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HOUSE     OF    C  O  M  M  O  N  S. 


Decemkr  I/?,  I74i» 

Thi  nra:  Houft  of  Commsns  being  m-ty  the  JJJher  came  from  the  Houfe 
if  Lcrdsy  with  His  Majfjly^s  commands  for  their  immediate  attend^ 
an:e^  zvken  they  ivere  ordered  to  chufe  a  Speaker  ;  and  being  returned^ 
Mr.  Pelham  addrejfed  himjelf  in  the  following  manner  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Houfe ^ 

Mr.  Harding, 

AS  wc  are  here  aflcmbled,  in  purfuancc  of  the  imperial  fummons, 
it  is  neccffary,  in  obedience  to  His  Majefty's  commands,  and 
the  cftabli&cd  cuftom  of  this  Houfe,  wc  proceed  immediately  to  the 
choice  of  a  perfon  qualified  for  the  Chair,— Gentlemen,  It  is  with 
no  common  degree  of  fatisfaction,  that  I  obfervc  this  aflembly  fo 
numerous  on  the  firft  day;  becaufe  whatever  is  tranfactcd  by  u«,  muft 
ncccirarily  be  confidered  by  the  nation  with  more  regard,  as  it  is  ap- 
prcved  by  a  greater  number  of  their  rcprefeniatives  ;  and  becaufe  the* 
prcfcnt  affair,  which  relates  particuhirly  to  this  Iloufc,  muR  be  moro 
£ttisEi<!]torily  conduilcJ,  as  our  number  a  greater ;  tiuvic  cvqtn  vtv^w 


yoi.  11. 


B 


muX 


2  n  K  B  A  T  K     o  s  [or 

I..  ^'}.  v.i!!:r-'v  j^.-i'  h\  ii:s  own  choice,  and  chcarfiil!v  iVomii  u 

4  j'horitv,  of  ^^\i\\^  he  iia!»  hiiiifcif  concurred  to  the  cfhiblifhine 

T).r  q'iiii:'.'..it.ji.'i  required  in  the  |Krfon  who  Ihall  li!l  the  < 

to  !/i   cjLi\  ici'.ui.itloii,  and  the  advantage  of  the  Houlc,  it  i 

rc^tifarj-  n..:.jt\.i/  in  ijtoaiit  j  it  being  obvious  to  every  Gent] 

w'.'f  iira:^  ii:i,  i':;.>r  he  niul^   poflcts  fucli  an  equality  of  tcr^'.p 

f!i2".  ernaVir  :.!iii  nl'vay-*  topstiti  V  •  a  ftciJy  and  impartial  jtrji 

r.riii-.rr  'iitoi'jpoi.d  by  the  i::/jularities  into  which  loinc  Cii."nt! 

i:-t:  T'ii  ".t- i  wi:!*  the  form*  of  this  aJlcmbly  iTiriV  rafily  fjll 

«i  :'  'r.r'jrU'i  by  t::c  hrat  ar.d  ruibnlencc  to  whiLM,  in  former  p 

i;  c:.?-,  r-mc  «»f  tho!c  w::or?  cxjiericnce  miirht  liave  taueht  thci 

rrce^riry  of  Hetciii  v,  have  btiri  too  often  hurritd  by  the  ea^i 

#kf  coiii.'overfy.     1  :i..t  he  nuill  add  to  this  pei')H*tual  ferenity,  i 

fi'inncN  oi  mind,  .i^  may  enable  hiin  to  rcprcf^  pvtulance  and  t. 

rr>i:tumacv,  :::i:i  :.:|  ^^>^C  the  nrdoi^  of  tlic  Iloufc,   in.  wh^tc-cr 

tr-ulttv  01  co::n:i  Is  or  commotion  of  debate,  a^ainll  -'■*  ^st-m 

i.t;..;»ii.'"n  t.r  dt\:^:ion.     'l"i\M  to  Live  irflcacv  to  hiN  ir.terpoh 

lAi^ti   jKv-:"L   \cr.i.iji:u:i  to  j-.i^  uLcifii»;is,  he  mull,  from  h.i  gt 

rh.iraJli-r  .md  perlm:.:!  <;ua!, ::.•«,  derive  hich  dl^i.ityand  author! 

may  n.^tuially  difji.Jic  t'je  nu:..i'i  of  ui!ii.*ib  to  o';vjJ,t:iLe,  a^  n\z\ 

^:<i^  the  murrnursu:  cr.v\,ai.d  picvcnt  the  ftrug.-ics  o:  cnmpet; 

Incfc  q.i.iIIric..tio:.s  wcic  tm.:i.ntly  confpiciiius  in  ihcGentI 

who  tilli'd  the  Chair  in  tiie  c;:ri:iT  part  of  mv  hfe,  and  who  :< 

Aiic  of  the  ornanien:>  of  the  other  Houfc.     ojch  were  his  abi 

and  lucti  h:«  cond^.r,  that  it  would  be  prefumntuous   in  anv 

howevcr  c::c!owcd  by  njtuu*,  or  uccumpliflud  bv  ihiJv,  to  a.p 

furp.i.i  !..:ui  :\'^:  can  a  lii/hcr  c:-.comiuni  he  tM'llv  concel'.rd. 

this  Iloufc  beliuwcd   uj^oa  tli..t  pcrfu::,  wi;o  w^^  :i;^'-j^ht  wu: 

fill  rccii  h.m. 

\  \,c  offici'  w^  k'li  wr  liavr  f!'»w  I »  cori':r,  i<".  n'-r  or.!.*  ardur  m 
rei.  i:d  t"  the  abtltiic**  ncccfiarv  lo  the  rxecutii;:i  nf  i:,  I  ^t  i  xt: 
bu:lhciiJ«»mc  and  l.jl»oiioii».,  !  .^h  as  lequire*^  t '-:i!i;t.ij|  ait**:.. 
ariti  wK'ellAiit  appluai  'in  -,  ij«»r  isn  it  i^e  ixprc*r  I  t!:at  any  in  -i 
nipai!'*  'n  Jt,  who  iv  n  •»  re:  !•.  to  ilevote  h.s  tim-.*  and  l.i*  !ita 
fhe  Ir.v  II  i:  t'l  p^ji'l:;,  and  to  ilru.-.'Ic  witii  f.iiijiie  and  n 
r.»r  t:  r  a«l%i  '.:.*^<'  •  !  his  country. 

5ucli  h  l)u  (  f   r.tlrman  vh^i  I  fliail  propofe  to  yo-n  r!r  i*:r 
Wi«i<:e  /'alStiriu   p:*  r  .•!   .niperia!  houl.',  and  ihr  pin'pcrnv 
jmt'or,  i.-<  ret- i  .  i^\.i' )  a.  ik.'iuwlcd^^ed,  atid  of  whom   :t  i   :: 


%m  ^H^O  CHVSING      A     SPEAKER.  g 

H^bSbI  that  be  will  be  deterred  by  any  difficulties  from  a  province 
Ipdl  win  afford  htm  fo  frequent  opportunities  of  promoting  the 
intereft  of  die  Emperor  and  the  people. 
fuccefs  may  be  expeded  from  his  endeavour*;,  we  can  only 
Itfp  from  his  preient  influence ;   influence  produced  only  by  his 
Pifflr  Tirtues,  but  fo  extenfive  in  that  part  of  the  nation  which  lies 
reach  of  his  beneficence,  and  the  obfcrvation  of  his  merit, 
it  tets  him^not  only  above  the  danger,  but  above  the  fear  of 
and  fecures  him  a  feat  in  this  aflembly  without  conteft. 
Thns  deputed  by  his  country  to  many  fucccflive  fenates,  he  has 
an  unrivalled  degree  of  knowledge  in  the  methods  of  our 
igs,  and  an  eminent  dexterity  in  digcfting  them  with  that 
pcrfpicuity  by  which  only  the  tranfaftion  of  great  affairs 
be  made  expeditious  and  the  difcuffion  of  difKcult  queflions  be 
.<fentang1ed  from  perplexity ;  qualities  which  are  now  made  particu- 
Ivly  ncceflary  by  the  importance  of  the  fubjecls  to  be  confidered  in 
fkk  fexute :  fo  that  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  unanimoufly  concur 
with  me  indefiring  that  the  Chair  may  bcfii]cd  by  a  pcrion  eminently 
WBnguiflicd  by  his  knowledge,  his  integrity,  his  d:li;^ence,  and  his 
wputation  ;  and  therefore  I  move,  without  fcruplc,  that  the  Riglit 
Boo.  Arthur  Onflow,  £fq;  be  called  to  the  Chair. 

Then  Mr.  Clutterbuck  fcconded  tl'.e  motion  in  thi?  manrcr  : 
Tktt  I  am  not  able  to  adJ  any  thing  to  the  encomium  on  the  Right 
BoDOurable  Gentleman  nominated  to  the  Prcfidcnt's  Ch:/ir,  give> 
pe  DO  concern,  bccaufc  I  am  confident,  that  in  the  cpi:^;on  of  th:^ 
ttkmHj  his  name  alope  includes  all  panegyric,  and  that  he  who 
IKDmmends  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq;  will  never  be  required  to  give 
WtnaCon  of  his  choice.  I  therefore  rife  now  only  to  continue  the 
coaunon  methods  of  the  Houfc,  and  to  fccond  a  motion  which  I  do 
■at  czpcft  that  any  will  oppofe. 

[Here  the  whole  ailembly  cried  out,  with  a  general  acclamation. 
Onflow,  Onflow.] 

Mr.  Okslow  then  rofc  up  and  faid :  Though  1  might  alledge 
Mnywufons  againfl  this  choice,  of  wfaich  the  ftrongeft  is  my  inability 
l»  diicharge  the  truft  conferred  upon  me  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  its 
importance,  yet  I  have  too  high  an  idea  of  the  wifdom  of  this  aflcm- 
My,  CO  imagine  that  they  form  any  refolution  without  jull  motives  ; 
mi  therefore  (hall  think  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  their  Jctcrniina- 
iu^  howcrcr  oppoHtc  to  my  own  Ofrfnion. 
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och  opinion  will  probably  be  fupported,  might  juftly  difcouragc  mc 
hm  propofing  any  of  my  fcntiments  to  this  great  aflembly,  yet  I 
oanoi  rcprefs  my  inclination  to  offer  a  motion,  in  my  opinion,  rcgu- 
fcrand  fcafonable,  and  which,  if  it  fhould  appear  othcrwii'c  to  your 
]^dihip&,  will,  I  hope,  though  it  (hould  not  be  received,  at  lead  br 
iugifai^  bccaufe  I  h;ftve  never  before  wearied  your  patience,  or 
iittnuptcd  or  retarded  your  cont'uitations. 

But  I  am  very  far  from  imagining  that  by  this  motion  I  can  give 
•ayoccafioa  to  debate  or  oppofition,  bccaufe  I  (liall  propofe  no  inno- 
vation in  the  principles,  or  alteration  of  the  pr:iciice  of  this  aflcmbly, 
■or  intend  any  thing  more  than  to  lay  before  your  LorJfhipd  my 
opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  it  may  be  proper  to  addrefs  Hi$ 

To  return  Him  our  humble  thanks  for  Ki5  moft  gracious  fpccch 
horn  the  throne,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  prcfcnt  unto  His  Majefty 
oar  finccre  and  joyful  congratulations  on  his  fafc  and  happy  rccurrx 
into  this  empire. 

To  obfcrve  with  the  utmoft  thankfulncfs  the  irrcat  concern  which 
»His  Majefty  has  been  picafed  to  cxprcfs  for  carrying  on  the  juft  and 
DKcflary  war  againft  Spain,  which  wc  hope,  by  the  divine  blefling 
upon  His  Majefty's  arms,  will  be  attended  with  iuccefs  equal  to  the 
juftlcftof  his  caufc,  and  the  ardent  wifhc*  of  his  people.     That, 

Hii  Majefty  has  fo  truly  rcprefented  the  iinpcnding  dangers  to 
which  Europe  is  expofed,  in  the  prefent  critical  conjuncture,  as  muft 
ivaken,  in  every  one,  an  attention  fuitable  to  the  occafion  :  And  we 
cannot  but  be  fully  fcnfible  of  the  evil  confcqucnccs  arifing  from  the 
ifigns  and  enterprizes,  formed  and  carrying  on  for  the  fubverfion 
or  rcduclion  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria,  which  threaten  fiich  apparent 
in!fchicf>  to  the  common  caufc. 

To  acknowledge  his  imperial  goodncfs  in  cxprcHing  fo  carncft 
a  dcfirc  to  receive,  and  fo  high  a  regard  tor,  the  advice  of  His  Par- 
liament:  Hii  Maiefty,  fecure  of  the  loyalty  and  affections  of  Hi"* 
people,  may  rely  upon  that,  with  the  bcft  grounded  confidence  ;  and 
to  aiCire  His  Majefty,  that  we  will  not  fail  to  take  the  important 
points,  which  he  has  been  plcafcd  to  mention  to  us,  into  c»ur  molt 
lerious  confidcration  ;  and,  in  the  moft  dutiful  manner,  to  oiTc:  to 
His  Majefty  fuch  advice  as  fliall  appear  to  us  to  be  moll  conducive  to 
Ac  honour  and  true  intereft  of  His  crown  and  kin::doIn*^.  To  afrure 
His  Majeft/  t}2at  \vc  have  a  due  fcnfc,  how  much  uie  pvcVcuv  ^'.>'\\uci 
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of  affair)  c  .\W  upon  us  U^r  ilut  unanimity,  vigour,  and  difpatchi  whid 
His  ?\I.iJL'l^y  l:a>  lo  wlltly  rtcoimncjiJcil  to  us  j  ami  to  give  H:s  3ib 
jcfty  tuo  ftmr.^'.'Il  7.!T.:raru-o>,  that  wc  v,ill  vi^'oroufly  and  hcjri^ 
lo.'.cur  in  .i'!  jull  and  rcct-fiary  ir.cafurti  for  the  drfLiice  and  fuppoi 
ci'  Hi>.  M...  \/,  the  n\air.rcr.ancc  of  the  balance  and  liberties  4 
I  .:r<'>pr,  a;:  !  th'j  aiTiun.rHr  ofr.ar  allirs. 

1  n :!  .  .  duty  .lii!  .I'Tt^^TKin  to  His  Majcrty  arc,  in  us,  fixed  ad 
uii.i!:.i.i'=i'  J  :ir.w  ;lr  ,  fo  \\\'  (r<\  f'hc:  irnpitfTions  of  thtrin,  at  this  tiM^ 
fn  f!.«  .u  ..:.  1  l.i;!v  :.i  f.'.:r  u.;.j11«,  ih.it  we  cannot  onnt  to  lav  held 
c.i  t;:  ^  .  ;■,  .rMriitv  <*{  a/,''r.i..ih.nL'  His  imperial  prcfcnce,  to  rcnm 
the  li.  i.t  :::.:*:  p:.  v.Ti.-r,':  of  oi:r  loufiant  :ind  inwolahle  fidelity: 
A:v\  10  jj.'i,';!..:".-  1!  ^  .M.'"'lly,  i.iat  wc  wi'.I,  at  the  l.azard  of  d  thai 
J-  i!ta:  r  >  u-,  i  x-  ■:  r  i;:!! .  .t  >  r..r  the  d.  fence  and  prrf'-rvarion  of  Hil 
fjcnd  I'-rton  ar.d  Z'ikcrnT.t:.:,  aivi  ilic  niaintcnancc  of  the  Proteftifll 
fi.'cccflion  in  Iii-*  irr.jr:  li  :.c  .iV,  <:n  which  tJir  con:: nuance  of  thi 
F*r(iteftnnt  n,\.^'n:\^  and   t::e  liberties  ot    liiitain,  do,   undtr   GoJ, 

dc  pcHii. 

?/y  r  •  r  '-,  .\s  U\'^  ::■:  irrfs  w;'.!  rvi?  c/i  (lT«:*"r  ar*.y  fi:turo  erquiriei, 
\y  any  .:;-.T(;'.i,i:i.-n  •.!  j  lit  mciui  ^,  cliiirr  ;"-;'i:.vc  or  :ni;«l;ed,  I 
ct.ui't  iMi:  b^r  yf.:r  !  crilh.ps  w;jI  r4.:!;!y  co.'uii:  i:i  il,  a:!.i  :.rn  per« 
funded,  !i...t  i:  w  '•!  f»r*-.r;!\  Min  .\!.»:cilv\  rt;^uiJ  l^r  o-r  cuun».;Iv, 
aihl  LUllf.  !■  :;.^  .•.«■::  ii  j".'y. 

I.o;u  I.i).  i  :  I.  .'f.  :.j\:  ii*  tii!  i::. . .  . — Mv  I.'iiv'  ,  T '.ic  danrrr 
vhich  have  bit  n  :u:\'..-  r^  :■.»■.■  :;Il J  '  v  His  .^!.l■:■.  i!-,  «..:  "m  to  rcniiXM 
us  ot  ihr  iiiiiiortJiK'c  cr   u';iiii:a!  circi::^:^;v\  t.vjri  ::.  .  :  il.iwt,  an< 

di'ter  us  from  a*.;,  irf.d*.  ii  '::*«,  «  i  wi.Ich  v.'.-  i  .'•.  .i  it  fii.'clcf  tlie  cou* 
iL'qiur.Ci.^,  -t  a  t.ir.c  wi.  w  tic:*.-  i  :•.■.;.  i  /  no  (•j-.p->;!.ir'..:y  ui  rcpi.TiiA 
any  mifiarria  -r,  or  r*?:  •.  •  ■  j  .;:iy  m;.:..Vf. 

Thrn-  ap^f..:*,  my  I  -S,  i-.-.:  t  i  l».-  ..c  •.:.  -  •'  -'•  ..•  •.•  jv-rti.u'.a 
real'o:]  i  it  I'Mrij.  •  ■   :'•.•    :».:  .i  c:  nir  ::   .'■    '    ,   :   ■  . 
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p€Q(g€£k  which  now  lies  before  us,  a  profpe^t  which  prefcnts 
^  with  dangers,  diftra^on,  invafions,  and  revolutions,  ought 
ge  our  attentions,  without  leaving  us  at  leifure  for  difputations 
eremonies  or  forms.  It  ought  to  be  the  care  of  every  Lord  in 
lufc,  not  how  to  addrefs,  but  how  to  advife  his  Majefty  ;  how 
;  the  councils  of  the  public,  and  contribute  to  fuch  determina- 
is  may  avert  the  calamities  that  impend  over  niankinJ,  and  Aop 
d  excurdons  of  power  and  ambition. 

ought  to  refleA,  my  Lords,  that  the  expectations  of  all  Europe 
cd  by  the  convocadon  of  this  AiTcmbly ;  and  that  from  our  re- 
IS,  whole  nations  are  waiting  for  their  fentence.  And  how  will 
idbe  difappointcd  when  they  (hall  hear,  that  inftead  of  declaring 
pn  ufurpers,  or  impofmg  peace  on  the  difturbers  of  mankind,  in- 
Fequippiug  navies  to  direct  the  courfe  of  commerce,  or  raifuig 
to  regulate  the  (late  of  the  continent,  we  met  Aere  in  a  full 
y,  anddifagreed  upon  the  form  of  an  addrefs. 
us,  therefore,  my  Lords,  lay  afide,  at  lead  for  this  time,  all 
ebates  and  minute  enquiries,  and  engage?  all  in  the  great  at-# 
rf" re-cftab!!fliin^  quiet  in  the  world,  and  fettling  the  limits  of 
;doms  of  Europe. 

1  Lord  Carteret  fpokc  in  fubftancc  as  follows  :— My 
there  is  I  find  at  Icaft  one?  point  upon  which  it  is  probable  that 
ill  now  agree  whole  fentimcnts  have  hitherto  been,  on  almoft 
:cafion,  widely  different.  The  dan;jcr  of  our  prefcnt  fituation 
ally  allowed  ;  but  the  consequences  deduced  from  it  are  fo  con- 
•  each  other,  as  give  little  hopes  of  that  unanimity  which  time» 
er  particularly  require. 

ailed ged  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lail,  that  fincc  wc  arc 
/olvcd  in  difficultit;s,  we  ought  only  to  enquire  how  to  cxtri« 
rfelves,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  leave  ourfelves  the  right  of 
ig  how  v.'c  were  entangled  in  them,  left  the  perplexity  of  dif- 
oiiAderaiion^  fnould  (lillip.:tc  our  attention,  and  difable  us  from 
;  any  uf^ful  determination^,  or  exerting  any  vigorous  efforts 
deliverance. 

in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  the  moft  probable  way  of  removing 
ies,  is  to  examine  how  they  were  produced,  and  by  confe- 
CO  whom  they  are  to  be  imputed  ;  for  certainly,  my  Lords,  it 
o  be  hoped  that  wc  fhall  regain  what  we  have  lod,  but  by 
i  diScrcnt  from  thufc  wlilcli  have  reduced  us  to  our  ^refcat 
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Aatc,  and  by  the  afnflance  of  uther  counfellors  than  thofc  whohw 
funk  us  into  the  contempt,  and  cxpofed  us  to  the  ravages  of  cfoj 

nation  throughout  the  \vp:ld. 

'l'h:\t  this  enquiry,  my  Lords,  may  be  free  and  unobftruifttd,  k| 
iictcf:-iy  to  aJJuK  the  Throne,  aiicr  the  mnnncr  of  our  ancefto^ 
in  general  term >,  without  iiifcnuiing  to  p.itiicuiar  facls  which,  i 
\vc  have  twi  yet  t  x.imiiui!  rhcm,  wc  can  neither  ccnfurc  nor  approft. ' 

It  h^b  heen  (nVL^iteJ  by  the  noL^L*  Lord,  that  foreign  natio;ik  wiBIl 
dlfappointcJ  In  l.c.uir.g,  th.it  iniKad  of  menaces  of  vcn^cance,  ad 
declarations  of  unalterable  atij-.^rcnce  to  tlw  liberties  or  Kurope,  W 
have  w.iilcd  our  time  at  this  important  junclurc  in  fcttiinr  ikp  fioM 
of  an  .';i!Jrcr>« 

That  little  time  mav  be  waOcd  on  th:«  occiHor,  I  hcpc  youf  Loci 
(hips  will  very  fpcciiilv  .i;.'rcc  to  an  adJrcfs  fui table  to  the  dignity  « 
thole  ^"ho  male  ■  i:,  and  to  the  otcafion  uy-'^u  v.:.!e!i  it  i>  m.idc  ;  fori 
canno:  but  ;;:lovv,  thjt  the  prtUrit  ll.ue  otoiir  .ilTaiis  call>  upi:r.  Ltfai 
difiiai^ih  :  butthou;;h  burmcf>oiiMii  at  t!i*N  t.ii.c  'jnJ.:;.:^!-  ci^  :■-*  l^  el 

•  CO 

prdi'.^J,  I  l-.jp'j   it   will  not  be  p-.ce.p'.tate !  j  .iii  ii  i:  b-:   ..  ::a:>d« 
that  the  u.ryA  .mptrt.mt  liurlK-:',-  b?:  V.:\\.  d-.i».r:r.m(.i!,   I  k.;  >.v  i  ut  a8 

How  V.'  it  .".  I :..:':  I'r.c  v-.y.  ..'■■»  f-(  Kirfi;*:  rr\\.i<^  ouHl 
nn:,  ii.y  I.;ri  ^  i  .■  b'.  • '.:'  in;:  «•:  i  ..  .  :  i .  r.fid  ■:  j:: '■::  ,  we  cajfc 
*.e::..  ::!v  fi.T:  to  v.r  .•:.  i-  w  v.r  r  f-.y.  i:..iv  be  fct  :r  »•  r:oni  thol 
f;:;^  .. :       ,  v..-    :    a  I   :•*  r.ai..  ^J"  jr.e^ii.'i  ^  LV!r!';;'it!v  tcn-Vr^to  irrpai 

■  ,   ..'. '.  how  thi  V  niav  be  cjrif.im'sJ  .x  thd 
■  '  V.':  .  f!  t^*.t.v  ha*  r  for  many  v.irs  foun 
.  ■  !  *  •.    ■;  ■■■;■,  r.'i  wf-.i^  b  t*-:  V  liave  fcce:\t 
■  •  ■      'ii.j.  I  :..f    :  . :  !  '•.:!.' . 

•  ->.   •     k    ■    V       ,1    •,•       •    .         :,,  •1.1   *       %     All 

III  •  ti  , 

.•:.■..'    r*  ?.  i'j!    \v  !.  ra:^ 

!     -,  .;    &''*.    ■  •-  .'."v  \v' '^   :»»p    n^f  r**' 
:  .  •'  '  yt  r.  I'  r    ■'    :.v  «  f  r.;:   rf'^'i'ir  ■•  n   •. 
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what  facls  I  ground  acciifations  fo  atrocious  may  juftly  be 
by  your  LonKhips  ;  nor  (hall  I  find  any  difficulty  in  anfwcr- 
deaiand.     For,  if  wc  extend  our  view  over  the  whole  world, 
iFrc  into  the  ftatc  of  all  our  affairs,  we  (hall  fiiid  nothine  but 
mifcarriagcs,  snd  impotence,  with  their  ufual  confequences, 
t  end  diftrufr.     We  fhall  difcovcr  neither  any  tokens  of  that 
^n^  c:^r  enemies,  which  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  the  re- 
ef oar   former  victories  might  naturally  produce,  nor  any 
F  that  cor.fiJencc  among  thofc  whom  wc  ftill  continue  to  term 
5,  v.'hi'jh  tiie  vigour  with  which  wc  have  formerly  fupportcd 
fcder^ciei,  give  us  a  right  to  expeft.     Thofc  whom  wc  once 
i  jnful:  us,  and  thofe  whom  wc  once  protcAcd,  give  us  na 

reafonabiv,  my  Lords,  all  nations  have  withdnmrn  from  us 
rcrcnce  and  e(leem,  will  appear  by  a  tranflent  examination  of 
conduct,  whether  it  regarded  Europe  in  general,  or  influ- 
nly  the  particular  affairs  of  the  Britifh  nation  ;  for  it  will  ap« 
,'ond  poiTibiliry  of  doubt,  that  whoever  has  trufted  the  admi- 
n,  whether  their  own  country,  or  any  foreign  powers,  has 
3niv  to  be  betravcd. 

c  is  among  our  allies  none  whom  we  are  more  obliged  to  fup-i 
n  the  (^een  of  Hungary,  whofe  rights  wc  arc  engaged  by  all 
unities  of  treaties  to  defend,  and  in  whofe  caqic  every  motive 
;  that  can  warm  the  bofom  of  a  man  of  virtue,  Juftice  and 
ion  plead  equally  on  her  fide,  and  wc  are  called  upon  to  afUll 
)ur  own  intcrcft,  as  well  as  the  general  duty  of  focicty,  by 
vcrj-  man  is  required  to  prevent  opprefRon. 
t  has  been  the  effect  of  all  thefe  confiderations  may  cafily  be 
cd  from  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  continent,  which  is  ravaged 
,  mercy  by  the  armies  of  Spain  and  France.  Why  all  fuccours 
rcn  denied  the  Qiicen  of  Hungary,  and  why  the  inveterate 
cditary  enemies  of  our  nation,  arc  futfcrcd  to  enlarge  their  do-  * 
I  without  rcfit^ance  ;  why  the  rivals  of  our  trade  are  left  at  full 
to  tquip  their  fquadrons,  and  the  perfecutors  of  our  religion 

to  over-run  thofe  countries  from  whence  only  we  can  hope  "^ 
lance,  when  the  hatred  which  the  difference  of  opinions  pro- 
(hall  tiireatcn  us  with  inyafioiis  and  flavery,  the  whole  world 
g  afVcd  to  no  purpofc,  and  therefore  it  is  without  prcA^tci  ol 
}ghthfuJIj'on  that  I  vngngc  In  the  tame  cncnurv. 


lO  D£BATEON  [^9*1 

Yet  fince  it  is  our  duty  to  judge  of  the  ftacc  of  the  public* 
true  judgment  can  be  the  rcfuk  only  of  accurate  cxanunation,  I 
proceed,  M'ithout  bcin^dlfcouragcd  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  former  at 
to  difcovcr  the  motives  of  our  lace  nicafurcs,  and  the  ends  ijiic 
be  produced  by  thcnu 

Whj  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  not  afTifted  with  land  f< 
flull  at  prcfeiu  forbear  to  af^: ;  that  Hij  expected  them  i>  indeed 
dent  from  her  fol Citations  ;  ur.(!,  I  I'uppol'c,  it  is  no  I eU  apparent 
treaties  that  flic  had  a  li^l'.t  toexiKct  them  ,  nor  ami  able  toe 
why  fubfidici  have  bcei:  p^id  for  tro^^ps  which  arc  never  to  i 
ployed,  or  why  foreign  Princes  ihoulJ  be  enriched  with  tlic  J|)iiBJ| 
of  a  nation  wliich  they  cannot  injure,  and  do  not  defend. 

But  I  know,  my  J^orJs,  how  eaftly  it  may  be  replied,  that^lhe  a 
pcncc^  of  a  land  war  are  certain,  and  the  cvcr\t  hazardous,  and  A( 
it  IN  alw:i\!i  pniJcnt  to  a:t  with  evident  advant:i2c  on  our  fide,  a^ 
that  the  fu{Kiioritv  of  Biitain  cnnfiih  wholly  in  naval  armaments. 

'IUaz  tile  flrtts  of  Itriiain  are  rr^i:.il  ip.  fi.rwe  .i:\d  niimlxr  ot  tbips| 
the  united  nav:c>  of  the  ^reattil  part  c^:  t!'.e  \\:>ild  ;  that  our  Admiiil 
are  mcno:  k:riw;i  bravery,  ai.l  lon^:  experience,  a:;l  thir'-fon:  ;ons 
riabK'  not  oiilv  f>r  ihc*:  :l.i!  ..I..!:!'!  -  .\i\d  natu:.!l  h*it...  r,  \  ut  f uc  d 
coiifid(Bncc  v.  h  i .  h  t';; c ; :  ;  :  .■ : .  c  •  i  .\  i ,'! ..  r  *.  v  ex  ».•  i  t e *•  nx  ii\ ? .  r  f o.iuWRI 
and  the  terror  whis>h  ;.:<•.'  .-.!»'.-  .«  .ir.'  -;<.i>  .  ii.i..:'?,  a/.J  ctierral 
thoft.'  who  are  aKCuli  »::•  i  t  >  J-.-.:  .i:  ,  t  r.  <  a:  f.-'nM^  ..: :  a  race  i 
men  diAinguiilied  !  ■■  i:.  ■:  .v. .ii.  ;:  ;V:  w:  r,  ar..l  ihtvr  i.itrrpU.iyi 
danec!,  fffim  the  ic:*  r.r  t':c  :  .-nan  i.tl;->  ;  :h.:t  [i.ey  Lhmi  br.ai 
fujKrior  to  tV:i',  at- 1  »!!^'.::.I  •..:.!  ij-.cfc  ci^icJtN  whit,  h  cannot  I 
namcfl  wiihi  ;::  r  '.',  ...;  f.  t.y  «.'"t:  '  n.ift  wjrh  hrnr  tv  ;  tiut  L*;ey  Ji 
capable  oi  ruih.r^^  uj o.:  upi\iu;/  '.i  (i.iulinn  uitp.  ut  rciuJame,  ai 
ci  llaiidiiij:  wit-.i  .::  I .  f.c.::;  .liuuiit  ilic  c»»nij»iic.i!e\i  terror^  of  a  naw 
ikAiy  is  u:-.;\  ::...';.  f.r-.'-Ar,  .'.r.i  e*  i^iifie.',  my  I.ofJ«,  even  by  iho 
whf'fe  inlc:c/  .:   •  :      '  ■■.'.:  «  :  'it:  ;.  •:. 

LY«>n  t.  r  V*  •  ••,  r  -.  :•. :%.  ic,  '.\.  .  ;;.■  .i.!  >Wi.  J  i  i  Sc  .rrcl:Hil>!c,  to  I 
abl;:  :j  ih..:  u.   :  .<    ;.-:ln  i  :    :;:    L^  .i:!::..-:.:,  i:npr::'i.in  the  national 

i:ur«)^«  V..: :...*  Ir:..:>i-;  ux::  (-.m:  te:t.((>ii-'^,  d;.privc  thernof  i 

fori,::  :..':!.:•»  ,  . ".  .  :•  .1  a  l'*;'  t"»  I  1^-  i<  liUv.Liv  .■  i»f  ihc  wurio.  ] 
i«.  a':  -Af  1  t-  ..:  v..  .i:  ■  ;'...>A.l  1...  x.^',.:  .A  -  ..:  •:■.:  l»i;;ic:fc  of  lUtuK 
a.iti  ■   ^  -i'.»'ji  r>  <■*  !:.•■  ../.iTw'  w. ..  i;  iv. i.l, 

I  .  r.    .:;  ..j  •  "..'  .    -,  ::  v    '.  -•  ■%    '..  .■.ii   ::.>wr\cr  fplendul  an 
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tmn  we  poflcfs,  by  whom  I  am  afraid  they  arc  about  to  be  forreiteJ. 
be  dominion  of  the  ocean  was  aflerted  in  former  times  in  oppofitioa 
||  powers  far  more  able  to  contell  it,  than  thofe  which  wc  have  fo  long 
^bmiffively  courted,  and  of  which  wc  are  now  evidently  afraid* 
^  For  that  we  fear  them,  my  L(5rds,  they  arc  fufficicntly  convinced; 
Ldk  muftbeconfefled,  with  whatfoever  Oiamc,  that  their  opinion  is 
neB  founded  ;  for  to  what  motive  but  fear  can  it  be  imputed^  that  we 
I^Me  fo  long  fupported  their  infolence  without  rcfcntmcnt,  and  their 
Ihrages  without  reprifals  ;  that  we  have  fitted  out  fleets  without  any 
A6pi  of  difmiiling  them  from  our  harbours,  or  fcnt  them  to  the  lea 
llnly  to  be  gazed  at  from  the  Ihores,  by  thofe  whofe  menaces  or  arti- 
Bce  had  given  occafion  to  their  equipment,  and  in  whom  they  raifed 
90  other  emotions  than  contempt  of  our  cowardice^  or  pity  of 
kv  folly  ? 

r  To  what,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  attributed,  that  the  Queen  of  Hun-- 
ry  has  yet  received  no  aflidance  from  allies  thus  powerful ;  from 
whofe  fleets  cover  the  fea,  whofe  commerce  extends  to  the  re^ 
ft  part  of  the  world,  and  whofe  wealth  may  bejuftly  expected  to 
proportionate  to  their  commerce.  7  o  what  can  wc  afcribe  the 
coofidence  with  which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  threatens  the  ruin  of  a 
fhacels,  who  numbers  among  her  allies  the  Emperor  of  Britain  ? 

Nodiing  is  more  evident,  my  Lords,  than  that  the  Qiieen  of  Plun- 
|afyha»  bcendifappointed  of  the  advantages  which  (he  cxpe^ed  from 
kr  friendlhip  with  this  nation,  only  by  a  degree  of  cowardice  too 
'  ddpicable  to  be  mentioned  without  fuch  terms,  as  the  importance  of 
Ais  Debate,  and  the  dignity  of  this  AiTembly,  do  not  admit ;  nor  is  it 
le&  certain  from  the  conduct  of  her  enemies,  that  they  knew  what 
vouM  be  our  meafures,  and  confided  for  fccuriry  in  that  cowardice 
vhich  has  never  yet  deceived  them. 

It  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  aflerted,  that  our  ally,  however  diftrcfled, 
ias)ct  received  the  leafl  afliftance  from  our  arms  ;  neither  the  juftice  j 
ef  our  caufe  has  yet  been  able  to  awaken  our  virtue,  nor  the  infepara- 
tit  union  of  her  intereft  with  our  own,  to  excite  our  vigilance. 

But  perhaps,  my  Lords,  we  h;ive  had  no  opportunity  of  exerting 
ear  force ;  perhaps  the  fiiuation  both  of  our  enemies  and  ally  was  fuch, 
Ihat  neither  the  one  could  be  protected,  nor  the  other  oppofcd,  by  ^ 
a^val  power  ;  and  therefore  our  inatStivity  was  the  cfFcdl  not  of  want 
flf  courage,  but  want  of  opportunity. 
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Though  our  miniftcrs,  my  Lords,  have  hitherto  given  no  ci 
proofs  of  geographical  knowledge,  or  of  very  accurate  acquai 
with  the  ftate  of  foreign  countries,  yet  there  h  rcafun  to  bclici 
they  mud  at  fomc  time  have  heard  or  read,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auft 
territories  in  Italy ;  they  mud  have  been  informed,  unlefs  th 
burfcments  for  fccret  fcrvlce  arc  bed  owed  with  vcrv  liirle  iud 
that  againd  Aefc  dominioiv  iin  army  hasb'jcn  raifcd  by  the  Spai 
and  they  mud  have  difcovcrcd,  partly  by  the  infur'-.ution  o 
correfpondcnts,  partly  by  the  ififjH'clion  of  a  map,  and  pari!v 
f.igaciry  which  didinguidics  them  from  all  pad  and  prcftr-t  mi 
that  this  army  was  to  be  tranfportcd  by  fca  from  the  ccad  of  S] 
that  of  Italy. 

This  knowled^,  my  Lords,  however  attained,  mignt  hx\ 
nidicd  minds,  which  have  always  been  found  fo  frulifu!  ouxpc 
with  a  method  of  hindcrin  '  the  Jnctnt  o(  the  Sp.u.fli  lu.. 
which  nothin;;  more  wa>  ntceflarv  t'.ian  that  {hc\  (\\oM  'a^i:  « 
Admiral  Haddock,  indca J  of  rctii In;:  Kforc  tl.i  Sj».,:r;(h  fls-t : 
r.nd  watchinj*  them  only  that  thty  f:ii^ht  tl*  jp--,  ro  1:l  d:!! 
Barcelona,  where  the  trnr.rports  uorc  lLiti?)n-J,  with  a  c^i 
only  three  mvn  of  war,  andhir.dcr  their  ilcpjituri-. 

I  hope  it  will  be  oblcrveJ  bv  vo-.ir  I.or«!lh:;;«,  t;ut  rnr>u.'!i  ri 
of  Rarcelona  is  open  and  ir.ccfcnriMe,  thoi]^!\  uw  fl-.r:  w^»- 
teftcd  by  (hips  of  force,  at'.J  thi.u^;h  tlivylay,  a^  I  am  i:ir'(;:nu 
yond  the  reach  of  the  guns  o:i  the  fi.rtit.i::.:!  .:.>  u,v>ii  t*;**  f 
do  not  require  that  Haddock  fiioulvl  lu;c  dcilrcw^J  :!:'v  ar: 
the  (hip*. 

I  am  too  we'll  acqiLiliuc!,  my  LurJ'-,  with  '.he  !fi.::y»»I  (ur 
ters  to  the  ei^.emirs  ^t"  ihci:  country,  a. id  a:!i  t'>i  \\\\\  vi»nvl 
the  pruJcr.ce  auvl  tcr.d'rnci*  of  the  rcdiUt-un^  by  w*v.  li  il;f  p.: 
our  AdmiraU  in  i.?*iitLd,  to  cxreci  that  ••ur  juns  ftcu! :  l^j  rv 
but  in  f.iluiat;Ln-»  of  re.iH:.*,  «.r  «>u'r.:.  ^:in  nn  tr:  •  i '»:j>''.i- j 
peace.  I  am  ronvinc^-d  tiut  (lui  i:-.:::.i!c-rs  \\oii!i  diu^id.r 
lU|pe  <-f  l'!i.oddi -d  and  li'-dr  j.I:"P,  ,\rA  that  lin-y  had  r.^tlit-r  h^ 
a  thouf-nd  merch..nts  W'jrr  nMclc  b.mkruptN  b'  prujtec:*,  «ir 
allies  dc'pri\cd  of  tlicir  dumi:u(Vi>,  than  th.i;  i\;r  SrJnidi  Oi:p  w 
or  burnt  by  the  na\lL<  of  R::t^i;:. 

But,  my  f^fd^,  though  fvy  are  w-V.Iii^  t^  t'pir.*  the  b!iM-d 
enemies  VLt  fu:c!;.  they  mi;  it  !ravc  cb:!;»:i.tcd  ;!u-.:  cntcrprif:? 
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liflkt  have  withheld  thofe  whom  they  were  unwilling  to  ftrike,  and 

endeavoured  to  fright  thofe  whom  they  determined  never  to  hurt. 

To  fpcak  in  terms  more  adapted  to  the  fubjefl  before  us :  That 

teet  of  Spain,  a  fleet  of  tranfports  with  fuch  a  convoy,  fliould  lie 

weeks  in  an  open  road,  profefledly  fitted  out  againft  an  ally 

to  us  by  every  tie  of  nature,  and  of  policy,  by  the  folemnity  of 

ies,  and  conformity  of  intercil ;   that  it  ihould  lie  undiflurbed 

within  fight  of  a  BritiHi  navy ;  that  it  fhould  lie  there  not  only 

FUt  d Anger,  but  without  apprchcnfion  of  danger,  has  raifcd  the 

iilhmcnt  of  every  nation  in  Kurope,  has  blafted  the  reputation  of 

li,  impaired  the  influence  of  our  counfds,  and  weakened  tlic 

lit  of  our  publick  faith. 

There  mr.y  be  fomc,  my  Lords,  that  will  impute  this  abfurdity  of 

conduct,   this  difregard  of  our  interefl:,   this  defertion   of  our 

ices,  and  this  ncglccl  of  the  moft  apparent  opportunities  of  fuc- 

not  to  cowardice  but  trcachcrv,  a  ciufe  more  deteilabic  as  more 

ioufly  criminal. 

This  opinion,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  not  ncceflajy  to  oppofe,  both 

iufe  it  cannot  be  charged  with  improbability,  and  bccaufe  I  think 

[ft  may  be  eafiiy  reconciled  with  my  own  afll-rtions,  for  cowardice 

aboad  produces  treachery  at  home;  anJ  they  become  traitors  to  their 

CBUtry  who  are  hindered  by  cowardice  from  the  profccution  of  her 

JBCneft,  and  the  oppofition  of  her  enemies. 

_  It  may  however  be  proper  to  declare,  my  Lords,  that  I  Jo  not  im- 
ftte  this  fatal  cowardice  to  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  com- 
aind  of  our  navies,  but  to  thofe  from  whom  they  arc  obliged  to  re- 
ceive their  inllru^tions  and  upon  whom  they  unhappily  depend  for  the 
idr^cement  of  their  fortune^:. 

I:  ii  at  1'j.ill  reafonable  to  impute  mifcarriagcs  rather  to  thofe,  who 
Ve  known  to  have  given  formerly  fuch  orders  as  a  brave  Admiral 
ptrllhcd  under  the  ignomir.ious  neceflity  of  obfcrving,  than  to  thofe 
fil  whom  it  cannot  be  fald  that  any  former  part  of  their  lives  has  been 
ftained  with  the  reproach  of  cowardice  ;  at  leaft  it  is  ncceHary  to 
iiiipcnd  our  iudgment,  till  tiic  truth  dial!  be  made  apparent  by  a  rigid 
csqulry  «  and  it  is  therefore  proper  to  offer  an  addrcfs  in  general 
lenns,  by  which  neither  the  actions  or  counfcls  of  any  man  fliall 
be  condemned  nor  approved. 

It  would  be  more  unreafonable  to  charge  our  foldic:^  ot  our  tillors 
with  cowardice,  bccauiV  rhi.7  hv^vc  (hown  even  in  thor  ';A>:V\ons  w\\\v:>\ 
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bave  failed  of  ruccersi,  that  they  mircarried  rather  through  ten 
Aan  fear ;  and  that  whenever  they  are  fuft'ered  to  attack  their 
mies,  they  are  re.i'iy  to  nurch  forward  even  where  there  is  no 
fibilit^'  of  returnln:!,  and  that  they  are  onlv  to  be  withheld  from 
qucft  by  obllaclcs  which  human  prowefs  cannot  furmount. 

Such,  my  Lords,  was  the  ftatcofthofe  heroes  who  died  ur.de 
m'alls  ot  Carthai^ctia  ;  that  died  in  nn  entcrprife  fo  ill  concerted, 
1  vcfitured  with  n  >  ^  cr.:  fkill  in  v.,!r,  nv.d  without  the  !eaft  pxt 
to  prcTcienrc,  to  I'l:  f.l  in  iW\^  H^iiifc  i.\.n  it  would  mifcarrv. 

'1  hr-t  i:  V.J.:!.!,  !>.:t  it  mull  nvfc.irry;  that  it  n-as  e\en  intr 
on!v  rn  n*.i  :r?  t'rt  iiition  wlih  t!i*:  nppc;:r..:icc  of  an  expedition,  i 
out  Any  d':\'\  ;f»  *A  w^kcnir/^  our  cjuu.ics  wn^eafily  (iiUovereJ  ■ 
why  clfr,  mv  I.<»r?'.,  w.!'-  the  r.rnn'  cornpofcd  of  in.'n  ne\ilyd: 
from  tlic  fh.Y,  ^"^  froni  th"  ;.i)u;l>,  unacquainted  with  the  ut 
arms,  nn  i  i  :j'.:ant  of  t'.c  vcrv  vj.n--  nf  m.litary  diiciplinc,  whei 
harf  amr-i'..-  a^  l.ir..'"  LcmIus  <it  trf  c«p^  lon^  kept  up  undci  the  app 
aiicc  ii  u  rt\; jl.ir  r!:.iMi(hnicii?,  tronps  ot  ^\hum  we  iuvc  Icng 
t!ie  ex]v:nct,  but  of  which  the  ttmc  is  not,  it  fcems,  y?t  come, 
we  arc  to  know  the  ufe. 

'I'hcfc  men,  my  Lo;  Js,  who  have  fo  long  praclifed  the  motioo 
bj::!c,  2ndwhoh«\c  given  inth'.-  I'ark  \o  mjny  proofs uf their dczK 
ivA  nctiilty,  \\h«i  havL-  at  U  :ift  Karr.L\l  to  uillinguifli  the  dilci 
liiuhils  of  the  dium,  jud  know  the  '.ices  ;inii  voices  of  the  fuhili 
« .^.cir«  at  leafl,  might  h:uc  been  r:  njiir.cJ  better  quahficd  for 
arte  :np!  upon  a  fortijii  kj'.^vlom,  i!i«n  tl'.ofc  who  were  neceffi 
f*rjnjefs  to  every  part  ot  the  mi!.i..ry  operation*,  and  might  h 
hcL-n  W'M  upon  our  firft  declaration  of  war,  while  the  new  n 
lore  >  r.cqi;  I.J  .;:  h'»meth'.-  l.ime  arts  under  the  fame  ir.fi^ition. 

iSiiT,  ipv  Ia.:»!-,  wh'.i!;er  it  was  imagined  th.it  new  tore e5  wouL 
lon^  lelore  thtv  learned  the  implicit  obedience  necefTarv  h 
fi»IJ  er  i  V  :  tti'.ci  it  w/:>  i!r.::nini«i  :!'..:t  it  wnuIJ  no:  be  czCv  on  a  f 
dci.  t.»i:c!\\l  !:•  rj'*.  of  nv-*n  fn  till  an.l  w.  l-pirportioncd,  or  fo  i 
flcilleJ  ::i  file  n..'-:.i  nit*i  cif  ci::!;n/  an.l  pi>wdcfinj  their  hair; 
\\h.'>.Li  it  wrul.!  have  bet  :i  ('.i:;*.-:'^'.!^  to  have  deprived  the  ei 
lie  .:r  <»f  tl.r  i  uu  t  tis  ii.J  \  it- v  i  :m::-.- worthy  member*,  who 
a:  :I  ;•  ;'..rr.c  tin;-.*  j  \  ..'  in  •.!•.'.•  i^  i. ..:■■,  J",  i  J  com-nfli^'n  in  ihr  ar 
It  u  .»  u\t  M  ;■.!  :-r .    :.  •  •,  to  •."•  :■./.  '  .:  raw  Ui:<c^  t,i  air.T  I.  r;,r  cnein 
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did  the  minificr,  my  Lords,  think  it  fufficient  to  obftnid  the 
ion  to  America  by  employing  new  railed  troops,  unlefs  th^ 
kewife  placed  under  the  command  of  a  man,  who,  though  of 
seed  courage,  was,  wim  rcfped  to  the  conduct  of  an  army,  as 
at  as  diemfelvcs.  It  was  therefore  determined,  my  Lords, 
I  thofe  officers  who  had  gained  experience  in  former  wars,  and 
Jed  military  knowledge  by  perfonal  danger,  fliould  be  difap* 
i  and  rciefied  for  the  fake  of  advancing  a  man,  who,  as  he  had 
n,  was  iefs  likely  to  be  fuccefsfu],  and  was  therefore  more 
to  direct  an  expedition  propofcd  only  to  intimidate  the 
I  nation. 

It  the  event  \i-as  fuch  as  might  be  expeilcd  from  the  means, 
xirdfli;ps  need  not  to  be  informed,  nor  can  it  be  qucftioncd 
rhat  intentions  thclc  means  were  contrived. 
1  Tcrj-  far,  my  Lords,  from  charging  our  miniftcrs  with  igno- 
or  upbraiding  them  with  miftakes  on  thi<?  occafion,  for  their 
conduct  has  been  uniform,  and  a!l  their  fchems  condftent  with 
dier ;  nor  do  I  doubt  their  knowlcdjjc  or"  the  confcquencc  of 
Bcafurei^  fo  far  as  it  was  to  be  forefcen  by  human  prudence. 
ether  thev  have  carried  on  negotiations,  or  made  war  ;  whether 
conduif^d  our  own  aftaips,  or  thofc  of  our  ally  the  Queeti 
ry,  they  have  Hill  difcovered  the  lame  intention,  and  pro- 
it  by  the  lime  means.  They  have  fufFcrcd  the  Spanifti  fleets 
firft  for  fiipplies  from  one  port  to  another,  and  then  from  the 
of  Spain  to  thofc  of  America.  They  have  permitted  the 
irds,wiL'!oi:topporition,tohnd  in  Italy,  when  it  was  not  neccf- 
reti  to  wiriihold  them  from  it  by  any  actual  violence  ;  for  had 
et,  mv  Lords,  been  under  mv  com.Tiand,  I  would  have  onlv 
le  Spanifh  admiral  a  prohibition  to  Uti,  and  am  fure  it  would 
)cen  obfcrved. 

ey  have  neg!cJ^?d  to  purchnfc  the  fr i en Jfliip  of  the  King  of 
I,  which  might  perhaps  have  been  obtained  upon  cafy  term?, 
bich  they  ought  to  have  gained  at  whatever  rate ;  3:1  J  to  con- 
we  have  been  lately  informed  thit  the  neutrality  is  fi2ncJ. 
h,  my  Lords,  is  the  conduct  of  the  miniftry,  by  which  it  cannot 
urd  that  we  are  involved  in  maiiv  ditiiLultic?,  and  cxpok  J  to 
contempt ;  but  from  thi^  crntcmpt  v/e  may  recover,  and  dif- 
(k  Ofsrfelvcs  from  xtcic  d,:T\zv.h\':s  by  a  vi;:orci:s  prulccurion  of 
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mcafures  oppoficc  to  thole  by  which  wc  have  been  reduced  to 
frefcnt  ihtc. 

If  wc  confiJcr  without  that  confufion  which  fear  naturally 
duces,  the  circuniilanccs  of  our  afiUirl^  it  will  appear  that  we 
cipportu  111  tics  in  our  hands  of  recovering  our  loilcs,  and  re-ef^abiii 
our  reputation ;  thofc  loiVcs  which  have  been  fufix-rcd  while  wc 
two  hundred  fliips  of  war  at  fca,  which  have  permitted  ihr^c  hut 
mcrcltant  ihips  to  be  taken  ;  and  that  rcputaii>)n  which  has  beet 
ilroycd  when  there  was  no  temptation  either  tu  a  coniplLince 
our  cnemlcf,  or  to  a  dcfertion  of  our  fi  lends. 

It  is  w«.Fl  known,  niy  I«ords  that  wc  nuicc  war  itp:«.ilnt  r 
with  the  Qiicen  than  the  peoiilc  of  Spaing  and  it  i^  re^i^siui. 
loiulud'-',  thtU  a  war  CiinicJ  on  coiitiary  to  the  jjciicral  goad 
ii^;a;iilt  thi  vitncral  opinion,  ciinnA  l>c  laiinu. 

h  is  certain  tlut  the  Sp-iniat  J<:,  wliencie.  they  lia^e  been  ::tL 
by  n:L'i\  r.cc'.iajnltJ  with  tlic  kicn».i.-  of  wr.r,  ar.d  furnilhcd  wi:h  r 
f«ry  iliTtN  loi  lii^lile  attLnip'L>,  i.ave  ii;icov;rt\l  tili.'jr  i^fiora:; 
cowarulce,  and  haic  eiihcr  ficd  rncinly  ur  rdiiicd  uiirr.L^su*.!). 

h  ib  therefore  probable,  my  Lord-,  iliar  either  our  t:nc:n.c! 
d.Tsll  ir:)'n  the  pi  oil  cut  ion  of  a  wjr,  which  ic.v  of  them  appio^ 
tl..it  wt  lh.ul  Vy  vigorous  deiLeni)!  upon  their  coatls, and  their  coi 
t:.w-  in:eri'upt:c<:i  of  tlusr  tr.iue,  and  the  Jiminuiion  of  their  i< 
fii^>:i  e:':npe!  tl'.eni  to  uxeive  ptacc  u;'o:i  tiir  own  terms. 

iiu:  iluic  ad'.antn^e*^,  my  I.ii:d>,  a:e  i«:iiy  to  be  cxpcifleJ  f] 
chr.n 'e  oi  conduct,  wnieh  change  can  ne*. ^;  be  produced  bv  a  fee 
ap;  ri-bai'A  n  oi  the  pall  meafurc^.  lam  :l-.cieforc  of  opixuon, 
we  «i-ii^^ii:  til  .Kidibb  the  tnroi^e  in  ^.:ic:..l  tc:m5,  accoidin^  t 
mi\ir\< ::'.  piJLt./e  cf  tiK-  IIi>uie, 

I  I  I  w!i:i«'..i:rij;  tli:-  AJu.ei.v  propiiit.!,  I  c.iitnot  but  conc*ude  I 
i^  u  •*  r.w.'.A  i:::h.!cd,  an'i  tiia:  it  u  'jW  ro  more  foiciblc  if  i 
ini;^:  C'.'ii.  X  :  to  ihoiteii  it  \\:\\  b.*  no  i!.:V:vult  t.iik,  by  the  on 
ill  ..  !  M.-  L....:ic-s  that  cotre'i^und  wnU  p.nticai.k:  paits  ot  li;&  M.«j 
Ijii.    :i,  v.:».wS  I  car.not  i!!Ui»\Li  ti.e  n.-cefliiy  oi  rejH;a::n^- 

In  :  .  -  i  o:i'.'iatul.:liori  t<i  li.s  M.ijel'tv  upon  h;>  return  to  hi« 
ui  r  .•  :^  iio:i.i:i,iv'.N,  nti  I.i.r.i  fliail  concur  nic»re  readily  or 
41-"  ..fiv  :i.-;'.  n.'.uii  ,  i  i  ll:-il  I  even  »l..iiv  to  extex'.d  niv  co 
i*».  M-  r  .  ihc  nni..i*M,  \\\.:::  :t  ih.il!  "i'p--r  t/.at  thvy  dcle;\c  I 
b'.it  I  ..'u  ..eve:  Wili..-.:!  i.)  Vi  \..\.i\\  «  f  ;  ;^::  ,  I  c»aufc  it  bccoxi 
\-!-.i-'-^!.  liv  b«  r  •  j.rcd  ...!'•.  '-cfK  At  I  :  a    i  on  oceallcn^  tj  n:.: ' 
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scUs>  I  can  never  conTenc  to  praife  before  I  have  exaatined,  bccanft 
csquinr  comes  too  late  after  approbation. 

Lord  CuoLMON'DELEY  rofe  next,  and  fpokc  to  this  eflfeft :— My 
If  the  dangers  that  threaten  our  happinefs  and  our  iafety  be 
as  tfaey  have  been  reprefented ;  if  ambition  has  extended  her 
almoft  beyond  a  poffibiiity  of  reftftance,  and  oppreffion,  elated 
fucccfs  begins  to  defign  no  \tb  than  the  univerfal  flaverj  of 
'^rtl ;    if  the  powers  of  Europe  ftand  aghail  at  the  calamities 
bane  over  them,  and  liften  with  helplefs  confufion  to  that  ftorm 
±  thev  can  neither  avoid  nor  refift,  how  ou^ht  our  condufi  to 
injiuenced  bv  this  uncommon  ftate  of  affairs  ?  Ought  we  not  to 
the  alarm  while  it  is  poffibie  to  make  preparation  againft  the 
?  Ought  we  not  to  improve,  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  the 
important  interval  ?  to  unite  our  counfels  for  the  proteftion  of  liberty, 
cxrrt  all  our  influence  againft  the  common  enemies  of  fociety, 
ie  unwearied  difturbers  of  the  tranquility  of  mankind  ? 

To  what  purpofe,  my  Lords,   are  the  mifcries  that  the  prefent 
£&a^oiis  of  Europe  may  bring  upon  us,  To  pathetically  defcribed. 
d  io  accurately  enumerated,  if  they  are  to  produce  no  effect  upon 
couniUs  I  And  what  effect  can  be  wifhed  from  them,  but  unani- 
with  that  vigour  and  difpatch  which  arc  its  natural  confe- 
and  that  fuccefs  with  which  fteadinefs  and  expedition  are 
gnenlly  rewarded  ? 
k  might  be  hoped,  my  Lords,  that  thofc  who  have  fo  clear  a  view 
prefent  embarraflments,  and  whofc  fagaciry  and  acutenefs  cxpoi« 
to  a  fenfibiiit}'  of  future  ir.iferies,  perhaps  more  painful  than 
SoaU  be  excited  by  any  prefent  and  real  calamities,  fliould  not  bt 
llUB  tortured  to  no  purpofe.     Every  paifion,  my  Lords,  has  its  proper 
ehjed  by  which  it  may  be  laudably  gratified,  and  every  difpofitlon  of 
•iad  mav  be  directed  to  ufeful  ends.     The  true  ufe  of  that  forefi^ht 
ef  fiiuire  events,  with  which  fome  great  capacities  arc  fo  eminently 
eodowed,  is  that  of  producing  caution  and  fug ge (ling  expedients. 
What  advantage,  my  Lords,  would  it  be  to  navic;ators,  that  their 
fOot  could  by  any  preternatural  power  difcovcr  lands  or  rocks,  if  he 
Vis  too  negligent  or  too  ftubborn  to  turn  ths  vcfkl  out  of  the  danger  I 
Or  how,  mj  Lords,  to  purfue  the  comp^-rifon^  would  that  pilot  be 
fettted  bj  the  crew,  who,  after  hiiving  int'omicd  them  of  their  ap« 
fraKh  toa  ilioal  or  whirlpool,  and  f^t  before  them,  with  nil  his  i     to- 
Bdc,  the  horrors  of  a  ibipwrcck|  diould,  inilead  of  directing  then 
Vol.  U.  C  v 
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void  dcftni^iioiH  and  aiEftifig  their  endeavourt  I  tfadr  caaflM 
filfety,  amufc  them  with  the  mifcarriagts  of  paft  v  ptjth  ud  Al 
IJanders  aod  ftupidity  of  their  former  pilot  ? 
,  Whether  any  parallel  can  be  formed  between  Cudk  ill-timed  btan 
and  wild  miiconducl,  and  the  manner  in  which  your  lordflupa  hnj 
Iiren  treated  on  this  occafion,  it  is  not  my  province  to 
Nor  have  I  any  other  dcfi^n  than  to  Ihow  that  the  only  proper 
duA  in  time  of  real  danger  is  preparation  againft  it,  and  that  wit  mi 
eloquence  thcmfelvcs,  if  employed  to  any  other  purpoie«  lofe  tfad 
excellence,  becaulc  they  lofe  their  propi  icty. 

It  does  not  appear,  my  Lords,  that  the  Addrefs  now  propofed  ia 
dudes  any  approbation  of  paft  meafures,  and  therefore  it  is  necdleft  H 
enquire  on  this  occafion  whether  the  conduct  of  our  Minifters  or  A4 
mirals  defervcs  prait'e  or  cenfure. 

It  does  not  appear,  my  Lords,  that  by  cenfuring  any  part  of  oi 
late  conduct,  however  dcuimental  to  the  publick  it  may  at  prcAaC  h 
imagined,  any  of  our  loiles  will  bt  repaired,  or  any  part  of 
putation  retrieved  ;  and  therefore,  fuch  proceedings  would  only 
our  counfels,  and  divert  our  thoughts  from  more  important 
derations ;  confiderations  which  his  Majefty  has  recommended  to 
and  which  cannot  be  more  ftrongly  prelTed  upon  us  than  by  the 
Lord  who  oppofcd  the  motion  i  for  he  moft  powerfully  incsm  t 
unanimity  and  attention,  who  moft  ftrongly  reprefents  tfacduigcr  % 
our  fituation. 

Ot  the  gocnl  eflccls  cif  publick  confultacions,  I  need  i 
my  Lords,  that  they  anlc  from  the  j«iint  endeavour  of  many 
ttandnigs  co-operating  to  the  fame  end  ;  from  the  rtafimingt  and  ol 
fervjtion^ot  many  ir.di\iduals  of  different  lludies,  indinatiom  m 
capericnce,  all  dircctij  lo  the  liluAration  uf  the  fame  queftioo,  whk 
IS  therefore  fo  accurat.iy  difculTed,  fo  varioufiy  illuftrated,  and  I 
ampiy  diiipU)-cJ,  that  a  inofc  comprehenfive  view  is  obtainod  of  i 
Dtlations  and  conkquences,  than  can  be  hoped  from  the  wifSon  i 

knowlcJ?r  .i|  Mw  hnLie  r*an. 

•-  ■       (J 

Bi!C  tiii>  iiii'anugr,  my  Lords  can  only  be  expected  from  unk 
ftnd  cuncuL-CLce;  lor  wiicn  the  diAirent  members  of  a  natioo 
cuuncii  cnur  w.th  uiftlrwiii  defi^ns,  and  exert  their  abiotics  not  I 
much  to  promote  Any  f^cwA  purpofi»,  as  to  obviate  the  meafara 
and  co.i:u(c  the  ac ^um.^nLs  ot  each  othir,  the  public  s  deprived  of  i 
icic  bcjiLiit  (lut  aki^i.1  be  cxpedcd  from  the  co     thre  wildoa  ( 


I74'0  T  H  B      A   D    o   a   £    S    S.  19 


whatever  may  be  the  capacity  of  tbofe  who  compofe  them. 
thus  divided  and  difturbed,  will  perhaps  conclude  with  lefe 
ncc  dian  any  finglc  member,  as  any  man  may  more  eafily  difco- 
mt  mith  without  affiftance,  than  when  others  of  equal  abilities  are 
Mployed  in  perplexing  his  enquiries,  and  interrupting  the  operations 
tf  Us  mind. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  fafer  for  a  nation,  even  in  time  of 
|nor  and  disorder,  to  be  deprived  of  the  counfels  of  tliis  Houfe,  than 
li  confide  in  the  determinations  of  an  aflembly  not  uniform  in  its 
views,  nor  conneded  in  its  interefts ;  an  aflembly  from  which  little 
on  be  hoped  by  thofe  who  obferve  that  it  cannot,  without  a  tcjdious 
debate,  prolonged  with  all  the  heat  of  oppofition,  difpatch  the  firft 
•■d  moft  curfory  part  of  publick  bufinels, — an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  prance  too  frequent,  to  confound 
fiift  with  prefent  queftions,  to  perplex  every  debate  by  an  £ndle& 
■nltiplication  of  objeds,  and  to  obftrud  our  determinations  by  fub- 
ilitiiting  one  enquiry  in  the  place  of  another. 

llie  only  queftion,  my  Lords,  now  before  us  is,  whether  the  Ad- 
4e&  which  the  noble  Lord  propofed,  implies  any  commendation  of 
fiftmcafures,  not  whether  thofe  meafures deferve  to  |y  commended; 
aUcfa  is  an  enquiry  not  at  prefent  to  be  purfued,  becaufe  we  have  not 
«w  before  us  the  means  of  attaining  iatisfa£tion  in  it,  and  which 
«qgh  therefore  to  be  delayed  till  it  fhall  be  your  Lordihips  pleafure 
to  appoint  a  day  for  examining  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  to  demand 
letters,  inftrudions,  and  memorials,  which  are  neceilary  to  an 
and  fenatorial  dilquiiition. 

In  the  mean  time,  fince  it  is  at  leaft  as  expedient  for  me  to  vindi* 
as  for  others  to  accufe  thofe  of  whofc  conduct  neither  diey  nor 
Ihan  yet  any  regular  cognifance,  and  I  may  juftly  expeS  from  the 
waifcwf  of  your  LonUhips,  that  you  will  be  no  lefs  willing  to  hear 
aaapolc^ft  than  a  cenfurer,  I  will  venture  to  fufpend  the  true  quef- 
fian  a  few  moments,  to  juftify  that  condud  which  has  been  fo  wan- 
iBoIy  and  (b  contemp^ufly  derided. 

That  the  prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  my  Lords,  ought 
Iscagage  the  cloieft  attention  to  the  Britifh  nation,  is  freely  con- 
tUm  It  is  evident  that  by  no  other  means  our  commerce,  our  11- 
ka^  or  our  cdigion  can  be  fecured,  or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  re* 
kiMd  bom  ovarwhehning  |be  univerfe.  It  is  allowed  that  the 
%BHi  «f  Hupgary  ku  m  dsum  to  out  affiftance  by  othec  tks  tSoAH 
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thofe  of  iDtereft ;  tliat  it  was  promifed  upon  the  ^tb  of 
it  is  demanded  by  the  loudeft  calls  of  honour»  juftice  and 
And  did  it  not  appear  too  juvenile  and  romanticy  I  might  wi 
her  perfonal  excellencies  are  fuch  as  might  call  armies  to  ha 
aiice  from  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  earth  i  that  her  conft 
the  aflcrtion  of  her  rights  might  animate  every  generous  mil 
equal  iirmnefs ;  and  her  intrepidity  in  the  mtdll  of  danger  and  < 
when  every  day  brings  accounts  of  new  encroachments,  awl 
new  encroachment  difcourages  thofe  from  whom  (he  auy  d 
fiftance  from  declaring  in  her  favour,  might  infpire  with  ard 
her  prefervation  all  thofe  in  whom  virtue  can  excite  revere 
whom  calamities  unjuftly  inflii^ed  can  touch  with  indignatioa 

Nor  am  I  afraid  to  affirm,  my  Lords,  that  the  conditioo 
illuftrious  Princefs  raifed  all  thefe  emotions  in  the  Court  of  i 
and  that  the  vigour  of  our  proceedings  will  appear  proportic 
our  ardour  for  her  fuccefs.  No  iboner  was  the  true  flate  of  afl 
conteftably  known,  than  twelve  thouiand  auxiliary  troops  wen 
and  commanded  to  march  to  her  ai&ftance,  but  her  affairs  ma 
more  eligible  for  her  to  employ  her  own  fubjc^ts  in  her  defem 
the  want  of  nonty  being  the  only  oblbcle  that  hindered  he 
raifmg  armies  proportioned  to  thofe  of  her  enemies,  (he  r< 
that  inilead  of  troops  a  fupply  of  money  might  be  (ent  he 
which  his  Msjcfky  willingly  complied. 

The  Briti(h  minifters  in  the  mean  time  endeavoured, 
ftrongeft  arguments  and  moll  importunate  tblicitaiioni,  to  i 
her  allies  to  equal  vigour,  or  to  procure  her  at&ilance  fro< 
powers  whole  intereft  mhu»  mere  remotely  affeded  by  her  diA 
the  cficifls  of  their  endeavours  are  not  yet  manifeft,  it  cannot 
p«ied  to  the  want  either  of  fincerity  or  diligence  ;  and  if  ai 
powers  (hould  be  pcrfuadcd  to  arm  in  the  common  caute,  it  c 
be  afcribcd  to  the  influence  of  the  Britifh  counl'cls. 

In  the  prosecution  uf  the  war  with  Spain,  it  does  not  appi 
Lords,  that  any  mcafarcs  have  been  nc^icctcJ«  which  prude 
bravery,  or  experience  could  be  expelled  to  dictate.  If  wc  h 
fered  greater  loiTcs  than  we  expcdtcd,  if  our  enemies  have  beo 
times  Uvourcd  by  the  winds,  or  fometimcs  hnvt  been  (•  hap] 
conceal  their  dcftgns,  and  elude  the  diligence  of  our  coma 
wh»  is  to  be  ccniured  ?  or  whiAt  is  to  be  concluded,  but  cba 
merer  was  denied^  that  the  chance  of  wtr  ia  uncettaiBt  A 
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Co  make  fallacious  calculations  of.  the  probabilities  of  fu- 
K,  and  that  our  enemies  may  fometimes  be  as  artful,  as 
,  and  as  Cagacious  as  ourfelves  I 

kS  die  general  opinion  of  the  Britifh  people,  my  Lords,  if  the 
opinion  may  be  collected  from  the  clamours  and  expedations 
rverjr  man  has  had  opportunities  of  obferving,  that  in  declaring 
on  Spain,  we  only  engaged  to  chaftife  the  infolence  of  a 
jf  helple(s  favages,  who  might  indeed  rob  and  murder  a  de- 
is  trader,  but  who  could  only  hold  up  their  hands  and  cry  out 
cy,  or  (kulk  in  fecret  creeks  and  unfrequented  coafts,  when 
war  (hould  be  fitted  out  agalnft  them*  They  imagined  tha( 
ifications  of  the  Spanifli  citadels  would  be  abandoned  at  the 
nd  of  cannon,  and  that  their  armies  would  turn  their  backs 
gbt  of  the  ftandard  of  Britain. 

IS  not  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  the  greateft  part  of  our 
as  carried  on  in  fight  of  the  Spanifli  coafls,  and  that  our 
Qts  muft  be  confequently  expofed  to  inceflant  moleftation  from 
flcls,  which  our  fliips  of  war  could  not  purfue  over  rocks  and 
I.  It  was  not  fufficiently  confidered,  that  a  trading  nation 
Iways  make  war  with  a  nation  that  has  fewer  merchants, 
be  difadvantage  of  being  more  expofed  to  the  rapacity  of  pri- 
renturers.  How  much  we  had  to  fear  on  this  account  was 
IS  kjr  the  late  war  with  France,  in  which  the  privateers  of  a 
ty  port«,  injured  the  commerce  of  this  nation,  more  than  their 
navies  and  celebrated  admirals. 

iA>rds,  it  would  very  little  become  this  auguft  AiTembly,  this 
ly  fo  renowned  for  wifdom,  and  for  juftice,  to  confound  want 
rncc  with  want  of  fuccefs,  fince  on  many  occafions  the  wifeft 
s  may  be  defea'tcd  by  accidents  which  could  not  be  forefeen  ; 
ley  may  fometimes  be  difcovered  by  deferters,  or  fpics,  and 
IC6  eluded  by  an  enemy  equally  (kilful  with  ourfelves  in  the 
of  war. 

any  of  thefe  apologies  are  neceflary  to  the  adrniniftration,  I 
from  intendmg  to  infmuate,  for  I  know  not  that  we  have 
'fiiccefs  10  any  of  our  defigns,  except  the  attack  of  Cartha- 
f  which  the  mifcarriage  capnot  at  leaft  be  imputed  to  the  mi- 
nor is  it  evident  that  any  other  caufes  of  it  are  to  be  afHgned 
s  diflicttlty  of  the  enterprife  :  and  when,  my  Lords,  did  zxc^ 
uktwur,  ii7£b<7iir  c;^nencjng  6me  diiappouitments  ^ 

^3  TViefc 


it  DBBATgOII  [oi4 

Thdc  confiderations,  my  Lords,  I  have  thought  mjklf  obtige 
my  regard  to  truth  and  juftice,  to  lay  before  you,  to  diffipatr  tho( 
picions  and  that  anxiety  which  might  have  arifen  from  a  dii 
representation  of  our  late  meafures  ;  for  I  cannot  but  once  mon 
ferve,  that  a  vindication  of  the  conduA  of  the  miniftry  t$  by  no  ■ 
a  neceflary  preparative  to  the  Adrireft  propofed. 

The  Addrefs  which  was  fo  modeflly  offered  to  your  LordOitps, 
Kot  be  faid  to  contain  any  more  than  a  general  anfwer  to  his 
jeftv's  fpeech,  and  fuch  declarations  of  our  duty  and  afleAion,  a 
always  due  to  our  Sovereign,  and  always  expedcd  by  him  on 
dccafions. 

If  our  a!1ies  have  been  negleded  or  betrayed,  my  Lords,  we 
be  ftill  at  liberty  to  difcover  and  to  punifh  negligence  fo  detrimc 
and  treachery  fo  reproachful  to  the  Britifli  nation.  If  in  die 
againll  Spain  we  had  failed  of  fuccefs,  weihall  fttll  referve  in  our 
hands  the  right  of  enquiring  whether  we  were  onfuccefsfol  bj 
fupcriority  of  our  enemies,  or  by  our  own  fault  i  whether  our  ( 
manders  wanted  orders,  or  negleded  to  obey  them ;  for  what  c 
ran  be  produced  in  the  Addrefs  by  which  any  of  thefe  etnjuiriesc: 
fuppofcd  to  be 'predetermined  ? 

Let  us  therefore  remember,  my  Lord^,  the  danger  of  our  pr 
Aate,  and  the  neccffity  of  ileadinefs,  vigour  and  wildom  for  our 
prcfcrvation  and  that  of  Europe ;  let  us  confider  that  publkk  wil 
is  the  rcfult  of  united  counfds,  and  fteadinefs  and  vigour,  of  m\ 
influence  ^  let  us  remember  that  our  example  may  be  of  cqoal 
villi  cur  affiftance,  and  that  both  the  allies  and  the  fubjeAs  of  C 
Britain  will  be  conjoined  by  our  union,  and  diftraded  by  our  < 
(jr.ns ',  and  let  us  therefore  eruieavour  to  promote  the  general  int 
of  t^c  wor!i],  by  an  unanimous  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  in  the  li 
prrpofed  Vy  the  nob!e  Lord. 

Lord  Talbot  fjK>ke  in  the  followinc:  manner  :— My  Lords  i 
th.c  t'lfplay  of  thr  prcfcnt  rtate  of  turope,  and  the  account  of 
meafures  of  the  Britlih  minifters»  which  the  noble  Lord  who  ^ 
a^ainft  the  motion  has  laid  before  \*ou«  there  is  little  neccffity 
anuiher  attempt  to  convince  you  that  our  liberty  and  the  liberr 
f!urcpe  arc  in  danger,  or  of  diflurbing  your  refiedions  by  anc 
cnunfi'-rationof  fullics  and  mTsfortunes. 

I'o  mention  the  folly  oF  our  meafures  is  fbperfluoos  likrwifi 
Sttoihcr  ir^Iba.     Thcj  who  do  AOt  almA^  ^ackimtileil^  k  wit^ 
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UUj  TulpcAed  of  fuppreffing  their  conviAion ;  for  bow  can  it  be 
pSbity  that  they  who  cannot  produce  a  fingle  inftance  of  wifdom  or 
fatitude»  who  cannot  point  out  one  enterprife  wifely  concerted  and 
fnoe&rully  executed,  can  yet  fmcerely  declare,  that  nothing  has  been 
Wtted  which  our  intereft  required  i 

The  meafures,  my  Lords,  which  are  now  purfued,  are  die  fame 

wUdi  for  twenty  months  have  kept  the  whole  nation  in  continual 

diftarbamce,  and  have  raifed  the  indignation  of  every  man,  whofe 

jpRvate  intereft  was  not  promoted  by  them.     Thefe  meafures  cannot 

k  iaid  to  be  rafhly  cenfured,  or  condemned  before  they  are  feen  in 

tkir  full  extent,  or  expanded  into  all  their  c6nfequences  ;  for  they 

knre  been  profecuted,  my  Lords,  with  all  the  confidence  of  authority, 

■d  aQ  the  perfeverance  of  obftinacy,  without  any  other  oppofition 

I  tvx  fruitlels  clamours,  or  petitions  unregarded.     And  what  confe- 

.  fBoces  have  they  produced  ?    What  but  poverty  and  diftra^ons  at 

.hwe,  and  the  contempt  and  infults  of  foreign  powers  ?    What  but 

Ac  oeceffity  of  retrieving  by  war  the  loiTes  fuftained  by  timorous  and 

Aatory  negotiations  -,  and  the  mifcarriages  of  a  war,  in  which  only 

Uy  and  cowardice  have  involved  us  ? 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  aftonifhing,  than  that  it  (hould  be 
ifated  in  this  Allembly  that  we  have  no  ill  fuccefs  to  complain  of» 
llfht  we  not  hope  for  fuccefs,  if  we  have  calculated  the  events  of 
Mr,  and  made  ;i  fuitable  preparation  ?  And  how  is  this  to  be  done, 
ha  by  comparing  pur  forces  with  that  of  our  enemy,  who  muft  un^ 
doobtedly  be  more  or  lefs  formidable  according  to  the  proportion 
Vhich  his  treafures  and  his  troops  bear  to  our  own  ? 

Upon  the  afliirance  of  the  certainty  of  this  practice,  upon  the  evi- 
dence, my  Lords,  of  arithmetical  demonftration,  we  were  inclined 
tD  believe,  that  the  power  of  Britain  was  not  to  be  refifted  by  Spain, 
and  therefore  demanded  that  our  merchants  fhould  be  no  longer 
^undpredj  infulted,   imprifoned  and  tortured  by  fo  defpicable  an 


That  we  did  not  forefee  all  the  confequences  of  this  demand,  we 
now  ready  to  confefs ;  we  did  not  conjecture  that  new  troops 
lU  be  raifed  for  the  inva&on  of  the  Spanifh  dominions,  only  that 
pe  might  be  reduced  to  the  level  with  our  energies.  We  did  not 
imagine  that  the  fuperiprity  of  our  naval  force  would  produce  no 
conicquence  than  an  inequality  of  expence,  and  that  the  io>|A 
of  Britaifl  wwdJ  be  equipped  only  for  iheW)  oni^  to  VvamSik 

C  4  liBkit 
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die  (ailors  vkh  the  hatc/ul  moi?ilation  of  ui  imprcfs,  and  to  m 
the  crews  of  our  mcrc^.tilc  vc(!cl«,  chat  they  might  be  more 
uken  by  the  privateers  of  Spain. 

We  did  rx>t  expect,   my  Lords,  that  our  navies  would  fii 
vnicT  the  command  of  adoilrals  renowned  for  bravery,  Lnowl 
and  vigilance,  and  float  upon  the  ocean   without  dctign,  or 
ports  and  leave  them,  equally  inoflTenfive  as  a  packet-boat,  or 
trader. 

Bat  not  to  fpcak  any  longer,  my  Lords,  in  terms  (b  little  uiii 
the  :fr.portarice  of  thequefiion  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  < 
or  to  the  enormity  of  the  conduct  which  I  attempt  tor.\jy4e 
fucccG  of  war  is  only  to  be  ellimatcd  by  the  advantj^cs  i*hici 
gained^  in  proportion  to  the  lofs  which  is  fuScred  i  of  which  lo, 
cxpences  occafioncd  by  the  war  arc  always  the  chief  part,  ai 
which  it  is  ther^  fort  ufual,  st  the  conc!u.'ion  ot  a  peace,  fo 
conquered  povrr  *o  j^r.-,:r:;c  ihe  piymcnr. 

I  t.t  L^  c-A.  ;ii::.  *.  r*iy  Lofiis  i"  coiifcqiicnce  of  (his  pofitloa 
f:^^ts  o{  o'lr  prc'l-m  war  aiair.ll  Spin;  let  us  coiifidcr  what 
ratK.fiK. '  1  rl-fttl,  :.na  ii  w:!l  t-jfily  ap|x:ar  how  julViy  we  boi 
Ciif  wsfdtrn  ^ni  vigour. 

It  is  not  on  thi-t  occafion  ncccfTary  io  form  minute  calculji 
Of  to  compute  liif  expcnce  ofc^cry  company  of  foldicrs  and  fqiu 
or  Ihl^.s  ,  it  »:>  riii!y  ncccflLry  to  afl(.rt,  wha  will  I  hope  not  be 
f»..icju/  dmicJ,  cvrn  by  rhofe  whom  d^ily  pr.Wtlcc  of  abiurd  jpoli 
i.  I'.  ri««J".?:J  impregnable  by  the  force  of  truth,  that  fiich  cxpc 
a»  have  peuiirr  coiilnbutrd  fo  our  own  d'*fcnce,  nor  to  the  cifid 
i..l'c  i.f  the  Spaniard):,  have  been  thrown  away. 

If  ihl^  \yc  t^ranteti,  my  Jjords,  it  will  appear,  that  no  nation 
\rhcU  \:i  trc;.farcs  fo  profufcly  fquaridLrcd,  rver  paid  taxes  fo  will 
!  ,  .iiiu  fo  piuciiily  faw  thcni  pcrvcrtrj  ;  for  it  caiuio:,  my  La 
hr  \iT*:\.ilt  tr»»t  any  part  of  our  prcp.irktl.)n^   has  produced  a 
pMf.i  n:*'..  cTi-Jt ;  but  it  may  be  readily  (hewn  how  many  fleets 
Vit  »  C'l    i\v^;  oiil,  that  the  n.orchantb  might  want  Ciilor?,  and 
:   ■   |- ;'i !  .   l!'>::^  r.njht  Vr  C'l'::'::!!- J. 

As  t<j  t  u:  i!!  fuccrfs  i:i  Ani.r.^.i,  which  has  been  imputed  on 
il  .  i  li  -i.i'  c:  '.vjr,  it  wil!  be  tr  .i.naMr,  my  LorJ^,  to  afcrib 
*»r!i».f  *  .»..i  '  ;'  :i«-  -■:  of  it  a<  nil^ht  have  been  prevented  by  a  i 
f|-«-iiy  I'-iafurceiai  hi  of  \  -nion,  or  may  be  fuppofcd  CO  have  a 
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boBlbe  iimqpcrience  of  our  troops,  and  the  efcape  of  the  Spaniards 


if  oar  fleets  had  been  lent  more  early  into  diat  part  of  the  world, 
Spaniards  would  have  bad  no  time  to  ftrengthen  their  garriibns  i 
Dur  troops  been  acquainted  with  difcipline,  the  attack  would 
been  made  with  greater  judgment ;  and  had  not  the  Spaniards 
JTom  FenJ,  we  fliould  have  had  no  enemy  in  America  to 
ter.  Had  all  our  minifters  and  all  our  admirals  done  their 
V  it  is  evident  that  not  only  Carthagena  had  been  taken,  but 
half  the  dominions  of  Spain  might  now  have  owned  die  fove« 
of  the  crown  of  Britain. 
Tiiis,  my  Lords,  may  be  obferved  of  the  only  enterprize,  which 
isreatbnable  to  believe  was  in  reality  intended  againft  the  Spaniards, 
even  o:  this  our  minifters  had  not  before  contrived  the  defeat.  But 
all  the  reft  of  our  armaments  it  does  not  appear  that  any  efied  has 
leit  but  by  ourfelves,  it  cannot  be  difcovered  that  they  even 
any  alarms  or  anxiety  either  in  our  enemies  or  their  allies,  by 
perhaps  it  was  known  that  they  were  only  defigned  as  punifli- 
for  the  merchants  of  Britain. 
That  our  merchants  have  already  been  fcverely  chafiifed  for  their 
e  in  complaining  of  their  lofles,  and  their  temerity  in  railing 
nation  a  regard  for  its  commerce,  its  honour,  and  its  rights, 
t  from  a  dreadful  lift  of  three  hundred  (hips  taken  by  the 
,  fome  of  which  were  abandoned  by  their  convoys,  and 
Icized  within  fight  of  the  coafts  of  Britain. 
It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  the  Spaniards  have  likewife  loft 
number  of  veflels ;  but  what  elfe  could  they  expe£t  when 
]ky  engaged  in  a  war  againft  the  greateft  naval  power  of  the  uni- 
And  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Spaniards  have  this 
t;on  in  their  misfortune^,  that  of  their  fhips  none  have  been 
by  their  convoys,  or  wilfully  expofed  to  capture  by  being 
of  their  crews,  to  fupply  (hips  of  war  with  idle  hands. 
Tbt  Spaniards  will  likewife  confider,  that  they  have  not  harraflcd 
r  fubje^  for  the  protection  of  their  trade ;  that  they  have  not 
i^Bed  out  fleets  only  to  amufe  the  populace.  They  comfort  them- 
lilvn  with  the  hope,  th:it  the  Britons  will  foon  be  reduced  to  a  (bte 
;  tf  wcakscfs  below  thcmfelves,  and  wait  patiently  for  the  time  in 
Mich  the  mailers  of  the  Tea  (hall  receive  from  them  the  regulation 
jjl  didr  commerce  and  the  limits  cf  their  navigation. 


tC  DBBATEON  f»ie 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  my  Lords,  btzt  thit  hj  adhtriBg  to  i 
meafures,  our  minifters  will  in  a  (hort  time  gratify  their  hopai 
whatfoever  be  the  difference  between  the  power  of  two  contcd 
nations,  if  the  richer  Spends  its  treafures  without  elled,  and  cif 
its  troops  to  unhealthy  climates  and  imprafiicable  expadittonSp  w 
the  weaker  is  paritmonious  and  prudent,  they  muft  (bon  be  br« 
to  an  equality ;  and  by  continuing  the  fame  conduA,  the  «« 
power  muft  at  len^h  prevail. 

l*hat  this  has  been  hitherto  the  ftate  of  the  war  between  Bri 
and  Spain,  it  is  not  ncceflsry  to  prove  to  your  Lordlhips ;  it  b 
pjrenty  that  the  expences  of  the  Spaniards  have  been  far  kfii  I 
tliofe  of  Britain ;  and  therefore  if  Vve  (hould  fuppofe  the  aiAoal  k 
of  wir  equal,  we  are  only  wearing  out  our  force  in  ufelels  cfii 
and  our  enemies  grow  every  day  comparatively  ftronger. 

But,  my  Lord5,  let  us  not  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  ai£liial  li 
bnvc  been  equal ;  let  u«,  before  we  determine  this  queftion,  acciin 
compare  the  numl*cr  and  the  value  of  our  fliips  and  cargoes  i 
thofe  of  the  Spaniardf,  and  fee  on  which  fide  the  lofs  will  fall. 

And  let  us  not  forget,  what  in  all  the  calculations  which  I  1 
yet  feen  on  either  part  has  been  totally  overlooked,  the  nuabi 
men  ki!!ed|  or  captives  in  the  Britifli  and  Spanifh  dominions.  1 
my  LorJs,  are  at  once  ftrength  and  riches  i  and  therefore  it  is  a 
conlidered,  that  the  rooft  irreparable  lofs  which  any  nation  can  fid 
is  the  diminution  of  its  people:  Money  may  be  repaid,  and  C 
mvrcc  may  be  recovered,  even  libcny  may  be  regained,  but  the 
o!  peo}.le  can  ne\'er  be  retrieved.  Even  the  twentieth  genera 
nu*  h4\e  rc^fDu  to  exclaim.  How  much  more  numerous  and  ■ 
power fu!  would  this  nation  hive  been,  had  our  ancefturs  not  \ 
br  craved  in  the  expedition  to  Cartha^er.a  * 

Wha:  lo^,  my  LorJ^,  have  the  Spaniards  fuilained  which  cai 
put  in  balance  with  that  of  our  army  in  America,  an  army  givci 
to  the  vu!tures  of  an  unhealthy  climate,  and  of  which  thofe  i 
pcrifhcJ  hy  the  fwurJ,  were  in  reality  rd'cucd  from  more  Lnge 
torments  ? 

What  equivalent  can  iie  mentioned  for  the  liberty  of  multitude 
Britons,  now  languiibing  m  the  prifon^  of  Spain,  or  obliged 
bardlhip^  and  dcipcration  to  aflxft  the  enemies  of  their  couai 
What  have  the  Spaniard*  fuficrcJ  that  caa  be  oppo&d  to  the  di 
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Ml  which  the  couuueree  of  dus  mttoa  feds  from  the  detention  of 
IT  Man? 

^Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  lodes  not  to  be  paralleled  by  the  deftnidioft 
I^AKto  BcUo,  even  though  that  expedition  ihould  be  afcribed  to  the 
Thefe  are  lofles  which  may  extend  their  confequences  to 
ages,  which  may  long  unpede  our  commerce,  and  diminifli 
kipping. 
It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  in  this  time  of  peculiar 
',  patents  will  deftine  their  children  to  maritime  employments, 
that  any  man  will  engage  in  naval  bufinefi  who  can  exercife  any 
prafefion;  and  therefore  the  death  or  captivity  of  a  failor 
a  vacuity  in  our  commerce,  fince  no  other  will  be  ready  to 
his  place.  Thus  by  degrees  the  continuance  of  the  war  will 
our  trade,  and  diofe  parts  of  it  vrfiich  we  cannot  occupy, 
be  fnatched  by  tiie  French  or  Dutch,  from  whom  it  is  not  proba* 
that  they  will  ever  be  recovered. 
This,  my  Lords,  is  another  circiunftance  of  diiadvantage  to  which 
Spaniards  are  not  exposed;  for  their  trafiick  being  only  from  one 
of  their  dominions  to  another,  cannot  be  deftroyed,  but  will, 
the  fliort  interruption  of  a  war,  be  again  equally  certain  and 
profitable* 
b  appears,  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  vre  have  hitherto  fufFered 
we  than  the  Spaniards,  more  than  the  nation  which  we  have  fo 
ivh  lealbn  to  defpife  ;  it  appears  that  our  fleets  have  been  ufelefs, 
bi  that  our  troops  have  been  only  fent  out  to  be  deftroyed ;  and  it 
dl  Aercfore  furely  be  allowed  me  to  ailert,  that  the  war  has  not 
■eo  hitherto  fucceftful. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  my  Lords,  tiiat  as  die  Addrefs  now 
wopo/Sedj  cannot  but  be  undcrftood  both  by  His  Majefty  and  the 
uon,  to  imply  in  fome  degree  a  commendation  of  that  condud 
ihich  cannot  be  commended,  which  ought  never  to  be  mentioned 
■K  with  deteftation  and  contempt,  it  will  be  unworthy  of  this  Houfc, 
ve  to  the  whole  nation,  and  unjuft  to  His  Majefty. 
Majefty,  my  Lords,  has  fummoned  us  to  advife  him  in  this 
jiuidure,  and  the  nation  experts  from  our  determinations 
U  fdkf  or  its  deftnidion ;  nor  will  either  have  much  to  hope  from 

if  in  our  firft  public  ad  we  endeavour  to  deceive  them. 

thei;  fore  proper  to  change  the  common  form  of  our  Ad- 

ti«  A    me,  to  do  once  at  Icaft  what  His  Majefty  demands 
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and  the  people  expcSt^  and  to  remember  that  no  charaAert  are  i 
inconfiftent,  than  thofc  of  a  counfeUor  of  the  King,  and  a  laa 
of  the  Miniftry. 

Then  Lord  Abingdon  fpoke  to  diis  eflfed : — My  Lords,  I  I 
alwajrs  obfenred  that  debates  are  prolonged,  and  enquiries  perpk 
by  the  negled  of  method  ;  and  therefore  think  it  necefiary  to  0 
That  the  Queftion  may  be  read»  that  the  noble  Lords  who  (hal 
incUned  to  explain  their  fentiments  upon  it,  may  have  always  the  i 
point  in  view,  and  not  deviate  into  foreign  conftderations. 

[It  was  read  accordingly.] 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  purpofe  following:— 
Lords,  I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  laft  motion  by 
advanuge  which  it  has  aiForded  me  of  viewing  more  deliberately 
diftincUy  the  queftion  before  us ;  the  confideration  of  which  has  1 
firmed  me  in  my  own  opinion,  that  the  Addrefs  now  propoM  is  • 
a  flattering  repetition  of  the  fpccch,  and  that  the  fpeech  was  dr 
«p  only  to  betray  us  into  an  encomium  on  the  miniftry ;  wh 
they  certainly  have  not  deierved  any  commendations,  will,  I  h 
BOt  receive  them  from  your  Lordflilps.  For  what  has  been  the  n 
^  all  their  meafures  but  a  general  confufion,  the  dcpreflion  of 
own  nation  and  our  allies,  and  the  exaltation  of  theHoufepf  Bourl 

It  is  univerfdlly  allowed,  my  Lord^,  and  therefore  it  wouli 
foperfluous  to  prove,  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  now  in 
utmoft  danger ;  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  arrived  almd 
that  exalted  pinnacle  of  authority,  from  whence  it  will  look  d 
with  cutiicmpt  upon  all  other  powers,  to  which  it  will  hencefsin 
prefirribc  laws  at  picafure,  whofe  dominions  will  be  limited  b] 
dircAion,  and  whole  armies  will  march  at  its  command. 

That  Britain  will  be  long  exempted  from  the  general  fervit 
diat  we  fliall  be  able  to  ftand  alone  againft  the  whole  power  of 
rope,  which  the  French  may  then  bring  down  upon  u^,  and  pre! 
cmriclves  indq>crKlent,  while  every  other  nation  acknowledges 
authority  of  an  arb.tr ary  conqueror,  is  by  no  means  likely,  and  n 
be  perhaps  demoiiil  rated  to  be  not  pofTiblc. 

How  lon^  we  mi^ht  be  able  to  retain  our  liberty,  it  is  beyofk 
reach  ol  policy  to  determine ;  but  as  it  is  evident,  that  when 
empire  is  fubdued,  the  Dutch  will  quickly  fall  under  the  fiune 
minion,  and  that  all  their  ports  and  all  their  commerce  will  the 
in  the  hands  of  the  French,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  our  coma 
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piD  quickly  be  at  an  end.  We  (hall  then  lofe  the  dominion  of  the 
by  and  all  our  diftant  colonies  and  fettlements,  and  be  ihut  up  in 
m  own  ifland,  where  the  continuance  of  our  liberties  can  be  deter-> 
■iaed  only  by  the  refolution  with  which  we  ihall  defend  them. 
That  this,  my  Lords,  muft  probably  be  in  a  few  years  our  ftate^ 
the  fcbemcs  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  (hould  fucceed,  is  certain 
controverfy ;  and  therefore  it  is  evident,  that  no  man  to 
fuch  a  condition  does  not  appear  eligible,  can  look  uncon* 
at  the  confuTion  of  the  continent,  or  conftder  the  deftru^on 
die  Houfe  of  Auftria,  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  it. 
But,  my  Lords,  though  fuch  endeavours  are  the  duty  of  all  who 
engaged  in  the  tranfaclion  of  public  afiairs,  though  the  importance 
die  caufi;  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  be  acknowledged  in  the  Speech 
which  we  are  to  return  an  Addreis,  it  does  not  appear  that  tba 
ers  of  Britain  have  once  attempted  to  affift  her,  or  have  even 
n  any  thing  which  might  aggravate  her  diftrefs. 
The  only  eftectual  methods  by  which  any  efficacious  relief  could 
been  procured,  were  that  of  reconciling  her  with  the  King  of 
or  that  of  prevailing  upon  the  Muicovians  to  fuccour  her* 
A  reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  would  have  been  my 
care,  if  the  honour  of  adviiing  on  this  occafion  had  fallen  to  my' 
k.  To  have  mediated  fuccefsfully  between  them  could  furely  have 
ao  difficult  taflc,  becaufe  each  party  could  not  but  know  how 
h  it  was  their  common  intereft  to  exclude  the  French  from  the 
and  how  certainly  this  untimely  difcord  muft  expole  them 
Indi  CO  their  ancient  enemy. 

As  in  private  life,  my  Lords,  when  two  friends  carry  any  difpute 
between  them  to  improper  degrees  of  anger  or  reiencment,  it  is  the 
■oviccc  of  a  third  to  moderate  the  paffion  of  each,  and  to  reftore 
kat  benevolence  which  a  diiTerence  of  intereft  or  opinion  had  im« 
■irrd ;  fo  in  alliances,  or  the  friendfliips  of  nations,  whenever  it 
■happily  falls  out  that  two  of  them  forget  the  general  good,  and  lay 
kemielves  open  to  thofe  evils  from  which  a  ftri£t  union  only  can 
^Kferve  them,  it  is  ncceflary  that  fome  other  power  fbould  interpofe, 
nd  prevent  the  dangers  of  a  perpetual  difcord. 

Whether  this  was  attempted,  my  Lords,  I  know  not ;  but  if  any 
Uk  defign  was  in  appearance  proiecuted,  it  may  be  reafonably  ima- 
frooi  the  event,  that  the  negociators  were  defective  either  in 
y  ja  diligence  i  for  bow  can  it  be  conceived  that  any  man  ibould 


•a  contrarj  to  hit  own  uiimft»  to  wbcmi  tte  fall  «€  hit  •( 
truly  rq>refeiitcd  i 

But  not  to  fuppreft  what  I  cannot  doubc,  I  §m  conrino 
Lords,  that  there  is  in  reality  no  defign  of  aflifting  the  Q 
Hungary;  either  our  minifters  have  not  yet  nccofetenl  firoi 
appcebenfions  of  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  Houfc  of  AdI 
which  they  were  frighted  (bme  years  ago  into  the  bofim  of 
for  flielter,  and  which  left  Aem  no  expedient  but  tfetieatyof 
ver ;  or  they  are  now  equally  afraid  of  France,  and  cxpeA  tt 
iindir  to  be  forced  upon  them  by  the  power  whom  Aej  C 
folicitrd  to  fecure  them  bom  him. 

Whatever  is  the  motive  of  their  conduft,  it  is  evident,  my 
that  they  are  at  preiimt  to  the  unfortunate  Queen  of  Hungary, 
profefied  enemies,  or  treadmous  allies )  for  they  have  permit 
mvafion  of  her  Italian  dominions,  when  they  might  have  prcw 
without  a  blow,  oidy  by  commanding  the  Spaniards  not  to  tn 
their  troops. 

To  argue  that  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  was  not  of  I 
fuflkiem  to  oppofe  their  paflage,  is  a  fubterfoge  to  whkb  tb 
only  be  driven  by  the  necafity  of  making  fome  apology,  and 
folute  iinbility  to  produce  any  which  will  not  immediaicly 
covered  to  be  groundlefs. 

It  IS  known,  my  Lords,  to  all  Europe,  that  Haddock  hi 
under  his  command  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line,  and  nine  frigati 
that  the  Spanifli  convoy  confifted  only  of  three  (hips ;  and  ) 
(ailed  before  his  eyes  with  a  degree  of  lecurity  which  nothin| 
have  produced  but  a  psffport  from  the  court  of  firitain,  and  an 
exemption  from  the  danger  of  an  attack. 

It  may  be  mged,  that  they  were  proCeAcd  by  the  French  t^ 
and  that  Haddock  durft  net  attack  them,  becaufe  he  was  ui 
contend  with  the  united  fleets ;  but,  my  Lords,  even  this  it 
tobe&lfe ;  it  is  known  that  they  bore  no  proportion  to  the  < 
of  the  Britifh  fquadron,  that  they  could  not  have  made  even 
piaiaucc  of  a  battle,  and  that  our  commanders  could  have  be 
tmplojred  in  purfuit  and  captutcs. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  vrell  known  to  our  miniflcrs,  wl 
afraid  only  of  detlroying  the  Fiench  tqoadron,  and  were  v 
from  aptachiniiing  any  danger  from  it ;  bot  being  detasai 
Mfehafe*  on  anv  -tatmSft  ^ihe  eootinuanoe  of  the  friendftio  i 
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icSon,  GonCented  to  the  invafton  of  Italjr,  and  procured  a 
I  to  fail  out,  under  pretence  of  defending  the  Spanifh  tranfports, 
r  coofepliance  miglit  not  be  difcovered. 
iiSt  my  Lords,  may  reafonably  be  fufpeiSed  at  the  firft  view 
pcoceedings ;  for  how  could  an  inferior  force  venture  into 
of  an  enemy,  unie(s  upon  fecurity  that  they  fbould  not  be 
a  But  the  late  treaty  of  neutrality  has'changed  fufpicioa  into 
^  has  diicovered  the  fource  oi  all  their  meafures,  and  fhewn 
I  invaiioa  of  Italy  is  permitted  to  preferve  Hanover  from  the 
unity. 

•  is  great  danger,  my  Lords,  left  this  laft  treaty  of  Hanover 
^ve  the  decifive  blow  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  How  much 
irafles  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  making  it  neceflary  for  her 
t  her  fiorces,  is  obvious  at  the  firft  view ;  but  this  is  not,  ia 
laoo,  its  moft  £ital  confisquence.  The  other  powers  will  be 
by  the  example  of  our  miniftry,  to  conclude  treaties  of 
ty  in  the  iame  manner.  They  will  diftruft  every  appearance ' 
seal  for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  imagine  that  we  intend 
hypocritical  affiftance,  and  that  our  generals,  our  ambafla« 
adour  admirals,  have,  in  reality,  the  fame  orders. 
iagif  my  Lords,  is  more  dangerous  than  to  weaken  the  public 
When  a  nation  can  be  no  longer  trufted,  it  lofes  all  its  in- 
,  becaufe  none  can  fear  Its  menaces,  or  depend  on  its  alliance. 
■  no  longer  trufted,  muft  ftand  alone  and  unitipported ;  and 
rtain  that  the  nation  which  is  juftly  fufpcAed  of  holding  with 
.  enemies  a  fecret  intercourfe  to  the  prejudice  of  its  allies,  can 
mger  trufted. 

fiifpicion,  my  Lords,  this  hateful,  this  reproachful  charader, 
ixed  upon  the  court  of  Britain ;  nor  does  it  take  its  rife  only 
efsrbearance  of  our  admiral,  but  has  received  new  confirma- 
n  the  behaviour  of  our  ambaflSuior,  who  denied  the  treaty  of 
ty^  when  the  French  minifter  declared  it  to  the  Dutch.  Such 
ly  Lords,  is  the  reputation  of  die  Britiih  court,  a  reputation 
d  by  the  moft  flagrant  and  notorious  inftances  of  cowardice 
which  cannot  but  make  all  our  endeavours  ineflFeVfhial, 
all  thofe  pcvwers  whofe  conjundion  we  might  have 
d^  from  entering  into  any  other  engagements  than  fuch  as 
'fwduife  for :  fubfidies.    For  who,  upon  any  other  mo* 

lo  immediate  interefts  would  form  an  alliance  with  a  powtr 
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wiiich»  upon  tbe  firft  tppeanuice  of  danger,  gives  up  a  cool 
to  purchaTe,  not  a  large  extent  of  territory,  not  a  new  field  < 
merce,  not  a  port  or  a  citadel,  but  an  abjeA  neutrality  ? 

But  however  mean  may  be  a  fuppltcation  for  peace,  or  I 
infamous  the  defertton  of  an  ally,  I  wilh,  my  Lords,  that  tlii 
of  invading  the  queen  of  Hungary's  dominions  without  op] 
had  been  the  moft  culpable  concci&on  of  our  illuftrious  n 
of  whom  it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  that  they  have  ftipulat 
the  Spaniards,  that  they  flull  be  repaid  the  expence  of  the  wa 
plunder  of  our  merchants. 

Tliat  our  commerce  has  been  unneceflarily  expofed  to  tbe 
of  privateers,  from  which  a  very  fmall  degree  of  caution  mi{ 
preferved  it ;  that  three  hundred  trading  ihips  have  been  tak 
that  three  thouland  Britilh  (ailors  are  now  in  captivity,  is  a  cc 
tbn  too  melancholy  to  be  long  dwelt  upon,  and  a  truth  coo 
|o  be  fupprefled  or  denied. 

How  fuch  havock  could  have  been  made,  had  not  our  flu|) 
concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with  tbe  Spaniards,  and  left 
to  be  caaicd  on  only  by  the  merchants,  it  is  not  eafy  to  c 
for  furely  it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  all  theie  lofles  were  tt 
fary  confequence  of  our  fituation  with  regard  to  Spain,  whi 
expofed  the  Portugal  traders  to  hazard,  did  not  hinder  ' 
guarding  our  own  coafts. 

And  yet  on  our  own  coafts,  my  Lords,  have  multitude! 
fliips  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  ^  they  have  been  feiacd' 
veflcls  as  they  were  entering  our  ports,  and  congratulatir 
(elves  upon  their  cl'cape  from  danger. 

In  the  late  war  with  France,  an  enemy  much  more  (o 
both  for  power  and  fituation,  methods  were  difcovcred  hy  w 
trade  was  more  efficacioufly  proteded  :  by  ftationing  a  iqu 
tbe  mouth  of  the  channel,  of  which  two  or  three  Oiips  ai 
cnatxed  at  a  proper  dtftance  on  the  neighbouring  feas,  the  p 
were  kept  in  awe,  and  confined  to  their  own  harbours,  or 
they  ventured  to  leave  them. 

But  of  fuch  ufeful  rcguhtions  in  the  prefent  war  there 
hope  I  for  if  tbe  public  papers  are  of  any  credit,  the  King 
coofiders  the  captures  of  our  merchants  as  a  ftanding  reve 
hm  laid  ao  iodullo  upon  ihem  as  upon  other  pans  of  tb« 
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It  is  dierdbre  to  little  purpofe  that  meafures  are  propofcd  in  this 
Bttfe,  or  fchemes  prerented  by  the  merchants  for  the  prefervation  of 
ir  commerce  ;  for  the  merchants  are  coniidered  as  the  determined 
Bmics  of  our  minifter,  who  therefore  refolved  that  they  fliould  re- 
al of  the  war  into  which  he  was  forced  by  them,  contrary  to  thofe 
taonrite  fchemes  and  eftabliihed  maxims^  which  he  has  purfued  till 
bliberties  of  mankind  are  almoft  extinguifhed. 
kTberc  arc  indeed  fome  hopeSy  my  Lords,  that  new  meafures  refo- 
Iriy  punucd  might  yet  repair  the  mifchiefs  of  this  abfurd  and 
iBwdly  conduct,  and  that  by  refolucion  and  dexterity  the  ambition 
France  might  once  more  be  difappointed.  The  King  of  PrufTia 
at  length  convinced  that  he  has  not  altogether  purfucd  his 
intereft,  and  that  his  own  family  muft  fall  in  the  ruin  of  the 
of  Auftria.  The  King  of  Sardinia  appears  firm  in  his  dctcr- 
to  adhere  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  has  therefore  re- 
a  pailage  through  his  dominions  to  the  Spanifh  troops.  The 
IS  <rf  Holland  feem  to  have  uken  the  alarm,  and  nothing  but 
V  diftruft  of  our  fincerity  can  hinder  them  from  uniting  againfl: 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

This  diftruft,  my  Lords,  we  may  probably  remove,  by  reviving  on 

iioccafion  our  ancient  forms  of  addrefs,  and  declaring  at  once  to 

Majcfty,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  that  we  are  hx  from 

ing  the  late  meafures. 
There  is  another  reafon  why  the  fliort  AddrefTes  of  our  anceftors 
be  preferred  to  the  modern  forms,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
ticuUr  hOs  are  often  comprehended.     It  is  evident,  that  the  Ad- 
'wfa  arc  prefented  before  there  can  be  time  to  examine  whether  the 
coiitained  in  them  are  juflly  ftated ;  and  they  muft  therefore  lofe 
eficacy  with  the  people,  who  are  fufficiently  fagacious  to  dif- 
laguiih  fervile  compliance  from  real  approbation,  and  who  will  not 
lymiftake  the  incenfe  of  flattery  for  the  tribute  of  gratitude. 
With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  Addrefs  propofed  to  your 
iloiHhips,  which  is,  like  others,  only  a  repetition  of  the  fpcech,  there 
■  «^  kaft  one  objection  to  it,  too  important  to  be  fupprefled. 

'^  it  affirmed  in  the  fpeecb,  in  what  particular  words  I  cannot 
'^'^l  remember,  that  fince  the  death  of  the  late  German  Emperor, 
**Uttereft  of  the  Q{ieen  of  Hungary  has  been  diligently  and  invariably 
^f'''*^ }  an  aifextion  which  His  Majeily  is  too  wife,  too  equitable^ 
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and   too  g-ncrous  to  h^vc  uttcrtJ,  but  at  the  perinfion  of 

minrfters. 

His  Majcfty  wt\l  iirsotr*,  t'-T't  no  impDrtart  afliiljifTCe  hn  h 
hitherto  z:vcn  :o  th-r  'jnharrv  r*r:r,cci">;  h-  kiwms  thit  t!ic  twi 
thoufjinJ  iT'jn,  w  •o  arc  uiJ  :o  na*.  r  b^vn  raiVd  fjr  the  defence  of 
err. p ire,  thjt'c  mighty  tr^";-^  bv  whof;  a£ihince  the  enemies 
AuTtrii  were  to  be  fcjtrc.-cJ,  n-vcr  marched  b^yorJ  the  terriMrj 
Ha-.ovtr,  n:.r  Ict'c  zhz:  b!  sr'-l  ci:-^r.trv  for  a  fmcle  Jav.  And  ii 
p'  ba\?  thjt  ::ic  (^.^:i  w  «!j  l.ive  preferred  in'^nrv  for  troops^  I 
(he  j;^t  bes:;  i.JorriicJ  ti:.-:  ::  wuu!J  be  more  eafilv  obtained? 

Vor  was  ev^:i  *>'$  i^cui.iary  a!l::!jrKe,  though  compatible  V 
the  fccjr::v  of  Haiyjve:,  i^ranud  he:  w;thou:  reluctance  and  di 
cuhv,  of  which  no  i>ihir  ^kronf  is  ncceitirj  than  the  diliance  httm 
tnc  priirr^::'-*  zr.d  the  jvr-jrfiur.c.*  of  ;c.  The  moiK-y,  my  Lord^ 
rot  vet  j'l  paid,  ihoj- li  iIk-  Ijrt  o.noKvil  wa*  wrr*  latclv  tixed.  & 
i«  t^.e  3rIii!.M!cc  wh:ch  the  u:iiccJ  inrluence  of  julhcc  and  compafl 
hji  vet  P'ocvired  from  ihc  court  of"  Britain. 

<.)ur  minitterN  have  been  therefore  hitherto,  mv  I^rJs,  lb  far  il 
a't.:i^  with  \i~-  -.if  in  favour  of  t:ie  Houic  «.>f  AulUia,  that  ther  hi 
r.  vcr  folicited  the  court  of  Mukow,  aimoil  the  only  court  oi 
i;  .!iptni«.r-.t  on  France,  to  cn^aiie  tn  her  defence.  How  wilclf  d 
r.  .-r.ty  pimer  ui'.l;n£uiihes  !;er  real  intcrcfl,  and  how  ardentlj  1 
pirT-it^lt,  ti.e  w.i'ilf  y^ot\^  \*as  corjviiKfJ  in  her  alliance  wtlhi 
I.i*e  Krrr.ror  ;  nor  i-  i:  uiiIiLilv, that  flic  mii:ht  have  been  eafilr  pi 
ft.  J.ii  :.j  .I.I.0  {i«';«:vio.!  u.H  oj'i^hKr  with  equal  r.eal.  But  we  nci 
aCk'  i  ii'.r  aV.  kkc  icli  v^c  laoulJ  obtain  it,  and  vet  we  boatl  of  o 
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(  ,•:;{  .-T.  .r:r  r>  i:;o:i;h:  '.:  mere  nearly  conccrni-d  iliein  li»  huod 
o.ij  jiKTv'i.i./i  :'<  m  t.»  iiCi^vtur  our  awK's,  and  thereturc  adT»ictedl 
>f'.:'.!a(i»  ::  :^i  i:~:.-i  by  ivh:i.h  prudent  conduct  they  dextroMiir 
«  ..  .-  v*,  ..t.i.vii  I  .c  ilou.j  (•!  I  Jour  boil,  embarr.ifi'-d  :nc  C^cen 
H-iM  ,iry,  r.::d  -iija::^crcd  ir.i:  .rJl.ts  of  the  Uniilh  nKrchants  lyi 
J I  i.<  ..l.i>iii  •,  cf:.  .t«  which  were  btclr  valued  at  Ax  hundred  thouA 
l>>u:--i*,  but  v.r.:ir),  by  the  fc.Muble  aintal  ol*  the  Spaniards^  a 
h.  j  ij.l.  .Ciiuii-!  lo  h.i'l  ilK-ir  j^r.jc. 

i  r.f^c  t.iitciozr  i  need  not  ui^'e  to  your  I.<ordiliips  the  neccScy 
cunfunn;  our  Addrrff  to  thanks  and  congrvtutatioiis  becauie  ic 
not  ftc^eiLrv  to  Ly  how  inconfiilenc  it  muft  be  thought  wrth  I 
dijpuii.  kii  th;»  Houf;  to  echo  falihood,  and  to  couatcnAocc  perfidj 

#.  Th 

4 


.]  THEADDRE8S,  g5 

the  Duke  of  Newcastle  Q)oke  to  the  following  eficd : 
by  The  manner  in  which  the  noUe  Lord  who  fpoke  laft 
bis  fentiments,  never  fails  to  give  pleafure^  even  where  his 
is  produce  no  convidion ;  and  his  eloquence  always  receives 
diough  it  may  fometimes  be  di&ppointed  of  its  more  im* 


prefimt  debate,  my  Lords,  I  have  heard  no  argument,  by     • 
im  inclined  to  change  the  ufual  forms  of  addrefs,  or  to  rejtSt 
m  which  has  been  made  to  us. 

iddrefs  which  has  been  propofed,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  juAIy 
le  either  with  flattery  to  the  minifters,  or  with  diflngenuitjr 
tSt  to  the  people ;  nor  can  I  difcover  in  it  any  of  thofe  po* 
hich  have  been  reprefented  fo  folladous  and  dangerous.  It 
only  a  general  deckration  of  our  gratitude,  and  an  aflisrtioii 
»l ;  a  declaration  and  aflertion  to  which  I  hope  no  Lord  in 
ibly  will  be  unwilling  to  fubfcribe. 

.  enquiry  into  the  propriety  of  this  Addrefs  has  produced, 
neceflarily  or  not,  many  obfervations  on  the  prefent  fbte  of 
and  many  animadverfions  upon  the  late  condufl,  it  cannot 
>per  for  me  to  oflFer  to  your  Lordfhips  my  opinion  of  the 

which  have  been  purfued  by  us,  as  well  in  the  war  with 
^  with  regard  to  the  Q^ieen  of  Hungary,  and  to  propofe  my 
nts  concerning  the  events  which  may  probably  be  produced 
ftradions  on  the  continent. 

leviation  from  the  queftion  before  us,  will  at  leaft  be  as  eafily 
I  in  me  as  in  the  noble  Lords  who  have  exhibited  fo  gloomy 
otation  of  our  approaching  condition,  who  have  lamented 
ry  with  which  they  imagine  all  the  ftates  of  Europe  about 
irrafled,  and  defcribed  the  infolence  and  ravages  of  diofe 
s  to  whom  their  apprehenfions  have  already  given  the  empire 
xnCU.     For  furely,  my  Lords,   it  is  an  endeavour  no  lefs 

to  difpel  terror,  than  to  excite  it ;  and  he  who  brings  us 
Hunts  as  we  defire  to  receive,  is  generally  liftened  to  with 
ce^  however  unelegant  may  be  his  expreifions,  or  however 

Ins  narration. 

the  power  of  the  family  of  Bourbon  is  arrived  at  a  very 
IS  and  formidable  extent ;  that  it  never  was  hitherto  employed 
floA  di^  hai  p      s  of  the  univerfe  -,  that  the  fame  (cYiem^^ 
r  utceAorsh     red  fo  ardently  and  h  fucc^uWy  to  dcftro^^ 

D  2  W  acc^ 
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are  now  fermed  tSrtA^  tud  intmM  to  be  n  iiuiiiitti  i 
tioD  i  dut  die  cxopm  h  drfigned  to  be  held  icefonrtrd  ta  i 
deoce  on  Fnnce,  and  dsat  the  Houfr  of  Aofuia,  hj  which  dbe 
OMO  rig^  of  mankind  have  been  ib  long  fupported,  is  now  ii 
oat  for  deflrufiion,  is  too  c%  ident  to  be  contcfted. 

It  is  aDowed,  my  Lords,  that  the  power  of  the  Hovfe  of  A 
which  diere  was  once  rcafon  to  dread,  left  it  might  have  bee 
plojed  agaioft  us^  is  now  altnoft  rxtinguiflied ;  and  that  name 
has  for  b  manjr  ages  fJicd  ths  hiftories  of  Europe,  is  in  dan 
being  forgotten.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  Houie  of  Auftria  cani 
writfaottt  ci^>ofixig  all  thoEt  who  have  hitherto  been  fupported 
alliance  to  the  utmoft  danger ;  and  I  need  not  add,  that  Attj 
therefore  to  affift  it  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  the  moA  vi| 
8>eafures. 

It  may  be  fuggefted,  my  Lords,  that  this  affiftance  has  been  J 
delayed  till  it  is  become  ufclefs,  that  the  utmoft  expeditioo  i 
loo  (low,  and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  too  weak  to  ftop  the  t 
of  dse  conqoefts  of  France  ;  that  the  fatal  blow  will  be  ftruck, 
we  fliaU  have  an  opportunity  to  ward  it  ofi*,  and  that  our  regs 
Che  Hoofe  of  Auftria  will  be  only  compaffion  for  the  dead. 

But  tfaefey  my  Lords,  I  hope,  are  only  the  apprehenfions  of  i 
€>verbome  with  fudden  terrors,  and  perplexed  by  a  confofed 
of  complicated  danger  ;  for  if  wt  confider  more  diftindly  the  | 
which  may  be  brought  in  oppofition  to  France,  we  ftiall  ftnd  no 
for  defpairing  that  we  may  once  more  ftand  up  with  fuccefs  in  i 
of  our  religion  and  the  liberty  of  mankind,  and  once  more  : 
thofc  trouUcrs  of  the  world  to  the  ncccifity  of  abandoning  thi 
ftrufiive  defigns. 

The  noble  Lord  has  already  mentioned  the  prefcnt  dit'pofii 
three  powerful  ftates,  as  a  motive  for  vigorous  rcfolutions, 
conGderation  chAt  may  at  leaft  prcfcrve  us  from  dcfpair  ;  ai 
no  imall  fatisfactloo  to  me  to  obfrrve,  that  his  penetration  a 
IKiicnce  incline  him  to  hope  upon  the  profpc^k  of  aft*airs  as  the 
appear  |  bccaufc  I  doubt  not  but  that  hope  will  be  improve 
ion  Hilt  ncc,  bv  (!;.-  account  which  1  can  now  give  your  La 
of  the  iLtcntion  of  anoihr-  power,  yet  more  formidable,  to  < 
ymh  us  in  the  great  dcfign  of  rcpreffing  the  infolcnce  of  Fran 

A  treaty  of  alliance,  my  Lords,  has  been  for  fome  time  coi 
ujdi  (he  hmp^or  of  Mufcovv,  and  has  been  ncgotiaud  wit 
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ttgence,    that  it  is  now  completed,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  laft 
[-ntiiications  will  arrive  at  this  court  in  a  few  davs  :  bv  whidi  it  vHi 
if  to  your  Lordihips,  that  the  intereft  of  this  natioa  has  been 
ttly  regarded,  and  to  our  allies,  that  the  faith  of  Britain  bas 
T  yet  been  fbaken.     It  will  appear  to  the  French,  that  tber  bare 
litated  their  triumphs,  that  they  have  imagined  themielves  mafters 
nations  by  whom  they  will  be  in  a  (hort  time  driven  back  to  their 
confines,  and  that  perhaps  they  have  parcelled  out  kin^dosis 
Bch  they  are  never  likely  to  poflefs. 

It  was  affirmed,  and  with  juft  difcernment,  that  applications  ou<hr 
be  made  to  this  powerful  court,  as  the  profefled  adverlary  of  France; 
if  it  was  not  hitherto  known  that  their  aiEftance  had  been 
luouily  folicited,  our  endeavours  were  kept  fecret  only  that  their 
might  be  more  certain,  and  that  they  might  furprlze  more 
lily  by  their  effe£b. 
Nor  have  the  two  other  princes,  which  were  mentioned  by  the 
le  Lord,  been  forgotten,  whofe  concurrence  is  at  this  time  b 
^flary  to  us  :  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  representations  which 
been  made  with  all  the  force  of  truth,  and  all  the  zeal  that  is 
iwakened  by  intereft  and  by  danger,  wUI  in  time  produce  the  effi^rb 
Mk  which  they  were  intended ;  by  convincing  tbofe  princes  that  they 
themfelves  by  flattering  the  French  ambition,  that  tfaej 
dihrefting  themielves  of  that  defence  of  which  they  wi3  quickly 
the  lofs,  and  that  they  are  only  not  attacked  at  present,  that 
Aey  fluy  be  deftroyed  more  eafily  hereafter. 

But  it  is  always  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  in  public 
iraii6£Hons,  as  in  private  life,  intercfl  a.*1s  wi:h  lefs  force  as  ir  is  at 
|Rater  diftance,  and  that  the  immediate  motive  will  generally  pre* 
nil.  Futurity  impairs  the  influence  of  the  moll  important  objecb 
of  confideration,  even  when  it  does  not  lefllen  their  certainty  i  icd 
vith  regard  to  events  only  probable,  events  which  a  tbouiand  acci- 
iestt  may  obviate,  they  are  almoft  aimihilated,  with  regard  to  the 
bman  mind,  by  being  placed  at  a  diftance  from  us.  Wbercver 
iaagiiiation  can  exert  its  power,  we  eaiily  dweil  upon  ibe  mn& 
pkifing  views,  and  flatter  ourielves  with  thofe  confeqizencss,  whicfa^ 
dboQ^  perhaps  leaft  to  be  expeited,  arc  moft  defirci.  Viher^rv  dii^ 
facot  events  may  ariie,  which  is  the  fiate  of  all  human  tnaaSiocs^ 
vc  naturally  promote  our  hopes,  and  reprefs  our  iears  -,  asd  iz  r'm 
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fo  far  deceive  ourfeltes,  as  to  lU  ^       fiifpiciom,  Uyal 

terrors  afleep,  and  believe  what  at  I  :       f    ^ilhed. 

This,  my  Lords,  nraft  be  the       ufi  cb  fsMut  ftaie 

induced  to  favour,  and  others  to  n*  ed  the  encroacbmeiits  of  Fn 
Men  are  impolitic,  as  they  are  ricked;  bccaufe  they  prefer 
gratification  of  the  prefent  hour  to  the  mflfuraiioe  of  kiid  and  pa 
nent,  hot  diftant  happineis.  The  French  like  advaotaigc  ci 
general  weaknefs  of  the  human  mind,  and  by  magntficeot  pra 
to  one  prince,  and  petty  grants  to  another,  lecoocile  tbc«  Co 
defign5.  Each  finds  that  he  flull  gain  more  by  eootn^bng  «a  aUi 
with  them,'  than  with  another  ftate  which  has  no  view,  befides  tl 
preferving  to  every  fovereign  his  juft  rights,  and  which  therefor 
it  plunders  none,  will  have  nothing  to  beftow. 

Tliis,  my  Lords,  is  the  difadvantage  under  which  our  iiegoQ 
labour  againft  thofc  of  France ;  we  have  no  kingdoms  to  pence 
among  thofe  whofe  confederacy  we  folicit ;  we  can  promife  thea 
fiiperiority  above  the  neighbouring  princes  which  they  do  not 
pofleis ;  we  affume  not  the  province  of  adjufting  the  bouadari 
dominion,  or  of  deciding  contefted  titles :  we  promife  only  the 
lervation  of  quiet,  and  the  eftablifliment  of  fafety. 

But  the  French,  my  Lords,  oppofc  us  with  other  arguments^ 
guments  which  indeed  receive  their  force  from  foUy  and  credi 
but  what  more  powerful  affiftance  can  be  defircd  i  They  pn 
not  mere  negative  advantages,  not  an  exemption  from  reaocc 
prefiion,  or  an  cfcape  from  flavery,  which,  as  &t  was  yet  ncvei 
is  very  little  dreaded ;  they  ofier  an  immediate  augmcntarioii  d 
minion,  and  an  extenfion  of  power ;  they  propole  new  traiiiaof  i 
merce,  and  open  new  fources  of  wealth ;  they  in%  itc  confeden 
not  for  defence,  but  for  conquefts ;  for  conquefts  to  be  divided  ac 
the  powers  by  whofe  union  they  (hall  be  made. 

Let  it  not  therefore  be  objected,  my  Lords,  to  our  rainifter 
otir  negotiators,  that  the  French  obain  more  influence  than  i 
that  they  are  mc^e  cafily  liftened  to,  or  more  readily  bchcved 
ti-hilc  fuch  is  the  Condition  of  mankind,  that  what  is  deUrcd  is  i 
credited,  whiic  )>rofit  is  more  powerful  than  reafon,  the  French 
cjiiff.ce  will  frequently  prevad. 

Whether,  my  Lords,  our  feeraing  want  of  fuccefr  in  the  war 
llpain  admits  of  as  eafy  a  (olution,  my  degree  of  kno«]rJ;:e  :n  \ 
taryaffaus,  docs  not  cn^le  me  to  determine.    Anaccu^:::  «.! 
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of  our  condud  is  to  be  expected  from  the  Commi/Iioners  of  the 

iralcr,  by  whom,  I  doubt  not,  but  fuch  reafons  will  be  affigneU 

a&  the  operatioos  of  our  naval  forces,  and  fuch  vindication's  offered 

ail  tfaofe  meafures,  which  have  been  hitherto  imputed  too  pre- 

y  to  n^ligeoce,  cowardice,  or  treachery,  as  will  fatisfy  thofe 

have  been  moil  vehement  in  their  cenfures. 

becaufe  it  <loes  not  feem  to  me  very  diiHcuIt  to  apologize  for 
mUcarrlages  which  have  occafioned  the  loudeft  complaints,  I 
Iq^  before  your  Lordfhips  what  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
^€>r  to  conjeAure  from  obfcrvation ;  and  doubt  not  but  it  will 
r,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  from  any  apparent  d::rign 
ying  our  country,  ^nd  that  our  miniftcrs  and  commaiulcrs 
deferve,  at  leaft,  to  be  heard  before  they  are  condemned. 
That  great  numbers  of  our  trading  veflcls  have  been  feized  by  the 
iards,  and  chat  our  commerce  has  therefore  been  very  much 
and  interrupted,  is  fufficiently  manifeft ;  but  to  me,  my 
this  appears  one  of  the  certain  and  necefTafy  confequences  of 
',  which  are  always  to  be  expected,  and  to  be  let  in  our  confulta- 
againft  the  advantages  which  we  propofe  to  obtain.  It  is  as 
to  expeiSt,  that  of  an  army  fent  againft  our  enemies,  every 
flioukl  return  unhurt  to  his  acquaintances,  as  that  every  mcr- 
Ihould  fee  his  ihip  and  cargo  fail  fafcly  into  port. 
K  we  examine,  my  Lords,  the  late  war,  of  which  the  conduA 
.been  fo  lavtihly  applauded^  In  which  the  victories  which  we  ob- 
bave  been  fo  loudly  celebrated,  and  which  has  been  propoied 
•  the  imitation  of  all  future  minifters,  it  will  appear,  that  our  ioffcs 
if  the  iamc  kind  were  then  very  frequent,  and  perhaps  not  Icfs  com- 
fhiiM  d  of,  though  the  murmurs  are  now  forgotten,  and  the  accla- 
Xndons  tran&nittcd  topolterity,  becaufe  wc  naturally  relate  what  has 
given  us  fatisfaction,  and  fupprefs  what  we  cannot  recollect  without 

BllflfillCiS, 

If  we  look  forther  backward,  my  Lords,  and  enquire  into  the 
of  any  other  war  in  which  we  engaged  hncc  commerce  has 
(b  large  a  part  of  the  intereit  of  this  nation,  I  doubt  not 
proportion  to  our  trade  will  be  found  our  loffcs ;  and  in  all 
wars,  as  in  the  prefent,  I  fhall  expe£t  die  fame  calamities  and 
complaints.  For  the  efcape  of  any  number  of  fliips  raifes 
aa  inn^rt,  nor  produces  any  gratitude  ;  but  the  lofs  of  a  few  will 
always  give  occafion  tc  clamours  and  diicontent.     For  vigilance, 

D  ij.  however 
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however  diligent,  can  never  produce  more  fafcty  than  will  he  nati 
expeded  from  our  inconteftable  fuperiority  at  Tea,  by  which  a  : 
part  of  the  nation  is  fo  far  deceived  as  to  imagine,  that  becauC 
cannot  be  conquered,  we  cannot  be  molcfted. 

Nor  do  I  fee  how  it  is  poflible  to  employ  our  power  more  t 
tually  for  the  protection  of  our  trade  than  by  the  method  now  pa 
of  covering  the  ocean  with  our  fleets,  and  ftationing  our  (hips  d 
in  every  place  where  danger  can  be  apprehended.  If  it  be  a 
that  the  inefiicacy  of  our  meafures  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  tfadi 
propriety,  it  will  be  proper  to  fubftitute  anodier  plan  of  open 
of  which  the  fuccefs  may  be  more  probable.  To  me,  my  Lords 
lofs  of  fome  of  our  mercantile  vefiels  (hews  only  the  difpropo 
between  the  number  of  our  (hips  of  war,  and  the  extent  of  ih 
which  is  a  region  too  vaft  to  be  compleatly  f^rrifoned,  and  of  i 
the  frequenters  muft  ineviubly  be  fubjefi  to  the  fudden  iocurfio 
fubtle  rovers. 

The  difpofition  of  our  fquadrons  has  been  fuch,  as  was  doa 
dictated  by  the  moft  acute  fagacity,  and  the  moft  enlightened  i 
ricnce.  The  fquadron  which  was  appointed  to  guard  our  coai 
been  ridiculed  as  an  ufclefs  expence ;  and  its  frequent  excurfioa 
riturnf,  without  any  memorable  attempt,  have  given  occafic 
cndlefs  raillery,  and  incefiant  exclamations  of  wonder  and  cono 
But  it  is  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  that  the  enemies  of  this  n 
t-i:^.c^  fccret  or  declared,  had  powerful  fquadrons  in  many  poi 
t\\c  MLtiitcrr:incan,  which,  had  they  known  that  our  coafta 
without  Jcfcnce,  mi^ht  have  iflfued  out  on  a  fudden,  and  hai 
ptared  u.icxpectedly  in  our  cliannel,  from  whence  they  might 
laid  our  town&  in  ruin,  entered  our  docks,  burnt  up  all  our  pre 
tto.^j  f^>T  future  txpcdiiionf,  carried  into  flavery  the  inhabiiai 
riur  v.)!j  cs,  ^nd  It-tt  the  maritime  provinces  of  this  kingdom 
Itiic  c;   ^-  ::t  ra!  liefolatlon. 

Out  of  this  fquadron,  however  neceflary,  there  was  yet  a  rcini 
mcnt  ot  five  ihips  ordered  to  afTill  Haddock,  that  hemi^  bea 
to  oppolc  the  detr^a!>  of  the  Spaniards,  though  aiEftcd  by  chctr  F 
conicdrr.if'-s  when  it  i*i  Lriown  that  he  was  fe  far  from  fnroi 
I h  J t  he  w^  1 ! .1 : : o r: ;  J  1  c :"'. ; re  B i rcelona  to  block  them  up.  W 
c}c;\.fC<d  Ir.itwil.Jt  {  ort,  snd  i:po:i  what  moiivcs  of  policy^ormi 
ct  w.r,  he  tuflcrtd  the  5p.imaids  to  profccutc  their  fchciM^  In 
/i  di'sC  fo  t:ifvn:\  u*. 
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t  the  SparJnrJs  hive  not  at  leaftbcen  fosrcd  by  defign,  is  evt- 
om  their  rufFtrr-iS  in  this  war,  wriich  have  been  much  greater 
ITS.  Many  cf  our  fhips  have  indeed  been  fnatched  up  by  t?:c 
V  of  private  ai venturers,  whom  the  ardour  of  ir.tereft  h:id 
igilan:,  and  whofe  celerity  of  piirfuit  as  well  as  flight,  enables 
0  t:ike  the  advantage  of  the  f»tuacion  of  their  own  ports,  and 
if  their  friends.  But  as  none  of  our  (hips  have  been  denied 
f,  I  know  not  how  the  lofs  of  theoi  can  be  imputed  to  the 
J ;  and  if  any  of  thofe  who  failed  under  the  protecHon  of  (hi])s 
have  been  loft,  the  commanders  may  be  required  to  vindicatt 
Ives  from  the  charge  of  ne^lijence  or  treachery, 
this  enquiry,  my  LorJf,  muft  be,  in  my  opinion,  rcferved  for 
rday,  when  it  may  become  the  immediate  fubjed  of  our  con 
in«,  with  which  it  has  at  prefent  no  coherence,  or  to  which  ac 

is  Ycry  remotely  related.  For  I  am  not  able,  upon  the  moft 
ial  and  the  mod  attentive  confideration  of  the  Addrefs  now 
mI  to  your  Lordfhips,  to  perceive  any  necefEty  of  a  previous 
r  into  the  condufl  of  the  war,  the  trantac^ion  of  our  necrocia- 
or  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  our  compliance  with 
idon,  by  which  we  (hail  be  far  from  (heltering  any  crime  fror.i 
sent,  or  any  doubtful  condu^  from  enquiry ;  (hall  be  far  from 
Ung  the  courie  of  national  juflice,  or  approving  what  we  do 
drrftand. 

chief  tendency  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  is  to  afk  our  advice  on 
tnordinary  conjuncture  of  afTiirs,  a  conduct  undoubtedly 
^  of  a  Briiilh  Monarch,  and  which  we  ou^ht  not  to  req*ji:e 
iireipe&  ;  but  wnat  lefs  can  be  inferred  from  an  alteration  of 
MHhrd  forms  of  Addrefs,  by  an  omiflion  of  any  part  of  the 

?  For  what  wi-i  be  imagined  by  his  Majefty,  by  the  nation, 
'  the  whole  wo.lJ,  but  that  we  did  not  approve  what  vvc  ciJ 

Duke  of  AacYLE  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  ; — My 
k  is  with  great  reafon  that  the  prefent  time  has  been  repre- 
19  OS  from  the  Throne  as  a  time  of  uncommon  danger  and 
ucey  a  time  in  which  the  barriers  of  kingdoms  are  broken 
a  contempt  of  every  law  of  heaven  and  cf  earth,  and  in  which 
■y  npinty  and  oppreuion  fcc:n  to  be  let  looie  upon  m:::iicind  ; 
in  which  fome  nations  fend  out  armies  and  invade  the  terri« 
i  their  Dci^hbours,  in  oppofidon  to  the  mod  (o\emuUtv^\«:^--, 
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of  which  others,  with  equal  perfidy,  filently  fuScr,  or  fecretly  fail 
ihc  violation.  i 

At  a  time  like  this,  when  treaties  are  conftdei  d  only  u 
mentary  expedients,  and  alliances  confer  nofecuritjr,  it  is  cvidcil 
the  prcfervation  of  our  rights,  our  intereft,  and  our  coomiercr, 
depend  only  on  our  natural  ftrength  ;  and  that  inftcad  of  culti 
the  friendihip  of  foreign  powers,  which  we  muft  purchife  upoo 
advanugeous  conditions,   and  which  will  be  withdrawn  fton 
whenever  we  flull  need  it ;  we  ought  therefore  to  coUoS  our 
force,  and  Aew  the  world  bow  little  we  ftand   in  need  of 
and  how  little  we  have  to  fear  from  the  mod  powerful  of  our 

Our  country,  my  Lords,  feems  dcfigned  by  nature  to  fubllfi 
out  any  dependance  on  other  nations,  and  by  a  ftcady  and 
inaprovemcnt  of  thefe  advantages  with  which  providence  has 
it,  may  bid  defiance  to  mankind ;  it  might  become,  by  the 
of  our  commerce,  the  general  center  at  which  the  wealth  of  the 
ctrtii  might  be  colleded  together,  and  from  whence  it  might  be  i 
upon  proper  occaiioas,  for  the  diflfufion  of  liberty,  the  reprefion 
iniblence,  and  the  prefervation  of  peace.  .^ 

But  this  glory,  and  this  influence,  my  Lords,  muft  arife  from  dl 
meftick  felicity ;  and  domeftick  felicity  can  only  be  produced  bf| 
mutual  confidence  between  the  government  and  the  people.  Wlml 
the  governors  diftruft  the  afFcclions  of  their  fubjcits,  they  will  not  I 
very  folicitous  to  advance  their  happinefs  ^  for  who  will  cndeavoorl 
incrcafe  that  wealth  which  will,  as  he  believes,  be  employed 
him  ?  Nor  will  the  fubjects  chearfully  concur  even  with  tha 
ccflary  meafures  of  their  governors,  whofe  general  deiigns  they 
ceive  to  be  contrary  to  the  publick  intercit ;  becaufe  any 
fuccefr  or  accidental  reputation,  will  only  da»cle  the  eyes  of  the  OM 
titude  white  th<*ir  liberties  are  Rolen  awav. 

Thi»  cunfiilcnce,  my  Lord^,  mud  he  promoted  where  it  esii 
and  regained  where  it  is  loft,  by  the  open  adminiflration  of  jviki 
by  impartial  enquiries  into  public  traniadions,  by  the  cxaltai 
thofe  whofe  wifdom  and  bravery  has  advanced  the  publick 
or  incrcafcd  the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  and  the  ceofure  of  ihd 
howcvrr  e'atc  with  di'jrnitics,  or  furrounded  with  dependantc,  «l 
by  their  unfkilfultici's  or  diQionclly,  have  either  embarraikd  ihi 
country  or  bctfii^'cd  it* 

Pi 
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his  iraibn,  my  Lords,  ic  is  in  my  opinion  neceflary  to  gratify 
100,  at  the  prefent  jiinclure,  with  the  profpecl  of  thofc  mea- 
mhout  which  no  people  can  reafonably  be  fatisticd,  and  to 
heir  refentincnt  of  paft  injdries,  and  quiet  their  apprehenfions 
e  milenes,  by  a  poffibility  at  lead,  that  they  may  fee  the  au- 
r  all  our  mifcarriages  called  to  a  trial  Mn  open  day,  and  the 
F  tfaoie  men  acknowledged  and  rewarded,  by  whofe  refolution 
egrity  they  imagine  that  the  final  ruin  of  themielves  and 
f  has  been  hitherto  pre^xnted. 

:  the  preieot  difcontent  of  the  BrttUh  nation  is  almoft  iini- 
ifaat  fufpicion  has  infufed  itielf  into  every  rank  and  denomina- 
men,  that  complaints  of  the  negie6l  of  our  commerce,  the 
icaiion  of  our  treafure,  and  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  our  arms, 
c  heard  from  ever}'  mouth,  and  in  every  place,  where  men 
tcr  their  fcntiments,  I  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  no  man  will  deny ; 
Kver  (hould  ftand  up  in  oppofidon  to  the  truth  of  a  h&  £o 
It  known,  would  diftinguiih  himfelf,  even  in  this  age  of  ef- 
r  and  corruption,  by  a  contempt  of  reputation,  not  yet  known 
i  mankind, 

indeed,  my  Lords,  it  mud  be  confefied  that  thefe  difcontents 
mours  are  produced  by  fuch  an  appearance  of  folly,  or  of 
ry ,  as  few  ages  or  nations  have  ever  known ;  by  fuch  an  ob- 
perieverance  in  bad  meafures,  as  (hame  has  hitherto  pre>'ented 
r  -upon  whom  nobler  motives,  fidelity  to  their  truft,  and  love 
country,  ha  J  loll  their  infiucnce. 

r  minifiers,  uhcn  they  have  formed  defigns  of  facrificing  the 
intcxeft  to  their  own,  have  been  compelled  to  better  mca- 
r  timelyJdiicoTenes,  and  juft  reprefentations  ;  they  have  been 
d  only  becaufe  they  hoped  for  fecrecy,  and  have  vindicated 
»oducl  no  longer  than  while  they  had  hopes  that  their  apologies 
leoeive. 

our  heroic  miniftcrs,  my  Lords,  have  (tt  themfclves  free  from 
cklcs  of  drcumipe^ion,  they  have  difburthened  themfelves  of 
ibarrafijDents  of  caution,  and  claim  an  exemption  from  the 
f  of  fiipporting  their  meafures  by  kborious  dcdu£lions  and 
eiibaiiigs  ;  they  defy  the  publick  when  they  can  no  longer  de- 
and  profecute,  in  the  face  of  the  fun,  thofe  meafures  which 
rvc  not  been  able  to  fupport,  and  of  which  the  fatal  conic - 
f  are  fordeen  b/  the  whole  nation. 
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IVhen  they  have  been  detcftcd  in  one  abfurditjr,  thcf  Cake 
in  another ;  when  experience  has  flicwn  that  one  of  dif ir  ai 
was  defigncd  only  to  injure  their  country,  they  propofe  a  fire 
the  fame  kind  with  equal  confidence,  boaft  again  6(  tbetr  tir 
and  again  require  the  concurrence  of  the  legiflature,  and  the 
of  the  people. 

When  they  had  for  a  long  time  fuflfered  our  trading  vefleli 
fcfzed  in  fight  of  our  own  ports,  when  they  had  difpatched  flo 
the  Mediterranean,  only  to  lie  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  « 
and  to  fail  from  one  coaft  to  another,  only  to  (hew  that  diey  1 
hpftile  intentions,  arid  that  they  were  fitted  out  by  the  friend; 
Spaniards,  only  to  amufe  and  exhauft  the  nation,  they  at 
thought  it  neccflary  to  lull  the  impatience  of  the  people,  who  b 
difcover  that  thev  had  hitherto  been  harrafled  with  taxes  and  io 
to  no  purpofe,  by  the  appearance  of  a  new  effort  for  the  fubje 
the  enemy,  and  to  divert,  by  the  expectations  which  an  ami 
fleet  naturally  raife,  any  clamours  at  their  paft  conduA. 

For  this  end,  having  entered  into  their  ufual  confultation 
projected  an  expedition  into  America,  for  which  they  raifa 
and  procured  tranfports,  with  all  the  pomp  of  preparation 
conqueft  of  half  the  continent,  not  fo  much  to  alarm  the  Sp 
u  h.ch  I  conceive  but  a  fecondary  view,  as  to  fill  the  people  of 
wiih  amufing  profpecVs  of  great  atchievements,  of  the  addi 
new  dominions  to  this  empire,  and  zn  ample  reparation  for 
damages. 

Thus  provided  with  forces  fufHcient  in  appearance  for  this 
enterprife,  they  embarked  them  after  many  delays,  and  difmifli 
to  their  fate,  having  firft  difpofed  their  regulations  in  fuch  a  i 
that  it  wa>  impoffible  that  they  fliould  meet  with  fucccfs. 

I  can  call  your  Lordfhips  to  witnefs,  that  this  im|x>f&btlity 
d  fvovercd  by  mc  after  the  event,  for  I  foretold  in  this  Hou 
their  defigns  focondu£ied|  mud  evidently  mifcarry. 

Nor  was  this  predifHon,  my  Lords,  the  efleA  of  any  unc 
f  ♦parity,  or  any  accidental  conjedure  on  future  confrquencr 
h  ;  p  nrd  to  be  right ;  for  to  any  man  who  has  had  opportu 
oMl:\it.j  th-t  knowledge  in  war  is  neccflary  to  fucceff,  an 
r.rni.  .«  the  foun.Ution  of  know*ed2;c,  it  was  fufficicntly  pi 
o;:  J^icr-  rr.uft  be  icpuMeJ, 
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•cn  lent  into  America,  my  Lords,  were  newly  raifed, 
icr  the  direction  of  officers  not  le(s  ignorant  than  them- 
i  commanded  by  a  man  who  never  had  commanded  any 
bir  ;  and  who,  however  laudable  he  might  have  difcharged 
if  a  Captain,  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  province  of 
L 

LS  this  man,  my  Lords,  preferred,  not  only  to  a  muUitude 
ficers,  to  whom  exi)ericiice  muft  have  been  of  fmall  advan- 
t  did  not  furnifli  Lhem  with  knowledge  far  fuperior  to  his, 
e  and  forty  Generals,  of  whom  I  hope  the  nation  has  no 
(ufpz&  that  any  of  them  would  not  gladly  have  ferved  it  on 
m  of  fo  great  importance,  and  willingly  have  conduced  an 
1  intended  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name,  the 
our  arms,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  commerce. 
raw  troops,  my  Lords,  with  young  officers,  are  to  acl  un- 
^mmand  of  an  unfldlful  General,  what  is  it  reafonable  to  ex- 

what  has  happened,  overthrow,  flaughter,  and  ignominy  ? 
It  that  cheap  vi£lories  fhould  heighten  the  infolence,  an:l 
be  obftinacy  of  our  enemies ;  and  that  we  IhoulJ  not  only 
med  by  our  lofs,  but  difplrtted  by  our  difgrace  ;  by  the  dlf- 
Being  overthrown  by  thofe  whom,  wc  have  dcfpifed,  and  with 
tthing  but  our  own  folly  could  have  reduced  us  to  a  level. 
xhcr  conjeSure  which  I  ventured  to  propofe  to  your  Lord- 
itfa  regard  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  was  not  founded  on 
ally  evident  with  the  former,  thou;:h  experience  has  difco- 
lC  t£  was  equally  true.     It  was  then  ailcrtcd,  both  by  other 
m1  mj-felf,  that  money  would  be  chofcn  by  that  Princefs  as  an 
t  more  ufeful  than  forces  j  an  opinion,  which  the  Lords  who 
iged  in  the  adminiftration  vigoroufly  oppofcd.     In  confe- 
if  their  determination,  forces  were  hired,  tor  what  purpofe — 
DOW  declare,  fmce  none  but  themfelves  have  yet  known. 
at  ieaft  they  were  not  taken  into  our  pay  for  the  fervice  for 
ley  were  required,  the  fuccour  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria,  is 
dent,  unlefs  the  name  of  armies  is  imagined  fufficicnt  to  in- 

tfae  French,  as  the  Spaniards  are  to  be  fubdued  by  the 
fleets.  They  never  marched  tow^-ds  her  frontiers,  never 
iier  enemies,  or  afforded  her  the  lead  ailiilance,  but  flood  idle 
oqcemad  in  the  territories  of  Hanover  j  nor  was  it  known 
|r«nfted  by  any  other  proof  than  that  remittances  were  made 
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Such,  my  LorJs,  wat  the  affiftance,  tfted  with  fo  mdl  felid 
mnd  levied  with  lb  much  expedition,  for  the  Qoeen  of  Hongsiy ; 
were  the  effe^  of  the  ceal  of  our  Uluftrious  mintftert  for  dM 
ferYation  of  that  auguft  Houfe,  to  vrhofe  alliance  we  are  perhaf 
debted  for  the  preferratton  of  our  rciigion'and  our  iibenicSy  a 
which  all  Europe  muft  have  recourfe  for  (helter  from  the  opprefi 
France. 

When  this  formidable  body  of  men  was  ai&mblcd,  mj  Lords, 
reviewed,  they  were  perhaps  found  too  graceful  and  too  well  fori 
(>e  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  a  battle  ;  and  the  fame  tenderneft 
has  fo  long  preferved  our  own  forces  from  any  other  Add  that 
Park,  might  refcue  them  from  the  fatigues  of  accompanying  the  ai 
bufljrs  in  their  incurfions,  or  the  fteady  Auilriansin  their  conIS 

Whatever  was  the  reafon,  my  Lords^  it  b  certain  that  they 
been  referved  for  other  opportunities  of  fignalixing  their  co« 
and  they  flrpt  in  quiet,  and  fattened  upon  the  wraith  of  ft| 
while  the  enemies  of  our  illuftrious,  magnanimous,  and  unfartil 
ally,  entered  her  territories  without  oppofition,  marched  thn 
them  uninterrupted,  and  rather  took  polTeffion  than  made  cooque 

That  in  this  condition  of  her  affain,  the  Queen  would  refol 
oftcr  of  12,000  men  ;  that  when  (he  wu  driven  from  one  counc 
another,  attended  by  an  army  fcarcely  fuflicient  to  form  a  I 
camp,  (he  would  not  gladly  have  accepted  a  reinforcement  fo  po 
ful,  let  thofe  believe,  my  Lords,  who  have  yet  never  been  dca 
by  minifterial  faith. 

The  real  defignt  of  the  miniftry,  my  Lords,  are  fuficientlj  < 
ous,  nor  is  any  thing  more  certain,  than  that  they  had  in  reqn 
this  mock  a/Cftance  for  the  Qiiecn  of  Hungary,  no  other  defign, 
that  of  raifmg  her  expectations  only  to  deceive  them  ;  and  to  J 
her,  by  confidence  in  their  preparations,  from  having  recourfe  to  t 
efficacious  expedients,  that  (he  might  become,  without  reltftancc 
Cave  of  France. 

For  this  purpofe  they  determined  to  fuccour  her  with  forces  r 
than  with  monevi  becaufe  many  reafons  might  be  pretended 
which  the  march  of  the  forces  might  be  rcurdcd ;  but  the  om 
my  Lords,  when  granted,  muft  have  been  morefpeedily  remittee 

At  laft  the  Queen,  weary  with  delays,  and  tmdoubredly  fuffcti 
informed  of  thofe  defigns,  which  are  now  however  generatty 
covered,  confidently  denied,  defired  a  fupply  of  money,  which  n 
be  ;;racicd  without  leaving  Hanover  expofed  to  an  invafion.     ^ 
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mmsA^  which  they  had  no  pretence  to  cleny,  diey  have  yet  found 
ients  to  delay  their  compliance.  For  it  does  not  appear  that 
hole  (um  granted  has  yet  been  paid  ;  and  it  would  well  become 
noble  Lords,  whoTe  offices  give  them  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
cdiftribution  of  the  publick  money,  to  juftify  themfelves  from 
iQ^ions  of  the  nation,  by  declaring  openly  what  has  been  re- 
J,  and  what  yet  remains  to  be  difburfed  for  feme  other  purpofc. 
it  not  therefore  evident,  my  Lords,  that  by  promifmg  affiftance 
is  unhappy  Princefs,  the  miniflry  intended  to  deceive  her  i 
when  they  flattered  her  with  the  approach  of  auxiliary  forces, 
lefigned  only  to  ftation  them  where  they  might  garrifon  the 
en  of  Hanover  ?  And  that  when  they  forced  her  to  foHcit  for 
liary  aid,  they  delayed  the  payment  of  the  fubitdy,  that  it  might 
t  received  till  it  could  produce  no  effed  ?  - 
lii,  my  Lords,  is  not  only  evident  from  the  manifeft  abfurdity  of 
condu£t  upon  any  other  fuppofition,  but  from  the  general 
K  which  has  always  been  purfued  by  the  man  whofe  di6btorial 
Aions  regulate  the  opinions  of  all  thofe  that  conftitute  the  mi- 
9  and  of  whom  it  is  well  known,  that  it  has  been  the  great  pur- 
if  his  life  to  aggrandize  France,  by  applying  to  her  for  afliftance 
apnary  diftrefles  from  fiditious  confederacies,  and  by  facrificing 
r  in  return  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the  commerce  of  Britain. 
m  then,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  ailerted  by  us,  that  the  Houfe  of 
ia  has  been  vigilantly  fupported  ?  How  can  we  approve  mea-» 
of  which  we  difcover  no  effect  but  the  expencc  of  the  nation  } 
■Ue  cxpence,  produced  firft  by  raiting  troops,  which  though 
ed  for  the  affiftance  of  the  Auftrians,  have  been  made  ufe  of 
for  the  protection  of  Hanover,  and  by  the  grant  of  money  in  the 
of  thefe  troops  which  were  thus  fallacioufly  obtained,  and  thus 
ifitably  employed ! 

r  what  purpofe  thefe  forces  were  in  reality  raifed,  I  fuppofe  no 
can  be  ignorant,  and  no  man  to  whom  it  is  known  can  poffibly 
we  it.  Hbw  then,  my  Lords,  can  we  concur  in  an  Addrefs 
hich  the  people  muft  be  perfuaded,  that  we  either  are  deceived 
Ives,  or  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  them ;  that  we  either  dare 
Dndemn  any  meafures  however  deftrudive,  or  that  at  lead  we  are 
le  Co  approve  them,  left  enquiry  (hould  difcover  their  tendency 
ittnly  to  leave  us  the  power  of  applauding  them,  without  an 

open 
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cpen  declaration  of  oar  own  impotence,  or  difiregird  Ibr  ihe  ^ 
of  the  publick. 

I'hc  complaints  of  the  people  are  already  clamorous^  and  I 
diicoutent  open  and  univerfal ;  and  furcly  the  voice  of  the  pe 
ought  at  leaft  to  awake  us  to  an  examination  of  their  condition,  j 
though  we  (houiJ  not  immediately  condemn  thafc  whom  they  cca 
tnd  detcA,  as  the  authors  of  their  mifcries,  we  ought  at  leaft  to 
lo  much  regard  to  the  accuCntion  of  the  whole  community,  as  m 
reject  it  without  enquiry,  as  a  lufpicion  merely  chimerical. 

Whether  thefc  compl lints  and  fufpicions,  my  Lords,  proceed  I 
rctil  injuries  and  imminent  dangers,  or  from  falfe  accufatiooi 
groundlcfs  terrors,  they  equally  defcrve  the  attention  of  this  U< 
whofc  great  care  is  the  happincis  ot  the  people.  People  cq|i 
worthy  of  your  tendernefs  and  regard,  uhcther  they  are  bctrayn 
one  party  or  another  ^  whether  Lhcy  are  plundered  by  the  adroc 
of  the  adminiflration,  under  pretence  of  fup[»orting  the  govctofl 
or  affrighted  with  unreafonable  clamours  by  the  oppoiKnts  d 
court,  under  the  fpccious  appearance  of  protecting  liberty, 
people,  my  Lords,  are  in  cither  cafe  equally  milcrable,  and  dc 
equally  to  be  rcfcued  from  diftrefs. 

By  what  method,  my  Lord),  can  this  be  effccled,  but  by 
pjbl;LjC  di'urancc  from  this  Houfc,  that  the  tnuiaclions  of  the  a 
iliall  no  longer  be  concealed  in  iniper.ctrable  fccrecy  ;  that  ma 
r.iJ.l  be  no  longer  approved  without  exam: nation  -,  that  (mblick 
Hull  be  traced  to  tU'ir  caufcs ;  and  that  d.f^race,  which  thry 
hi:htT!obrou^;ht  t.*pon  the  publick,  (hall  fall  for  the  taiurcooly 
the  authors  of  them. 

Of  gi%'i»g  this  aflurance,  and  of  quieting  by  i:  the  clamours  < 
people  i  clamours  which^wheiher  juft  or  not,  aie  too  formidable 
fil.'hui!,  ar.a  t'»o  loud  not  to  be  heard,  wc  ha%c  now  the  mcft  p 
t^ppouuiilry  before  u%r  The  AdJrcfi  wh;ch  the  piact.cc  of  oa 
ccltort'  requires  us  to  make  to  hi^  Majcily,  may  give  us  occaC 
exprcfiing  at  once  our  loyalty  to  the  Crown,  and  our  fulchiy  I 
co'jntrN,  CUT  /xA  tor  the  honour  ol  cur  So\crc;gn,  and  out  i 
for  the  h.j'iM.  tfs  <\  the  pcop:»*. 

re:  tr.;-*  purp<»fc  it  is  necefUry  that,  a^  wcprciervc  tlie praJl 
ou:  ^ii^.-tiiors  in  one  rcfpc«Sl,  wc  revive  it  in  another  \  that  we  it 
t:. ':;:  iii  ;uil  freedom  ot  language  whom  wc  follow  in  the  decent 
ot   cjr.iuony^    and  ihcw,   tiiat  as  wc  prefcrve,  like  them, 
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ife  of  the  regal  dignity,  fo  like  them  we  know  likcwifc  how  to 
derve  our  own,  and  dcfpife  flattery  on  one  fide,  as  we  decline 
knef»  on  the  other. 

A  prsclice,  my  Lords,  has  prevailed  of  late,  which  cannot  but  be 
0vcd  pernicious  to  the  public k,  and  derogatory  from  the  honour  of 
ii  Aflembly  j  a  prafiice  of  retaining  inour  Addrcfs  the  words  of  the 
inch,  and  of  following  it  fen'iltly  from  period  to  period,  as  if  it 
Bv  expccled  thkt  we  (hould  always  adopt  the  fentiments  of  the 
loBTt ;  as  if  we  were  not  fun:n;cncd  to  advife  but  to  approve,  an  J 
frove  witiiout  examination. 

ly   fuch    AddrcfTv-'S,  my  Lords,  all  enquiries  may  be  cafily  pr^*- 
Urd  i  for  the  minider  bv  whom  the  Speech  is  compiled,  may  cafilv 
Doduce   the  mod  criminal  tranfadiions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that 
Tf  nay  obtain  the  approbation  of  this  Houfc  ;  which  he  may  plc^d 
bnrards  at  our  bar,  when  he  (hall  be  called  before  it,  and  cither  1:1- 
wtt  us  in  the  difgrace  of  tnconfiftency,  and  expofe  us  to  general 
blempt^  or  be  acquitted  by  our  former  fufFragcs,  which  it   would 
frcproachfal  to  retraft,  and  yet  criminal  to  confirm. 
Jt  is  not  necefiary,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion  to  obferve  what 
I  parties  have  long  fince  acknowledged,  when  it  did  not  promote 
bir  intereft  to  deny  it,  that  every  Speech  from  the  Throne  is  to  he 
bfidered  as  the  work  of  the  miniftcr,  becaufe  it  is  generally  writtea 
f  kim;  or  if  compofed  by  the  King  himfelf,  mud  be  drawn  up  in 
■fiance  of  the  information  and  counfel  of  the  miniftry,  to  whom  it 
Aerefore  ultimately  to  be  referred,  and  may  confequently  be  exa- 
hed  without  any  failure  of  refpecl  to  the  perfon  of  the  Prince. 
This  ought  however  to  be  obfer\'ed,  my  Lords,  that  it  may  appear 
BR  plainly  how  certainly  this  prafticc  may  be  imputed  to  the  artifices 
'■dnifters,  fince  it  does  not  promote  the  honour  of  the  Prince,  and 
Mtrffly  obftruiEls  the  intereft  of  the  people ;  fince  it  is  a  pradlice 
obonal  in  itfelf,  becaufe  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  great  purpofc  of 
■  A&mbly,  and  can  therefore  fcrvc  no  other  purpofc  than  that  of 
araring  indemnity  to  the  miniftcrs,  by  placing  them  out  of  the 
Kh  of  future  animadverfion. 

La  HOC,  my  Lords,  the  uninterrupted  continuance  of  this  practice 
rfane  reigns  be  pleaded  in  its  defence,  for  nothing  is  more  worthy 
'Ae  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  than  to  prevent  the  multiphciition  of 
^prous  precedents.  That  a  cuftom  manifcftlv  injurirus  to  the 
Hie  has  continued  Ion?,  is  ihc  ftror;*eft  rcafon  for  brcaii.::  '  it,  be* 
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caufe  it  acquires  every  year  new  authority  and  greater  venerat 
if  when  a  nation  is  alarmed  and  diilraclcd,  a  cullom  of  twenty  i 
is  not  to  be  infringed,  it  may  in  twenty  years  more  be  fo  & 
cftabliflied,  that  many  may  think  it  neceflary  to  be  fupported,  i 
when  thofe  calamities  arc  incontcftably  Lit,  which  perhaps  no« 
on]v  feared. 

I  (hall  therefore,  my  Lords  propofc,  that  of  the  AdJrefs  ac 
for  all  be  left  out  but  the  fird  paragraph  \  it  will  then  be  more  i 
fiAcnt  with  the  honour  of  your  LordHiips^  with  our  regard  fv 
people,  and  with  our  duty  to  the  Crown,  and  hope  no  Lord  wil 
fufe  his  concurrence. 

Lord  Hardwicke  rofe  next,  and  fpoke  to  the  following cffisd 
My  Lords,  upon  an  attentive  confidcration  of  the  Addrefs  now 
pofcd,  I  am  not  able  to  difcovcr  any  obje£Vions  which  canji 
hinder  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Aflembly,  fmce  therein 
any  propofition  contained  in  it  cither  djngerou^  or  uncertain. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  oppofcd  this  motion  with  the  mol 
dent  vehemence,  are  very  far  fiom  denying  what  i^  afi'erted  ii 
they  readily  grnnt  that  dedgns  are  concerted  by  many  fornu 
po^^Yrs  agaiaft  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  and  that  the  corifc^usoc 
the  rum  of  that  family  mull  extern!  to  the  utmofl  part^  of  Eui 
and  endanger  the  liberties  of  Biitain  itfrlt ;  that  the  power  of  Fi 
will  then  bt  without  a  ri\a!,  and  thai  flic  may  after wa:ds  gratif 
ambiiion  witiiout  fear  and  without  Jarigcr. 

Nor  is  it,  my  Lo;d«,  lefs  ob\ious  in  itfclf,  or  1cr>  grm:ra!l 
lowed,  t.'.at  this  is  a  time  which  demands  the  mofi  a;:tivc  vigour 
moil  invariable  unanimity,  ar.u  the  moA  diligent  diipatch  ^ 
n^thini;  can  interrupt  the  courfc  of  our  common  enemies  bu 
w;fc(l  ct)unfc!s,  and  the  moft  refolutc  c^ppoiition  ;  and  that  upoc 
conduct  2t  this  great  conjuniflurc  may  probably  depend  the  hap| 
•i:d  liberty  of  ourfclve^,  our  allio,  a:id  our  poflcrity. 

A! I  lii  >,  my  Lords,  is  allowed  to  be  apparently  ar.J  indifpi 
tra.\  I  p.rn  therefore  at  a  lufs  to  cimeeivc  what  can  be  tbc  occai 
the  deh..tc  in  which  t^m_-  of  your  Lor  J  lb:  ps  have  engaged.  / 
cauU-s  cf  ihc  e  Jamitic^  which  arc  faid  to  threaten  us  are  notal 
in  the  AdJrefs,  we  fliJI  leave  ourfclves  at  full  liberty  to  chargjC 
upon  thofc  who  flull  appear  l:u;^  fature  enquiries  to  defcrvcfe 
aii  aecuat.on. 
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aioifters  of  the  court  have  bj  any  inconftancy  in  dieir 
f  or  folly  in  their  negotiations,  given  an  opportunity  to  the 
of  Europe  to  extend  their  influence,  or  endangered  either 
inlerefty  or  that  of  our  aHies ;  if  they  have  by  oppreffion 
ence  alienated  from  his  Majefty  the  afIe£Hons  of  his  people^ 
Mifidcpce  of  his  confederates,  nothing  that  is  contained  in 
eft  now  before  us  can  be  produced  by  them  in  juftificatton 
csnducl,  or  fecure  them   from  accufation,  cenfurc,  and 

srar,  my  Lords,  has  been  hitherto  carried  on  with  clandeftine 
nsy  or  treacherous  compafb ;  if  our  admirals  have  received 
»  retire  from  the  coaft  of  Spain,  only  to  give  our  enemies  an 
itj  of  invading  die  dominions  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
without  diredions  deferted  their  ftations,  and  abandoned  the 
B  of  our  commerce  and  our  colonies ;  we  (hall,  notwith* 
this  Addreds,  retain  in  our  hsmds  the  privilege  of  enquiring 
*  condud,  and  the  power,  if  it  be  found  criminal^  of  infli£t- 
penalties  as  juftice  Ihall  require. 

V  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  upon  what  motives  the  debate  19 
i,  nor  vfhat  objections  they  are  which  hinder  our  unanimity^ 
e  when  all  petty  controverfies  ought  to  be  forgot,  and  all 
diftinflions  laid  afide;  at  a  time  when  general  danger  majf 
m  general  attention,  and  we  ought  to  fufpend  the  ailertion 
irticular  opinions,  and  the  profecution  of  our  feparate  inte« 
d  regard  only  the  oppofition  of  France,  the  fupport  of  our 
i  the  prefervation  of  our  country. 

oUe  Lords  who  have  oflFered  their  fentiments  on  this  occa- 

e  very  diffafely  expatiated  on  the  miferies  that  impend  over 

ave  (hewn  uncommon  dexterity  and  acutenefs  in  tracing 

to  one  fource,  the  weaknefs  or  diflumefty  of  the  Britifh 

y  part,  my  Lords,  though  perhaps  I  believe  that  many  cir- 
ca of  the  prefent  diftrefs  are  to  be  imputed  to  accidents 
dd  not  be  forefeen,  and  that  the  condu£t  of  the  miniftry^ 
Aowttmes  difappointed  of  the  effeds  intended  by  it,  was 
■taod  fincere,  1  (hall  at  prefent  forbear  to  engage  in  their" 
iaBtiifetbedi(cuffionof  a  qucftion  fo  complicated  muf^necef&if 
(9  and  bccaufe  I  think  it  not  fo  i^ui  to  enquire 
£  a  how 
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how  we  were  Involved  in  our  prefcnt  difficulties,  as  by  whit  i 
we  may  be  extricated  from  them. 

The  method  by  which  vx2k  dates  are  made  flrong,  aiid  by 
thole  that  are  already  powerful,  are  enabled  to  exert  their  ft 
vritb  efficacy  is  the  promotion  of  union,  and  the  abolition  of  i 
picions  by  which  the  people  may  be  incited  to  a  diftmft  of  the 
vereign,  or  the  Sovereign  provokeii  to  a  difregard  of  hit  | 
With  this  view,  my  Lords,  all  AdJrcfles  ought  to  be  drawn  u 
this  confiJcration  will  be  f'ufficicnt  to  rcflrain  us  f:um  any  is 
tions  at  a  time  like  this. 

If  it  Cx)uld  be  granted,  my  Lords,  that  the  ancient  method 
better  adapted  to  the  general  intention  of  Addrcflcs,  more 
fpondcnt  to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  and  liable  to  fewer  inc 
niencies  than  that  which  later  times  have  introduced,  yet  it  w 
follow  that  we  can  now  (afely  change  it. 

Nothing  in  the  whole  do^rine  of  politics  is  better  known 
that  there  are  times  when  the  reJrefs  of  grievances  invetcrai 
cuftoniary  is  not  to  be  attempted ;  times  when  the  utmodl  < 
barely  fufficiirnt  to  avert  extreme  calamities,  and  prevent  a  tot 
Iblution;  and  in  which  the  confideration  of  lighter  e\ils  mu 
be  fuflfered  to  interrupt  more  important  counfels,  or  divert  th 
tention  which  the  prefen'ationof  the  ftate  ncccfiarily  demands. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  pretbnt  time,  even  by  the  ccnfcffion  o( 
who  have  oppofcd  the  mr^tion,  and  of  whom  thererorc  it  ir 
reafonably  demanded.  Why  tricy  wjtic  thii'c  important  ho 
debates  upon  forms  and  wc^rd^? 

For  that  only  forms  and  u*ords  have  produced  the  debate^ 
be  apparent,  even  to  thcmfclves,  when  the  fervour  of  contr 
ihall  have  flackened  i  when  that  vehemence,  with  which  the 
moderate  arc  iametimes  tranfported,  and  that  acrimony*  whtd 
duur  itfrif  cannot  always  forbear,  (h.ill  i;ive  way  to  rcfleclioo 
retfon.  1  hat  the  danger  is  prelfing,  and  that  preffiug  dai^ 
quire  expedition  and  unanimity,  th'.y  willingly  grant ;  ind 
more  is  ajTcrtcd  in  the  Addrefs  ? 

Thnt  any  Locd  (hould  be  unwilling  to  concur  in  the  cuft 
ci^rci&ons  of  thankfulnefs  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  or  in  ad 
kdgmenu  of  that  regard  for  this  Aflcmbly  with  which  he  li 
afiftancc  and  advice,  I  am  unwillmg  to  {\dpt£t  |  nor  can  I  ii 
thai  any  part  of  the  oppuHiion  to  ib^s  propoOd  can  be  prodw 
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lingnefs  to  comply  with  his  Majefty's  demands,  and  to  promife 
at  adrlce  and  affiftance,  which  it  is  our  duty,  both  to  our  Sove- 
ipj,  our  country,  and  ourfelvcs,  to  offer. 

That  thofc,  my  Lords,  who  have  exprciTcd  in  terms  (o  full  of  in- 
jpation  their  refentmcnt  of  the  imaginary  neglcft  of  the  Q^ieen 
F  Hnngar^'N  intereft,  have  declared  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  the  ©nly 
fcark  of  Europe,  and  cxpreflcd  their  dread  of  the  encroachments 
FFrance  with  emotions  which  nothing  but  real  pa^on  can  produce, 
bald  be  Unwilling  to  afl'cit  their  refolution  of  adhering  to  the 
n^matic  SancTion,  and  of  defending  the  liberties  of  the  empire, 
iBDot  be  fipro.'cd. 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  what  other  rcafons  of  their  condu£l  can  be 
ipied  either  by  the  emperor,  or  the  people,  or  the  allies  of  Bri- 
Ib  ;  diofe  allies  whofe  claim  they  fo  warmly  aficrt,  and  whofe  me- 
H  chey  fo  loudly  extol  ?  Will  it  not  be  imagined  in  foreign  courts, 
bt  the  meafures  now  recommended  by  the  emperor,  are  thought 
m  confiilent  with  the  intercft  of  the  nation?  Will  it  not  be  readily 
feved,  that  we  propofe  to  abandon  thofe  defigns  of  which  we 
mnot  be  p^n'uadcd  to  declare  our  approbation  ? 

What  will  be  the  confcquencc  of  fuch  an  opinion  artfully  propa- 
■ied  by  France,  and  confirmed  by  appearances  fo  likely  to  deceive, 
uj  eafliy  be  forcfeen,  and  fafely  predicted.  The  French  will  pro- 
Xate  their  fchemes  with  frefh  ardour,  when  they  dread  no  longer 
Bf  interruption  from  the  only  nation  able  to  refift  them  ;  and  it  is 
ril  known,  my  Lords,  how  often  confidence,  by  exciting  courage, 
induces  fuccefs. 

Kor  indeed  can  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours,  thus  animated  and 
irickencd,  be  eafily  doubted,  fmce  the  fame  appearances  that  en* 
DMrage  them  will  intimidate  their  enemies.  Our  allies  will  then 
iUc  no  longer  of  union  againft  the  general  enemy ;  they  muft 
their  united  force  infufficient,  and  the  only  emulation 
igft  them  will  quickly  be,  which  fhall  firft  offer  his  liberty  to 
He,  who  ihall  firft  pay  his  court  to  the  mailers  of  the  world,  and 
■ait  mercy  by  a  fpeedy  fubmifEon. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  Houfe  fo  Biith- 

U  la  Britain,  and  fo  fteady  in  its  oppofition  to  the  deiiens  of  the 

hcach  ambition,  be  finally  funk  in  irrecoverable  ruin,  by  thofe  who 

to  pleale  themfelves  with  declamations  in  its  praife,  and  refo* 

for  its  defence;  and  who  never  fpeak  of  the  French  without 

Bpanddeteftation* 
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If  on  tbif  occafion/^fDy  Lords,  we  (hould  give  tnjr  fuipicM 
unufual  difconcent,  what  could  be  concluded  but  that  we'  an 
willing  any  longer  to  cmbarrafs  ourfclvcs  with  remote  conlidera 
to  load  ibis  nation  with  taxes  for  the  prcfervation  of  the  rig| 
other  Sovereigns,  and  to  haurd  armies  in  the  defence  of  the  < 
oent  ?  What  can  our  allies  think,  but  that  we  are  at  preieot  < 
of  the  burthenibme  and  expenfive  honour  of  holding  the  balai 
power  in  our  hands,  are  content  to  refign  the  unquiet  provii 
the  arbiters  of  Europe,  and  propofe  to  confine  our  care  hen 
ward  to  our  immediate  intereft,  and  (but  up  ourielvca  io  oui 
ifland? 

That  this  is  the  real  deftgn  of  any  of  thofe  noble  Lords  whi 
cppofed  the  motion,  1  do  not  intend  to  infinuair ;  for  I  dool 
but  they  believe  the  general  intereft  both  of  this  nation  and  kft 
moft  likely  to  be  promoted  by  the  method  of  Addreis  wb  cj 
aecomoieod,  fmce  they  declare  that  they  do  not  think  our  ftai 
perate,  and  coofe6  the  importance  of  the  affairs  on  wbich  \ 
acquired  by  bis  Majefty  to  deliberate,  to  be  fuch,  that  nochisg 
to  repreCi  our  endeavours  but  impoffihility  of  fuccefs. 

Such  is  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  thofe  noble  Lord 
tbe  hopes  which  I  bad  formed  of  iecing  the  dcilructive  aiten 
the  French  once  more  defeated,  and  power  rcftored  agi*n  t 
equipoite  which  is  neceflary  to  the  continuance  of  tranquillit 
happincU,  have  received  new  ftrength  from  their  coocurcesio 
1  AiaU  now  bear  with  k(a  fclicitude  the  threats  of  France. 

That  tbe  French,  my  Lords,  are  not  inv;ncible,  the  oobb 
who  ijpuke  laft  baa  oftca  experienced ;  nor  it  there  any  leal 
iouginiog  thit  ikey  are  now  more  formidable  than  when  m 
countered  theoi  in  the  fields  of  Bknhcjni  auid  Ramillies.  N 
it  requiiite  but  a  &rm  ooaoa  among  thole  princes  who  ace  !■ 
tcely  tn  daiiger  frooi  their  encro«chaients,  to  reduce  tkeai  w 
dr&w  their  fercea  from  the  countries  of  their  ne!gbboiin»  ani 
for  the  defence  of  their  own  territories,  their  feheaet  of  befl 
empires,  and  dividing  dominions. 

That  foch  an  un^oo  is  now  cultivated^  we  have  been  infan 
bia  Majeiljr,  vrbofe  endeavoura  will  probably  be  foccefefol,  ki 
lbe|  may  at  &f  ll  he  thwarted  and  obftraded  ^  bccai^  the  m 
proiich  of  dan|^  wiil  coufe  thofe  whom  avvicc  hei  Anptf 

ii  thvi  Mih  Md  rcafon  viB  hmomtwm 
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powerful,  and  Ibphiftry  and  artifice  be  in  time  certainly  de- 

n  therefore,  my  Lords,  we  are  engaged  in  confultations 
may  affed  the  liberties  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  by 
our  poftericy  to  many  ages  may  be  made  happy  or  miferable ; 
the  daily  progrefs  of  the  enemies  of  juftice  and  of  freedom 
it  to  ftwaken  us  to  vigilance  and  expedition,  and  there  are  yet 
hopes  that  diligence  and  iirmnefs  may  prcfervc  us  from  ruin, 
s  not  wafte  our  time  in  unneceflary  debates,  and  keep  the  na- 
of  Europe  in  fufpence  by  the  difcuflionof  a  qucftion,  the  deci« 
of  which  may  be  delayed  for  years,  without  any  manifeft  in- 
ience.  Let  us  not  embarrafs  his  Majefty  by  an  unufual  form 
refs,  at  a  time  when  he  is  negotiating  alliances,  and  forming 
for  the  reicue  of  the  empire, 
olfaing,  my  Lords,  is  more  remote  from  the  real  end  of  Ad- 
Aan  a  reprefentation  of  them  as  made  only  to  the  minifter ;  for 
be  any  commerce  between  a  prince  and  his  fubjeds,  in 
he  is  the  immediate  agent,  if  his  perfonal  dignity  be  inte« 
in  any  aft  of  government,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  in 
iving  the  Addreffes  of  the  two  Houfes,  he  aflumes  a  peculiar  and 
character,  which  cannot  be  confounded  with  his  counfel  or 
■ 
The  Duke  of  Argyle  rofe  again,  and  fpoke  to  this  efFe<9: 
My  Lords,  if  there  was  now  any  conteft  amongft  us  for 
ity  of  regard  to  his  Majefty,  of  zeal  for  his  honour,  or  re- 
of  his  perfon,  I  (hould  not  doubt  of  proving  that  no  Lord  in 
Honie  can  boaft  of  more  ardour,  fidelity,  or  relpeft  than  my- 
';  and  if  the  chief  qucftion  now  amongft  us  related  to  the  terms 
which  he  deferves  to  be  addrefled  by  us,  I  fhould  be  unwilling 
^'  loy  man  Ihould  propofe  language  more  fubmilfive  and  reve- 
^fcii  or  more  forcible  and  cbroprehenfive  than  myfelf. 
•■  But  Addrcl!e$,  however  they  may  for  prefent  purpofes  be  repre- 
fated  as  regarding  the  perfonal  charaScr  of  the  King,  are  in  reality 
Mfaing  more  than  replies  to  a  fpeech  compofed  by  the  minifter, 
Vhafe  meafures,  if  we  Ihould  appear  to  commend,  our  panegyric 
Itoft  in  fome  future  proceeding,  be  cited  againft  us.  Every  Addrefs 
hut&Ht  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  public  record,  and  to  be  drawn 
1^  Coinfima  it  not  to  miflead  our  Sovereign. 

£4  The 
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The  AJJrefs  now  propofed,  11  indeed  equally  indefccfibk  to« 
focvcr  ic  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate.  If  it  rcfpecls  the  people, 
only  drive  them  to  dcfpair ;  if  it  t>c  confined  to  the  So^crcig 
advice,  not  our  panegyric,  i^  now  required,  and  Europe  if 
preferved  firom  ruin,  not  by  our  eloquence,  but  our  fincerity. 
fped  to  his  Majefty,  my  Lords,  will  be  bcft  (hewn  by  preicn 
influence  in  other  nations,  and  his  authority  in  his  own  c 
7*his  can  only  be  done  by  (hewing  him  how  the  one  has  be 
paired,  and  how  the  other  may  be  in  time  endangered. 

By  Addrclics  like  this  which  is  now  propoTedy  my  I«ord<,  ; 
Majrfiy  been  betrayed  into  an  inadvertent  apprtibation  of  mi 
pernicious  to  the  nation,  and  difhonourable  to  himfdf,  and  wi 
be  kept  ignorant  of  the  dcfpicabic  condudof  the  war,  the  treac 
connivance  at  the  dci'ccnt  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  domini 
the  Qjieen  of  Hungary,  and  the  contempt  with  which  every 
ci'  the  continent  has  heard  of  the  iKUtrality  lately  conclude. 
Add.eflcs  like  this,  my  Lords,  have  the  rights  of  the  oatiu 
filcntly  given  up,  and  the  invaders  of  liberty,  and  violators 
|aw>  preferved  from  profecution ;  by  fuch  AdJrcC'cs  have  oui 
rarchs  been  ruined  at  one  time,  and  our  country  eofla* 
;inother. 

Lord  Harrington  fpoke  next,  in  the  following  mannc; 
Ix>rd»,  it  is  ncccllary  to  explain  that  treaty  of  neutrality  whi 
been  mentioned  by  Tome  Lords  as  an  slSL  to  the  lad  degree  1 
ful,  an  a£l  by  which  the  nation  has  been  diihooourcd,  and  the 
ral  liberties  of  Europe  have  been  betrayed  ^  1  reprefentatioii 
lant  from  the  uuth^  that  it  can  only  be  imputed  to  want  of 
mation. 

This  treaty  of  neutrality,  my  Lords,  is  fo  far  from  being  rep 
ful  to  this  lution^  that  it  has  no  lelataon  to  it,  being  made 
Majefty  not  in  the  chancer  of  Emperor  of  Britain,  bu*  Eie 
Hanover  I  nor  is  any  thing  flipulatcd  by  it  but  fecuritjof  tbc 
nions  of  Hanover,  from  the  invafion  of  the  French  for  a  (logic  ] 

What  part  of  this  tranfaAion,  my  Lordi,  can  be  fuppofed 
under  the  cognizance  of  this  Aflembly  {  Or  with  what  proprii 
it  be  mentioned  in  our  tkbatcs,  or  produce  an  argument  on 
fide  i  That  the  dominions  of  Briuin  and  Hr'^'^ver  are  diflii 
independent  on  each  other,  hat  often  been  ai  ti  d,  and  a&rfi 
Until  i  and  I  hope  thofe  who  fa  ftudioufly        ate  ifaeir  iott 
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pl  Other  occafions,  will  not  now  unite  them  only  to  refleA  mali« 
|||afly  on  the  condu^  of  bis  Majefly. 

do  not  indeed  charge  any  Lord  with  a  deflgn  (o  fnalignant  iqd 
juft  i  having  already  aflerted  it  as  my  opinion,  that  thefe  reproaches 
produced  only  by  ignorance  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  affair,  but 
with    equal   readinefs  allow  that   ignorance  to  be  wholljr 
Is. 
is  neceflary,  my  Lords,  in  common  life,  to  every  man  who 
lid  avoid  contempt  and  ridicule,  to  refrain  from  fpeaking,  at  leaft 
fpcaking  witfi  confidence,  on  fubje(5ls  with  which  he  has  not 
himfelf  fuficiently  acquainted.     This  caution,  my  Lords,  it 
ncccflary  when  his  difcourfe  tends  to  the  accufation  or  reproach 
another,  becaufe  he  can  then  only  cfcapc  contempt  himfelf  by 
;ing  it,  perhaps  unjuftly,  on  him  whom  he  condemns.     It  is 
neceflary,  ftill  to  him  who  fpeaks  in  the  public  council  of  the 
1,  and  who  may  by  falfe  reflections  injure  the  public  intereft, 
is  yet  more  indifpenlably  required  in  him  who  afTumcs  the  pro- 
of examining  the  conduct  of  his  Sovereign. 
Lord  Is  LAY  fpolce  in  fubftancc  as  follows :  My  Lords,  it  appears 
all  thoiie  who  have  fpoke  on  cither  ftdc  of  the  prefent  queftionj 
iver  they  may  generally  differ  in  their  opinions,  agree  at  Icaft  itf 
afiertion,  that  the  time  which  is  fpent  in  this  debate  might  be 
more  ufually  employed,  and  that  we  in  fome  dec;rcc  dcfcrt  the 

caufe  of  liberty,  by  giving  way  to  trifling  altercations. 

This  indeed  is  an  argument  of  equal  force  for  a  coiiceflion  on 

fide ;  but  as  in  affairs  of  fuch  importance,  no  man  ought  to 

in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  convi£lions  of  his  own  reafon,  it 

be  expeded  that  we  ihould  be  unanimous  in  our  opinion,  or 

the  diipute  ihould  be  determined  otherwife  than  by  the  vote. 

I  have  indeed  heard  no  arguments  againft  the  motion,  which  re- 

IfBre  long  ^onfideration ;  for  little  of  what  has  been  urged,  has  in 

[If  opinion  been  very  nearly  connected  with  the  qucflion  before  us, 

'Ikich  is  not  whether  the  miniftcrs  have  purfucd  or  negledled  the  in- 

of  the  nation,  whether  the  laws  have  been  violated  or  ob-» 

inedy  the  war  timorouily  oi'  magnanimoufly  conduced,  or  our  ne- 

fNiations  managed  with  dexterity  or  weaknefs,   but  whether  we 

Id  oficr  to  his  Majefty  the  Addrefs  propofed. 

*  b  this  Addrefs,  my  Lords,  it  has  never  yet  been  proved  that  any 

rivtaoas  m  contained  either  ialfe,  or  uncertain  in  themfeives,  or 
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contrary  to  the  dignity  of  thtft  AlKmhly,  that  tny  ad  of  cow 
or  treachery,  any  crime,  or  any  error  will  be  feoired  liy  it  ftoi 
leAion  and  from  puniflimcnt. 

That  this,  my  Lords  may  appear  more  plainly,  I  move  thi 
motion  may  be  read  j  nor  do  1  doubt  but  ti»t  the  queftion  m 
m  dofer  examination,  be  fpeedily  decided. 

[The  motion  being  again  read,  in  order  m  put  the  queftion,] 

Lord  Bathorst  fpoke  to  the  tScA  following :  My  La 
know  not  why  the  noble  Lord  (hould  expcA,  chat  by  reading  th 
tion,  a  more  fpeedy  determination  of  the  queftion  would  be  prod 
for  if  the  repeated  confideration  of  it  operates  upon  the  minds  i 
Lords  that  have  oppofed  it^  in  the  iame  manner  aa  npon  wok 
will  only  confirm  their  opinioo,  and  ftrengthco  their  frfetmian. 

We  arc  required,  my  Lords,  to  join  in  an  Addrciii  of  thai 
his  Majeily  for  his  endeavours  to  maintain  the  balance  of  powi 
an  Addreft,  that  implies  a  fallhood  open  and  indifpuiable,  and  < 
will  therefore  only  make  us  contempiible  to  oiar  feUow^fubjedi 
allies,  and  our  enemies. 

What  is  meant,  my  Lords,  by  the  balance  of  power,  bnt  i 
4iftribution  of  dominion,  as  may  keep  the  ibvereign  powen  ii 
Sual  dread  of  each  other,  and  by  confequence  prcferve  peace ; 
an  equality  of  ftrengtb  between  one  prince,  or  one  confedcrac 
another,  that  the  hasard  of  war  iball  be  nearly  equal  on  eack 
But  which  of  your  Lordfliips  will  affirm,  that  this  is  now  chi 
of  Europe? 

It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  duit  the  French  are  far  from  ia^ 
that  there  is  now  any  power  which  can  be  put  in  the  babusco  a 
their  own,  and  therefore  diftribute  kingdoms  by  caprice,  and 
Emperors  upon  their  own  term«. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  continn;  ice  of  the  balance  of  power 
now  to  be  perceived  by  its  na<  ral  confcqueneet,  tranquilBi 
libeny ;  the  whole  continent  is  »w  in  confufion,  laid  waflt  I 
ravages  of  armies,  fubjcA  to  «  Sovereign  to-day,  and  to-w 
to  another  :  there  is  fcarcely  :  f  place  where  the  calamities  o 
aft  not  frit  or  espoAed,  and  re  property  by  confcquence 
uncertain,  and  life  itielf  in  contimtal  danger. 

One  ha^Ypf  comer  of  I  r       '    >  '  s      '  t  feund,  wof  I 

If      f  li  ere,  ac  Icaft,  bf  a 

t  ifcnlMd,  1 1 
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hear,  and  whether  it  was  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  the 
of  BriuiA,   though  the  advantages  of  it  are  confined  to- 
er. 

as  I  am  not  of  opinion,  my  l.ords,  that  the  balance  of  power 
fervcd  by  the  fecurity  of  Hanover  i  or  that  thofe  territories, 
ver  important,  will  be  aUe  to  furnifli  forces  equivalent  to  the 
of  France,  I  cannot  agree  to  promife  in  an  Addrcfs  of  this 
to  affift  His  Majefty  in  maintaining  the  balance  of  power, 
I  fliall  chearfully  give  my  concurrence  in  every  juft  and 
ous  effort  to  rrftore  it. 
Bat  as  it  may  be  urged,  that  any  divcSt  cxpreffions  of  difcontent 
be  too  wide  a  deviation  from  die  common  forms,  which  for  a 
time  have  admitted  nothing  but  fubmiilion  and  adulation,  I  (hall 
LTcnture  to  propofe,  that  we  may  at  lead  contraifl  our  Addrcfs, 
if  we  do  not  in  plain  language  declare  all  our  fentiments,  we 
however  affirm  nothing  that  we  do  not  think ;  and  I  am  confix 
,  that  all  the  praifes  which  can  be  juftly  befiowcd  on  the  late 
res,  may  be  comprized  in  a  very  few  words. 
b  has  been  infinuated,  that  this  change  of  our  ftilc  may  perhaps 
His  Majefty,  and  raife  in  him  fome  fufpicions  of  difcontent 
dilapprobation ;  that  it  may  uicline  him  to  believe  his  mcafureSy 
not  underftood  by  us,  or  not  applauded,  and  divert  him  from 
prcfent  fchemes  by  the  neceffity  of  an  enquiry  into  the  reofons  of 
diflike. 
And  for  what  other  purpofe,  my  Lords,  (hould  fuch  a  change  of 
ftile  be  propofed  ?    Why  (hould  we  deny  on  this  occajion  the 
ic  language  which  has  been  of  late'  fo  profufely  bellowed, 
to  fliew  that  we  think  this  time  too  dangerous  for  flattery,  and 
Ae  meaiiires  now  purfued  fuch  as  none  but  the  moil  abjedl  flatterers 
Bcommendi 

I  flMMild  hope,  that  if  it  be  aflced  by  His  Majefty  to  what  caufe 
km  to  he  imputed,  that  the  Addrcfs  of  this  Houle  is  fo  much  con- 
there  would  be  found  fome  amongft  us  honeft  enough  to 
r,  that  all  which  can  be  faid  with  truth  is  contained  in  it,  and 
lattery  and  fiilfhood  were  not  confifient  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Lords  of  Britain. 
I  kope,  my  Lor    ,  ibme  one  amongft  us  would  expUin  to  His 
die  del  ency       Bvell  as  the  integrity  of  our  condu£^,  and  in- 
that '  :  hinted  our  difcontent  in  the  moft  refpe£lful 
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manner;  and  where  there  was  fafficient  room  Tor  theloudeftcci 
hive  (atisfied  ouilclvci  with  modeft  ftlcnce,  with  a  mere  negsti 
applaufe. 

Should  we,  mjr  Lords,  in  oppofltion  to  the  cotn^na  c 
countrymen,  to  the  reprefentations  of  our  allies,  and  all  the  co 
tion  which  our  reafon  can  admit,  or  our  fenfes  produce,  cootir 
ail  this  farce  of  approbation,  what  can  His  Majcftjr  conceiin 
that  thofe  meafures  which  we  applaud,  ought  to  be  profircutcd 
moll  cfTediial  and  fafe  i  And  what  confcquence  but  total  mi 
arlfe  from  the  profecution  of  meafures  by  which  we  are  alr&K 
duced  to  penury  auid  contempt  i 

Lord  Cholmono£L£Y  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpc 
My  Lords,  It  it  never  without  grief  and  wonder  that  I  hea 
fufpicion  infinuatcd  of  injuftice  or  impropriety  in  His  Mjijefty*s 
fures,  of  whofe  wifdom  and  goodneU  1  have  fo  much  knowicdj 
to  affirm  with  the  utmoft  confidence,  that  he  it  better  ac^v 
than  any  Lord  in  this  Affembly  with  the  preient  ftate  of  Lurof 
that  he  is  more  able  to  judge  by  what  methods  tranquillity  a 
re-eftabliibed ;  and  that  he  purfues  the  beft  methods  with  the  \ 
parity  of  intention,  and  the  moft  inceflant  diligence  and  applicai 

I'hat  the  jufteft  intentions  may  be  fometimet  defeated^  ai 
wifeft  endeavours  fail  of  fuccefs,  1  fliaU  readily  grant;  but  it  w 
fellow,  that  we  ought  not  to  acknowledge  that  wiidom  and  int 
which  is  exerted  in  the  profecution  of  our  intereft,  or  that  wc 
not  to  be  grateful  for  the  benefits  which  were  fiacerely  inft 
though  not  actually  received. 

l*he  wifdom  of  His  Majefty*s  counlels,  my  Lords,  »  not  t 
ently  admired,  becauie  the  difficulties  which  he  has  u»  encooat 
not  known,  or  not  obfirrved.  Upon  His  Majefly,  my  Lofda 
the  u(k  of  teaching  the  powers  of  the  continent  to  prefer  thei 
to  their  feeming  intereft,  and  to  difregard  for  the  fake  of  diftam 
pinefs,  immediate  acquifitions  and  certain  advamagct.  His  M 
is  endeavouring  to  unite  in  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sai 
tiiofe  powers  whofe  dominions  will  be  enlarged  by  the  violation 
and  whom  France  bribes  to  her  intereft  with  the  fpoih  of  Aa 
jLiu]  who  can  wonder  that  fucccft  is  not  eaTy  in  attco^Ma  like  tk 

In  fuch  meafures  we  ought  doul  *  '^  to  <  '  avonr  to  aaum 
Majefiy,  by  an  Addrefs  at  Icaft  not        n  of  duty  ani  i 

tnaa  thofe  which  be  has  been  accufio  mei 


741-]  TH£ADDR£SS.  6l 

in  concur  Xfixh  the  noble  Lords  who  made  and  fupported  the 
on. 

fhe  Qncftions,  on  a  divifion^  pafied  in  the  affirmative.  Con- 
88.     Not  Content  43. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Dicemhtr  8,  1741- 
DEBATE    ON     THE    ADDRESS. 

Ctmmons  who  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  having  heard  hit 
f^iftfs  Speech  to  both  Houfn^  returned  to  their  own  Honfe^  where 
i9fjof  it  being  this  day  read  to  them  by  the  Speaker,  Mr.  H.  A. 
llRBSRT  moved  for  an  Addrefs^  in  words  to  this  effeEl : 

iBy  To  addrefs  the  throne  on  the  prcdnt  occafion,  is  a  cuilom 
ek|  as  it  is  founded  on  rcafon  and  decency,  has  always  been  ob- 
ri  by  the  Commons  of  Britain  ;  nor  do  I  fufpedl  this  Houfe  of 
intention  to  omit  thofc  forms  of  rcfpeft  to  his  Majcfty,  which 
mceftors  always  prefervcd  even  under  princes  whofc  condufi  and 
pn  gave  them  no  claim  to  reverence  or  gratitude. 
0  continue  therefore.  Sir,  a  pradice  which  the  nature  of  govcrn- 
titfeir  makes  neceilary,  and  which  cannot  but  be  acknowledged 
r  in  a  peculiar  degree,  proper  under  a  prince  whofc  perfonal  vir- 
are  fo  generally  known,  I  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  this  Houfe 
le  liberty  which  I  ihall  take  of  propofing  an  Addrefs  to  this 
\l 

hit  we  Ihould  beg  leave  to  congratulate  his  Majcfly,  upon  his 
od  happy  return  to  thefe  his  kingdoms,  and  to  return  our  fincere 
a  for  his  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  \  and  afTurc  him 
e  Einie  time,  that  with  hearts  full  of  duty  and  gratitude,  we 
9C  but  acknowledge  his  Majcfty's  regard  and  attention  to  the 
nr  and  iotereft  of  this  nation. 

>iiUbrve  that  the  great  and  Impending  dangers  that  threaten 
^  under  the  prefirnt  critical  and  perplexed  fituation  of  aflairc. 


62  U    E    IS    A    r   £      OH  [d 


T«- 


Lave  been  reprefrnted  by  his  M;ijcfty  tohi>  Parliament,  frr  ihtir 
\:l'C  M\d  nilill  incc,  vviiii  luch  patcrnrit  i'or.w  in,  an  J  f'uch  j!?*.^.c 
hl'»  prop  1 1',  r-jcii  cofifidcncc  in  his  tjiihfiil  C  ii'vnon^,  u»l  la^h  mi 
tor  the  ;.!c:-.i*:.i!  ^onj.  o{  I.iiropc,  ns  caniT^t  Uil  to  excite  in  ui  a 
fcniV  of  hl<;  M.T'..!l\*>  ..■Oi)iliicrs  aiu!  cnnJefcenfion  :  anJ  ::.r  r:*'? 
ull.jrc  his  M;jjcliy,  in  the  {la:!i;;,eft  manner,  that  this  Ho^f:  .i.! 
i>i'icn  as  thcfe  rnoiiientous  affairs  (hall  cone  under  our  co.f.Jera* 
rive  his  Mnlollv  inch  aJvscc,  as  becomes  i.itiTi:ui  and  fai::::"i'  TjS 
:iTiJ  fiiii  alTilUnce  and  fiippoit,  as  fli.ill  be  m6ft  condjw.. c  :d 
honuir  .Tr.d  true  i.-.tercil  of  hi*  crown  and  k;:iz:iloms. 

ri;nt  \iv  ti\ank  his  Majefty  for  his  loyal  care  in  pro'ccu!.  ■; 
w.-^r  wit:j  S;  .lir.  ;  .;r;d  that  in  order  to  anfwcr  thcfe  n.ccfTarv  ?■:"" 
vie  will  |.*..i!.:  ;.:vh  ifr'tvtu.il  fuppllc*,  as  (hall  enable  his  M:  :-.. 
only  to  be  ;:i  ..  re  :  !  r.tf*'  to  fupjwrt  his  friends  and  allies,  &t  i  ..r. : 
ar.'.i  :;:  ij».h  in..ii;;^-;  ..^  t'-.;:  r\*/r-;K*v  .ttiJ  *.irci;mila::ccs  of  ^rf^.rs 
rf(;«j:r'*,  but  tn  ^j^ml-  a::i  d:':V.!t  .'.nv  :it;cmpts  tnat  (hall  be  ! 
r..:i;:.:l  h:^  M..i.llv,  \\>  c:.»*.\n  and  Lin^dviis,  or  a::ain«"l  :".  :e, 
biiij.:  tq.i.i!*;  en-j.i  •«  J  w.:h  his  M.-.'cilv  bv  t!i'*  fjilli  of  tr-j*  r 
units,  .i  bv  ct;::i:non  iit.iLft  a:u!  cjnmiun  Oanjer,  Iha.'l  be  u  '!  r 
eop.ct::  fv-ii  irt.:l.jrc  ,  j>  fhi!l  Ic  fi:u;id  nccLlUry  and  cxjcuc: 
ni.i.::t ..:..:  \^  tiu-  Lj:..iiC'?  ol   I' iiri>j^c. 

riis  AdJuN,  which  in  my  t'pir.ion  wil!  con:.:-n  both  a  p 
an!w„:  U'  [»>  M.inrtv's  Speed),  and  a  decent  decla:a:.L»n  of  m.:  » 
til  iw  .  nd  du:\,  \\,\[  no:  1  hopj  be  opp/.icd.  For  fi:c'.y  it  ckr.n^ 
chir 'e-l  wi:h  aflLiiin'  3r;v  iu':iz  that  ;*  c. i:\cr  Uitc  or  rr..k  ■. 
beitow:n::  a;:v  iinnecjiLi v  juntiivnc,  l:  uiih  in ^::iUi ;::::•  h. 
that  i»  not  ^cnr r all v  allowed. 

Ml.  I'klvor  icconded  him  in  ihc  manner  rilowin*.  S;i 
the  ncC' ilitv  of  an  Addrc:U  to  his  Maie.U  t.ii.::ot  be  difralcd 
ur.ly  i|ueition  on  ta:S  occahon  muft  be,  Wli'jthcr  the  AJcrcfs 
p:opoied  be  luch  3^  :t  may  b'jcomc  this  il;>j.e  :o  utFer  in  li.e  pi 
LonjuiiCture  U  a2:U.;s. 

In  an  Addrefs,  Sir,  it  is  nccelLry  to  preserve  at  once  t':c  n 
due  to  our  Suvcrci..*n,  and  the  di/n.:y  w:;.^  ri  i::^v  iu'.Vv  br  alT 
by  the  reprefentativi>  x^i  the  jx-ople  of  ijri:^::;,  ^  i^*  F***  ^•''•v.fe  I 
'ifiht  ^iics  them  .i  claim  to  a|'^»io.(r.'.  li-.c-r  S«ncici>jn,  nwt  i 
without  t!.c  u:mrj(t  xcf^;e«:^  bu!  w;th  i ar; •...■■,  whit h  al'i'oiL'.e 
luuhk  never  hc^r  j.^.n  :h:  :1a. ^^  by   .v:.^.:.  ;:.wy  arc  u:ruar^< 
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reipe^  and  dignity  appear  lo  me  to  be  very  happily  united  in 
ccfs  now  p^opoied,  in  which  we  join  with  our  profeifions  of 
IT  cffsrs  ot  advice,  and  aflerc  our  claim  to  the  dire£lton  of 
Hiai  expences  by  our  promllc  to  grant  the  neceiTary  fupplies. 
ere  ciinr.ot  therefore  in  my  opinion.  Sir,  be  any  thing  added 
lUrcfs  now  ottered,  and  there  appears  to  me  no  necefSty  of 
radon  or  omiiEon,  I  fecond  the  motion. 
No£L  Somerset  fpoke  next  to  this  eftccl: — Sir,  Though 

from  intending  to  reprcfs  by  fophiilical  cavil?,  or  trifling 
(IS,  the  zeal  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  propofed 
irci&  has  (hewn  for  promoting  the  public  bufineis,  yet,  as  it 
nconuile-^^  with  the  duty  of  a  fenator  to  prefer  civility  to 
nd  to  iacriiice  to  ceremony  or  complaifancc  the  intereft  of 
itrj,  I  think  it  neceiTary  to  declare  my  opinion,  that  though 
ireis  propofed  may  aJmicof  many  amendments,  which  I  leave 
gentlemen  to  make,  I  think  the  addition  of  one  claufe  abib- 
xeflary;  that  his  Majcfty  may  be  defired  not  to  engage  this. 
a  a  war  for  the  prefen'ation  of  his  foreign  dominions  ;  do- 

whlch,  as  they  are  in  themfclves  independent  on  the  crowa 
lia,  and  governed  by  different  laws,  and  by  a  different  right, 
en  feparated  by  an  exprels  clai'fc  from  theie  kingdoms,  in  the 
diich  his  Majefty  owes  his  title  to  the  throne, 
requeft.  Sir,  is  at  this  time  particularly  expedient,  when  the 
Dt  is  in  confuTion,  and  the  territories  of  Hanover  are  en- 
d  by  the  approach  of  the  French  forces,     licfidcs,  as  nothing 

&tal  than  groundlefs  expectations  of  aflifls.nce,  it  may  con- 
to  the  iafety  of  that  people,  to  (hew  them  that  they  are  to  de- 
icm  cheir  own  ftrength,  to  call  their  forces  together,  to  fortify 
Wiis»  and  guard  their  avenues  ;  and  that,  if  tiicy  fit  indolent 
defi»  in  confidence  that  the  power  of  Britain  will  be  employed 
dtfence,  they  will  only  give  their  enemies  an  eafy  conqucil, 
«V€  theiD(iBlves  and  their  pofterlty  to  a  foreign  power  :  I  move 
X^  That  his  Majefty  be  petitioned  in  our  Addrefs,  not  to 
kingdoms  in  a  war  for  the  prcfervation  of  his  foreign 


SUFFIKToie  and  fpoke  thus: — Sir,  I  know  not  with  v.'hat 
Xiiuij  aflert,  in  this  fenate,  pofitions,  for  which  1  have  :or- 
bsBl  cenfured,  and  which  few  other  members  have  hitherto 
m^i  but  I  riie  with  conHJencc  that  I  (hall  be  at\a^ft.  eic- 
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knowledged  to  ad  confiftently  with  myiclf  in  feconding  tbc 
fCffon  who  fpoke  lift ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  many  of  Ac 
difltr  from  me  in  opinion,  would  gladly  be  able  to  boaft 
fembling  me  in  congruity  of  principles,  and  ftcadinefs  of  cond 

But  fteadincfs.  Sir,  is  the  eScSt  only  of  integrity,  and  coi 
the  confequence  of  conviction  :  he  that  fpealcs  alwaj'S  what  he 
And  endeavours  by  diligent  enquiry  to  think  aright  be/bre  he  vi 
to  declare  his  fentiments ;  he  that  folIoWs,  in  his  fearches,  no 
but  reafon,  nor  cxpeAs  any  reward  from  them  but  the  advan 
dtfcovcring  truth,  and  the  pleafure  of  communicating  it,  w 
eafily  change  his  opinion,  becaufe  it  will  feldom  be  eafy  t 
that  be  who  has  hcneftly  enquired  after  trudi,  has  fa:*.*d  to  attai 

For  my  part,  I  am  not  alhamed  nor  afi^id  to  affirm,  that 
years  have  made  no  change  in  any  of  my  political  opinions; 
now  grown  old  in  this  Houfe,  but  that  experience  which  is  tb 
fequcnce  of  age,  has  only  confirmed  the  princifdes  with  wbici 
fered  it  many  years  ago ;  time  has  verified  the  prediAions 
I  formerly  uttered,  and  I  have  fcen  my  conjectures  ripene 
knowledge. 

I  fhould  bf  therefore  without  excufe  if  either  terror  could  a( 
or  the  hope  of  advanuge  allure  me  from  the  declaration  of  m 
nions ;  opinions  which  I  was  not  deterred  from  allcrcmg,  whi 
profpeA  of  a  longer  life  than  T  can  now  expeA  might  have  ad 
the  temptations  of  ambition,  or  aggravated  the  terrors  of  p 
and  difgrace;  opinions  for  which  1  would  willingly  have  f; 
the  fevered  cenfures,  even  when  I  had  efpoufed  them  only  in 
pliance  with  reafon,  without  the  infallible  certainty  of  experiei 

Of  truth  it  has  been  always  obferved,  Sir,  that  every  day  a 
its  eftablifhment,  and  that  (aIflloods^  however  fpecious  bo 
fopported  by  power,  or  eftabliflied  by  confederacies,  are  una 
ftand  before  the  ftroke  of  time.  Againft  the  inconvenieocie 
vexations  of  long  life,  may  be  <et  the  pleafure  of  diicovcrmg 
fierhaps  the  only  pleafure  that  age  affords.  Nor  is  it  a  flight 
faAion  to  a  man  not  utterly  infatuated  or  depraved,  to  find  op| 
nities  of  rectifying  his  notion?,  and  regulating  his  conduA  b; 
lights. 

But  much  greater  is  the  happincfs  of  that  man  to  whom  evei 
brings  a  new  proof  of  the  reaibnaUenefs  of  his  former  deter 
tU^t,  Mild  who  find*,  by  the  ir.oft  unerring  tefl,  that  his  H' 


U    I74I-]  THEADORESS.  65 

■BD  ^KOt  in  promotion  of  do&rines  beneficial  to  mankind.  This, 
p^  k  die  lu4>pinefs  which  I  now  enjoy,  and  for  which  thofe  who 
pKicr  flan  attain  it,  muft  look  for  an  equivalent  in  lucrative  em- 
jlofiDcnts,  honorary  titles,  pompous  equipages,  and  fplendid  palaces. 
Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  gained  by  a  fea- 
variation  of  principles,  and  by  a  ready  compliance  with  the 
g  Edhion  of  opinions ;  advantages  which  I  indeed  cannot 
when  they  are  purchafed  at  fo  high  a  price,  but  of  which  age 
ob&rvation  has  too  frcfquently  (hewn  me  the  unbounded  influence^ 
CD  whidi  I  cannot  deny  that  I  have  always  afcrlbed  the  inftability 
condud,  and  inconfiftency  of  aflertions,  which  I  have  difcovered 
many  men,  whofe  abilities  I  have  no  reafon  to  depreciate,  and 
whom  I  cannot  but  believe  they  would  eafily  diftlnguifli  truth, 
not  fallhood  recommended  to  them  by  the  ornaments  of 
!di. 
If  there  are  in  this  new  fenate  any  men  devoted  to  their  private  in- 
any  who  prefer  the  gratification  of  their  pa/lions  tu  the  fafety 
happinefs  of  their  country,  who  can  riot  without  remorfe  in  the 
r  of  their  conftituents,  who  can  forget  the  anguifh  of  guilt  in 
ooife  of  a  fead,  the  pomp  of  a  drawing- roon'i,  or  the  arms  of  a 
and  think  expenfive  wickedncfs  and  the  gaieties  of  folly 
ifaknt  to  the  fair  fame  of  fidelity  and  the  peace  of  virtue,  to  thcni 
fan  Ipeak  to  no  purpofe  ;  for  I  am  far  from  imagining  any  power 
By  bnguagc  to  gain  thofe  to  truth  who  have  rcfigned  their  hearts 
srarice  or  ambition,  or  to  prevail  upon  men  to  change  opinions* 
diey  have  indeed  never  believed,  though  they  arc  hired  to  aflert 
There  is  a  degree  of  wickcdnefs  which  reproof  or  argument 
reclaim,  as  there  is  a  degree  of  ftupidity  which  inftruflion 
enlighten. 
If  ay  country.  Sir,  has  been  fo  unfortunate  as  once  more  to  com- 
ber intereft  to  thofe  who  propofe  to  themfelves  no  advantage 
their  trutl,  but  that  of  felling  it,  I  may  perhaps  h\\  once  more 
ccfifure  for  declaring  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as 
toiminal  for  aiTerting  what  they  who  punifli  me  cannot  deny ;  for 
ining  the  inconfiftency  of  Hanover  maxims  with  the  happinefs 
cf  tUs  nation,  and  for  prefcrving  the  caution  which  was  fo  ftrongly 
ikakated  by  the  patriots  that  drew  up  the  A61  of  Settlement,  and 
'^Rthe  prelent  Imperial  Family  their  title  to  tbc  Throne. 
Vot.  II.  F  T  uc^t: 
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Thefe  men,  Sir,  whofe  wifdom  cannot  be  difputed,  ind 
seal  for  his  Majefty^s  familj  was  equal  to  their  knowledge,  d 
it  rcquifite  to  provide  fome  fecurity  againft  the  prejudices  oi 
and  education.  They  were  far  from  imagining,  that  the| 
calling  to  the  Throne  a  race  of  beings  exalted  above  the  Crail 
humanity,  or  exempted  by  any  peculiar  privileges  from  error  c 
ignorance. 

They  knew  that  every  man  was  habitually,  if  not  naturall] 
of  his  own  nation,  nnd  that  he  was  inclined  to  enrich  it  and  dc 
at  the  cxpcnce  cf  another,  even,  perhaps,  of  that  to  which  hi 
debfed  for  much  higher  degrees  of  grcatncfs,  wealth  and  powi 
every  thin^  which  makes  one  ft  ate  of  life  preferable  to  anothe 
which  therefore,  if  reafon  could  prevail  over  prejudice,  anc 
action  were  regulated  by  llri£l  juftice,  mljht  claim  more  regi 
that  corner  of  the  earth  in  which  he  only  happened  to  be  bonu 
They  knew,  Sir,  that  confidence  was  not  always  returnc 
we  moll  willingly  truft  thofe  whom  we  have  longcft  knov 
carcfs  thofe  with  moft  fondnefs,  whofe  inclinations  we  find 
pcrience  to  corr:fpond  with  our  own,  without  regard  to  pa 
circumftances  which  may  entitle  others  to  greater  regard,  oi 
dc;^rees  cf  credit,  or  of  kindnefs. 

Againft  thefe  prejudices  which  their  fagactty  enabled  them  1 
fee,  their  integrity  incited  them  to  fecure  us,  by  provifton: 
every  man  then  thought  equitable  and  wife,  becaufe  no  man  w 
hired  to  efpoufe  a  contrary  opinion. 

To  obviate  the  difpofition  which  a  foreign  race  of  prince 
have  to  truft  their  original  fuhjcch,  it  was  enacted  that  lione 
(houtd  be  capable  of  any  place  of  truft  ct  profit  in  thefe  kir 
And  to  hinder  our  Monirchs  from  transferrins  the  levc 
Britain  to  Hanover,  and  enriching  it  with  the  commerce 
traders,  and  the  labours  of  our  hufbanJmen ;  from  raifmg 
augment  the  fplendour  of  a  petty  court,  and  increafing  the  g 
of  their  mountains  by  mifaj>plying  that  money  which  this 
ihbuld  raife  for  its  own  defence,  it  was  nro\ided  ;hat  the  Emj 
Britain  (hould  never  return  to  his  n-itive  dominions,  but  refiA 
in  this  kingdom,  without  any  other  care  than  that  of  galfl 
atfcitiof;*  of  his  Briiifh  fuV«vts,prcrer\i;»£  their  rights,  and  in 
•iiCi:  power. 
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lit  w»  imagined  by  that  Senate  that  the  Eledorate  of  Hanover,  a 

te  dignity  held  by  cuflotn  of  homage  to  a  greater  power, 

CD  be  thought  below  the  regard  of  the  Emperor  of  Britain,  and 

die  Sovereign  of  a  nation  like  this  ought  to  remember  a  lower 

only  to  heighten  his  gratitude  to  the  people  by  whom  he  was 

They  were  hr  from  imagining  that  Briuin  and  Hanover 

in  time  be  confidered  as  of  equal  importance,  and  that  their 

ign  would  divide  his  years  between  one  country  and  the  other, 

fleaie  himfelf  with  exhibiting  in  Hanover  the  annual  (how  of  the 

and  dignity  of  a  Britilh  Emperor. 

daafe.  Sir,  however,  a  later  fenate  readily  repealed ;  upon 

motives  I  am  not  able  to  declare,  having  never  heard  the  argu- 

which  prevailed  upon  their  predeceflbrs  to  enact  it,  confuted  or 

ted  i  nor  have  I  found  that  the  event  has  produced  any  judifi* 

of  their  condufl,  or  that  the  nation  has  received  any  remark- 

advantage  from  the  travels  of  our  Emperors. 

is  another  daufe  in  that  important  ad  which  yet  the  Senate 

HOC  adventured  to  repeal,  by  which  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation 

DOC  be  engaged  in  war  for  the  defence  of  the  Hanoverian  dorni- 

dominions  of  which  we  can  have  no  intcrcd  in  the  protcdkion 

irefervation ;  dominions  perhaps  of  no  great  value  into  whatever 

chance  and  negligence  may  throw  them,  which  their  fituation 

Bade  entirely  ufclefs  to  a  naval  power ;  but  which,  though  they 

benefit,  may  injure  us,  by  diverting  the  attention  of  our  So« 

ign,  or  withholding  his  afFedtions. 

r  this  daufe.  Sir,  has  not  fometimcsbcen  eluded,  whether 
fa  thoufand  Heffians  which  we  once  fupportL-d  were  of  ufc  to  any 
Ae  Bfiti(h  dominions,  and  whether  a  double  number  of  the  fame 
now  paid  .with  our  money  for  the  defence  of  the  Queen  of 
,  have  not  been  ftationed  only  where  they  might  defend 
,  without  the  lead  advantage  to  our  confederates,  whether 
nation  has  not  been  condemned  to  double  expences  in  the  fupport 
dlis  alliance,  by  raifmg  for  the  Queen's  fer\'icc  troops  which  were 
employed  in  the  protection  of  Hanover,  and  then  in  fuccouring 
with  pecuniary  fupplies,    it  is   perhaps  at  prefcnt  unnectflary* 
iai|^  Ihope  not  yet  too  late,  to  enquire. 

*  It  is  at  prefent  unneceilary,  bccaufe  the  claufc  which  is  psopofed 
<||pMbe  denied  to  be  equally  proper,  whether  the  A&  of  Setdement 

F  2  \i^ 
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has  betn  hitherto  obrerved  or  violated ;  for  the  violatiooof  it  mt^jti 
engage  us  in  funie  nicaAires  that  may  fecure  us  for  the  future  fraa 
like  injury ;  and  the  obfervation  of  it  is  a  manifeft  proof  how  a 
It  is  approved  by  all  parties,  fince  in  fo  many  deviationt  froM 
(ettlement,  and  nn  inconAancy  (^  conduA  of  which  ao  cmf 
fcarcely  to  be  founds  this  law  has  been  efteemed  (acred,  the  boh 
of  our  rights,  and  the  boundary  which  the  fovereigo  power  hH 
d^rrd  to  overleap. 

As  bis  Majeily,  Sir,  has  in  a  very  folemn  manner  called  ope 
for  our  advice  and  affiilancc,  what  can  be  more  proper  tfaao  M 
before  him  our  opinion  on  this  important  queftion  i  War  a  tm 
flavery  one  of  the  grcatcft  calamities,  and  an  unneccflary  war  then 
the  greatcft  error  of  government,  an  error  which  cannoc  be 
caurioufly  obviated,  or  too  fpecdily  reformed. 

If  we  confidcr.  Sir,  the  prefent  ftatc  of  the  continent,  tbet 
nothing  more  probable  than  that  the  fubjeSs  of  the  Eledor  of  H 
vtr  may  folicit  the  aifiAance  of  the  Fmperor  of  Britain,  and  then 
it  is  ncceflary  to  inform  them,  that  their  folicitations  will  be  ' 
If  we  enquire  into  the  fu(picions  of  our  fellow-fubje^,  we  (haQ 
them  generally  difturbcd  with  fears  that  they  (hall  be  facrificed  h 
(ecurity  of  foreign  dominions,  and  therefore  it  is  neceiury  to  i 
their  aflPe^ion  to  his  Majefty  where  it-  is  impaired,  ainl  confirm 
confidence  where  it  has  been  hitherto  preierved,  by  (hewing  h 
molt  public  manner,  how  vainly  they  have  been  difquieted9  ^^ 
grolsly  they  have  been  miftakcn. 

It  is  ccruinly  our  duty.  Sir,  to  give  fuch  advice  as  may  mofV 
inform  his  MajcAy  of  the  feotimcnts  of  his  people,  and  moft  effi 
ally  eflabiifh  in  the  people  an  adherence  to  his  Majefly;  as  it  is 
Utn  that  no  advice  will  be  fecondcd  by  greater  numbers  than 
which  is  propofed,  nor  can  his  Majefly  by  any  act  of  goodm 
much  endear  his  government,  as  by  a  ready  promife  to  tliis  a 
of  an  exemption  from  any  war  in  defence  of  Hanover. 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  not  be  objeclcJ,  that  by  fuch  requeft  a  fufp 
Will  be  infmuatcd  of  defigns  detrimental  to  the  Britifh  nation, 
rcpugoant  to  the  conditions  on  which  his  Majefly  aicemlei 
'Il.ror.c,  bccaufc  an  objection  o!  eij.u  I  torcc  may  file  againfl  ao; 
v.cr  wii-.j'  vcr  that  fluli  l>c  of/crcd  bv  the  Senate. 

it  n}\\  bcalwa)s  ur^cJ,  Sir,  that  to  recommend  any  meafun 
tw  ujp^k  that  ihcy  would  not  have  bccniugjcftcd  to  his  Majcf 
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I  own  wifdom,  and  by  confequence  that  he  is  defciStive  either  in 
Dvlcige  or  in  goodnefs,  that  he  either  miftakcs  or  negledh  the  in- 
rcft  of  his  people. 

Thus,  Sir,  may  the  moft  laudable  condu<S^  be  charged  with  fedi- 
n,  and  the  moft  awful  regard  be  accufed  of  difrefpeft,  by  forced 
■faiucnces,  and  exaggerated  language  ;  thus  may  Senates  become 
Hefc,  left  they  (hould  appear  to  be  wifer  than  their  Sovereign,  and 
cSoirereign  be  condemned  to  acl  only  by  the  information  of  fervile 
ipificrs,  becaufe  no  public  advice  can  fafcly  be  given  him. 
That  kings  muft  acl  upon  the  information  of  others,  that  they  can 
tfitde  with  their  own  eyes  through  the  mifts  which  flattery  is  con- 
■ally  employed  in  raifing  before  them,  and  that  they  are  therefore 
■t  happy  who  have,  by  the  conftitution  of  the  country  which  they 
ivem^  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  opinions  of  their  people  with- 
K  difgtufe,  has  yet  never  been  denied  by  any  who  do  not  fcparate 
B  inirreft  of  the  King  from  that  of  the  people,  and  leave  mankind 
» political  diftinAion  but  that  of  tyrants  and  ilaves. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  happinefs  of  the  Emperor  of  Britain  beyond  other 
■aarchs,  an  advantage  by  which  he  may  be  always  enaliled  to  con-^ 
■fbce  the  happy  and  flourifhing  ilatc  of  his  fubiccts,  and  to  rec;:ive 
ehicffngs  and  acclamations  of  millions  that  ow;:  to  ills  care  their 
tdth  and  their  fccurity. 

Of  this  advantage  he  cannot  be  deprived,  but  by  the  cowardice  or 
e  treachery  of  thofe  men  who  are  delegated  by  the  people,  as  the 
■r£ans  of  their  liberties;  and  furely  it  requires  no  uncommon 
K&ation  to  difcover,  that  no  aft  of  treafon  can  be  equal  in  malig- 
ty  to  that  perfidy  which  deprives  the  King  of  the  afFcilions  of  his 
^eds,  by  concealing  from  him  their  fcntimcnts  and  petitions.  He 
K  makes  his  Monarch  hated,  muft  undoubtedly  make  him  unhappy ; 
I  he  that  dcftroyshis  happinefs,  might  more  innocently  take  away 

To  exempt  myfelf  therefore  from  fuch  guilt,  to  difchirge  the  truft 
rimed  on  me  by  my  country,  and  to  perform  the  duty  v/hich  I  owe 
my  King,  I  ftand  up  to  fecond  this  motion. 
Mr.  Gybbon  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofc  : — Sir,  as  i:  is 
tcify  to  remember  all  the  parts  of  an  Addrcfs  by  only  o!ice  hearing 
and  hearinz  it  in  a  form  different  from  that  in  v.hich  it  is  to  bz 
fatted,  I  think  it  necefTary  to  a  more  accurate  confiucrution  of  it, 
t  kihould  be  read  diRinStiy  to  the  Home.    \Vc  xnvj  o\;v\v:T\v\vi 
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waftc  Odr  time  in  debates,  to  which  only  our  own  forgetfuloefr 
occmfion ;  we  may  raiTc  objcflions  without  reaibn,  mnd  pn^xife  u 
ments  where  there  is  no  dcfccl. 

[The  Addreis  was  accordingly  read,  and  Mr.  Gybbon  procec 

Hatring  now  heard  the  AdJrefs,  I  find  by  experience  the  pf«| 
of  my  propofal,  having  remarked  a  claufe,  which,  in  m/opioic 
jiecefiary  to  be  amended,  and  which  I  had  not  obfirrved  when  i 
jtpeated  before* 

It  is  wrll  knowA,  that  the  Speeches  from  the  Throne,  d 
pronounced  by  the  King,  are  always  confidcrcd  as  the  coQpd 
of  the  miniftry,  upon  whom  any  ialfc  aucrtions  would  be  durfi 
the  informers  and  counfellors  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  well  known,  likewife,  that  whenever  this  Houfe  fi 
Thinks  to  the  King  for  any  meafures  that  have  been  purfued, 
meafures  are  fuppolir  J  to  be  approved  by  them  ;  and  that  approl 
siay  be  pleaded  by  the  mtnifter  in  his  defence,  whenever  be  ft 
required  to  anfwer  for  the  event  of  his  counfels. 

It  is  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  extrcmciy  unrcafotuiKe  to  pn 
dut  ThanitJbiMJd  hi  rtturntd  t9  bi$  Alcjejhf  ftr  his  r$yMcart  :a 
iuhng  the  war  againfi  Spain  i  for  what  has  been  the  confequa 
that  care,  for  which  cur  Thanks  are  to  be  with  (o  much  iblei 
returned,  but  ctfc-:«,  difgr/xe  an»l  I' t1  .,  t!ie  ruin  c*r  our  mere! 
die  impriibnmcnt  of  our  Uilors,  iu!c  Iho^s  of  ainumcnts,  am 
left  expencrs  ? 

What  are  the  events  which  arc  to  be  rrcordcd  l-y  an  imparti; 
count  of  lbs  war  ;  a  war  provokri  vy  lo  lon^  a  train  of  infull 
injuries,  and  carried  on  with  fo  apparent  an  UK-qualay  of  fo 
Have  we  deflrored  the  fleets  <if  our  enemie?,  f.rtJ  ihcir  townt 
laid  their  fortreiTc^  in  ruins  ?  ILvc  wc  conquered  their  colonici 
plundered  their  cities,  and  redj-ri  thcni  to  a  nc^cJityof  rec 
from  i:.e.r  unj'-if:  c'^It^,  and  rej -\:n:  t  .i  j  i;i:;dcr  04  our  mcrch 
Are  their  Ambafladurs  now  fxlu  tui^  jicacc  a:  the  Court  ol  lii 
or  app!.  r.^'  to  the  neighbouring  Pr.:;ces  to  niodciatc  the  rcfeoi 
ofll.'ir\i.   Tri''j«  emmifs? 

I  am  afraid  that  the  efTcOs  of  our  preparations,  however  fonr.u 
arc  very  d:Krrnt  \  thiy  have  only  r~ir«:d  diicnntcnt  amoi\g  our  < 
rr^fTK:^,  zr\  cr^niempt  anion?  our  encniies.  Wc  ha\e  ihcvtx 
wr  ate  fir*  nj  in  :c«  i,  hut  tL.i  our  force  is  made  inefie<9ual  b] 
<ci$'S4'Jis:c  i  iiu:  v.hcn  hc  iSirc~tc:i  moft  ioudlyt  wt  pcrKirin  ood 
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hat  we  draw  our  fwords  but  to  brandifb  them,  and  only  wait  an  op« 
pfiRnnicy  to  Ihetth  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  plainly  to  confcfs 
tai  we  dare  not  ftrike. 
IT  we  confider,  therefore,  what  efFefl  our  thnnlcs  for  condud  like 
mu{b  naturally  produce,  it  will  appe?.r  that  they  can  only  encou* 
our  enemies,  and  difpirit  our  (cllow-fubjcds.  It  will  be  ima« 
tfaat  the  Spaniards  are  a  powerful  nation,  which  it  was  the 
degree  of  temerity  to  attack ;  a  nation  by  whom  it  is  honour 
Icient  not  to  be  overcome,  and  from  whom  wc  cannot  be  de* 
without  the  moil  vigilant  caution,  and  the  moft  exten&ve 
Ige  both  of  politurs  and  war. 
k  will  readily  be  perceived  by  the  proud  Spaniards,  that  it  is  only 
y  to  profecute  their  views  a  little  longer,  to  intimidate  us 
new  demands,  and  amufe  us  with  new  preparations ;  and  that 
who  are  always  (atisfted  with  our  fuccefs,  (ball  foon  be  weary  of 
war  from  which  it  is  plain  that  wc  never  expelled  any  advantage, 
therefore  (hall  in  a  fliort  time  willingly  receive  fuch  terms  as 
conquerors  will  grant  us, 
rit  is  always  to  be  remembered  how  much  all  human  affairs  depend, 
opinion,  how  often  reputation  fupplies  the  want  of  real  power, 
making  thofc  afraid  who  cannot  be  hurt,  and  by  producing  con- 
!nce  where  there  is  no  fuperiority.  The  opinion  of  which  the 
itc  ought  to  endeavour  the  promotion,  is  confidence  in  their  ftea- 
l&iefe,  honefty,  and  wifdom.  Confidence  which  will  not  be  much 
iced  by  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  for  the  conJucl  of  the  war 
tinft  Spain. 

How  juftly  may  it  be  afked,  when  this  Addrefs  is  fprcad  over  the 
torld,  what  were  the  views  with  which  the  fenate  of  Britain  peti- 
iDoed  their  Sovereign  to  declare  war  againfl  Spain. 

If  their  dcfign  was,  as  they  then  afferted,  to  procure  fecurity  for 
Ae  commerce  of  America,  and  reparation  for  the  injuries  which 
Adr  merchants  had  received,  by  what  fluftuatinn  of  counfels,  by 
what  prevalence  of  new  opinions  have  they  now  a^a!ldoned  it  ?  For 
that  they  have  no  longer  the  fame  intentions,  that  they  now  no  more 
tidier  propofe  fecurity,  or  demand  recompencc,  is  Lvidcnt ;  fince 
Aough  they  have  obtained  neither,  yet  are  they  thankful  for  the  ccn- 
dii£l  of  the  war. 

To  what  can  this  apparent  inftability  be  imputc.l,  but  to  tVvc 
ti^aiit  either  of  wl/Hom  'to  fra/ancc  their  own  power  v^  viV\  xYi^X  oJl 
catm/esj  and  dilccrn  the  true  intercft  of  lUca  cguuu^^  ox  x^ 

¥  4  a^Ui^MX 
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1  mean  compliance  with  the  clamours  of  the  people,  to  whoa 
durft  not  refufe  the  appearance  of  a  war,  though  tfaej  had  no  ca 
tadon  of  honour  or  faccefs  ? 

But  in  far  other  terms,  Sir,  will  the  Spaniards  fpeak  of  the 
jrefs  which  Is  now  propofcd.  *<  Behold,  (ay  our  bcafting  eoe 
the  fpirit  and  wifdom  of  that  ARcmbly,  whofe  counsels  koL 
continent  in  fufpence,  and  whofc  determinations  change  the  b 
kingdoms ;  whofc  vote  transfers  fovercignty,  covers  the  ocean 
fleets,  prefcribcs  the  o{M:ration  of  diilant  wars,  and  fixes  the  bi 
<9f  the  world.  Behold  them  amufed  with  idle  preparations,  k 
money  for  mockeries  of  war,  and  returning  thanks  for  the  p2i 
of  the  (how.  Behold  them  looking  with  wonderful  tranquillit 
the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  their  (hips,  inhich  have  been  I 
opon  their  own  coafts  by  our  privateers,  and  congratulating  t 
felves  and  their  monarch  that  any  have  been  prcferved.  How 
would  have  been  the  exulution,  and  how  loud  the  applaufes 
chey  fucceeded  in  any  of  their  defigns ;  had  they  obftructed  di 
parturc  of  our  fleets,  or  hindered  our  Jefcent  upon  the  dominu 
the  (^ccn  of  Hungary ;  had  they  confined  our  privateers  ti 
harbours  defeated  any  of  our  troops,  or  over-run  any  of  our 
nies?  In  wh.t  terms  would  they  h^.c  cxprciled  their  gratituc 
victory,  who  arc  thus  thankful  for  diiappointments  and  difgrace  ?' 

Such,  Sir,  muft  be  the  remarks  of  our  enemies  upon  an  Ai 
like  that  which  is  now  propofcd ;  remarks  whtch  we  and  our 
mu!\  be  condemned  to  hear,  without  attempting  a  reply.  For 
can  be  uiged  to  extenuate  the  ridicule  of  returning  thanks  wbc 
ou^hi  tithcr  to  exprefs  refcntment,  offer  ccnfolai'ions,  and  pi 
the  means  of  better  fuccefs,  or  cover  our  grief  and  (ha^fie  with 
pctual  filence  ? 

Wr.rr.  it  ft-H  be  tMd  in  forci-n  nat'or^,  that  the  Senate  ol 
tair:  !».M  iczurncu  thi;r.k&  for  the  efca^^c  cf  ilic  Spaniards  fiom 
lOi,  t'.cir  ur'iierruptfdcxptditirn  to  It/.y,  the  embarraiTmcot  o( 
own  lra.!c,  the  cjpiivitvof  their  fujliT*,  anil  the  dell lucl ion  of 
t.oops,  wJit  car.  thry  conduili*,  bu:  thr.:  the  Senate  of  Bni 
a  collection  of  madmen,  whom  mauinen  ha\e  deputed  to  tranCa 
p.wMick  ifr**r^?  A::d  what  nv^:";  b:  f':_*  influence  of  fucb  ap 
a***!  fw'ch  2  St  rate,  \*:'^  h^  caGV-  c^r.cc  .» -J  . 

If  I  ii:.'.c  gi-.v.i  wsy,  S.;,  .  .  i...:.:  i b.r: vations,  to  any  w 

}.;7-'h'!c,  '^r  rti^rratcd  -i^.i.r.r!*,  ihej*  wjl,  I  hope,  *»e  pv 

tf   r^rX  »r.'.  1  flia!!  reflet  •.i,v>.\  tV.t  f.il  \^t^S\\>j  cA  ^^  ^ 
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I  am  endeavouring  to  flicw  in  its  true  ftite,  and  by  all  who 
CNifider,  that  to  return  thanks  for  the  manigement  of  the 
;  to  return  thanks  for  the  carnage  of  Carthagena,  for  the  ruin 

merchants,  for  the  lofs  of  our  reputation,  and  for  the  cxalta- 

the  family  of  Bourbon. 
ipe  no  man  will  be  fo  unjuft,  or  can  be  fo  ignorant,  as  to  in* 

or  believe,  that  I  impute  any  part  of  our  mifcarriages  to  the 
il  conduA  of  his  Majeily,  or  that  I  think  his  Majefty's  con- 
ar  the  profperity  of  his  people  unworthy  of  the  warmeft  and 
ft   gratitude.     If  the  Addrefs  were  confined  to  the  infpedtion 

Sovereign  alone,  I  (hould  be  very  fiir  from  cenfuring  or  ridi- 
it ;  for  his  Majefty  has  not  the  event  of  war  in  his  power» 
rn  confer  upon  his  minifters  or  generals  that  knowledge  which 
ave  neglefled  to  acquire,  or  that  capacity  which  nature  has 
I  them.  He  may  perform  more  than  we  have  a  right  to  ex* 
uid  yet  be  unfuccefsful ;  he  may  defcrve  the  utmofl  gratitude^ 
vhen,  by  the  mifconduS  of  his  fervants,  the  nation  is  diftrefled. 
t.  Sir,  in  drawing  up  an  Addrefs,  we  (hould  remember  that  we 
sclaring  our  fentimcnts  not  only  to  his  Majefty,  but  to  all  £u- 
;  to  our  allies,  our  enemies,  and  our  poftericy;  that  this  Ad- 
will  be  underflood,  like  all  others ;  that  thanks  offered  in  this 
icr,  by  cufiom,  fignify  approbation ;  and  that  therefore  we  muft 
efent  reprefe  our  gratitude,  becaufe  it  can  only  bring  into  con- 
C  our  Sovereign  and  ourfelves. 

r  Robert  Walpole  fpoke  next  to  this  cfFeS:  Sir,  I  am  very 
rom  thinking  that  the  war  againft  Spain  has  been  fo  unfuccefs- 

0  ibme  gentlemen  have  reprefented  it ;  that  the  loiTes  which  we 
i  fiiffercd  have  been  more  frequent  than  we  had  reafon. to  expect 

1  the  fituatton  of  our  enemies,  and  the  courib  of  our  trade ;  or 
defeats,  fuch  as  the  common  chance  of  war  does  not  often  pro- 
Bt  even  when  the  inequality  of  the  contending  powers  is  incon- 
lUe,  and  the  ultimate  event  as  near  to  certainty,  as  the  nature  of 
lan  affairs  ever  can  admit. 

for  am  I  convinced.  Sir,  even  though  it  fliould  be  allowed  that 
enggeration  had  been  made  of  our  mifcarriagcs,  that  the  impro- 
cy  of  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  reral  care  in 

management  of  the  war,  is  grofs  or  flagrant.  For  if  it  be  al- 
ed  that  his  Majefty  may  be  innocent  of  all  the  mlfcoiiewa  iWjlI 

produced  our  dc/wr^,  chat  he  mny  have  lormcU  Ichcmcs  \v\fc\^^ 

\\\\\c\ 
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which  were  unfkilfully  profecuted  ;  that  even  valour  and  knoi 
concurring,  will  not  always  obtain  fucccfs;  and  that  therefore 
lofles  may  be  fuflTefcdy  and  fome  defeats  received,  though  no 
his  Majcfty  gave  tlie  wifeft  dircilion,  but  his  officers  executed 
with  the  utmx:>ll  diligence  and  fi Jelity ;  how  will  it  appear  fro 
ill  fuccefB,  that  our  Sovereign  does  not  dcfenre  our  gratitude : 
if  it  (hall  appear  to  us  that  our  thank<;  are  merited,  who  fliall  n 
us. from  oft'cring  them  in  :hc  mod  publick  and  folemn  manner! 

J' or  my  parr,  I  think  no  confidcration  worthy  of  regard  in 
petition  with  truth  and  jullirr,  and  therefore  (hall  never  forbe. 
cxpreHicn  of  duty  to  my  Sovereign,  for  fear  of  the  riJiCule 
(ccrct,  or  iV.c  reproaches  of  our  publick  enemies. 

With  regard  to  the  Addrefs  under  our  confiJeration,  if  it 
lowed  cither  that  we  have  not  been  unfuccef'iful  in  any  npprc 
degree,  or  that  i)!  fuccefs  does  not  neceflarily  imply  any  defect 
conducl  of  his  M;ijefty,  or  debar  us  from  the  right  of  acknowli 
his  goodnefi  and  his  wiidom,  I  think.  Sir,  no  objection  cm  be 
to  the  form  cf  expreiTion  now  prnpolcd,  in  which  all  foundi: 
pompous  language,  all  declamatory  exaL'geration,  and  ftudicd  1 
of  fpeech,  all  nppearance  of  exultation,  and  all  the  farce  of 
rick  arc  carefully  avoidtrd,  and  nothing  infcrted  that  may  difgi 
mort  delicate,  or  raife  fcruplcs  in  the  moft  fjncere. 

Yet,  Sir,  that  we  may  not  waHe  our  time  i:pon  trivial  dif|)utcv 
the  nation  rxp^cl*  relief  from  our  coui^fcls,  that  we  may  :\)l  U 
the  proftcution  of  the  war  by  comp'-int^  of  paft  dcfeit<««  rr 
that  a;li(^ance  and  advice  which  our  Sovrreign  demand*,  ( 
quiring  whether  it  may  l>e  mirc  pr-^'per  to  thank,  cr  to  cour.fc 
I  am  wdiiDgv-f^r  thr  fake  of  unanimity,  that*  this  clautc  fho 
omi:teil  i  ::'iil  h^;vr  that  rtoryrtici  p.-rt  of  the  Addrefs  can  gi' 
opponuiiit)'  lot  criticifm,  or  for  obJL\'Uors. 

Mr.  I*rfTi  vrv  f;v»ke  nrvt,  in  the  mnnnrr  following  :-^S! 
no  won  irr  ::.: :  !i;e  Rinht  Honr^irablc  Grn:!rman  w'illr.  »!v  cc 
ti  :Jj  ■  nv.rT.i  :i  i  f  ihiN  claiif",  wh  ch  couUl  be  infertc".!  frr  no 
j*Kj>.u-  than  t'.\:iX  he  might  ftcrificc  it  to  t'le  rrfrntiiient  which  ii 
:...: ■•:«!■.•.■  pr  niuc^*,  and  hv  an  appearar.ce  f»f  r":oJcrty  srd  co-np 
fK".-  cj:i  ',  th:i.ij»h  the  hrllday,  an -I  oh',  ia'.e  y:\y  Icvcre  enqu'rii 
r;  ..'  .t  ^  •  .IlI'.  M'.-i!. 

Ml-   IS  too  \i  ;!  acquai.ur.l  with  th?  oiMP-'^n  nf  many  whj 
/.j:;j;j  ;,ji  ci^okn  to  icprvUal  i\\cn>^  i^wi  Vi\\h  \he  aniverfa 
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n  of  the  people,  too  accurately  infc  rmed  of  the  ftate  of  our  enc- 
^  add  too  confclous  how  much  his  fccrct  machinations  have  fain- 
1  oar  lucccfs,  to  expef^  or  hone  that  wc  ihould  meet  here  to  re- 

dianks  for  the  management  of  the  war ;  of  a  war  in  which 
ing  hzs  been  attempted  by  his  dirci5l;on  that  was  likely  to  fuc- 
,  and  in  which  no  advantage  has  been  gained,  but' by  ading 
out  orders,  and  againft  his  hopes. 

hat  I  do  not  charge  him.  Sir,  without  rcaibn,  or  invent  acca- 
DS  only  to  obilrucc  his  meafures,  or  to  gratify  my  own  refent- 
t;  that  I  do  not  eagerly  catch  flying  calumnies,  prolong  the 
of  cafual  reproaches,  encourage  the  malignity  of  the  envious,  or 
t  the  fufpicions  of  the  melancholy ;  that  I  do  not  impofe  upon 
If  by  a  warm  imagination,  and  endeavour  to  communicate  to 
t%  iruprcfEons  which  I  have  only  received  myfeif  from  prejudice 
malignity,  will  be  proved  from  the  review  of  his  conduft  fincc 
beginning  of  our  difpute  with  Spuin,  in  which  it  will  be  found 

he  has  been  guilty  not  of  fmgle  errors,  but  of  deliberate  trea- 
Y I  that  he  has  always  co-operated  with  our  enemies,  and  (acri- 

to  his  private  intereft  the  happinefs  and  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 
nation. 

ow  long  our  merchants  were  plundered,  our  (ailors  enfiaved, 
our  colonies  intlmidrlcd  without  refcntment ;  how  long  the  Spa- 
Is  ufurped  the  dominion  of  the  fcas,  fcarchcd  our  (hips  at  pfea- 
^  confifcatcj  the  cargoes  without  ccntrcul,  and  tortured  our 
w-fubje<3s  with  impunity,  cannot  but   be   remembered.     Not 

every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  but  every  man  in  the  nation, 
ever  indolent,  ignorant,  or  obfcure,  cnn  tell  what  barbarities 
f  eserciled,  what  ravages  were  committed,  what  complaints  were 
r,  and  how  they  were  received.  It  is  univerfally  known  that 
Gentleman,  and  thofe  whom  he  has  feduced  by  penlions  and 
loyments,  treated  the  lamentations  of  ruined  families,  and  the 
ries  of  tortured  Kritons,  as  the  clamours  of  fcdnion,  and  the 
nurs  of  malignity  lubornud  to  inflame  the  people,  and  embarrals 


jovcmment. 


is  known.  Sir,  that  our  ioiTes  were  at  one  time  ridiculed  as 
IT  the  conbderation  of  th(^  legiilature,  and  the  diilrcU  of  tlie  mod 
d  and  honeft  part  of  mankind  was  made  the  lubjc^t  of  nicrri* 
t  juid  Uughcer  -,  the  aiikward  wit  of  all  the  hirelings  of  the  town 
to  divej-t  UK  suenuon  of  the  publick,  zvA  2l\\  v\\ut  wx. 
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WIS  ooployed  to  introduce  other  fubje^  into  coovafiuioii»  < 
ftill  the  oomplatnts  which  they  heard  with  a  t      If  jeft* 

But  their  wit  was  not  more  fucceisfiil  on  d..«.,  thaa  on  other  c 
fiom }  their  imaginations  were  foon  exhaufted,  and  thej  fbnod 
olhei:  times,  that  they  muft  have  recourfe  to  new  expedients, 
firft  artifice  of  fliaUow  courtiers  is  to  elude  with  prcmiifes  ibofe  1 
plaints  which  they  cannot  confute,  a  prafiice  that  requites  no 
derftanding  or  knowledge,  and  therefore  has  been  generally  fcA 
by  the  adminiftration*  This  artifice  they  quickly  made  wA 
when  they  found  that  neither  the  merchants  nor  the  nation  wt 
be  fiknced  by  an  affedation  of  negligence,  or  the  (allies  of  in 
that  it  was  no  longer  £ife  to  jeft  upon  the  miferies  of  their  cou 
men,  the  deftru^on  of  our  trade,  and  the  violation  of  our  li 
they  condeibended  therefore  to  Ibme  appearances  of  compafioa 
promifed  to  exert  all  their  influence  to  procure  redrefs 
fecurity. 

1*hat  they  might  not  appear.  Sir,  to  have  made  this  promiie 
to  free  diemfelvea  from  prc&nt  importunit}*,  they  fet  ncgotiatioi 
fiaoC,  di^atched  memorials,  rcmonftrances,  pcopofitions  and  < 
putaiions,  and  with  an  air  of  gravity  and  importance,  adembl 
proper  times  to  perufe  the  intelligence  iKhich  they  received,  aj 
concert  new  inftruiEtions  for  their  minillcTS. 

Whik  this  farce  was  aded.  Sir,  innumerable  artifices  were  1 
ufe  of  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  fufpence  and  deby.     Sometime 
dillance  of  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  America,  retarded  the  de< 
of  our  claims.     Sometimes  the  dilatory  diipofition  of  the  Span! 
and  the  eftablifhed  methods  of  their  courts,  made  it  impoAb 
procure  a  more  fpeedy  determination.     Sometimes  orders  wen 
patched  to  America  in  fiivour  of  our  trade,  and  fbmctimes 
orders  were  neglcded  by  the  captains  of  the  Spanifh  fliips,  an 
governors  of  their  provinces ;  and  when  it  was  enquired  why 
captains  and  goverrK>rs  were  not  puniOied  or  recalk*J,   we 
treated  with  contempt  for  not  knowing  what  had  been  fo  latelj 
us  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Spanifli  courts. 

In  the  mean  time  our  merchunts  were  plundered,  and  our  i 
thrown  into  dungeons;  our  flag  was  infulted,  and  our  navig 
reUrainod,  by  men  a£Hng  under  the  commiflion  of  the  Kir 
Spam  i  we  perceived  no  efit«f)  of  our  negotiations  but  the  exp 
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■a  our  enemies  not  only  infifted  on  their  former  claims,  but  profe- 
lied  cfacm  with  the  utmoft  rigour,  infolcnce,  and  cruelty. 
Ic  muft  indeed.  Sir,  be  urged  in  favour  of  our  miniiler,  that  he 
U  HOC  refufe  any  a«^  of  fubmiflion,  or  omit  any  method  of  fuppli- 
■ion  by  which  he  might  hope  to  foften  the  Spaniards ;  he  folicited 
hnr  favour  at  their  own  court,  he  fent  commiflaries  into  their 
Mmtry,  he  aSflcd  them  in  taking  pofTeffionof  dominions,  to  which 
Mdier  we  nor  they  have  proved  a  right  \  and  he  employed  the  navies 
C  Briu:n  to  tranfport  into  Italy  the  Prince  on  whom  the  new 
iRded  kingdom  was  to  be  conferred. 

^  Well  might  he  cxpc£l  that  the  Spaniards  would  be  foftened  by  fa 
^h  Lindnets  and  forbearance,  and  that  gratitude  would  at  length 
nee  Lhem  to  fpare  thofe  whom  no  injuries  or  contempt  had  been 
to  alienate  from  them,  and  to  allow  thofe  a  free  covrfe  through 
t2S  of  America,  to  whom  they  had  been  indebted  for  an  unin* 
pted  paflage  to  the  poflbnion  of  a  kingdom. 
He  might  likewife  urge.  Sir,  that  when  he  was  obliged  to  make 
upon  them,  he  was  fo  tender  of  their  intcrcft,  that  the  Britifli 
Iri!  was  fent  out  with  orders  rather  to  dcftroy  his  own  fleet  than 
galleons,  which  in  appearance  he  was  fent  to  take,  and  to  perifli 
the  inclemency  of  the  climate,  rather  than  enter  the  Spanifh  portSt 
ifr^eir  colonies,  or  plunder  their  towns. 

But  to  liitic  purpr^i'e.  Sir,  did  our  miniiler  implore  the  compaffion 
Ibe  Spaniards,  and  rcprefcnt  the  benetits  by  wliich  we  might 
it  \  for  his  compliance  was  by  the  fubtle  Spaniards  attributed 
^  to  kindner>,  but  to  t'?;:r;  nnd  it  was  therefore  detcrmiiRd  to  re- 
kce  him  to  abfoluie  flav  ery,  by  the  fame  practices  which  had  already 
bik  him  to  fo  abject  a  (late. 
Tfcey  therefore  treated  our  rcmonftrances  with  contempt,  conti- 
their  infclencc  and  their  oppreffions,  and  while  our  agent  was 
at  their  court  with  frefli  inftruclions  in  his  hand,  while  he 
hurr}'ing  with  bufy  looks  from  one  grandee  to  another,  and  per- 
difmilled  without  an  audience  one  day,  and  fent  back  in  the 
nidS  of  his  harangue  on  another,  the  guard(hips  of  the  Spaniards 
axQCinued  their  havcck,  our  nierchants  were  ruined,  and  our  failors 
brtured. 

At  length.  Sir,  the  nation  was  too  much  iriianicJ  to  be  any 
lOMger  amuled  with  idle  n:zc::;:ricns,  or  trifling  expedients  •,  ihe 
liccu  echoed  with  the  djnwurs  of  (he  pop-jlacc,  ^ud  \h\*fc  HoMfe 
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was  crowiicd  with  petitions  from  the  merchants.  Tl)e  Honmr 
Pcciun,  U'ith  all  lus  ^it,  four.d  hi:nlcit'  unable  ary  longer  codw 
deterniinatioa  of  this  afluir.  Thofe  whom  he  had  hitherto  | 
fiiUikd  that  he  had  failed  iTiercly  fjr  want  of  abilities,  began  WM 
ftifpcsSl  that  he  had  no  dcfire  of  better  fuccefs ;  and  thoie  who 
kiiherto  chearfully  merited  their  pcniions  by  an  unlhaken  adhcn 
to  all  his  mcafures,  who  had  cxti^llcd  his  wildoni  and  his  iiitc| 
with  all  the  confidence  of  fccurity,  began  now  to  be  (hakcn  bj 
univcrfality  of  the  cenfurcs  which  the  cpen  fuppott  uf  pet 
brought  upon  ihcm.  They  were  afraid  any  longer  to  afleri  i 
they  neither  believed  themiclve>,  nor  could  pcrfuadc  orkers  to  ad 
1  be  moil  indulent  were  alarmed,  the  moll  obftlnate  con\ii.ced, 
tLe  moil  profli^rate  aflian^ed* 

What  could  now  be  done.  Sir,  to  gain  a  few  months,  to  ta 
a  fhoit  interval  of  cjuict  in  whiih  hi**  a;!cnts  mi^ht  be  cmp-oyr 
dilTetr.inatc  foir.c  ncv.'  faluhood,  briSe  to  his  pany  ibme  new  vi 
cators,  or  lull  the  people  with  the  oput;  of  another  exprdirnt,  i 
an  account  of  concc(non«>  from  the  court  of  Spai.-i«  ur  a  con^rrl 
compute  the  lofii:s,  and  aJjull  the  claims  of  our  merchants? 

Something  was  nccelLrily  to  be  at:tm;ued,  and  orders  uTre  th 
fere  difpatched  by  our  m2!;tiler,  to  his  ilavc  at  the  c  i^rt  of  >.pi\t 
procure  fomc  lt-.pu!;.;ioi;>  tiiat  mi^ht  havj,  ;.t  IciP^  t):*  appe^n 
«il' a  iicp  towards  the  c«'ncIufion  ot  tiic  liebiit?.  U'.$  azcnt  rh 
kim  wich  I.ts  ufuul  aLcrity  ar.J  .i.:u;l.<^,  ..i..!  .n  t.  r.c  (cnt  him| 
tbe  fitkbf.it.tion  of  the  Ikitiili  pc.i^'Ie,  tiie  C'jiv:*ratcd  con\enti'jn. 

I'hc  convention,  Sir»  has  bctn  fo  later.  «:.fcufied,  i%  fo  pan 
btly  rcmemlH-rciU  ar.d  tb  univfTUiiv  co:uiemncu,  that  it  wou!^ 
ail  ui.jufi.:".able  fro.i...L*.:v  o;  li.iie-  tt  expatiate  upjn  it.  Tl 
were  I  ul  few  in  iSe  Lilt  I.'-iJte,  Ji-.d  I  H«-'7c  i.jerr  r.rc  iior.r  in  t 
who  did  not  ice  the  r.;ci:-.r.L*t^  oi  r.;ne;:r.^*  ir-.ior.'.i'.Llle  cLiims  ti 
£fputid  Ij  conuni;la:it>,  the  ::  ■  itticc  c:  tvc  i!(.ri..t*.d  ui.tch 
niadc  u[K  II  the  ^outh-SLa  Com -.in;,  .iiiJ  ihc  t^^r.zcmptucus  i 
koLC  c-t  Mmufinj^  ui  v.  i;h  the  fn.duw  ct  a  tlip'J«:*j:),  uhikh  vn 
%4niAi  into  nothur:,  uuinN  wc  puichaicJ  a  iatt:c.(i.o:i  if  it 
p^vmg  wkut  we  diJ  not  o;vc. 

The  convenii*>n  il-.i-itJ-rc,  Sir,  woa  fo  f-:  f. *:  :-.  |-*»r-.nj,  lb 
•oly  exaiiicratcd  liic  rution,  and  took  fro  n  our  v.ii.'S'cr  the  pc 
9i  aiting  any  longer  openly  in  farour  o:  tr.e  ^p:^l:..:u«^  U  wl 
k  muik  b&  coitUL^dp  ibac  iheic  ^ifdom  w«s  uvcrpvwcied  Wy  \ 


.1.}  THEADDRESS.  J^ 

and  that,  for  the  (ake  of  flicwing  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
cndcDce  in  which  they  held  the  Court  of  Britain,  they  took 
eir  friends  the  power  of  ferving  them  any  longer,  and  made  it 
or  diem  to  pay  that  fubmiflion  to  which  they  were  inclined. 
Spaniards  did  not  fufficiently  diftinguiOi  between  the  nation 
!  miniAry  of  Britain,  nor  fufpedled  that  their  intcrcfis,  in- 
ns, and  opinions  were  diredly  oppofitc  ^  and  that  thofe  who 
ireiled,  feared,  and  reverenced  by  the  miniftry,  were  by  the 
hared,  dcfpifcd,  and  ridiculed. 

nflaving  our  miniilry,  they  weakly  imagined  that  they  had 
red  our  nation ;  nor  perhaps,  Sir,  would  they  quickly  have 
red  their  inidake,  had  they  ufed  their  vidlory  with  greater 
tion,  condefcendcd  to  govern  their  new  province  with  left 

and   fent  us  laws  in  any   other  form   than  that  of   the 
tion. 

the  fecurity  which  fuccefs  excites,  produced  in  them  the  fame 
as  it  has  often  done  in  others,  and  deftroyed  in  fomc  degree  the 
igcs  of  the  conqueft  by  which  it  was  infpired.  The  laft  proof 
•contempt  of  our  Sovereign  and  our  nation,  was  too  flagrant 
alllated,  and  too  publick  not  to  be  rcfented.  The  cries  of  the 
were  redoubled,  the  folicitations  of  the  merchants  renewed, 
irdity  of  our  paft  conduft  expofed,  the  mcannefs  of  our  for- 
:e  reproached,  and  the  ncccffity  of  more  vigorous  meafurcs 
Ij  proved. 

friends  of  Spain  difcovercd.  Sir,  at  lengtli,  that  war  was 
rily  to  be  proclaimed,  and  that  it  would  be  no  longer  their  in- 
o  a£l  in  open  oppofition  to  juflice  and  rcafon,  to  the  policy  of 
»,  and  remonllrances  of  the  whole  nation. 
miniftcr,  therefore,  after  long  dehys,  after  having  run  round  the 
)f  all  his  artifices,  and  endeavouring  to  intimidate  the  nation 
:  reprefcntations  of  the  power  of  out  enemies,  and  the  dangcf 
invafion  from  them,  at  length  fuffcred  war  to  be  proclaimed^ 

not  till  he  had  taken  all  precautions  that  mi^l.t  difappoint  us 
efs. 

knew  that  the  flate  of  the  Spanlfh  dominions  expofed  them  in 
cular  manner  to  fudden  incurnons  by  final]  parties,  and  that  in 
wars  againft  them,  ojr  chief  advantage  had  been  gained  by  the 
6  and  fubtility  of  private  adventurers,  who  by  hovering  over 
»fis  in  finall  veilels,  without  raifuig  the  alarms  wVAcVi  iYv&  (v^t 


ci 
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of  a  rojal  navy  neceflkrily  produces,  had  diianreredoppoctniiU 
landing  tmexpeOedly,  and  entering  their  towm  by  furprife^  of  ph 
ing  their  wealthy  (hips, or  enriching  thcmfelvesby  ranibmt  and  cc 
fitions;  he  knew  that  inconfiderable  bodies  of  men,  incited  byprivi 
▼antage,  feleAed  with  care  for  perticular  expeditions,  inftnided 
cret  intelligence,  and  concealed  by  the  fmallneft  of  their  nomha 
found  means  to  march  up  into  the  country  through  ways  i 
would  never  have  been  attempted  by  regular  forces,  and  have  be 
upon  the  Spaniards  more  terror  and  diftrefs  than  could  havi 
produced  by  a  powerful  army,  however  carefully  dilciplux 
however  flcilfully  commanded. 

It  was  therefore,  Sir,  his  firft  care  to  fecure  his  darling  Spa 
fixmi  the  pernicious  defigns  of  private  adventurers  ;  he  knew  n 
feme  of  Elizabeth's  heroes  might  unfortunately  revive,  and  \ 
with  an  uncxpcAed  invafion  the  remotcft  corners  of  the  S) 
colonies,  or  appear  before  their  ports  with  his  nimble  floops«  ac 
defiance  to  their  navies  and  their  garrifons.     When  therefore 
was  introduced  into  this  Houfe,  by  which  encouragement  was 
to  the  fufajeds  of  this  kingdom  lo  fit  out  privateers,  and  by  ' 
chofe  who  fliould  conquer  any  of  the  colonies  of  the  Spaniards 
confirmed  in  the  poOeffion  of  them  for  ever,  it  cannot  be  foq 
with  what  zeal  he  oppofed,  and  with  what  fieadincfs  he  rejefl 
though  it  is  not  poffible  to  affign  any  diiadvantage  which  could 
been  produced  by  pafling  it,  and  the  utmod  that  could  be 
agalnft  it  was,  that  it  was  unncccflary  and  ulclcfi. 

Ifaving  thus  difcouraged  that  method  of  war  which  ¥ru  mod 
dreaded  by  our  enemies,  and  left  them  little  to  fear  but  firom  na 
forces  and  public  preparations,  his  next  care  was  to  fecure  then 
any  deftruclive  blow,  by  giving  them  time  to  equip  their  fleets, 
kA  their  forces,  repair  their  fortifications,  carrifon  their  towns 
regulate  their  trade  ;  for  this  purpofe  he  delayed,  as  long  as  i 
poliible,  the  difpatch  of  our  navies,  embarraficd  our  levies  of 
by  the  violence  of  imprtl&s,  violence  which  proper  encouragi 
and  regulations  might  have  made  uiinecclury,  and  fufFcred  tbi 
v;&tecrs  of  the  enemy  to  plunder  our  merchants  without  cor 
•rider  pretence  that  (hips  of  %rar  could  not  be  (biioiKd,  nor  cc 
provided  for  their  protection* 

At  length  feveral  fleets  were  fitted  tMit,  V'ernon  ui^  fcnt  to 
ska,  sad  Haddock  into  the  Mcdiierrancani  with  what  cunfeip 

a 
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«fl  known,  nor  Qiould  I  mention  them  at  this  dme,  had  I  not 
wakened  to  the  remembrance  of  them  by  a  propoial  of  thanks 

condud  of  the  vrzr. 

i  behaviour  of  the  two  Admirals  was  very  difFcrcnt ;  though  it 
<  yet  appeared  but  that  their  orders  were  the  £une.  Vernon 
01  Ihips  deftroyed  thofi:  fortifxationS|  before  which  Hofier 
\j  periflied,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  our  miniftry. 
his  lucceU  was  received  by  the  mir.ifter  and  his  adherents,  how 
iiey  ¥rere  oScnJed  at  the  exultations  of  the  populace,  how  evl- 
they  appeared  to  condder  it  as  a  breach  of  their  fcheme,  and  a 
on  from  their  dirc£lions,  the  whole  nation  can  relate. 
'is  it  to  be  forgotten.  Sir,  how  invidioudy  th;:  minifter  himfelf 
oured  to  extenuate  the  Loiiour  of  that  action,  by  attempting  to 
c  in  the  Addrefs  which  was  on  that  occafion  prefented  to  his 
J,  a  fuppreiSon  of  the  numbL*r  of  the  (hips  with  which  he  per- 
lie 

he  TRczn  time,  Sir,  the  nation  expected  accounts  of  the  Tame 
om  the  Mediterranean,  where  Haddock  was  ftationcd  with  a 
Dnfiderablc  force ;  but  inflead  of  relations  of  ports  bombarded, 
wns  plundered,  of  navies  dc(lro}*cd,  and  villages  laid  in  alhes, 
re  daily  inforn;ed  of  the  lofTcs  of  our  merchants,  whofe  ihips 
iken  almoft  within  iight  of  our  fquadrons. 

had  indeed  once  the  f^tisfavflion  of  hearing  that  the  fleet  of 
confined  in  the  port  of  Cadiz,  unprovided  with  provifions, 
raihly  reported  that  means  would  either  be  found  of  de- 
ig  them  in  the  harbour,  or  that  they  would  be  Ihut  up  in  that 
tful  part  of  the  country,  till  they  (hould  be  obliged  to  dilbaiiJ 


therefore.  Sir,    bore  with  patience  the  daily  havock  of  our 
in  expectation  of  the  entire  deftruftion  of  the  royal  navy  of 

which  would  reduce  them  to  defpair  of  reLftance,  and  compel 
:o  implore  peace.  But  while  we  were  fl-::cring  ourfcivcs  with 
licafing  dreams,  we  were  wakened  on  a  fudden  with  an  aftonifli- 
coiint  thu  the  Spaniards  had  left  Cadiz,  and  without  any  in« 
tion  from  the  Briton<>,  were  taking  in  p:ovif:ons  at  Fcrrol. 
is  diiappointment  of  our  expeftaticns  did  indeed  dlfcourage  us, 
C  deprive  us  of  hope  ;  v.c  knew  that  the  moft  politic  are  I'ome- 
deceived,  and  that  the  moft  vig.iant  rr.uV  lorr.e:::n.^s  riLix  their 
loo;  xft  did  net  expect  in  out  ccm.T.i]:dcii  iav  exca  Y^  v:i\  uonv 
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httmin  errors,  iind  requ-red  only  that  they  fliould  enJnwnv  to 
thrir  foilures,  tnd  corrrc^  their  miftakes  ;  and  therefore  viiicd 
out  clamour,  in  expectation  that  what  was  omitted  at  Cadis 
be  pcrfomicd  atFerrol. 

But  no  fooner.  Sir,  had  the  Spaniards  ftoret!  their  Beet,  thi 
were  furprifed  with  a  rcrolution  of  affairs  \ti  more  wondcrfWI. 
dock,  inftcad  of  remaining  before  Fcrrol,  was  drawn  off  by 
chimerical  alarm  to  protcft  Minorca,  and  the  Spaniards  in  the 
trine  failed  away  to  America,  in  com  unci  ion  with  the  I 
j<j*.fsdron  thr.t  had  been  tor  fomc  time  rc^dy  for  the  voyage. 

It  wc  conHder  thr  abfurdity  ot  this  conduct,   it  cannot  I 
ima^nei  that  our  minirter  mull  fend  Haddock  fa!fc  intcEigen 
treacherous  dirccl'.nr.*:,  on  purpotc  that  the  Spanifli  fleet  might 
%vithout    inlcrrupiion.     For    how    cnn   it    be  conceived   th 
Spaniards  cou!d  have  forn:ed  any  rcnl  dcftgn  of  befieging  pen 
hon?     Was  it  prcbjblc  that  ihcy  would  ha\c  fcnt  ^n  army 
fencclcfs  trarfports  into  the  jaws  of t!ie  Britifli  fleet  ?  and  it  ws 
k:iown  thct  they  had  no  (hips  of  war  to  protect  them.     I:  w; 
\cxy  agrrrahle  to  commrn  policy  to  land  zr.  ^rmy  upon  an  ii'u 
ifland  wholly  drftitute  of  provifior.s  for  tlstir  fupj^'-rr,  whi'r  :n 
PAvy  was  in  pofleflion  cf  the  fra,  by  which  the  t'ortrcN  wh:ct 
troops  were  ddlincd  to  bcfiepe  mi^hi  be  djily  fu|-plicd  with 
Jarics,  and  the  carriion  au;;mentcd  w;th  new  force*,  while  the: 
would  be  iucll  bdie^ied  in  a  barren  iilanJ,  without  provifion-, 
out  recruits,  without  hope  of  fuccour  or  poiTihiiity  <»r"  ibccc*"*. 

But  tJch  wa*  the  foiicitude  of  our  Admiral  fVr  !?;.•  prerer'.  2: 
Minorc.:,  that  he  abandoned  his  llaiion,  and  fufiVred  the  Sn: 
to  :oin  their  confederates  ol  France,  -::J  prole I'uic  :h;ii  vov. 
America  without  hindrance  or  purluit.' 

in  Arierica  they  rcnvilrKd  fjf  fome  time  m::flcpi  of  the  iV 
confined  Vcrn:Mi  to  thr  ;"  rts  ;  but  w.m:  of  proviiions  obli'ii 
Frenvh  to  riturn,  no  inx^^don  of  our  lolonies  was  attempre 
nrv  ot  ihcfc  d.'fJruc'ti^e  meafurrs  purfiied  which  \\^  had  re 
trar,  ar:J  rf  wh:rh  our  ninifttr,  no:w;:hfta:A:.:-.^  his  woi 
f.k7.Kttv,  coul.i  !:ot  ha\c  i"i':ctolJ  that  ihcv  would  have  been  di 
bran  un.-xpe^tcJ  tcarcitv  ..:* vi;luals. 

The  Span.-id%  however,  p.»lncd  by  this  expedient  time  to 

their  forrf;ca:lon«,  ft rer.gthen  their  garriionf,  and  dif^iofe  their 

w  eht  mf».7  .idr^rm^eoM  manner  ;  and  \ht:^?ow^  \iiou^h  thq 

S 
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Bt  enabled  to  attack  our  dominions,  had  at  Icaft  an  opportunity  of 
Cnriiig  their  own. 

At  length,  Sir,  left  it  fhould  be  indifputably  evident  that  our  mi- 
Her  was  in^onrederacywith  the  Spaniards,  it  was  determined,  that 
Kir  American  territories  fhould  be  invaded  ^  but  care  v^as  taken  to 
appoint  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  by  employing  new  raifed 
Ibps,  2nd  officers  without  experience,  and  to  make  it  burthenfome 
I  the  nation  by  a  double  number  of  officers,  of  which  no  ufe  could 
:  difcovercd,  but  that  of  increafing  the  influence,  and  multiplying 
It  dependants  of  the  miniftry. 

&  was  not  thought  fuflicicnt,  Sir,  to  favour  the  dcfigns  of  the 
lantards  by  the  delay  which  the  levy  of  new  troops  neceflfarily  pro- 
Kcd,  and  to  encourage  them  by  the  probability  of  an  cafy  rcfiflance 
junft  raw  forces  ;  nor  was  the  nntionf  in  the  opinion  of  the  niinifi- 
r,  punilhcd  for  its  rebellion  againft  him  with  adequate  feverity,  by 
Sttg  condemned  to  fupport  a  double  number  of  troops.  Some  other 
(diods  were  to  be  ufed  for  cmbarralling  our  preparations  and  pro- 
kfiing  the  war. 

The  troops,  therefore.  Sir,  being  by  the  accident  of  a  hard  winter 
oie  fpeedily  raifed  than  it  was  rcafonable  to  expe£^,  were  detained  in 
h  tfland  for  feveral  months,  upon  trivial  pretences  -,  and  were  at 
■{di  fuSered  to  embark  at  a  time  when  it  was  well  known  that  they 
lidd  have  much  more  formidable  enemies  than  the  Spaniards  to  en- 
Mmter  ;  when  the  unhealthy  feafon  of  the  American  climate  muft 
Beeflarily  dcftroy  them  by  thoufands  j  when  the  air  itfclf  was  poifon, 
litobe  wounded  certainly  death. 

'Thcfc  were  the  hardfliips  to  which  part  of  our  fellow- fubj efts  have 
htn  expofed  by  the  tyranny  of  the  minifter ;  hardfhips  which  caution 
Md  not  obviate,  nor  bravery  furmount ;  they  were  font  to  combat 
Ah  nature,  to  encounter  with  the  blafts  of  difcafe,  and  to  make  war 
funft  the  elements.  They  were  fent  to  feed  the  vultures  of  Ame- 
\oi^  aiul  to  gratify  the  Spaniards  with  an  eafy  conqueft. 
ladiepaflrage  the^Genbral  died,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  a 
■avho  had  never  fecnan  enemy,  and  was  therefore  only  a  fpccula- 
m,  warrior ;  an  accident,  which  as  it  was  not  unlikely  to  happen, 
kOnU  have  been  provided  againft  by  any  miniflcr  who  wifhcd  for 
ifioA.  The  melancholy  event  of  this  expedition  I  r.ccd  not  men- 
Hfl^-il  <^  fuch  as  might  be  reafotiMy  expeftcd  •,  w\\ci\  oui  Itoo^s 
mcXmtoutmtboucdj'fciplincj  without  commanders,  \r**.o  acoutvu^j 
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where  even  the  dews  are  fatal  againft  enemies  informed  of  dicir 
proach,  fecured  by  fortification§,  inured  to  the  climate,  wcD  pnwi 

and  ikilfully  commanded. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  what  depicdat 
were  made  upon  our  traclnj  vcflrls,  with  what  infolence  (hips  of ' 
little  force  approached  our  coafls,  and  feized  our  merchanu 
fi^ht  of  our  fortifications ;  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  con 
Af  fome  of  thofc  who  owed  their  revenues  and  power  to  the  miiii 
gave  yet  ftronger  proofs  of  a  combination. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  with  what  cfFrontcry  the  lodes  of  our  i 
chants  were  ridiculed,  with  what  contemptuous  triumph  of  revi 
they  were  charged  with  the  guilt  of  this  fatal  war,  and  how  puUi 
they  were  condemned  to  fuflTcr  for  their  folly. 

For  this*  rcafon.  Sir,  they  were  either  denied  the  fecurity  of  < 
voys,  or  forfaken  in  the  mod  dangerous  parts  of  the  fea,  by  tho 
whofc  protection  they  were,  in  appearance,  committed.  For 
rcafon,  they  were  either  hindered  from  engaging  in  their  voyag 
thelof^  uf  thofc  men  who  were  detained  unactivc  inthefhips  of 
or  deprived  of  their  crews  u^yoix  the  high  leas,  or  fufilred  to  pre 
only  to  become  a  prey  to  the  Spaniards. 

But  it  was  not,  Sir,  a  lufKcicnt  gratifica:!on  of  our  implai 
minidcr,  that  the  merchaiit^  were  dill  re  lied  for  aLrmin;:  the  nat 
it  was  thought  likewifc  ncccilary  to  punifh  the  people  for  bc!ic 
too  eafily  the  reports  of  the  merchants,  and  to  warn  them  for 
a^ain  daiing  to  imagine  thcmfclvcs  able  to  dilccrn  thc*r  cwn  tntt 
cr  to  prefcribe  other  meafurcs  to  the  minillerN,  thjn  xK-y  (hou 
thenifclves  inclined  to  purfue ;  our  min.lUr  was  rciilvcd  to 
them,  by  a  mafter-ftroke,  that  it  wasinhN  power  t^uiiVppoiiit 
d^'firc*  by  fecming  to  comply,  tr.d  to  di-ilroy  their  commerc 
their  hapi)incfs,  by  the  very  means  by  wh.cl;  they  hoped  to  f 
thciTt. 

For  this  purpole,  Sh',  did  this  {^rcac  nun  fummon  all  bis 
t  ck^  together,  and  cdi  to  counc  I  all  his  confidents  and  til  hi 
pcniiiHts,  and  it  was  at  length,  after  mature  deliberation,  dcten 
bv  tlieir  united  wifdom,  to  put  more  fhij^s  into  com miflioii,  to  a 
\ate  the  terrors  of  the  imprcis  by  r.cw  vn:!encc  a:id  it- verity,  to 
the  failors  by  the  promiic  of  Lri^c  rewards  froai  the  fcrvicc  c 
merchant*.,  to  colioll  i  oi^hty  fie^^c,  and  to  ditpatch  it  OA  a 
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A  fecrct  expedition.  Sir,  is  a  new  term  of  minifterial  art,  a  term 
Vhich  may  have  been  perliaps  formerly  made  ufe  of  by  foldiers,  (or  a 
ItCja  to  be  executed  without  giving  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
ITOfiding  for  their  defence  ;  but  is  now  ufccl  for  a  defign  with  whicb 
[^  enemy  is  better  acquainted  than  thofe  to  whom  the  execution  of  it 
|k committed.  A  fecret  expedition  is  now  an  expedition  of  which 
pery  one  knows  the  defign,  but  thofe  at  %vhofe  expence  it  is  underw 

fen.    It  is  a  kind  of  naval  review,  which  excels  thofe  of  the  Park 
maznthcence  and  expence,   but  is  equally  ufdefs,  and  equally 
{hEcuIous. 

i  Upon  thefe  fecret  expeditions,  however,  were  fixed  for  a  long 
(he  the  expectations  of  the  people ;  they  faw  all  the  appearances  of 
|R|iaration  for  real  war ;  they  were  informed,  that  the  workmen  in 
k docks  were  retained  by  uncommon  wages  to  do  double  duty ;  they 
hr  the  moft  fpecious  encouragements  offered  to  the  failors ;  they 
IV  naval  ftorcs  accumulated  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  heard  of  no- 
iag  but  the  proof  of  new  cannon,  and  new  contracts  for  provifion; 
id  how  much  reafon  foever  they  had  to  quedion  the  fmcerity  of  the 
(cat  maul  who  had  fo  long  engrofl'ed  the  management  of  all  affairs, 
cj  did  not  imagine  that  he  was  yet  fo  abandoned  to  levy  forces 
dy  to  cxhauft  their  money,  and  equip  fleets  oiily  to  expofe  them  to 
fictile. 

When  therefore.  Sir,  after  the  ufual  dela)'s,  the  papers  had  in- 
OMd  the  people  that  the  great  fleet  was  failed,  they  no  longer 
Mbded  that  the  Spaniards  were  to  be  reduced  to  our  own  terms  1 
lef  expected  to  be  told  in  a  few  days,  of  the  dcftruiStion  of  fleets, 
le  demolition  of  caftles,  and  the  plunder  of  cities ;  and  every  one 
■tied  the  fortune  of  thofe  who,  by  being  admitted  into  their  formi* 
ihk  iect,  were  entitled  to  the  treafures  of  fuch  wealthy  enemies. 

When  they  had  for  fome  time  indulged  thcfe  expe<^tions,  an  ac- 
Bot  was  brought,  that  the  fleet  was  returned  without  the  leaft 
ckion,  or  the  leaft  attempt,  and  that  new  provifions  were  to  be  takea 
Ip  that  they  might  fet  out  upon  another  fecret  expedit'ton. 

BaCy  Sir,  this  wonder-working  term  had  now  loft  its  efficacy, 
■d  ic  was  difcovered,  that  fecret  expedit'iGm^  like  all  other  fecret 
fmas^  were  only  expedieuu  to  drain  the  money  of  the  people,  and 
I  conceal  the  ignorance  or  villainy  of  the  miniftcr. 

Such  baf  been  the  conduct  for  which  we  are  defu-ed  to  retura 
in  ao  humble  and  dutiful  i4d(Jre&,  fuch  arc  the  U2^v£2L&i\^tv\ 
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which  wc  are  to  recommend  to  the  approbation  of  our  cocitit 
and  I'uch  the  triumphs  upon  which  we  mult  citngrAiuau 
fovereign. 

For  my  part.  Sir,  I  cannot  but  thi;ik  i\\M  filcn^c  is  a  ccnt'm 
gentle  of  that  wickcdnci.*  whicii  no  lan^'uagL*  cjii  rM.i^ciate 
for  which,  as  it  has  pcrhiips  no  cxaiiiplc,  hu'iu^ii  k:u  :  ba\c  m 
provided  a  name.  MuruLr,  paiii^iiic,  aiiJ  (i».ak»:i,  aic  r.^M 
pcllations  when  rt:fcrred  to  tiui  cu!'.u;i:t  by  v^hic'i  a  K.ic^  < 
trayedt  and  a  nation  ruuud,  iind<:r  prLicncc:  ui  proniikiiti^  ti 
tcrcil,  by  a  man  tnilKd  with  the  adni:i:!j*r.ir:nn  ul  p..':"..c  ^34 

Let  us  ilierefore.  Sir,  ii*  it  be  thiujhc  not  pro|Kr  to  L/  Kta 
Illaieily  the  (cntimencs  of  his  |)coplc  in  their  f  jII  crxtciit,  «:  ici 
endeavour  to  conceal  ihem  from  him  ;  let  us  at  Icaii  .uii rcis  I 
fudi  a  manner  as  may  give  him  fome  occahon  lu  c:u]uifc  m 
Lte  tranfaulions,  uhich  have  for  many  ycaxs  been  luth,  th.i  < 
qui:e  i:ito  them  is  to  condemn  them. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  rule  a^ain,  and  ifukc  to  liiis  ettie 
Sir,  I'iiough  I  am  fur  from  being  eicher  cunf^unded  or  intun 
by  thih  atrocious  charge  ;  though  I  am  coniidcnt,  that  all  the 
fares  which  have  been  fo  clamoioufiy  ccni'urei*,  will  admit  ot 
cafy  vindication.,  and  that  whenever  thd  arc  ex'Matiicd  thrv  « 
afpio\cd  ;  jTt  as  an  ace uu*. ion  fo  coniflic^rLJ  c^nr.o:  be  co 
without  a  ion^  recapitul.tion  or'  pall  c\tn:s,  und  a  dcdui.1 
many  particular  circumilanccM,  fomt  oi';vh:ch  may  require  c\u 
and  fome  a  very  minute  and  prolix  explication,  I  caiuiot  tiiir 
a  proper  day  for  cngagmg  in  the  coatro\crA,  bccaui'e  k  is  my  u 
ihat  it  may  be  accurately  diicuilcd. 

At  prefent,  Sir^  I  fhall  content  myfclf  wuh  bare  aiiertioni 
thofc  of  him  by  whom  1  am  accufcd,  and  hope  uicy  will  not  be 
with  Icfs  attention,  cr  received  with  Id's  belici'.     For  lurcly 
never  denied  to  aj'.y  man  to  dci'cnd  htmfcif  wuh  the  tame  wi 
with  whtch  be  is  attacluid. 

I  (hall  therefore*  Sir,  nuke  no  fcruple  to  affert,  that  the  tr 
of  the  puUic  hat  been  employed  with  the  utmoft  fragality  to  ps 
the  purpolicft  for  whivh  it  was  gi anted;  that  our  tofcign  a&ir! 
been  tranu^tcd  with  tiic  utmoft  tadelity,  in  purfuanoe  of  lonj 
fulutioiu  \  and  (hall  venture  to  add,  that  4Mir  iucce&  has  noi 
as  wglii  to  produce  any  (ufpicion  of  wgligeace  cr  treacbc 
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That  our  d'^fign  againft  Carthagcna  was  defeated,  cannot  be 
nicd;  but  what  war  has  been  one  continued  fcries  of  fuccefs?  In 
e  late  war  with  France,  of  which  the  condud  has  been  fo  lavifhly 
iebrated,  did  nodefigns  mifcarry  ?  If  we  conquered  at  Ramillics, 
ere  we  not  in  our  turn  beaten  at  Almanza  ?  If  we  deftroyed^  the 
mch  fbips,  was  it  not  always  with  fome  lofs  of  our  own  ?  And 
ce  the  luffcrxngs  of  our  merchants  have  been  mentioned  with  fo ' 
■ch  acrimony,  do  not  the  lifts  of  the  (hips  taken  in  that  war,  prove 
It  the  depredations  of  privateers  cannot  be  entirely  prevented  ?  ^ 
Tlic  difappointment.  Sir,  of  the  public  expectation  by  the  return 

die  fleets,  has  been  charged  upon  the  adminiftration,  as  a  crime 
»  enormous  to  be  mentioned  without  horror  and  dcteftation.  That 
eftiiniihy  have  not  the  elements  in  their  power,  that  they  do  not 
efirribe  the  courfe  of  the  wind,  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  their  negii- 
!Bce  znd  weaknefs  :  v/ith  as  much  juftice  is  it  charged  upon  them, 
m,  the  expectations  of  the  populace,  which  they  did  not  raife,  and 
»  which  perhaps  the  conqueft  of  a  kingdom  had  not  been  equal, 
iled  of  belnx  eraiiScd. 

I  am  very  far  from  hoping  or  dcfiring  that  the  Hotife  ihould  be 
mfiei  with  a  defence  like  this  ;  I  know,  by  obfcrving  the  pradlicc 
F  die  opponents  of  the  miniftry,  what  fallr.cy  may  be  concealed  in 
(taervl  afiertions,  and  am  fo  far  from  wiftiing  to  evade  a  more  exa^l 
iq|urv,  that  if  the  Gentleman  who  has  thus  publicly  and  confidently 
Kvfed  the  miniftry,  will  name  a  day  for  examining  the  ftate  of  the 
irion,  I  will  fecond  his  motion. 

(The  Addrefs  was  at  length  agreed  to,  without  a  divifion.] 

Mr.  PuLTENEY  then  moved,  That  the  ftate  of  the  nation  fhould 
It  confsfcered  fix  weeks  hence; 'Sir  Robert  Walpole  (econded  the 
■oiion,  and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed.  That  this  Houfe  will,  on 
k^ift  of  next  month,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Ibirfe,  to  confidcr  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  >lut  when  that  iiy 
aune.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  been  able  todetieat  a  motion  whic^h 
Mt  to  refer  fome  papers  to  a  fe<;ret  committee,  the  confideration  bf 
keflite  of  the  nation  was  put  ofF  for  a  fortnight ;  but  on  the  eve 
f  dat  day,  both  Houfos  adjourned  for  fourteen  days,  during  which 
Br  Robert  Walpole  refigned  his  employments  of  Firft  Lord  of  the 
rnfury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Treafurer  of  his  Majcfty's  Ex- 
Albfwr ;  md  liral  Crttted  a  Peer,  by  the  title  of  Lord  W^l^ok^  ^w& 
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Or  a  Mstisn  fir  enquiring  int»  the  ConthiSf  •f  Affain  eft  bm 

abroad^  during  the  hji  twenty  Tears^ 

Lord  Limerick  rofe,  and  fpoke  in  the  following  manner 
As  I  am  about  to  oiler  to  (he  Houfe  a  motion  of  the  htgheft 
tance  to  the  honour  and  happincfs  of  our  countr}-,  to  the  prefe 
of  our  privileges,  and  the  concinuance  of  our  conftitutton, 
no  doubt  of  a  candid  attention  from  thi^  Artrnihly,  and  hope  I 
a  determination  as  (hall  be  the  refult  not  of  external  infloeoc 
of  real  convi<Elion. 

I  cannot  but  congratulate  mrfcif  and  nil  lovers  of  their  o 
char  we  arc  arrived  at  a  time,  in  which  fuch  hopes  maybe  rat 
indulged,  that  we  ihall  foon  lee  the  triumph  of  liberty,  and  ih 
vation  of  fenatortal  freedom.  It  \^  not  without  the  hf^hetl  i 
tion,  that  I  find  my  life  protra£>cd  to  that  happy  ca\\  in  whi 
joke  of  dependence  has  been  Ouken  oft',  and  th;  ihacklcs  of  opf 
have  been  broken  ;  in  which  tiuth  and  jul^icc  have  once  mor 
up  their  heids,  and  obatned  that  regard,  which  had  lu  Ion 
paid  to  fpiendid  wickcdnefs  and  fucccfsful  rapine. 

The  time  is  now  paft,  in  which  it  was  meritorious  to  ban 
heart  ajtainft  pity,  and  the  forehead  againil  fliame  ;  to  pl-.m 
people  by  necdids  taxe«,  and  infult  them  by  ditplayin;;  thcii 
before  their  ryes*  in  luxurious  riot,  and  bounJIef^  msemn 
when  the  certain  method  of  obtaining  what  the  greatcft  par 
ef  good  men*  cannot  but  fomrtimes  Wi(h  to  acquire,  interctl, 
tnce,  a»d  honour,  was  an  implicit  rrhgnation  to  authority,  a 
tion  of  all  principles,  drAanrc  of  all  ccnfure,  and  an  open  decl 
•gaioft  any  other  mouvcs  01  acbun,  than  the  fole  pleafure  oi  « 
.  crary  uunilW.  •  . 

It  IS  iiov»  Sift. no  longer  confidcrafl  as  an.     laooe  of  dCu 
Uf  ihc  govertimcnt^  to  reprcictu  the  ip'ir:i\\:s  \vA  declare  tbo  o 
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the  people  ;  to  propofe  their  intereft  as  the  great  bans  of  govern* 
t,  the  general  end  of  ibclety,  and  the  parent  of  law.  It  is  now 
!oci2cr  criminal  to  affirm,  that  they  have  a  right  to  oooiplain  when 
TT'e  in  iheir  own  opinion  injured,  and  to  be  heard  when  thej 
claln.  It  mav  now  be  with  fafetv  alterted,  that  thofc  who  Iwell 
iQ  the  pride  of  office,  and  glitter  v/i:h  ;bc  magnincencc  of  a  court, 
vcr  Lhej  may  difplay  their  affluence,  or  boail  their  tides,  with 
itever  contempt  they  may  have  learned  of  late  to  look  u[>on  .their 
-fubjec^s,  who  have  no  poiTeflions  but  what  they  have  obtained 
their  indufiry,  nor  any  Honours  but  what  are  voiuntarily  paid  to 
if  undcrftanding  and  their  virtue ;  with  whatever  authority  they 
^aj  dictate  to  their  dependents,  or  whatever  reverence  they  may 
from  a  long  fubordination  of  hirelings,  are,  amid  ft  all  their 
and  uxfluence,  only  the  fervants  of  the  people,  entruftcd  by 
irith  tiie  adminiftration  of  their  aitairs,  und  accountable  to  them 
lb  the  abule  of  trufi. 

^  That  TTuili  of  the  higheiV  importance  have  been  long  abufed,  that 
he  tenants  or  the  people,  having  long  thought  themfelves  out  of  the 
of  juftice,  and  above  examination,  have  very  illdifcharged  the 
ia  which  they  have  been  engaged,  tiiat  the  public  advantage 
been  wholly  dil'rcgarded,  that  treaties  have  been  concluded  with- 
iitt  any  regard  to  the  intereft  of  Britain,  and  that  our  foreign  and 
iMieftic  affairs  have  been  managed  with  equal  ignorance,  negligence, 
ir  wickednefs ;  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  calamities  of 
is  country,  will  fufficicntly  inform  us. 

If  we  furvey  the  condition  of  foreign  nation*:,  we  (hail  find,  that 
power  and  dominions  of  the  familv  of  iiourbon,  a  family  which 
ne^'er  had  any  other  dcligns  than  the  cx::!p3:ion  of  true  religion, 
the  univerial  llavery  of  mankinJ,  ha.c  been  daily  increafcd. 
We  fhall  find  that  they  haire  increased  by  riic  dcclcnfion  of  uhc 
pou&  of  Auftria,    which  treaties   anu  our   iiKcreft  engage  us  to 

But  had  their  acquliltions  been  made  cnly  by  the  force  of  arms, 
kad  they  grown  ilrongcr  only  by  viclorie?,  and  more  wealtliy  only  by 
T,  our  minillcrs  might  with  fomc  appearance  of  reafon  have 
their  fucccl's  to  accident,  and  intormcd  us,  that  we  gained 
the  mean  time  a  lufficicnt  countcrbaUriCc  to  thofe  advantages,  by 
voinicrrupted  commerce,  and   by   the  felicity  of  peace  -,   pc^.ce 
c'*c:}'  aazhn  iias  bccu  fomi^  to  produce  aLE&ucncc^  uu^  o\ 
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which  the  wifeft  men  have  thought,  that  it  could  fearcdj 
dearly  purchafed. 

But  peace  has  in  this  nation,  by  the  wonJcrfiil  artificea 
minifters,  boon  the  parent  of  poverty  and  milery ;  «c  have  I 
far  from  finding  our  commerce  extended  by  it,  thac  we  have  c 
it  only  by  a  contemptible  patience  of  the  moft  open  deprcd 
by  a  long  connivance  at  piracy,  and  by  a  continued  fiibmifl 
infidts,  which  no  other  nation  would  hare  borne. 

We  have  been  fo  far  from  feeing  any  part  ol'  our  taxes  m 
that  we  have  been  loaded  with  more  rigorous  exafiiom  to  fopp 
cxpcnces  of  peace,  than  were  found  neceflory  to  defray  the  c 
of  a  war  againft  thoTe,  whofe  opulence  and  power  had  incited  d 
afpire  to  the  dominion  of  the  world* 

How  chefe  taxes  have  been  empio)*ed,  and  why  our  trade  ha 
negleded,  why  our  allies  have  been  betra^-ed,  and  why  the  a 
enemies  of  our  country  have  been  fuftered  to  grow  powertui 
connivances,  it  is  now  time  to  examine ;  and  therefore  I 
That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enouire  into  the  condudo; 
at  hoaic  and  abroad  during  the  laft  twenty  years. 

Sir  JoHK  St.  AUBIK  then  fpoke  as  follows  :— Sir,  I  nfe 
ftcond  this  motion  ;  an«l,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  opened  it  in 
and  proper  a  manner,  and  as  I  Jo  not  doubt  but  th^t  ocher  Gen^ 
are  ready  to  fupport  it,  more  pracliled  in  f^iraking,  of  greater  a 
and  authorifv  than  rnvkiL  I  aci  ihe  lefs  anxious  about  the  mi 
may  receive  from  tiic  part  I  bear  in  ir.  I  think  die  propofiuc 
evident,  that  it  wants  no  enforcement ;  it  comes  to  you  frn 
voice  of  the  nation,  which,  think  Ctod,  has  at  laft  found  adm: 
within  thefe  walU. 

Innocence  is  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  that  it  cannot  bear  fuf| 
and  thtfrfnre  will  cicTirc  rnqriiy ;  hecaufc  it  will  always  be  j< 
by  it.  (iurif,  from  it^  own  confciournrf*,  wnil  utc  Inbtcrhiges,  a 
to  ronccalmcnt ;  ard  the  m^re  ri^htcou^  aod  authoritative  tl 
quiry,  the  more  it  will  [\c  avoided  |  bccadc  the  greater  will 
dread  of  punifliment. 

In  private  lifr,  1  am  contrr.ttd  with  men**  virtues  onU\  « 
feeking  for  opportunities  of  blame.  In  4  public  chinclrr, 
national  grievanres  cry  aloud  for  enquiry  and  juftice,  if  is  oi 
to  purfue  all  the  footfteps  of  guilt ;  and  the  loud,  the  pathetic 
of  my  confthuents,  is  more  forcibly  perftufive  than  any  ma 
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esdemefi.  This  appeal  is  not  the  clamour  of  bOioa^  2xi^ 
ed  to  difturb  the  operation  of  governnient,  violeoc  for  a 
id  (boo  to  be  appeaied»  It  is  die  complaint  of  .long  ai>d 
i&rings,  a  complaint  not  to  be  fiicnced ;  and  which  all  en* 
CO  Tupprefs  it,  woulil  only  make  more  importunate  and 
ts.  It  is  the  foicQin  apprai  of  the  whole  pcofde,  of  the  imiusd 
9Mr  conftiiuents,  in  this  time  of  national  calamity,  earnefUf 
g  you,  in  a  legal  parliamentary  way,  to  redrefs  their  grier.- 
»  revive  your  ancient  right  of  enquiry,  to  explore  the  moft 
ind  hidden  fources  of  iniquity,  to  deteA  the  bold  authors 
liilrefs,  that  they  may  be  made  examples  of  national  juftice. 
to  you  they  appeal,  the  true,  the  genuine  repre&ntarii^c  of 
e.  Not  like  former  parliaments,  an  inftrument  of  ftate,  the 
of  a  minifter,  piirchafed  by  the  miiiionaries  pf  corruption^ 
e  been  difperied  through  the  kingdom,  and  furniffaed  with 
ic  money  to  invade  all  natural  intereft,  by  poifoning  the 
-  the  people.  Upon  this  rotteji  foundation  ha$  been  eredcd 
ng  fabric  of  corruption :  a  mod'  dangerous  confpiracy  has 
lied  on  againit  the  very  eflencc  of  our  conftitution,  a  fornii- 
Vem  of  minifterial  power  has  been  formed,  fallacioufly 
»  under  conftitutional  appearances,  the  name  of  legal  go* 

fyilem  we  have  (een  the  fevcral  offices  of  adminiftration^ 
efelving  diemlelves  under  the  diredion  and  controul  of  one 
bile  this  fcheme  was  purfued,  the  nation  has  been  inglorii 
lent  of  foreign  indignities;  our  trade  ha<$  been  moft  fhanie- 
teclcd,  or  bafely  betrayed  \  a  war  with  an  impotent  enemy, 
ply  provided  for,  uni'uccefsfuUy  carried  on ;  the  faith  of 
NToke ;  our  natural  allies  dcfcrted,  and  weakened  even  by 
er,  which  we  now  drcaid  for  want  of  their  affiiiance. 
lot  the  bare  removal  from  office  that  will  ihtisfy  the  nation, 

if  fuch  removal  is  dignified  with  the  higheft  marks  of  royal 
This  only  givc$  mankind  a  reaibnable  iear,  that  his  Ha- 
ndier condefcendcd  to  the  importunities,  than  adopted  the 
f  his  people.  It  is  indeed  a  moft  gracious  condefcenfion,  a 
rinftaQce  of  his  Majcfty's  juft  intentions  to  remove  any  of 
Mupon  naticnal  fufpicion;  but  it  will  give  hisMajefty  a  moft 
Me  OfMnion  of  his  people,  if  he  is  not  fatisfied  that  this  fuf- 
m  j«ft.    k  is  -the  unfortunate  iituation  of  arbitrary  Kings, 
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«  at  they  know  the  fcncimcnts  of  their  people  only  from  «hi% 

4  eir    clofet.    Our    monarchy    has    fccurer   eftahlifluncnti 

'overeign  is  always  fure  of  knowing  the  true  fenfe  of  his  peo| 

?:  life  he  may  Ice  it  through  the  proper,  the  conftitutional  m 

but  then  this  medium  mutt  be  pure,  it  muft  tranfmit  every  ol 

its  real  form  and  its  natural  colours.     This  is  all  that  is  oc 

tended  for.     You  are  called  to  the  cxercife  of  your  juft  right 

quiry,  that  his  Majcfty  may  fee  what  reafon  there  is  for  this 

inquietude* 

This  motion  is  of  a  general  nature,  whom  it  may  more  part 

ic^  I  (hall  not  determine.  But  there  is  a  great  perfon,  I 
the  head  of  the  adminiftration,  who  ftands  f^jremolt,  the  p 
objc£t  of  national  fulpicion.  He  fureiy  wiU  not  decline  th;s  c 
it  is  his  own  propofition,  he  has  frequently  in  the  name  of  tb 
adminiftration  thrown  down  his  gauntlet  here,  has  dcfrred  ) 
quiries>  and  has  rcftcd  his  fate  on  your  jufticc.  The  iiatioa 
the  challenge^  they  join  iflue  with  him,  they  zrc  now  defi 
bring  thi^  great  caufe  in  judgment  before  yuu* 

It  muft  be  imputed  to  the  long  intermifion  of  this  right  of  < 
that  the  people  have  now  this  ciufe  of  complaint  ^  had  the 
Aration  of  this  great  perfon  been  fubuiittcd  to  the  cmifti 
crmirouU,  had  his  conducl  under^oiK:  llrict  and  frequent  en 
he  had  parts  and  abilities  to  ha\e  done  great  honour  and  Cc 
-  lis  country.  But  the  will,  uncoatrouled,  for  ever  mufi  a 
roducc  krcurlty  and  wanionncfs  i  ikk  can  oioderAtiuii  and 
l^wcr  fubUft  long  together. 

In  %ain  do  we  admire  the  outlines  of  our  conftitution,  in  * 
we  boaft  of  thofe  will-  and  faluury  retlroints,  which  our  u 
at  the  expence  of  their  blood  and  trcaliirc,  have  wifely  impoi 
nioiijrchv  ittelf.  if  it  is  to  be  a  conftitution  in  theorv  onlvi 
cvafive  dochinc  is  to  be  admitted,  that  a  fellow-lubjcct  of  a 
perhaps  of  the  lowcft  rank  among  us,  ouy  be  delegated 
Crown  tu  excf  cite  the  adminiftration  of  government,  with  a 
uncontroulable  d<»minion  ovcrus  i  which  muft  be  the  cafc» 
flcrul  conduct  is  not  liable  to  parltamcnury  enquiries. 

It  1  did  nnt  think  this  motion  agreeable  to  the  rules  and| 
:-::^  of  the  Senate,  if  1  thought  it  was  meant  to  introduce  a 
14  Ju«c  which  was  not  iliictly  contonant  to  the  laws  and  cod 
vi  my  country,  1  do  moil  fokuudy  prouit  1  would  bu  ag 
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S  I  apprehend  it  to  arife  from  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  of 

tution,  :is  it  will  defend  the  innocent,  and  can  be  detriment^. 

KD  the  guilty,  I  do  mod  heartily  fecond  the  motion. 

le  Hon.  Hbnry  Pelham  oppofcd  the  motion  to  the  following/ 

I:— Sir,  If  it  was  not  daily  to  be  obferved,  how  much  the  minds 

le  wifcft  and  moft  moderate  men  are  elated  with  ^uccefs,  and 

often    thofe,  who  have  been  able  to  furmount  the  ftrongeft 

icies  with  unwearied  diligence,  and  to  preferve  their  fortitude 

fdxn  amidft  hourly  difappointments,  have  been  betrayed  by  flight 

iBUges  into  indecent  exultations,  unreafonr.ble  confidence,  ar  ^ 

iKiical  hopes  ;  had  I  not  long  remarked  the  infatuation  of  proT^ 

kfj  and  the  pride  of  triumph,  I  fhould  not  have  heard  the  motion 

kk  has  been  now  made  without  aftonifhment. 

I^has  been  long  the  bufinefs  or  the  amufement  of  the  Gentlemen, 

k^  having  for  fome  time  conferred  upon  thcmfelves  the  venerable 

b  of  patriors,  advocates  for  the  people,  and  defenders  of  the  con- 

■ion,  have  at  length  pcrfuaded  part  of  the  nation  to  dignify  them 

k  die  fame  appellation,  to  difplay  in  the  moil  pathetic  language, 

laggravate  with  the  moft  hyperbolical  exaggerations,  the  wanton- 

k  with  which  the  late  miniftry  cxercifcd  their  power,  the  exorbi- 

ice  of  their  demands,  and  the  violence  of  their  meafures.     They 

te  indulged  their  imaginations,  which  have  always  been  fufficicntly 

febl  in  fatire  and  inventive,  by  reprefenting  them  as  men  in  whom 

^li^ard  to  decency  or  reputation  was  extinguiihed,  men  who  x 

Ifp  fubmitted  to  wear  the  made  of  hypocrify,  or  thought  the  cfteer: 

Mankind  worth  their  care;  who  had  ceafed  to  profel's  any  regard 

Ae  welfare  of  their  country,  or  anydefire  of  advancing  the  public 

Ifinefe ;    and  who  no  longer  defired  any  other  cffeds  of  their 

bcr,  than  the  (ecurity  of  themfclves  and  the  conqucft  of  their 

fooents. 

fucfa.  Sir,  has  been  the  character  of  the  miniftry,  which,  by  the 

tasSant  endeavours  of  thefe  difmtereilcd  patriots,  has  been  carried 

fAe  reoioteft  corners  of  the  empire,  and  dilTcminatcd  through  ail 

e  degrees  of  the  people.     Every  man,  whom  they  could  cnhil 

HMig  their  pupils,  whom  they  could  perfuadc  lo  Ice  with  their  eyes, 

kr  than  his  own,  and   who  was  not  fo  ftubborn   as  to  require 

soft  of  dieir  affertions,  and  realbns  of  their  conduct ;  every  man 

lOy  having  no  fcntimcnis  of  his  own,  hoped  to  become  important 

rcchoins  ihofc  of  his  iuftruitors,  was  taught  to  think  and  to  lay, 
'  •  that 
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chat  the  court  was  filled  with  open  corruption-,  that  the  gn 
and  the  wifcft  inca  of  the  kinfiJoin  let  thcmfclvts  pubiidjp  to 
and  iicid  an  open  tra(Hc  for  votes  and  places  ^  that  whoever  en] 
in  tnc  parry  of  the  miniller,  declared  himfclf  ready  to  fuppot 
cauie  againll  truths  and  reafon,  and  conviction,  ;ind  was  no  h 
acdcr  the  roftraint  of  (hame  or  virtue. 

'I  hcte  aflcrtions  hardy  as  they  were,  they  endeavoured  tofd 
by  inl?jnct»  n(  nrira lures,  which  they  defcribed  as  having  no 
Crni'tfncv,  than  fj  adv^iiicc  the  court  to  ahfoluts  authoritv,-to  es 
chc  ration,  or  to  betray  it :  and  more  happily  would  ihcy  have  p 
gated  their  fyftem,  and  much  fooncr  would  they  have  obtaii 
l^cnrr.'.!  declaration  of  the  people  in  their  favour,  had  th?y  beet 
to  have  ;^:uliu^^d  a  motion  like  thi*. 

Should  the  influence  of  thefe  men  increafe,  (houlx!  thcv  crowf 
in  the  |H>lil-[Iion  of  their  i>ower,  by  any  new  nK'thou>  of  Jcludin 
p!roplc,  what  wonderful  expedients,  what  unhL*a:a-cif  mcL'io 
government  may  not  be  expefled  from  the:n  r  What  ccprcc*  oi 
lence  may  they  not  be  fuppofcd  to  puflifc,  \\\:o  hu\c  P.ufcrJ 
new  authority  by  a  motion  wiiich  was  never  prcicvlcd  llnce  th 
rxiftence  of  our  government,  or  offered  hy  thv  mcll  arbi:r::rv  ; 
Her  in  nil  the  confidence  of  an  eftaltlilhed  maioritv. 

It  may  perhaps  be  imagined  by  many  of  thofc  who  are  unaciyaa 
with  fcnatorial  affairs,  as  many  of  the  Members  of  this  Hiiufe 
W!!hr»t It  any  reproach  be  fuppofed  to  be,  that  I  have  mzic  i 
thttte  arts  aH:ainft  the  p-ac riots  which  they  have  fo  long  praitifcd  a: 
rhe  court ;  that  I  ha\e  exnv:geratcJ  the  enormity  of  the  met: 
unnilt  comparifons,  or  rhetorical  flights;  and  that  there  will  b< 
ther  lianjjer  nor  inconvenience  in  complying  with  it  to  any  but 
mrho  h:r.e  bctrnvcd  their  tiiili-i*.-  nc^lcclvJ  their  dutv. 

I  (!  'ubt  not,  luit  many  ui  ti.o:.:  with  wh^m  this  motion  ha« 
contorted, have  ispproved  it  v./iTout  f. eing  nil  its  conf;:iquence? 
have  been  hetraicd  into  that  ai^jroVation  bv  a  liiuJaMe  -/eal  f-r 
cotintrv,  and  an  honcll  inili-^na::nn  againil  corruption  and  frac 
bv  n  virtucus  dcfirc  of  dctr^linj;  witkr'Ineff,  and  of  uc:::ni| 
co'Wr.tiitinn  from  any  fut'jre  dangers  or  attacks. 

For  :he  fake  therefore  of  thtfc  GcMtlemen,  whom  I  c:nno 
fiippfifc  w;Ilmg  to  fo!Iow  the  diilates  of  their  o.vn  confviesccs 
CO  itct  upon  juft  motives,  I  ihr.!l  endeavour  to  lay  ofKn  the  nati 
Ci  t  ex:::orJtn.«rv  m^Ion,  =nJ  uyaSt  njt  but  Lhat  when  dKrfi 
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■nqueftionaUy  appear,  unreafonable  in  iefelF,  and  dangerous 
itv,  they  will  change  their  opinion  for  the  fame  reafons  as 
raced  it,  and  prefer  the^  happinels  of  their  country  to  the 
'  of  their  party. 

h  an  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  all  foreign  and  domeftic 

aventf  years  pai%  it  is  no  weak  argument  that  it  is  without 

;  that  neither  the  zeal  of  patriotifin,  nor  the  rage  of  faAion, 

luced  fuch  a  motion  in  any  former  age.     It  cannot  be 

by  thofe  who  have  read  our  hiftories,  that  formerly  our 

las  produced  men  equally  dcfirous  of  detecting  wickednefs, 

ring  liberty,  wiih  thofe  who  are  now  congratulating  thoir 

ats  on  the  fuccefe  of  their  labours;  and  that  faction  has 

I   former  times  to  a  height,  at  which  it  may  reafonably  be 

will  never  arrive  again,  'tis  tco  evident  to  be  contro- 

tfaen  can  we  fuppofe  was  the  reafon,  that  neither  indigtia* 
integrity,  nor  refentment,  ever  before  (iirecceu  a  motion  like 
as  it  not,  becaufe  it  reither  will  fcrve  the  piirpofcs  of  ho- 
»r  wickednefs  j  that  it  would  have  defeated  xhc  dcfigns  of 
d  betrayed  thofe  of  ba(l  men ;  that  it  would  have  given 
1  an  appearance  of  faction,  ra:her  than  have  vcHcd  facticii 
difguife  of  patriotifm. 

not  be  Cippofed,  that  the  fagacity  of  thcfc  Gentlemen, 
great,  has  enabled  them  to  difcovcr  a  method  of  proceeding 
iaped  the  penetration  of  our  anceftors,  fo  long  celebrated 
CLrength  of  their  underftanding,  and  the- extent  of  their 
ge.  For  it  is  evident,  that  without  any  uncommon  efrort 
itcDeflual  faculties,  he  that  propofes  an  enquiry  for  a  year 
rht  have  made  the  fame  propofal  with  regard  to  a  longer 
id  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  the  limitation  of  the  term  is 
:  of  his  knowledge,  rather  than  of  his  ignorance. 
ndecd  the  abfurdity  of  an  universal  enquiry  for  twenty' years 
ch,  that  no  man  whofe  ftation  has  given  him  opportunities 
acquainted  with  public  bufmefs,  could  have  propofed  it, 
3C  been  mif-led  by  the  vehemence  of  refentment,  or  biaficd 
act  oporation  of  fome  motives  different  from  public  good ; 
no  le&  than  a  propofal  for  an  attempt  impoifible  to  be  exe- 
d  of  which  the  execution,  if  it  could  be  efleded,  would  bo 
iri  to  tbc  public. 
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Were  our  natioit^  Sir,  like  fome  of  the  inland  kingdomf 
contznenty  or  the  barbarous  empire  of  Japan,  witbout  con 
without  alliance*,  without  taxes,  and  without  coaipcthioi 
other  nations ;  did  we  depend  only  on  the  product  of  our  owa 
fopport  us,  and  the  ft rengtb  of  our  own  arms  to  defend  us  i 
any  intercourfe  with  diftant  empire,  or  any  folicitude  about 
aSatrs,  were  the  fame  raeafurcs  uniformly  purfued,  the  govt 
fcipportcd  by  the  iame  revenues,  and  adminiftered  with  tb 
Tiew5,  it  mifii  not  be  impraAicable  to  examine  the  coo 
affairs ;  both  torcign  a:id  domcftic,  for  twenty  years  ;  becauJ 
year  u'ould  ziYozd  only  a  tranfcript  of  the  accounts  of  the  laft. 

But  how  different  is  the  Aatc  of  Britain^  a  nation  whofe  ti 
extended  uver  the  earth,  whole  revenues  are  every  year  di&i 
difTcrcmly  applied,  which  is  daily  engaging  in  ikw  treaties 
liance,  or  fc>rm:.^g  new  rci;uLtions  of  tiaJe  with  a!irtofl 
natKm,  however  diltant,  which  hi&  ur.ccrtaken  the  ari^uous  a 
tricatc  employments  of  fup<:rinlrncin<r  the  intertfts  of  ali 
empires,  and  maintaining  the  cquipoi'.-^-  of  the  French  p%T>%crs 
receives  ambafTadors  from  ail  tlic  neigh npu ring  princes,  and  i 
ks  rcg-ard  to  the  limits  of  the  wc:!J^ 

In  fuch  a  nation,  every  year  produces  negotiations  of  pe 
preparations  for  war,  new  fchemcs  and  different  meafures,  bi 
expcnces  are  (bmetimes  incrrafed,  and  fometimes  rctiencb^ 
iiich  a  nation,  every  thing  is  in  a  flatc  of  perpetual  vicilBtud 
cauie  its  meafures  are  (cldom  the  effects  of  choice,  but  of  m 
arUing  from  the  change  of  conduA  in  other  powers. 

Nor  i»  the  multiplicity  and  intricacy  of  our  domcAic  affa 
remarkable  or  particular.  It  is  too  well  known  that  our  del 
grenty  and  our  taxes  numerous;  that  our  funds,  appropriated 
ticuLir  purpofes,  are  at  iome  tirres  deficient,  and  at  others 
iJ-i::i ;  and  that  therefoie  the  inor.iv  ariiisi^  from  the  fa.::e  imp 
diiierent^  applied  in  different  ycai<^.  To  afllrt  that  this  flue 
produces  intricacy,  may  be  nna^'.m-c  ..  cenfire  of  iholc  to 
c^rr  our  accounts  are  ion»n.itri'd ,  but  lurcly  it  mull  be  owiu 
our  .icrgunts  are  made  ncceti^fil)  lc(^  un:iortn  and  rrguUr,  a1 
as  iTiuft  n quire  a  lucgc:  t;:i.i:  f:>r  a  complete  cxamir  .'ion, 

Wht^rver  (lull  Art  his  fi^'t  in  cur  otAccs,  and  obfcr%'c  the  i 
of  papcn  with  'A*hici:  the  tr?nr.v'tioiis  of  the  laft  twenty  \iear 
tiled  ;h*^  m,  w.Il  net  need  »ny  ^rguuicnt^  a^^iiill  this  niouon* 
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■t  tke  number  of  wrirings  which  fuch  an  enquiry  will  make 
larf  to  be  perufed,  compared,  and  extraded,  the  accounts 
k  mift  be  examined  and  oppofed  to  others,  the  intelligence  from 
[pi  €Ourts  which  muft  be  confidered,  and  the  eftiitiates  of  do- 
IB  cxpenoes  which  muft  be  difcufied  ;  he  will  own,  that  whoever 
Mned  to  the  taflc  of  this  enquiry,  would  be  happy  in  exchanging 
■ndition  with  that  of  the  miners  of  America,  and  that  the  moil 
Me  induftry,  however  excited  by  ambition,  or  animated  by 
■diin,  muft  fink  under  the  weight  of  endlefs  labour. 
k  be  confidered  how  many  are  employed  in  the  public  offices, 
ift  be  confeiled  either  that  the  national  treafure  is  fquandered  in 
in  upon  men  who  have  no  employment,  or  that  twenty  years 
^  rcalbnably  fuppofed  to  produce  more  papers  than  a  commit- 
an  examine ;  and,  indeed,  if  the  committee  of  enquiry  be  not 
s  numerous  than  has  ever  been  appointed,  it  may  be  ailerted, 
out  ea^ggeration,  that  the  enquiry  into  our  afiairs  for  twenty 
ft  paft,  will  not  be  accurately  performed  in  lefs  than  twenty  years 
mne ;  in  which  time  thofe  whofe  condud  is  now  fuppofed  to 
t  given  the  chief  occafion  to  this  motion,  may  be  expcded  to 
eBKMTcd  for  ever  from  the  malice  of  calumny,  and  the  rage  of 
bottion. 

1st  if  it  {hould  be  imagined  by  thofe  who,  having  never  been 
ijpBd  in  public  affairs,  cannot  properly  judge  of  their  intricacy 
CBCenty  that  fuch  an  enquiry  is  in  reality  fo  far  from  being  im- 
ftk»  that  it  is  only  tlie  work  of  a  few  months,  and  that  the 
■r  of  it  will  be  amply  recompenfed  by  the  difcoveries  which  it 
Lfnduce,  let  them  but  fo  long  fufpend  the  gratification  of  their 
igBtf^  as  to  confider  the  nature  of  that  demand  by  which  they 
jfciut  to  fatisfy  it.  A  demand  by  which  nothing  lefs  is  required 
|l  that    all  the   fccrets    of  our    government   fhould  be   made 

|J»  known  in  general  to  every  man,  whofe  employment  or  amufe^ 
pie  has  been  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  French  kingdoms,  that 
rlift  twenty  years  have  been  a  time  not  of  war,  but  of  ncgotia- 
Hi  a  period  crowned  with  projects,  and  machinations  often  more 
cban  violence  and  invafions ;  and  that  thcfe  proje<5ts  have 
I  by  oppofite  fchemes,  that  treaties  have  been  de« 
ptkjf  ttolieS)  and  one  alliance  overbalanced  by  another. 
F«t.  n.  H  Such 
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Such  t  triin  of  tKuiU<3tons,  in  which  ilnioft  evciy  coortof  I 
has  been  engaged,  muft  have  given  occafion  to  many  privafe 
ferences,  and  fecret  negotiations ;  many  dcfigns  muft  kavc  bcc 
covered  by  informers  who  gave  their  intelli^,  ce  at  the  has 
their  lives,  and  been  defeated  fometimes  by  (iecrct  llipubtioal 
fometimcs  by  a  judicious  di&ribution  of  money  to  thole  irhfl 
fidcd  in  fcnatcs  or  councils. 

Every  man  muft  immediately  be  convinced,  that  by  the  ei 
now  pro|>ofcd,  all  thefe  fee  rets  will  be  brought  to  lights  th 
prince  will  be  informed  of  the  treachery  of  his  fervants,  and  a 
fee  his  own  cowardice  or  venality  expofed  to  the  worM.  It  ti 
that  the  channels  of  intelligence  will  be  for  ever  ftoppeii,  as 
no  prince  will  enter  into  private  treaties  with  a  monarch  \ 
denied  by  the  conftitution  of  his  empire,  the  privilege  of  con 
hib  own  mcafures.  It  is  evident,  that  our  enemies  may  he 
plot  our  ruin  in  full  fccurity,  and  that  our  allies  will  no  longi 
us  with  confidence. 

Since  therefore  the  enquiry  now  demanded  is  impoffiUe,  tl 
tion  ought  to  be  rejciSted  ;  as  it  can  have  ru>  otiier  terMfeiicy  ti 
expofe  the  fcnate  and  the  nation  to  ridicule ;  and  fmce  if  it  oc 
performed,  it  would  produce  confcquenccs  fatal  to  our  goveri 
;i»  it  would  expofe  our  moil  fccrct  meafures  to  our  enemi* 
weaken  the  confidi  nee  of  our  allies.  I  hope  every  man  who  i 
cither  hi!i  own  reputation,  or  that  of  the  fenate,  or  profeflcs  : 
licitude  for  the  puhlic  good,  will  oppofc  the  motion. 

Lord  QuARiNDON  fpoke  tothiseft'ccl: — Sir,  I  am  z\vn 
diucd  to  fufpecl  a  man  who  cnJ.eavours  rather  to  terrifv  tha 
/uaJc.  Exaggerations  and  hyperboles  are  feldom  made  ufe 
lii:n  who  h::s  any  real  arguments  to  produce.  Tlie  reaicnuM 
this  motion,  {ui  which  I  was  convinced  when  I  firft  heard 
of  which,  I  believe,  t;o  man  can  d^ubt  who  i<  not  aU^:A 
chquiry  prop<iicd  l*v  it,)  Is  now  in  nw  opinion  ev-nced  by  tfa 
op;'(iU:;«>n  uhich  has  bron  made  by  thr  Honourable  Cteittlcfi 
whole  u'jilitlcs  1  cjinn<*t  deny  thi*  atteftacion,  ihjt  the  caufc  « 
cannot  defend,  has  very  little  to  hope  irom  any  other  adv«KaM 
And  fu:c!y  he  cannot,  cvrn  by  thole  whi*,  wherever  he 
Hand  prepared  to  applaud  him,  be  thought  to  have  prodiK 
formidable  argument  againft  the  enquiry,  who  has  advano 
more  than  that  it  i%  impoAhle  to  be  performed. 

Imp 
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'inpoflilnlity  is  a  formidable  found  to  ignorance  and  cowardice; 
kciperience  has  often  dtfcovered,  that  it  is  only  a  found  uttered  by 
ife  who  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay ;  and  courage  readily  furmounts 
ft  obftacles  that  fink  the  lazy  and  timorous  into  defpair. 
Fhst  there  are  indeed  impoffibilities  in  nature,  cannot  be  denied.. 
cie  may  be  fchemes  formed  which  no  wife  man  will  attempt  to 
cute,  becaufe  he  will  know  that  they  cannot  fucceed ;  but  furely 

OEaminacion  of  arithmetical  dedudtions,  or  the  confideration  of 
ities  and  conferences,  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  number  of 
etthlt  defigns ;  unlefs,  as  it  may  fometimes  happen,  the  treaties 
calculations  are  unintelligible. 

fhe  only  difficulty  that  can  arife,  muft  be  produced  by  the  con- 
sn  and  perplexity  of  our  public  tranfadions,  the  inconfiftency  of 
treaties,  and  the  fidlacioufnefs  of  our  eftimates;'but  I  hope  no 
I  will  urge  thefe  as  arguments  againft  the  motion.  An  enquiry 
^  to  be  promoted,  that  confuficm  may  be  reduced  to  order,  and 
t  the  diftribution  of  the  public  money  may  be  regulated.  If  the 
nination  be  difficult,  it  ought  to  be  fpeedily  performed,  becaufe 
m  diSLculties  are  daily  increafing;  if  it  be  impoffible,  it  ought  to 
attempted,  that  thofe  methods  of  forming  calculations  may  be 
aged,  which  make  them  impoffible  to  be  examined. 
dr.  FowKEs  replied  in  the  manner  following: — Sir,  to  treat 
k  Gcmtempc  thofe  arguments  which  cannot  readily  be  anfwered,  is 

common  praAice  of  difputants ;  but  as  it  is  contrary  to  that 
dour  and  ingenuity  which  is  infeparable  from  zeal  for  juftice  and 
Sof  truth,  it  always  raifes  a  fufpicion  of  private  views,  and  of 
gns,  which  however  they  may  be  concealed  by  fpecious  appear- 
O,  and  vehement  profeffions  of  integrity  and  fincerity,  tend  in 
ky  to  the  promotion  of  fome  fecrct  intcreft,  or  the  gratification 
bmc  darling  paffion.  It  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  he,  who 
the  examination  of  public  queftions,  calls  in  the  affiftance  of  ar- 
s  and  fophiflry,  is  actuated  rather  by  the  rage  of  perfecution, 
I  the  ardour  of  patriotifm  ;  that  he  is  purfuing  an  enemy,  rather 
idcCeAing  a  criminal ;  and  that  he  declaims  againfl  the  abufc  of 
fcr  in  another,  only  that  he  may  more  eafily  obtain  it  himfelf. 
a  fenatorial  debates,  I  have  often  known  this  method  of  cafy 
fatuion  pra£lifcd,  fometimes  with  more  fuccefs,  and  fometimes 
k  left.  I  have  often  known  ridicule  of  ufe,  when  reafon  has  been 
kd^  and  feen  thofe  zScA  to  defpife  their  opponents,  who  have 
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been  able  to  prodace  nothing  againft  them  but  artful  allofiont  m 
debates,  futirical  infinuations  of  dependence,  or  hardy  aflcrtioai 
fupported  by  proofs.  By  thefc  arts  I  have  known  the  jrocog 
unexperienced  kept  in  fufpence ;  I  have  fccn  the  cautious  mii 
dent  taught  to  doubt  of  the  pi alncil  truths;  and  the  bold  aod 
guine  perfuaded  to  join  in  the  cry,  and  hunt  down  reafon  ate 
example  of  their  leaders. 

But  a  bolder  attempt  to  difarm  argument  of  its  force,  and  to 
picrx  the  underftandlng,  has  not  often  been  made,  than  this  wh 
am  now  endeavouring  to  oppofe.  A  motion  has  been  made 
feconded  for  an  enquiry,  to  which  it  is  objeded,  not  that  it  is 
gal,  not  that  it  is  inconvenient,  not  that  it  is  unnccefEir;',  bui 
it  is  impeffthle.  An  objeclion  more  formidable  cannot,  in  my 
nion,  eafily  be  made  \  nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  thole  men  i 
think  any  other  worthy  of  an  attentive  examination,  who  caj 
over  this  as  below  their  regard  ;  yet  even  this  has  produced  a 
fvrcr,  but  contemptuous  raillery,  and  violent  exclamation. 

What  arguments  thcfe  Gentlemen  require,  it  is  not  eaTy  to 
je£)ure ;  or  how  thofe  who  difapprovc  tlicir  meafurcs,  may  will 
hope  of  fuccefs  difputc  againd  them.  'I'hofe  impetuous  fpiric 
break  fo  eafdy  through  the  bars  of  impo.libility,  will  feared/ 
thtir  career  to  be  flopped  by  any  other  reftraint ;  and  it  may  b< 
fonably  feared,  that  arguments  fiom  juilicc,  or  law,  or  policji 
have  little  force  upr>n  thrfc  daring  minds,  who  in  the  tranlim 
their  newly  acquired  victory,  ti ample  impoilibility  under  thcaf 
atid  imagine,  that  to  thcfe  who  have  vanquiflied  the  miniftry, 
thing  is  practicable. 

That  this  enquiry  would  be  the  woik  of  years;  that  it  will  ci 
greater* numbers  than  were  ever  deputed  by  this  Houfe  on  fm 
occafion  before  ;  that  it  would  deprive  the  nation  of  the  count 
the  wiicil  snd  moll  experienced  n.cir.b.T>  of  \\\\s  Houfe,  (for 
only  ou£ht  to  l>c  cliol'cn,}  at  a  time  Vpiicii  k!l  Europe  ik  in 
wlirn  our  allies  are  thrcatentd  not  oalv  \\i\\\  lubicvhon,  but  at 
lation ;  when  the  Ticnch  arc  reviving  thc.r  ancient  k:hctDcs 
projecting  the  conqucll  of  the  coiaincnt ;  and  that  it  will  tiie 
interrupt  our  attention  to  more  impoitJLiit  aftairs,  and  difab 
from  refcuing  our  conrcderatcs,  is  iiicuntciiiuly  e%tJcnt;  nor  a 
wifrft  or  the  mofl  expeiienicd  detcrmiiu:  huw  far  its  confcqn 
may  extend,  or  in!o;in  u«,  whciiicr  it  may  nut  cxpofc  our  conu 
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bayed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  liberties  qf  all  (he  nations 
)  to  be  infringed  by  the  French  j  whether  it  may  not  termi* 
the  lofs  of  our  independence,  and  the  dcftruclion  of  our 

ire  the  effe6b  which  may  be  e^^peSed  from  an  attempt  to 
t  enquiry  propofed  -y  efFecls,  to  which  no  proportionate  ad- 

can  be  expelled  f^^om  it,  fince  it  has  been  already  (hewn, 
an  never  be  compleated ;  and  to  which,  though  the  indefa* 
iduftry  of  curiotity  or  malice  fliould  at  length  break  through 
:les,  and  lay  all  the  tranfki^ions  of  twenty  years  open  to  the 
o  difcoveries  would  be  equivalent. 

any  real  difcoveries  of  mifconducl  would  be  made,  that  thp 
of  our  country  would  be  found  ever  to  h^ve  been  lai&ily 
I,  or  treacheroufly  betrayed,  that  any  of  our  rights  havp 
ber  yielde4  by  cowardice,  or  fold  by  avarice,  or  that  our 
have  gained  any  advantage  over  us  by  the  connivarice  or 
e  of  our  minifters,  I  am  indeed  very  far  from  believing ; 
am  now  endeavouring  (o  convince  thofe  of  the  impropriety 
notion,  who  have  long  declared  themielves  of  a  different 

it  may  not  be  improper  to  afk,  what  advantage  they  propofe 
ibng  errors  of  twenty  years,  which  a^e  now  irretrievable ; 
r>ng  into  fraudulent  practices,  of  which  the  authors  and  the 
re  now  probably  in  their  graves  ;  and  expofmg  meafures,  of 
Itbe  inconveniencies  have  been  already  felt,  and  which  have 
led  to  zScSt  us. 

5  wife  to  neglcd  our  prefent  intereft  for  the  fake  of  enquiring 

oxifcarriages,  and  the  enquiry  now  propofed  be  in^  itfelf  pof* 

lave  no  objedions  to  the  prefent  motion ;  but  as  I  think  the 

date  of  Europe,  demands  our  utmpft  attention,  and  the 
on  of  the  war  againft  Spain  is  in  itfelf  of  far  more  importance 
;  examination  of  all  paft  tranfa<£tion8,  I  cannot  but  think, 
duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country  requires  that  I  {hould  de* 
fclf  unwilling  to  concur  in  any  propofal,  that  may  unnecef- 
Tit  our  thoughts  or  diftracl  our  counfels. 
PfimciVAL  then  rofw*  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :— i- 
lUbourage  good  defigns  hy  reprefentations  of  the  danger  of 
agti  and  the  difficulty  of  executing  them^  has  been  at  all  times 
ice  of  thofe  whofe  intercft  has  been  threatened  by  them.  A 
rfcr  6ils  to  intimidate  his  purfuers  hy  exaggerating  the  nuni.- 

H  3      .  bv^v 
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bcr  and  rtrolution  of  his  crew,  the  ftrength  of  bis  fcflcK  » 
fecurity  of  his  retreats.  A  cheat  difcourages  a  prolcaition  bjr 
ling  upon  his  knowledge  of  all  the  arts  and  fubterfiigcs  of  tk 
the  ftea  iincfs  of  his  witncflcs,  and  the  experience  of  his  ageoc 

Toraifc  falfe  terrors  by  artful  appearances  is  part  of  the  art  < 
nor  can  ths  general  be  denied  praifc,  who  by  an  artful  dtfpofi: 
a  fmall  body,  difcourages  thofe  enemies  from  attacking  him  by 
he  would  certainly  be  overcome;  but  then  furely  the  ap|K 
ought  to  be  fuch  as  may  reafonably  be  cxptStti  to  deceive 
i!ratagem  too  grofs  only  produces  contempt  and  confidenci 
adds  the  vexation  of  being  ridiculous  to  the  calamity  of 
defeated. 

Whether  this  will  be  the  fiite  of  the  advocates  for  the  miniftr 
not  able  to  determine ;  but  furely  they  have  forgot  the  iH 
with  which  their  enemies  bore  up  for  many  years  againft  their 
onry,  and  the  conduft  by  which  at  laft  they  defeated  the  uni 
fluence  of  power  and  money  ;  if  they  hope  to  difoourage  diei 
an  attack,  by  reprefenting  the  bulk  and  ftrength  of  their  paper 
cations.  I'hey  have  loft  all  memory  of  the  excife  and  the  c 
tion,  who  can  believe  their  eloquence  fufficiently  powerful  to 
that  the  enquiry  now  propofed  ought  to  be  numbered 
im;>ofnbilitie^. 

Whoever,  Sir,  is  acquainted  with  their  methods  of  negoc 
will  indeed  eafily  believe  the  papers  fufficiently  numerous,  i 
tjfic  of  examining  them  fuch  as  no  man  would  willingly  undc 
for  it  does  not  appear  foe  what  end  the  immenfe  fums  whi4 
Senates  have  granted,  were  expended,  except  for  the  paym 
frcretaries,  and  miniftrn,  and  couriers.  But  whatever  care  hi 
employed  to  perplex  every  tranfjftion  with  ufcleft  circumftancc 
to  croud  every  office  with  necdiefs  papers,  it  will  be  long  befei 
convince  us,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  examine  them.  The; 
doubtlcb  be  in  time  perufed,  though  perhaps  they  can  nci 
underftood. 

The  utmoft  inconvenience.  Sir,  that  can  be  feared,  is  the 
fity  of  engaging  a  preatrr  number  of  hands  than  on  former  occ 
and  it  wilPbe  no  difajreeaWc  method  to  the  public,  if  we  empic 
of  the  clerks  which  have  been  retained  only  for  the  fake  of  gra 
the  leaders  ofl*orrii?h*,  or  advancin:;  thr  diAant  rela?-o;js  oft 
^mkiB  4//  the  miniUty^  in  uikiavclVn^  ir.o\c  ^^oce^ixv^^  wbic 
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ea  Ulherto  hired  ontv  to  embarrass,  and  in  detefiin?  fome  of 
ifes  to  which  the  will  of  their  mafters  has  made  them  inftru- 
;  that  they  may  at  h&  deferve,  in  fome  degree,  the  falaries 
bey  hare  enjoyed,  may  requite  the  public  for  their  part  of 
s,  by  contributing  to  the  punifhmenc  of  Che  principal  plun- 
and  leave  their  offices,  of  which  I  hope  the  number  will  be 
diminiflied,  with  the  (atisfaclion  of  having  deferved  at  laft  the 
if  their  country. 

is  expedient.  Sir,  the  enquiry  will  be  made  at  lesftpoffible, 
ope,  though  it  fhould  ftili  remain  difficult,  thofe  who  have  fo 
uggled  for  the  prefervaiion  of  their  country,  and  who  have  at 
I  their  labours  rewarded  with  fuccefs,  will  not  be  difcouragcd 
triuing  it. 

oeceffity  of  fuch  an  enquiry  will  grow  every  day  more  urgent ; 
wicked  men  will  be  hardened  in  confidence  of  impunity,  and 
cult}',  fuch  as  it  is,  will  beincreafed  by  every  delay;  for  what 
does  an  enquiry  difficult,  or  in  the  ftile  of  thefe  mighty  politi- 
npoffibie,  but  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapfed  fmce  the  laft 
D  of  this  right  of  the  Senate,  and  the  multitude  of  ^tranf- 
which  arc  necefiarilv  to  be  examined  ? 

It  is  this  year  an  irkfome  and  tedious  tafk,  will  in  another 
quire  ftill  more  patience  and  labour  ;  and  though  1  cannot  be- 
bat  it  will  ever  become  impoilible,  it  will  undoubtedly  in  time 
aent  to  weary  the  moft  active  indudry,  and  to  difcourage  the 
adentzeal. 

;  chief  argument  therefore  that  has  been  hitherto  employed  to 
age  us  from  an  enquiry,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  in* 
to  it.  We  ought  to  remember,  that  while  the  enemies  of  our 
7  are  fortifying  themfelves  behind  an  endlefs  multiplicity  of 
arions  and  accounts,  every  day  adds  new  ftrength  to  their 
dunents,  and  that  we  ought  to  force  them  while  they  are  yet 
i  to  refift  or  efcape  us. 

Wm.  Yonge  then  fpoke  to  the  following  efFeft  :^-Sir,  how- 
may  be  convinced  in  my  own  opinion  of  the  impradlicability 
enquiry  now  propofed,  whatever  confidence  I  may  rcpofe  in 
lenGve  knowledge  and  long  experience  of  thofe,  bV  whom  it 
openly  pronounced  not  cr!y  difficult  but  hnpoffillc,  I  think 
arguments  agiiiiiil  tlic  mi.iion,  which  thouch  ptrUa^s  not 

H  4  ftiow^^i 
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fironger  in  themfelvcs,  (for  what  objection  ctn  be  ftfongcr  di 
pciTibility)  ouzht  at  leaft  more  powcrfulty  to  incite  us  to  oppo 
Of  the  impofiibilic)*  o^ executing  this  enquiry,  thoto  who  Im 
pcfed  it  u'eli  dtrfctvc  to  be  convinced,  not  by  argumenti  but 
ence  ,  they  defcrve  not  to  be  diverted  by  pcrfuafiona  trom  eug^ 
a  t;;nc9  which  they  have  voluntarily  determined  to  undergo ^ 
iii'hich  neither  honour,  nor  virtue,  nor  neceffity  has  impoib 

them,  and  to  which  it  mny  ii:ftlv  be  fufpcclcd,  that  tfaer  wn 

«  •       •  • 

have  fubmitted  upon  any  other  motives,  th^n  thofe  by  whii 
conducl  has  hitherto  been  generally  directed,  ambiLon  a 
lentment. 

Men  who  upon  fuch  principles  condemn  themfelves  to 
which  they  cannot  fupport,  furely  deferve  to  pcrifli  in  the  excci 
their  own  progcdb,  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  burdens  wbii 
have  laid  upon  themfelves,  and  to  fuffer  the  difgrace  which 
attends  the  underukers  of  impoffibilities ;  and  from  which  the 
c  f  r^uUcry  and  ridicule,  which  they  have  fo  fucceisfully  dUpb 
this  occafion,  will  not  be  fufficient  to  defend  them. 

They  have  indeed.  Sir,  with  great  copioufnefs  of  languE] 
great  fertility  of  imagination,  fliewn  the  weaknefs  of  fuppoii 
enquiry  impofiible  ;  they  have  propofcd  a  method  of  pcrtom 
which  they  hcifMc  will  at  once  confute  and  irritate  their  oppc 
but  all  their  raillery  and  all  their  arguments  have  in  rralir 
thrown  away  upon  ^n  attempt  to  coniute  what  never  was  adi 
They  have  riill  niilL:Un  tl»c  allcrticm  which  they  oppofe,  an 
expofed  its  abfurdity ;  tliey  have  introduced  a  bugbear,  and  l 
temp:cJ  tor:;!nal:zc  thrir  courage  «nJ  their  abihiio,  by  ihcwu 
it  Cdkr.not  tii^ht  tacm. 

The  honjurable  GcntK-man,  S:r,  who  fiift  mentioned  to  j 
impoilibiaiy  of  tuis  cticjiiiry,  ([Mike  on\  accorJmg  to  the  cc 
acccptatii  n  of  word9,  an!  wj«  f^  ircin  intending  to  amply 
and  phiK  rt»p;.iw«l  impiUKbility.  Mc  ua^  ui  iiom  intendmg  to  int 
that  to  txjir.iriw-  any  ferics  ot  trani2chon%,  or  perufe  any  nuc 
pajKTs,  in.pla .!  ^ii  sbfurility,  or  contrariety  to  the  ellabliihcil  o 
j.a'.urc  i  he  iiiJ  not  intend  to  rank  thii  defign  with  thofe  of  buik 
the  «ir,  or  f".:inping  out  t'lc  occun ;  he  iiitcndcJ  only  to  a 
mo;^l  or  |;»jMuir  impolhiiiii^',  to  ihew  that  the  febeioe  w 
jUwiLa...  ^ai  by  greater  r.uaibwr^  th.n  cuuld  be  convemcotl 
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■pon  it,  or  in  a  longer  fpace  of  time  than  it  was  rational  to 

0 

srit ;  as  we  fay  it  is  impoifLble  to  raife  groves  upon  rocks,  or 
tics  in  defints ;  by  which  wc  mean  only  to  imply,  that  there  is 
artion  between  the  importance  of  the  efFe£l,  and  the  force  of 
fes  which  muft  operate  to  produce  it ;  that  the  toil  will  be 
ind  the  advantage  little. 

is  fenfe.  Sir,  and  nothing  but  malice  or  perverfenefs  could 
covered  any  other,  the  moiion  pv.^j  be  truly  faid  to  be  impof- 
lut  its  impoffibility  ourjit  to  be  rather  the  care  ofthofe  who 
:han  ofthofe  that  opnoie  it;  and  therefore  I  (hall  lay  before 
ife  other  re:;fons,  which  unlefs  they  can  be  anfwered,  will  de* 
me  to  vote  ac-inft  it. 

tnot  be  doMoted  but  the  papers  which  muft  on  this  occafion 
lined,  contain  a  great  number  of  private  tranfa^tions,  which 
reft  of  the  nation  and  the  honour  of  our  Sovereign  require  to 
ealed.  The  fyftcm  of  policy  which  the  French  have,  within 
:  century,  introduced  into  the  world,  has  made  negociation 
eceflary  than  in  any  preceding  time.  What  was  formerly 
icd  by  fleets  and  armies,  by  invafions,  fieges,  and  battles,  has 
'  late  accompliflied  by  more  filcnt  methods.  Empires  have 
nlarged  without  bloodlhed,  and  nations  reduced  to  diftrefs 
:  tbe  ravages  of  hoftiie  armies,  by  the  diminution  of  their 
rce,  and  the  alienation  of  their  allies. 

this  reaibn.  Sir,  it  has  been  neceflary  frequently  to  engage  in 
treaties,  to  obviate  dedgns  fomctimcs  juftly,  and  at  other 
prhaps  unreafonably  fufpe<!^ed.  It  has  been  proper  to  z&  upon 
fuppofitions,  and  to  conclude  alliances  which  were  only  to  be« 
ly  owned,  in  confequence  of  mcafures  taken  by  foixie  other 
I  which  meafures  were  fometimcs  laid  afide,  and  the  treaty 
:c  was  without  effeft.  In  fome  of  thefe  provifionary  contra£ls, 
y  to  conceive,  that  defigns  were  formed  not  to  the  advantage 
5  powers,  whom  yet  we  do  not  treat  as  enemies,  which  were 
be  made  public  by  the  execution  of  them  :  In  others,  perhaps 
wcel&cns  were  made  to  us,  in  confideration  of  the  afliftance 
t  promifcd,  by  which  the  weaknefs  of  our  allies  may  be  dlf- 
I,  and  which  we  cannot  difclofc  without  making  their  enemies 
ifblcnt,  and  increafing  that  danger  from  which  they  apply  to 
icyrity  and  protcdion. 

If 
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If  to  this  IT prefcntation  of  the  nature  of  the  papers,  wkh 
our  offices  have  been  filled  by  the  negociations  of  the  hik  1 
years,  any  thing  were  neccflliry  to  be  added,  it  may  be  fiudi 
Icdged,  thnt  it  has  been  lonp  the  praftice  of  every  nation  on  di 
of  the  globe,  to  procure  private  intelligence  of  the  deiigns  a 
perflations  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  to  penetrate  into  the  c 
of  princes  and  the  clofets  of  miniders,  to  difcovcr  the  ioftrodi 
ambafl'adors,  and  the  orders  of  generals,  to  leam  the  infcoi 
fleets  before  they  are  equipped,  and  of  armies  before  they  aie 
and.to  provide  not  only  againft  immediate  and  viCbIc  hoftilta 
to  obviate  remote  and  probable  dangers. 

It  need  not  be  declared  in  this  Alfembly,  that  this  cannot 
be  done  without  employing  men  who  abufe  the  confidence  rq 
them,  a  praiitice  on  which  I  (hall  not  at  this  time  trouble  the 
with  my  opinion,  nor  interrupt  the  prefcnt  debate,  by  any  atti 
juftity  or  condemn  it.  This  1  think  may  be  very  reafon«ibly  al 
that  wiicthcr  the  employment  of  fuch  perfoiis  be  defenfiblc 
reciprocal  pra<5iice  of  nations  or  not,  it  becomes  at  Icaft  ib< 
corrupt  them  and  pay  them  for  their  treachery,  not  toexpofe  1 
vcnireance,  to  torture,  or  to  ruin  ;  not  to  betray  tholir  crime 
th-.y  have  hired  tncni  to  cotnniit,  or  give  them  up  to  puniihflo 
whiLh  they  have  nude  thLmlclvc^  liable  only  by  their  ioihgatM 
fur  their  ;idvanta'jc. 

That  private  compa.ls  between  nations  and  fo\ cretins  ougl 
kept  inviolably  fee  ret,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  man  who  co 
that  Iccrecy  is  one  ot  the  conditions  uf  liiole  treaties,  withoui 
they  had  not  been  concluded  ;  and  therefore,  that  to  dilcover  i 
to  violate  them,  to  break  do^n  the  fecurities  ol  human  6c: 
dcP.roy  mutual  truft,  and  introduce  into  the  world  univcri 
ful:on.  For  nothing  lefs  c^n  be  produced  by  a  difregard  o:  ti 
which  linic  nations  in  confederacies,  and  produce  confidence 
cunty,  and  which  eiables  the  weak  by  union  to  refill  ibe  att 
f-i'Uin;j]  ambitton. 

How  much  It  would  injure  the  honour  of  our  Sovereigi 
i'^rt'cd  with  the  diiiolution  of  concord,  and  the  fubverfion 
•r-.cr..!  birwarks  of  public  f^iih,  it  is  fuptrrtiaotis  to  expluj 
f-fW  t  c  c'liiiitioii  %o  wliuh  J  coirii  u.*iive  wtth  thiS  motioc 
u.:;.,.c  i.x  lj:»::lh  r.atio:\  \vj  :.tcj  c:rv  tur;;  our  c.-es  do« 

'  *  • 
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houriy  fccncs  of  common  life ;  wc  need  only  attend  to  the 
DCS  which  croud  perpetually  upon  our  view,  and  conftder 
licous  ftatc  of  that  man,  of  whom  it  is  generally  known  that 
C  be  trufteJ,  and  that  fecrets  communicated  to  him  arc  in 
attered  among  mankind. 

one  knows  that  fuch  a  man  can  expe£l  none  of  the  ad  van* 
pieafures  of  friendfhip,  that  be  cannot  tranfa£b  affairs  with 
x>n  terms  of  equality,  that  he  mud  purchaf^  the  favours  of 
t  sre  more  powerful  than  himfelf,  and  frighten  thofe  into 
ice  with  his  defigns  who  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  him  ; 
muft  give  uncommon  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  his 
ts  ;  that  he  can  have  no  influence  but  that  of  money,  which 
mbly  become  every  day  lefs,  that  his  fuccefs  will  multiply  his 
»  and  that  in  misfortunes  he  will  be  without  refuge. 
condition  of  nations  colledivcly  confidered  is  not  different 
It  of  private  men,  their  profperity  is  produced  by  the  fame 
f  and  their  calamities  drawn  upon  them  by  the  fame  errors, 
ices,  or  crimes ;  and  therefore,  fmce  he  that  betrays  fecrets 
te  life,  indifputably  forfeits  his  claim  to  truft,  and  fince  he 
.  be  no  longer  trufied  is  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  I  cannot  but 
e  that,  as  by  this  motion  all  the  fecrets  of  our  government 
inevitably  betrayed,  my  duty  to  his  Majefty,  my  love  of  my 
I  and  my  obligations  to  difcharge  with  fidelity  the  truft  which 
lituents  have  conferred  upon  me,  oblige  me  to  oppofe  it. 
Littleton  then  rofc  and  fpoke  to  this  effecl : — Sir,    it 
portends  well  to  thofe  who  difpute  on  the  fide  of  truth  and 
when  their  opponents  appear  not  wholly  to  be  hardened  againft 
»  of  argument,  when  they  feem  defirous  to  gain  the  victory, 
fupcriority  of  numbers  but  of  rcafon,  and  attempt  rather  to 
X,  than  to  terrify  or  bribe.     For  though  men  are  not  in  queft 
1  tbemfclvcs,  nor  defirous  to  point  it  out  to  others  ;  yet  while 
e  obliged  to  fpeak  with  an  appearance  of  fmcerity,  they  muft 
rilj  afford  the  unprejudiced  and  attentive  an  opportunity  of 
ring  the  right.     While  they  think  themfelves  under  a  neccf- 
reafoning,  they  cannot  but  (hew  the  force  of  a  juft  argument, 
imfuccefsfulnefs  of  their  endeavours  to  confute  it,  and  the  pro- 
lan ufcfuWnd  falutary  motion,  by  the  flight  objections  which 
liie  againft  it.     They  cannot  but   find  themfelves  fometimes 
10  discover  what  ihey  can  never  be  expected  to  acknowledge. 
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the  wcikncfs  of  their  own  rcafons,  by  deferting  them,  whea 
preilird  witli  contrary  afllrtions,  and  feelcing  a  fubtcrfug^  in  i 
gumcnts  equally  condufive  and  incontcmptlble.  Tbcj  I 
fupcriuriry  of  their  opponents,  like  other  troops,  by  retrutm, 
thcm^  and  forming  one  fortiiication  behind  another,  ia  1 
wearying  thofo  whom  they  cannot  hope  to  repiilfe. 

Of  this  conduill  wc  have  had  already  an  infiance  in  the  pre 
bate  I  a  debate  managed  with  fuch  vigour,  order,  and  rcSuU 
fufficicntly  (hews  the  advantage  of  xegular  difcipline  long  coi 
and  proves,  that  troc^ps  may  retain  their  (kill  and  fpirit,  tn 
they  are  deprived  of  that  leader,  to  wbofe  tnftrti^ons  and 
they  uxre  indebted  for  them.  When  firft  this  motion  was  d 
il'cms  to  have  been  their  chief  hope  to  divert  us  from  it  by  ou 
impoilibilityf  by  reprefcnting  it  as  the  demand  of  men  umci 
with  the  ftate  of  our  offices,  or  the  multiplicity  of  traniad 
which  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  our  minifters  has  been  ea 
and  they  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us,  that  t 
only  difcouraging  us  from  an  infuperable  labour,  and  advifi: 
defill  from  meafures  which  wc  cannot  live  to  accomplxQi. 

But  when  they  founil.  Sir,  that  their  exaggerations  produc 
riment  inlleud  of  terror,  that  their  opponents  uxre  detetmim 
their  ftrength  a^ainil  impoffibility,  that  they  were  rclulved  t< 
out  into  iliis  bounulefs  ocean  of  enquiry  ;  an  ocean  of  wh 
have  been  boldly  told,  that  it  has  neither  (bore  nor  bottom,  : 
whoever  ventures  into  it  mud  be  toll  about  for  lite  ;  when  * 
covered  that  this  was  not  able  to  (hake  our  rcfolution,  or 
to  ^ny  other  diljpofition,  they  thought  it  proper  to  explain  a« 
alTertion  of  impoffibility,  by  making  a  kind  of  diftinction 
things  impoi)«blr,  and  things  which  cannot  be  performed  ;  afu 
it  neccflary  to  enlarge  their  plea,  they  have  ivQW  alTerted,  that 
qu:ry  i:»  both  im|)cUiole  and  inexpedient. 

Its  inipoifibility.  Sir,  has  been  already  fiifficiently  di(o|i 
(liewn  to  mean  cjdy  a  difficulty  which  the  uiilktliuincls  ol' 
nulcis  ha\  pr«K!iiccJ ;  fur  tranCoftiuns  can  only  produce  d: 
totl'.c  enquire  r,  wsen  they  are  confuftd;  and  coafuiion  can 
the  ctiVwt  of  ii:*'«'r4?ice  or  neclccl. 

At'tltioc  ts^  Mi.iceiU  cne  more  fourcc  of  perplexity;  it  is  ihi 
of  that  man  whole  caut'e  i%  bad  tg  (pc.ik  unintelligibly  in  the  4i 
it,  a:u!  U  L.m  w.^ofc  actions  caiuiot  bear  to  be  exaoiincdi 
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Ibrdcr,  to  engage  his  purfuers  in  a  labyrinth  diat  they  may 
fais  fteps  and  difcover  his'  retreat ;  and  what  intricacies 
iroduced  by  fraud  co-operating   with  fubtilty^  it  is  not 

tell. 

t  however  believe,  that  all  the  art  of  wickednefs  can  elude 

ies  of  a  Britifli  Senate,  quickened  by  zeal  for  the  public 

The  fagacity  of  our  predeceflbrs  has  often  deteSed  crimes 
with  more  policy  than  can  be  afcribed  to  thofc  whofe  con- 
ow  to  be  examined,  and  dragged  the  authors  of  national 

to  punifhment  from  their  darkeft  retreats.  The  expedi- 
efore  of  this  motion  is  now  to  be  confidered,  and  furely  it 
squire  long  reflexion  to  prove,  that  it  is  proper,  when  the 
opprefled  with  calamities,  to  enquire  by  what  mifcondufl 
brought  upon  it ;  when  immenfe  fums  have  been  raifed  by 
oppreffive  methods  of  exa£Hon,  to  a(k  why  they  were  de- 
and  how  they  were  expended  ;  when  penal  laws  have  bcea 
xecuted,  to  examine  by  what  authority,  they  were  fufpended, 
lat  they  were  enforced;  and  when  the  Senate  has  for  twenty 
Jicitly  obe}'ed  the  direction  of  one  man,  when  it  has  been 
roughout  the  nation  before  any  queftion  was  propofed,  how 
x  decided,  to  fearch  out  the  motive  of  that  regular  compli- 
i  to  examine  whether  the  minifter  was  reverenced  for  his 
id  virtue,  or  feared  for  his  power,  or  courted  for  the  public 
rbedier  he  owed  his  prevalence  to  the  confidence  or  corrup- 
i  followers  ? 

tot  furely  be  thought  inexpedient,  to  enquire  into  the  reafons 
our  merchants  were  for  many  years  fuiFered  to  be  plundered, 
icb  a  war,  folicited  by  the  general  voice  of  the  whole  nation, 
ed ;  into  the  reafons  for  which  our  fleets  were  fitted  out 
XMift  upon  the  ocean,  and  connive  at  the  departure  of 
i  and  the  tranfportation  of  armies,  to  fufFer  our  allies  to  be 
mad  our  traders  ruined  and  enflaved. 
my  opinion  convenient  to  examine  with  the  utmoft  rigour, 
was  granted  to  our  enemies  to  fortify  themfelves  againft  us, 
anding  a/ my  preyed  upon  our  people  i  Why  forces  unac- 
with  the  ufe  of  arms  were  fent  againft  them,  under  the 
I  oS  leaders  equally  ignorant  ?  And  why  we  have  fufFered 
ataers  in  the  mean  time  to  rove  at  large  over  the  ocean,  and 
ipoa  our  own  coafts  i    Why  we  did  not  refcue  our  failors 
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from  captivity,  when  opportunides  of  cxchaoge  were  ia  oar 
And  why  we  robbed  our  merdumtt  of  their  crews  by  rigor 
preflet 9  without  employing  them  either  to  giurd  our  trade*  oi 
our  enemies  ? 

If  the  Senate  is  not  to  be  fuffcred  to  enquire  into  aCun  lil 
it  is  no  longer  any  fecurity  to  the  people,  that  they  hare  the 
eleding  reprefentatives ;  and  unle&  they  may  carry  tlmr  c 
back  as  far  as  they  (hail  think  it  neceilary,  the  moft  acute  bgu 
be  caftly  eluded  ;  caufes  may  be  very  remote  from  their  confa 
the  original  motives  of  a  long  train  of  wicked  meafuies  ma] 
in  fome  private  traniadion  of  former  years,  and  thofe  adi 
which  our  enemies  have  been  of  late  fuflercd  to  obtain,  woe 
fold  them  at  fome  forgotten  congrcfs  by  fome  fecretanick. 

Such  are  probably  the  private  tranfadlions  which  the  Ha 
Gentleman  is  fo  much  afraid  of  expofing  to  the  light ;  trai 
in  which  the  intercft  of  this  nation  has  been  meanly  yieldi 
cowardice,  or  fold  by  treachery ;  in  which  Britain  has  bee 
dered  as  a  province  fubordmate  to  fome  other  country,  or  i 
the  minifter  has  enriched  himfelf  by  the  (acrifice  of  the  puUic 

It  has  been,  inJeed,alledged  with  fome  degree  of  candour,  tt 
of  our  treaties  were  provifions  againft  invj&fions  which  perk 
never  intended,  and  calcubted  to  defeat  me^urcs  which  only 
cowardice  difpofed  us  to  fear.  I'hat  fuch  treaties  have,  indc 
made,  Hanover  is  a  fufficicnt  witiie& ;  but  however  freipiei 
may  occur,  they  may  furcly  be  difcovcred  \;^ith  very  little  i 
tage  to  the  nation ;  they  will  prove  only  the  weaknefr  of  t 
made  them,  who  were  at  one  time  intimidated  by  chimefkal 
aiul  at  another  lulled  into  connJcnce  by  airy  fecurity. 

The  conceffions  from  foreign  powers,  which  have  been 
mriitioned,  ought  furely  not  to  be  produced  as  arguments  a| 
motion;  for  what  could  more  excite  the  curiolicy  of  the  b 
indrrd,  tills  motion  were  in  realitv  produced  by  malevolew 
Iciilinciit  i  if  none  were  expected  to  concur  in  it  but  tl 
cn\icd  the  abilities,  or  had  felt  the  power  of  the  late  on 
n»i^ht  be  perhaps  defeated  by  tuch  tnunuations ;  for  nochij 
nu'ic  ccKainly  re;;ain  his  reputation,  or  exalt  him  to  mort 
aLthunty,  than  proofs  that  be  had  obtained  for  us  any  ec 
liuni  lv<c»;;ii  powers. 
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If  inj  advantageous  terms  have  been  granted  us,  he  muft  be 
to  have  fo  hr  difcharged  his  truft  to  his  allies,  that  he  has 
them  with  the  utmoft  caution  from  the  knowledge  of  the  peo- 
who  have  heard  during  all  his  adminiftration  of  nothing  but 
icSy  fubmiffion,  and  compliances  paid  to  almoft  every  prince 
continent  who  has  had  the  confidence  to  demand  them;  and 
this  enquiry  any  dilcovery  to  the  difadvantage  of  our  allies 
be  ftruck  out,  he  may  with  great  Ancerity  allcJge,  that  it  was 
without  his  confent. 
her  obje<ftion  to  this  enquiry  is,  that  the  fpies  which  are  re-> 
in  foreign  courts  may  be  detected  by  it,  that  the  canals  of  our 
^ence  wUl  be  for  ever  flopped,  and  that  we  (hall  henceforth 
no  knowledge  of  the  dcfigns  of  foreign  powers,  but  what  may 
ftly  attained  by  penetration  and  experience.     Spies  are,  in- 
a  generation  for  whofe  fecurity  I  have  not  much  regard,  but 
om  I  am  on  this  occafion  lefs  folicitous,  as  I  believe  very  few 
will  be  aflfeded  by  this  motion. 

condud  of  our  minifters  has  never  difcovcred  fuch  an  ac- 

c  with  the  defigns  of  neighbouring  princes,  as  could  be 

to  be  obtained  by  any  uncommon  methods,  or  they  have 

litdc  improved  the  opportunities  which  early  information  put 

tfccir  power ;  for  they  have  always  been  baffled  and  deceived. 

they  have  employed  no  fples,  or  their  fpies  have  been  di- 

to  elude  them  bv  falfc  intellitrencc,  or  true  iiite'li2:ence  has  been 

life  ;  and  if  any  of  thcfe  aflcrtions  be  true,  the  public  will  not 

by  the  motion. 

ras  juftly  obferved  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  that  a  paral- 
fcay  be  properly  drawn  between  a  nation  and  a  private  man,  and 
FC€ofequence  between  a  tradinj^  nntiun'  and  a  tnuler.  Let  us 
iMbre  confidcr  what  muft  be  the  ftatc  <if  that  tra'l*  r  who  (hall 
fcer  infpect  or  flaie  his  account*;,  who  fli.ill  fuftcr  his  fervants  to 
Sc  in  the  dark  with  his  ftock,  and  on  his  credit,  and  who  (hall 
iBit  them  to  tranfact  bnrpains  in  his  name,  without  enquiring 
Mher  they  arc  advant:itjeous,  or  \v!itt!ier  they  are  performed. 
Every  man  immediately  marks  out  a  trader  thus  iuf-auined,  as  on 
ktrink  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin ;  every  one  will  eafily  forcfcc,  that 
^fa^ants  will  take  advantage  of  his  crcJulity,  and  proceed  houjiy 
grofier  frauds;  that  they  will  grow  rich  bybctrayin;j  hii.  intercft^ 
ftdiey  will  negleSthis  affairs  to  promote  their  own,  xV.txI  x\\tv  v«\\\ 


1,11  DEBATE      OV  [wa 

l»«under  him  till  be  has  nothing  left,  and  feck  hen  for  cnifti 
among  thci'e  to  whom  they  have  recommended  tbcmlelvcs  by 
their  truft.  His  neighbours,  who  eaftly  forcfee  his  appn»dii 
(ery,  retire  from  him  by  degrees,  dtfunice  their  bufincfr  in 
and  leave  him  to  fall,  without  involving  others  in  his  ruin. 

Such  muft  be  the  fate  of  a  trader  whom  idlcneft,  or  a  blii 
fidencc  in  the  integrity  of  others,  hinders  from  attending  Co  hi 
affairs,  unlefs  he  roufcs  from  his  flumber,  and  recovers  firom 
Situation.  And  what  is  to  be  done  by  the  man  wlio,  hai 
more  than  twenty  years  neglected  fo  neceflary  an  employmcm 
what  muft  neceflarily  be  found  in  much  Icfs  time,  his  accou 
plexed,  bis  credit  deprcfl'cd,  and  his  affairs  difordered?  \V\ 
main<,  but  that  he  fuffcr  that  dllordcr  to  proceed  no  farthi 
be  refolutcly  examine  all  the  uanfactions  which  he  has  bithcm 
looked,  that  he  repair  thofc  errors  which  are  yet  retricvah 
icdoce  his  trade  into  method  ;  that  he  doom  thofc  fervants,  b; 
be  has  been  robbed  or  deceived,  to  the  puniihment  which  tl 
lervef  and  recover  from  them  that  wealth  which  they  have  ai 
bued  by  rapacity  and  fraud. 

By  this  method  only  can  the  credit  of  the  trader  or  the  na 
repaired^  and  this  is  the  method  which  the  motion  rcco3:xae 
morion  with  which  therefore  tvcry  man  may  be  expeficd  to  c 
who  defifts  that  his  country  (hould  once  more  recover  its  in 
and  pofwer^  who  wiflies  to  fee  Britain  again  courted  and  fear 
ber  mooareh  confidcred  as  the  arbiter  of  the  world,  the  prott 
the  true  religion,  and  the  defender  of  the  liberties  of  mankind. 

Mr.  ftliLLips  f|X>kc  in  fubftance  as  follows: — Sir,  I  am 
from  believing  th^t  tiicre  is  dani^cr  of  expofmgthe  fples  of  t 
vtrnmcnt  to  the  rtlcr.rrncni  of  foreign  princes,  by  compUin 
thisnuition,  that  1  hii'^Kjl  the  opputUion  to  be  produced  chiefl 
a  conic iuiifncfs.  th^it  no  fpics  w*il  be  dikovcred  to  have  bee 
[lovrd,  and  that  the  fucret  f.rvice  for  which  fuch  lar^c  fum 
been  (cquircd,  will  rpjiear  to  have  been  rather  for  the  fervice 
r  rUic  than  of  fnrcijn  tultors,  ar.d  to  have  been  performed 
i:\  this  Houfe  than  in  U>rci':n  courts. 

^ciict  fciv.cc  i.As  been  lorg  a  teim,  of  great  ufe  to  the  m 
cf  thi»  n::tion;  a  tcMn  of  an  tJ  whith  futh  uncommon  cflRcj 
brtii  hirhirto  annexed,  that  the  pc('ple  h-ve  been  innucnced  t 
pay  :..<xc%  with.u:  cxpcctm;^  to  be  iaturmcd  Limr  they  were  a 

I 
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content  with  being  told  when  they  enquired  after  their 
th2t  they  were  exhauAcd  and  diffipatcd  in  fecret  fervice. 
Tt  ia\  ice  I  conceive  to  have  originally  implied  traniaSions, 
ch  the  agents  were  fccret,  though  the  effects  were  Vifible. 
&Iariborough  defeated  the  French,  when  he  counteracted  all 
lntageoi5»  obviated  all  their  defigns,  and  deceived  all  their 
inons,  he  charged  the  nation  with  large  fums  for  fecret  fer- 
rhich  were,  indeed,  chearfuily  allowed ;  becaufe  the  importance 
ality  of  the  fervice  were  apparent  from  its  cffecb.  But  what 
ages  can  our  minifters  boaft  of  having  obtained  in  twenty  years 
means  of  their  intelligence  ?  Or  by  whom  have  they  within 
!nod,  not  been  deceived  by  falfe  appearances  ?  When  we  pur- 
Bcrct  kr\  ice  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  let  it  appear  that  we  really  ob- 
hat  we  pay  for,  though  the  means  by  which  it  is  obtained  arc 
npenetrably  fecret.  Wherever  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  intelli-* 
IS  not  difcoverable,  it  is  furely  juft  to  enquire,  whether  our 
'  is  not  demanded  for  other  purpofcs,  whether  we  are  not  in 
hiring  with  our  own  money  armies  to  enflave,  or  fenators  to 
US;  or  enriching  an  avaricious  niinider,  while  we  imagine 
"cs  contributing  to  the  pubiic  fccurity  ? 

and  Cholmondeley  replied  to  the  following  cflTecl: — Sir,  it 
en  in  all  foregoing  ages  the  cuflom  for  men  to  fpeak  of  the 
iment  with  reverence,  even  when  they  oppofcd  its  meafures, 
jeciBd  its  diilblution ;  nor  has  it  been  thought  in  any  time  be« 
vown  decent  or  fenatorial,  to  l/ivc  way  to  fatire  or  inveviive, 
uige  a  petulant  imagination,  to  endeavour  to  level  all  orders 
itemptucus  reflections,  or  to  court  the  populace,  by  echoing 
ii^ua::e,  or  adopting  their  fcntiments. 

s  method  of  gaining  the  reputation  of  patriotifm,  has  been 
vn  tiil  the  pielent  ag'?,  and  rcf<:rved  for  the  prefent  leaders  of 
Dplc,  who  will  have  the  honour  to  ftand  recorded  as  the  ori- 
Hidiors  of  anarchy,  the  great  fubvcrters  of  order,  and  the  F.rft 
rbo  dared  to  pronounce,  th^t  all  the  fecrets  of  government 
to  be  made  public. 

IS  bees  hitherto  undcrflocd  in  2!!  rations,  that  thcfe  who  were 
ed  with  aut>.ority,  had  Mcewife  a  claim  to  refpeit  and  conti- 
J  that  they  were  chofen  for  the  fup:riur:ty  of  their  abilities,  or 
potation  of  thei:  virtue;  and  tha;  therefore  it  was  leaf^niiblt 
LiL.  1  ta 
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to  confign  to  ihcIV  management,  the  dircclion  of  iiich  aiair 
their  own  nature  require  fccrccy. 

But  this  ancient  doiElrine,  by  which  fuboiJination  hasbcea 
prcferveJ,  is  now  to  be  let  aftJc  for  new  principles,  m*hich  mii 
the  pride,  and  incite  the  paiTions  of  the  people ;  u*e  are  my 
told,  that  aflPairs  are  only  kept  focrct,  becaufc  they  will  no;  hi 
mination ;  that  men  conceal  not  thou*  tranfacUonf  in  wU 
h;ivc  fuccceded,  but  thole  in  \%iuch  they  have  failed  ^  that  ti 
ctily  inclined  to  hide  their  follies  or  their  crimes,  and  that  toe 
their  conduct  in  the  mod  open  manner,  is  only  to  fccure  the 
of  the  public. 

Thus  has  the  nation  been  taught  to  expecl,  that  the  ecu 
the  cabinet  Qiould  be  difpcrfcd  in  the  public  papers ;  that  l! 
vernors  (hould  declare  the  motives  of  their  meafurcs,  2nd 
the  demands  of  our  allies,  and  the  fcheme  of  our  policy ;  : 
the  people  (hould  be  coniultcd  upon  every  emergence,  and  c 
right  of  inflruding  not  only  their  own  rcprtfintativcf,  but 
niflcrs  of  the  crown. 

In  this  debate  the  mention  of  fecret  treaties  has  been  reccii 
contempt  and  ridicule,  the  miniftcrs  have  Wtn  upbraided  v 
mtrical  fears,  and  unnccefTiry  provifii>:i<  ag.inA  attacks  whi* 
were  defigned ;  they  have  bctn  allcdged  to  h^vc  no  other  in 
^icw  than  chcii  owr,  when  they  endeavour  to  mifltad  cnqui 
to  have  in  reality  nothing  to  keep  from  public  view  but  C 
Ignorance  or  wicked neU. 

It  cannot  furely  be  fcrioufly  atrcrtcd  by  men  of  know!eJge 
perk  nee,  that  there  are  no  lich^ns  formed  by  wife  govcrnr 
which  the  fuccets  dc|)cnds  upon  fccrccy  ;  nor  can  it  be  afTcri 
the  eii'^uiry  now  propoied  will  betray  nothing  irom  wh;ch  < 
mio  may  receive  advantage. 

If  we  (hould  fuppufe,  that  all  our  fchemes  arc  either  fully 
phRicd,  or  irretrievably  defeated,  it  will  not  c\cn  then  be  pi 
difcuvcr  them,  fmce  they  will  eiublc  our  enimio  to  form 
tures  of  tlie  future  from  the  pall,  and  to  obviate  hereafter  1 
deiigns  when  it  (hall  be  thought  nccelFaiy  to  rcfume  them. 

Hut  in  reality  notliing  is  more  irratiunal,  than  to  fuppc 
(alcr  lime  than  any  other  for  fuch  general  difcoveries  ^  for  w( 
it  be  imagined,  that  our  engagements  arc  not  (!iU  depend 
0uf  uejties  )xt  in  force  i  And  I^Vui  cia  b«  vaocc  diChocw 


^41-2.]  PUBLIC      EM   Q^U  I  R  y.  I15 

fcnr,  than  to  deftroy  at  once  the  whole  fcheme  of  foreign  pe- 
so diflblve  our  alliances,  and  deilroy  the  efFie£h  of  fuch  long 
idi  cxpenRve  negotiations,  without  iirft  examining  whether 
m  be  beneficial  or  detrimental  to  us  ? 

r  is  it  only  with  refpeA  to  foreign  affairs  that  fecrecy  is  necef- 
diere  are  undoubtedly  many  domeftic  tranfaAions  which  it  is 
poper  to  communicate  to  the  whole  nation.  There  is  flill  a 
I  mmong  us,  which  openly  defires  the  fubverfion  of  our  prefent 
Bmient  i  a  faAion,  indeed  not  powerful,  and  which  grows,  I 
erery  day  weaker,  but  which  is  favoured,  or  at  leaft  imagines 
aroured  by  thofc  who  have  fo  long  diftinguiflied  tiicmfelves  by 
fKg  the  meafurcs  of  the  government.  Againft  thcfe  men, 
hopes  are  revived  by  every  commotion,  who  fludioufly 
en  c\'ery  fubjed  of  difcontent,  and  add  their  outcries  to  every 
v,  it  is  not  doubted  but  meafures  are  formed,  by  which 
lefigns  are  difcovered,  and  their  meafures  broken ;  nor  can  it 
pofed,  that  this  is  done  without  the  aifiilance  of  fome  who  are 
!d  with  confidence  amongft  them,  and  who  probably  pais  for 
ift  zealous  of  their  party. 

iy  other  domeftic  occafxons  of  expence  might  be  mentioned^ 
ence  which  operates  in  private,  and  produces  benefits  which 
Iy  ncyt  acknowledged,  becaufe  they  are  not  known,  but  which 
10  longer  be  applied  to  the  fame  ufeful  purpofcs.  If  the  channels 
h  which  it  pafles  were  laid  open.  I  cannot  therefore  forbear 
rmy  opinion,  that  this  motion,  by  which  all  the  fecrets  of  our 
menc  will  be  difcovered,  will  tend  to  the  confufion  of  the 
:  A-ilem  of  Europe,  to  the  abfolute  ruin  of  our  intereft  in 
I  courts,  and  to  the  embarrafTment  of  our  domeftic  affairs. 
K  therefore  conceive  how  any  advantages  can  be  eXpeftcd  by 
ift  eager  perfecutors  of  the  late  migiftry,  which  can  even  in 
^on  dcferve  to  be  purchafed  at  fo  dear  a  rate. 
Pitt  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe : — Sir,  I  know  not 
t  fiitality  the  adverfaries  of  the  motion  are  impelled  to  aflift 
dvcrlaries,  and  contribute  to  their  own  overthrow,  by  fug- 
,  whenever  they  attempt  to  oppofe  it,  new  arguments  agalnft 
Ives* 

ft  been  long  obferved,  that  when  men  are  drawing  near  to 
boOt  diej  are  ^pp^rcntly  deprived  of  their  underft;!iiv<Y\v\^^  ^.v^^ 
mbyibcirown  folly  to  thofe  calamities  wilh  \vV\\c\\  t\vc^  2^xc 
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Chreiteiied,  but  which  might  by  a  diflfcrent  coodtiA  be  fa 
deUyed*  This  has  furdy  now  happened  to  the  veteimo  arifoc 
an  tbToIute  and  unaccountable  mini(lry»  who  have  difcaicfcd 
occafion^  by  the  weakneft  of  their  refiftance,  that  dicir  ahiE 
declining ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  the  omen  wiD  be  C 
and  that  their  infatuation  will  be  quickly  followed  by  dieir  rai 

To  touch  in  this  debate  on  our  domeftic  affiurt,  to 
diftrtbution  of  the  public  money,  and  to  difcofer  their 
ways  in  which  it  has  been  dilburfed,  Ibould  by  this  enquiry  k 
vercd,  to  recal  to  the  minds  of  their  opponents  the  imowa 
which  have  been  annually  demanded,  and  of  which  no 
has  been  yet  given,  is  furely  the  lowed  degree  of  wcaku 
imprudence. 

1  am  fo  far  from  being  convinced  that  any  danger  can  ar 
this  enquiry,  that  I  believe  the  nation  can  only  be  injured  b 
ncgle£t  of  fuch  examinations  i  and  that  a  minifler  is  eafily  fon 
when  he  has  exempted  himfelt  by  a  kind  of  prefcriptxon  from  i 
his  accounts,  and  his  long  had  an  opportunity  of  emplo] 
public  money  in  multiplying  his  dependents,  enriching  his  h 
enflaving  boroughs,  and  corrupting  lenates. 

That  thofe  have 'been  in  reality  the  purpofes  for  which  t 
of  many  years  have  been  fquanJered,  is  fufficiently  apparent 
an  enquiry.  We  have  uraftcd  fums  with  which  the  French, 
fuancc  of  their  new  fcheme  of  increafing  their  influence, 
have  been  able  to  purchaie  the  fubmiiSon  of  half  the  natioo 
earth,  and  with  which  the  monarchs  of  Europe  might  ha 
held  dependent  on  a  nod ;  thefe  they  have  wafted  only  to  t 
country  into  difgrace,  to  heighten  the  fpirit  of  impotent  enei 
dcftroy  our  commerce,  and  diftrefs  our  colonies.  We  have  ] 
luJfcrc J,  during  a  peace  of  twenty  years,  thofe  taxes  to  be 
ffom  us  by  which  a  war  might  have  been  fupported  againfl  i 
powerful  nation,  and  have  feen  them  cngulphcd  in  the  bouiM 
pioccs  of  the  government,  without  being  able  to  difcover  ai 
effect  from  them  than  the  eftahl'fhmentof  minifterial  tyranny 

There  has,  indeed,  been  among  the  followers  of  the  cou 
cular  fubordination,  an  J  exa^il  obedience^  nor  has  anv  m 
found  h.irdy  enough  to  rcjed  the  di<^iates  of  the  gr^nd  viGrr. 
cun  who  has  received  hi^  pay,  has  with  gre«&c  cficcrfulncis  c 
i^tth  his  commands |  and  every  man  who  has  held  any  poll  < 


the  crown,  has  evidently  confidered  himfclf  as  enlifted  hy 

miiuAer. 

;But  the  vifible  influence  of  places,  however  deftru£Kve  to  die 

station,  is  not  the  chief  motive  of  an  enquiry ;  an  enquiry  im- 

(bmething  iccret,  and  is  intended  to  difcover  the  private  me<« 

of  extending  dependence,  and  propagating  corruption;   the 

lods  by  which  the  people  have  been  influenced  to  choofe  thofe 

for  repreientati ves.  whofe  principles  they  dcteft,  and  whofe  con« 

diey  condemn ;  and  by  which  thofe  whom  their  country  has 

for  the  guardians,  of  its  liberties,  have  been  induced  to  fup* 

m  this  Houfe  meafures,  which  in  every  other  place  they  have 

no  fcruple  to  cenfure. 

'When  we  fliall  examine  the  diflribution  of  the  public  treafure, 

we  {hall  enquire  by  what  conduct  we  have  been  debarred  from 

honours  of  war,  and  at  the  fame  time  deprived  of  the  bieflings 

peace,  to  what  caufes  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  our  debts  have 

inued  during  the  long  continued  tranquillity  of  Europe,  nearly 

the  fiatc  to  which  they  were  raifed  by  fighting,  at  our  own  cxpence, 

general  quarrel  of  mankind ;  and  why  the  flnking  fund,  a  kind 

inviolable  depofit  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  our  creditors, 

the  mitigation  of  our  taxes,  has  been  from  year  to  year  diverted 

very  different  ufes  ?  We  Ihall  find  that  our  treafure  has  been  ex- 

:d,  not  to  humble  foreign  enemies,  or  obviate  domeftic  infur- 

lons ;  not  to  fupport  our  allies,  or  fupprefs  our  fadions ;  but  for 

which  no  man,  who  fisels  the  love  of  his  country  yet  uncxtin- 

I,  can  name  without  horror,  the  purchafe  of  alliances,  and 

lure  of  votes,  the  corruption  of  the  people,  and  the  exaltation  of 

'fince* 

Such  are  the  difcovcries  which  I  am  not  afraid  to  declare,  that  I 
flkpeft  from  the  enquiry,  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  think  it  necef- 
iij.  If  thofe  to  whom  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  has  been  for 
ivcntj  years  committed,  have  betrayed  their  truft,  if  they  have  in* 
Vaded  die  public  rights  with  the  public  treafure,  and  made  ufe  of  the 
^^nitics  which  their  country  has  conferred  upon  them,  only  to  enflave 
k,  who  will  not  confefs,  that  they  ought  to  be  jdelivercd  up  to  (^cedy 
jiBice  ?  That  they  ought  to  be  fet  as  land-marks  to  pofterity,  to 
wifii  dBoTc  who  (hall  hereafter  launch  out  on  the  ocean  of  affluence 
tnd  power,  not  to  be  too  confident  of  a  profperous  gale,  but  to  re* 
'y  that  then  are  rocks  on  which  whoever  ruihes  m\x&  inevi- 

l  3  tably 
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tab! y  pcrifh  ?  If  they  are  innocent,  and  far  be  it  from  mc  to  c 
them  guilty  without  tx.uniiu'tijii,  \v!ioin  will  thl«  enquiry  i 
Or  what  efftcls  will  it  pro.IuLC,  but  that  which  every  man  app 
defire,  the  re-cftahlidtmcnt  of  ihc  public  tninquiuiiy,  a  firm 
<}encc  in  the  jullice  and  wilJom  of  the  govcrnmcuti  aiMl  a  j 
reconciliation  of  the  people  to  the  miiiiitcrs. 

Colonel  MoRDAUNT  f|>oke  then  in  fubftance  as  follows: 
notwithftanding  the  zeal  with  which  the  Honour^sblc  (icnilein 
urged  the  neceflity  of  this  enquiry,  a  zeal  of  which,  I  think, 
at  Icaft  be  faid,  that  it  is  too  vehement  and  acrim.iniouk  to 
mere  refult  of  public  fpirit,  unmixed  with  iiitcrcft  or  rcfeoi 
he  has  yet  been  fo  far  unfucccf^^I1  in  hi>  rcafoning,  that  he  h; 
produced  in  mc  any  convi:llon,  or  weakened  any  of  the  impr 
which  the  arguments  of  thofc  whom  he  oppofes  had  made  upoa 

He  has  contented  himfclf  with  recapitulating  fome  of  the  b 
which  maybe  hoped  [jpr  from  the  enquiry;  he  has  rcpreientcd 
ilrongell  terms,  the  fuppofcd  mifconduct  of  the  mmiAry  i  I 
a^gravatvd  all  the  appearances  of  wickednefs  or  negligeno 
then  has  inferred  the  ufcfulncfs  of  a  general  enquir)'  for  the  p 
mcnt  of  paft  offences  and  the  prevention  uf  the  like  practi 
future  times. 

I'hat  he  has  difcovered  great  qualiAcations  for  inveciive,  ar 
his  declamation  was  well  calculated  to  inflame  thofc  who  hj 
ready  determined  their  opinion,  and  who  aie  therefore  only  re:'! 
from  fuch  meafures  as  arc  now  recommended  by  natural  cauti< 
fedatenefs,  I  do  not  deny  ^  bur  furcly  he  does  not  expect  to  gai; 
felytcs  by  aflcrtions  without  proof,  or  to  produce  any  alterat 
fcntiments,  without  attempting  to  anfwer  the  arguments  wh;wi 
been  offered  againft  his  opinion. 

It  has  been  urged  with  great  appearance  of  reafon,  that  a 
quiry,  fuch  as  is  now  propufcd,  with  whatever  prolpecks  ol 
gcancc,  of.juilice,  or  of  advantage,  it  may  flatter  us  at  a  dil 
wtll  Ih:  in  reality  detrimental  to  the  public  ^  bccaufc  it  will  di 
all  the  fecrcts  of  our  goxcrnmcnt,  lay  all  our  negotiations  oj 
the  wot  Id,  will  fliew  wh.it  powers  we  mud  fear,  or  mod  truf 
fiift. iQi  our  .enemies  with  means  of  defeating  all  our  fchemr 
counteracting  all  our  meafures. 

I'his  appears  to  me.  Sir,  the  chief  argument  againft  the  ir 
an  argument  of  which  the  fu:cc  cannot  but  be  difcovcicd  b^ 
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intercft  it  is  to  Confute  it,  and  of  which,  therefore,  by  ap^ 
g  CO  neglect  it,  they  (eem  to  coiifefs  that  it  is  unanfwerable  ; 
ercfore,  fincel  cannot  find  the  motion  juftified  othcrwife  than 
d  declarations  of  its  propriety,  and  violent  invectives  againft 
iniftr}*,  I  hope  that  I  (ha]]  cfcapc  at  leaft  the  cenfure  of  the  ca]ni 
mpartial,  though  I  ventuje  to  declare,  that  I  cannot  approve 
id  with  regard  to  the  clamorous  and  the  turbulent,  I  have  long 
d  to  dcfpife  their  menaces,  iDecaufe  I  have  hitherto  found  them 
the  boafts  of  impotence. 

•-  Cornwall  made  anfwer  to  the  following  purport :— Sir,  if 
tain  the  important  approbation  of  the  Gentleman  that  fpoke  lait-, 
neccfiary  only  to  anfwer  the  argument  00  which  he  has  infiftc(^ 
loching  be  neceflary  to  produce  an  enquiry  but  his  approbation^ 
n  not  defpair,  that  this  debate  may  be  concluded  according  to 
rifhes  of  the  nation,  that  fecret  wickednefs  may  be  detected, 
hat  our  pofterity  may  be  fecured  from  any  invafion  of  their  li- 
,,  by  examples  of  the  vengeance  of  an  injured  people. 
'he  Houfc  divided.— The  Yeas  went  forth. — For  the  Queftion 
,  againft  it  244. — So  that  it  paficd  in  the  negative  by  a  major 
of  two.] 
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May  20}  1742. 

Me  on  a  Motion  for  indemnifying  Evidence  relating  to  the  CondiUl 

of  the  Earl  of  Orford. 

folitwing  dthate  having  been  produced  by  an  occajion  very  uncom^ 
Mi  and  important^  it  is  neceffary  to  give  an  account  of  fuch  tranfaSlions " 
t  muj  CBKtribute  to  illy/Irate  it* 

friau  nuntfter  being  driven  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  by  the 

vwdWrc/  of  thofe^  who  from  their  oppojition  to  the  meafures  of  the 

writ  wen  termed  the  country  partjy  it  was  propofed  that  a  committee 

bdV  ht  appointedj  <'  to  enquire  into  the  condud  of  public  af- 

^  Ain  4t  home  and  abroad,  during  the  laft  twenty  years  ^^  but 

Iv  motion  was  reje^ed^ 

I  4  It 
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It  was  t^fienvards  muved^  **  Tliat  a  committee  (houM  be  appeia 
^<  enquire  into  the  condud  of  Robert,  Earl  of  Orford,  dm 
^  laft  TEN  years  in  which  he  was  firft  Commiffioner  of  dv' 
^  fury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Treafurer  of  cbe  ExdM 
which  was  carriii  hy  252  to  245. 

J  €$mmitiii  of  orn  ami  hVinty  being  eh^gn  hy  taSoi^  andemiifu 
tbt  infuiry^  calUibrfon  them  Mr.  Gibbon*  who  dec/and  him/i^ 
to  J.  Botteler,  and/aid^  that  Botteler  hing  a  iosuSJaU  fir 
dover,  and  finding  that  no  fucafs  was  to  hi  exfeifid  withoott 
fiat  a  friend  to  N.  Paxton,  with  a  letter^  ami  that  hofaw  him 
vjith  a  great  numher  of  papers^  in  which  hefaid  were  hiUsfor  < 

Botteler  and  bis  friend  being  examined^  confirmed  the  tefiimony  if 
bon ;  and  Botteler  added^  that  heftnt  to  Paxton  as  an  officer 
treafwj^  acquainted  with  thofe  who  had  the  Sffofal  ef 
Bis  claim  to  the  favour  which  he  ajktd  ar9fe  from  a 
a  former  ele^ion ;  that  he  never  gave  for  the  money  emyjecu 
acknowledgmiot^  nor  confulered  hinifclf  indebted  for  it  to  Paxtoo 
other  peffoa. 

Paxton  being  then  examined^  refufcd  to  return  any  anfwer  to  the  \ 
of  the  Committee^  bccaufe  the  anfwcr  might  tend  to  accufe  k 
If^ich  refifon  was  alUdged  by  ethers  for  a  like  refuf.tL 

The  Committu  finding  tbar  enquiries  fluJed^  by  this  plea  f$r  j 
which  the  latin  of  Britain  alirju  to  h  vah.ly  nfsrtcd  to  the  (a 
the  ohflacUs  that  t^cy  met  wlth\  for  the  remevul  ^f  which  a  b 
br9Mght  in  like  that  »f  indemnify  ;  which  tailing  fajfeJ  th  Cn 
pridu^  e*{  in  the  Ihufe  of  Lords  a  debate^  in  which  the  grcstfji 
each  forty  exerted  the  utmcft  free  of  their  reefrn  and  el  'luence. 

The  bill  being  read  afecond  time^  and  a  metiom  made  fr  its  bei 
f erred  to  a  Committee^ 

ToiJ  CAtTERET  fpokc  to  this  cffifl  : — My  Lords«  As  thi 
ti  m  now  before  us  is  of  the  highcfl  importance  both  to  the  pfcCi 
an  I  t>^  |)oftrnty,  as  it  may  direct  the  proceedings  of  the  coi 
juftiif ,  prefcribe  the  courfe  of  public  enquiries,  and  by  confei 
affrA  the  prt)|)erty  or  life  of  every  Lord  in  this  A&mbly ;  1 1 
will  be  ricbjtfd  amongtt  u^  without  the  acrimony  which  arifir 
die  |.rrjudice  of  party,  or  tlie  violence  which  is  produced  by  tiM 
^  vi^toiy,  and  that  the  controvcrfy  will  be  animaud  bjr  M 
paffioo  than  xeal  for  julhce  axul  love  01  tfuib. 

a 
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:  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  have  rcafon  to  believe,  that  many  pro* 
s  of  aiy  fincerity  will  not  be  ncceflary  on  this  occaCon,  becaufe 
'.  not  be  eaiily  fufpefled  of  any  partiality  in  favour  of  the  noble 
to  whom  this  bill  immediately  relates.  It  is  well  known  to 
[jordfhlps  how  freely  I  have  cenfuxed  his  condu6t,  and  hovr 
ably  I  have  oppofcd  thofe  meafures  by  which  the  nation  has  bcca 
cjcafperated,  that  the  bill,  now  under  our  confideration,  hat 
thought  neceflary  by  the  Commons,  to  pacify  the  general  dif- 
ic»  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  recover  that  confi* 
in  the  government,  without  which  no  happinefs  is  to  be  ex« 
'9  without  which  the  beft  meafures  will  always  be  obftru£bd 
e  people,  and  the  jufleft  remonftranccs   difregarded  by  the 

L  however  laudable  may  be  the  end  propofed  by  the  Commons, 
x>C,  my  Lords,  be  fo  far  dazzled  by  the  prcfped  of  obtaining  it, 
:  to  examine  the  means  to  which  we  are  invited  to  concur,  and 
re  with  that  attention  which  the  honour  of  fitting  in  this  Houfe 
sade  my  duty,  whether  they  are  fuch  as  have  been  pra6lifcd 
r  anccftors,  fuch  as  are  prefcribed  by  the  law,  or  warranted  bj 
nee. 

le  caution,  my  Lords,  with  which  our  anccftors  have  alwa}'s 
eded  in  enquiries  by  which  life  or  death,  property  or  reputation 
mdangcred,  the  certainty,  or  at  lead  the  high  degree  of  proba- 
I  which  they  required  in  evidence,  to  make  it  a  fufiicient  ground 
ciTi£lion,  is  univcrfally  known  ;  nor  is  it  neceflary  to  (hew  their 
m  by  particular  examples,  becaufe  beln;;  no  lefs  folicitous  for 
relfare  of  their  poftcrity  than  for  their  own,  they  were  careful 
cord  their  fentiments  in  laws  and  (latutcs,  and  to  prefcribe 
die  firongcft  fanclions  to  fucceeding  governments,  what  they 
iifcovered  by  their  own  refle^Etions,  or  been  taught  by  their 
icefibrs. 

bey  confidered,  my  Lords,  not  only  how  great  was  the  hard(bip 
91^  unjuftly  condemned,  but  likewife  how  much  a  man  might 
'  by  being  falfcly  accufed;  how  much  h«  might  be  harraflcd  by 
fecQtion,  and  how  fenfibly  he  might  feel  the  difgracc  of  a  trial. 
rkoew  that  to  be  charged  with  guilt  implied  fome  degree  of  re- 
:fay  and  that  it  gave  room  at  lead  for  an  inference  that  the 
m  coiidu£l  of  the  perfon  accufed  was  fuch  as  made  it  probable, 
ie  was  fliil  more  wicked  than  he  appeared ;  they  knew  that  the 

ctcduUtf 
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credulity  of  fome  might  admit  the  charge  upon  evidence  that  wis 
jeded  by  the  court,  and  that  diiFcrencc  of  party,  or  private  <jun 
might  provoke  others  to  propagate  reports  once  publilhcd,  e^eni 
in  their  own  opinion  they  were  fufKcicntly  confuted ;  and  that  th 
fore  an  innocent  man  might  languilh  in  infamy  by  a  {row 
charge,  though  he  fhould  cfcape  any  legal  penalty. 

it  has  therefore,  my  Lords,  bccii  immemorially  eftabliflicd  in 
nation,  that  no  man  can  be  apprehended^  or  called  into  queflioi 
any  crime  till  there  ihall  be  proof. 

Firft,  that  there  is  a  C-.rp.is  Delkft^  a  crime  really  and  vifiUyc 
mittcd  ^  thus  before  a  proccfs  can  be  ilFued  out  (ot  cn<].iirii:g  af 
murJcrer,  it  muft  be  apparent  that  a  murder  has  been  j^crpctr, 
the  dead  body  muft  be  expufcd  to  a  jury,  and  it  muft  ;i'^p<rar  lo  i 
that  he  died  by  violence.  It  is  not  fuificicnt  that  a  man  i^  !oA, 
that  it  is  probable  that  he  is  murdered,  bccaufc  no  otricr  rcafoo  a 
abfcnce  can  be  afligned  ;  he  muft  Ixr  found  with  the  marks  of  I 
upon  him,  or  fome  circumftancesthat  may  make  it  credible,  tiu 
did  not  perifh  by  accident,  or  his  own  hand. 

It  is  required,  Secondly,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  apprehends 
pertbn  as  guilty  of  the  fa«it  thus  apparently  committed,  muft  fii 
him  to  be  the  criminal ;  for  he  is  not  to  take  an  opportunity,  affc 
him  by  the  commiiEon  of  an  Illegal  acl,  to  gratify  any  fecrcc  nu 
or  wauton  curiofiiy,  or  to  drag  to  a  folemn  examination,  tha£r  ag 
fkhoni  he  cannot  fupport  an  .ucufation. 

And,  my  Loids,  that  fufpicion  may  not  ravage  the  reputnic 
Iifitons  without  controul ;  that  men  may  not  give  way  to  the 
fjcjcli.iins  ol'  malevolence,  and  load  the  characters  of  thofe 
atrKious  wickcdnefs,  whom  perhaps  they  have  no  real  reason  u 
licvc  more  depraved  than  tl\e  bulk  of  mankind,  and  whufc  fai 
may  have  been  exaggerated  in  their  eyes  by  contr-iriety  of  opinio 
accidental  competition,  it  is  required  in  the  third  place,  my  L 
thit  whoever  apprehends  or  moietU  another  on  (iifpicion  of  a  ci 
(lull  l«c  able  to  yiie  the  reafun)  of  hi»  fufpicion,  and  to  prove 
by  competent  e\  ulence. 

Thefe,  my  I«orJ^,  arc  three  ifll'ntiaU  which  the  wifJo.n  d 
mccftors  has  made  indifpenfably  previous  to  the  arreft  or  imp 
pient  of  the  meaiKft  Briton ;  it  muft  appear,  that  there  i«  a  < 
cummirtcd,  that  the  perfun  tube  feiied  is  fufpccled  of  having  < 
miticd  it,  and  that  the  iufpicion  i>  founded  u()on  probability.  R 
8 


174<«]  IKDEMNIFYINC     SVIDXKCE.  I23 

s  fo  reaTonable  in  their  own  nature,  Co  neceflfary  to  the  proteflion 
ncrj  mart^s  quiet  and  reputation,  and  by  confcqucncc  fo  ufcful  to 
ftcuricy  and  happincfs  of  fociety,  that  I  fuppofc  they  will  need  no 
nrt  or  vindication.  Every  man  is  intcrcfled  in  the  continuance 
Itt  method  of  proceeding,  bccaui'c  no  man  ib  i'ccurc  from  fuAering 
be  ir.tL'rruption  or  aboliiiun  of  it. 

vch,  my  Lords,  is  tlic  care  and  caution  which  the  law  dirc<5ls  in 
firll  pare  of  any  criminal  procer>,  the  detainment  of  the  perfon 
oCtrd  guilty ;  nor  is  the  method  of  trial  prefcribcd  with  Icfs  regard 
iic  I'ccurity  of  innocence. 

;  is  an  cftabliflied  maxim,  that  no  man  can  be  obliged  to  accufe 
felf,  or  to  anfwer  any  queftions  which  may  have  any  tendency  to 
over  what  the  nature  of  his  defence  requires  to  be  concealed. 
guilt  muil  appear  either  by  a  voluntary  and  unconllraincd  con- 
on,  which  the  terrors  of  confcicncc  have  fometimcs  extorted,  and 
notoriety  of  the  crime  has  at  other  times  produced,  or  by  the 
ofition  of  fuch  witneilcs  as  the  jury  fliall  think  worthy  of  belief. 
Fo  the  credibility  of  any  witncfs  it  is  always  rcquifite  that  he  be 
Qtcrcfled,  that  his  own  caufc  be  not  involved  in  that  of  the  perfoa 
D  ftands  at  the  bar,  that  he  has  no  profpecl  of  advancing  his  for« 
r,  clearing  his  reputation,  or  fccuring  his  life.  P'or  it  is  made 
» plain  by  daily  examples,  that  intereil  will  prevail  over  the  virtue 
moft  men,  and  that  it  is  not  fafe  to  believe  thofc  who  arc  Arongly 
opted  to  deceive. 

There  are  cafes,  my  Lords,  where  the  intereft  of  the  perfon  offering 
i  cridence  is  fo  apparent,  that  he  is  not  even  admitted  to  be  heard  -, 
d  any  benefit  which  may  poflibly  be  propofed,  is  admitted  as  an 
pSion  to  evidence,  and  weakens  it  in  a  meafurc  proportionate  to 
ediftajicc  of  the  profpetSl  and  the  degree  of  profit. 
Such  arc  the  rules  hitherto  followed  in  criminal  proceedings,  the 
oiadon  of  which  has  been  always  cenfured  as  cruelty  and  opprcflion, 
d  perhaps  always  been  repented  even  by  thofc  who  propofed  and 
fended  it,  when  the  commotions  of  party  have  fuhfided,  and  the 
at  of  oppofition  and  refentment  has  given  way  to  unprejudiced 
Icuion. 

Of  thcfc  rules,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  produce  any  de« 
ICC  from  the  practice  of  diflant  nations,  becaufc  it  is  fufEcicnt  in 
r  prcfent  cafe,  that  they  are  cftablifhed  by  the  conilitution  of  this 
■mry,  to  which  every  Briton  has  a  ri^ht  to  appeal  i  for  how  can 

8  any 
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any  man  defend  his  conduit,  if  having  a£led  under  one  law, ! 
to  be  tried  by  another  ? 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  apply  thefe  rules  to  the  prefai 
and  enquire  what  rcga:  d  appears  to  have  been  paiJ  to  them  b 
Commons,  and  how  well  we  ihall  obferve  them  by  concunit 
their  dcfign. 

With  refpeA  to  the  flril,  by  which  it  is  required,  chat  then 
known  and  manifeft  crime,  it  docs  not  appear  to  hare  engagn 
lead  attention  in  the  other  Houfe  ;  for  no  fad  is  fpecif.cd  in  th 
upon  which  a  profccution  can  be  founded,  and  therefore  to  ca 
after  evidence  is  fomewhat  prepoftcrous  i  it  i«  nothing  Icfi  th 
invite  men  to  give  their  opinion  without  a  fubiccl,  and  to  ai 
without  a  queftion. 

It  may  be  urged,  indeed,  that  there  ii  a  univerfil  difcontent 
the  whole  nation,  that  the  clamour  againil  the  pcrfon  roentioo 
the  bill,  has  been  continued  for  many  years ;  that  the  influence  o 
naiion  is  impaired  in  foreign  countries;  that  our  treafur)*  is  ezhia 
that  our  liberties  have  been  attacked,  our  properties  invaded,  an 
morals  corrupted  ;  but  thefe  are  yet  only  rumours,  without  j 
and  without  legal  certainty  ^  which  may  indeed  with  great  prop 
give  occafion  to  an  enquiry,  and  p:rhaps  by  chat  enquiry  ibcDe 
may  be  afccrtained  which  may  afturd  fufficicnt  reafons  for  fai 
procedure. 

Rut  f'jch,  my  f^rdc,  is  the  form  o(  the  bill  now  before  as 
it  i:  fliouIJ  p^K  into  a  11  at ute,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  put  a  ft< 
all  luture  cnqjii  y,  l»y  making  thote  iiica|uble  of  giving  c\  idence, 
have  had  moll  opjKkrt unities  of  knowing  thofe  tranladlioiis,  m 
h*\c  £i\cn  the  chief  occafion  oi  fufpicion,  and  from  whom  then 
L'-.c  m%y{}  import:int  information  mud  naturally  be  expected. 

Ttc  {:iA  requiftie  qualiticatiun  of  a  witnefs,  whether  we  co 
r.^tnral  cq«j>ty  and  reafon,  or  the  common  law  of  our  own  coui 
IS  (iif.:i:creilcJiu:'% ;  an  indifference,  with  regard  to  all  outward 
cu;i.il.ii-.ccH,  al*(Mt  the  event  of  the  trial  at  which  his  teftinnoc 
f'iA.icd.     To:  he  that  is  calUii  as  a  witncU  where  he  i»  intcre 

« 

ji  I;'!  reality  g»ung  eviiiencc  in  h.i  own  laufe. 

r>jt  this  qtiali location,  my  Lo[d«,  the  bill  now  before  us  manii 
fik'.^  ''Way  ^  for  every  man  whu  lhj!l  .'^^pcar  a^aizii^  the  p:rfon 
wh*  fe  Cfn.lu.'  :r.c  Co'iwnons  arc  c::^air.ng,  evidently  p;uTiotr 
the  h^jhcil  decree,  •  4 j  owa  i.«urclt  In  bis  cvJcucc,  a>  he  may 
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ide  all  examination  of  his  own  behaviour,  and  fecure  the  poflefEon 
tint  ^realth  which  he  has  accumulated  by  fraud  and  oppreffion, 
yerliaps  preferve  that  life  which  the  juftice  of  the  nation  might 
Raway. 

Nothings  my  Lords,  is  more  obvious  than  that  this  offer  of  in- 
■niKy  may  produce  perjury  and  faUe  accufation ;  nothing  is  more 
ihable  dian  that  he  who  is  confcious  of  any  atrocious  villainies, 
fefa  he  cannot  certainly  fecure  from  difcovery,  will  fnatch  this  op» 
Itunicy  of  committing  one  crime  more,  to  fet  himfelf  free  from 
e  dread  of  punifhment,  and  blot  out  his  own  guilt  for  ever,  by 
pipng  Lord  Orford  as  one  of  his  accomplices. 
It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  (hall  give  ialfe  evidence, 
ifeits  the  indemnity  to  which  the  honeft  witncfs  is  entitled  j  but  let 
GonGder  why  this  ihould  be  now,  rather  than  in  any  former  time, 
BDiinted  a  Sufficient  fecurity  againft  falQiood  and  perjury.  It  is  at 
I  dmes  criminal,  and  at  all  times  puniibable,  to  commit  perjury; 
d  yet  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  necefTary,  not  only  to  deter  it  by 
Mequent  penalties,  but  to  take  away  all  previous  temptations ;  no 
■afs  oath  will  be  admitted  in  his  own  caufe,  though  ofTercd  at  the 
m^rd  of  the  punifliment  infli£ied  upon  perjury.  To  offer  indem- 
ity  to  invite  evidence,  and  to  deter  them  from  falfe  accufations  by 
le  forfeiture  of  it,  even  though  we  fhould  allow  to  the  penal  daufe 
I  the  cflkacy  which  can  be  expected  by  thole  who  propofcd  it,  is 
bIj  to  fet  one  part  of  the  bill  at  variance  with  the  other,  to  ereA 
pd  demolifh  at  the  (ame  time. 

,  But  it  may  be  proved,  my  Lords,  that  the  reward  will  have  mvre 
llaencc  than  the  penalty  ^  and  that  every  man  who  can  reafon  upon 
he  condition  in  which  he  is  placed  by  this  bill,  will  be  more  incited 
D  accufe  Lord  Orford,  however  unjuftly,  by  the  profped  of  fecu- 
ily,  than  intimidated  by  the  forfeiture  incurred  by  perjury. 

For,  kt  us  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  a  man  whofe  ccnduft  cxpofes  him 
Bpunifhment,  and  who  knows  that  he  fkall  not  long  be  able  to  con- 
sol  it  J  what  can  be  more  apparently  his  intereft,  than  to  contrive 
Bch  an  accufation  as  may  complicate  his  own  wickcdncfs  with  fome 
niiifeflinnf  of  the  perfon  to  whom  this  bill  relates  r  He  may  indeed 
epaCbly  confuted,  and  lofe  the  bcncf.t  offered  by  the  ftate ;  but  the 
b6  of  it  will  not  place  him  in  a  condition  more  dangerous  than 
kit  vhtcb  be  was  in  before ;  he  has  already  dcfcrved  ajl  the  feverity 

to 
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to  which  perjury  will  expofe  him,  and  by  forging  a  bold 
connected  calumny, he  has  at  leaft  a  chance  of  efeaping. 

Let  us  fupfiofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  bill  now  under  our 
ttoii  aiTi^ncd  a  pecuniary  reward  to  any  man  who  fhooU 
jg^nft  this  pirfun,  with  a  claufe  by  which  he  that  flumU  acci 
lalfely  (hould  be  difmiflcd  without  his  pay ;  would  noc  diis  \ 
a  method  of  profi-cudon  contrary  to  law,  and  reafbn,  and  ji 
\V  uuld  not  every  man  immediately  difcover,  that  the  witncSe 
bribe- J,  and  tlierefore  they  would  defcrve  no  credit  i  And  what 
diiicrencc  between  the  advantage  now  ofFered  and  any  ochn 
iidciation,  except  that  fcarccly  any  other  reward  can  be  off 
great,  and  confequently  fo  likely  to  influence  i 

It  AS  to  be  remembered,  that  the  patrons  of  this  bill  evi 
call  for  tcftimony  from  the  abandoned  and  the  profligate,  fim 
whom  they  fuppofc  neccflarily  to  conRrfe  their  own  crimes  n 
dcpol'itions  ^  and  furcly  wretches  like  thefc  ought  noc  to  be  ib 
to  perjury  by  the  offer  of  a  reward. 

How  cruel  muft  al!  impartial  fpcclators  of  the  public  tranfa 
account  a  prufecution  like  this  ?  What  would  be  your  Lor 
judgment,  fliould  yuu  read,  that  in  any  didant  age,  or  remote 
tr}-,  a  man  was  cor.d('mncJ  upon  the  evidence  of  perfbns  p 
hired  to  accufc  him,  ar.d  who,  by  their  own  conLffion,  were  ti 
to  their  countr\ : 

That  wickcdiKlV,  my  Lordv,  (houiJ  be  extirpated  by  fcrerit^ 
juftice  rijorouilv  cxcrcifcil  upon  public  offenders,  i»  the  unc< 
verted  intcrcft  of  rver\  country",  anJ  thca-fore  it  is  not  to  be  dot 
chat  in  al!  a^t^  the  reflections  of  the  wifcll  men  have  been  eni| 
upon  the  nioll  pri^jxi  incrhod>  of  detecting  offences  ;  and  fin 
fcheme  now  pt  ophite  J  has  nnvcr  been  prachled,  or  ne\-er  but  I 
moft  oppreffive  tnarts,  in  the  moft  flagitious  times  it  is  ev 
chat  it  has  been  thought  inconfiflent  with  equity,  and  of  a  ten 
contrary  to  public  happinef^. 

I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  dcfiring  that  any  breach  of  na 
Cruft  IhoulJ  efcape  dete<flion,  or  that  a  public  oflice  (houM  afib 
curity  to  bribery,  extortion,  or  corruption.  I  am  tar  from  imr 
to  parronife  the  conduA  of  the  perfon  menttrmed  in  the  prcfew 
I^et  the  Commons  proceed  wi;h  the  utmoft  feverity,  but  kt  dia 
deviate  from  juftice.  If  he  has  forfeited  his  fortune,  his  hoi 
Of  hjs  De,  let  thcni>  by  a  legal  procci's  be  taken  from  him  i  but 
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be  conftdered,  that  he,  like  every  other  man,  is  to  be  allowed 
nmon  methods  of  felf-dcfence ;  that  he  is  to  iland  or  fall  by 
•s  of  his  country,  and  to  retain  the  privileges  of  a  Briton^  till 
appear  that  he  has  forfeited  them  by  his  crimes, 
cer.fure  guilt,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  nccejary,  and  to 
:  into  the  conduiSl  of  men  in  power  inconteftably  juft ;  but  by 
rs  both  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  means  as  well  as  the  end  are 
bed,  reciiim  recie^  Ugitimum  leghime  faciendum ;  wc  muft  not 
ropofe  a  good  end  in  our  condud,  but  mud  attain  it  by  that 
1  which  equity  dire£ls  and  the  law  prefcribes. 
V  well,  my  Lords,  the  law  ha$  been  obferved  hitherto  on  this 
m,  I  cannot  but  propofe  that  your  Lordfhips  (hould  confider. 
dl  known,  that  the  Commons  cannot  claim  a  right  to  ad- 
;r  an  oath,  and  therefore  can  only  examine  witnefles  by  fimple 
igatories.  That  they  cannot  confer  upon  a  committee  the 
which  they  have  not  themfelvcs,  is  indubitably  certain ;  and 
»rc  it  is  evident,  that  they  have  exceeded  their  privileges,  and 
ded  in  their  enquiry  by  methods  which  the  laws  of  this  nation 
>t  fupport. 

It  they  cannot,  my  Lords,  in  their  own  right  adminifler  an 
chcy  apparently  confefs  by  the  practice  of  calling  in  on  that 
)n  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  who,  as  foon  as  he  has  performed  his 
is  cxpedcd  to  retire.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  evident  elufion, 
is  always  intended,  that  he  who  gives  an  oath, gives  it  in  confe- 
e  of  his  right  to  take  the  examination;  but  in  this  cafe  the  wit- 
ikes  an  oath,  coram  nonjudiccj  before  a  magiftrate  that  has  no 
to  interrogate  him,  and  is  interrogated  by  thofe  who  have  no 
M>  require  his  oath. 

li,  my  Lords,  is  my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  Committee 
Houfe  of  Commons,  of  whom  I  cannot  but  conclude  that  they 
iflumed  a  right  which  the  conftitution  of  our  government  con- 
sly  on  your  Lordthips,  as  a  Houfe  of  Senate,  a  Court  of  Judi- 
!,  and  therefore  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  confirm  their  pro- 
igs  by  an  approbation  of  this  bill. 

e  Coounons  may  indeed  imagine  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs 
\  it  necefiary  to  proceed  by  extraordinary  methods,  they  may 
e  that  the  nation  will  not  be  fatisficd  wkhout  a  difcovery  of 
iraudls  which  have  been  fo  long  pra£lifed,  and  the  punifhment 
rfe  men  by  whoin  they  have  fo  long  thought  thcmfclvcs  betrayed 
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and  opprdled  ;  but  let  us  confider,  that  clamour  is  not  eridoK 
that  wc  ought  not  either  to  recede  from  jufiice,  or  from  oi 
lights  to  (atisfy  tbc  cxpcdations  of  the  people. 

To  remonftrate  againft  this  invafion  of  our  privilegety  mj  '. 
might  be  at  this  jundure  improper ;  the  difpute  might  in  ihii  t 
commotion  and  viciffitude  diftrad  the  attention  of  thofe  to  wh 
public  affairs  are  committed^  retard  the  bufinefs  of  the  natioi 
give  our  enemies  thofe  advantages  which  thejr  can  never  hop 
their  own  courage,  or  policy,  or  ftrength.  It  may  therefore  be  f 
on  this  occafion,  only  not  to  admit  the  right  which  they  haveafi 
to  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  retaining  our  privileges,  without  re^ 
any  further  conArnrution  of  them,  and  only  defeat  the  inva 
them  by  rejecting  the  bill,  which  is  indeed  of  fuch  a  kind  as  can 
confj^mcvl  without  hazarding  not  only  our  own  rights,  but  ll 
^"cry  Hriton. 

For  here  is  a  fpccics  of  teftimony  invited,  which  is  hithcR 
known  to  our  law,  anJ  from  which  it  may  be  difficult  to  tc!I  wl 
bcfecurc  ;  the  witnefles  are  required  to  difclofc  all  nutters  rclai 
the  conduA  of  Ix)rd  Orford^  aaordin^  t9  the  hfjl  of  thtir  hm 
Timtnihrance^  or  belief!  A  form  of  depofition,  my  Lords,  of 
laticuJc  ;  a  man's  belief  may  he  influenced  by  the  report  of 
who  may  deceive  him,  by  his  obfcrvation  of  circumftances  eitt 
mote  in  thecnfclve«,  or  im|xrfcfllydifcovercd,  or  by  his  own  r 
ingS  which  muft  be  juil  or  fallacious  according  to  his  ab:litici 
which  mud  yet  have  tlic  fame  ctFci^\  upon  his  belief,  which  the; 
influence,  not  in  pro{X)rtion  to  their  real  flrength,  but  to  the 
dence  placed  in  them  by  himfcir. 

There  i?  only  one  cafe,  my  Lords,  in  which,  by  the  coi 
courfe  of  proceed ing<»,  :\\\  rc^jrd  \%  had  to  mere  bel.c:',  an 
evidence  U  only  arcipt(.d  on  chat  occafion,  becaui'c  no  uibi 
poilibly  be  obtsincd.  \\  hen  •ir.y  cbim  is  to  be  determined  by  « 
e\idemc«,  of  which,  in  urdcr  to  prove  their  validity,  it  is  nc< 
to  enquire  bv  whom  ti.ir  vcrc  drawn  or  figiied  ;  thofe  wf 
acquainted  w!t^-.  the  w;it;:ic  nt  adead^^rlbn,  are  admitted  to  d< 
gpon  o.ith,  their  tiHef  f/..  t  i^c  wriisn*  ."^fcrilKd  to  him,  WJS  c 
l«ot  h:j  ,  lui  luv.*:  in.\)nd.Tv  witnclits  arc  never  called,  wtie 
frifofi  I  an  be  pri^.liuxd  w...'>;<  hi  rid  i<  to  be  proved. 

Tixie  •*  }ct  ^I't'ifier  re  o.v  !•  r  wlii^h  it  \s  improper  to  a<9mi 
cvidvii.c  as  U^;s  b:ll  has  a  te;:(:cr.cy  to  p. omotc*     It  is  well  ki 


3  IKDEM>fIFYIIfG     EVIDSNCE.  129 

the  courts  of  common  law,  the  perfon  accufed  is  in  feme 
mcd  from  the  danger  of  being  overborne  by  falfc  accufa-^ 
the  penalty  which  may  be  inflided  upon  witnefles  difcovered 
Bred  I  but  in  the  method  of  examination  now  propofed,  a 
dknown  to  the  conftitution,  no  fuch  fecurity  can  be  ob- 
r  there  is  no  provifion  made  by  the  laws  for  the  punifliment 
.  who  (hall  give  falfe  evidence  before  a  committee  of  the 
Commons. 

likc'.vife  be  obfervcd,  that  this  bill  wants  one  of  the  moft 
iroperties  of  a  law.  perfpicuity  and  determinate  meaning ; 

indemnity  promifed  to  thofe  who  (hall  difcover  ALL  that 
Uj  nnumbery  or  believe.  A  very  extcnfive  demand^  and 
y  therefore  be  liable  to  more  fallacies  and  evafions  than  can 
iiately  enumerated  or  dete&ed.  For  how  can  any  one  prove 
15  a  claim  to  the  indemnity?  He  may,  indeed,  make  forre 
s,  but  whether  he  does  not  conceal  fomething,  who  can 

:  May  not  fuch  referves  be  fufpeAed,  when  his  anfwers 
(atisfy  the  expedbtions  of  his  interrogators  ?  And  may  cot 
non  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  the  act?  May  not  a  man^ 
tt  of  memory,  or  prefence  of  mind,  omit  fomething  at  his 
ion  which  he  may  appear  afterwards  to  have  known  ?  And 
iiunan  being  has  the  power  of  didlnguifliing  exadtly  between 

frailties,  may  not  the  defc£l  of  his  memory  be  charged  on 
criminal  fuppreifion  of  a  known  fact  ?  And  may  not  he  he 
ffer  the  coniequences  of  his  own  confeiHon  ?  Will  not  tp.;: 
ID.  apparent  opportunity  for  partiality  ?  And  will  not  life 
h,  liberty  and  imprifonment,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
:c  of  the  Commons  ?  May  they  not  be  eafily  fati<ified  wi:h 
oos  of  one  man,  and  incefiantly  prefs  another  to  farUier  gIn 
\  May  they  not  call  fome  men  notorioufly  criminal  to 
km,  only  tofecure  them  from  punifhment,  and  fet  them  cjt 
acfa  of  juftice  ?  And  extort  from  others  fuch  anfwers  as  may 
ide  their  views,  by  declaring  themfelves  uniatisfied  with  the 
'their  teftimony  ?  And  will  not  this  be  an  extortion  of  evi- 
oivilent  to  the  methods  pra&ifed  in  the  moft  defpotic  go- 
By  and  the  moft  barbarous  nations  r 

dwajs  been  the  praiie  of  this  Houfe  to  pay  an  equal  regard  to 
d  to  mercy,  and  to  follow  without  partiality,  the  direction 
»  and  die  light  of  truth  ^  and  how  confiftcntly  with  this  cha- 
n.  K  raacr^ 
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racter,  ^'hich  it  ought  to  be  our  hi^heft  ambition  to  maioii 
can  ratify  the:  p:eil*n:  bill  your  Lordlhips  arc  this  day  fo  confid 
is  to  be  enquired,  whcihcrr  to  fuppofe  a  man  guilty,  only  becau 
guilt  is  fufpecled,  be  agreeable  to  jufticc  ;  and  »bethcr  it  be  1 
bcf%  re  there  i^  any  prix/f  of  a  ciime,  to  point  out  the  crimina). 

We  are  to  confiucr,  my  Lords,  whether  it  is  no:  unjufl  c 
a^ainll  any  man,  an  evidence  who  is  hired  to  acwuft:  him,  u 
WaU  a  reward  which  he  cannot  rectrivc  without  coiuViIiii;  hi 
m?.i\  unworthy  ct  belief.  ^ 

It  is  to  be  enquired,  whether  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  « 
piiiy  what  he  bflicvts  ought  to  be  admitted,  when  the  natiin 
crime  allows  ilron^er  proof,  and  whethcrr  any  man  ought  to 
niincd  where  he  cannot  be  punithed  if  he  be  fuunJ  periurc^i. 

A  natural  andjuil  regard  to  our  own  rights,  on  the  prefcrr. 
vv filch  the  continu.mce  of  the  coiiAitution  muil  depend,  o 
alar  in  us  at  the  a|>pcaiance  of  any  attempt  to  invade  them  \ 
iiccciiity  of  known  forms  of  juilice,  ou^ht  to  ir.cite  us    to  tl 
Vent  ion  i'^i  any  innovation  in  the  methoils  of  prcUlvuting  oti'cn* 

For  \\\\  own  paa,  my  Loid^,  1  cannot  upproic  cither  t&e 
picb  or  foifii  of  the  bill.  1  tliiiik  it  ncciiLry  to  proceed  bv 
p.'iiLcdents,  when  tht^rc  i>  no  inimcdiatc  danger  that  requires  < 
dinaiy  meafurc«,  of  which  I  am  tar  from  being  loniinccd  th 
arc  ncccfTarj  on  the  pref..-nt  occahon.  I  think  that  the  ccrta: 
Clime  ought  to  precede  the  profecut!  •!)  i>l  a  critninat,  and  I 
there  IS  in  the  p:eknt  ej!c  no  crt!..(-  ..t:  -.ti;>ti.d  t<>  Itc  (.rove J 
Commune  have,  in  my  opiircii,  u!i^-.uiy  e.\«.(.cdcd  their  pri 
and  I  wi'uld  not  wiiiin^ly  icnnrm  their  new  claims,  ]-\ 
rc.ifunr^,  my  I.ord>  J  openly  dtetJic,  that  I  cannot  acrcc  to  : 
being  read  a  lecond  time. 

Lord  Talpot  fpokc  next  to  thisctTcif) :— >My  Lord:,  Cj  h«| 
vrtivTration  for  this  great  Aflembiy,  that  it  is  never  v^iihiuit  tbi 
cti'uiiH  of  rcfi»!..tion  that  I  can  prevail  upon  my**clf  to  give  a 
me.;ts  \x\  on  any  qucition  that  is  the  fubieel  of  debate,  buwcvc 
may  be  my  eviivt,.uc'n,  oriiowcvcr  ardcr.t  ;nv/ca!. 

lit'*  ill  a  Very  paiiieulir  derr.:c  do  I  I'.iiWuil  my  own  \ 
when  I  l-.nd  my  o^  iiiu>n  contrary  to  that  of  the  noble  Lor  J  \ 
now  fpci^cn  ;  and  it  is  ro  co:nmo(i  p«.r;'lcxiiy  to  be. reduces 
diihcuic  ehoiee  of  either  tupprcHlnj  my  thoughtf^  or  cxpofic 
to  .o  ^.f^Jvanugcous  a  ccntnif!. 
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nee  fuch  is  my  prefent  ftatc,  that  I  cannot  avoid  a  declara- 
Y  thoughts  on  this  queftion,  without  being  condemned  in  my 
K  as  a  deferter  of  my  country,  nor  utter  them  without  the 
'  becoming  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  your  Lordfhips :  I 
«ver,  follow  my  confcience,  rather  than  my  intereft  -,  and 
(hould  lofe  any  part  of  my  little  reputation,  I  fhall  find  an 
ooipence  from  the  confcioufiiefs  that  I  loft  it  in  the  diicharge 
V,  on  an  occafion  which  requires  from  every  good  man  the 
bis  life. 

rguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  had  upon  me  an  effect 
y  never,  perhaps,  produced  on  any  part  of  his  audience  be* 
:y  have  confirmed  me  in  the  contrary  opinion  to  that  which 
ieavoured  to  maintain.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  in  fome 
s,  not  to  put  to  flight  is  to  obtain  the  vi6iory ;  and,  in  a 
fv  with  the  noble  Lord,  not  to  be  convinced  by  him,  is  to 
fufficient  proof  that  the  caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  not 
nded  by  wit,  eloquence,  or  learning, 
preienc  queftion,  my  Lords,  as  on  all  others,  he  has  pro-* 
that  can  be  urged,  cither  from  the  knowledge  of  paft  ages, 
ace  of  the  prefent ;  all  that  the  fcholar  or  the  ftatefman  can 
s  been  accumulated,  one  argument  has  been  added)  to 
uid  all  the  powers  of  a  great  capacity  have  been  employed, 
low  that  right  and  wrong  cannot  be  confounded,  and  that 
1  never  ft:  ike  with  the  force  of  truth. 

I  furvey  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord,  difrobcd  of  thofe 
i  which  his  imagination  hasfo  liberally  bcftowed  upon  them, 
)rifed  at  the  momentary  eficcl  which  they*  had  upon  my 
I  wbich  they  could  not  have  produced  had  they  been  clothed 
guage  of  any  other  perfon. 

»cn  I  recollect,  fingly,  the  particular  pofitions  upon  which 
tn  feems  to  be  founded,  I  do  not  find  them  by  any  means 
peruble,  fome  of  them  feem  at  bcft  uncertain,  and  fome 
miftaken. 

leie  is  no  apparent  crime  committed,  and  that  therefore  no 
liiy  can  be  made  after  the  criminal,  I  canno't  hear  without 
ent.  Is  our  commerce  ruined,  arc  our  troops  ileftroyeJ,  arc 
Is  of  the  people  vitiated,  is  the  fcnatc  crouiicd  wiih  de- 
are  our  fleets  difarmed,  our, allies  betrayed,  and  cjr  c::e- 
lortcd   without  a  crime  r  Was  there  r.o  c;ruii»tv  oi  ^r.v 
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crime  coinniiUcd^  when  it  was  moved  to  pe  his  Mbjdja 

mi&  this  pcrfon  from  his  councils  for  ever  f 

It  has  been  obfcrved,  my  Lords,  that ^  bvtths  figfui 

dead  body  can  warrant  a  purfuit  after  the  murderer )  hue  din  ka 
ceiEon  fuflicient  for  the  prefent  purpofe  i  for  if,  upoo  the  601 
murdered  perfon,  the  murderer  may  kw^ulty  he  cnquirid  rfMj 
thofe  who  are  realonably  fufpedcd  detained  and  eiuiiiined  i  widi  < 
reafon,  my  Lords,  may  the  furvey  of  a  mined  oatioiit  ft 
preflcd  with  burthenfome  taxes,  devoured  by  the 
ftanding  army,  funk  into  contempt  in  every  foreign  ooiiiti 
pining  at  the  daily  decay  of  its  commerce,  and  the  daily 
tion  of  its  oppreflbrs,  incite  us  to  an  enquiry  after  the  author  < 
miierics. 

It  is  aflcrted,  that  no  man  ought  to  be  called  into  queftion  k 
crime,  who  is  not  fufpeded  of  having  committed  iu  Thii 
Lords,  is  a  rule  not  only  reafoaaUe  in  itfelf,  but  fo  narurally  diA 
that  I  believe  it  never  yet  was  broken  ;  and  am  certain,  no  mai 
be  charged  with  the  violation  of  it,  for  accufing  this  pcrte 
enemy  to  his  country. 

But  he  that  declares  his  fufpicion,  may  he  called  upoo  to  H 
upon  what  b£h  it  is  founded  j  nor  will  this  part  of  the  law  pr 
any  difficulty  in  the  prefent  cafe,  for  as  every  man  in  the  natio 
pcAs  this  pcrfon  of  the  moft  enormous  crimes,  every  man  canpr 
fufficicnt  arguments  to  jufiify  his  opinion. 

On  ail  other  occ^iions,  my  Lords,  public  fame  is  allowed 
wcij^hr  i  that  :;ny  man  is  univerially  accounted  wicked,  wil 
ilrength  to  th<r  tciKmony  brought  againft  him  for  any  pan 
ofi'cncc  i  and  it  h  at  Ualt  a  fufiicient  reafen  for  calling  any  a 
exair<injiUoii  that  ^  crmic  is  committed,  and  be  is  generally  rq 
to  be  :no  author  ot  it, 

l\.at  this  i)  the  ttatc  oi  the  pcrfon  into  whofe  conduA  the  ' 
mons  4r:'  kww  enquiring,  that  he  is  ccnfured  by  every  oiaa 
k:n^''!«.r:!,  wh  *:l-  icn:::r.ri.t<  2re  net  rcprcfild  by  viiibte  inli 
tnat  he  hai  no  f;  itnds  but  thotc  who  have  fold  their  integrity  I 
piumlcr  of  th;  public,  and  that  all  who  are  not  enemies  lo 
couiury*  have,  Tx  many  )rar«,  inceflanUy  ftruggied  to  dra| 
down  from  the  pinnacle  of  power,  and  expofe  h*  to  that  puaiA 
which  he  has  lb  long  defen-ed,  and  fo  long  J,  is  evident  b 
cootradicUon. 
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k  not  therefore  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  certainty 
rime  which  is  proved  to  the  convi&ion  of  every  honeft  mind  ; 
IOC  be  faid  that  it  is  unreafonable  to  fufped  this  man,  whom  the 
of  the  people,  a  voice  always  to  be  reverenced,  has  fo  long 

UKd. 

t  mediod  of  procuring  evidence  againft  him  by  an  z&  of  in- 
j  has  been  reprefcnted  by  the  noble  Lord  as  not  agreeable  to 
or  to  law :  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  I  am'  far  from  ima*. 
myielf  able  to  contend  with  him  ;  but  I  think  it  may  not  be 
Mr  to  obferve,  that  a  perfon  of  the  higheft  eminence  in  that 
ion,  whofe  long  ftudy  and  great  abilities  give  his  decifions  an 
imon  claim  to  authority  and  veneration,  and  who  was  alwa}'S 
sred  in  this  Houfi;  with  the  higheft  regard,  appears  to  have  ^0- 
cd  a  very  difierent  opinion. 

as  declared  by  him,  without  the  leaft  reftrldlion,  that  all  means 
awfiil  which  tended  to  the  difcovery  of  truth,  and  therefore  tht 

may  juftly  expe£l  that  extraordinary  methods  ihould  be  ufed 
iccaiions  of  uncommon  importance. 

'  does  this  expedient  appear  to  me  very  remote  from  the  daily 
:c  of  promifing  pardon  to  thieves,  on  condition  that  they  will 
discoveries  by  which  their  confederates  may  be  brought  to 
• 

e  examine  only  the  equity  of  this  procedure,  without  regard  fo 
amples  of  former  times,  it  appears  to  me  eafily  defenfible;  for 
an  be  more  rational  than  to  break  a  confederacy  of  wretches 
aed  for  the  deitru^lion  of  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  by  dividing 
dcreft,  and  making  ufe,  for  the  public  good,  of  that  regard  for 
wn  (afety,  which  has  fwallowed  up  every  other  principle  of 
I 

admitted  that  wickednefs  ought  to  be  puniflied,  and  it  is  uni- 
f  known  that  punilhmcnt  muft  be  preceded  by  dete6tion ;  any 
1  therefore  that  promotes  the  difcovery  of  crimes  may  be  con« 

as  advantageous  to  the  public. 

there  is  no  wickednefs  of  which  the  pernicious  conf<N)uence8 
R  eztenfive,  there  are  none  which  ought  more  diligently  to  be 
iedt  or  more  fevercly  puniflied,  than  that  of  thofe  men  who 
Bicd  to  abufe  the  power  which  their  country  has  put  into  their 
(  bat  how  they  can  be  convicted  by  any  other  means  than  thofe 
mt  now  propofedy  I  confcfs  myfelf  unable  to  difcover  i  for  by 
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The  bill  therefore  is,  my  Lords,  at  leaft  uaneeeflkrjt  ao'  > 
Aorttion  not  neceflary  ought  al%irays  to  be  rejeAed,  becatife  ■ 
can  forefee  all  the  confequcnces  of  new  meafuret,  or  cm  know 
evils  they  may  create,  or  what  fubfequcnt  changes  they  may 
duce.  The  alteration  of  one  part  of  a  fyftem  naturally  rcqoif 
alteration  of  another. 

But,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  neceffity  for  this  law  noi 
pofed,  is  not  the  ftrong^ft  argument  that  may  be  brought  agai 
for  there  is  in  reality  a  neceffity  that  it  ihould  be  rejected.  J 
and  humanity  are  neccflarily  to  be  fupported,  without  whi< 
fociecy  can  fubfift^  nor  the  life  or  property  of  any  man  be  ci 
with  fecurttyis  and  neither  juftice  nor  humanity  can  truly  be  ) 
refide,  where  a  law  like  this  has  met  with  approbation. 

My  ^ords,  to  profecute  any  man  by  fuch  methods,  is  to 
bear  him  by  the  violence  of  power,  to  take  from  him  ali  the  i 
ties  of  innocciKe,  and  diveft  him  of  all  the  means  of  felf-dc 
It  is  to  hire  againft  him  thofe  whofe[teflimonies  ought  not  to  bci 
ted,  if  they  were  volunurily  produced,  and  of  which,  fure!^ 
thing  will  be  farther  neceflary  to  annihilate  the  validity^  than  t 
ferve  that  they  are  the  dcpofttions  of  men  who  are  villains  b< 
own  confeffioo,  and  of  whom  the  nation  fees,  that  they  ma' 
their  lives  by  a  bold  accufation,  whether  true  or  £iUe. 

That  the  bill  will  indeed  be  effectual  to  ^e  purpofes  dcAgnr 
it  will  croud  the  courts  of  juftice  with  evidence,  and  open  fee 
vkickeJikefs  never  difcovered  before,  I  can  readily  believe; 
cannot  imagine  that  any  man  who  has  cxpofed  his  life  by  any  ft 
crime,  will  mifs  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  (aving  it  by  anocl^ 
ihsll  expe^  my  Lords,  that  villains  of  all  denominations,  w 
now  (kulking  in  private  retreats,  who  are  eluding  the  ofi< 
vjftice,  or  flying  before  the  public  purfuit  of  thccountr)*,  wJi 
themfclves  by  this  eafy  expedient ;  and  that  houfebreakcrs  hig 
^  men«  and  pickpockets,  will  come  up  in  crouds  to  the  bar,  charj 
Earl  of  Orford  as  their  accomplice,  and  plead  this  bill  as  a  ft 
againft  al!  erM|uiry. 

That  thii  fuppofitton,  however  wild  and  exaggerated  it  may 
fn^y  not  be  thought  altogether  chi.nerical,  that  it  may  appca 
how  little  confidrratiofi  this  bill  has  been  drawn,  and  how  a 
miy  be  peivtned  to  the  patronage  of  wickednefr,  I  will  by 
your  Lortflipi  fuch  a  pici  as  may  probably  be  produced  by  ic. 

5  i 
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B  whom  Ike  confcioufncis  of  murder  has  for  fome  time  kept 
mal  terrors,  may  clear  himfelf  for  ever,  by  alledging,  that 
Dnmiffioned  by  the  Earl  of  Orford  to  engage,  with  any  cer- 
y  the  vote  or  intereft  of  the  murdered  perfon ;  that  he  took 
rtnnity  of  a  folitary  place  to  offer  him  the  bribe,  and  pre- 
a  bim  to  comply  with  his  propofals ;  but  diat  finding  him 
;  and  perverle,  filled  with  prejudices  againft  a  wife  and  juft 
ration,  and  inclined  to  obftru£l  the  meafures  of  the  govern- 
e  for  fome  time  expoftulated  with  him ;  and  being  provoked 
mtumelious  reprefentations  of  the  Hate  of  aflFairs,  be  couM 
'X  reftrain  the  ardour  of  his  loyalty,  but  thought  it  proper  to 
from  the  world  a  man  fo  much  inclined  to  fpread  feditioa 
he  people ;  and  that  therefore  finding  the  place  convenient^ 
nly  rufhed  upon  him  and  cut  his  throat. 
,  my  Lords,  might  the  murderer  reprelent  his  cafe,  perhaps, 
any  poiEbility  of  a  legal  confutation ;  thus  might  the  moft 
s  villainies  cfcape  cenfure,  by  the  afEftance  of  impudence 
ling. 

I  like  this,  my  Lords,  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  profcription  ; 
of  a  citizen  is  apparently  (et  to  fale,  and  evidence  is  hired, 
I  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  may  be  deftroyed  with  equal 

ipparent,  my  Lords,  that  they  by  whom  this  bill  is  pro- 
El  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  noble  perfon  mentioned  in 
lilty  of  all  thofe  crimes  of  which  he  is  fufpe£fed ;  a  fuppo- 
ly  Lords,  which  it  is  unjuft  to  make,  and  to  which  neither 
nor  the  laws  of  our  country,   will  give  countenance  or 

f  Lords,  will  much  more  equitably  fuppofe  him  innocent ;  I 
iofe  that  he  has,  throughout  all  the  years  of  his  adminiftra- 
adily  profecuted  the  beft  ends,  by  the  bcft  means  ;  that  if  ha 
stimes  been  miftaken  or  difappointed,  it  has  been  neither  by 
igence  or  ignorance,  but  by  falfe  intelligence,  or  accidents 
e  forefeen ;  and  that  he  has  never  either  facrificed  his  coun- 
Mivate  intereft,  or  procured,  by  any  illegal  methods,  the 
5  and  fopport  of  the  legiflature ;  and  I  will  afk  your  Lord- 
licther,  if  this  character  be  juft,  the  bill  ought  to  be  pafled, 
bt  not  but  every  man*s  confcience  will  inform  him,  that  it 
» be  rqedicd  with  the  udsoft  indignation. 
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a  Tcrj  frrall  degree  of  artince,  a  man  invefled  wMi  pm 
ipake  every  witncfs  a  partner  of  his  guilty  anci  no  man  will 
to  accufe  him,  without  betraying  himfelf.  In  the  prcfe?ft  c 
evident,  that  the  pcifon  of  whofe  adtions  the  hUl  now  bcfc 
dcfigncd  to  produce  a  more  pcrfc£l  dii'covcry,  has  bcvn  c< 
with  others  in  illegal  meafurcs,  in  meafurcs  which  their  €>¥tn 
obliges  them  to  conceal,  and  which  therefore  the  intcreil 
public  demands  to  be  divulged. 

That  Paxton  has  didributcd  large  fums  for  pttrpofes  w 
dares  not  difcover,  we  are  informed  by  the  reports  of  the  (rcr 
mittee ;  and  I  fuppofe  every  body  fufpedh  that  they  were  i\\ 
m  rewards  for  fervices  which  the  nation  thinks  not  very  mcr 
and  I  believe  no  man  will  a(k  what  rcafon  can  be  allnigcd 
fiifpicions. 

But  fince  it  may  be  poffibly  fuggeded  that  Paxton  expend 
Aims  contrary  to  bis  mafter's  dirc«Hion,  or  without  his  km 
it  ma]^  be  demanded,  whether  fuch  an  aflertion  would  not  b 
parent  proof  of  a  very  criminal  degree  of  negligence  in  a 
tniiled  with  the  care  of  the  public  treafure  ? 

l*hus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  in  my  opinion  evident,  that 
has  concurred  in  meafurcs  which  his  fervile  agent,  the  m 
tool  of  wickedncfs,  is  afraid  toconfefs,  or  that  he  has  (>.h  J 
ligent  of  his  truft,  and  fufiered  the  treafure  of  the  nation  to  I 
dered  by  the  roeancfi  wretches  without  account. 

That  the  latter  part  of  the  accufation  is  undoubtedly 
report  of  the  Commons  cannot  but  convince  us.     It  appi 
lor  near  eight  years,  Paxton  was  fo  high  in  confidence^  tbs 
count  was  demanded  from  him ;  he  bellowed  penfions  at 
be  was  furroundcd,  like  his  mafter,  by  his  idolaters ;  and 
isitigue  of  cringing  in  one  place,  had  an  opportunity  of  pi 
with  tite  taxes  of   the    nation^  the    gratification  of  vn 
another, 

I  prefume,  my  Lords  that  no  man  dares  afiert  fuch  a 
negle£^  of  h  important  an  ofice,  to  be  not  criminal  in  a  i 
degree  ;  to  fleal  in  private  houfes  that  which  is  received  in 
felony  by  the  flatates  of  our  country ;  and  furely  the  weal 
public  ought  not  to.be  lefs  fecured  '  T  it  of  indttidi 
ought  he  that  connifct  at  robbery  to  be  I  with  more  le 

ibcfobb^r^  ... 
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ercfere,  my  Lords,  as  I  cannot  but  approve  of  the  bill,  I  move 
C  may  be  read  a  ftrcond  time  ;  and  I  hope  the  rci Tons  which  I 
iffered,  when  joined  with  others,  which  I  expect  to  hear  from 
ot'  a  greater  experience,  knowledge  and  capacity,  will  induce 
!#cirdfl)ips  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 

J  Hervev  fpokc/ncxt  to  this  effect: — My  Lords,  as  the  bill 
eforc  us  is  of  a  new  kind,  upon  an  occafion  no  lef:>  new,  I  have 
/cured  to  bcfiow  upon  it  a  proportionate  degree  or  attention, 
ave  ccnfidcrcd  it  in  all  the  li^^hts  in  which  I  could  place  it ;  I 
in  niy  imac^ination,  connected  with  it  all  the  circum{t;ince8 
rhich  :t  if  accompanied,  and  all  the  confequcnces  that  it  may 
ce  cither  to  the  prefent  age,  or  to  futurity  ;  but  the  longer  I  rc- 
pcn  ir,  the  more  firmly  am  I  determined  to  oppofe  it ;  nor  has 
ration  any  other  effect,  than  to  croud  my  thouglits  with  new 
rnts  againft  it,  and  to  heighten  diflike  to  detcilation. 
Duft,  my  Lords,  immediately  occur  to  every  man  at  the  firft 
Ml  of  the  method  of  proceeding  now  propofed,  that  it  is  fuch 
hing  but  extreme  neceflity  can  vindicate ;  that  the  noble  per- 
ainil  whom  it  is  contrived,  mull  b^  a  monftcr  burthenfome  to 
3rld  ;  that  his  crimes  mud  be  at  once  public  and  enormous, 
at  he  has  been  already  condemned  by  all  maxims  of  juftice, 
1  he  has  had  the  fubtiity  to  efcape  by  fome  unforefeen  defect  in 
rxns  of  law.  It  might  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  there 
be  mod  evident  marks  of  guilt  in  the  condu<5t  of  the  man  thus 
ed,  that  he  fled  from  the  judice  of  his  country,  that  he  had 
f  fuborncd  witneflcs  in  his  favour,  or  had  by  fome  artihce  cer- 
kfiown,  obilructed  the  evidence  that  was  to  have  been  brought 
I  hiaa.  It  might  at  leaft  be  reafonably  conceived,  that  his 
%  were  of  fuch  a  kind  as  might  in  their  own  nature  eafily  be 
alcdy  and  that  therefore  fome  extraordinary  meafures  were  ne- 
f  for  the  difcovery  of  wickednefs  which  lay  out  of  the  reach  of 
ton  enquiry. 

C,  my  Lords,  none  of  thefe  circumftances  can  be  now  alledged ; 
ETC  is  no  certainty  of  any  crime  committed,  nor  any  appearance 
nfeioufnefs  or  fcar  in  the  perfon  accufed,  who  fets  his  enemies 
fauice  in  full  fccurity,  and  declines  no  legal  trir.1  of  his  pad 
0  ;  of  which  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  they  have  by  the  na- 
of  his  employments  been  fo  public,  that  they  may  eafrly  be 
intd  without  recouWcr  to  a  new  Jaw  to  facilitate  di(cov«i\^%. 

K4  *    -Wv^ 
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The  bill  therefore  is,  my  Lords,  at  V  icdEujt  vii  1 

iiovttion  not  neceflary  ought  always  to  be  reje  ^  becaufii  ■ 
can  forefce  all  the  confequences  of  new  meaTuret,  or  can  kncni 
evils  they  may  create,  or  what  fubfequent  changes  they  may 
duce.  The  alteration  of  one  part  of  a  fyflem  naturally  reqaii 
alteration  of  another. 

But,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  neceffity  for  diis  law  no« 
pofed,  is  not  the  ftrongeft  argument  that  may  be  brought  agai 
for  there  is  in  reality  a  neceffity  that  it  ihould  be  rejcdcd.  J 
and  humanity  are  neceflarily  to  be  fupported,  wilboiit  whti 
focicty  can  fubfift,  nor  the  life  or  property  of  any  man  be  c 
with  fecuritjM  and  neither  juftice  nor  humanity  can  truly  be  l 
refide,  where  a  law  like  this  has  met  with  approbation. 

My  fiords,  to  profccute  any  man  by  fuch  methods,  is  to 
bear  him  by  the  violence  of  power,  to  take  from  him  all  the  i 
tics  of  innocence,  and  diveft  him  of  all  the  means  of  fclf-dc 
It  is  to  hire  againft  him  thofe  whofelteflimonies  ought  not  to  be  j 
ted,  if  they  were  voluntarily  produced,  and  of  which,  furcl^ 
thing  will  be  farther  neceflary  to  annihilate  the  validity,  than  1 
fervc  that  they  are  the  depofltions  of  men  who  are  villains  b 
own  confeflion,  and  of  whom  the  nation  fees,  that  ihcy  ma* 
their  lives  by  a  bold  accufation,  whether  true  or  fiiUe. 

I'hat  the  bill  will  indeed  be  effectual  to  tbe  purpofes  dcfigne 
ic  v/ill  croud  the  courts  of  juftice  with  evidence,  and  open  fee 
Vrickcilners  never  ilifcovered  before,  I  can  readily  believe; 
cannot  imagine  that  any  man  who  has  cxpofed  his  life  by  any  A 
crimCf  will  mifs  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  faving  it  by  anoch 
(hall  expe£t,  my  Lords,  that  villains  of  all  denominations  w 
now  ficulking  in  private  retreats,  who  are  eluding  the  oft< 
vifticc,  or  flying  before  the  public  purfuit  of  thecountrY*  wdi 
f lienifclvf s  by  this  cafy  expedient ;  and  that  houfebreakcrs  hig 
^  mm,  and  pickpockets,  will  come  up  in  crouds  to  the  bar,  chaq 
Ldkrl  of  Orford  as  their  accomplice,  and  plead  this  biU  as  a  ft 
againft  all  enquiry. 

That  chi^  fu|)por;tion,  however  wilJ  and  exaggerated  it  may 
ruy  not  be  thought  altogether  chiinerical,  that  it  may  appca 
h-^w  !itt!e  confidrration  this  bill  has  been  drawn,  and  how  ci 
r<iy  be  [leivfrted  to  the  patronage  of  wickedneis,  I  will  by 
you:  Lurd&ips  tucb  s  pk4  M  may  probably  be  produced  by  it. 
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n  whom  Ifae  conrciourncfs  of  murder  has  for  fome  time  kept 
terrors,  may  clear  himielf  for  ever,  by  alledging,  that 
miflioned  by  the  ilarl  of  Orford  to  engage,  with  any  cer- 
I9  the  vote  or  intereft  of  the  murdered  perfon ;  that  he  took 
Mtanity  of  a  folitary  place  to  offer  him  the  bribe,  and  pre- 
m  him  to  comply  with  his  propofals ;  but  that  finding  him 
D  and  perverie,  filled  widi  prejudices  againft  a  wife  and  juft 
tration,  and  inclined  to  obftrud  the  meafures  of  the  govern- 
le  for  fome  time  expoftuhted  with  him ;  and  bdng  provoked 
ootumelious  reprefentations  of  the  fiate  of  a(&irs,  he  couM 
cr  reftrain  die  ardour  of  his  loyalty,  but  thought  it  proper  to 
from  the  world  a  man  fo  much  inclined  to  fpread  fedidoa 
the  people ;  and  that  therefore  finding  the  place  convenient^ 
nly  rulhed  upon  him  and  cut  his  throat. 
,  my  Lords,  might  the  murderer  reprefent  his  cafe,  perhaps, 
any  poffibility  of  a  legal  confutation ;  thus  might  the  moft 
m  villainies  efcape  cenfure,  by  the  affiftance  of  impudence 
ning. 

11  like  this,  my  Lords,  is  nothing  lels  than  a  profcripdon  ; 
I  of  a  cidzen  is  apparendy  fet  to  fale,  and  evidence  is  hired, 
h  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  may  be  deftroyed  with  equal 

apparent,  my  Lords,  that  they  by  whom  this  bill  is  pro- 
A  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  noble  perfon  mentioned  in 
ailty  of  all  thofe  crimes  of  which  he  is  fufpe£fed ;  a  fuppo- 
ny  Lords,  which  it  is  unjuft  to  make,  and  to  which  neither 
the  laws  of  our  country,   will  give  countenance  or 


f  Lords,  will  much  more  equitably  fuppofe  him  innocent ;  I 
pofe  that  he  has,  throughout  all  the  years  of  his  adminiftra- 
adily  profecuted  the  beft  ends,  by  the  bcft  means  ;  that  if  he 
ctimes  been  miftaken  or  difappointcd,  it  has  been  neither  by 
ligenceor  ignorance,  but  by  falfe  intelligence,  or  accidents 
c  ibrefeen ;  and  that  he  has  never  either  facrificed  his  coun- 
private  intereft,  or  procured,  by  any  illegal  methods,  the 
c  and  fopport  of  the  legiflature ;  and  I  will  afk  your  Lord- 
liether,  if  this  charader  be  juft,  the  bill  ought  to  be  pafled, 
ibc  not  but  every  man*s  confcience  will  inform  him,  that  it 
>  be  rgcded  with  the  utmoft  indignation. 
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The  reafon,  my  Lords,  for  which  it  ought  ^  hi  rejciSMt  i 
dently  this,  (hat  it  may  bring  innocence  into  dai  ;cr«  But,  «y 
etcry  man  before  his  trial  is  to  be  fuppofcd  innocent,  and  th 
no  man  ought  to  be  expofed  to  the  ha/^nrds  of  a  trial,  by  w)tt 
tue  and  wiclcednefs  are  reduced  to  a  level.  A  bill  Kkc  thisei 
be  marked  out  as  the  utmoft  effort  of  malice,  as  a  ffieciesof 
never  known  before,  and  as  a  method  of  profecttticn  irhi 
Houfe  has  ccnfured, 

I  did  not,  indeed,  cxpecSl  from  thofe  who  have  fo  Ion;  cb 
with  inceflant  vehemence  againll  the  meafures  of  the  minifii 
an  open  confcdionof  theii  own  weakncfs^  Nothing,  my  Lords, 
frequently  urged,  or  fo  wjrnr.ly  exaggerated,  as  the  impc£b 

*  procuring  evidence  againft  a  man  in  power  •,  nothing  w^  mc 
Adently  afltrted,  than  that  his  guilt  would  be  ealily  proved  wl 
authority  was  at  an  end  ;  and  that  even  his  own  agenu  would 
detedt  him,  when  they  were  no  longer  dcprrulant  upiin  his  fivi 

The  time,  my  Lords,  fo  long  expec^d,  r.nd  (o  ardcntlr 
is  at  length  come  ;  this  nuble  perfon  whom  thry  have  u»  long 
with  declamations,  invectives,  and  general  rcproache*«  has^i 
lefigned  thofe  oflBces  which  fet  h  ni  above  punilhment  or  ti 
is  now  without  any  other  fecurity  than  that  by  which  eve 
man  is  (heltercd  from  oprrcfTioi*.,  the  public  protc«flion  vi  t 
of  his  country  ^  but  be  is  yet  round  impregnable,  he  is  }ct 
let  his  enemiis  at  d.*r::.r/  e  ;  an  J  they  have  therefore  now,  wi 
fagacity,  contrived  a  nit  ihod  by  which  he  may  be  diveftc^. 
common  privileges  of  a  focial  bcin?,  and  may  be  hunted  hk 
beaft,  without  defence,  and  without  p:ty. 

WhcfL',  mv   Lords>  i'v.\  it  b*- c  xj^e^lrj  that  mulice  l.ke 
find  an  end  f  U  it  not  reafonabic  to  imjgiiiic  that  if  they  (k 
giatificd  in  this  demand,  and  (iKuild  find  even  this  expedicn 
by  the  abilities  which  they  have  io  oftrn  encounteied  with 

•  ctfs,  they  would  proceed  to  meafures  \*ct  more  atrocious  an 
htm  without  evidence,  whom  they  call  to  a  tiiid  without  acti 

it  has  been  obfcrved  by  the  noble  Ix'rd  who  Ijwke  bli,  iJ 
are  crimes  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Secret  Commitu 
I^ioufe  of  Commons  or  that  at  leall  fuch  Ults  are  ailett 
that  an  acculation  may  by  eafy  deduAions  be  formed  froi 
The  report  of  thzt  commiuee,  my  Lords,  with  whatever 
lioa  it  may  be  mentioned,  by  thdc  wbofe  purpofes  it  ba 
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r,  er  of  whatever  importance  it  may  be  in  the  other  Houfc,  is 
aocfalng  but  a  pamphlet  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  evidence,  or 
iri  as  a  wridnz  of  authority.  It  is  only  an  account  of  facts  ot 
h  we  know  not  how  they  were  collected,  and  which  every  one 
admit  or  tcjcA  at  his  own  choice,  till  they  are  afcertained  br. 
er  evidence  at  our  own  bar,  and  which  thcrerorc  ought  not  to 
CRce  our  opinion  in  the  preient  debate. 

lor  IS  the  bill,  my  Lords,  only  founded  upon  principles  incoo- 
B  witli  the  confiitution  of  this  nation,  ;:pparcntly  tending  to  the 
aducllon  of  a  new  fpccics  ot  opprcfTion,  but  is  in  itfelf  fuch  as 
BDC  be  ratified  without  injury  to  the  honour  of  this  greaf 
wib!y. 

I  examining  the  bill,  my  Lords,  I  thii.k:  it  not  nccc.Tary  to  dwell 
■  the  more  minute  and  trivial  defccrs  of  the  ortiio^raphy  and  ex* 
Eon,  thcugh  they  are  fqch  as  might  jii::ly  c,i^c  occafion  tor 
eding  that  they  by  whom  it  was  written,  were  no  Icfs  ft  rangers 
our  lancua^  than  to  our  conilitution.  'I'lierc  nre  errors  or 
boods  which  it  more  nearly  concerns  us  to  detect,  arjd  to  which 
cannot  give  any  fanclion,  without  an  evident  dimiriu;ion  of  our 
A  authcfrity. 

il  declares,  my  Lord?,  that  there  is  now  an  enquiry  depcncinj 
Bic  the  Senate,  an  afilTtion  evidently  filll,  for  thi:  enq.iiry  is  only 
■e  the  Commons.  Whether  this  was  inl'crtcd  bv  mitlakc  or 
ipi,  whether  it  was  intended  to  infinuatc  that  the  whole  fenatorial 
wras  comprifed  in  the  Houfc  of  Common^,  or  to  pcrfuade  the 
that  your  Lordfliips  concurred  with  them  i;i  this  enquiry,  it 
pofibic  to  determine ;  but  fi:icc  it  is  lalfc  i:i  cither  iLnUcy  it 
^  not  to  receive  our  confirmation. 

\f  we  fliould  pafs  the  bill  in  its  prcfcnt  fr^tc,  we  (hould  not  only 
jare  our  approbation  of  the  nicafures  Iiiihcrto  purfucd  by  the 
iiiiinons,  by  which  it  has  been  already  proved,  by  the  noble  and 
raed  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  againft  the  bill,  that  they  have  not  only  * 
fated  the  law,  but  invaded  the  priviie;ics  of  this  Houfc.  We 
Hdd  DOC  only  cftablilh  for  ever  in  a  committee  of  the  Houfc  of 
the  power  of  examining  upon  oath  by  an  el u five  and 
y  expedient,  but  wc  fhould  in  efrcct  vote  away  our  own 
give  up  at  once  all  authoVity  in  the  government,  and 
ao  imlimited  power,  by  acknowledging  them  the  Senate, 
nt  which  might  in  a  very  ihort  time  be  quoted 
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tgtinft  iis,  and  from  wdiich  it  would  am  be  taTjr  fbr  «t  ii«l 
eurCdves. 

It  his  ixsdccd  been  remarked,  that  tkere  large  tun  ef  i 

diiburfed  without  account,  and  the  public  it  ufrrftwmi  m 
rentlj  injured,  either  by  fraud  or  negligence  ;  boc  it  is  aoln 
bcrcd  that  none  but  his  Majefty  has  a  right  to  enquire  imn  dl 
tribution  of  the  revenue  appropriated  to  dK  iiapport  of  hh  bmi 
dignity,  and  the  payment  of  his  fervants,  and  which  thcrdbie  c 
With  any  degree  be  called  public  money,  or  foil  voder  the  cop 
of  thofe  whom  it  concerns  to  infpe£l  the  national  accovnis.  1 
tlie  civil  lift  rouft  be  exempt  from  enquiries,  or  hia  Mayefty  w 
leduced  to  a  ftate  below  that  of  the  memneft  of  his  fubjcds ;  1 
ci^y  neither  freedom  or  property,  and  muft  be  debarred  fa 
from  thofc  bleffings  which  he  is  mccflantly  labouring  to  fagi 
others. 

There  is  likewife  another  confideration  which  my  regard  fa 
honour  of  this  Aflembly  fuggefted  to  mc,  and  of  which  I  dod 
but  that  all  your  Lordfliips  will  allow  the  imporunce.  The 
peribn  who  is  pointed  out  in  this  bill  as  a  public  criminal^  and  i 
all  the  villains  of  the  kingdom  are  invited  to  accuie,  is  inveftec 
the  (ame  honours  as  ourfelves,  and  has  a  fon  who  has  for  manj 
poiLfl'ed  a  feat  amongft  us  i  let  us  not  therefore  coiKur  wit 
Commons  to  load  our  own  Houfc  with  infamy,  and  to  pfp| 
ftpioach,  which  will  at  laft  fix  upon  ourfelvet. 

Innumerable  are  the  objeAions,  my  Lords,  which  might  i 
urged,  and  urged  without  any  pofibility  of  reply  *,  but  aa  I  hai 
ready  been  heard  with  fo  much  patieiKc*  I  think  what  has  bei 
ready  mentioned  fofiicient  to  determine  the  queftion :  and  aa  1 
not  but  the  other  dcfe£H  and  abfurdities  will  be  obfervcd,  if 
neccflary,  by  (bme  other  Lords,  I  (hall  prefume  only  to  add,  t 
the  bill  appears  to  me  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  nation^  i 
common  iuftice  of  fociety,  and  to  the  general  reafon  of  nuu 
%s  it  muft  naturally  eftablifti  a  precedent  of  oppreflion,  and  cc 
a  fpccics  of  authority  in  the  other  Houfe  which  was  either 
claimed  before,  or  always  denied ;  as  I  think  tfie  moft  notorioi 
public  criminal  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  that  method  of  di 
which  the  eftablifti  cuftoms  of  our  country  allrw  him,  and  h 
the  perfon  mentior^  in  this  bill  to  deierve  n  applaufea  aa 
wards  than  ccnfures  and  puiuftimems»  I  d  ffaif  obligcri  I 
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k.i^  and  hope  to  find  your  Lordfliips  unanimous  in  the  (ame 


the  Duke  of  Arc ylb  anfwered  in  fnbftance  as  follows  :— 
l&Qffds,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  queftion,  I  have  iitde 
b  that  it  will  he  unanimoufly  decided^  becaufe  I  have  reafon  to 
1^  Aac  (bme  Lords  have  conceived  prejudices  againft  the  billy  which 
per  them  from  difcovering  either  its  reafonablenefs  or  its  neceffity ; 
Nb  convinced  that  others  who  approve  the  bill,  can  fupport  their 
by  arguments  from  which,  as  they  cannot  be  confuted,  they 
will  recede. 

arguments  ^ich  have  influenced  my  opinion,  I  will  lay  be* 
fe  your  LortUhips,  and  doubt  not  of  (hewing  that  I  am  very  far 
m  giving  way  to  perfonal  malice,  or  the  prejudices  of  oppofi- 
■l  and  that  1  regard  only  the  voice  of  reafon,  and  the  call  of 
raation. 

Cilmne6  and  impartiality,  my  Lords,  have  been  with  great  pro* 
'mj  rccoomiended  to  us  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firfl  in  this 
taae  ;  and  I  hope  he  will  difcovcr  by  the  moderation  with  which  I 
il  deliver  my  fentiments  on  this  occafion,  how  much  I  reverence 
I  fwcepcs,  and  how  willingly  I  yield  to  his  authority. 
1  am  at  lead  certain,  that  I  have  hitherto  liftened  to  die  argu- 
ms  that  have  been  offered  on  either  fide  with  an  attention  void  of 
ijidific  ;  I  have  repreflcd  no  motions  of  convidion^  nor  abftrafled 
f  mind  from  any  difficulty,  to  avoid  the  labour  of  folving  it:  I 
M  been  Iblicitous  to  furvey  every  pofition  in  its  whole  extent,  and 
Ke  it  to  iu  rcmoteft  confequences  ;  I  have  afEfled  the  arguments 
fiaBt  the  bill  by  favourable  fuppofitions,  and  imaginary  circum- 

and  have  endeavoured  to  diveft  my  own  opinion  of  fome 

It  and  accidental  advantages,  that  I  might  view  it  in  a  ftate 
fc  likdy  to  attrad  regard ;  and  yet  I  cannot  find  any  reafon  by 
Bdi  I  could  juilify  myfelf  to  my  country  or  my  confcience,  if  I 
concur  in  rejc£ting  this  bill,  or  ihould  not  endeavour  to 
eit. 

I  an  not  unacquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  difficulties  that  ob- 
«fi  tile  knowledge  of  our  own  hearts,  and  cannot  deny  that  indi- 
lioa  waj  be  fometimes  miflaken  for  convi£Uon  ;  and  men  even 
ife  aid  boneft,  may  imagine  then^.felves  to  believe  what,  in  reality, 
tf  oolj  wifli :  but  this,  my  Lords,  can  only  happen  for  want  of 
or  OQ  fuddcn  emergencies,  when  it  is  necefTary  to  deter- 

mvcA 
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I  hifc  never  heard  that  anj  man  Wit  ic  1  oauftakefiKl 
far  a  general  ad  of  graoet  or  that  the  co  i  of  anjr  crin 

procured  by  it,  except  of  thofe  which  it  ended  to  del 

have  never  been  infbnnedy  that  anj  miirdertr  was  bleflbd  m 
acuteneft  of  the  noUe  Lord,  or  thouigbt  of  flying  lo  fuch  an 
to  a  cooiinon  Ihelter  for  villainy.  Such  fuppofidons,  my  Locd 
be  intended  only  to  prolong  a  controverfy  and  weary  an  opp 
nor  can  fuch  trifling  exaggerations  contribute  to  any  other  en 
of  dilcovering  the  fierdlity  of  toiagination,  and  the  exttbeia 
eloquence. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  think  paffion  and  negligence  i 
culpable  in  a  debate  like  this  ;  and  cannot  fxbear  to  recoi 
ierioulhcf:»  and  attention,  with  the  fame  seal,  with  which  modi 
and  impartiality  have  already  been  inculcated*  He  that  entin 
regards  the  qucftion  in  debate,  who  thinks  it  too  trivial  for  a 
«lifcui&on,  and  fpeiiks  upon  it  with  the  Cune  fuperiicial  gaict] 
which  he  would  rcUte  the  change  of  a  falbion,  or  the  tncidcni 
bait,  is  not  very  likely,  either  to  difcovcr  or  propagate  the 
and  i%  lefs  to  be  pardoned,  than  he  who  is  betrayed  by  pafio 
abfurdities,  as  it  is  lefs  criminal  to  injure  our  country  by  xes 
by  contempt. 

1  hat  bills,  without  any  cficntial  difference  from  that  whidi 
before  us,  have  been  pafled  in  favour  of  private  companies,  is 
putably  certain ;  it  is  ccnain  that  they  ne%'er  produced  any 
tBkCkf  than  fuch  a^  were  expected  from  them  by  thofe  who  pri 
them.  It  t»  eviiiciUy  that  the  fare  of  the  nation  is  more  \ 
of  our  regard  tluti  any  fepaiate  company ;  that  the  whole,  o4 
importance  than  a  part  ^  and  therefore  the  lame  meaiiires  may  t 
ufed  with  (ar  greater  juilice,  and  yaA  equal  probability  of  fnci 

The  ncceflity  of  the  law  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  canao 
plainly  appear,  than  by  refleAi  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  pleai 
uk  of  for  rcfiifing  it,  which,  coi  idered  iii  the  whole,  cootai 
this  afiertion.  That  the  fecurity  F  one  man  is  to  be  preAi 
juftice,  to  truth,  to  public  (  ity  ^  that  a  precedent  is  rathe 
ellabhflied,  which  will  for  ever  Iter  every  future  mtmifcer  h 
laws  of  our  countrv ;  and  that  all  our  mileries  are  rather  In  IM 
in  filence,  or  bmented  in  imp<  ^ce,  than  the  man,  wkc 
whole  nation  agrees  to  accufe  as  the  author  of   km,  (bouM 


■to 
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hasird  of  a  trial,  even  before  tbofe  whofB  cvkry  tic  of 

long  condnued  afiedion  has  united  to  hioi. 

objefled,  that  hj  paffing  this  bill,  we  {hall  transfer  the 

of  trying  him  to  the  other  Houfe ;  that  we  {hail  give  up 

eget  for  ever,  ered  a  new  court  of  judicature,  and  overturn 

iOitidn. 

kmg  obferved,  my  Lords,  how  vain  it  is  to  argue  againft 
ofe  refolutions  are  determined  by  extrinfic  motives,  and  have 
tg  acquainted  with  the  art  of  difguifing  obftinacy,  by  an  ap-- 
of  reafons  that  have  no  weight,  even  in  the  opinion  of  him 
I  they  are  offered,  and  of  raifmg  clouds  of  objections,  which, 
rft  reply,  will  certainly  be  diffipated,  but  which,  at  leaft,  fill 
di  for  a  time,  and  preferve  the  difputant  from  the  reproach 
injg  to  an  opinion,  in  vindication  of  which  he  had  nothing 

is  kind  is  the  objeSion  which  I  am  now  to  remove,  though 
c  it  only  to  make  way  for  another,  for  thofe  can  never  be 
who  can  fadsfy  themfelves  with  arguments  like  this ;  how- 
»fe  chat  ofier  it  exped  it  (hould  be  anfwered,  and  if  it  (hould 
d  over  in  the  debate,  will  boaft  of  its  irrefragability,  and 
diaC  they  have  gained  the  vi<^ory  by  the  fuperiority  of  their 
^  rattier  than  of  their  numbers, 

we  (hall,  by  palling  this  bill,  give  the  Commons  a  power 
bey  want  at  prefcnt,  is  unqueilionably  evident  -,  but  we  (hall 
rieve  that  which  they  were  never  known  to  want  before,  the 
f  producing  evidence  ;  evidence  which  we,  my  Lords,  muft 
■lof  wiiofe  teftimonies  we  (hallreferve  the  judgment  to  our* 
The  Commons  will  only  z&  as  profccutors,  a  charadler  in 
hey  were  never  conceived  to  encroach  upon  our  right.  The 
io(e  conduct  is  the  fubje£t  of  enquiry,  muft  fland  his  trial  at 
;  nor  has  the  bill  any  other  tendency,  than  to  enable  the 
n  to  bring  him  to  it. 

t  can  be  alledged  againfl  this  defign  I  know  not ;  becaufe  I 
Bver  no  oli]e£Uons  which  do  not  imply  guilt,  and  guilt  we  are 
tt  Hierty  to  fuppcfe.  I  am  fo  far  from  preffing  this  bill  from 
of  perfonal  malevolence,  that  I  am  only  doing,  in  the 
mimflcr,  what  I  (hould  ardently  defire  to  be  done  in  my 
ad  what  no  man  would  wi(h  to  obftru6t,  who  was  fupported 
.  n.  L  by 
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%j  z  confcioafners  of  integrity,  i  ^  ttnc  homtt  k 

itputation  which  I  have  always  (o  co     Miiifiuit  of  ana 

I  hope  I  (hall  be  readily  believed  by  yc  r  L  Iflivs,  «hMl 
once  more,  that  I  ihould  not  only  forbear  all  irprfi^'^^  to  a  li 
tended  to  produce  a  fcrutiny  into  my  condud^  but  that  I  ImH 
mote  it  With  all  my  intereft,  and  folicit  all  my  fticnda  to  c^ 
and  fupport  it ;  for  there  was  once  a  time,  my  Lords,  in 
behaviour  was  brought  to  the  teft,  a  time  when  no 
forgotten  by  which  1  might  be  opprefled,  nor  any  method 
procure  accuiations  againft  me. 

Whether  the  prefcnt  cafe  in  every  circumftance  will  ftand  c 
parallel  to  mine,  1  am  very  far  from  prcfuming  to  determine, 
icrvcd  my  country  with  induftry,  fidelity  and  fucccfs,  and  had  iw 
the  illuftrious  tcftimony  of  my  CAnduil,  the  public  thanks  • 
Houfc.  I  was  conllious  of  no  crime,  nor  had  gratified  in  o] 
vices  any  other  paSon  than  my  zeal  for  the  puUic.  I  Ciw  i 
ignominioufly  difcardcd,  and  atuckcd  by  every  method  of  cat 
and  reproach.  Nor  was  the  malice  of  my  enemies  (ativfied  wi 
firoying  my  repuution  without  impairing  my  fortune:  hrAm 
pofe  a  proiiecution  was  projcuked,  >^  wretch  was  foond  out  whi 
gaged  to  accufe  me,  an  1  received  his  pardon  for  no  other  pqi 
nor  did  I  make  any  cppofition  to  it  in  this  Houfe,  though  I  kar 
intent  with  which  it  w:is  procured,  and  was  informed  that  p 
my  eftate  was  allotted  him  to  harden  his  heart,  and  ftrengib 
aflirtions. 

This,  my  LorJ<,  is  furely  a  precedent  which  I  have  a  n| 
quote,  and  which  will  vindicate  me  to  your  I«ordfliipa  froa  ill 
putaiiun  of  partiality  ajul  malignity  i  fince  it  is  apparent,  thK 
only  in  the  cale  c(  another,  what  I  williniely  fubroitted  to»  wh 
enquiry  was  making  into  my  conduct. 

Hut,  :ny  Ix^rds,  this  is  fdLr  from  being  the  only  precedent  * 
nu;'  be  plcaiicd  i:i  favour  of  this  bill  ;  a  bill  which  an  reality  cc 
utiii  the  gcacro!  and  regular  pra£)ice  of  the  eftabliAied  law,  i 
appeal  to  every  cue  that  compares  it  with  the  eighth  feiflioa 
Act  t>.r  preventing  Bnbcry  i  in  whi«.h  it  is  cAaUiOied  as  a  per] 
law,  tr.at  he  who,  ha\;a^  L;kc:i  a  bnl>r,  faoll,  withm  twchre  n 
inrurm  agji::*.!  him  that  gave  it,  flull  be  received  as  anevi 
be  indcmiuncd  from  all  the  co:;f!:qucnccs  of  his  diicovery. 
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ibefe  arguments  of  reafon  and  precedent,  I  will  add  one  of  a 
■cvalent  kind,  drawn  from  motives  of  intereft,  which  ford/ 
our  mtniftcrs  to  favour  the  enquiry,  and  promote  ever/ 
that  might  produce  a  complete  difcudlon  of  the  public 
^  fince  they  would  (hew,  that  they  are  not  afraid  of  the  moft 
IS  fcrutiny,  and  are  above  any  fears  that  the  precedent  which 
e  now  eftaUifliing'  may  revolve  upon  themfelves. 
dude  the  ratification  of  this  bill,  it  was  at  (irft  urged  that 
ras  no  proof  of  any  crime ;  and  when  it  was  (hewn,  that  tMtrt 
I  apparent  mifapplication  of  the  public  money,  it  became  necel^ 
I  determine  upon  a  more  hardy  aiTcrtion,  and  to  filence  malicious 
ert,  by  (hewing  them  how  little  their  arguments  would  bf 
bd.  It  then  was  denied,  with  a  fpirit  worthy  of  the  cau(e  ia  ' 
it  was  exerted,  that  the  civil  lift  was  public  money. 
pntants  like  thcfe,  my  Lords,  are  not  born  to  be  confuted'^;'' i^- 
i  be  to  little  purpofe  that  any  man  (hould  aik,  whether  the 
f  allotted  for  the  civil  lift  was  not  granted  by  the  public,  and 
ler  public  grants  did  not  produce  public  money ;  it  would  be 
ut  any  eSt&j  that  the  ufes  for  which  that  grant  is  made  (hould 
nmerated,  and  the  mifapplication  of  it  openly  proved ;  a  dif- 
Mi^  or  at  leaft  a  negative  would  be  always  at  hand,  and  obftinacy 
aereft  would  turn  argument  afide. 

DO  what  principles,  my  Lords,  wc  can  now  call  out  for  a  proof 
mcSy  and  proceed  in  the  debate  as  if  no  juft  reafon  of  fufpicion 
ppeared,  I  am  not  able  to  conjet^ure ;  here  is,  in  my  opinion, 
demonftrative  proof,  yet  the  ftrongeft  prefumption  of  one  of 
ealcft  crimes  of  which  any  man  can  be  guilty,  the  propagation 
ckedne(s,  of  the  moft  atrocious  breach  of  truft  which  can  be 
^  upon  a  Britifh  minlfter,  a  deliberate  trafEc  for  the  liberties 
» country. 

tfac(e  enormous  villainies,  however  difHcult  it  may  now  feem 
iengage  him  from  them,  I  hope  wc  (hall  fee  reafon  to  acquit  him 
t  bar  of  this  Houfe,  at  which,  if  he  be  innocent,  he  ought  to 
tfiious  of  appearing ;  nor  do  his  friends  confult  his  honour,  by 
erouring  to  withhold  him  from  it;  it'  they,  indeed,  believe  him 
fy  they  may  then  caftly  juftify  their  conduit  to  him,  but  the 
I  wHiy  perhaps,  require  a  more  public  vindication. 
lefey  my  Lords,  are  the  arguments  which  have  Infiuenced  me 
rto  to  sipprove  the  bill  now  before  us,  and  wb'vc\\  >n\\V  cuuut^^ 

L  1  i^vc 
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ChiBir  prevalence,  till  I  ihail  hear  them  confuted ;  mod  findj 
tic  not  altogether  unanfwerable,  they  are  ftirely  of  lb 
tance,  that  the  bill  for  which  they  have  been  produced, 
lowed  to  deferve  at  leaft  a  deliberate  examinationt  And  ■; 
juftly  be  referred  to  a  committee,  in  which  ambiguities  nay 
moved,  and  inadvertencies  corrected. 

Lord  Cholmondeley  fpokc  next  to  the  fioHowin;  poq 
My  Lord^,  This  bill  is  in  my  opinion  fo  far  from  dcferviag 
tMtion,  that  I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  fliould  retard  the  defcffoi 
of  the  Houfe,  by  laying  before  you  the  rcafom  which  influc 
in  this  debate ;  nor  indeed  could  I  prevail  upon  myfeif  to  ca 
t  formal  difcuffion  of  a  qucftion,  on  which  I  fliould  have  11 
that  idl  mankind  would  have  been  of  one  opinion,  did  not  m 
rencc  of  the  abilities  of  thofe  noble  Lords  who  havefpoken  in 
of  the  bill,  incline  mc,  even  againft  the  conviAion  of  my  own 
to  fufped  that  arguments  may  be  oflered  in  its  favour,  which 
ffvof  yet  been  able  to  difcover  ;  and  that  thofe  which  have  bc< 
duced,  however  inconclufivc  they  have  feemed,  will  opefafe 
powerfully  when  they  are  more  fully  dirpla}'ed,  and  better  nndei 

For  this  reafon  I  (hall  lay  before  your  Lordfliips  the  obi 
which  arofe  in  mv  mind  when  the  bill  was  firft  laid  before  t 
which  have  rather  been  ftrcn;;thcned  than  invalidated  bv  th 
qucnt  debate* 

It  appears,  my  J  ord^»  evident  to  me,  that  every  man  has 
to  be  tried  by  the  known  h\v^  of  his  country ;  that  no  man 
juftly  punifhed  by  a  law  ma  Jc  after  the  rommiffion  of  a  fad,  1 
he  then  fuffcrs  bv  a  law,  ajaifift  which  he  never  tranfsreftd: 
any  man  to  be  profcctiicJ  by  inethoJ>  invented  only  to  facih 
comiemnation,  becaufc  h"  oujht  to  be  acquitted,  however  gi 
may  be  fuppoftJ,  whom  the  cftaMifhcd  rules  of  iuftice  cann^ 
Tict.  The  law,  mv  I.'»rJs,  is  the  mcifurc  of  political,  a«  cor 
of  moi.'.l  TKihi ;  n:iil  he  thar  breaks  nn  Ijw,  mav  indeed  he  ci 
but  i>  not  pur.iJluKc.  The  l.iw  likrwife  prefcribes  the  met 
l-rolVnitin^  'juih  ;  anJ  as  \vc,  by  omitting  any  crime  in  nai 
difjMc  ouilclies  from  punifliin::  it,  however  public  or  f!agi 
by  rcjijulatin;;  the  procrfs  in  our  cr.urt*  of  juftice,  we  give  feci 
that  gu:It,  which  by  that  procels  cannot  be  detected. 

l*he  truth  of  thi «i  affcrtiun,  my  Ix>rd<,  however  paradoKidl 

perhaps  appesw,  wiJl  become  tv\dcui/\f  vft  luvv^*^  a^xMiiVra 
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|hv«  whok  guilt  was  unqueftionable,  though  it  could  not  be 
pf  proved,  becaufe  all  diofe  were  dead  who  might  have  appeared 
■ft  him.  It  is  certain  that  his  good  fortune  lyould  give  him  no 
jpp  CD  panlon,  and  yet  he  could  not  be  convi6ied,  uniefs  we  fupi» 
weak  enough  to  accufe  himfelf.  In  this  cafe,  my  Lofds, 
impoffible,  that  fome  might  be  prompted  by  their  zeal  to 
chat  the  foreign  methods  of  juilice  might  be  intrpduc^^  apd 
cmplojed  to  extort  from  his  own  modth  a  confcflion  of  thde 
of  which  every  one  believed  him  guilty. 
IPidi  what  horror,  my  Lords,  fuch  a  propoial  would  be  heard, 
loodijr  it  would  be  cenfured,  and  how  univerlally  reje£led,  I  need 
;  but  muft  oUerve,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  deteftation  would 
principally  from  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  of  expoling  any  m»n  to 
haidihips,  and  diftinguiihing  him  to  his  diiadvantage  from 
of  the  community. 
viUy  my  Lords,  not  be  eafy  to  prove,  that  it  is  le&  agreeable  to 
to  oUige  a  man  to  accufe  himfelf,  than  to  make  ufe  of  ex- 
liriiiary  methods  of  procuring  evidence  againft  him  ;  becauie  the 
pDen  of  fecurity  which  the  law  has  fixed  are  equally  broken  in 
pB  cafe,  and  the  accufed  is  expofed  to  dangers,  from  which  he 
|i  icaibn  to  believe  himfelf  (heltered  by  the  conftitution  of  his 

Tliis  argument,  my  Lords,  I  have  mentioned,  without  endeavour- 
^  to  evince  the  innocence  of  the  pcrfon  whom  this  bill  immediately 
hpris  I  becaufe  the  intent  of  it  is  to  fliew,  that  no  man  is  to  be 
llpiffcd  of  the  common  benefits  oi  the  conditution,  and  that  the 
ikf  have  a  right  to  all  the  advantages  which  the  law  allows  th^m. 
hr  guilt  is  never  to  be  fuppofeJ  till  it  is  proved,  and  it  is  therefore 
^MTtobe  proved  by  new  methods,  merely  becaufe  it  is  fuppofed. 
,That  the  method  of  procuring  evidence  now  propofcd  is  new,  my 
aidk»  I  think  it  no  temerity  to  conclude  ;  becaufe  the  noble  Lords 
|9  have  endeavoured  to  dcfcrtJ  it,  have  produced  no  inftance  of  a 
■did  pndice,  and  their  knowledge  and  acutenefs  is  fuch,  that  they 
m  only  have  failed  to  dJco\cr  tr.cai,  becaufe  they  arc  indeed  no 
hoc  to  be  fouad^ 

la  die  cafe  of  bribery,  my  Lords,  the  perfon  accufv^i  has  the 
arikge^  if  he  be  innocent,  of  profccuting  his  accufcr  fjr  perjury, 
fl^ik  Aeccferc  in  le(s  danger  c:  being  harrafTed  by  a  falfc  Ir^idment. 
Il^  m^  hoids^  this  is  not  the  only  diliercac^  \)^tW*^cu  0[^  Vwc^ 
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cafo ;  kr  1ie  Hint  Sfeovcn  m  bribe  recei%xd  by  himlcK^  I 
mociwt  of  lmei«ft  to  prompt  his  evidence  ;  he  is  only  team 
fuffering  by  his  own  difcovery,  and  might  have  been  cqiodiy 
(Hence  andfecrccy;  fincethe  law  fuppofes  the  crime  ontof  th 
of  dete£Hon,  otherwile  than  by  the  conieffion  of  the  crimiod. 

But  fir  different,  my  Lords,  are  the  circamftances  of  Ad 
are  now  invited  to  throng  the  courts  of  jufttce,  and  ftan  i 
depofitions  and  difcoveries.  They  are  men  fuppofed  criminal 
indemnity  which  is  offered  them ;  and  by  the  nature  of  thnr 
it  is  made  at  kaft  probable,  that  they  are  in  daily  hazard  of  difi 
and  puniihment,  from  which  they  are  fummoned  to  iet  the 
free  for  ever,  by^ccufing  a  man  of  whom  it  has  not  been  yet 
that  he  can  legally  be  called  to  a  trial. 

Thus,  my  Lords  in  the  law  which  the  noble  Duke  hai 
tioned  as  a  precedent  for  this  bill,  the  accufer  is  only  plao 
kind  of  equilibrium,  equally  fecurr  from  punilhmcnt,  by  tiV 
by  infbrmacion,  in  hope  that  the  love  of  truth  and  ju  ft  ice  wiilr 
balance  *,  in  the  bill  now  before  us  the  wicnefs  is  in  continual 
by  withholding  his  evidence,  and  is  reftored  to  perfect  fat'ety 
comin;  an  accufer,  and  frovumkins  difcoveries,  whether  t 
6lie,  has  every  thing  to  hope  and  nothing  to  feir. 

The  neceffity  of  puni(bing  wickcdnef*  has  been  arjred  wii 
flrength  ;  it  has  been  unanfwerably  ihcwn,  by  the  advocates  i 
bill,  that  vindidive  juftice  is  of  the  higheft  important  e  to  the  ha 
of  the  public,  and  that  thofe  who  may  be  injured  with  impuni 
in  rcaliqr  denied  the  benefits  of  fociety,  and  can  be  uid  to  lire 
Hate  of  unciviliyrd  nature,  in  which  th:  itronij  mui(  prey  u| 
weak* 

This,  my  Lords,  has  been  urged  with  all  the  ap^^esrance  c 
▼tAion  and  fincerity,  and  yet  has  been  urged  hy  thcti'**  who  ai 
vidtng  a  (belter  for  the  moft  enormous  viilaiiMcs,  and  enablu 
who  have  violated  every  precept  ot  law  and  virtue,  to  bid  d 
to  jufi:cc,  and  to  fit  at  eaie  in  the  enio/ment  of  their  acquifitui 

And  what,  ray  Lords,  is  the  co:iJition,  upon  which  wicl 
i^  td  be  let  free  ft'om  terror,  upon  which  lutional  juilicc  is  to  1 
armed,  and  the  brtrayrr»  of  public  counfel««  or  the  plonderera  4 
lie  treafure,  qualified  for  new  tru(l«>,  and  fet  on  a  level  vi 
tainted  fidelirv  .^  A  condition,  my  Lord^,  whii  1  wretches  lil 
will  very  rradity  accept,  the  caly  uims  ol  infi>ra  ation  and  of  p 
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required  only  to  give  evidence  againft  a  man  marked  out 

and  the  guilt  of  partaking  in  his  crimes  is  to  be 

fay  die  nerlt  of  concurring  in  his  ruin. 

IS  indeed  been  a  method  of  detection,  frequently  employed 

honfe-breakers  and  highwaymen,  to  proclaim  a  pardon  for 

lludl  comncl  his  accomplices ;  but  furely,  my  Lords,  this 

wHl  not  in  the  prefent  queftion  be  mentioned  as  a  precedent. 

it  win  not  be  thought  equitable  to  level  with  felons,  and  with 

»  perfim  diftinguiihed  by  his  rank,   his  employments,  his 

and  his  fervices ;  a  perfon,  whofe  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign 

teen  called  in  queftion,  and  whofe  fidelity  to  his  country 

leaft  never  been  difproved. 

are  roeafures,  my  Lords,  which  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will 

concur  to  promote ;  meafures  not  fopported  either  by  law  or 

or  enforced  by  any  exigence  of  affairs,  but  dilated  by  perfe- 

malice  and  revenge;  meafures  by  which  the  guilty  and  the 

may  be  deftroyed  with  equal  facility,  and  which  mufl  there- 

and  to  encourage  wickednefs  as  they  dcftroy  the  fecurity  of 


Carteret  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  eflfed:— • 
Lords,  I  have  fo  long  honoured  the  abilities,  and  fo  often  con- 
witfa  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  who  began  the  debate, 
I  cannot  without  unufual  concern,  rife  up  now  to  fpeak  in  op« 
to  him ;  nor  could  any  other  principle  fupport  me  under  the 
difadvantage  of  a  conteft  ib  unequal,  but  the  confcioufncfs 
intentions,  and  die  concurrence  of  the  whole  nation, 
but  coniider  myfelf  on  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  ;is  the 
of  the  people  of  Britain,  who,  after  continued  oppreffions, 
and  indignities,  after  having  been  plundered  and  ridiculed, 
and  infulted  for  complaining,  have  at  length  flattered  them- 
Aatthey  (hould  have  an  opportunity  of  appealing  to  our  bar  for 
and  of  fecuring  themfelves  from  future   injuries,   by  the 
of  tbofe  that  had  fo  long  triumphed  in  their  guilt,  pro- 
their  defiance  of  juflice,  and  declared  that  the  laws  were 
only  for  their  fecurity. 
The  cxpeda»«An«  of  the  people  have  been  firuft  rated  by  the  unex* 
obftioacr  of  t      agents  of  wickednefs,  by  a  plea  that  was 
nfi        for  die  fame  purpofe  before,  againft  which  the 

L  4  known 
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known  hws  of  the  nation  have  provided  no  remedy,  and  mbki 
Lordlbipi  are  theretore  now  called  upon  to  overthrow. 

l^h«it  the  nation  calls  loudly  for  an  enquiry,  that  the  inifiippl 
of  the  public  ucafurc  is  univerully  fufpecied,  and  that  ifae 
mentioned  in  the  bill  is  believed  to  be  the  chief  author  of  iki 
application  \  that  at  lead  thoi'c  who  have  fquandered  it  have  a 
his  authority,  and  been  admitted  to  truft  by  his  recomnca 
and  that  he  is  therefor^accountable  to  the  public  Cor  their  cooi 
ihaJl  fuppofe  cannot  be  denied. 

The  nation,  my  Lords,  has  a  right  to  be  gratiiicd  in  their  in 
of  an  enquiry,  whatever  be  the  foundation  of  their  fii^iiicioM 
it  is  manifcft  that  it  can  produce  no  other  effects  than  thofe  oi 
new  luftre  to  innocence,  and  quieting  the  clamours  of  the  pe 
it  flioulJ  be  found  that  the  government  has  been  admimften 
honefty  and  ability ;  and  it  is  not  lefs  evident  that,  if  the  ] 
opinion  is  well  grounded,  if  our  intereft  has  been  betrayed,  aj 
money  employed  oi^y  to  corrupt  the  nation  which  was  railed 
defence  of  it,  the  fevereft  puniihment  ought  to  be  indited, 
future  minifters  may  be  deterred  from  the  fame  crimes  by  cv 
vengeance. 

I'hu^,  my  Lords,  an  enquiry  appears  upon  every  fuppobi 
ful  and  neceflary ;  but  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  can  be  pre 
hy  any  other  method,  than  that  of  propofing  an  indemnity  t 
who  (liall  make  difcoveries. 

Every  wicked  meafurc,  my  I^rds,  muft  involve  in  guilt  i 
are  engaged  in  it ;  and  how  eafily  it  may  he  concealed  froa 
either  pcrfon  may  he  (hewn  by  an  example  of  a  crime,  which 
^111  deny  to  have  ibmctimes  cxillcd,  and  which  in  the  opinion 
is  not  very  uncommon  in  liu^  age* 

it  will  be  allowed,  at  kail,  that  on  fome  occafioos,  \ 
iiivouritu  begins  tu  totter,  when  (irong  objcil^ions  are  laiiitd 
the  continuance  of  a  ftanding  army,  when  a  convention  rcqu 
tatiticition  of  the  Icgi/lature,  or  fome  fatal  Addrcfr  is  ptopol 
preiirnted  to  the  Crown,  a  pecuniary  reward  may  fomctimci 
frn  J,  .4nd  thou^ih  t!>3t,  indeed,  be  a  fuppoiitioo  more  difica 
admitted,  fomctimes,  however  rarely,  accepted. 

In  this  cafe,  my  Loids,  none  but  he  thatgi^  i  and  he  that  \ 
tbo  bcibe  cao  be  cont^iwi  of  it  ^  at  moft  we  a  n  only  fuppofi 
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t  to  bftve  any  knowledge  of  it ;  and  if  even  he  it  ad- 

tt>  die  Iccrct  ib  as  to  be  able  to  make  a  legal  difcovery,  there 

he  toatc  defisfi  of  cunning  in  the  principals.     Let  us  confider 

of  theft  any  difcovery  can  be  probably  expe^ed,  or  what 

in  be  alkdged,  for  which  either  ibould  expofe  himfelf  to 

int  for  the  lake  of  ruining  his  aflbciate. 

is  therefore,  fny  Lords^  plain  from  this  inftance,  that  without 

of  fome  guilty  perfon,  no  difcovery  can  be  made  of 

crimes  which  are  moft  detrimental  to  our  happinefs,  and  moft 

to  oar  liberties.    It  is  apparent  that  no  man  will  difcover 

.owa  guilt ;  while  there  remains  any  danger  of  fuffering  by  his 

it  is  certain  that  fuch  crimes  will  be  committed,  if  they 

diicouraged  by  the  fear  of  punilhment,  and  it  cannot  therefore 

denied  that  a  proclamation  of  indemnity  is  necefiary  to  their 

mj  Lords,  is  not,  as  it  has  been  alledged,  a  method  un- 
to our  conftitutioo,  as  every  man  that  reads  the  common 
win  eafily  difcover.    I  doubt  if  there  has  been  for  many  years 
ouuitb  in  which  fome  reward,  as  well  as  indemnity,  has  not 
pfomiied  to  any  man,  who,  having  been  engaged  in  a  robbery, 
difcover  his  confederates ;  and  furcly  a  method  that  is  daily 
for  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  may  be  very  rationally 
joftly  adopted  by  the  legiflature  for  the  prefervation  of  the  hap- 
and  the  property  of  the  public. 
The  puniihment  of  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
e&ntial  parts  of  good  government,  and  in  reality  the  chief  pur- 
for  which  fociety  is  inftituted  ;  for  how  will  that  focicty  in  which 
individual  may  be  plundered,  inflaved,  and  murdered  without 
and  without  punifhment,   differ  from  the  ftate  of  corrupt 
in  which  the  ftrongeft  muft  be  abfolute^  and  right  and  power 
tbefiune? 
That  cooftitution,  therefore,   which  has  not  provided   for   the 
t,  and  previoufly  for  the  difcovery  of  guilt,  is  fo  far  in  a 
of  imperfedion,  and  requires  to  be  ftrengthencd  by  new  provi- 
This,  my  Lords,  is  far  from  being  our  ftate,  for  we  have 
our  hands  a  method  of  detecting  the  moft  powerful  criminals,  a 
in  itfi         reeable  to  reafon,  recommended  by  the  practice  of 
fnitceSon^  and  now  approved  once  more  by  the  fan<Stion  of  one 
flf  rttthrw:hc»  of  the  legiflature. 
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The  objeAions  which  hare  on  this  occaiton  sen  made  tpi 
are  fucb  as  no  law  can  efcape,  1  kich  I  rcfavc  can  hi 
weight ;  and  it  is  no  fmall  coufii        i  the  expedieaqrof 

tbev,  by  whom  it  has  been  opp  I,  have  not  been  abk  to  ai 
with  ftronger  reafons,  firom  whicht  if  we  confidcr  tbetr  abiU 
iball  be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  fecured  it  but  the  power  of  i 

It  is  enquired  by  the  noble  Lord,  how  we  fliall  diflingdl 
from  hifc  evidence  ;  to  which  it  lay  be  very  icadiljr  anfwrro 
we  fliall  diftinguilh  them  by  the  b  ne  means  as  on  any  other  oo 
by  comparing  the  allegations  and  confidering  how  every  i 
agrees  with  others  and  with  himfeif,  how  far  his  aflertioiia 
themfclves  probable,  how  they  are  confirmed  or  weakenad  by  1 
circmnftancesy  and  how  far  they  are  invalidated  by  the  cc 
evidence. 

We  Iball,  my  Lords,  if  we  add  our  lan^on  to  this  bill,  i 
when  any  man's  accufatton  is  prompted  by  his  intcreft,  as  we 
know  whether  it  was  dilated  by  his  malice. 

It  has  been  aflced  alfo,  how  any  man  can  afcertain  his  claim 
indemnity?  To  which  it  may ^ be  eaiily  replied,  that  by  givi 
evidence  he  acquires  a  right,  |ill  that  evidence  fludl  be  pco 
be  &l(b. 

l*hc  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  feme  time  ago,  and  whofe  abiliti 
qualities  are  fuch,  that  1  cannot  but  eflccm  and  admire  him< 
when  convi£>ion  obliges  me  to  oppufe  him,  has  propoied  a  < 
which  he  fccms  to  imagine  that  a  murderer  mi^ht  fecure  himfei 
punilhmcnt,  by  connc£ling  his  crime  with  fome  tranfadion  in 
the  Larl  ot  Urford  (hould  be  intercflcJ.  This  cafe,  my  Lot 
luiHcicntly  improbable,  nor  i«  it  cafy  to  mention  any  method  < 
i;i  which  fomc  inconvenience  may  not  be  produced,  in  the  ioJ 
complications  of  circumftanccs,  and  unforcfeen  relations  ot  c 
It  is  known  to  have  happened  once,  and  cannot  be  known  noc  t 
happened  often,  that  a  pcrfoii  accufcd  of  murder,  was  tried  by 
ot  which  the  real  murderer  was  one.  Will  not  this  then  be  an 
tncnt  aeainft  the  great  privilege  of  the  natives  of  this  empire,  t 

But,  my  J.ord«,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  murderer  woul 
he  indt*mnified  by  this  bill,  fince  he  did  not  commit  the  crime 
direction  of  the  perfon  whom  he  is  fuppofcd  to  accufc  \  nor  wi 
have  any  ncccffiry  connection  with  ius  conducty  but  ought  h 

1 
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in  the  accufation,  without  any  diminution  of  the  force  of  the 

A  man  will  not  be  fufFercd  to  introduce  his  accuiktion 

an  account  of  all  the  viUanies  of  his  whole  life,  but  will  be 

to  confine  his  teftimony  to  the  affkir  upon  which  he  is 

ined* 

Committee,  my  Lords,  will  diftinguifli  between  the  crimes 
ted  by  the  dire^on  of  die  Earl  of  Orford,  and   diofe  of 
er  kind.     And  fhould  an  enormous  criminal  give  fuch  evidence, 
noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fuppofe,  be  may  be  indemnified  for 
,  but  will  be  hanged  for  the  murder,  notwithftanding  any 
in  this  bill  to  the  contrary. 
has  been  infifted  on  by  the  noble  Lords,  who  have  fpoke  againft 
bin,  that  no  crime  is  prorcd,  and  therefore  there  is  no  foundation 
it.     But,  my  Lords,  I  have  alwa}'s  thought  that  the  profufion  of 
public  money  was  a  crime,  and  there  is  evidently  a  very  large  fuR» 
,  of  which  no  account  has  been  given ;  and,  what  more 
y  relates  to  the  prefent  queftion,  of  which  no  account  has  ever 
demanded. 
On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  an  aflertion  has  been  alledged,  which 
peHbnal  regard  ihall  ever  prevail  upon  mc  to  hear  without  dif- 
ing  it,  fince  I  think  it  is  of  the  mod  dangerous  tendency,  and 
rted  by  reafon  or  by  law.     It  is  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Lift  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  public  money,  and  that  the  na- 
ins  therefore  no  claim  to  enquire  how  it  is  diftributed ;  that  it  is 
to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  that  only  his  Majcfty 
afk  the  reafon  of  any  failures  in  the  accounts  of  it. 
I  have  on  the  contrary,  my  Lords,  hitherto  undcrftood,  that  all 
public  money  which  was  given  by  the  public.     The  prefent  con- 
vmmm  of  the  Crown  is  verv  different  from  that  or  our  antient  monarchy 
f%ho  fiipported  their  dignity  by  their  own  cflatcs.     I   admit,   my 
|lonis,  that  they  might  at  plcafure  contract  or    enlarge   their  ex« 
^fiKeSi    mortgage  or  alienate  their  lands,   or  bcdow  preicnts  and 
pnfiont  without  controul. 

It  is  indeed  exprefled  in  the  ad,  that  the  grants  of  the  Civil  Lift  arc 
iritkont  account,  by  which  I  have  hitherto  undcrfl-ood  only  that  the 
fas  tool  is  exempt  from  account ;  not  that  the  niinifters  have  a  right 
licaiploy  the  Civil  Lift  to  fuch  (^urpofes  ;:s  they  (hall  think  moft 
MbAkivc  to  their  private  views.  For  if  it  (hould  be  granted,  not 
sriy  thoK  the  nation  has  no  right  to  know  how  the  tuhcU  is  expended. 
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which  is  the  uCmoft  that  can  be  allowed,  or  to  dircA  the  Mffkk 
of  any  part  of  it,  which  is  very  difputable,  jet  it  certainly  1 
claim  to  direA  in  what  manner  it  ihall  HPt  be  applied,  and  to  pi 
that  boroughs  are  not  corrupted  under  pretence  of  proauxir 

dignity  of  the  Crown. 

The  corruption  of  boroughs,  my  Lords,  is  one  of  the  gi 
crimes  of  which  any  man  under  our  conftitution  is  capable  i  1 
corrupt  at  once  the  fountain  and  the  ftream  of  governmeat^  tO] 
the  whole  nation  at  once,  and  to  make  the  people  wicked,  du 
may  infcdt  the  Houfc  of  Commons  with  wicked  reprcfcntatiics. 

Such,  my  Lords,  arc  the  crimes,  the  fufpicion  of  which  mciti 
Commons  to  a  public  enquiry,  in  which  they  have  been  able  ti 
cccd  fo  far,  a^  to  prove  that  the  public  difcontent  was  not  « 
caufc,  and  that  fuch  arts  had  been  pr.Lclifcd,  as  it  is  abt'oluicly 
(ary,  to  the  public  fccurity,  to  dctcdl  and  puniih* 

Thty  therefore  purfucd  their  examination  with  a  degree  of  i 
pro|x>rtioneJ  to  the  importance  of  the  danger  in  wh.ch  every  n 
involved  by  the  violation  of  the  fundamental  lav/s  of  :he  cociiliu 
but  they  found  thcmfclves  obftrucied  by  the  fubtilty  of  loan 
confcflld  only  that  tlicy  were  guilty,  and  determined  to  be  taiti 
their  accomplices  and  thcmfclves* 

A  farther  enquiry,  my  Lords,  was,  by  this  unforefeen  ei 
made  icnpofliblc ;  the  ultimate  and  principal  agei'it  is  (hclterci 
the  law  by  his  guard  of  mercenaries,  wrctcliesi  who  are  contcr 
be  infamous,  if  they  can  continue  to  be  rich,  and  value  cben 
on* their  adherence  to  their  mailer,  while  they  arc  conl'piiing  t 
their  country. 

I'hc  natioui  my  Lords,  in  the  mean  time,  juftly  applies  for  ; 
to  tlic  power  of  the  Icgiflature,  and  to  its  wifdom  for  methods  c 
cuiin^  it  by  law.  The  Cuiu;noi;s  h.iv;:  cj:nplicd  with  t!;c;r  t 
tuniur»,  j:.J  propc  fc  t(i  )Oi;r  LcrJihipv  t.'ic  I ;11  before  you,  a! 
makiii^'  a  pitbiic  ca^wii)  pciViblc,  a:iJ  :^:  bringing  a  minifter 
rc.'.ch  It  ii:L-  law. 

i)n  tnis  occ^fion,  my  LorJ«,  we  are  upbraided  with  our  o\ 

claruUiM  >,  tha:  mc  (xrrfon  nuniiofu  J  in  :!*i^  bill  would  quuk 

ac4:iik{  ,  when  he  flK.uld  be  diMi'.-d  Mi    -  authoiity.     lichol 

w,    hy  ):is  auv'tca'-*-,  icJus.<.d  f:<v,t  i,  s  cintcd   cir.istcr.KC 

ced  on  a  level  u.'.ii  \.i^  (cliuw-i/i^ic^:^ !  bthulJ  him  no  Ion: 

cf  gl  cmpU>|Qicn;S|  01  Uic  oilbutiVr  of  t!ic  public  ueaiui 


•  -  • 
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df  ill  fecurity,  but  that  of  innocence,  and  yet  no  ac- 

produced! 

K,  my  Lords,  is  a  topic  Co  fruitful  of  panegyric,  and  fo  hazily 
I  ID  the  imagination  of  a  perfon  long  ufed  to  celebrate  the 
I  and  integrity  of  minifters,  that,  were  not  the  prcfent  queftion 
great  importance  to  admit  of  falfe  conceffions,  1  fliould  fuflFer 
main  without  controrerfy. 

,  my  Lfords,  this  is  no  time  for  criminal  indulgence,  and  thcre- 
(hal)  annihilate  this  fliort-lived  triumph  by  obferving,  that  to 
of  place,  is  not  ncceflarily  to  be  out  of  power ;  a  minifter  may 
Us  influence,  who  has  rcfigned  his  employment ;  he  may  ftill 
tfae&vour  ofhis  Prince,  and  pofllefs  him  with  a  falfe  opinion, 
e  can  only  fecure  his  authority  by  protcding  him ;  or,  what 
s  equal  reafon  to  fiifped,  his  fucceflbrs  may  be  afraid  of  con* 
g  in  a  law  which  may  hereafter  be  revired  againft  themfelves. 
lay  be  urged  farther,  my  Lords,  that  he  cannot  with  great  pro- 
be faid  to  have  no  power,  who  fees  the  legiflature  crowded 
nen  that  are  indebted  to  his  favour  for  their  rank  and  their 


h  a  man  may  bid  defiance  to  enquiry,  with  confidence  produced 
nrity  very  diflierent  from  that  of  innocence ;  he  may  depend 
the  fecrecy  of  thofe  whom  he  has  perhaps  chofen  for  no  other 
;  be  may  know  that  common  danger  will  unite  them  to  him, 
at  they  cannot  abandon  him  without  expofing  themfelves  to  the 
senfures. 

efefecurities,  my  Lords,  the  fortifications  of  the  laft  retreat  of 
doefi,  remain  now  to  be  broken,  and  the  nation  expecb  its  fate 
mr  determinations,  which  will  either  fecure  the  liberties  of  our 
ity  from  violation,  by  (hewing  that  no  degree  of  power  can 
r  thofe  who  (hall  invade  them,  or  that  our  conilitution  is  ar- 
tt  this  period,  and  that  all  ftruggles  for  its  continuance  will  be 

«s  not,  my  Lords,  combine  with  the  public  enemies,  let  us 
fe  the  nation  reafon  to  believe  that  this  Houfe  is  infefled  with 
■lagion  of  venality,  that  our  honour  is  become  an  empty  name, 
mt  the  examples  of  our  anceflors  have  no  other  efFe£t  upon  us 
die  price  of  perfidy,  and  enable  us  to  fell  our  country  at 

Let 
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Let  us  remerober,  my  Lords,  that  p  fuppomd  hf 

aitd  that  the  reverence  or  the  public  cannot  be  pre&rved  Wl 
jufiicc  and  Jidive  beneficence. 

For  this  reaibn,  I  am  iar  from  granting  that  wm  o9fj 
cautious  of  charging  diofe  with  crimes  who  have  the  hooour  < 
araongft  us.  In  mj  opinioO)  mj  Lords,  wt  o«^t  W  he  ' 
againft  the  leaft  fuTpicion  of  wickcdnefr  in  our  mm  body,  « 
to  tjc£t  pollution  fiXMn  our  walk,  and  prefenre  that  powrt  ft 
Ibme  appear  fo  anxious,  by  keeping  our  reputatioo  pan  : 
tainted. 

It  is  therefore  to  little   purpole  objeiled,  that  there  is  b 
Jiliffi ',  for  even,  though  it  were  true,  )Tt  while  there  is 
fmfpUUnhy  then  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  for  our  own  bon 
can  either  law  or  rcaibn  be  pleaded  againft  it. 

I  cannot  therefore  doubt,  that  your  Lordfhips  wiU  endes 
do  juftice  ;  that  you  will  facilitate  the  production  of  or»i  cvidci 
all  written  proofs  IboulJ  be  dcftroycdi  that  you  wil!  not  cc 
united  petition  of  the  whole  people,  of  which  I  dread  the 
quence ;  nor  reje£)  the  on!y  cx|icilicnt  by  which  their  fears 
diffipated,  and  their  happincfs  kcured. 

Lord  Hardwicke  fpoice  next  in  the  following  rcannei 
Lords,  after  having,  with  an  intention  uninterrupted  by  any 
confiderations,  and  a  mind  intent  only  on  the  diico\ery  o 
examined  every  argiuncnt  which  has  been  urged  on  either 
think  it  my  duty  to  cccLrc,  that  1  have  ^'et  difcovcrrd  no 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  picvai!  upon  us  to  laiify  the  hi! 
now  before  us. 

The  noble  LorJ%  who  have  (Kferc^ed  it,  appear  to  reafa 
upon  maxims  of  pol^'\\  than  rules  of  law,  or  priiictplcs  of 
and  fcem  to  imapmi,  that  It'ihcy  can  prove  it  to  b€  cxpcdici 
not  ncceiTary  to  Qicw  that  it  is  equitable. 

How  far,  my  LcriN,  they  h-\c  fjccccJcd  in  tl'at  argumen 
they  have  nioft  Lbcurc  J,  1  rh.uk  ix  r.ot  ncccffary  to  examine, 
I  have  hitherto  acvour.icd  ic  4:1  ir.contciUble  max.m,  that  wl 
intcri'ft  and  vin*:c  ;:u  ;n  cutr.pcc:t:ur:,  virtue  isi  2l-.va;.%  to  be  pn 

'I'he  noble  l.o:«!  who  f|>oks:  hrll  ;n  ihiv  ^tbaic  h^s  proved 
rr:ifonab!encf>  .m  I  i!!i\:j'.;ty  ot  the  mclhoi!^  prcpofc  J  iu  this  h 
}ond  the  po!&t.L;:y  ul  conUUiion^  he  h^s  (Lcwn  that  ibcj 


xj^bJJ         indemnifying  evipence;        J5gr 

widi  the  law,  and  that  tbc  law  i$  founded  upon  reafon :  he  has 
lint  the  bill  Aippofes  a  criminal  previous  to  the  crime,  fum- 
to  a  trial,  and  then  enquires  for  what  offence, 
he^  my  Lords,  confined  himfelf  to  a  detedion  of  the  ori* 
the  uncertainty  of  any  crime  committed,  but  has  pro- 
CD  prove,  that  upon  whatever  fuppofition  we  proceed,  the  bill 
tble,  and  of  no  other  tendency  than  to  multiply  grievances, 
AHh  a  precedent  of  oppreffion. 
W  this  purpoie  be  has  (hewn,  that  no  evidence  can  be  procured 
lb  bill,  becaufe  all  thofe  who  (hall,  upon  the  encouragement 
:d  in  it,  offer  information,  muft  be  confidered  as  hired  wit* 
to  whom  no  credit  can  be  given,  and  who  therefore  ought 
be  heard. 

LoFdfhip  alio  proved,  that  we  caimot  pafs  this  bill  without 

our  right,  beftowing  new  powers  upon  the  Commons, 

fomc  of  their  claims  which  are  moft  dubious,  nor,  by 

[uence,  without  violating  the  conftitution. 

b  all  thefe  arguments,  arguments  drawn  from  the  moft  impor^ 

confiderations,  enforced  by  the  ftrongeft  reafoning,  and  ex- 

with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity,  what  has  been  replied?  How 

any  of  bis  aflertions  been  invalidated,  or  any  of  his  rcafons 

i  How  has  it  been  (hewn  that  there  is  any  foundation  for  a 

charge,  that  witneffes  thus  procured  ought  to  be  heard,  or 

our  rights  would  not  be  made  dlfpuubl^  by  confirming  the  pro* 

of  the  Commons  ? 
his  been  anfwered  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  though  there  is  not 
2>//rV7/,  there  is  Corpus  Sufpidonis,    .  What  may  be  the  force 
Us  argument  I  cannot  fay,  becaufe  I  am  not  afhamcd  to  own, 
I  do  not  underftand  the  meaning  of  the  words.     I  very  well  un- 
what  is  meant  by  Corpus  DcUniy  and  fo  does  every  other 
J  it  is  univerfally  known  to  mean  the  body  of  an  offence ;  but  as 
the  words  Corpus  Sufpidonis^   I  do  not  comprehend  what  they 
it  is  an  expreffion  indeed  which  I  never  before  heard,  and 
',  in  my  apprehenfion,  nothing  more  than  the  hdy  of  a 
ry  the  fubffance  of  fomething  which  is  itfelf  nothing. 
Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  principle  of  this  bill,  by  the  confeflion  of 
li  warmcft  an  1  ableft  advocates ;  it  is  a  bill  for  fummonlng  a  perfoh 
^  a  trial,  againft  whom  no  crime  is  allcdgcd,  and  againft  whom  no 
will  appear  without  a  bribe. 
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For  that  dkA  who  (hould  in  co       «obs  of  dii 

offer  their  evidence,  ought  to  be  C4  m  hribed»  «i 

need  no  proof  to  thofe  who  go         »         h       ( air  not 
money,  and  that  every  man  promocea  hia  own 

dcpofition,  U  fwearing,  not  for  tn  th  and  juftice,  bof  far  hbafi 

It  may  be  urged,  and  it  if,  in      y  opinion,  all  chat  the  awft 
imacination  can  fuggeft  in  favo    '  of  this  bill,  that  tbej  aic 
quirjd  to  accufc  the  Earl  of  Orford,  but  to  give  ui  ihctr  c 
concerning  hift  conduA,  whether  in  hit  favour,  or  agunft  hia 

But  this  argume:it,  my  Lords,  however  4>eciooa  it  ma 
will  vanifli  of  itfelf,  if  the  bill  be  diligently  confidered,  which 
to  confer  indemnity  on  thofe,  who  in  the  courfr  of  tfacar  c 
fliall  difcovcr  any  of  dieir  own  crimes ;  on  thofe  whofe  tm 
Ihall  tend  to  fix  fome  charge  of  wickednefe  on  the  Earl  of  i 
kr  it  cannot  eafily  be  imagined  how  thofe  who  appear  ia 
vour,  (hould  be  under  a  neoeifity  of  revealing  any  aAioaa  that 
an  indemnity* 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  that  the  bill  cao  prodMCc  a 
cfTed  than  that  of  multiplying  accufetions,  fiace  it  offers  i 
only  to  thofe  who  are  fuppofcd  to  have  been  engaged  in  un^ 
practices,  and  to  procure  witnefles  by  this  method,  is  eqaoU' 
as  to  propofe  a  public  priae  to  be  obtained  by  fwearing  againft 
your  Lordfl&ips* 

It  witnefles  are  to  be  purchafed,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  offer  a 
price  on  each  fide,  that  though  ihey  may  be  induced  by  the 
to  offer  their  depofitions,  they  may  not  be  tempted  to  accufe 
than  to  juftify. 

Should  any  private  man,  my  lA>rj9,  ofler  a  reward  to  a 
would  give  eviJcnce  againft  another,  without  fpecifying  the  c 
which  he  is  accufed,  doubtlcfi  he  would  be  confulered  bv  the  I 
this  nation,  as  a  violator  of  the  riehts  of  fociety,  an  open  ib 
anil  .1  difturber  of  mankind  ;  and  would  immediately,  by  an 
mcnc  or  information,  be  oblieed  to  make  fatisfcdion  to  the 
munity  which  he  haJ  offended  or  to  the  perfbn  whom  I 
ifijund. 

It  lv»s  my  Louh,  1  own,  been  afTerted  by  the  noble  Duk 
the  pubic  has  a  right  lo  evciy  nun's  evidence,  a  maxifli  wl 
its  pro^nr  fcni'e  cannot  be  denied.  For  it  is  undoirinedly  tr« 
the  i'jM.c  his  ^  n^htio  all  C:caffiihnce  of  every tadividnl ^ 
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mj  Lords,  upon  fuch  terms  as  have  been  eftablifhed  for  the  gene^ 
Advantage  of  all ;  on  fuch  terms  as  the  majority  of  each  fociery 
prdcribed.     But,  my  Lords,  the  majority  of  a  focicty,  which  is 
true  definition  of  the  public^  arc  equally  obliged  with  the  fmaller 
iber,  or  with  individuals,  to  the  obfervation  of  juf^ice,  and  can- 
ihercfve  prcfcribe  to  diiFerent  individuals  different  conditions. 
cannot  decree  that  treatment  to  be  juft  with  regard  to  one 
they  allow  to  be  cruel  with  refpedl:  to  another.     7'hc  claims  of 
public  are  founded,  iirfl  upon  right,  which  js  invariable;  and 
upon  the  law,  which  chough  mutable  in  its  own  nature,  is  how- 
to  be  fo  far  fixed,  as  thiit  every  man  may  know  his  own  condi- 
his  own  property,  and  his  own  privileges,  or  it  ceafes  in  cfFecl 
law,  it  ceafes  to  be  the  rule  of  government,  or  the  mcafurc  of 

the  prefcnt  cafe,  my  Lords,  the  public  has  not  a  right  to  hire 

;e,  becaufe  the  public  has  hitherto  fubiifted  upon  this  condi- 

I,  among  others,  that  no  man  fliall  fwear  in  his  own  caufe.     The 

[ic  has  not  a  right  to  require  from  any  man  that  he  fhould  betray 

:If,  becaufe  every  man  may  plead  that  he  is  exempted  from  that 

by  the  public  faith. 
ius,  my  Lords,  the  right  of  the  public,  is  only  that  right  which 
fublic  has  ellabliihed  by  law,  and  confirmed  by  continual  claims ; 
is  the  claim  of  the  public  from  individuals  to  be  extended  beyond 
iwn  bounds,  except  in  times  of  general  diflrcfs,  where  a  few 
neceflarily  fufFer  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  the  refl. 
^This  ncceflity  is  indeed  now  urged,  but  furcly  it  ought  to  be 
'n,  that  the  prefent  circumftances  of  affairs  difPcr  from  thofc  of 
Ibrmcr  age,  before  it  can  with  any  propriety  be  aliened,  that 
furcs  arc  now  ncceflary,  which  no  other  diftrefTcs,  however  ur- 
or  provocations,  however  flagrant,  have  hitherto  produced. 
ought  to  be  proved,  that  wickedncfs  had  difcovcred  feme  new 
T  from  juftice,  before  new  engines  are  invented  to  force  it  from 
irtreat,  and  new  powers  applied  to  drag  it  out  to  punifliment. 
The  nation  has  fubfiiled,  my  Lords,  fo  many  centuries,  has  often 
Covered  from  the  lingering  difeafe  of  inward  corruption,  and  re- 
j^kd  the  (bocks  of  outward  violence;  it  has  often  been  endangered 
d  corrupt  counfclS)  and  wicked  machinations,  and  furmountcd 
\fm  by  the  force  of  its  eftablifhed  laws,  without  the  afTiflancc  of 
Imporary  expedients  ^  at  leaft  without  expedients  like  this,  which 
VoL«  II.  M  neither 
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neither  Uw  nor  juftice  can  fupport,  and  iich  would  in 
a  more  atrocious  grievance  than  thofe,  if  t  j  were  real, 
intended  to  punifli,  and  might  produce  hx  greater  cirib  i 
ivhich  are  imputed  to  him,  againft  whom  it  is  projcded. 

It  has  indeed,  my  Lords,  been  mentioned  bjr  a  noble 
much  foftcr  language,  as  a  method  only  of  making  an  «ix 
fible.  The  poflibility  of  an  enquiry,  my  Lords,  is  a  tct 
and  inoflTcnfive  idea ;  but  names  will  not  change  the  nato 
things  to  which  they  are  applied.  The  bill  is,  in  my  opii 
culatcd  to  make  a  defence  impoflible,  to  deprive  innocra 
guard,  and  to  let  loofc  oppreffion  and  perjury  upon  the  woi 
a  bill  to  dazzle  the  wicked  with  a  profpeA  of  fecurity,  and 
them  to  purchafe  an  indemnity  for  one  crime,  by  the  perpe 
another.  It  is  a  bill  to  confound  the  notions  of  right  and  i 
.  violate  the  eflcnce  of  our  conftitution,  and  to  leave  us  wii 
certain  fecurity  for  our  properties,  or  rule  for  our  adions. 

Nor  are  the  particular  parts  lefs  dcfeiStive  than  the  gem 
dation ;  for  it  is  full  of  ambiguous  promifcs,  vague  itlcas, 
terminate  cxprcfTions,  of  which  fome  have  been  already  ^tt 
by  the  uubic  Lords  that  have  fpoken  on  this  occafion,  wh< 
vations  I  (hall  not  repeat,  nor  endeavour  to  improve ;  bi 
forbe;!r  propoftng  to  the  advocates  for  the  bill  one  fentenc 
i.iay  be  explained  by  them,  and  that  at  leaft  we  may  nut  ] 
v.*e  do  not  underhand. 

in  th**  enquiry  into  the  condutft  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  ev 
as  v.L*  have  i.licady  Iccn,  is  invited  to  bring  his  evidcnc 
prori:r.*  an  iiul-jmi.lry^  by  anfwering  fuch  quetttons  as  (hall 
f..'  ".•  :r  ^:r::trri*:*  the  fild  enquiry^  irrelative  iherrts. 
to  l^c  ui.'ierllo^d  l-y  ri..s  lall  fcntcnce,  I  would  willinelv  be  i 
I  uT.i!.!  :;rnr  how  f.ir  ir?  rel.ithn  to  the  enquiry  is  dcfigr 
txt'  rciid^  with  wlmt  oih'.r  er.j.irin  it  is  to  be  complies 
V  >\\  -c  the  chain  •>!  intcrro-.ttories  is  to  have  an  end. 

\'.'!icn  .in  (  .;.!.  :icr  apprnr*  before  the  committee,  how  i 
certain  that  the  tvictHo:'.*  .'.-..v!  arc  relative  is  t^e  mqurj? 
hr  1 1  certain  ihit  \\.r :  jro  luch  r.*;  he  may  procure  an  inJc 
rclolv.iij  ?  Or  v.h:  :h.cr  thcv  =rc  no:  unconneiled  with  the 
qucfii'jn,  and  :h-rrforc  irliiioj'.  ar.J  dangerous?  And  to  wl 
n*urt  he  i;^pcal,  .:  hw  fJui.;!  i  be  p:.'>fcciitcd  afterwards  upon 
loiiftliion,  on  prctcii.c  (bat  it  was  no:  r/.j;. ;/  u  tki  tufuiry 
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'cffions  like  thefe,  my  Lords,  if  they  are  not  the  efFe(2s  of 

hurry,  and  negligent  animofity,  muft  be  intended  to  vcft 

committee  with  abfolute  authorit}',  with  the  award  of  life  and 

by  leaving  to  them  the  liberty  to  explaia  the  fiatute  at  their 

pleafure,  to  contrad  or  enlarge  the  relation  to  the  controverfv, 

uirc  without  bounds,  and  judge  without  controul. 

9  my  Lords,  I  have  laid  before  you  my  opinion  of  this  bill 

t  any  partial  regard,  without  exaggcraiing  the  ill  confcqucnces 

may  be  feared  from  it,  or  endeavouring  to  elude  any  rcafoning 

ich  it  has  been  defended.     I  have  endeavoured  to  purfue  the 

ms  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft,  and  to  (hew  that  it  is 

upon  falfe  notions  of  criminal  judice,  that  ic  propofes  irra- 

and  illegal  methods  of  trial,  that  it  wiil  produce  confequcnccs 

to  cur  conftitution,  and  e(labli(h  a  precedent  of  oppreiTion. 

have  endeavoured,  in  examining  the  arguments  by  which  the 

has  been  defended,  to  £hew  that  the  rights  of  the  public  are  af- 

aed,  and  that  the  power  of  the  majority  is  to  be  limited  by 

coniiderations  ;  and  to  prove,  in  difcufling  its  particular  parts, 

is  inaccurate,  indeterminate,  and  unintelligible. 

efieds  my  enquiry  may  have  had   upon  your  Lordiliips 
only  can  tell;  for  my  part,  the  neccfSty  of  dwelling  fo 
upon  the  quellion,  h?.s  added  new  ftrength  to  my  convid^ion ; 
fo  clearly  do  I  now  (ic  the  danger  and  injudlcc  of  a  law  like 
that  though  I  do  not  imagine  myfelf  indued  with  any  peculiar 
of  heroifm,  I  bcliev?,  that  if  I  were  condemned  to  a  choice  fo 
ible,  I  (hould  more  willingly  fuiFer  by  fuch  1  bi!l  prJlcd  in 
cafe,  than  confent  to  pafs  it  in  that  of  another. 
The   Dulce  of  Argyle  replied  to  the  following  efFecl: — My 
I  am  not  )'et  able  to  difcover  that  the  bill  now  before  us  is 
illegal  or  abfurd,  that  its  interpretation  is  doubtful,  or  its  pro- 
confequences  dangerous, 
i  The  indxfputable  maxim,  that  the  public  has  a  rl^ht  to  rcery  ttm}*: 
MErxrr,  has  been  explained  away  with  much  labour,  and  with  metre: 
la  dsan  a  good  caufe  can  tjftcn  require.    We  have  been  told  of  pub- 
It  contrafts,  of  the  rights  of  fociety  wi:h  regard  to  indiv)c!ual<,  and 
■rpririleges  of  individuals  with  rcf^ieil  to  fociety ;  we  have  had 
Mf  icnn  oppofed  to  another,  only  to  amufe  our  attention;  and  law, 
lofeiiy  and  fiiphiftry  have  beer.  min^IeJ,  till  coxnr.on  fcnfc  was  loft 
kAcoonfiifioi. 

M  2  'Bvx 
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But,  my  LorJs,  it  is  eafy  to  difentangle  aU  bit  tjfiplrihy 
ai;J  to  fct  truth  free  from  the  (hackles  of  foph  (by,  byohftr 
it  is,  in  all  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  one  of  the  firft  pn 
V\c  conftitution  j  that  the  public  has  a  right,  always  vti 
having  recounc  to  extraordinary  methods  of  procecdinf,  i 
happincfs  of  the  community  appears  not  fufficicntly  fecnn 
known  laws. 

Laws  may,  by  thofe  who  have  made  the  ftudy  and  tXflm 
tlicm  the  employment  of  their  lives,  be  eftcemed  as  the  grcai 
of  right ',  they  may  be  habitually  reverenced,  and  coofidered 
in  their  own  nature,  without  regard  to  the  end  with  which 
ilcfigned  to  produce. 

liut  others,  my  Lords,  whcfc  minds  operate  without  an] 
ment  from  education,  will  eafily  difcover,  that  laws  are  i 
gardcd  only  for  their  ufe ;  that  the  power  which  made  thea 
the  public  advantage,  ought  to  alter  or  annul  them,  when 
no  longer  fcrviccable,  or  when  they  obftru£l  thofe  eff:^  wl 
were  intended  to  promote. 

I  will  therefore,  my  LorJs,  dill  aflcrt,  that  tbi  pmUic  kat  i 
fviry  man's  e%jiJenc( ;  and  that  to  rejciSl  any  bill  which  can 
other  conftquence  than  that  of  enabling  the  nation  to 
cU'in,  to  leconcile  one  principle  of  law  with  another,  a 
^liivr  villainy  of  an  evafiun  which  may  always  be  ufad,  is 
luttuc  t  >  un  opi'rcflcd  people,  and  to  concur  in  the  mii 


coiintry. 


Atid  farther,  my  Lou's,  i  confidently  affirm  it  has  not 
ti);it  thi:(hil!  can  enJangcr'any  but  the  guilty;  nor  has  it  be 
!h-i:  it  i:>  drawn  up  inr  a.-.y  u:her  purpofe  than  that  which  t 
Lord  mentioned,  ot  hinc'.Ting  an  enquiry  frun  ^iug  imft 
II..  y  :h  rvi'jrc  ;iu:iy  be  rti(uirrJ  from  thofe  who  affcd,  on  d 
fvv,  t«»  ntiich  tcndcnu'U  tor  liberty,  fo  many  fufpicions  o 
J.fi.ni,  and  I'o  much  zeal  tor  our  conOitution,  to  dcmocfij 
c!th  .r  ?n  enquiry  m^-y  be  erne  J  on  by  other  means*  or  tlu 
iju  rv  ;•»  i!lc!t  fupcifiuwus  or  improper. 

Thotr^h  none  of  thoic  who  have  fpokcn  againA  the  bill  h 
Willing  to  cxpole  tht:mi>ivc<  to  univerfal  indignation,  by  < 
that  they  would  plaJly  c.b:Uu:1  the  progrefs  of  the  cnqui 
they  deiigned  to  throw  a  miti  over  the  public  affairs,  and  to 
from  the  people  the  cauies  of  their  mifery ;  and  though  1 
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to  diarge  thofe  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion  with  intentionsy 
they  do  not  avow  them,  cannot  be  proved ;  this  however  I 
aot  fear  to  affirm,  that  thofe  who  are  for  reje<aing  this  method 
ttirjr,  would  confult  their  honour  by  propofing  fomc  other 
efiicaciousj  left  it  fliould  be  thought  by  fuch  as  have  not  any 
{ties  of  knowing  their  fuperiority  to  temptations,  that  they 
iaiiiesKcd  by  fome  motives  which  they  are  not  willing  to  ov/n, 
that  Acy  arc,  in  fecret,  enemies  to  the  enquiry,  though  in  pub- 
only  condemn  the  method  of  purfuing  it. 
Duke  of  Newcastle  next  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  this  efFccl : — 
Lords,  the  arguments  which  have  been  produced  in  defence  of 
ImB  before  us,  however  thofe  who  offer  them  may  be  influenced 
,  have  made,  hitherto,  very  little  impreflion  upon  me ;  my 
of  the  impropriety  and  illegality  of  this  new  method  of  pro- 
ftill  continues  the  fame;  nor  can  it  be  expected  that  I 
alter  it,  till  thofe  reafons  have  been  anfwered  which  have  been 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  fird  in  the  debate. 
The  advocates  for  the  bill  feem  indeed  confcious  of  the  infufficicncv 
argununts,  and  have  therefore  added  motives  of  another 
S  diey  have  informed  us,  that  our  power  fubfifts  upon  our  repu- 
and  diat  our  reputation  can  only  be  preferved  by  concurring 
meafiires  recommended  by  the  Commons ;  they  have  infinuated 
that  he  who  obftru£b  this  bill,  will  be  thought  deflrous  to 
the  enquiry,  to  confpire  the  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  adl 
confederacy  with  public  robbers. 

ray  Lords,  whether  the  nation  is  really  exafperated  to  ftich  a 
uis  reprefented,  whether  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  mankind 
the  pablic  affairs  have  been  unfaithfully  adminiftcred,  and  whether 
hQI  has  beep  didfaited  by  a  defire  of  public  juftice,  or  of  private 
I  have  not  thought  it  neceflTary  to  enquire ;  having  long 
to  ad  in  confequence  of  my  own  convi£lion,  not  of  the 
of  others,  at  leaft  not  of  thofe  who  determine  upon  qucftions 
they  cannot  underftand,  and  judge  without  having  ever  ol)- 
an  opportunity  of  examining. 
my  Lords,  muft  be  the  opinions  of  the  people  upon  queftions 
If  foEcy,  opinions  not  formed  by  reflexions,  but  adopted  from  thofe 
they,  fometimes  with  very  little  reafon,  imagine  nearer  fpecla- 
of  die  government  than  themfelves,  and  in  whom  they  place  an 
St  confidence,  on  account  of  fome  cafual  a£t  of  popularity. 
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1  fhall  not,  thcrclore,  t!:ir.k  the  demands  of  ihc  people  i  r 
co:'.v!iic'",  nor  (h.ill  cvci  t'cr.i  i'  ir.cur  ihrir  rLicnimc:.l  in  ihe  pre 
tin  of  ihcir  ii.?crc:i.  I  fl::.l!  r.cvcr  fl-ltcr  ihcir  p.illon*  la « 
t  .cir  tV.vc.ir,  o.-  L'ritilV  I'.uir  rvven  !l-  lor  fear  of  ihcur  coat 
'Jr.*-  iaco/.ftanr  y,  my  L(»rd>,  of  public  sp^laufc,  a!!  of  us  hit 
k:.  cJ,  2r..l  niiiiy  of  u>  hrivc  iMviicnccJ;  and  we  know  r'u 
\;:vi..r  (:o.u  bLiii:^  iilw.tv*;  ili':  rcv/i;.!  of  mciic.  We  k.nci 
t'.r  I  is..hu-fl  chaMciLi  ii».y  l-c  lsIiIv  liiirkcncd  by  cJiumny  i  ihoj 
whu  r.;c  laouunng  for  tiic  WLl:.*re  ct  the  public,  nuy  be  cohly 
fcr.tc.i  ::s  ir.tltor^  :jnd  (ipp:L:7«irs ;  and  thkt  the  people  may  quic 
pL-ifu.iJL-J  to  j.'in  in  the  aciuf.iti^m. 

Th-t  thf  pcop^L',  howcv-.r  tit^rti/cJ,  !i.ive  a  li^ht  to  accufc  f 
f.X'vcr  t'iCV  fiifpcJt,  kv.d  th.;i  ihcir  accufaii^.n  •.•jr.ht  to  be  hciri 
r'^tclLf-y;  liit  iV:;t:y,  n*.y  Lords  the  tyii'.ion  of  the  people 
fu<.n  :l  proof  ot  jr::!!  r.s  v.'.il  jiiltiiy  a  nu'ihoJ  of  prultcuu^-r. 
kno^vn  befurc,  v:  ^.^t  u^  a  lik^hi  to  throw  do  An  the  b^:. 
1ibcr:y,    ;.nJ   pu.i»ili    1-;    power  t!«ui'c   wi.om   wc    c:LnnuC   c 

bv  l.iW. 

I.ct  any  of  your  I.fir.liV.ips  r*ij-pofc  hinifcif  by  foins  ncc.Jc 
p.-ifcd  to  the  tcmj'oriry  n:i!;».c  or  tl  ■'  pop-.ildkCf»  let  him  iiua^ 
ir.cnii..s  inP.p.mit.j;  them  to  a  dcnu:.  :  ui  ..  j-;(j:j*.ut.un»  anu  the 
{-.'!.::.  :  ...I  Kc  iliciuld  be  licprived  oi  I'.ic  com  (nun  mcihods  of  di 
:ii. :  i'.-.:  (.vi/..:.jc  H'.oiilJ  be  hiicd  J^.iiilt  h.nj,  itll  i:.c  public 

V  J  i!. ...,'.  i!.i::.d»  ai.ii  lie  vvii!  (^uic'kly  difcjvcr  the  unrcafo;:a'jlc 

•    •  ■  ■  I 

9  f  t  r      '  »  ■     ' 
Lit! ^     >■•>•• 

I  fupi'Lf;:  r.j  man  will  deny,  t!:at  methods  of  prufccutiun 
ducid  on  one  ocCdk.lon,  may  be  prji.:if..*d  on  another ;  and  i 
the  natural  rotations  of  power,  the  l..:nc  m(.L;nb  n.ay  be  ufcd  1. 

dirTercr.i  1 1\  is.     Ni;[ii!nj  is  m»»ie  pr. .'.'-; Mo,  my  Li)rds,  ii  a 
l!..>  k^:id  fi:oj!.i  let\LT  p.:Mer:,  in  Cunij '.;~ncc  \\iii\  the  clax' 

ll.r  jf«»jlf,  i»  I  t:;.'lh   i:   ■!;!*:>,  m\1  :^  ..'.vl:  t;:c  c   urt,  tr.-u 

"  ■  ^      J  t      -  I      ■  } 

r.   • '       ■•ilri'.  »>■       •■•       "•'•f-'i«^4*'  r-l"  '•■■1'.  ■"*•■      '     1^'  * 

it-:  ::w.ii.:c!»   i'V  V.'....:)   i':."  ii  urC  n.av   iiiii;:;.J..tr   the   i.'.ani;^ 

i    » 1.  :  .,.:■•?   ;  .1  .;:■..  r  i  ..•.,:!.  ;n  th  ::   •  i   •Lr\  i:ik  ihcir  iv  -: 

.»   ;.' tr   v.!     h   I     :'.  V. r.d   ..:.    i  ■   *•  :i.t   i-5    i.;c  i.«.'k:ur:'.:i^ 

.  *  ..      '  ■;  •    :!  l-»      .  .  ,  : 

1  'c  I.  '  .'  If  ^  ?;     ^-  :  ;.       ..  ',   :iiv    !.■    ...   ;•■   thc:;.fore   to 
j^^t(.--|  '.  .-^di  :i   it  .    (....:..:  :;...:  i;..-y  \\i",  lA^v.-Hx  a  preccJi 
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virtue  may  at  any  time  be  opprefled,  but  which  can  be  very 
neceflary  fbr  die  detedion  of  wickednefs  ;  fince  there  is  no 
icy  that  it  will  often  happen,  that  a  man  really  guilty  of  enor- 
crimes  can  fecure  himfelf  from  difcovery,  or  conned  others 
kim  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  cannot  impeach  him  without 
themielves. 
my  Lords,  ^dienever  virtue  is  to  be  perfecuted,  whenever 
accufations  are  to  be  promoted,  this  method  is  inconteftably 
for  DO  reward  can  fo  efficacioufly  prevail  upon  men  who  lan- 
in  daily  fear  of  public  juftice,  as  a  grant  of  impunity. 
may  be  urged,  my  Liords,  I  own,  that  all  enquiries  into  futu- 
idle  Ijpeculations ;  that  the  expedient  propofed  is  proper  on 
fvdent  occaCon,  and  that  no  methods  of  juftice  are  to  be  al- 
if  the  poffibility  of  applying  them  to  bad  purpofes,  is  a  fuf- 
icafim  for  rejeding  them. 

to  this,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  anfwered  with  equal  reafon,  that 
procels  of  law  is  likewife  in  fome  degree  defedVive ;  that  the 
>ns  of  circumftances  are  variable  without  end,  and  there- 
cannot  be  comprifed  in  any  certain  rule ;  and  that  we  muft  have 
idled  method  of  juftice,  if  we  cannot  be  content  with  fuch 
pofEbly  be  fometimes  eluded. 
my  Lords,  it  may  be  oblerved  farther,  that  fcarcely  any 
can  be  conceived,  however  generally  unrcafonable  and  un- 
which  may  not  be  fometimes  equitable  and  proper ;  and  that  if 
to  lay  afide  all  regard  to  futurity,  and  a£l  merely  with  regard 
frefent  exigence,  it  may  be  often  proper  to  violate  every  part 
oonftitution.    This  Houfe  may  fometimes  have  rejected  bill's 
to  the  nation ;  and  if  this  reafoning  be  allowed,  it  might 
wife  and  juft  in  the  Commons  and  the  emperor  to  have 
cor  authority  by  .force,  to  have  voted  us  ufelefs  on  that 
and  have  pailed  the  law  without  our  concurrence. 
idi  nrgard  to  the  eftablifhment  of  criminal  profecutions,  as  well 
civil  rights,  we  are,  my  Lords,  to  cohiidcr  what  is  upon 
Vhokmoft  for  the  advantage  of  the  public ;  we  are  not  to  admit 
which  may  l)e  fometimes  ufcful,  but  may  be  often  pcrni- 
and  which  fuppofe  men  better  or  wifer  than  they  arc.     We 
pant  ab(    ute  power  to  a  wife  and  moderate  prince,  becaufe 
may  inherit  his  power  without  his  virtue' ;  we  arc  not 
alio'     new  metiioiis  of  profecution  upon  :ji  occuiion  on 

M    4  WVACA 
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which  they  may  (eem  ufcful,  becatufe  they  may  be  employed  • 
pofes  very  different  from  thofe  for  which  they      re  introdiiceL 

Thus,  my  Lords  I  have  (hewn  the  impfwr-.ety  of  the  bit 
before  us,  upon  the  molt  favourable  fuppoiition  that  can  poi 
made ;  a  fuppoiition  of  the  guilt  of  the  noble  perfoo  againft  «l 
is  contrived.  And  furely,  my  Lords,  what  cannot  eiren  in  A 
be  approved,  muft,  if  we  fuppofe  him  innocent,  be  dcteftctL 

That  he  is  really  innocent,  my  Lords,  that  be  is  only  bbi 
by  calumny,  and  purfued  by  refentment,  cannot  be  moie  ft 
proved  than  by  the  neccdity  to  which  his  enemies  are  reduced,  o 
expedients  ne«r  heard  of  in  this  nation  before,  to  procure  accu 
againft  him ;  expedients  which  they  cannot  ihew  to  have  I 
any  time  necelFary  for  the  punifliment  of  a  man  really  wick 
which,  by  bringing  guilt  and  innocence  into  the  fame  danger 
us  at  liberty  to  imagine,  that  he  is  clear  from  the  crimes  impi 
him,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  purfue  him  with  the 
refentment,  and  the  loudcft  clamours. 

It  may  well  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  whom  he 
long  defeated  by  his  abilities,  fee  thcmfelvcs  now  baffled  by  hu 
cence  ^  and  that  they  only  now  perfccute  his  chara^er,  to  k 
true  rcafon  for  v^hich  they  formerly  attacked  his  power. 

I  l.opc,  my  Lords,  I  Qiall  be  eafily  forgiven  for  obfervin 
th;^  is  a  teftimony  of  uncorrupted  greatnefs,  more  illuftrioi 
aiv  former  minifter  has  ever  obtained :  for  when  was  it  knov 
Lords,  that  after  a  continuance  of  power  for  twenty  years,  an 
when  his  conduct  became  the  fubjcA  of  public  examinatio 
without  accufers  \ 

I  cannot,  for  my  part,  but  congratulate  the  noble  peribo  «| 
triumph  over  malice,  malice  afliited  by  fubtilty  and  experics 
wealth  and  pnwcr,  which  is  at  length  obliged  to  confe^  its  imp 
to  call  upon  us  to  alliit  it  with  new  laws,  to  enable  it  to  oflb 
wAi  J  for  evidence  .i^.iiiift  him,  and  throw  down  the  boonda 
n.uur:il  juftice,  ihat«  he  may  be  hamfled,  cenfured  and  op| 
u;*on  who'n  it  rannot  be  proved  that  he  ever  deviated  firooi  d 
ot  rnfloyed  his  powTr  for  any  other  end  than  the  promolioo 
|,  /  !  r  haj^pireft. 

Had  the  oAicer«  of  the  crown,  my  Lords,  vriien  hb  inSoen 
^errrfrnted  fo  great,  and  hts  dommion  fo  abfolute,  prcjcA 
fuvT  mcafuici  lor  hi!»  defence  i  had  tiiey  propofed  to  fika 


r^S.J  INDEMNIFYING     EVIDENCE.  169 

tnts  by  calling  them  to  z  trial,  and  oflFered  a  dated  price  for 
.tions  againft  them,  how  loudly  would  they  have  been  charged 
Jie  moll  flagrant  violation  of  the  laws,  and  the  moft  open  dif- 
I  of  the  rights  of  nature ;  with  how  much  vehemence  would  it 
xen  urged,  that  they  were  intoxicated  with  their  fuccefs,  and 
1  the  full  fecurity  of  power  they  thought  themfelves  entitled  to 
i  the  great  diftin£lions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  determined  to 
Y  the  law  for  the  completion  of  thofe  purpoi'es,  in  which  juftice 
give  them  no  affiftance. 

Mibt  not  that  your  Lordibips  will  eafily  perceive,  that  this  cen- 
t  equally  juft  in  either  cafe  ;  that  you  will  not  allow  any  man 
profecutcd  by  methods  which  he  ought  not  to  have  ufed  in  his 
ale  ;  that  you  will  not  expofe  any  man  to  hardihips,  from  which 
other  member  of  the  community  is  exempt ;  that  you  will  not 
any  man  to  be  tried  by  hired  evidence  j  and  that  you  will  not 
mn  him  whom  the  law  acquits. 

"d  B  ATHURST  fpoke  next  in  fubftance  as  follows : — My  Lord?, 
[ueftion  under  our  confideration  has  been  fo  long  and  fo  accu- 
debated,  that  little  can  be  added  to  the  arguments  on  cither  fide; 
erefore,  though  I  think  it  neceflary  on  fo  important  an  occafion 
ke  a  folemn  declaration  of  my  opinion,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
t  it,  not  fo  much  by  any  arguments  of  my  own,  as  by  a  reca- 
don  and  cpmparifon  of  thofe  which  have  been  already  heard  by 
Lordfliips. 

as  not  been  denied^  that  the  puni(hment  of  crimes  is  abfolutely 
iury  to  the  public  fecurity ;  and  as  it  is  evident,  that  crimes 
t  be  puniflied  unlefs  they  are  detected,  it  mud  be  allowed,  that 
fcovery  of  wicked  meafures  ought  to  be  in  a  very  great  degree 
ire  of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  government  of  the 
I ;  nor  can  they  better  difcharge  their  truft,  than  by  defeating 
dfices  of  intrigue,  and  blocking  up  the  retreats  of  guilt, 
is  likewife,  my  Lords,  is  admitted  with  fuch  reftriclions  as  ftctn 
ed  to  preclude  any  advantage  that  might  be  drawn  from  the 
ante  of  a  concedion ;  for  it  is  urged,  that  guilt  is  not  to  be 
sd  by  any  methods  which  are  not  juft,  and  that  no  methods  are 
hicb  are  not  ufual. 

5  firft  pofition,  my  Lords,  I  have  no  intention  to  controvert ; 
IS  not  to  violate  juftice^  but  to  preferve  it  from  violation,  that 
U  has  been  projefled  or  defended.     But,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  bo 
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obferved,  that  they  who  fo  warmly  recomi  e  ftriAcft  lAi 

tp  jufticc.  Teem  not  fully  to  uivJcrftand  d  j  which  tfaef 
TodojtiUicc,  my  Lords,  is  to  a£t  with  lit  litjr,  to  faviifl 
the  mind  all  regard  to  pcribnal  motives,  and  to  confidcr  every 
tion  in  its  whole  extent,  without  fuflcring  the  attention  to  be  rcA 
to  particular  circumftances,  or  the  judgment  to  be  obfliud 
partial  affedlion. 

This  rule,  my  Lords,  feems  not  to  have  been  rerj  CMitfJi 
fer\'ed  by  the  moft  vehement  advocates  for  juftice  an  the  cafe  I 
us ;  for  they  appear  not  to  be  foUcitous  that  anf  IhonU  n 
juilice  but  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  they  do  not 
that  the  public  has  cried  out  for  juftice  more  than  meaty 
juftice  which  has  not  }'et  been  obtained,  and  which  can  be  ob 
only  by  the  method  now  propoicd. 

It  is  neccflary,  my  Lords,  for  thofc  who  are  fo  watchful  a 
the  breach  of  juftice,  to  prove  that  any  means  can  be  iiii)aft 
have  no  other  tendency  than  the  detection  of  wickednefS^  of  wi 
nels  too  artful  or  too  powerful  to  be  punilhed  by  the  conmoB 
*of  law. 

The  iatroduAioo  of  new  methods  of  profecution,  is  the  n 
confcquence  of  new  fchemc5  of  villainy,  or  new  aru  of  cr 
nor  is  it  neccflary  that  precedents  fliould  be  produced,  when  th 
dom  of  the  legiflature  concurs  in  acknowledging  the  ncceiEty  < 
traorJinary  mcafuicv.  I'hough  ourconftitution  is  in  the  hi^hi 
grec  excellent,  I  never  )Tt  heard  that  it  was  pcffed,  and  whan 
not  perfect  may  be  improved.  Our  laws,  however  wife,  ai 
the  contrivances  of  human  policy ;  and  why  Ihould  vrc  dcfp 
adding  fomewhat  to  w.;at  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors  ? 
fliould  we  imagine,  that  they  anticipated  every  contingency,  ai 
nothinT  for  fucceeding  a^es  ? 

I  clunk,  my  I^rds,  with  the  higheft  regard  both  of  our  La« 
thofc  by  whom  they  were  cracked,  but  I  look  with  no  lefs  vent 
on  thts  ir'.iiWioii<(  aflcmbly  ;  I  believe  your  LordOitps  equal  t 
projr:::t«irs  in  abilities ;  and  therefore,  Ance  you  cannot  but 
t-itin  in  experience,  am  contiJrnt  that  you  may  make  improve 
ia  i\  iJv:c  which  ihev  have  ereilcd  ;  that  you  mar  adorn  ii 
tKw  '«Aiiitrs,  or  ftren^then  it  with  new  fupports. 

It  cannot  Ai  \cjl{\  br  denied,  that  your  Lordfliips  have  all  the 
of  \our  a.Kvilo:> ;  a:iJ  i'i:;c:  L\ery  law  was  once  new,  it  isc 
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re  lar  from  imagining  that  there  was  always  a  neceffity  of 
ig  afcer  precedents'.  If  the  argument  drawn  from  the  want 
dents  be  now  of  any  force,  let  it  be  proved  that  its  force  was 
jiy  former  reign ;  and  let  ic  be  confidercd  how  our  govern- 
uld  have  attained  its  prefent  excellence,  had  this  Houfe,  in- 
applying  to  every  grievance  its  proper  remedy,  been  amufed 
ruing  over  journals,  and  looking  upon  every  new  emergence 
edents,  of  which  it  is  ceruin  that  there  muft  have  been  a 
ivhich  they  were  not  to  be  found. 

regulations  eftabiiflied  by  the  legiflature,  it  Is  fufficient  that 
not  produce  confufion  by  being  incohfiftent  with  former  laws» 
:y  unite  cafily  with  our  conftitution,  and  do  not  tend  to  the 
iflinent  of  the  machine  of  government.  This  coniideration, 
ds,  has  been  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  regarded  by  thofe 
rw  up  the  bill  before  us;  a  bill  of  which  the  noble  Duke  has 
,  that  it  will  be  fo  far  from  perplexing  our  judicial  proceed* 
bat  it  will  reconcile  the  law  to  itielf,  and  free  us  from  the 
y  of  obeying  one  precept  by  the  negled  of  another, 
arguments  of  the  noble  Duke  are  fuch  as,  in  my  opinion,  can- 
t  anfwered,  or  heard  impartially  without  convidion.  The 
s  quoted  by  him  are  each  of  them  inconteftably  true ;  they  are 
»  occafion  incompatible,  and  this  is  the  only  method  by  which 
m  be  reconciled. 

'  has  he  only  (hewn  the  propriety  of  the  bill  by  irrefragable 
s,  but  has  proved  likewifc,  that  it  is  confident,  not  only  with 
mihtution  of  our  government,  but  with  the  praitice  of  our 
DCS  ;  he  has  fbewn,  that  it  may  be  fupported  not  only  by  rea- 
Dt  by  bills  of  the  fame  kind,  enabled  on  occaftons  of  far  lefs 
tauice. 

has  proved,  my  Lords,  all  that  the  moft  fcrupulous  enquirer 
ifli  i  he  has  made  it  evident,  that  the  bill  would  be  proper, 
I  it  were  unprecedented ;  he  has  produced  many  precedents  in 
t  of  it,  and  has  thereby  evinced,  that  the  only  prcfcnt  queftion 
hcther  it  is  juft  ?  To  the  precedents  allcdged  by  him  it  has 
l>je£h:d,  that  they  differ  in  fome  particulars.  But  when,  my 
t  did  any  two  actions,  however  common,  agree  In  every  cir- 
ince?  Relations  may  be  coni^licaijJ  without  end,  and  evjry 
lOipplication  produces  new  .ip.^criran-Tr,  wnichj  h:'.:/^.,  .i. 
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alw«7t  to  be  difregirded  while  the  conftituent  prindplei  i 
unvaried. 

If  we  confider  the  difficulties  in  which  die  mnjmicms  cf  il 
hive  involved  themfclves,  it  will  not  be  eafj  to  think  wcD  of  a 
which  gives  birth  to  fach  wild  a(&rtions,  and  extravagant  opi 
The)'  have  firft,  by  requiring  precedents,  dctennioed,  tkae  om 
ftittition  muft  be  henceforward  for  ever  at  a  ftand  ;  and  tin 
decbring  that  no  precedents  are  ,of  any  weight,  in  which 
circumftance  is  not  parallel  to  the  cafe  in  debate,  have  debar 
from  the  repetition  of  any  occafional  law;  they  have  dn 
almoA  in  plain  terms,  theinfclves  ufelcfs,  and  deftro\-cd  that  i 
sky  at  once,  which  they  feem  fo  much  afraid  of  communicai 
the  Commons. 

But  by  none  of  their  arts  of  fubtle  diilindlion,  my  I.«ordi 
they  been  able  to  evade  the  argument  which  arifes  from  tbi 
fbrmity  of  this  bill  to  the  common  praftice  of  our  courts  ;  an 
anent  which  has  produced  no  other  anfwer  than  loud  dec  lama 
againft  the  indecency  of  comparing  wich  pickpockets  and  hig 
men,  a  noble  perfon,  a  minifter  of  acknowledged  merit,  long  | 
with  the  favour  of  his  Sovereign,  and  long  invcftcJ  with  the  I 
truft. 

I,  my  Lords,  am  very  far  fiom  pleating  myfelf  with  licenta 
indecent  language  ;  I  am  far  from  envying  any  man  that  eaal 
which  he  obtains  either  by  good  or  by  bad  actions ;  and  have  i 
clination  of  levelling  thoperfon,  whofe  condu«S  I  dcfve  to  fa 
mined,  with  the  profligate  or  infamous.  Yet  I  cannot  fort 
obferve,  that  high  rank  is  an  aggravation  of  villaog ;  that  H 
cnjo)*cd  the  favour  of  his  Sovereigo,  is  no  defence  of  bim  th 
abufed  it ;  and  that  hieh  truft  is  an  honour  only  to  that  man, 
when  he  la}'S  down  his  office,  dares  ftand  an  enquiry. 

Had  there  been  no  precedent  in  our  judicial  proceedings,  ny  ] 
which  bcire  any  refemblance  to  this  bill,  there  would  not  from  t 
have  anfen  any  juft  objedion.  Common  proccedmgs  are  eftal 
for  common  occafions ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been  the  prioc 
our  anceftors,  that  it  is  better  to  give  ten  guilty  perfoos  an  i 
tuniry  cif  efcaping  juftlce,  than  to  puni(h  one  innocent  perfiw 
unjuft  fentence.  A  prinetple  which,  perhaps  might  not  be  cm 
in  common  cafrs,  in  which  only  one  uidividual  was  injured  b; 
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sr  when  the  trial  was  by  the  law  committed  to  a  common  jtuy, 
n^c  eaCly  be  mifled. 

sj  might  likewlfe  imagine^  my  Lords,  that  a  criminal,  encou- 
bj  a  fortunate  efcape  to  a  repetition  of  his  guilt,  would  un* 
dy  feme  time  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  law,  though  not  ex* 
.  on  pnrpoie  to  feize  him  ^  and  therefore  they  conftituted  their 
dings  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  innocence  might  at  leaft  not  be 
ped,  though  guilt  ihould  Ibmetiroes  gain  a  reprieve, 
in  the  prefcnt  cafe,  my  Lords,  every  circumftance  requires  a 
nt  condu<2«  By  the  crimes  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  de- 
mt  fingle  peribns,  or  private  families,  but  whole  nations,  and 
crs  of  men  have  long  been  injured  and  opprefied,  and  opprefled 
lich  (iicccfs,  that  the  criminal  has  no  temptation  to  renew  his 
res  ;  nor  is  there  any  danger  of  an  erroneous  fentence,  becaufe 
al  wiil  be  heard  by  this  Houfe,  by  perfons  whofe  integrity  lets 
ibove  corruption,  and  whole  wifdom  will  not  be  deceived  by 
ppcaranccs. 

is  confidcration,  my  Lords,  affords  an  unanfwerable  reply  to 
Rrhc  reprefens  the  bill  as  ill-concerted,  becaufe  the  evidence  to 
cured  by  it,  is  the  teflimony  of  men,  partners,  by  their  own 
Son^in  the  crimes  which  they  reveal. 

ry  court,  my  Lords,  examines  the  credibility  of  a  witnefs ; 
e  known  corruption  of  thefc  men  may  be  properly  pleaded  at 
al,  where  your  Lordfhips  will  balance  every  circumftance  with 
cnown  impartiality,  and  examine  how  far  every  aflertion  is 
iatcd  by  the  character  of  the  witnefs,  and  how  far  it  is  con- 
ibj  a  corisboratory  concurrence  of  known  events,  or  fupport- 
ocher  teftimonies  not  liable  to  the  fame  exception. 
iS,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  how  quickly  the  clouds  are 
td  with  which  intereft  or  perverfenefs  have  endeavoured  to 
e  the  truth,  and  how  eafily  the  flrongcft  objections  which  the 
ft  abilities  could  raife  2gainft  this  bill  are  confuted,  or  how  ap- 
iy,  when  they  are  clofcly  examined,  they  confute  themfclves. 
;  of  the  objections  that  require  no  anfwer  is,  that  which  has 
aifed  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  indemnity  offered  in  the 
rhich,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  that  oppofcd  it,  ought  to  be  re- 
d  to  panicular  perfons.  But  that  it  is  chiefly,  if  not  folely, 
ed  to  be  applied  to  thofr  whu  havj  re^ufed  to  anfwer  the  quef- 
of  rbe  co£r..,iJ::-j,  1  -v..j.  j  .,  _     ..  j;d  in  tVi'is  UovifeKsW^^ 

coti\vace^\ 
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convinced ;   it  was,  howe\'cr,  neccflan-  to  dnw  h  up  ia 
terms,  left  other  artifices  might  have  been  cinplofrd,  zad 
pointing  out  particular  perfons,  opportunity  might  hare  bee 
to  deprive  the  public  of  their  evidence,  by  prei'ailing  vpola ' 

withdraw. 

I'hc  bill  was  juftly  ftiled,  by  a  noble  Lord,  a  bill  to  pre 
irqurry  frzm  hexng  i  r.pijJirU.  The  difficulty  of  enquiries 
public  is  well  known ;  and  the  difficulty  ari(es  diiefly  fi 
inability  of  the  people  to  reward  their  advocates,  or  dicir  r 
The  ftate  of  the  court,  my  Lords,  is  very  different  \  the  croi 
not  only  prdon,  but  advance  thofe  that  have  on  any  occafi 
Rioted  its  intereft ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  too  much  po« 
for  once  granted  to  the  people,  if  they  are  empowered  to 
fimple  indemnification  into  the  balance,  and  try  whether  i 
fl:;:ht  addition  of  truth,  an  J  reafon,  and  iuftlcc,  it  will  be 
vci^h  down  tiiles,  and  wealth,  and  power. 

h  ha^  been  urged,  that  there  is  dan^*er  left  this  bill  Ihoulu 
a  precedent.     I  hope,  my  Lords,  the  Lmcoccaiion  \i:il  n 
h.ippen ;   and  whenever  it  ftiall  hereafter  occur,  the  preci 
pnflinr:  the  bill  will  be  much  lefs  dangerous  than  that  of  rrjcc 
I  hojx:  it  is  n^;t  r.tcclV.iry  to  fjy  more  on  this  occafion  ;  tt 
i.M  forl:c:!r  to  remir-.d  ioxwz  Lords  of  the  fatal  confequence 
r:  critical  coriuniV.!ies  they  have  often  HreaJe*',  or  appcaml  x 
liiV!i  a  difcrccmcnt  of  this  Iloufc  with  the  Co.Timon». 
lure,  in  which  iJ.c  nation  is  eP7-::'^J  i"  w^r,  when  the  who 
nttJi  is  one  [•■'i^cr-l  fjcnc  of  I'i.corJ  and  coiifuPioni  wKcn  t 
couDlVI?,  the  f'.rmcft  iina::Imity,  .ini!  the  mcft  vigon>us  mrit 
.ipparcntly  neccfTir^-,  it  might  :i<;t  be  improper  to  reficcr, 
feaibnablv  wc  Cial!  irritate  i>.c  (.'onimons  bv  rc":cct:nr:  x\.\s 
I-.0-.V  jutlV.'  wc  fli.:l!  exafp:ra;e  :hr  p-.orlc,  by  (hewing  ih-  n  t 
cijni;.-!jli.ts  and  rcmoaftr.i::cc5  a:c  of  no  wrigh: ;  that  thry  mu 
thu  n J:tS  of  their  grievances  from  fonie  other  power ;  ar^d 
p  cier  the  iir.:^u;jj:\  cf  one  n.-n  to  ih:  h::.^pincfs  and  ufc 
|-ub!.c. 

LurJ  Ii  A  V  fyc^Vc  .it\:  t.-J  tl.c  :'.  !Iov."r:/  purjvfc  :— My  L 
there  hjH  in  lhi>  ajlv.1,:  bjcn  \cry  r:cqut::t  x.ciil.iMi  of  c\tr: 
1-  .-.  ot  new  modj^  of  wiii.t  Jrief«,  wLaS  f:»]v::e  r.cw  1 
I  r  n:vd'j:e,  ..:.d  rev/  .irt*  it  cIjJ  ;:/  'i:  ;*..,*,  uh  c\\  r'  Vic  rrw 
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%  any  fentimmts  on  this  qucftion ;  fentimcnts  not  fo  much  formed 

imprefled  by  experience,  and  which  I  owe  not  to 
of  penetration  into  future  events,  but  to  fubfe- 
of  my  own  errors. 
my  Lords,  that  in  eveiy  colllfion  of  parties,  that 
iiAich  their  pafEons  are  inflamed,  is  always  termed  an 
conjundure,  an  important  crifis  of  affairs,  either  be- 
to  talk  in  ftrong  terms  of  the  buTiRcfs  in  which  they 
I,  for  the  iake  of  aggrandizing  themfelves  in  their  own 
and  that  of  die  world,  or  beciufe  the  prefent  object  appears 
to    their  fight  by  intercepting  others,  and  that  is  imagined 
to  be  really  moil  ixriportant  in  itfeif,  by  which  their  own 
Mare  is  mofi  afieded. 

Dh  thcfe  extraordinary  occafions,  my  Lords,  the  victorious  have 
hpys  en(!eavoured  to  fecure  their  conqueil,  and  ta  gratify  their 
{■on  by  Rcw  laws,  by  laws,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  by  whom 
promoted,  only  juftiliable  by  the  prefent  exigence.  And  no 
has  a  new  rotation  of  ait'airs  given  the  fuperiority  to  another 
than  another  law  equally  unrenlbnable  and  equally  new,  is 
squally  neceilary  for  a  contrary  purpofc.  Thus  is  our  confti- 
Tiolated  by  both,  under  the  pretence  of  fecuring  it  from  the 
of  each  other,  and  lading  evils  have  been  admitted  for  the  iake 
jng  a  temporary  danger. 
Jhare  been  too  long  acquainted  with  mankind  to  charge  any  party 
Icfinccrity  in  their  conduit,  or  to  accufe  them  of  affecting  to 
:fit  tbir  difputes  as  more  momentous  than  they  appeared  to 
ejvs.  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  highly  every  man  learns 
that  which  he  has  long  contended  for,  and  how  eafily  every 
prevails  upon  himfcif  to  believe  the  fecurity  of  the  public  com- 
With  his  own.  I  have  no  other  intention  in  thcfe  remarks, 
to  fhew  how  men  are  betrayed  into  a  concurrence  in  meafures, 
'triikh,  when  the  ardour  of  oppofition  has  fubfided,  and  the  ima- 

danger  is  paft,  they  have  very  feldom  failed  to  repent. 

*!  do  not  remember,  my  Lords,  any  deviation  from  the  eftablifhed 

of  our  conftitution,  which  has  not  afterwards  produced  remorfc 

that  advifed  it.     I  have  known  manv  endeavour  to  obviate 

eviU  that  I      ht  be  produced  by  the  precedents  which  they  have 

ti  eflablifli,  by  public  declarations  of  their  repentance, 

Igneots  of  their  error }  and  for  my  pait^  \  t&V.^  ^\% 
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opportunity  of  declaring,  that  though  I  have  more     in  once 
extraordinary  bills,  I  do  not  recoiled  one  which  I  would  not 
oppofe,  nor  one  of  which  experience  has  not         im  me,  itei 

danger  is  greater  than  the  benefit. 

I  have  learned  at  length,  my  Lords  that  our  conftitutioo  kail 
fb  formed  by  the  wifJom  of  our  anceftorf,  that  it  is  able  to 
stfelf  by  its  own  powers,  without  any  affillance  from  tenporaryi 
pedients,  which,  like  fome  kinds  of  medicines  in  the  human 
may  give  it  the  appearance  of  uncommon  vigour9  but 
fecrct,  prey  upon  its  noblcft  parts,  and  hurry  it  to  a  fndden 

But  none  of  all  the  meafures   into  which  I  have  (een 
precipitated  by  acrimony  and  impetuodcy,  have  I  known  panUj 
the  bill  which  is  now  defended  in  this  Houfe  ;  a  bill  which  1 
wc  (hall  have  reafon  to  term  the  wildeft  effort  of  mifguided  seal, 
the  moft  abfurd  projc£t  th.it  the  cnthufiafm  of  faction  ever 

The  particular  claut'es  of  this  bill  have  been  already  examined 
great  acuicnds  and  penetration,   and  have  all  been   (hewn  m\ 
abfurd  or  ufelcfs.     I  (hall  therefore  only  add  this  oblervaiioo, 
the  indemnification,  however  liberally  offered,  will  be  wholly  Ji 
difpol'al  of  thofc  who  (hall  receive  the  examinations  by  whom, 
fuch  difcoverics  arc  not  made  as  iliey  may  happen  to  expec 
witnciick  nuy  be  charged  with  rcferve  and  infinccnty,  and  be 
cutcd  for  Cvkk  crimes  which  could  never  have  been  known  b«l 
their  own  contcirion. 

It  i»  Lilt  i:r.po!l;b!c,  but  that  if  the  bait  of  indemnification 
bi'  foimJ  ii.:Mtiic:c:it  to  produce  tcfti monies  againll  the  noble 
a  bill  uf  iu:ii!i  ^i:J  i^  !ulties  may  be  attempted  to  terrify  thofe 
are  tcjo  wife  (m  be  iiifitared  by  fpecious  promifes  ^  for  what  may 
be  cxjH'wU'J  f^nni  t!i  )ic  who  have  ulreaJy  tent  their  fcllow-fubje^ i 
priiJii,  only  Ui  r;;..!-::^',  to  accufc  thcml'clvcs  ? 

Ntjr  cifi  I  J:U'  vcf,  niy  LorJs  how  the  moft  abandoned  vilM 
Viii  be  i.iiilcrcJ  I'lom  procurini;  indemnity  by  perjury,  or  what  M 
e\(.!»..!-  a  c</r.tp'r.:tjr  agjind  the  life  and  guvernmen:  of  hu  Kb 
\ti\y  t(i>n  parJt  ii«  \t  he  Iwcirs,  that  in  a  plot  for  fetting  the  Pi* 
t^*:;ic:  :;  tl:c  throne,  he  was  aflillcd  by  the  counfds  of  the  L«.i  i 
UxK.r.!. 

It  hji^  irdrrJ  been  in  fome  degree  granted,  that  tlie  bill  rrqoifi 

fimic  arrrrid.T.cnt,  by  propofing  that  the  necefl'jry  alterations  nuyli 

£iidJc  to  .'j«.^  pates  o:  i:  ja  iha'A  ay^^i  dcfciUvc  to  the  cociniiiM^ 
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I  "vrould  indeed  be  highly  expedient,  if  only  fome  particular 
s .  ^rere  exceptionable ;  but,  my  Lords,  the  intention  of  the 
cruel  and  oppreffive ;  the  meafurcs  by  which  that  intention  is 
otcd  are  fiontrary  to  law,  and  without  precedent;  and  the 
lal  principle  is  falfe,  as  it  fuppofes  a  criminal  previous  to  the 

is  urged  as  the  mod  prefSng  argument  by  the  advocates  for  the 
chat  ic  ought  to  be  pafied  to  gratify  the  people.  I  know  not, 
«ord?,  upon  what  principles  thofe  who  plead  fo  earneftly  for  rigid 
:c,  can  endeavour  tp  influence  our  decifions  by  any  other  mo- 
I ;  or  why  they  think  it  more  equitable  to  facrifice  any  man  to 
rrfentment  of  the  people,  than  to  the  malice  of  any  finglc  perfon; 
CAn  conceive  why  it  (hould  be  thought  Icfs  criminal  to  fell  our 
«s  for  popularity  than  for  preferment. 

U  this  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  a  bill  contrary  tc  all  former  laws, 
'inconfiftent  with  itfelf;  as  it  only  tends  to  produce  a  bad  end  by 
,  means,  and  violates  the  conditution  not  to  relieve  but  to  opprefs; 
he  parts,  fmgly  confidered,  are  defe6tive,  and  the  whole  grounded 
la  a  falfe  principle ;  it  Neither  requires  any  longer  debate,  nor 
bires  any  farther  confidcration  \  it  is  rather  to  be  detefted  than 
^fed,  and  to  be  reje<£lcd  without  any  fuperfiuous  attempt  for  its 
kndn.enc. 

[The  aforementioned  Lords  were  all  who  fpoke  in  this  debate. 
IB  queftion  being  then  put.  Whether  the  bill  (hould  be  committed  ? 
iided  in  the  negative. 


Content    47 
Proxies      jo 

57 


Not  content    92 
Proxies  1 7 


1(^9 

rt  a  Proteft  was  entered  on  this  occafion,  figr.ed  by  28  Lords ; 
e  fermer  part  of  it  drawn  from  the  fpcech  of  the  Duke  of  Argylc, 
flthc  latter  part  of  it  from  that  of  Lord  Carteret.] 


Vbt.n.  N  HO\3^1L 
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illay  20,   1742. 
On  tbi  Security  and  Prote^hn  $/  Trade  and  Naviiaii$m, 

The  (ame  day  that  the  Lords  read  a  firft  time  the  indemnii 
bill,  they  read  alfo  for  the  fir&  time  a  bill  fent  from  the  Coa 
entitled,  Jn  At}  for  the  tetter  fratetling  and  fecurimg  ike  Tn 
Navl^atien  $f  this  Kingdem  in  Time  $f  IFar.  As  chit  btU  ha 
rnarkable  rife,  paficd  the  Commons  without  a  divifioii,  and  t 
propoiiBd  by  it  was  fo  commendable,  it  may  be  proper  to  giw 
account  of  it  before  we  proceed  to  the  debate  thereon  in  the 
of  Lords. 

It  may  be  remembered,  that  we  have  mentioned  great  c 
complaint  on  account  of  the  lofles  fuftained  by  the  Britilh  mei 
from  the  enemy's  privateers,  who  were  not  fuficiently  checked 
merchants  and  traders  of  London,  Briftol,  and  other  cities, 
applied  to  the  adminifiration  in  vain,  prefented  petitions  ti 
Houies,  fctting  fenh,  among  other  things,  ^that  notwtthft 
**  the  growing  infolence  of  the  Spanifli  privateers  the  applk 
^*  of  the  fuficring  merchants  for  protcvlion  and  rrdrcis,  ha« 
*^  neglcclcd  \  that  numbers  of  his  Majcfty*s  muil  ufeful  fubj^ 
*^  been  reduced  to  want  and  imprifonment,  or,  compelled  by 
**  man  treatment,  and  defpairing  of  a  Cartel  for  the  exdu 
prifoncrs,  had  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  Spain ;  that  there  ha 
various  neglc£ls  and  delays  in  the  appointment  of  convoy 
fomc  of  the  commanders  of  the  few  that  had  been  granted,  d 
the  (hips  unJcr  their  care  at  fe^i,  and  left  them  as  a  prey 
enemy,'*  &c. 

One  petition  farther  (ays,  ^  That  the  want  of  (hips  of  fon 
^*  pcrly  Rationed,  encouraged  the  enemy  to  increafe  the  nua 
•*  their  privateers/* 

Another,  ^  That  mod  of  the  captures  were  almoft  on  ota 
^  in  the  channel  and  foundm^s,  u  t  titne  when  the  naval  t 


•c 

ii 
U 
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^^as  greater  than  ever  was  known,  a  few  (hips  of  which 
lave  ruined  the  enemy's  privateers." 

of  the  petitioners  apprehend,  ^<  that  mod  of  the  captures 
have  been  prevented,  had  a  few  (hips  been  properly  fta- 
on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  and  the  commanders  kept  to 
Skeft  duty." 

petitioners  '*  are  not  a  little  alarmed,  not  only  at  the  in- 
aiid  number  of  the  Spani(h  privateers  lately  equipped,  but 
unexpected  great  ftrength  the  enemy  have  lately  (hewn  in 
editerranean,  by  which  their  tiade  muft  become  more  pre* 
s  than  ever." 

aft  petition  delivered  in  was  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
mons  of  the  city  of  London,  fetting  forth,  *'  that  they  had 
I  powerful  and  well  provided  fleet  remain  inactive  in  our 
lorts,  or  more  inglorioufly  putting  to  fea,  without  the  ap- 
ice  of  any  enterprize  in  view ;  while  our  trading  vclTels  were 
cxpofed  to  the  privateers  of  an  inconfiderable  port,  and  a 

enemy  holds  our  naval  power  in  deriiion,  to  the  ruin  of 

die  enriching  the  enemy,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  Briti(h 


t» 


•  general  requeft  is,  *'  That  they  may  have  regular  convoys, 
hat  the  Commanders  be  ordered  not  to  defert  their  charge 

in  danger ;  that  cruizers  be  properly  ftationed,  fubjeft  to 
inTpeCbion  as  (hall  beft  anfwer  the  end  defigned." 

all  concluded  with  praying,  ^^  that  the  Houfe  would  make 
provifion  for  the  future  fecurity  of  the  navigation  and  com- 
Pof  thefe  kingdoms  as  they  (hall  think  fit." 
petitions  were  (cvcrally  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a 
«c  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  following  orders  m«Me  for 
f  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

a  account  of  his  Majefly's  (hips  of  war  which  have  been 
d  fince  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  as  cruizers  for  the  pro- 
of the  trade  of  this  kingdom  on  this  fide  Cape  Finlflcrrc, 
ions  of  fuch  (hips,  and  how  long  ordered  to  continue  there- 
ridi  the  times  of  their  going  to  fea,  and  their  returning  into 

■ 

rhen  fuch  (hips  were  cleared,  and  which  of  them  tallowed, 
m  Ttfyt66yc\y. 

hejioitmals  of  the  commanders  of  fuch  of  his  M«\je{tv*s  (h\^% 
whMve  been  anphycd',  (ince  the  commencem^ut  ot  xXv^  ^\^- 

N  2  fc^*^ 
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fcnt  war  as  cruifcrs  for  the  protection  of  tiaJe,  on  this  fide  < 
Finiftcrrc. 

3.  An  account  of  the  (hips  of  war  built  in  any  of  hx%  Mif 
yards,  which  have  been  launched  fince  July  I739t  chc  times  < 
launched,  when  firft  put  to  Tea,  and  on  what  fcrvices  cmplovtd. 

4.  An  account  of  the  fhips  of  war  built  in  private  yards  b 
Mujclly's  ftrvice,  in  the  r.4id  time ;  didingullhiag  the  limes  when 
tractcd  for,  when  launched,  when  tirft  put  to  fca,  and  on  wha 
vices  employed. 

5.  An  account  of  the  (hips  and  vcflels  purchafcd  for  his  Maji 
fervicc  fmcc  the  faid  time,  iiinirv<[uiflnng  when  purchaCcd,  wba 
put  to  fca,  and  what  fervices  employed  in. 

6.  An  account  of  the  (hips  of  war  appointed  as  convoys  li 
trade  of  this  kingdom  to  foreign  parts,  hnce  the  commenceim 
the  prcfcnt  war,  di(lingui(hing  the  (hips  appointed,  and  the  part 
ft-rviccf,  together  with  the  notices  given  to  the  traders  of  the 
prefixed  for  their  failing,  and  the  times  they  failed  rcf|Kiiivcly. 

7.  That  his  Majefty  be  addrelVcd   for  the   report  of   Lhe 
millioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Ix>rd  High  Aumifi&l  to  hit 
jcfty  in  Council,  upon  the  petition  of  the  merchant^,  rela::rrg  to 
lofTcs  during  the  war,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfc. 

8.  Ibat  the  fchodmafter  and  a  mariner  on  board  ht>  \lr 
(hip  the  Duke,  do  attend  the  faid  Committee. 

Six  day^  after  thefo  ordcr&  palled,  the  faid  accounts  aiu!  report 
piefcnted  to  the  Houfc  by  the  ^Secretary  of  the  Adiniralin. 

1  here  were  alio  laid  before  them  copies  of  abo*.  >:  o;.;  hu 
letters,  fron)  and  to  the  Secretary  ul  State,  Admit al»,  .\ii»hatl 
Confuls,  Commanders  of  his  Mijclly*s  (h-p«,  and  t;^Jir.^  vt 
fiom  the  coirmifTioners  of  the  Tick  and  hurt  fcatncn,  with  hck 
cartel  1 1  r  exchange  of  prifoncrs;  and  memorials  and  reprtiem 
from  mcrchaittft. 

Alfo  jL  U([  vl'  (hips  taken  fince  the  commencement  of  the  wii 
01  thr  prtfoncrs  made  by  the  enemy,  al;*o  letters  from  (cveral  of 
relating  to  chcir  treatment,  and  from  the  Ciptain-CrerKral 
province  where  the  fatd  Icamcn  were  impril'oneii,  relating  to  J 
change;  ftveral  certificates  and  depoiitions,  and  a  prupo(al  I 
rord4  4if  the  Admiralty  for  a  general  exchange  of  prifonen 
copies  of  the  orders  of  the  Commidioners  of  Admiralty  to  Ci 
MiJ  Comauttdcn  on  chceiKm)\cuaiV. 
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r-Vedtions  from  the  wives  of  feamen  taken  prifoners  ;  letters  to  and 
the  principal  officers  of  the  enemy,  prifoners  in  Britain,  relating 
:tte  exchange. 

i£catcs  of  the  difcharge  of  fevcral  prifoners,  by  the  enemy,  on 
life  that  a  like  number  of  the  prifcners  in  Britain  fhould  ba 
ir;:ed. 

Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  alfo  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  book 
regularions  and  inftruclions  relating  to  the  fea  fervice,  eftablifh- 
\j  bfs  Majefty  in  Council. 

Tbefir  rcquifitcs  being  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they 
into  a  Committee  on  the  23d  day  of  their  fitting,  heard  one  of 
petitioners,  feveral  witnelles,  and  dcRred  to  fit  again. 
the  mean  time  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  feventeen  other  letters 
ling  lea  affairs,  and  an  account  when  the  Eaft  India  Company 
applied  fince  the  war  began  for  a  convoy  to  St.  Helena,  and  when 
tkiled,  and  what  number  of  (hips  came  under  the  faid  convoy, 
on  the  25th  day  of  fitting  the  Committee  heard  more  witneiTes. 
Next  day  they  proceeded,  when  an  account  was  brought  in  of  the 
■pmlh  prifoners  relcafed,  by  what  orders,  and  on  what  conditions  ; 
kbam  account  of  the  number  of  feamen  employed  the  lad  year,  dif- 
i^guiihing  how  many  at  home,  and  how  many  abroad,  alio  of  the 
Wober  of  ihips  and  veflcls  of  war,  diftinguifliing  the  rates. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  alfo  prefented  a  lift  of  the  names 
fftfae  merchant  ihips,  and  the  mafters,  as  have  behaved  fo  ncgli^e::tly 
U  to  delay  the  convoys  from  whom  they  had  taken  failing  orders,  or 

tK  have  abandoned  the  fame,  or  that  have  been  any  wiiys  difobcdicnt 
the  inftruclions  cftablKhcd  for  good  government,  wi:h  the  nar- 
bdon  of  the  facts  f.ncc  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Alfo  copies  of  the  rcafons  given  in  v/riting  by  fuch  Commanders  of 
lb  Majefty's  ihips  as  have  been  appointed  in  this  war  as  cruifers  en 
this  fide  Cape  Fiiiifterrc,  for  leaving  their  ftations  or  for  coming  into 
^OR,  before  the  time  required  by  their  orders,  which  papers  wlt?; 
iay-one  in  number. 

All  which  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  r.nd  then  they 
hard  Iboie  other  evidence,  and  after  further  proceeding  defircd  leave 
Id  fit  again. 

Next  day  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  prefented  copie*?  of  all  ap- 
llfeltioBS  for  convoys  for  flilps  and  cruizers,  and  wixat  v/ns  done 
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thereon,  which  papers  were  above  forty,  of  which  eigfu 
tions  to  get  convoys  for  fingle  fhips. 

All  which  papers  and  accounts  were  referred  to  the  laid  C 
tee,  which  was  to  proceed  again  on  the  28th  day,  but  the 
were  defircd  to  adjourn  for  fifteen  days.  When  the  HouCe  tn< 
the  faid  Secretary  prcfcnted  copies  of  all  complaints  made  i 
war  began,  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  againft, 
lating  to  commanders  leaving  the  trade  under  their  convoy, 
ftations,  or  for  impreffing  fcamcn  out  of  outward-bound  fluj 
clsarance,  or  homeward-bound  before  they  reached  thctr  port 
other  mifbehaviour,  or  injury  done  by  them  to  trade,  wiibaoa 
of  what  has  been  done  thereupon. 

Thefe  papers,  including  the  complaints  and  the  orders  give 
upon,  which  are  much  the  greater  part,  with  juflificatiocis  fi 
commanders,  were  in  number  forty ;  but  wc  ought  not  to  01 
amongft  them  there  is  a  reprefenution  of  the  Portugal  meid 
favour  of  one  commander,  Capt.  Ambrofe,  who  had  taken 
of  the  enemy's  privateers. 

On  the  33d  day  of  fitting  was  prefented,  from  the  ofice 
fick  and  wounded  feamen,  copies  of  the  returns  from  fuch  pe 
have  been  empowered  to  pay  his  Majcfty*s  bounty  to  the  Bri:i 
js£ls»  prifoners  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  diftinguiOiing  the  nji 
men  paid  each  month,  and  what  (hips  they  belonged  to,  an 
uken. 

Alfo  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  been  put 
(hore  f.om  his  M^jcfty's  (hips,  into  tbc  horpjtilslait  year,  tiitt! 
ing  how  many  died,  and  how  many  were  returrxd  (o  the  U 
run  away,  or  were  otherwife  difpofcd  of. 

Which  papers  were  referred  to  tlic  faid  Committee,  and  xt 
went  into  it,  heard  further  evidence,  and  the  Chairman  defin 
to  fit  again. 

Accordmi^ly  they  proceeded  on  this  affair  the  35th  day,  an 
further  evidence. 

On  the  37ih  day  more  papers  were  Lid  before  the  Houfi 
three  feveral  orders  iffucJ  by  the  Admiralty  to  the  Commandci 
Majcrty\  (hips  in  the  ports  of  Poriu^al,  or  fuch  as  fliall  hai 
finn  to  put  into  the  laid  ports  ;  alfo  au  cflimaie  of  the  deb< 
navy  i  which  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  and  ihc 
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ic»  and  came  to  feveral  rdbludoos  which  were  reported  the 
and  £re  as  fc^ow. 

ft  refolurion  was.  That  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that 
nding  the  repeated  applications  of  the  merchants  for  cruifec^ 
rri J  ftationed  for  die  prote£lion  of  the  trade  of  this  nation 
Mivateers  of  Spain,  the  due  and  neceflary  care  has  not  been 
eep  a  proper  number  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  employed  in  that 
lore  efpecially  in  and  near  the  Channel  and  Soundings  ;  for 
rhich,  many  (hips  had  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  lome  of 
tnfideraUe  f  alue,  to  the  great  lofs  of  many  of  bis  Majefty's 
he  great  advantage  and  encouragement  of  the  enemy,  and 
lOur  of  this  nation.  II.  That  the  detention  of  the  (hips 
'ortugal  for  near  twelve  months,  by  the  refulal  of  protedions 
ime,  and  the  delay  o[  convoys  afterwards,  gave  our  rivals 
a  opportunity  of  introducing  new  (pedes  of  their  woollen 
ins  into  Portugal,  to  the  great  detriment  of  this  kingdom, 
his  foundation  the  Houfe  ordered  that  a  bill  be  brought  in 
terprotei^ing  and  (ecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
in  times  of  war;  and  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
xafed)  and  Sir  John  Barnard,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 

I  ft  day  of  April,  being  the  59th  of  their  fitting,  the  Lord 
lA>ndon  prefented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  the  better 

and  fecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kiirgdom  in 
rar,  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  a  f.ril  time,  and 
» be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  to  be  printed. 
(>n  of  fome  omiffion,  we  do  not  find  when  the  bill  was  read 
ime ;  but,  on  the  7 2d  fitdng,  a  day  was  appointed  to  go 
Knmittee  on  the  79th,  when  they  did,  and  made  feveral 
Its,  which  were  reported  on  the  Sad  day,  and  with  amend- 
one  of  them  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engroiied* 
jth  fitting  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  p^fled,  ;ind  the 
yor  of  London  was  ordered  to  carry  the  bill  to  the  Lord*', 

their  concurrence.  And  three  days  after  it  was  read  by 
fliips  a  firft  time,  and  is  as  follows  ;  the  words  within  thcfe 
]  (hewing  how  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  the  amend- 
hdc  in  its  progrefs  through  the  Houie  of  Commons  v.';th 
le  words  left  out. 
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An  A^f^r  thi  bitter  prsteifin^  andfecurin^  rfthf  I'rai:  c^i  Xsr 

sf  thii  kingdom  in  times  of  war, 
"  WHEREAS  it  is  ncccflarv,  in  times  of  w:ir,  tVat  i  fx* 
number  of  Blips  (hculd  be  appointcrJ,  and  kept  coiiflantly  en; 
as  cruifers,  in  proper  ftatiuns»  for  the  protection  and  fecuriij 
trade  and  navi^ition  cf  this  kingdom  \  br  it  enabled  hy  the  \ 
Moft  Exc^'llent  Majefly,  by  and  with  ihj  advice  and  cnn:>r.:  •• 
Houfcs  of  the  Senate  in  tl.is  orefeiit  C'-t.ii»cil  alurmM-. il,  an! 

• 

authority  of  the  f4mc.  That  when  and  as  often  as  this  k.!.:^J 
be  engaged  in  war  wi:h  any  kingdom  or  ftate  in  Hur  \'c^  '-. 
above  the  fhips  of  war  fur  the  line  of  b.:t:le^  and  for  c  i :%'•.-  :o 
parts)  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  of  war  as  (hall  be  fufnrin::  r  r  •'■ 
te£lion  and  fecurity  of  the  merchant  fh:p«,  in  their  roirig  out  i 
turning  home,  fhall  be  conftantly  employed  as  criitfcrf,  cr  f. 
voys,  in  and  near  the  Britiflb  Channel  and  Soundir?«,  ?:.i 
other  Nations  on  this  fiJc  Cape  Finiftcrrc,  as  flia!!  bv  th..  I.c- 
Admiral,  or  Commiflioners  for  executing  :he  cffi^j  * :"  I  orJ 
Admiral  of  Grear-Britiin  for  the  time  bcin^,  be  juif^ci  rro  : 
for  that  purpofc  i  the  aforefaid  (hipa  of  war  to  be  cjrrcr.rJ  i 
[riircc]  times  in  the  year,  or  Gt"ti*ner,  if  ihrrc  I-l'  r^K^J'.   w  , 
thi*  fcamcn  on  bojrd  anv  fjch  cruiil-rs  (ha!l  not  be  : ::    .j   ^. 
any   other   fhip  or   (hips,  but    luch  i.:.Iy   as  f:i;;  W  .•■..: 
cnrrm':,  or  ho^e  convovs,  accordii!*/  to  t^c?vr.  :  :■:  :   .       •. 

\i  )  "  Pfo\;"!r-i  al,v.:\^,  xrA  be  it  tn.::*-J  I- .  •*...•  .  u  ^    .  •• 
l"a:r.  That  no:hir  •  hc;'-:r:  f  :.;::-inrd  fV»-!l  ni*r....\  o:     :   . 
rcfir.iin,  thr  Lord  Mi^h  AJ'nirJ  or  Ci'mrr.i.l^ m.  ,  f  .:  c  v.  .    . 
o.T.re  of  Lord  Huii  Adrr.i-:.!  !\,r  ti.c  tirr.e  btn:,  i;ivr  crc*' 
of  the  liiips  which  (ha'l  i>e  .ippointeJ  to  W  rruiiVrs   \z\  ,-j:!^ 
tSis  aS,  to  be  criplfvc^i  in  i.  c  iir.c  of  I    :!\',  (:n  c-.V  t.t       « 
ci-fTkry)   on  this  fiJe  Cjpc  Fin-ltt-rr:-,  wj'.linu?  vlu't'c  r-i:r..* 
rec^fin,  the  f.i:J  (!i.;,'»  l!  .ill  he  alwav  *:r.; '•!:■.  •,  n:  »•  p.-'   \'  •  .« 
C'.pv.^ys,  rxrci  t  \*!i-p  t':.'-y  ?.rr  circrr.ir  -  m  rr'irr  :»  ■. 

•'^.)  "  A:. 3  br  .:  f rj*.t.-    bv  :r.r  auT.or.tv  arvef.i-.J,   !'h  ?  :" 
Hij^h  Admiri!,  or  L'i».'t.':  iiHuncs    Jor  executn^:  the  rffjr  . 
Ilip'h  AJmirai  W,i  the  :  rv.-  r:r.:,  (hull  m  or  !cf.rc  the  'frft 
Ju'y  ncuj  auth-  rife  and  apj.Jint  a  Coninirr-o'rr  c  :*  ti-  Na 
Aimc  one  or  m^*rc  i^erfon  or  perfor',  w'^^o  ft  ill  ci  r.»*jr.t'v  r« 
itich  place  or  places  as  bis  Majcfly  Ihall  direct  ^  by  vi:ii.c  ci 

a: 
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nenty  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  in  the  place  or  places  for  which 
ej  fhall  be  appointed,  (hall  fupcrintend  or  overfee  every  thing 
to  the  aforc(aid  cruifers ;  and  {hall  take  care  that  every  thing 
f  be  immediately  provided  for  all  and  every  the  aforefaid 
(hips  of  war,  that  (hall  come  into  aijy  port  by  ftrcfs  of  weather, 
recn  or  refit ;  and  as  foon  as  they  or  any  of  them  arc  refitted, 
ler  all  or  any  of  the  faid  (hips  of  war  to  put  to  fea  again  as 
poffible. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacSlcd  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That 
id  after  the  faid  [firft  day  of  July]  if  any  Captain,  or  other 
m  board  any  of  his  Majefly's  (hips  of  war,  (hall  wilfully 
carry  away,  or  lofe  any  maft  or  mafts  of  any  fuch  (hip  ^,  or 
lice  atiy  falfe  pretence  or  excufe  for  leaving  the  (hition  on 
lich  (hip  or  (hips  (hall  be  appointed  to  cruife,  or  (hall  return 
t  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  appointed  for  his  cruife, 
juil  and  fufHcient  reafon  for  fo  doing,  every  Captain  or 
ifTcnding  in  any  of  the  aforefaid  cafes,  [(hall  be  punifhed  by 
prifonment,  or  other  wife,  as  the  offence  by  a  Court  Martial 
adjudged  to  deferve.] 

"  And  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  the  more  eafiJy  known 
rvicc  the  aforefaid  cruifers  (hall  every  year  perform,  be  it 
by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  CommifTioncr  of  the 
I  each  of  the  out-ports,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perlbns  as  (hall,  for 
pofe,  be  appointed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commif- 
"or  executing  the  ofHcc  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time 
hall  tranfmit  to  him  or  them,  every  [three  months]  adiftincl 
rate  account  digefted  into  prof>er  columns,  of  the  time  when 
he  (hips  appointed  to  be  cruifers,  failed  out  of  port,  when  fuch 
le  in,  together  with  the  number  of  days  caft  up  that  fuch  (hip 
upon  duty,  and  the  rcafons  of  her  putting  into  port,  and  the 
d  rcafons  of  her  flay  there  ;  with  an  account  how  often,  and 
»  when  each  of  the  faid  (hips  have  been  careened  every  year ; 
:  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commiflioners  for  executing  the 
"Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  (hall  caufc  copies  of 
accounts  to  be  laid  before  both  Houfcs  of  the  Senate  within 
sys]  after  their  meeting. 

••  And  be  it  further  enaflcd  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
1  High  Admiral,  or  Commiffioners  for  executing  the  ofEce  of 
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Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  beings  fluU,  oo  or  beftiiv 
[iirft  day  of  julyj  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  a  number  cf  tkc 
war,  as  lhall  be  fuScicnt  for  the  purpofes  aforeaieotioncc 
cruiCers  or  convoys  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre  lor  the  cum 
a;ui  ihall  afterwards  ycarl y,  and  every  year,  during  the  prcfci 
future  war,  between  tuc  [Aril  day  of  November]  and  the  [& 
December]  nominate  and  appoint  a  fuficicot  number  of  flii| 
to  be  cniifers  or  convoys  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre  ibr 
cnfuing  ;  and  as  often  as  any  of  them  ihall  happen  to  be  take 
(hali,  as  foon  as  may  be,  appoint  others  in  the  room  of  cva 
cQten  or  loft. 

(7)  *^  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
this  nation,  that  the  captains  or  commanders  of  hia  Majej 
of  war  appointed  for  convoys  to  and  from  remote  parts,  flic 
due  care  of  the  merchant  fliips  committed  to  their  charg 
therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  every  c; 
commander  of  any  of  liis  Majefty's  fliips  of  war,  who,  or 
the  bill  fliall  commence,  fliall  be  appointed  convoy  or  gua; 
merchant  fliips  or  vcflels,  or  who  fluU  have  any  merchant 
vefl'els  under  his  charge,  do  and  fluU  diligently  attend  upon  fu^ 
without  delay,  and  in  and  during  the  courfc  of  the  voyage 
utmofl  care  of  fuih  merciiant  fliips  and  vellrls,  and  do 
every  evening  fee  that  the  whole  number  of  the  fjid  n^erch. 
anc  veiTcU  under  his  convoy  l>e  in  company  with  him ;  an* 
he  AilII  he  nbl:gcJ  in  thr  night  time  tu  tack,  or  alter  h'^  c- 
\i?  ro,  that  he  do  and  (lull  make  the  proper  fignaU,  to  ^iir 
chant  fliips  and  vcHlis  under  his  convoy,  notice  thef^ccf,  ; 
the  uKirnin;;  he  fli^ill  find  any  of  the  faid  merchant  fli'ps  a: 
to  be  midtng,  he  fliall  ufe  his  utmoft  endcavourtk  to  rc.o  n  t: 
flull   not  willingly  or  negligently  fiiil  au'ay  from,  lca\r,  c: 
fuih  mrrchant  fliips  or  vciiels,  until  he  has  fcen  them  u:e, 
hr  (h^ll   W  d'.iccled  to  convoy  them;  and  in  cafe  any  of 
mei«)rdint   fluf.or  \cllris  fliall  be  in  iiiftref«,  he  fliail   v;:vc 
piri;:fr  and  nccriTnry  rcixf  and  afliftancc,  js  far  a^  he  :s  Ab;c 
cafe  any  fuch  ca{.taia  or  ccminanding  ofEccr  flu*!  rc/ufc  ur  n 
do  jII  01   any  of  the  m.-'.trcr*  aforefaiJ,  c\ery  fjch  captain 
inanding   clLccr  fliall  [\ .   condemned    to  make  reparai.or 
damage  to  the  merchants,  owners,  and  odicxs  •^-^  t*^=  court  < 
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Aall  adjudge  J  and  alb  be  puniflied  according  to  the  quality  of 
Emce,  as  fiiall  be  adjudged  fit  by  a  court-martial.] 
)  ^  And  whexeas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  our  fetde- 
»ia  America,  and  the  trade  thereof*,  that  the  commanders  of 
iqs  ftationed  there,  Ihould  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  for  the  pro- 
II  and  Security  of  fuch  trade,  [and  the  colonies  there  ^j  ^c  it 
BT  enaiSed  by  the  authority  aforefaid.   That   f  none  of  his 
fty*s  fhips,  which  fhall  be  ftationed  at  any  of  the  faid  fettle- 
s' fluU  quit  or  leave  their  ftadons  under  pretence  of  going  to 
h  or  refit,  or  under  any  other  pretence  whatfoevcr,  without  aa 
ial  order  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  commiffioners  fiir 
idng  Ae  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  (or  the  commander  ia 
of  his  Majefty's  fliips  of  war  in  thole  feas,  or  in  America  (,) 
c  time  being  I . 

I  "  And  to  the  end  that  it  may  appear  what  fervice  the  (hips  fo 

oed  fhall  perform,  be  it  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 

•pcain  or  commanding  officer  on  board  every  fuch  (hip  or  veflel, 

keep  a  diftin£l  and  (eparate  account,  digefted  into  proper  co« 

s,  of  the  times  when  the  (aid  (hip  or  veflTel  failed  out  of  port^ 

i  focb  (hip  or  veflel  came  in,  the  fervice  (he  was  upon,  together 

the  number  of  days  caft  up,  that  fuch  (hip  or  veflel  was  out 

loch  duty,  and  (hall  caufe  the  fame  to  be  fairly  entered  in  one 

pre  book  or  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe  ;  fuch  entries  to 

gefted  in  proper  columns,  and  to  be  [every  fix  months]  tranf- 

d  to  §the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  every  fuch  ftation 

to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  commiffioners  for  executing  the 

r  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  and  ihali  alfo  fend 

eates  of  the  (aid  accounts  at  the  firft  opportunity. 

(ic)  ^  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 

the  Commanders  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  of  war,  on  their  ar- 

at  any  of  the  faid  fettlemcnts,  (hall  deliver  a  copy  of  the  orders 

Ohall  have  received  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  commif- 

FS  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Britain  for 

ddi  oat,  **  in  time  of  war."  f  Left  out,  **  dunng  the  con ti nuance  of 

cb  var."  }  Thefe  words  were  added.  |j  Left  out,  "  or  unleCs 

■HBiBder  or  commanders  of  fuch  fliip  or  fliips  fliall  be  ordered  off*  their  fla* 
lobe  employed  in  the  line  of  battle  in  the  American  Teas,  which  fliall  not  be 
fcn  in  cdcs  of  the  greateft  neceffity."  ^  Left  out,  **  to;^ethet  ^lih 

'w  «#  j/i^  clauCc  wat  added  In  the  commivict. 
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the  time  being,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  protedioB  of  die  tt 
lonies,  and  of  the  trade  of  the  faid  colonies  to  the  goveme 
council  of  the  refpecllve  colony  or  plantation  where  tSter  ft 
ftationed ;  which  orders  (hall  be  entered  into  the  coancil  bo 
fach  colony  or  plantation  refpedively ;  and  the  faid  govctTN 
council  are  hereby  authorized  aaJ  impoveered  to  give  fuchdin 
in  writing  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  fuch  flaliofied  fii 
they  Ihall  think  will  be  moft  for  the  protedion  and  fecuritro 
trade :  And  the  faid  captains  and  commanders  arc  hereby  n 
to  conform  to,  and  ol>ferve  the  £ime,  provided  the  fame  do  ja 
tradid  the  inftrudions  they  (hall  have  received  froni  .ihe  fui 
High  Admiral,  or  commiffioners  for  executing  tibe  oflke  o 
High  Admiral  for  the  time  being." 


HOUSE      OF     LORDS. 

June    I,    J 742. 

The  Bin  par  the  Security  an  I  ProUHUn  ofTrjl-  and  Xjvl^Jtlanlt 
Djv  ftuu  u  j'ti.cna  Time  in  the  Houfe  $f  LsrM^  the  E::?;  rf 
chcltcn,  z'A'i  J:uJ  ,\iti'y  acci/teJ  tie  Chair  at  the  Adnur^Jx  Bzfi\ 

mm  ^ 

Mv  I-orJ<,  I  know  not  bv  what  accident  the  numerous 
pnd  '^neral  impropriety  of  this  bill  havcefciped  the  acrer.tioci 
orh.r  Houf?  j  nor  is  there  any  neccflity  for  examining  the  1 
I'pon  which  it  paflc  J,  or  cf  enquiring  whether  its  reception  wa 
litatcd  by  the  popuhntv  of  the  title,  the  mfluence  and  auth< 
thofe  by  whom  it  wns  p'oprifcd,  or  the  imaginiry  defects  of  01 
fr::t  rc^'ulations,  which  have  been  on  fomc  occafuns  rej:rc:c; 
br  fiicli  ab  it  is  fcarccly  joffiMc  to  change  but  for  the  better. 

'i'lie  knowlci!,;c  and  c.\|K*ricncc  of  thofc  who  concurred  In 
fhi%  bill  tor  ynur  lA>runr.p^  approbation,  cannot  but  pioduc 
degree  of  prrpo(Icflir»n  in  its  favour  \  for  how  can  it  be  im 
trf  Lonh^  chat  men  cf  grcu  ab\\mc%  auA  cv>;\v\t\>MX  i^^i^wwimi 
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on,  fliould  not  be  well  verfed  in  queftions  relating  chiefly 
intcreft,  and  difcover  the  nearcd  way  to  their  own 


reC,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found  that  their  fagacity  has  per- 
ret  to  apparently  forLken  them  as  on  this  occafioii,  that  no  • 
on  was  ever  laid  before  this  Houfe,  in  which  more  contracted 
were  difcovered,  and  that  the  bill  is  fuch  as  might  rather 

0  cxpec^d  from  petty  traJers,  unacquainted  with  the  fitua- 
kirgdoms,  the  interells  of  princes,  the  arts  of*  policy,  the 
their  own  country,  and  the  conduct  of  former  wars,  than 
hants  of  extenflve  traSc,  general  correfpondcnce,  and  great 
nts. 

;  I  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  confirm  the  cliarafler  of  the  bill 
in£i  confideration  of  the  particular  paragraphs,  and  an  enu- 

1  of  the  feve^l  improprieties  and  dcf'e^^ts  which  may  be  found 
think  it  not  fuperfluous  or  unfeafonabic  to  rem;frk  one  gene- 
common  to  this  with  all  other  laws  of  the  fame  kind,  the 

'  prcfcribing  rules  to  military  operations,  of  attempting  to 
16  in  its  own  nature  variabk,  as  it  mull  depend  upon  external 
x>  which  the  Britifh  legiflature  has  yet  found  no  means  of 
ig  its  authority. 

irecl,  upon  remote  conje£hires  and  uncertain  profpe6b,  the 
of  a  commander,  is,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords^  not  more 
than  to  trace  upon  a  chart  the  courfe  of  a  (hip,  and  pronounce 
nal  to  deviate  from  it.     The  one  fuppofes  a  foreknowledge  of 
ions  of  the  wind,  and  the  other  of  the  councils  of  our  ene- 
oor  can  any  thing  be  expe£led  from  fuch  regulations,  but 
ow  and  diijiracc.     I  believe,  my  Lords,  that  in  runnir.g  over. 
lories  of  the  world,   and  examining    the    originals  of  the 
ik  empires,  and  the  fudden  revoidtions  which  have  been  pro- 
by  the  overpowering  torrents  of  war,  which  at  different  pe- 
'  time  have  fwcpt  the  powers  of  the  earih  before  them,  it  will 
id  that  all  rapid  conquefts,  and  fudden  extcnfions  of  empire, 
9ea  tEcQcd  by  fovereign  princes  at  t\\c  head  of  ani^ics  which 
olj  by  immediate  command,  tliat  fuw  memorable  actions  have 
Brfbrmcd  by  delegated  commanders,  and  that  of  thof^  few 
names  have  defcended  to  poderity,  thofe  have  generally  bcca 
Kficfiful  who  were  invcfted  with  the  largeft  ^wt\s^  >nV\o 
caatroul,  and  were  at  liberty  to  (nalcb  t\ef  ^  q^V^\- 
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tunity,  and  improve  every  favourable  conjunfhire^  widiom  i 
cefBty  of  communicating  their  fchemes,  of  waiting  for  the  r 
tedious  deliberations,  or  of  foliciting  a  relaxation  of  fbnaer  ord 

Bur,  my  LfOrds,  though  perhaps  all  pofitive  prcfcripcions 
conduA  of  military  undertakings  have  a  tendency  rather  Co  < 
than  promote  fuccefs,  yet  as  they  may  be  drawn  ap  with  d 
degrees  of  wifdom  and  iagaciry,  they  may  have  a  greater  or  ! 
pcarance  of  ufefulnefs  and  reafon.  Such  as  have  been  wd 
certed  may  afFord  ufeful  hints,  though  they  ought  not  to  be  i 
with  indifpcnfable  obligations.  And  to  confider  even  tbofe  i: 
lefs  proofs  of  (kill  and  forefight  can  be  difcovered,  may  have 
this  advantage,  that  the  propofals  may  not  be  fpeedily  repean 
our  counfels  embarrafled  with  ahfurd  expedients.  I  fliJl  ti 
lay  before  your  Lordfhips  my  opinion  of  every  paragraph,  an 
what  are  the  objedions  which  may  be  raifed  both  to  the  whoh 
general,  and  to  its  particular  claufes. 

To  the  bill  in  general,  it  muil  be  objeded,  diat  it  is  fi!^ 
vague  expreffions,  and  ideas  fo  indeterminate,  that  no  man  < 
when  he  has  obeyed  it.  Here  are  many  rules  ordered  to  be  ol 
when  tbiri  fiiatiht  no  juft  and  fufficiint  rmpn  for  neglcAin| 
and  fome  operations  to  be  performed  as  often  ei  thtrt  yBtfZf  i 
Jhny  and  fhips  arc  tocruile  in  acetuin  latitude,  unlcfs  ri^ 
nHfJfity  •J  emfltying  thitn  eifnvhtre. 

Did  not  the  title  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  gi?e  it  fome  dai 
fierious  confideration ;  and  did  not  the  integrity  and  capcity  c 
by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  exempt  them  from  contempt  an 
cule,  I  fhould  be  inclined  to  treat  a  law  like  this  with  fome  de 
levity}  for  who,  my  Lords,  can  be  ferious  when  hit  confent 
£red  to  a  bill,  by  which  it  it  enaded,  that  men  fhall  aA  on 
occafions,  as  they  (hall  think  moft  expedient  ? 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  inflance  of  precipitancy  an 
of  confideration,  for  many  of  the  injunctions  are  without  am 
fandion  \  fo  that  though  we  fhould  pafs  this  bill  with  the  f 
unanimity,  we  fhould  only  declare  our  opinion,  or  off 
advice,  but  fhould  make  no  law,  or  iriiat,  with  regird  to  A 
pofes  of  govemnfcnt,  is  the  fame,  i  law  which  may  be  1 
without  danger. 

But  gctKTwX  olijeAiont^  my  Lords,  will  naturally  produce  | 
rrsfioftf;   and  a  debate  may  be  tiic\w^  wi^kmx  ^cqAmss 
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f  ct  the  fubjeA,  or  any  fatisfaAory  decifion  of  a  fingle  quef- 
mII  therefore  endeavour  to  range  my  objeclions  in  order, 
imining  fingly  every  paragraph  of  the  bill,  (hew  the  weak- 
mie  expedients,  the  fuperfluity  of  others,  and  the  gencraf 
of  the  whole  to  produce  the  protection  and  fecurity  in- 
it. 

iirft  daufc  alone  may  be  found  inftances  of  all  the  impro- 
rhich  I  have  mentioned  to  your  LordOiips.  It  is  propofed 
time  of  war  between  this  empire  and  any  other  ftatc,  fuch 
'  of  (hips  fliall  be  employed  as  cruizers  or  convoys  in  the 
as  the  admiralty  (hall  judge  moft  proper  for  that  purpofe. 
hiS|  my  Lords,  but  to  continue  to  the  Admiralty  the  power 
s  been  always  executed  i  What  is  it  but  to  ena£t  that  ^e 
U  be  Rationed  in  time  of  war  as  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
f  (hall  determine  and  dired  ? 

fc  (hips,  it  is  further  enabled,  that  they  (hall  be  caceened 
es  a  year,  or  oftener  if  there  (hall  be  occafion ;  but  it  is  not 
who  (hall  judge  of  the  neceifity  of  careening,  or  who  (hall 
urd  for  the  negledl  of  it  when  it  is  reqaidte,  or  for  the  per« 
r  command  of  it  when  jt  is  fuperfluous. 
is  yet  another  regulation,  my  Lords,  in  this  claufe,  which 
>t  to  be  paflfed  without  remark.  It  is  provided,  that  the 
Dpioyed  in  the  cruizers  and  convoys  in  the  channel,  (hall 
rited  over  but  to  other  cruisers  and  convoys  ;  by  which  I 
:  was  intended,  that  our  outguards  (hould  be  prevented  from 
akened,  and  that  our  merchants  (hould  never  be  deditute  of 
n;  an  end  truly  laudable,  and  which  deferves  to  be  pro- 
'  fome  eftabli(hment  better  concerted.  The  expedient  now 
»  (eems  to  have  been  contrived  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the 
J  may  not  always  be  very  folicitous  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Cs,  and  that  therefore  it  is  neceiTary  to  fecure  them  by  a  law 
danger  of  being  deprived  of  prote£tlon ;  for  upon  the  pre- 
bliihment,  the  removal  of  men  from  one  (hip  to  another 
nade  by  the  permiflion  of  the  Admiralty  ;  and  when  the  right 
xrmiiEon  (ball  by  this  law  be  taken  away,  what  new  fccu- 
Ae  merchants  obtain?  The  Admiraltv  will  (till  have  the 
hough  not  of  turning  over  the  men,  yet  of  recalling  the 
d  commerce  fuflfer  equally  in  cither  cafe. 

^1 
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By  the  fecond  claufe,  my  Lords,  there  is  flill  a  power  rdi 
the  Admiralty,  of  dirmiffing  thefe  guardians  of  commerce  frc 
{lations,  and  employing  them  :n  caft  of  great  ncuffiij  in  the 
battle,  on  this  fide  Cape  Fhij/Um,  Not  to  cavil,  my  Lord 
term  of  gnat  mcfjffty^  of  which  it  is  apparent  that  the  Ccifnir 
of  the  Admiralty  arc  to  judge,  I  would  dciire  to  be  inl..rm 
meafuics  arc  to  be  taken,  if  a  royal  navy  (hould  unluckily  : 
yond  this  Cnpe,  which  is  marked  out  as  the  utmoft  hefur^ 
power  of  the  Admiralty,  and  (hould  there  be  reduced  to  th 
hty  of  cn-iij_:ing  dcfpcratcly  with  a  fuperiur  force,  or  rf  tins 
minioully  before  it.  Are  not  our  ihips  to  pafs  a  fmcle  Icjl^u: 
their  limits,  in  the  honour  or  prefervation  of  their  couia 
liiev  to  lie  unaclive  within  the  found  of  the  battle,  zrA  wa;: 
enemies  on  this  fide  the  Cape? 

The  third  claufc,  my  Lord*,  is,  if  not  ahfurd  like  the  f>r 
fo  impcrfcilly  drawn  up,  that  it  can  produce  no  advantage 
what  ufe  will  it  be  tu  ftation  an  oificer  where  his  AIair*h  0 
/it  1:  At  all  the  royal  docks  there  arc  officers  already  tUiior 
in  any  other  place  what  can  an  otltccr  deputed  by  hi<  Mu^rltv 
than  hire  wnrkmcn,  who  w  11  as  chcanuily  and  ssiij.ijenil-,  : 
other  perfon?  And  why  may  nut  the  cj|.tam  of  tiic  veiiri 
neceil'arics  for  mom  v,  without  the  aihllancc  of  a  commi£o!;< 

In  the  fourth  clauL*,  my  LordN,  nothing  is  pri>j*otcd  has 
e\  cry  (lay  pr  act  i  fid,  nor  any  authority  con  ten  ed  u\^m\  the  i 
Admiralty,  than  that  which  it  aiways  p^'irelicd,  pun;lhing  tr 
dii.'l^cy  their  orders.  The  piovilion  a^ainft  the  crime  im 
fprir.jir.g  a  mat(,  i>  at  lead  ufclef^  \  for  when  did  any  m^n  ^e 
he  I'jTun^  his  mad  by  defign  ?  Or  why  fliould  it  be  imar*! 
fuch  T.rx  ziA  cf  wickednefs,  fuch  flagrar.t  hrrarh  of  (ruft«  ar.i!  . 
dcUrton  of  duty,  would  in  the  prcknt  liaic  ot  the  na\y  cT 
frvc.-r.-it  piminiment  ?  Would  not  a!l  the  otiiccrs  and  nur 
ro.:.u  tJi'j  (hip  fee  that  fuch  a  th::i^  was  wiliully  Qoiicf  W 
li'c;  yi\  f»ui — "  You  arc  fp:in^*:nc  liic  n\j:l,'*  and  picrtr 
iii;wvi.r  t!)'.  eii:nc,  ;4nd  dtaund  {luiillijiuji.t : 

'1  i.c  \Vi\\\  clau!?,  n:y  Lri;d>,  is  withoa:   any  penal  fanib 
(i.crLii>:c  tan  not  he  compultlv*:  \  nor  i»  any  th-.n^;  of  iir.porta: 
p<iL  i  III  it,  \ih:oii  is  not  already  i:i  t:x  pvwcr  o;  the  Sciutc. 
Huufe   ri).iy  now  demand  an  acLcnint  cf  tiic  nations  and 
mcnii  ct  the  (Lips  ot  w^r  \  uoi  duc^  vr.c  icvosc  now  omic 
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ccMtduA  of  our  naval  afFairs,  but  becaufe  our  attention  is 
by  more  important  employments,  which  will  not  by  this 
otrmAed  or  facilitatedi 

fe  of  the  provifton  in  the  fixth  claufe,  my  Lords,  I  am  not 
oncetvci  for  to  what  purpofe,  my  Lords,  (hould  the  fhips 
1  for  any  particular  fervice  be  nominated  at  any  ftated  time  ? 
fifequeoce  can  fuch  declarations  of  our  defigns  produce,,  but 
informing  our  eneipies  what  force  they  ought  to  provide 
IS  ?  Id  war,  my  Lords,  that  commander  has  generally  been 
aioft  prudent,  who  keeps  his  defigns  moil  fee  ret,  and 
he  enemy  in  an  unguarded  quarter,  with  fuperior  and  un« 

firength. 

foventh  claufe,  many  regulations  are  prefcribed  to  the  com- 

of  thofe  fliips  which  are  appointed  to  convoy  the  trading 
Tbefe  regulations,  my  Lords,  are  not  all  equally  unreafojuble, 
:  of  them  are  fuch  as  it  may  on  many  occaiions  be  impoi&ble 
ommanders  of  his  Majelly's  (hips  to  obferve  in  fuch  a  man- 
At  the  mailers  of  merchant  ihips  may  not  imagine  themfelyes 
d  or  forfaken.  Tlie  captain  of  the  convoy  may  be  therefore 
i  by  them  with  profecutions,  in  which  it  may  be  difficult  to 
is  innocence  appear.     The  convoy  may  be  fometimes  ac- 

dekrting  the  traders,  when  the  traders  in  reality  have  for- 
c  convoy,  in  confidence  that  they  ihould  either  arrive  fafe  at 

without  protedlion,  or  be  able,  if  they  (hould  happen  tO  fall 

enemies  hands,  to  charge  their  misfortune  upon  the  negli-* 
f  their  proteftor. 

eighth  claufe,  my  Lords,  is  (b  hr  from  being  fuch  as  might 
Bed  from  merchants,  that  it  feems  rather  to  have  been  drawn 
sen  who  never  faw  the  fea,  nor  heard  of  the  violence  of  a 
For  who  that  had  the  flighted  idea  of  the  uncertainty  and  hazard 
lor*s  condition,  who  that  had  been  ever  told  of  a  ihipwreck, 
looked  on  the  pictures  of  naval  diilrefs,  would  propofc  that 
ibould  retire  to  a  harbour,  or  quit  the  ilation  to  which  it  was 
,  en  any  pretence  whatfoever  without  perniiiiion,  which  fo;ne- 
Mild  not  be  obtained  in  many  months,  and  which  never  could 
vcd  ibon  enough  to  allow  of  a  remedy  for  fudden  difailcrs,  or 

cakunities.  It. might  with  equal  reafon  be  enacted,  that  no 
odd  extinguifli  a  fire  without  an  zSt  of  the  Senate,  or  repel  a 
fmiiaf window,  mtiiput  a  commiiEon  of  array • 
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It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  this  claufe  is  not  enforced  b] 
nalty,  aiid  therefore  can  ntver  have  the  oUigatory  (aodic 
law;  but  fince  it  may  rcafonably  be  fiippofcd,  diat  the  andic 
intended  that  the  obfcrvation  (hould  be  by  (bme  means  or  ol 
joined,  let  us  examine  how  much  fecurity  it  would  add  to  o 
gation,  and  how  much  ftrength  to  our  naval  power,  if  cbc  t 
it  had  been  made  capital,  which  is  in  itfclf  by  no  means  « 
able ;  for  what  punifliment  Itrfs  tlian  death  can  fecui e  the  obi 
of  a  law,  which,  without  the  hazard  of  life,  cannot  be  obcixd 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  a  crew  of  gaUanC  Cii 
prized  in  their  cruize  by  fuch  a  hurricane  as  is  frequent  in  A 
rican  fcas,  which  the  highcft  perfcclion  of  (kill,  and  the  utm< 
tion  of  induftry  has  fcarcely  enabled  them  to  efcape  ;  let  us 
them  now  with  their  mails  broken,  their  fliip  fluttered,  a 
artillery  thrown  into  the  Tea,  unable  any  longer  either  to  o 
enemy,  or  to  refill  the  waves,  and  yet  forbidden  to  approach  i 
and  cut  ofF  from  all  poffibiiity  of  relief,  till  thry  have  rej 
their  didrefs  to  fome  diltant  power,  and  received  a  gracious 
fion  to  fave  their  lives. 

Mifcry  like  this,  my  Lorus,  admits  no  exaggcrJition,  noi 
dwell  long  on  the  abfurdity  of  eftablifhing  regulations  whicf 
be  obfcrved,  and  which  if  they  were  enforced  by  any  Miiclto 
p<irti<»nc-d,  as  all  penal  fanclions  ou^ht  to  be,  to  the  ttiiipc 
violating  them,  muil  drive  all  our  failors  into  foreign  I'crt  ice« 
them,  upon  the  firft  dilUcfs,  to  dehiintc  of  law,  j<ij  r.U  j 
with  pirates,  nnd  with  reoeis. 

By  the  ninth  claufe,  my  Lords,  nothing  is  propc^kd  out  a 
tion  of  the  prd'cnt  diicipl.tic*  It  requires,  that  the  comma 
ihips  of  war  fluU  fend  only  once  in  fix  months  ihiic  2cc< 
their  condutl  and  their  fcrvice,  which  thry  r.xc  at  prcdut  ob 
tranfmit  by  every  fliip  that  returns  from  America  ;  f»»  that  bi 
t'.is  bill,  wc  ih.ill  (liily  l-c  diuMcd  hum  receiving  icj-iUr  a 
(oDablvr  i:ifi>im:»tions  ot  th'.*  t:u..lacii<*i.\  nf  our  dit^ant  li^^aJr 
« (M*n  cs«  (ha.l  be  uitlurbcd  witii  groul•.li!cl^  I'utiiicion;,  and  i 
w.:h  ii:;i\cccfi'3ry  lufpcncc. 

I   have  arr»vrd  at  lcn:rih  at  thi*  lafl  claufe,  a  i*!auic,  mv 
\v..i;hy  to  be  the  condudm::  pr3;:Taph  of  a  b:ii  like  this ; 
•  n  which  u\c  [viwcr  of  the  Aiimiraltv  i«  communicati'd  to  the 
/;<#r3  0*  our  caur.ics  ^  mcr.,  (t.n  Lul<l'^|V.^^^\v^\Vvx.\v^n.^tf.h  cc 
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Ibeir  fuperior  wifdoni,  moderation,  or  integrity;  of  wliom   at 

it  is  no  reproach  to  aflcrt,  that  they  are  known  to  be  for  the 

paLn  wholly  unacquainted  with  maritime  atrairs,  and  very  little 

for  military  knowledge ;  and  of  whom  it  is  above  all   to  be 

:J,  that  they  generally  commence  merchants  at  their  arrival 

irica,  and  may  more  probably  dirccl  (hips  fent  to  guard  'the 

>,  to  ftztions  in  which  they  may  preferve  their  own  veflels, 

to  thofe  where  they  may  contribute  mod  to  the  genera!  fccurity 


u«,  my  Lords,  I  have  examined  without  prejudice  every  para- 

of  this  bill,  and  believe  that  from  the  obicclions  which  1  have 

it  appears  now  plainly  to  your  Loruihips,  that  all  the  re^iula- 

'hich  are  of  any  ufe,  are  fuch  as  are  tlrcr-Iy  tftayillhcil  by  long 

,  or  by  former  ilatutes^  and  fuch  therefore  a«  it  is  unncccf- 

tD  TT.encion  in  a  new  bw ;  and  that  whaiwvcr  \^  here  to  be  found 

is  abfurd,  unintelligible  or  pernicious. 

iS  bill,  my  Lords,  is  faid  to  be  founded  on  the  acl  made  for  the 
purpofe,  in  the  wars  of  the  Queen  Anne  *  but  I  cannot  for- 
to  obferve,  that  the]  original  law,  though  not  one  of  thofe  to 
much  of  the  fuccefs  of  that  war  is  to  be  afcribed,  was  drawn 
more  difcernment  than  the  bill  before  us.  It  was  at  Ipaft 
ible ;  the  number  of  cruizers  was  limited,  and  it  was  there*- 
bpoffible  to  know  when  it  was  obeyed  ;  but  of  this  bill  I  can  con- 
Mtly  afTert,  that  as  no  man  can  underftand,  fo  no  man  can 
Ibfc  it. 

tt  have  fpoken  mere  largely,  my  Lords,  on  this  cccaHon,  becaufe 
h  bQl  relates  particularly  to  my  pre  fent  employment,  in  which  as 
to  do  my  duty,  I  delirc  to  lc:iow  it:  and  furcly  1  cannot  be 
mned  ly  your  Lordihips  for  oppofing  a  bill,  of  which  the  only 

t 

idency  is  to  make  my  province  cifnculr,  to  render  one  part  of  my 
fn  inconriftent  with  another,  and  engage  me  in  the  tafic  of  fupcr- 
fending  the  execution  of  impracticable  mcafurcs. 
What  inSaencc  my  arguments  will  have  upon  your  LordlLip?,  I 
fence  forefce.  As  every  rr.an  f!att'.■:^  hirr.fclf  tiiat  hii  ov/n  opir.ior.s 
C  right,  I  hope  to  iirvi  this  ikufc  c.:nci]riin^  in  my  fcniirrcnts  ; 
H  whatever  mav  be  ti'iC  dttcrminati<'»n  of  \0Lir  ia  ruiaip^^,  I  iim  fo 
^convinced  of  the  pcrr.icious  tc::rlcrcy  cf  ti.i.>  l:ill,  and  the  cm- 
Kraflrncnts  which  muH:  he  produced  by  m\  ai:cn:pt  to  execute  it, 
Wd  it  be  Tsc:  rcJcStcJ  ly  thi.^  Hcnil:,  I  HiaVi  \vuVu\^.^'  itv.'^wm"^ 
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office  to  others  of  more  courage^  or  of  gr  *  abilidei  i  fv 
have  no  hopes  of  performing  my  duty  under  fe  reftrifiioM^ 
to  my  own  honour,  or  to  the  advantage  of     ^*  country. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  fpoke  next  to  the  ftiUowing  cffisA 
Lords,  Though  the  noble  Lord  has  produced  very  ^Kcioiis  ac( 
againil  every  paragraph  of  the  bill  before  ua,  and  though  ■ 
his  obfcrvations  are  juft,  and  fome  of  hia  objcAions  not  cafl 
anfivered,  yet  I  cannot  admit  that  it  will  produce  chofe  fatal 
quences  which  he  fcems  to  forefee,  nor  am  yet  convinced  thai 
be  either  pernicious  or  ufelels. 

It  has  always,  my  Lords,  been  the  praAicc  of  diia  He 
attend  to  every  propofal  for  the  public  advanuge,  tm  coi 
without  any  regard  to  the  character  of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  < 
and  to  approve  or  rc3c£t  it  upon  no  other  modvet  than  c 
juftice  and  reafon. 

The  fame  equity  and  prudence  has  always  influenced  you 
(hips  to  difttnguifli  between  the  feveral  paru  of  the  Cune  I 
tejtA  thofe  expedients,  of  which,  however  plaufible,  either  oq 
or  reafon  may  difcovcr  the  impropriety,  and  to  retain  tbo 
which  any  real  benefit  can  reafonably  be  expeded.  We  flioui 
throw  away  gold  becaufe  it  is  mingled  with  drofs,  or  refufe 
mote  the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  becaufe  the  expedients  whi< 
offered  for  that  end  happened  to  be  conjoined  with  (bme  ocb 
difputabic  nature. 

By  the  profccution  of  this  method,  a  method,  my  Ix)rds, 
tional  and  juil  to  be  neglcAcd  or  forgotten,  I  doubt  not  i 
bill,  which,  as  I  Qiall  readily  admit,  is  not  yet  pcrted,  may 
proved  into  a  law,  from  which  the  nation  will  receive  great 
tage«,  by  which  our  trade  will  be  extended,  and  our  richci  inc 

Miiny  of  the  chufes,  my  Lords,  may  in  my  opinion  adm 
eafy  vindication,  others  may  be  amended  by  very  flight  alu 
and  very  few arr  either  wholly  ufclcf<,  or  manifettly  impropei 

Ihc  chief  dcfivTl  of  the  tui\  claufe  is  fuch,  that  the  noUe  L 
hy  declaring  his  ilifnpproliatinn  of  it,  given  a  very  uncomrn^ 
of  his  integrity,  dirmtercftednefs  and  moderation ;  for  it  is  ii 
only  by  placing  too  much  confidence  in  the  Admiralty,  wIm 
in  fuil  |)owcr  to  determine  the  number  of  cruizcrs  in  or  i 
Channel  and  foundings. 
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Lord  has  remarked,  that  the  z6t  of  Queen  Anne,  on 
prcfent  bill  is  founded,  exaded  a  determinate  number  of 
be  employed  in  this  particular  fervice,  and  that  it  was  there- 
ve  prudently  drawn  up  dian  the  prefent  bill.  But  I  cannot 
iril3om  of  diminifhing  the  authority  of  the  Lord  High  Ad- 
for  had  that  ad  been  extended  in  the  fame  manner  to  other 
,  it  would  have  left'  him  only  the  name  and  ihadow  of  an 
frithout  power  and  without  ufe. 

;  claufe,  my  Lords,  rightly  underftood,  is  only  a  declaration 
idence  in  his  Majefty's  officers,  an  evident  confeffion  of  their 
( to  difccm  the  intereft  of  the  public,  and  of  their  zeal  for  the 
tioo  of  it. 

k  as  little  reafen,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  obje£led,  that  the  (hips 
ttired  to  be  careened  three  times  a  year.  The  neceffity  of 
1^  frequently  thofe  Ihips,  of  which  the  chief  ufe  arifes  from 
deritj,  every  lailor  can  declare  to  your  Lordfliips ;  nor  will 
in  whom  his  employments  or  his  amufements  have  made  ac- 
ad  widi  navigation,  alledge  that  any  thing  is  propofed  in  the 
lich  it  would  not  be  detrimental  to  the  public  fervice  to  neglcd. 
B  been  objeflcd  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  they  arc  directed  to 
xned  9ftaier^if  there  he  occajion ;  terms  by  which  a  difcrcdonary 
is  implied,  of  which  yet  it  does  not  appear  in  whofe  hinds  it 
ed.  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  what  inconvenience  can  arife 
be  claufe  as  it  now  ftands,  and  what  corruption  or  negligence 
encouraged  by  it. 

r  difcretionary  right  of  bringing  the  fhip  into  the  ports  \o  be 
ed  oftener  than  thrice  a  year,  muft  be  without  controvcrfy 
in  the  captain  ^  for  none  but  thofe  that  are  in  the  fhip  can 
rr  the  nccclHty  of  careening  it,  or  know  the  inconvenicncics 
e  produced  by  the  adheuon  of  extraneous  fubftanccs  to  its  fides 
jttoni. 

m,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  objefted,  that  every  captain  will  by 
aufe  be  furnlfhcd  with  an  cxcufc  for  deferring  his  ftation  at 
re;  that  under  pretence  of  uncommon  ardour  to  purfuc  the 
r,  he  may  wafte  nis  time  incndlefs  preparations  for  expci!>tIon  ; 
5  may  loiter  in  the  port  to  careen  his  fhip  j  that  before  it  is  foul, 
y  bring  it  back  again,  and  emp'oy  the  crew  in  the  fame  opcra- 
and  that  our  merchants  may  be  t-ken  at  the  mouih  of  the 
vsia  which  our  {bips  of  '/r2ur  J/c  to  be  carccucd. 

O  3  ^>i^ 
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But,  mv  Lord;,  it  is  to  he  rcrrcmbcrcd,  that  in  the  ihii 
a  commilliorici  i^  r.ppoinicd,  bv  \v!i'):Ti  accounts  *rc  rcz'-'a: 
trai;fmittcd  t^  the  Ad:n!ral'",  C'f  :hv:  arrival  and  departs:* 
{hip,  ;in.I  bv  \v".  '::i  I'r.c  c»'iuli;:t  ol  cv.rv  c.ipiain  is  to  he  :" 
and  t::.i:  he  m  .■  c.i :":!;."  cicti  .■:  i... -i  ira.ii;:  cnmm  ndcrs,  a*  ihj 
their  fliip-  only  ic-r  liic  Lk''  of  dcUiiiiU  llitrir  lljimn^. 

N\ir  CJL\  iljf  mt-rc hauls  Uttlr  bv  anv  n-;::!  .:c.v*c  or  c.-^rrj 
tiiC  I .  j)...:.;  ,  bcc,T.:!>  it  i>  i.itrri.lcJ  (i.^:  Jl:c  pl-cc  cf  e*.  jn 
tjrt'i...:  ii'.i*  pnr:  Jh.l!  be  lupplicd  I'v  ;::;<.  :h'cr  ;  niJ  t'l-!  1 
nuinb;:r  iha!l  be  alivays  in  the  I'air.c  i^aricn,  unlcf»  mere  . 
fcr\ii:c  n:;iJ:L>  l)*c::i  p.-ur:*  njccil'iry  in  anotbrr  pi icr. 

This   [MO'iil^,   n.\    I.«rJ«,    a    pru\i:'»    ir* '   :i^ ::•»?).•    rt  ::'■ 
cftab!  fticd  in  the  iVcnn  1  cl-u." ,  b;:t  h;.s  r.ct  "..iJ  t  t  jc  o  :i 
trfcapt-  the  ccniurt:  i\  the  pj^dIc  Lord,  whu  i)a>  tnruircJ,  \V 
be  ihc  c."»nduct  ol  ific  co.nmandcrs  of  criiir.ng  vrttLl*,  if  a 
fhoulii  h^p,^cn  b;.yo:ul  the  Cap?,  which  th;.y  arc  in  &:s  cl 
bidden  to  paj'b  ? 

Thi.it  the  claufc  may  admit  of  cxprciTion"-  rot  c:;!v  rr.c:< 
but  mc:c  :»::rrvJjL'  :o  :r.c  intci.tion  or  choic  bv  whiv:i  ■:  w, 

^  • 

up,  I  caimot  dci:v :  tu:  I  f.ip;:  fc  i:  vc:v  Lr  tri  m  th.::r  d.  :':• 
xh:  rpera'.ior.N  (.»:'  i-«:  ;:  ..y  to  a:iv  jm::  ''f  t!^c  nr .•.:•!,  j-  .  . 
du'.t  iii.it  thcv  i!v.  :..t  i:;!v  thai  il.c  crui/tr^  ih  •:.!  :  m  \z  1 
X  »  .u  !i  a  dill.!iicc  ii  :n  their  fia::cn«,  ;i»*  ?::..:  r ..:  ^..^I:':^  • 
::  i  •;.  •  ■.;.■.■■:..: si_:,  i  r  :.'.c  cr.t.rv  .lsv-j  i  if.c  (■•  *.  ..^t  r. 
.1  .  i  ;-        ;  ■•  :■...■.."»  «  .  !..*»  p  :\aicw. -»  \\^  }\\  »-.i;  .i',  ;..t..  ^i^  :j 

■  •  . 

.!•.«••        ■■••■••••        *•         ■■••.Via       «         •••W|tk'|<.««.\<aaa?|.>l„.*        ,•«         f        ^0--( 

u::  :!..  :..»:•■,    :  v.     .:..   1.:  ::cw  «.i»:';mii;I;"':k:  -  10  ^v\.  -:  »: 
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irill  afford  an  ample  recompcnce  for  fome  cafual  addition  of 
ment. 

■ 

fourth  claufe,  in  which  is  provided  that  i\o  commander  (hall 
r  fpring  his  maft,  or  defcrc  his  (lation,  is)Qich  as  I  (hould  be 
»  with  the  noble  Lord,  to  think  unneccHary ;  but  muft  appeal 
'  Lordfliips,  whether  the  late  condu£l  of  the  convoys'has  not 
dently  (hewn  the  defedl  of  our  prefent  eftablifhment. 

injuries,  my  Lords,  which  the  public  may  fufler  by  the 
ince  of  the  commanders  of  the  ihips  of  war,  arc  fuch  as  it  is 
'  of  the  legiflattre  to  obviate  with  the  utmoft  caution ;  and 
re  it  is  by  no  means  improper  to  enadl  a  punilhment  for  thofe 
lall  upon  any  falfe  pretences  leave  their  ftation ;  for  though 
^lecl  cf  duty  is,  in  the  prefent  date  of  our  naval  cftabliihment, 
»red  as  difreputable  and  irregular,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
m  cenfured  with  the  detcftation  which  it  defcrvcs,  or  puniQied 
be  fe verity  neceflary  to  its  prevention. 

obferved,  my  Lords,  with  relation  to  the  following  paragraph, 
dier  Houfc  may  at  prefent  require  accounts  of  the  conduct  of 
ptains  of  the  navy,  and  that  therefore  it  is  unnecefTary  to  pro- 
J  any  new  law,  that  they  (hall  be  laid  before  them  ;  but  if  it 
kfidcred,  my  Lords,  how  many  enquiries  which  we  have  a  right 
cff,  are  year  after  year  confrainly  omitted,  and  how  many  may 
ited  by  curiofity  to  read  accounts  which  lie  before  them,  whf 
31  not  move  the  Houfe  to  demand  the  accounts,  or  engage  in 
bate  which  fuch  a  motion  may  produce,  it  will  not  be  thought 
cflary  to  provide,  that  they  (h^W  be  fubjcwt  to  examination  with- 
e  formality  of  a  regular  vote. 

to  the  fixth  claufe,  my  Lord>,  which  regards  the  nomination 
ivoys  at  a  certain  lime,  I  can  difcover  no  reafonablc  objection 
1  a  providon,  or  none  that  can  preponderate  a^ainft  the  ad- 
;e$  which  may  arife  from  it.  By  the  certain  cftablifiiincnt  of 
Pj  the  value  of  infurancc  may  be  nearly  fixed  j  merchants  will 
what  confidence  is  to  be  rcpofcd  in  the  force  of  the  fnips,  and, 
they  have  perhaps  had  of  late  equal  reafon  to  examine,  how 
tnift  can  be  placed  in  the  hdclity  of  the  commanders. 
i  nomination  of  convoys,  my  Lords,  is  in  my  opinion  more 
to  affright  our  enemies,  and  to  deter  their  attempts,  thai\  to 
■age  them  by  the  information  which  it  will  atiord  them  ;  for 
g  but  our  own  negligence  can  conceal  from  us  x\\^  \\ii\'A 
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ftrength  of  any  power  on  earth  ;  and  we  may  a!  wars,  wbik  i 

careful  to  prefer vc  our  maritime  fupcriority,  proted  our  aov 
fo  powerfully,  that  none  of  oui^  enemies  (hall  be  incited  to  ; 
them  by  the  knowledge  of  the  number  aiul  force  of  the  (hipi  app 
for  their  defence. 

I  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  the  feveatb  daufe;  ^nd  furely  lo 
tain  the  duties  of  the  captains  to  whofc  proteiUon  our  trading 
are  entruflicd,  cannot  appear  fuperfluous  to  any  of  your  Lci 
who  have  read  the  I  ids  of  our  lofle^,  heard  the  complaioo 
merchants  ^r  made  any  enquiry  intu  the  condiid  iif  our  leacaj 
There  is,  I  fear,  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  fome  ot  thrm 
with  premecIitatLd  dtft^n,  deferteJ  the  traders  in  phces  »:iei 
have  known  them  moll  txpoled  to  tlic  iiKurlions  of  the  cikio) 
it  is  to  the  lad  degree  evi Jent,  that  others  have  manitctkcd  I'ud 
tempt  of  the  merchants,  and  fuch  a  difregard  of  their  inter 
may  molV  juftly  expofe  them  to  the  fiifpicion  of  very  criminal 
gencc,  of  negligence  which  no  community  can  be  too  w: 
ag;:i:iil,  or  too  feverely  punifli. 

It  has  been  aAirmrd  by  the  noble  LfOrd,  that  it  is  not  rquit 
fubject  the  commanders  of  convoys  to  penalties  for  the  loN 
trading  vefftis,  which  may  perhaps  cither  rafhiy  or  nejjMcenr 
their  protection.     Thst  it  is  not  rcafonabicio  fubje.^  tVm  r^ 
tic'',  i>  un.loubteJly  true  ;  but,  my  fiords,  ii  is  far  from  bring  < 
ceit.iiji,  tlut  it  is  not  juft  to  expofe  them  to  a  trial,  in  a  cafir  in 
it  mult  I  c  4lini.(l  inr|)i>iTil«ie   to  determine  fjlfch  ;   in  m  catc 
the  (rews  t»t  iicrhaj^^  twci.ty  flwp^  in  -y  Inr  culled  a*  wicr.^iioio 
C(>ni!uc\,  and  v.'htr.    none  but  thok-  whot'e  ihip  is  jo. I  can  be 
the  Icalt  trni{«t.tti(>n  to  offer  a  falle  t'ttimuny  aL;ai:iii  tnrrr.. 

On  this  i^rafton,  my  I.oids,  it  ni-^y  not  Ik*  improper  to  v 
the  objeclion  produced  by  the  U-cr.ing'  o:ni:ri  >n  ol'  p4'nal  (an 
which  is  only  anothiT  pro'if  of  iMij)-.i:  con-idencc  in  the  on: 
the  Admir.iltv,  \vh'»  hue  alira»lv  r  .j  p^wrr,  j-  -wed  to  oi 
courts,  OI  pioceedin^  a 'iiufl  ir.ore  wh(»  flu!!  dvv  Jtc  tro^n  lb 
der^.  This  (xw..!,  whii  h  is  in  a  rr.at  decree  (i^ivTctionarv, 
tnoii.:iit  iinpro|)ei  tu  limit,  hy  .tueitainrng  the  pur  Ihmentcjf  c 
which  fo  mai)  iiiii.rntfai.ics  ni.'>)  .i.'gr^vatc  or  din>ir.ini ;  and 
forr,  in  m\  t«p*n>i»!i,  this  claufe  .^  Ut  Kooi  Vein  *  fo  dcfcvlivc 
poble  Lord  lepiLfenicd  it. 
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hft  cbufeS)  by  which  the  fliips  in  America  are  prohibited 
ftation,  by  which  it  is  required  that  accounts  ihould  be 
fix  months  tranl'mitted  to  the  Admiralty,  and  by  which  the 
are  fubjeSed  to  the  command  of  the  governors  of  our  coIo* 
r  in  my  opinion  juftly  tobe  cenfured.  The  firft  is  impoffible 
Served,  the  iecond  is  unneceiiary,  and  the  third  will  probably 
more  inconveniencies  than  benefits. 

I  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew,  that  this  bill,  though 
:£l,  is  yet  foch  as  with  fome  emendations  may  produce  great 
^s  to  the  traders  of  this  empire.  For  though  it  is  undoubt-  • 
ift  obfervation,  that  the  fucccfs  of  military  attempts  cannot 
loced  by  rigid  reftridions  and  minute  regulations,  yet  it  \% 
xrtain,  that  no  nation  has  yet  been  fo  fortunate  as  tobe  lerved 
of  integrity  fuperior  to  laws,  or  of  wifdom  fuperior  to  in- 
la  ;  and  every  government  has  found  it  neceflary  to  dired  die 
of  its  officers  by  general  rules,  though  they  have  been  al« 
o  comply  with  particular  circumftances,  and  to  give  way  to 
tccidents. 

ik  it  therefore,  my  Lords,  neceflary  to  propofe,  that  Ais  bill 
more  particularly  examined  in  a  committee,  that  after  hav- 
uved  the  neceflary  explanations  and  amendments,  it  may  be 
again  to  the  other  Houfe. 

DcLAWAitR  rofe  next,  and  fpoke  to  the  purpofe  following : 
^ords.  The  noble  Duke  has,  by  his  arguments  in  favour  of 
,  given  a  very  eminent  proof  of  great  abilities ;  he  has  fhewn  ^ 
aufe  in  that  light  which  may  leafl  expofe  to  view  its  impro- 
and  defects ;  but  has  at  length  only  fhewn,  that  it  is  not  im- 
to  make  a  ufeful  law,  for  the  purpofcs  mentioned  in  the  tide 
bill ;  not  that  any  of  the  expedients  now  propofed  will  afford 
red  advantage  to  the  public,  or  obviate  any  of  the  inconve- 
B  of  which  the  traders  have  been  fo  long  and  fo  importunately 
ining. 

bill,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  founded  upon  a  law  made  in  a 
Jebrated-  for  the  wifdom  of  our  conduft  and  the  fuccefs  of  our 
but  it  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  be  afTerted,  that  nothing  was  even 
period  ill  conduced ;  nor  will  it  be  an  argumcn:,  fufficient 
jbftification  of  an  expedient,  that  it  was  praclifed  in  the 
iia  reign  of  Queen  AnnCf 
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ir  wc  enquire  iiuo  the  confequcnces  of  that  law*  we  fluS 
Inducement  to  revive  it  on  this  or  anv  future  occaiion.  Fo 
no  other  ciFeJt  tlian  that  of  cxpofing  u$  to  our  enemies  by  4 
our  forces ;  a  difa  J  vantage  of  which  we  foon  fouaJ  the  rtFc^ts 
lofs  of  two  large  ihips  or  fevcnty  guns,  and  of  a  muliituie  cf 
veiTtls,  which,  by  that  diminution  uf  our  naval  armamcnr,  nci 
fell  into  the  hands  of  privateers  and  fmall  crui2U.rs,  tiiat  ra.a 
ocean  without  fear  or  moicllation. 

If  wc  examine  the  prcfcn:  cftablifiiment  of  our  nary,  my 
it  will  be  dii'covcrcd,  that  nothing  is  propofcd  in  this  hi.!  wii.c 
more  cfEcacioufly  performed  by  the  methods  now  in  u/f,  j.:, 
judicioufly  e(labii(bcd  by  laws,  of  which  long  expcr;er.C'.-  r.^^ 
the  ufcfulncfs.  This,  my  Lords,  will  e^^filv  appear  fro:n  i,\z 
of  the  orders  which  every  commander  of  a  convoy  rc: 
andof  the  printed  rules, cilabiiflicd  by  his  Maj  '\  ...  w«...w.., 
royal  navy. 

In  ih^fc,  my  I.   ■  !■:,  trs-jcli  .;1j:j  «a  cjmprchjndci  ihjn  c- 

pcrly  be  inferred  in  a  law  n;.)L  Dccafiunaily  variall-.* ;  nor  ik> 

any  tiling  omitted  \.hich  an  experienced  and  cand.d  cni^ji: 

,  think  ulci'ul  to  the  incrcafc  of  cur  :uval  ilrcngth,  or  r.eccUi: 

protection  of  our  commerce. 

In  conhdermg  this  bill,  I  (liall  not  trouble  y.i'.ir  Lordihi^s 
HiinuiL*  coni'iuLration  of  c\;.ry  fmglc  paragraph,  (!ioii4:h  c\:- 
graph  mi^iU  furnif.i  o-)-);.riLii.iiy  tor  animidvcruor.i ;  b*.:r  fn. 
tent  m'.;cii  \v.\:\  L:;^wavouri;:^  to  evince  the  rcaiu:iabi^:..-i\  i 
of  the  oM.-^iion^  nude  by  the  noble  Lord  v^ho  fpokc  i\i:\^  . 
forcing  his  opinion  with  fuch  arguments  as  h.i'.c  ocwuircj 
though  indeed  it  requires  no  unwommon  fjga^iiy  to  ciu- 
fu  peri  or  fKiil  in  ratiocination  to  {-rove,  that  where  th.>  b.  1  « 
duLc  any  alteration  in  our  prcilnt  iLT.j.-r.c,  it  \\;11  n.«^-..lL!:iv 
it  l««r  iKc  worfc. 

li-r  Ijrcly,  my  Lord*,  it  will  no:  b-'  nc*::;7-ry  :o  lli.vv, 
clji.v::^:c  r.:.J  rc:::icd  rLafoiiinj,  ih'j  aL;j::::yo:  cj:;.-.;..:.^  • 
tu  |M:ii;.ui.ir  K  .li     .-,  wit'i  .i  1   ;':Moliii?:   pu-.n/.tioa   ij   ti.p. 

tiinn,  w!..::l'.  w;   i:\.t\'  I  J   :  .:  c^rt.!  titv  ol  litltsuctr.'n,  or  i^r^ 

■1  •  •  ■  f  ■  t  ■  f  ■ 

■•.•••.Ilk  \     m 

li   I  .c  »:.:'. nv..vi  of  cr..         ■  f:i.p   js  to  inn.«y  tl'i:  nrin.C' 
I.-:... ,  I.  .!^  :  Hi' J   I J  b;;  u»,'  ..;.d  oi  t:ie  l.:»:r*y  ji  purij.r^ 
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Tj   are  dcfigned  for  the  protc£lion  of  our  merchants,  muft  they 

e  allowed  to  attend  them  till  they  are  out  of  danger  i 

'CTV  one,  my  Lords,  has  had  opportunities  of  obferving,  that 

are  men  who  are  wholly  cngrofTed  by  the  prefent  moment,  and 
,  if  they  can  procure  immoderate  profit,  or  efcape  any  impcnd- 
binger,  arc  without  the  lead  folicitude  witli  regard  to  futurity, 
vho,  therefore,  live  only  by  the  hour,  without  any  general  fchcme 
induct,  or  folid  foundation  of  lading  happinefs,  and  who  confe- 
itly  arc  for  ever  obliged  to  vary  their  mcafures,  and  obviate  every 

accident  by  fome  new  contrivance. 

f  men  of  this  difpofition,  my  Lords,  a  temper  by  which  they  arc 
linly  very  little  qualified  for  legidators,  the  bill  now  before  us 
IS  to  have  been  drawn  up,  for  their  attention  is  evidently  fo  en* 
sd  by  the  prefent  occurrences,  that  there  is  no  place  left  for  any 
ird  to  diftant  contingencies.  The  conclufion  of  this  war  is  to 
Q  the  period  of  human  cxiftence,  the  end  of  all  difcord  and  all 
cy.  They  confider  Spain  as  the  only  enemy  with  whom  we  can 
:  be  at  variance,  and  have  therefore  drawn  up  a  law,  a  law  with- 
any  limitation  of  time,  to  enable  us  to  oppofc  her.  They  have 
1  great  indudry  and  long  fcarches  difcovercd,  that  cruizerson  this 

Cape  Finidcrre,  may  be  of  ufe  againd  the  Spaniards,  and  pro- 
\  therefore,  that  in  all  times  of  war  they  are  to  be  difpatchcd  to 
; individual  dation,  though  we  diould  be  engaged  in  difputes  with 

Northern  Crowns,  or  fit  oat  ficcts  to  make  couqueds  in  the 
i  Indies. 

n  all  our  wars,  my  Lords  however  judicioufly  concerted  and 
rcvcr  happily  concluded,  the  plcafures  of  fuccefs  have  been  abated 
he  mortification  of  loflcs,  and  fome  complaints  have  been  at  all 
es  mingled  with  the  fliouts  of  triumph.  How  much  focver  the 
J  of  the  nation  has  been  elevated,  the  fortunes  of  particular 
ons  have  been  impaired,  and  thole  have  never  thought  themfelves 
MDpcnfed  by  the  general  advantages  of  the  public,  who  have  fuf- 
1  by  the  acquifition  of  them  ;  they  have  always  iiiiaglned  them- 
s  marked  out  for  ruin  by  malevolence  and  relcntmcr.t,  and  have 
rluded  that  thofe  difadcrs  v/l;ich  fell  upon  them  only  by  the  com- 

chance  of  war,  were  broM^ht  on  them  by  negligence  or  deiign. 
'he  loflcs  of  our  merchants  in  the  piefcnt  war  mud  be  acknow- 
ed  to  have  been  more  than  common,  but  if  we  examine  accurately 
the  c^ufcs  that  may  beaiTigncd  for  fo  great  a  num^bci  o^  c3L^Va\M%^ 
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we  (hall  fir.d  them  fuch  as  this  law  will  have  no  tendcnry  loi 
fuch  as  might  be  eafiU'  imagined  bcfbre  the  comcDencn 
hortilitics  and  f"ch  as  it  will  be  cxtremclv  d-fRcuIt  on  am 
occafion  of  the  fame  kind,  to  hinder  from  producing  the  lame  c 
'I'he  firft  and  prcateft  caufe,  my  Lords,  of  ihc  rumbrr 
lodes,  is  the  number  at  our  (hips,  which  cannot  all  be  (ul 
proredted.  The  extent,  therefore,  of  our  commerce,  in  p« 
CO  that  of  our  enemies,  expofcs  us  to  double  difad  vantage ;  w 
farily  lie  open  in- more  parts  to  the  depredations  of  privat^i 
have  no  encouragement  to  attempt  rcprifals,  becaufe  ther  t 
ihips  of  value  to  be  feized.  The  profit  of  our  commerce  i 
withholds  our  failors  from  our  (hips  of  war,  and  makes  par 
navy  an  idle  (bow ;  the  certainty  of  plunder  incites  chetn 
dieir  merchant  (hips  into  cniifers,  and  to  fufpend  their  traile  i 
profitable  employment.  Thus  they  at  once  increafe  the  nu 
plunderers,  and  take  away  from  us  the  opportunity  of  repai 
loflcs  by  the  fame  praAice. 

And,  my  Lords,  if  the  loflcs  of  our  merchants  have  beei 
than  in  former  wars,  our  trade  is  more  extenfive,  and  our 
more  numerous.  Nor  is  it  to  be  forsotten  that  a  ven*  ii 
part  of  our  commerce  is  canied  on  before  the  eyes  of  the  Sj 
fo  that  t^cy  mi*y  ifTue  out  upon  our  merchants  from  tl-cir  *.-.*• 
anJ  rrtirt  immediately  bev<md  danger  ofpurfuir. 

iJut,  my  I-iOrds,  neither  the  fituation  of  Sp.T!i,  n^  r  thr  i 
ojr  comni'TCc,  w  niK!  have  made  thi«iwar  f.nlcllriul.vr,  I... 
nK  I  chants  fi»metime<  fac»lit.itcJ  the  atlemj^ts  of  ou:  cr.v:ii.** 
o%vn  ncgli;jrnce  or  avarice. 

1  h::'.e  been  informed,  m)  Lcrdf,  thit  as  the  mjft.rs  i 
\cficls  ci»nipljin  of  having  been  dcfcrtcJ  hv  tht.:  l  r-. 
ri|Miir.«i  (if  ihe  (hips  of  i^ar  have,  in  their  luin,  r\!.  o;:.J 
rrr.c;irit-fm  of  the  condiicl  ol  the  tr.iJin/  m.if^ers,  a*'  n.-v  i 
'Y.\:  t-i;!:o;i  is  r.ot  pr  porticincd  to  tinir  clamour,  ani  ir.j: 
c«. '  -  !r.-!..nchti'v  :cr.:.«!  rh'/v  ni.r;  recount  the  niifciirs  of  c  Ji^r: 
<  !l*m;:'.^  fi  fi:; '.ni  fjinilie*,  jtiil  the  i'*tcr:npiiu:i  ot  the 
l';.:u;i,  ihc.  Mil.  m  t  cru!ca\our  to  eicapc  tlu.r  mimic*  i! 
j".:.f  ff  n^uch  iircuT.!'pevlli>:i,  and  that  :!x  proi'jKCt  of 
pi  r»  will  be  fufiic  i«  nt  to  <j\ .  r-balance  t*;c  d.:n?rr  of  ihv^fc  c; 
r:.:-)  !(•  (■•t^.:;ca«!\  ta:nc;*(. 
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is  not  uncommon,  my  Lords,  when  the  fleet  has  entered  the 

icms,  for  the  traders  to  take  difterent  courfes  both  from  the 

»y  aiul  from  each  other,  and  to  difperfc  themfelves  beyond  the 

liiity  of  receiving  affiftance  in  danger  or  diftref^,  and   what 

is  it  if  part  of  them  be  loft,  fince  only  part  of  them  can  be 

? 

Buy  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  an  excufe  forged 
commanders  to  cover  their  own  negligence  or  treachery.    It 

be  afked,  what  motives  could  induce  the  merchants  to  expofe 

Ives  to  unneceflary  dangers,  or  what  proofs  they  have  ever 

of  fuch  wild  negligence  of  their  own  intereft  or  fafety,  as  that 

fluMild  be  fulpe^ed  of  ruQiing  precipiutely  into  the  jaws 

ipine  ? 

lis,  my  Lords,  is  an  objection  fpecious  in  itfelf,  and  fuch  as 
who  have  not  enquired  into  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  traffick  will 

very  readily  difcovcr  to  be  fallacious  ^  but  it  may  eafily  be  re- 
I,  by  (hewing  that  the  danger  of  being  taken  by  the  enemy  is 
kUy  not  fo  great  to  thofc  who  have  the  direSion  of  the  (hip  as  it 
imonly  believed. 

ly  the  prefent  cuftom  of  infurancc,  my  Lords,  the  merchant 
Its  himfelf  from  the  hazard  of  great  lofTcs,  and  if  he  infurcs  fo 
of  the  value  of  the  fliip  and  cargo,  that  the  chance  of  arriving 

at  nurket  is  equivalent  to  the  remaining  part,  what  (hall  hinder 

from  preiling  forward  at  all  events,  and  directing  his  courfe  in- 

^dly  through  feas  crowded  with  enemies  r 
iltis  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  there  is,  in  a  great  part  of  man- 
a  fecret  malignity,  which  makes  one  unwilling  to  contribute  to 

advantage  of  another,  even  when  his  own  intereft  will  fufter  no 
lution  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  this  difpofition  is  lei's  pre- 

linant  in  traders  than  in  the  other  cl:if&s  of  the   community, 

igh  it  is  exected  on  different  occaiions.     The  envy  of  one  part  of 

id  is  excited  by  reputation,  or  intcrell,  or  dignity,  or  power. 

trader,  for  the  moft  part,  envies  notiiin^  but  money,  in  which 

has  been  taught  from  his  infancy  that  every  human  excellence  is 

■ 

iprehended,    and   contributes   to    liie  increafe  of  the  riches   of 
;r,  with  the  fame  unwillingncfs  with  which   a  foldier  would 
:ur  in  the  advancement  of  an  inferior  officer  to  a  poft  of  ingher 
and  authority  than  his  own. 
For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  there  is  generally  a  malevolence  in  the 
taichant  againft  the  infurcr^  whom  he  confiders  as  an  idle  cater- 
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aiid  caution  ?  Ifl  arrive  fafcly  at  ihe  port,  1  (hall  dirpofe  of 
modirics  with  uncommon  advantage ;  if  I  milcarn',  the  ii 
at  leaft  fufTer  with  me,  and  be  dcfervedlj  punilhed  for  bis 
and  extortion. 

I  doubt  not  but  fome  of  your  Lordfhips  will  imagine,  t 
now  indulging  chirrerical  fpeculations,  that  I  am  afcnb 
force  to  wcaic  motivtf,  and  fuppoiing  men  to  ail  upon 
which,  in  reality,  never  operated  in  the  human  breaft.  \S'h 
difudvantn^cnuny  of  others,  my  Loids,  I  am  indeed  alwai 
to  find  mytclf  millaken,  and  (ball  be  pleafcd  to  hear  on  thii 
from  any  of  your  Lord(hip$,  who  have  converfed  at  larj 
mankind,  that  it  is  not  common  for  one  man  to  neglefl  hi' 
tcrcft  for  fear  of  promoting  that  of  another.  In  the  prcfcni 
my  Lords,  I  have  only  fuppufed  that  ciivy  may  be  one  mo:n 
many,  and  wifh  its  influence  were  fo  fmall,  as  that  it  in 
been  Irfs  pro}>er  to  mention  it. 

The  practice  of  infurance,  my  Lords,  whether  it  conr 
not  to  the  number  of  the  captures,  undoubtedly  increaics  tn< 
which  they  occalion ;  for  as  the  lofs  is  extended,  the  cor 
multiplied,  and  both  the  merchant  and  imtircr  take  the  1 
cnfufing  the  conduct  of  the  naval  oTiccr?,  and  cjf  cnndcn 
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wind,  is  minutely  Fegiftered  in  the  papers  of  the  week,  and  ac- 
of  it  tranfinitted  to  every  nation  of  the  world,  where  curioiity 
reft  will  pay  for  information.  The  Spaniards,  therefore,  need 
r<rulate  their  fchemes  according  to  their  inftrudtons  front 
,  and  watch  thofe  fleets  which  arc  frequently  fent  out,  for 
ay  be  confident  that  fomc  maftcrs  will  wander  from  their  pro- 
,  enticed  by  avarice,  negligence,  or  temerity,  and  that  they 
ivc  opportunities  of  enriching  themfelves  without  the  neceffitjr 
iging  the  convoy. 

protect  fliips  which  are  to  be  fleered  each  at  the  will  of  the 
,  is  no  lefs  impofEble,  my  Lords,  than  to  conduA  an  army  of 
rvery  private  man  is  at  liberty  to  march  according  to  his  own 
,  to  form  and  purfue  his  own  plan  of  operation,  and  to  difpute 
gle£l  the  orders  of  his  leader.     Nor  is  it  more  reafonablc  to 

the  captains  of  the  fhips  of  war  to  penalties  for  the  lofs  of  a 
over  which  they  have  no  authority,  than  to  require  from  an 
in  the  army  an  account  of  the  lives  of  men,  who  periflied  by 
ing  his  commands, 

ly  opinion,  my  Lords,  we  might,  with  far  greater  probability 
efs,  revive  a  precedent  that  maybe  found  in  the  reign  of  King 
n,  in  which  it  was  appointed  by  an  order  of  council,  that  the 
if  every  (hip  which  went  out  with  a  convoy  (hould  be  regiftercd, 
it  the  owners  (hould  give  fecurity  to  provide  a  fufficient  number 
s  and  a  proper  quantity  of  ammunition  to  aflift  the  Imperial 
I  annoying  or  repelling  the  enemy;  with  one  injunction  more 
utmoft  importance  to  the  efficacious  prote£lion  of  our  com- 

and  which,  therefore,  in  every  war  ought  to  be  repeated  and 
d  ;  an  injundion  by  which  the  mailers  of  the  (liips  of  trade 
K|uircd  to  obey  the  direSions  of  the  commander  of  the  convoy. 
t  fome  meafures  ought  to  be  concerted  for  the  prefer vation  of 
de  I  am  very  far  from  denying,  and  (hall  willingly  concur  in 
.  (hall  to  me  appear  likely  to  promote  the  end  propofed  by 

Our  lollls,  my  Lords,  are  undoubtedly  great,  though  I  bc- 
r  lefs  than  they  are  reported  by  difcontcnt  and  malevolence ; 

Ihrp  be  delavcd  by  an  accidental  hindrance,  or  kept  back  by 
y  winds  for  a  ftw  days,  there  are  men  fo  watchful  to  fnatch 
opportunity  cf  reproaching  the  meafurc?  of  the  government, 
zlamour  is  immediately  railed,  the  ihip  is  taiccn,  the  merchants 
r;ficcd,  snd  the  nation  bctiaycJ, 
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While  this  report  is  conveyed  from  one  to  anocfacTt  lad  It 
falflioods  increafmg  in  its  piogrefs,  while  every  man  adds  i 
cumftance  of  exaggeration,  or  fome  new  proof  of  the  tmcSt 
miniftry,  the  (hip  enters  the  port,  and  puts  an  end  lodec 
anxiety  of  the  owners  and  infurers,  but  by  no  meant  pacifies 
pie,  or  removes  their  prejudices  againft  the  conduct  of  tbcj 
oors  i  for  as  no  man  acicnowledges  bimicif  the  firft  authe 
report,  no  man  thinks  himlclf  under  any  obligation  torctn£ 
fute  it,  and  the  paflions  of  the  multitude,  being  once  in  coi 
cannot  be  calmed  before  another  opportunity  of  the  iame  I 
be  offered  for  agitating  them  afrefli. 

I'o  the  expc£btions  of  the  people,  my  Lords,  it  is  alwa; 
to  have  ibme  regard,  nor  is  there  any  valuable  ufe  of  powti 
of  promoting  happinefs,  and  preventing  or  removing  calami 
we  arc  not  to  endeavour  to  pacify  them  by  the  appearance  o 
which,  in  reality,  will  only  increalc  thofe  evils  of  which  tl 
plain,  nor  to  deprcfs  the  reputation  of  this  Aflembly  by  p^l 
which  the  experience  of  a  Angle  month  will  prove  to  be  uf  e 

Of  this  kind,  my  Lords,  the  bill  now  before  us  has  been  : 
the  noble  Lord  that  fpoke  firll  on  this  occafion,  by  ish< 
chufe  has  been  difcovered  to  be  either  defective  or  unaecci 
who  has  evinced,  bcyonJ  all  poflibility  of  reply,  that  the  re 
here  propofcd  can  be  divided  only  into  iwo  kinds,  of  whi 
already  eftabliflitd  cither  by  hw  or  prefcription,  and  the  oth 
be  admitted  without  apparent  injury  both  to  our  navy  and  ot 

Part  of  the  claufes  the  noble  Uuke  has  iiuieed  attempted  i 
but  has  been  obliged  by  his  regard  to  rcafon  and  to  uuih, 
iuch  conceffions,  as  are,  in  my  opinion,  fufHcient  argumcn 
rcje^ion  of  the  bill.  He  has  admitted  of  almoft  every  clau 
is  imperfcd,  that  it  may  be  amended  by  farther  conAdcrat 
that,  though  not  wholly  to  be  neglected,  it  yet  requires  Ton 
improvements  to  become  c (Feci ual  to  the  advantage  of  our  ■ 

'i  he  thtcc  lad  claufes  his  natural  abilities  and  iuft  dilcem 
mediately  (hewed  him  to  be  indefeniihie,  and  he  has  too  m« 
to  like  intcrcft  oi  his  country  to  attempt  the  vindicatiGo  < 
which  could  not  be  pafTcJ  without  wxakening  it  by  imp 
naval  force,  and  yet  more  Icufibly  by  diminiAuiig  the  rqputai 
Icgifflatuic. 
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le  thereforr,  my  Lords,  that  I  (hall  not  undergo  the  common 
:  of  difrcgard  to  our  commercial  intereft,  or  be  ranked  amongft 
mics  of  the  merchants,  though  I  declare,  that  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  rcje<5ied  as  unnecefTary  and  injudicious,  and  that 
lid  only,  by  confidering  in  a  committee  what  no  confideration 
end,  wafte  that  time  in  a  fruitlefs  attempt,  which  may  be  fpent 
Dore  ufefuUy  upon  other  fubjefls. 

I  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofe: — My 
though  I  do  not  approve  equally  of  every  part  of  the  bill  now 
iS,  though  I  think  fome  of  the  provifions  unneceflary,  others 
f  to  produce  any  bei>c(icial  efTeds,  and  fome  already  eftablifhed 
ler  aiSls  of  the  Senate,  or  rules  of  the  Admiralty,  yet  I  cannot 
rxth  the  noble  Lord  that  it  is  unworthy  of  farther  confideration. 
\y  opinion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflary,  for  many  reafons,  to 
this  bill  rather  than  reje£l  it ;  and  I  hope,  that  when  I  (hall 
d  before  you  the  refult  of  thofe  enquiries,  and  thofe  reflections 
[  have  made  on  this  occafion,  your  Lord(hips  will  judge  it  not 
!r  to  refer  it  to  a  committee. 

ling,  my  Lords,  is  more  necelTary  to  the  Icgiflature  than  the 
n  and  eftcem  of  the  people ;  all  government  confiAs  in  the 
ty  of  the  ffw  over  the  many^  and  authority,  therefore,  can  be 
1  only  on  opinion,  and  mud  afways  fall  to  the  ground,  when 
ich  fupports  it  is  taken  aw::y. 

this  reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  worthy  of  this  moft  auguft  and 
kflembly,  to  enue;ivour  to  convince  the  people  of  our  folicitude 
r  happincfs  and  our  compaiCon  for  their  fuffcrings,  left  we 
Icem  elevated  by  the  cafual  advantages  of  birth  and  fortune 
Bgard  to  the  lower  clafles  of  mankind,  left  we  (hould  feem 
above  others  only  10  neglcfl  them,  and  invefted  with  power 
exert  it  in  ach  of  wanton  opprei&on,  left  high  rank  (hould  in 
sduce  hatred  rather  than  reverence,  and  fuperiority  of  fortune 
opt  rapine  and  excite  rtrbellion. 

bill  now  under  our  confideration,  my  Lords,  cannot  be  re- 
rithout  danjer  of  exafperating  the  nation,  without  affording 
ifcontented  and  malevolent  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting  this 
s  regsrdlefs  of  the  public  mifcries,  and  deaf  to  the  cries  of  our 
iibjciSs  languilbing  in  captivity  and  mourning  in  poverty. 
elanchoiy  and  dcjcdtcd  will  naturally  conceive  us  inebriated 
loencr,  and  chtcd  with  dignity,  endeavouTuv^WiQiUQN^  ^\wxv 
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our  eyes  every  Tpecbcle  of  milery,  and  to  turn  «U 
mentations  which  may  interrupt  the  enjoy      nc  of  our 

Nor  indeed  can   it  be  juftly  (aid,  tl       fiich 
without  grounds,  when  we  confider  die  important 
this  bill  is  drawn  up,  the  bittcrnefs  of  thofe  calamidci 
intended  to  redrefs,  and  the  authority  by  which  it 
to  us. 

It  may  naturally  be  expeAed,  my  Lords,  that  the  tide  ol 
the  protection  and  fecurity  of  trade  fliould  rmife  an  uqcoomi 
of  ardour  and  attention  ;  it  might  be  conceired  that  every  L 
Houfe  wo'jld  be  ambitious  of  ftgnalifing  his  seal  for  the  in* 
country,  by  propofing,  on  this  occafion,  ercry  expedient 
l^erience  or  information  had  fuggcfled  to  ihim,  and  that 
fctting  ourfclves  free  from  the  labour  of  enquiry  and  the 
deliberation,  by  raifing  objtfction^  to  the  bill  and  rnccli 
(hould  labour  with  unanimous  endeavours  and  tnceflant  ; 
fupply  its  dcfciSs,  and  correv^  its  improprieties,  to  (hew  th 
fo  bcncfical  can  ne\cr  be  prop  fcJ  to  us  without  efl[ec>,  and  i 
ever  we  hnd  honcft  zeal  we  (hall  be  ready  to  affi({  it  with 
and  experience. 

Compnffion  might  likcwife  concur  to  invigorate  our  cndi 
this  occafion.  For  who,  my  Lords,  can  reflect  on  fanailic 
fiourilhing  in  afHucncc,  and  contributing  to  the  general  pr 
their  country,  and  on  a  fuddcn,  without  the  crime  of  €% 
or  negligence,  reduced  to  penury  and  diftrefs,  harrai&d  bt 
and  plundered  by  the  %uliures  of  the  law,  without  within. 
misfortunes  miyh:  by  fome  expedient  be  averted  ?  But  this, 
is  not  the  only  nor  the  greatcft  calamity,  which  this  brll  is  i 
pr.vcnt.  The  lols  of  wealth,  however  grievous  i$  jrt 
ilre.ided  than  that  of  liberty,  and  indigence  added  to  capri 
hi^-hc-rt  dc^rct  of  human  mifery.  Yet  even  this  howc\er  d 
Hfivv  the  lot  of  muliitiidcs  of  our  fellow- fubieii^,  who  air  I 
wi  h  want  In  the  prilbns  cf  Spain. 

Surely,  my  Ix)t  Js,  every  jropofa!  muft  be  well  received  tl 
the  prcvc  :it:on  or  relief  .-  f  calamities  like  thefe.  Surely  the 
merchants  n:u!^  al.  rrr:  ever)*  trading  nation,  nor  can  a  Brii 
fit  unc.tr.c.rn.d  at  the  captivity  of  thofe  men  by  whoa 
chiefly  fu;'i'w:tcJ. 
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the  importance  of  the  merchants,  by  whom  this  bill  is  recom- 
to  our  confideration,  and  by  whofe  influence  it  has  already 
die  other  Houfe,  it  is  not  neceilary  to  rcminJ  your  Lordfhips, 
know,  that  to  this  clafs  of  men  our  nation  is  indebted  for  all 
itages  diat  it  poflefies  above  thoic  which  we  behold  with 
ion  or  contempt,  for  its  wealth  and  povTer,  and  perhaps  for 
and  civility.  To  the  merchants,  my  I>ords,  we  owe  thsit 
[aame  Js  known  "beyond  our  own  coafls,  and  that  our  influence  k 
ifined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  fmgle  ifland. 
vs  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  reje^Sl  with  contempt  what  is  pro^ 
and  folicited  by  men  of  this  clafs  ;  men  whole  experience  and 
Ige  cannot  but  have  enabled  them  to  offer  fomething  ufeful 
Important,  though  perhaps  for  want  of  acquaintance  with  former 
they  may  have  imagined  thofe  provifions  now  firft  fuggefted, 
have  only  been  forgotten,  and  petitioned  for  the  enaction  of  a 
rj  M^en  they  needed  only  an  enforcement  of  former  ftatutes. 
our  naval  force  has,  in  thcprefent  war,  been  mifapplied,  that 
oommerce  has  been  expofed  to  petty  fpoilers,  in  a  degree  never 
before,  that  our  convoys  have  been  far  from  adding  fecurity  to 
I,  and  that  with  the  moil  powerful  fleet  in  the  world9 
iiiffered  all  that  can  fall  upon  the  mou:  defcncclcfs  nation, 
be  denied. 
foC  is  it  any  degree  of  temerity,  my  Lords,  to  aflirm,  that  thefe 
fflcs  have  been  brought  upon  us  by  either  negligence  or 
r,  for  befides  that  no  other  caufe  can  be  affi'^nedfor  the  lofTes 
a  powerful  people  fuflFer  from  an  enemy  of  inferior  force,  there 
ftrongcft  authority  for  afl'erting,  that  our  maritime  affairs  htve 
ill-coiiduAed,  and  that  therefore  the  regulation  of  them  is  very 
ftnably  and -properly  folicited  by  the  merchants. 
iKor  this  aflcrtion,  my  Lords,  we  may  produce  the  authority  of  the 
■er  Houfe,  by  which  a  remonflrance  was  drawn  up  againft  the 
Khi£l  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty.  This  alone  oueht 
^iafluence  us  to  an  accurate  difcufHon  of  this  affair.  But  when  an 
ijAority  yet  more  venerable  is  produced,  when  it  appears  that  his 
ojrfly^  by  the  difmiffion  of  the  Commifiioncrs  from  their  emplov- 
mt$9  adaittied  the  juitice  of  the  representation  of  the  Commons,  Ix 
iKk/CMuht  of  nouie  to  evince,  by  argument^,  the  necef&ty  of  new 

■riMmia. 
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It  is  indeed  ccriaiii,  thst  men  of  inteinicy  and  prudcncr,  i 
ability  to  difccni  their  duty,  and  of  rclblucion  tocawcutr  it| 
ceive  very  little  affiftancc  from  rules  and  preicnptions ;  do 
deny  what  the  noble  Lord  has  affirmed,  that  they  mar  be  Uk 
embarrafled  in  their  mcafures,  a:id  hindered  from  inatchuig  a 
nities  of  fuccefs,  and  complying  with  emergent  occafions ;  \ 
Lords,  we  are  to  confider  mankind,  not  as  we  with  sbem,  b; 
find  them,  frequently  corrupt,  and  always  fallible. 

If  men  were  all  honed  and  wife,  laws  ofaS  kinds  would  h 
flaojs,  a  Ic'gir.aturc  would  become  ufc'icfs,  and  our  authari 
ceafe  for  u'ant  of  objects  to  cniplcy  i: ;  but  we  n:.  J«  my  I^f 
there  arc  men  whom  nothing  but  bvis  and  penal:.c>  i.^r.  a» 
porubic  to  focicty,  that  there  arc  men«  uho,  if  they  axe  i 
their  (iuty,  will  never  know  it,  and  who  w.i!,  at  laft,  oaly 
what  they  fhiil  be  punilhcd  for  neglecting. 

Were  all  men,  like  the  r.obic  Lord,  whom  I  am  now  atti 
to  anfwer,  vigilant  to  d;fcovcr,  Uj^cous  to  diilinguifhv 
dullrious  to  profccutc  the  imcici:  ufthc  public,  I  (bould  be 
from  '^ropofuig  thai  they  Ihould  be  court  rained  by  rule5,  or  i 
to  ti^Iow  any  ^uiiic  but  their  own  rcafon  ;  I  {houIJ  rciign  i 
pre  fj.critv,  and  that  of  my  cour.try,  implicitly  into  their  han 
reli  in  full  fLC'i:ity  that  noth;r^  would  be  omitted  :ha:  human 
coulJ  dictate  for  our  a«ivant..^r. 

1  ;iin  r.it  pcn'uadin^  your  LorJlliips  to  lay  reilr.  .nisupon  vii 
prudcii:e,  but  to  coafiJcr  how  itrl.ioni  virc.ij  j.  li  authority  ai 
together,  how  often  prudence  de^ciicratc'*  into  iclnihucils 
generous  regard  for  the  public  is  cor.tra::teii  ::*.tii  narruw  iicwi 
vatc  intcrcil.  I  am  endeavouring  to  flicw,  that  hikcc  laws  i 
€\\ikjl\y'  obligatory  to  all,  it  i>  the  inicrcll  of  u\c  trw  gLVC 
fiibmit  to  rcltraints,  which,  though  they  m^y  Uiuieiirnc^  i^ii' 
I  nine  nee  of  their  virtue,  will  abund«ittiy  rcconipc  i&fe  :r: 
lc«  anng  them  from  the  mifihiefi  that  ^%ickci:;c:«,  ic!^:.'.:i^ 
without  iinui>,  and  opcraiing  wiOiout  (.»]'i">!'iiu.n,  m-^h: 
Ui«tn  them. 

it  m;*y  not  lie  improper  to  add,   my  Lord^,  tlut  no  de 

huir.^n  w.idom  is  exempt  from  error ;  that  he  who  clains  tfa 

Ir^r  of  acling  at  difcretion,  fubjecls  himfeif  likewiic  Co  the  i 

c;  ir:/fVLMii^  for  the  conVequcnccs  of  his  conduct,  and  that  all 

WiJ  M  IcaU  I'ubject  hiia  to  itptoack  axA  v\^''i^vc\acs  VxosD^'wt 
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condud  is  regulated  by  eftablifhed  rules,  may  always  have  an 

ity  of  fetting  himfclf  free. 

and  certain  regulations  are  therefore,  my  Lords,  ufeful  to 

and  beft  men ;  and  to  thofe  whofe  abilities  are  lefs  con- 

and  whofe  integrity  is  at  beft  doubtful,  I  fuppofe  it  will 

doubted  that  thev  are  indifpcnfably  neceilKry. 

of  the  expedients  mentioned  in  this  bill,  I  (hall  readily  concui^ 

the  noble  Lord  in  cenfuring  and  reje^fling ;  I  am  very  far  from 

it  expedient  to  inveft  the  Governors  of  our  Colonies  with 

JKW  degree  of  power,  or  to  fubje£t  the  captains  of  our  (hips  of 

to  their  command.    I  have  lived,  my  Lords,  to  fee  many  fuc- 

of  thofe  petty  monarchs,  and  have  known  few  whom  I  would 

!y  truft  with  the  exercife  of  great  authority.     It  is  not  uncom* 

my  Lords,  for  thofe  to  be  made  cruel  and  capricious  by  power, 

were  moderate  and  prudent  in  lower  ftations.;  and  if  the  cfFeds 

ution  are  to  be  feared  even  in  good  men,  what  may  not  be 

from  it  in  thofe,  whom  nothing  but  a  diftant  employment 

fecure  from  the  laws,  and  who,  if  they  had  not  been  fent  to 

ica  to  govern,  muft  probably  have  gone  thither  on  a  different 
? 

m 

noble  Duke,  who  has  vindicated  the  bill  with  arguments  to 
very  little  can  be  added,  and  to  which  I  believe  nothing  can 
has  exprefled  his  unwillingncfs  to  concur  in  any  mcafures 
the  execution  of  which  new  officers  muft  be  appointed.  An  in- 
ife  of  officers,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  a  dreadful  found,  a  found  th^t 
wot  but  forebode  the  ruin  of  our  country ;  the  number  of  officers 
■dy  eftabliihed  is  abundantly  fufficient  for  all  ufeful  purpofes,  nor 
lany  addition  be  made  but  to  the  ruin  of  our  conftitution. 
!  am  therefore  of  opinion}  that  no  new  officer  was  intended  by  thofe 
t  drew  up  the  bill,  and  that  they  propofed  only  to  furnifli  thofe 
t  loiter  in  our  ports,  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  with  an  op- 
tunity  of  earning  their  (alaries  by  fome  ufeful  employment. 
[  know  not  indeed,  my  Lords,  whether  any  good  cSte&s  can  be 
Rmably  hoped  from  this  provifion  ^  whether  men  accuftomed  to 
mivance  and  negligence  in  afllairs  of  leis  importance,  ought  to  be 
ftsd  with  the  care  of  our  naval  preparations,  and  engaged  in  fer* 
B^  on  which  the  profperity  of  the  public  may  depend,  and  cannot 
MSpl  ny  apprehenfions,  that  fuch  men,  if  commiHloncd  to  fuper- 
Boi  ocberf,  ma/  tbemfdves  require  a  fuperintendanX, 
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But;  my  Lords,  this  and  every  other  ciAufe  may  in  a  cq 
be  carefully  examined  and  deliberately  corre^J  ;  aiuKxiice  il 
evident  to  me,  that  ibine  law  is  ntrcciury  for  the  lecitritj 
commerce,  I  think  tliis  bill  oug'at  not  to  be  rcJL«*xed  widiCM 
confidcration. 

Lord  WiNCHELSEA  rofc  again,  and  f^^cke  tbu&:^My  L 
the  known  finceriiy  of  that  noble  Lord  allows  no  room  Cor  tn 
that  he  would  bcliow  any  praifcs  where  he  diJ  not  believe  li 
fome  defcrt,  and  as  his  penetration  and  acutrndk  iitcure  I 
being  deceived  by  any  t\kAc  appearances  of  merit,  1  cannoc  boi 
myfelf  for  having  obtained  his  cftceni,  which  I  hope  will  no 
fcitcd  by  my  future  conuucl. 

Having  happily  gained  the  regard  of  fo  cxzA  a  jud^e  of  r 
I  am  the  lefs  folic itous  what  opinion  may  be  conceived  of  w] 
or  intentions  by  thoi'c  whole  ccnfures  I  IcU  icir,  and  whole 
lefs  value,  and  flull  therefore  chcarfully  hazard  any  degree  < 
larity,  which  J  may  have  hitherto  poirelVcd,  by  continu.nj 
pofition  to  this  bill,  of  which  I  am  it:!!  convinced  th«4t  it  w;li 
nothing  but  embarrafi'mcnt,  luflcb,  andungrace. 

The  ncccCity  of  gjir.inj;  .tr.u  picfcrvini;  the  ef.cem  of  i^r 
very  willingly  allow,  but  a^n  t*:  c.;)iri:ontr.u:  thojfih  i:  m.i,  :^ 
be  ;;.'i'ncd  by  fljttcriiv^  :!s:  .r  jM.linr.r*  :\:v\  tc  ^r*«"*n  **••"*  ' 
fortaric.:-,  ^  .  ..  [n  ..■.:...■  c^  at  rch».|  ."uiJ  iii.- n i '.:',:•■ ;  I'.'i 
cf  Ui.:r  ^-rij-.a:'.  .'w',  ;:  ■•»  «..:."..•  to  be  j :«.:'.  i'.;.J  ly  re!  i:ii  p« 
b<..".c.*i•.^,  b^  .1  i:.  ■■  ..::l:.:..  ii  to  liic  ;iL*.:t  t:;fs  of  p  •■.t^.inw 
a  \i^'jrou.  L:iJ.L.::.i.M:i  .  i  i-il  i:.-j.ir.."»  bv  Ui'].^;;  tht  v  ma;  be  ^ 
\v»r/.v'»'  r;    «:»:  ti  ;  :i  .l-;.:  ;  i.  ,..J:it<  vt  :c:i.p  .:m\  ^.'.l!]ll^u:S. 

1  I'  :.i  »r,  j;.\  L.'.J-.,  .;  .-...I  ..l**.iv*  bi  .'ij'.i:..!  :I-.a:  .i  i»  t!a;  j 
gr.  iit-f  ::r,»  |t.  ,\c  m  :;;».. r  c*.; :,  L\f. luc,  a:  J  :o  L*.:  :*■■.  t  thd 
t3  t'u'r  r;p..  f?.  ^  \li  I  h.i\i  l.»  h:^.h  a  v/MiTjiujn  vi  •..-.:  u.i 
f'^.o-.i  ..:..c  u. •.;,". .f  :i;ini;-,  i;...;  !  ;A-.,ir  ilicv  i^'-..;  :»:  a 
<■  'C.'.  ■    .7  :ii::^\  ;.::i:c:;ftfkn:' :..j  -.,  :";rv   w.il   a:   !,.r  -in 

i  c      ...     ;  ;    ;  :...  .  to  ;ji  ;r  pr?  .  -1..'. ^. 

I  .  ;  i;.i  :."'■..  ^onf-.i^;::,  ry  I  n.-iis,  cf  r  :  .  »\^  i)\c  fs 
V.  .  .  .  !  II. -i,  '.ij{i,  b)  i'  K*r.iiri^  i.i  «.•  M  n  :r.*i  :r...  :*ri  •>i:chc  i 

* "    ■    •  •  •  .  '•  ^"s  cj.Cfc '. ...  I  rs«t«  k : .«ii  *ti  ■.  vtr^  p.4ri  ui  our  tn 
^  ;  .'i^  :;.{ ^ .  J    i.on  tw.   il.  n.i\»l  v.i  .1  A. 
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Dtalce  of  Bedi OBD  rofe  and  fpolce  to  thisefFcd  : — My  Lords, 
nnooed  that  this  bill  is  very  fur  from  being  either  abfurd  ux 
can  imagine  that  they,  by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  could 
tome  expedients  that  may  defer ve  confideration* 
probablcy  that  a  farther  enquiry  may  (hew  the  propriety  of 
luics  which  at  prefent  appear  moft  liable  to  cenfurc  ;  :..id 
wc  njcSt  diis  bill  thus  prccipiutely,  we  fhall  condemn  what 
Qt  fully  comprehend. 

laufe  appeared  to  me  more  unworthy  of  the  judgment  and 
ion  of  the  merchants  than  the  laft,  nor  was  there  any  which 
have  rejeded  at  the  iirft  perufal  with  lefs  regret ;  yet,  having 
is  opportunity  of  confidering  it  a  fecond  time,  I  find  it  by  no 
adcfenfible,  for  the  direction  of  ihi^  ftationed  for  the  defence 
jnerican  territories,  is  not  committed  to  the  governors  alone* 
iiocil  of  each  province  is  joined  with  them  in  authority,  by 
By  private  regards  may  be  overborne,  and  who  cannot  be  iiip* 
concur  in  any  direjiions  which  will  not  promote  the  general 
of  the  colony. 

bt  not,  my  Lords,  but  other  claufes  have  been  equally  mif- 
ifid  therefore  think  it  neceflary  to  condder  them  in  a  com- 
where  every  Lord  may  declare  his  fentiments,  without  the 
of  a  formal  debate,  and  where  the  bill  may  be  deliberately 
and  accommodated  more  exatSUy  to  the  prefent  exigencies  of 


WiNCHELSEA  fpoIce  again  in  fubftance  as  follows : — My 
the  only  reafon  which  has  been  urged  for  confidering  this  bill 
imittee,  is  the  neccflity  of  gratifying  the  merchants,  and  of 
our  concern  for  the  profperity  of  commerce.  If  therefore  it 
pear,  that  the  merchants  are  indifferent  with  regard  to  its 
I  hope  it  will  be  rejeiElcd  without  oppofition. 
I  this  morning,  my  Lords,  informed  by  a  merchant,  who  has 
pportuniiics  of  acquainting  himfelf  with  the  opinions  of  the 
port  of  the  nation,  that  they  were  fully  convinced  of  the  im- 
j  of  adapting  fixed  rules  to  variable  exigencies,  or  of 
rng.any  certain  method  of  obviating  the  chances  of  war,  and 
{  eneoiies  who  were  every  day  altering  their  fchemes ;  and 
chat  diey  had  no  hopes  of  fecurity  but  from  the  vigilance  of  a 
f  AdflHcalty,  foUcLcous  for  the  welfare  of  the  merchants,  and 
mm  efdtt-nMtioa* 
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Lord  Cholmondelby  rofe  and  Tpolce  to  the  fe!1ow!0;  poq 
My  Lord?,  ns  three  claufes  of  ihis  bill  have  been  unirerftUrr 
and  almoft  all  the  reft  plainly  piovcdby  the  noble  Lord  to  be  n 
furd  or  fuperfluous,  I  cannot  fee  why  it  Oiould  not  be  ivjedcd 
the  foleinnity  ot  farther,  confideration,  to  which  indeed  noduni 
tiile  can  gi\e  it  any  claim. 

The  tiilr^  try  Lords,  is  indeed  fpecious,  and  well  fitted  tc 
fi^n  of  gaiiiin«;  attention  and  promoting  popularity  ;  but  with 
there  is  nothing  that  correfponds,  nor  is  any  thing  Co  be  tc 
confufion  and  contradictions,  which  grow  more  numeroi 
farther  fearch. 

That  the  whole  Vill,  my  Lords,  is  unncccfTiry,  cannot  be  der 
be  confidercd  that  rothin|^  is  propolcd  in  it  which  is  nr»t  a!rfa«: 
power  of  your  LorJOiip**,  who  may  call  at  pic  a  fu  re  for  the  l»<i 
navy,  the  acountsofthc  cruifers,  the  duties  of  their  conimii& 
the  Journals  of  their  commanders,  f  a%  you  did  in  the  6th  of  Quco 
and  detect  every  act  of  negligence  or  treachery,  and  every  in! 
dcL'iticn,  or  of  i owardice. 

Noihin :  U  ncctuliry  to  the  re^^^lation  of  our  navxl  f^rce,  \ 
yniir  Lo:i*;hij's  vii^ilantly  exert  that  power  w huh  i*  c.^iircrn 
vo'i  hv  t'lr  Ciir.iliuition,  and  examine  the  coi:i'.i.-r  ir  t  tn 
with  3?i**nii'i'i  ar.i  impartiality;  no  man  then  will  li^rc  to  ic 
dutv,  lurjii:    iir>  man  can  ho|X'  torfcij^e  punfhment. 

(  ^i  li-.:^  S.II,  ihiK-rtiic,  fince  it  iv  thus  iiI. '*!'-  a::.'  :;i<.»nl 
c;nn»»t  hiit  fui'pcjit,  my  Lords,  rh.^i  i:  wav  ciiK-iitt'-i  :,  r  ; 
Tcrv  drSi-i -nt  fiorn  thofe  mentioned  m  the  tule,  whuh  it  hj 
r.^  ti.Tdenrv'ff>  promote,  I  iH-licve,  my  L«iriis  tnr  prcitrct* 
inten.lrj  nr:  to  much  to  ai!\  asice  the  iiiSLrrlt  ot  the  mrr«:r.j:kt 
tfcpretV  the  rrpiitPiion  ot  ihofe  whom  they  hi^r  l«^n^  lai^;.-,!  cy 
I  «>.:i:..!t'.  ut  liiji'iiv:  w:lh  reproaches,  \vh  »'n  ihcv  hi. o  ceni 
i*^e  r ::-::.! 'V  op  truir,  the  c«»fni;»tii*»  c?  imc  nation,  ir.u  : 
trdrra';-'  (  t  Spiii:?. 

Tf  t'   J?::':]   :1:lT.'   '/cncral   calvmrre^,  i?   wr.s  r.^ccTarv  to 

«  '  * 

f  »pie  j -rt.cular  :!CC'uririon  whu  ri  mflit  r..iic  ir:r  rvi'-utment 
pe»ff!r,  a:. J  rxafj^era'c  thtm  hejoiu!  rcilctioii  or  enquiry. 
purp '.'k  noihifig  wa*  more  proper  th-n  to  charge  thcni  With  b 
our  merchants  to  ihc  cr.cmv. 

A^  no  accusation  could  be  more  efficacious  to  mflame  the 
i;c,  iriv  Lg;J«,  cculJ  witji  more  di.*hcu!:v  be  c cooled. 
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b  1>e  fuffcred  in  every  war,  and  every  one  will  neccflarily 
am  plaints  and  difcontent ;  every  man  is  willing  to  blame 
T  perfon  for  bis  misfortunes,  and  it  was  therefore  eafy  to 
lamonrs  of  thofe  whole  veflels  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
p  mgainft  the  minifters  and  commanders  of  the  (hips  of  war» 
rries  were  naturally  heard  with  the  regard  always  paid  to 
e  and  diftrefs,  and  propagated  with  zeal,  becaufe  diey  were 
h  pity.  Thus  in  time,  what  was  at  iirft  only  the  outcry  of 
e,  was  by  malicious  artifices  improved  into  fettled  opinion, 
ion  was  diligently  diiFufed,  and  all  the  lofles  of  the  mer- 
;rc  imputed,  not  to  the  chance  of  war,  but  the  treachery  of 
try. 

ny  Lords,  the  folly  of  this  opinion,  however  general,  and 
ood  of  this  accufation,  however  vehement,  will  become 
ly  apparent,  if  you  examine  that  bulky  collection  of  papers 
re  now  laid  before  you,  from  which  you  will  difcover  the 
of  our  fleets,  the  frequency  of  our  convovs,  the  ftations  of 
&  of  war,  and  the  rimes  of  their  departure  and  return,  you 
\  chat  no  provifion  for  war,  no  expedient  likely  to  promote 
as  been  neglected ;  that  we  have  now  more  fliips  equipped 
he  late  war  with  France,  that  nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
s  writh  which  our  maritime  force  is  regulated,  and  that  there 
ic  leaft  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  iiJelity  with  which  it  has  been 
d. 

ery  war,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  lofles  will  be 
by  private  perfons  on  each  fide,  nor  even  in  a  fuccefsful  war 
public  always  hope  to  be  enriched  ;  becaufe  the  advantage 
c,  not  immediately  from  captures,  but  confequently  from  the 
or  conditions  in  which  a  profperous  war  may  be  fuppofed  to 

r  conceSons  we  (hall  in  this  war  extort  from  the  Spaniards, 
inrity  will  be  procured  for  our  merchants,  what  recom pence 
{yielded  for  our  lofles,  or  what  extent  will  be  added  to  our 
ce,  it  canno:  yet  be  expected  that  any  man  (hould  be  able  to 
,  nor  will  his  Majcfty's  counicUors  be  required  to  give  an 
of  Maturity.  It  is  a  fuflicient  vindication  of  their  conduct, 
evident  proof  of  the  wil'dom  with  which  the  war  has  been 
Dd,  chat  wc  have  hitheno  gained  more  than  wc  have  lolt. 

This, 


St8  DEBATBOH  |]t 

I'his,  my  Lords,  nviil  appear  from  a  diligent  and  oiiaaae  o 
fan  of  the  captures  on  each  fide,  and  an  tx^Et  computauog 
▼alue  of  our  lofies  and  our  prizes.  It  wiU  be  fbond  ika 
Spaniards  have  ukcn»  as  it  i>  not  improbable^  a  greater  bie 
Slips,  thofe  which  they  have  loft  have  been  fir  more  wealthj. 

I'be  Qiercbancs  indeed  fccm  to  have  diftniflcd  the  ftrengdi 
evidence  which  they  produced  in  fupport  of  their  ailc^iti 
bringing  it  only  bctbrv  the  other  Houfc,  where^  as  an  OAtb  ob 
be  adinifliflcred,  every  man  delivered  what  he  believed  as  < 
knew,  and  irdulged  himfclt'  witlK>Jt  fcruple  in  venting  his 
ment,  or  derUriiighis  fufpicions,  a  method  of  allegation  veri 
to  fcattcr  reproaches  and  gratify  malevolence,  but  of  vcr^  I 
for  the  diicovcry  of  truth. 

Had  they  come  before  your  I^ordfhips,  every  circumftancc  h 
minutely  examined,  every  aflcrtion  compared  with  other  ei 
all  exaggerations  repreficd,  and  all  foreign  contiderations  r 
each  part  would  have  been  impartially  heard,  and  it  woui 
plainly  been  known  to  whom  ev.-ry  !ou  was  to  be  imputed. 
rKgligcnce  or  trcacitciy  o%'  the  ci)miiandc«>  of'  the  con  vow, 
ever  it  had  been  found,  wuliIu  1'i.:\c  been  puniflicd,  but  xht^ 
not  have  charged  thcni  wit'.i  l1u):'l-  ntiu:a;ii.sgcs  which  were  pi 
only  by  the  ubiiuucy  o;  in-Lticiiiiuii  ^t  ihc  mafters  vf  the 
vciiils. 

Such  cnqui:"t<,  nu  L-  rJs,  t::cy  appear  to  have  thou.h: 
intrrril  to  decline,  aiiii  tiicr<.:orc  oU  siut  proceed  on  their  pcii! 
t\iis  iioufc  ;  si;d  :i  thi-v  c.d  «:.  ri*aiiiv  a%vJid  a  ri^uurouk  cx:>ni. 
wh:t  can  (e  i:::L'rreii«  but  th.ti  thcv  intendcJ  xaner  t<>  orier  .: 

tuii^atiuii  rroof>,  ana  mn'TM  fL*a!:ir  niraniv  than  obtain  'uiii 

•  •  • 

Ami,  that  D'Hiip.^  '.\.:sim!liJ  oin;trrt*  t.uc  cuuiJ  fccutc  i- 
ci.;i  !:.i  rco,  c"i  I'  Uk[-  .jr  i':i_i?.  r-,  iv.  "  rL^loiUlti^  i.*^  «.«/!cwlc 
the  Miimi-KT  anii^rc-:  tu.  :\j::\  »y  '  -.-  :!cLt,  t.)  wtiun  r.oeaip:r« 
WW  Id  c.-\n  rij^p«'l-  .11  m;i.;i  u»ri'?.  if  ii  has  not  been  fuppiic 
r»ii«'*  '.viri^niit  «ik:;ir  I'rij.^,  .kj  i  ,f  ihi-ii'  drlavi  h.ivr  ^utn  <x 
ni:i  -  .in  •»jv»»r|in.,tv  ol  ailiii::^;  t  »  x'rjm  :e;.iii;i.t-,  ot  lti;t  twui 
|*"r'^,  ar.d  Pipp^vfiic:  tnclr  imi:^.7M)x-^  it  mufi  be  r.f«.ribcu  to  I 
tiirr  fii  oi:r  roMtiiution,  t^vtt  totb  i!s  all  c'inipuih':v  niriKods  f 
mentrK*  nrir  t.)Lr'?^,  which  mu!k  be  coiiiidi  rtJ  a\  |'ki-m.'*|M  ih 
IPC  onvvniciKc  to  be  thrown  into  the  balance  au  iiuli  the  b»clS 
^beiiy. 
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\tf  of  ■Miming  Qur  fliips  of  war,  is  indeed  cxticnicljr 

Klen  are  naturally  very  little  inclined  to  fubjcd  dicoBii-. 
|Dfr  mhfntmr  commaod,  or  to  engage  in  any  fcrvice  without  a 
Ibr  their  diTiBiflion*  Men  cannot  willingly  ru&  into 
profpefk  of  a  large  advanuge )  they  have  genecalljr 
for  their  prefent  ftate  of  life»  and  do.  not  quit  it  with«^ 
IttiQauice.  All  thefe  reafons,  my  Lords,  concur  to  withboM 
lora  frcxn  the  navy,  in  which  they  are  necefiarily  governed  with 
c  authority  than  in  trading  vefTcls,  in  which  they  are  fubjededt 
(ulhments,  and  confined  by  ftri£l  regulations,  without  any  cec* 
Bin  of  their  bondage ;  ibr  fuch  they,  who  know  not  the  nece£> 
lE  fiabordination,  nor  difcover  the  advantages,  of  dltcipline,  can« 
9Ut  account  fubjedlion  to  the  will  and  orders  of  another. 
^icrvin^  die  merchants,  they  not  only  fecure  to  tliemfelves  the 
1^  pf  changing  tlieir  mafiters  at  pleature,  but  enjoy  the  profpe^k 
l^aear  and  ceitatn  advantage  ^  they  have  not.  indeed  any  expe£l««^ 
i  of  being  fuddenly  enriched  by  a  plate  (hip^  and  of  gaining  hf 
leiigagemcnt  fuch  wealth  as  will  enable  them  to  fpcnd  the  teBt  of 
k  fives  in  eafe  and  aflkience ;  but  they  are  fure  of  a  fpecdy  pay-. 
|ftaf  their  wages,  perhaps  of  fome  profits^  from  petty  commerce,. 
|of  an  opportunity  of  fquandering  them  at  land  in  jollity  and  dU- 
fons  ;  their  labour  is  cheerful,  bccaufe  they  know  it  will  be  (hort, 
I  diej  readily  enter  into  an  employment  which  they  can  quit  when 
hall  no  longer  pleaie  tbeou 

klieic  confiderations,  my  Lords,  have  no  influence  upon  the  pre- 
of  France  and  Spain,  where  no  man  is  mafter  of  his  own 
,  or  timci  or  life,  and  where  the  officers  of  the  ftate  can  drive 
ridtudes  into  the  firrvice  of  the  crown,  without  regard  to  their  pri- 
ie  views,  inclinations,  or  engagements.  To  man  a  fleet,  nothing 
■eocflary  but  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  trading  veflels,  and  fufpcnd 
CMomcrce  for  a  (hoit  time  ;.  therefore  no  man  dares  refufe  to 
into  the. public  fcrvice  when  he  is  fummoned  ;  nor,  if  he  fliould 
failors,  from  an  impress,  would  any  man  venture  to  fhelter 
I  conceal  him. 

monaicbs.  have  therefore  this  advantage  over  us,  that 

fixmcr  prepared  for  war,  and  to  this  muft  be  afcribed  all 

which  the  Spaniards  have  obtained.     This,  my  Lords^ 

by  the  bill  npw  before  us,  nor  will  it  indeed  pro. 

€UF6 
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cue  any  other  bcnefic  to  the  cnde,  or  anj  :        io0 
the  naiion. 

Of  the  ten  claufes  comprized  in  the  biO,  the 
verfaUy  allowed  to  be  injudtcioufly  and  errooeoufljr 
tbofe  fewy  which  were  thought  of  more  importance,  InvehBOil 
to  contain  no  new  expedients,  nor  to  add  any  thing  to  dtt  p 
regulation  s« 

I  cannot  therefore  difcover  any  reafon,  my  Lords,  that 
ducc  us  to  refer  to  a  commictee  this  bill,  of  which  pan  is 
to  be  reic«^M,  and  the  rcil  is  aiip;urently  fuperfluoits. 

[Then  the  qucftion  being  put.  Whether  the  bill  tkonU  be  ifi 
to  a  committee  ?  It  pafled  in  the  negative.  Content  as*  Not 
tent  59. 

On  the  rri&Qion  of  this  bill  by  the  Lords,  a  bill  wisicfa 
an  afiair  of  no  lefs  importance  than  the  iiccurity  of  trade  and 
tion,  and  which  had  been  unanimoufly  palled  by  the 
was  (atirically  remarked,  that  the  Upper  Houfe  undcrilood  tradi 
navieation  titter  than  the  Lower.  However,  the  circumftanoa 
attended  it,  made  the  publication  of  the  bill,  with  the  amendi 
9nd  the  reafons  offered  by  the  Lords  on  both  hdc^>  expected  wit 
more  impatience.  J 
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Kavtmbcr  161  174a* 

rar.'-c'-,  vt  hcz'it'  mity  accTrJing  t$  thf  R:jal  Summ9n$^  #v  tbii  . 
Hi  .J/j-y/r  ma^U  a  Spire h  frcm  the  Thr:ne^  u^ich  h^lnj  ^/tb 
rtr.dly  t^t  PrtfJtnt^  LrriTwEEDALE  rzU^^nJlftk^  si  fdbk 

&!y  Lords,  It  is  not  without  the  highetl  fatisfaclion,  that  c 
lover  of  mankmd  mull  loc»k  upon  the  alterations  th^t  hive  btdj 
produced  m  the  (iatc  of  Europe  •  nor  can  any  Uricon  fotbear  M 
preb  an  immediate  aiui  particular  pkofure  to  oblcrvc  hit  OM 
v&x^  agau)  into  iis  former  di^iuty,  to  fee  h:s  own  nation  Ikak 

dtpcadi 
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dence,  and  rouzc  from  inadivity,  cover  the  ocean  with  her 
,  and  awe  the  continent  with  her  armies,  bid  once  more  defiance 
r  rapacious  invaders  of  neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  the  daring 
lors  of  univerfal  dominion ;  once  more  exert  her  influence  in 
n  courts,  and  fummon  the  monarchs  of  the  weft  to  anotlier 
leracy  againft  the  power  of  France. 

e  Queen  of  Hungary,  who  was  lately  obliged  to  retire  at  die 
Kh  of  her  enemies,  to  leave  her  capital  in  danger  of  a  fiege, 
eek  (helter  in  the  rcmotcft  corner  of  her  dominions,  who  was 
fo  harraiTed  with  invadons,  and  fo  encircled  with  dangers,  that 
mid  fcarcely  fly  from  one  ravagcr,  without  the  hazard  of  falling 
K  hands  of  another,  is  now  able  to  give  laws  to  her  perfccutors, 
im  the  violence  which  (he  has  fuiFered,  and  inftead  of  imploring 
from  tbofe  who  had  no  regard  but  to  their  own  intereft,  and 
ietermined  to  annihilate  her  family  and  divide  her  dominions, 
ts  in  full  (ecurity  on  her  throne,  dire£b  the  march  of  diftant 
^  and  diSates  the  terms  on  which  thofe  who  have  entered  her 
ions  (hall  be  fuflTcred  to  efcapc. 

1,  my  Lords,  is  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  the  German  empire^  nor 
ic  affairs  of  the  reft  of  Europe  been  lefs  changed  ;  the  power 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been  diminifticd  on  every  fide,  its  aU 
lias  been  rejected,  and  its  influence  difregarded. 
:  King  of  Sardinia  has  openly  engaged  to  hinder  the  Spaniards 
reding  a  new  kingdom  in  Italy ;  and  though  he  has  hitherto 
bmewhat  cmbarrafled  in  his  mcafures,  and  oppreflied  by  the 
^rity  of  his  enemies,  has  at  leaft,  by  preventing  the  conjundion 
Spanifli  armies,  preferved  the  Auftrians  from  being  over- 
led.  Nor  can  the  fituation  of  his  dominions,  and  the  number 
forces,  fuflFer  us  to  doubt,  that  in  a  ftiort  time  he  will  be  able 
y  to  fecure  Italy,  fmce  he  has  already  recovered  his  country, 
tive  back  the  Spaniards  into  the  bofom  of  France. 
;  condition  of  the  other  Spanifli  army  is  fuch,  as  no  enemy  can 
9  be  aggravated  by  new  calamities.  They  are  fbut  up  in  a 
y  withbut  provifions,  or  of  which  the  inhabitants  are  unwilling 
ply  them :  on  one  fide  are  neutral  ftates,  to  which  the  law  of 
s  bars  their  entrance ;  on  another  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  which 
brd  them  only  the  melancholy  profpc(ft  of  hoftilc  armaments^ 
dimes  of  dieir  own  {hips  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britons  ; 
are  the  troops  of  Auftria  ready  to  cnibarrafs  their  march^ 
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intercept  their  canvo}-s  and  receive  thofe  v 
incite  to  change  their  mafler^  and  to  ieek  i  ng 
Azt  cafe  and  fafcty,  of  which  the  tyranny  of  t.^ir  o 
and  the  r.v.  '::i :  of  their  own  leaders,  has  deprived 
their  d..>it  r^y  and  To  great  their  diminution,  that  a  fc 
complete  their  ruin,  tiu-y  muft  be  deftroyed  wltboMC  the 
a  battle,  they  mtift  (ink  under  the  t^tigue  of  hungry 
which  no  enemy  is  overtaken  or  cfcaped,  and  be  at  kflftn  4tm 
by  thefe  difeaies,  which  toil  and  penury  will  inevitably  pnidaoa 
'i^hat  ;iie  diminution  of  tiie  infiuence  of  the  Houle  of  Bod 
not  an  empty  opinion,  which  wc  eafily  receive,  becauie  we  wift 
be  true ;  that  other  nations  likewife  (ee  the  fame  events  with  the 
Icntiments,  and  prognofticate  the  decline  of  that  power 
fb  long  intimidated  the  univerfc,  appears  from  the  dec! 
niade  by  his  Majefty  of  the  conduct  of  the  Swedifli  court* 

That  nation  which  was  lately  governed  by  the  counficU,and  |l 
with  the  bounties  of  France,  which  watched  the  ncMl  of  her  ■ 
patroncfs,  and  made  war  at  her  command  againft  the  Ruffian  a 
now  begins  to  difcover,  that  there  are  other  powers  more  wer 
confidence  and  refpc*c>,  ma:c  rnrciul  ( f  obfcrve  thc.r  en ^i sea 
or  more  ablo  to  fulfil  chcm.  bhc  thrrc;'.ire  rcqucf(^  the  B:.sft 
n.irch  to  extricate  htr  frcwn  in<»ri-i!irTi***rtie<,  in  which  (be  i<(enQ 
by  a  blind  compliance  witii  T.^nr^i  JiLhte*,  turrftorctohr 
dii'mi-mbcrcd  proi'inciv«  :ii.J  r^-cal  that  enemy  which  now  r% 
ovtT  hui  capitil,  :tnil  v.'M'n  liic  rrcnch  have  neither  ir.trrctl  i 
piv.fr,  nor  ttrin.in  t«»  rrfii. 

bmh,  n»v  Lor*!*,  is  \\i^  nrrf.rf  prolpecl  which  offer*  iii^f  t 
who  furvo  Kiirr.pr  \\  ■.\\  a  j».m,?u  \\  %!cw,  and  examirkr*  x:jt  p 
i.itcrrft  an<l  (lirp«'i":  v.^  n:  :'.":L\S^ii.iiir  piftcntate^  ;  lucii  is  V^ 
which  h.is  hccn  prrn.-ufii  irnnn  r^'nei.il  co*:!u:io:i,  and  I'jch  A 
el!.'.l''.Mh'iut-:t  o:  vk\\:..\  ir*wcr,  wh.ch  has  lucceeJed  tbeic  coaci 
ot  t^e  w/'tio. 

It  -5  :  o  ;... .!:  ..  Ii'. .•:...  to  t'l  ^  plc^furc  which  this  change  m«9i 
ev  rv  ma-i,  '..*  .  i  •  ■ -'..  •:  '.vrtdxini  t^d..c«>vcr  lii^  own  raj^piad 
>-n»  V.  !rnrr   i-  .r    h  i'.»*   o\  •.••.rr%  that   it   hss  bcrn  tbe 

I  ^^t  »  i  x^jn  I    !    !  «■  L    r.iAt  ii   is  not  an  un^rc:':e^  i 

|:     /!u.    ^   ^•.   :'.-    .    .   f     '.I.       1  nf  caufcs  fcrtuitr.  illv  c^ncv 
cut  t.S    :il-:'.:  I.    .  :    i  »  '  ik-»?«;n,  welicunccrtrd  and  A 
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of  meafures  laid  to  obtain  it  i  that  our  happinefe  has  beea 
fid  by  prudence,  and  that  our  counfels  have  not  beenludqr 

re  rcflc£fe,  my  Lords,  upon  th&  caufes  which  have  contributed 
refeue  of  Europe  from  impending  ilavery,  which  have  re* 
Died  the  i^ueen  of  Hungary  in  her  dominions,  enabled  her  eo 
afke  the  territories  of  her  invaders,  confirmed  her  friends  in 
Melity,  and  intimidated  thofe  whom  rival  interefts  inclined  to 
her  lally  or  the  hope  of  iharing  in  the  plunder  had  incited  to 
dcfigns  againft  her.  If  we  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  afcribed, 
Amb  is  able  to  form  new  alliances,  and  defend  her  dominions 
cofrfedcrmte  armies,  we  ihall  find  it  eafy  to  trace  all  thefe 
kmons  to  one  caufe,  the  fteady  and  prudent  conduA  of  the  King 
Iritmin. 

»ur  Sovereign^  my  Lords,  has  looked  on  the  troubles  of  Europe 
I  that  concern  vriiich  public  virtue  infpires ;  he  has  feen  the  fuf- 
iga  of  this  iHuftrious  princefs  with  that  compaffion  which  is 
ays  due  to  magnanimity  oppreficd,  and  formed  rcfolutions  for  her 
lance  with  that  ardour,  which  courage  naturally  kindles;  hut 
h  that  caution  likewiie  and  (ecrecy  which  experience  di<^atcs. 
t  he  reoiembered,  my  Lords,  that  though  he  was  the  friend  of  the 
Ipen  of  Hungary,  he  wis  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  father  of  the 
ifle  of  Britain ;  that  he  was  not  to  exhauft  the  forces  of  this  na- 
Irin  romantic  expeditions,  or  exhauft  -its  treafures  in  giving  a£- 
ance  which  was  not  needed. 

He  therefore  waited  to  obferve  the  event  of  the  war,  and  to  dif- 
ler  whether  the  inceflant  ftruggles  of  ibc  Aaftrians  would  be  able 
throw  off  the  load  widi  which  they  were  oppreficd  ;  but  he  found 
ft  dieir  fjpirit,  however  ardent,  could  not  fupply  the  want  of  ilrength ; 
Ibund  that  they  were  fainting  under  infuperable  labours,  and  that 
Mgh  they  were  in  no  danger  of  being  conquered  by  the  valour  of 
eir  enemies,  they  muft  in  a  (hoct  time  be  wearied  with  their 
■ibers* 

Ks  Majcfty  ikm  knew,  my  Lords,  thai  by  fending  them  fpceiy 
Mbncc,  he  at  once  promoted  the  ijitereft  of  his  people,  and  gra- 
W  his  own  inclinarions ;  he  therefore  fupplicd  the  Queen  with 
A4iniis  as  enabled  her  to  levy  new  forces,  and  drive  her  enemies 
iaehcr.  By  procuring  a  reconciliation  ivith  the  iCing  of  Pru6&a^ 
KUi  htf  liagi  the a^tknA  ani  moft  Ibrmidablc  dan^^eT^  ^xA  ^t^ 

a 
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her  an  opportunity  to  fccurc  hcrfclf  againft  the  mrnaort 
powers. 

But  though  (he  was  fc^  free  from  domcftic  dangers  ^hoii 
£on  was  driven  from  her  capital,  though  capcitityiio  lofigci 
her  flight,  nor  ufurpation  hovered  over  her  throne,  her  ma 
dominions  were  flill  a  prey  to  her  enemies.  The  Spaaiard 
ready  landed  one  army  in  Italy,  with  which  another  vss  I 
to  join.  The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprise,  which  would  hn 
the  greateft  part  of  Italy,  could  only  be  hindered  by  the 
Sardinia,  who  was  therefore  folicited  by  the  Spaniards  ud 
to  favour  their  defign,  with  the  ftrongeft  protcftationf,  and 
magnificent  promifes.  But  thefe  were  overbalanced  by  the  i 
of  the  King  of  Britain,  whofe  name  was  of  fuficiem  in 
to  make  the  weaker  part  moft  eligible,  and  to  countcrbaL 
force  of  immediate  intereft. 

Thus  was  the  paflage  into  Italy  barred  againft  the  Spani 
obftades  which  they  can  never  furmount,  while  die  other 
bcGeged  by  our  fleet,  and  by  the  Auftrians  ;  and  reduced,  ij 
conquering  kingdoms,  to  change  their  camp,  and  regub 
marches,  with  no  other  view  than  to  avoid  famine.  \V] 
prince,  whofe  dominions  might  moft  commodioufly  afford  th> 
cour,  and  whom  all  the  ties  of  nature  and  of  interetl  oblige 
them,  is  awed  by  the  Bricifli  (hips  of  war,  which  lie  at  anchu 
his  metropolis,  and  of  which  the  commanJerk,  upon  the  lc« 
clon  of  hoililitics  againft  the  Q^iecn  of  Hungary,  threaten  ; 
his  paljces,  anddcftroy  his  clt>. 

In  this  manner,  my  Lords,  has  the   King  of  Britain  a£ 
Houie  of  Auftria  with  his  trcal'urcs,  hi^  influence,  and  hi$  tuv 
(iocs  he  fubdue  feme  enemic'^,  and  reft  rain  others  ^  thus  does 
the  balance  of  the  war«,  ;i:iJ  tlius  does  he  aJJ  the  wcig  :t  c 
to  the  fcale  of  juftice. 

But  to  fccure  the  fucccfs  that  has  been  already  obtained, 
Uilc  from  the  enemies  of  Iibcriy  a!l  hopes  of  recovering  ihe 
*tavcs  which  tt^ey  have  loft,  ^x  has  now  no  longer  conhrxd 
riii.i:ice  to  nc^otiatiuns  and  pecuniary  fuppiics.  He  kno 
alliances  are  always  bcft  obferved,  when  they  confer  feci 
produce  manifeft  advantage;  and  that  money  w  11  not  be 
eq^iivalent  to  armies.  He  has,  therefore,  now  aclrd  opeo-*i 
iirijcc  01  tis  allv,  has  filVed  FUnkt%  ongt  tom^  with  Bcitifll 
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bnied  ^e  frontier  towns  with  the  forces  of  that  nation  by 
y  iNrere  gained.  Tlie  veteran  now  fees  once  more  the 
r  mrbich  he  formerly  purfued  the  fquadrons  of  France,  points 
iHicre  be  feized  the  ftandards,  or  broke  the  lines,  where  he 
the  opprefibrs  of  mankind,  with  that  fpirit  which  is  cn-^ 
r  lilxrty  and  juftice.  His  heart  now  beats  once  more  at 
if  Aok  walls  which  he  formerly  ftormed,  and  he  fhews  the 
rhich  he  received  in  the  mine,  or  on  the  breach.  The 
E>^iv  difcover,  that  they  are  not  yet  Lords  of  the  continent  ; 
Britain  has  other  armies  ready  to  force  once  more  the  pailes 
embouTg,  or  break  down  the  intrenchments  of  Blenheim  ; 
Erom  them  the  fcepter  of  iiniverfal  monarchy,  and  confine 
in  to  their  own  dominions. 

e  Britifh  regiments  his  Majcfty  has  joined  a  large  body  of 
s  of  his  own  eletf^orate,  without  regard  to  the  danger  which 
raten  his  dominions  in  the  abfence  of  his  troops,  having  no 
rw  than  to  fecure  the  public  tranquillity  at  whatever  hazard 
ITO,  and  being  convinced  that  private  intereft  is  moft  effec* 
cured  by  a  fteady  attention  to  general  good. 
:  ineafures,  my  Lords,  undoubtedly  demand  our  gratitude 
laule.  Gratitude  is  always  due  to  favourable  intentions,  and 
endeavours,  e\'en  when  thofe  intentions  are  fruftrated,  and 
ideavours  defeated ;  and  applaufe  is  often  paid  to  fuccefs, 
has  been  merely  the  cffeSt  of  chance,  and  been  produced  by 
s  111  adapted  to  the  end  which  was  intended  by  them.  But 
irhen  juft  defigns  have  been  happily  executed,  when  wife  mea- 
e  blefied  with  fuccefs,  neither  envy  nor  hatred  will  dare  to 
heir  acclamations ;  furely  thofe  will  at  lead  congratulate^ 
lie  corruption  of  their  hearts  hinders  from  rejoicing,  and  thofe 
inoc  love,  will  at  lead  commend. 

,  my  Lords,  I  fufpc£l  no  inclination  to  depreciate  the  happU 
at  we  enjoy,  or  to  calumniate  that  virtue  by  which  it  has 
tained ;  and  therefore  doubt  not  but  your  Lordfhips  will  rea- 
cur  in  the  reafonable  motion  which  I  have  now  to  offer : 
lat  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
• 
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*^  To  ceclarc  our  juU  fenfc  oi  his  Maje(tj*s  grm 
lance  for  the  fup|H>rt  oi  ihc  Houl'e  of  Auilria^  and  for 
kcuriiig  the  balance  of  power. 

^  1  o  acknowledge  his  MajcAy*s  great  wifilom  and 
the  public  welfare,  in  fending  fo  confidcrablc  a  body  of  h» 
into  the  l^ow  Countiie^,  and  in  ftrengthening  them  with  kiadi 
troops,  and  the  Hcilians  in  the  Britifli  pay;  and  chcrcbjfaran| 
an  army  as  may  defend  and  enco^nge  thofe  powen  «ko  n 
iotentioned,  ami  give  a  real  affitlancc  to  the  Queen  of  Hmipt 
to  afl'ure  his  Nf  ajefty  of  the  concurrence  and  fiippoct  of  iki 
in  this  necelfary  meafure. 

**  I'o  cxprefs  our  faiiNfaclion  in  the  good  eSci5l«  wbich  fke  ^ 
exerted  by  Cvreat-Uritain  in  aHiiling  its  ancient  allies,  and  nai 
ing  the  liberties  of  Eumpe,  hath  already  had  on  the  a&in 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  on  the  conduA  of  feveral  powers  ,  a 
hopes  that  a  Aeady  pcrfcverarice  in  the  fame  meafures,  m-ill 
the  like  fpiric  and  refolution  into  other  powers,  equally  cogi| 
treaties  and  co-nmon  imtcrcll  toukc  the  like  part. 

To  give  his  M jjetly  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that  this  Hoi 
the  honour  ar^  iofety  ol'  h:s  Majefty,  the  true  intereft  and  pro 
of  his  kingdom;,  tiic  iccurity  and  advancement  of  their  cemi 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Wkr  againlt  Spain,  and  the  re-cftabhihineiiK 
balance  and  tranquillity  nf  Kurope  entirely  at  heart*  ThM 
Ihjil  be  the  great  And  coultant  objects  of  our  proceedings  an 
lutions  this  Houfe  being;  determined  to  fupport  his  Majet^ 
juft  aiul  rRCcilary  mt  .-:liire!»  fi  r  attaining  thc»fe  great  and  dc 
ends,  ai;d  to  (tand  bv  :::.!  Jrftrd  his  Majefty  againft  all  htscna 

Lord  Musri-ori  l]v>k:  next  to  the  following  effrd: 
Lords,  the  mctioii  t  .'Und  by  the  noUe  Lord,  is  in  ray  opia 
pr(>iH.T  ::nd  ],::\  lo  inicu^lc  to  (he  dignity  of  this  Afiembly,  i 
cxpreiTnc  ( f  (i.c  t^r;iiiiLu!c  ivl;ii:h  the  vigilance  of  his  MaicAy  I 
liuhhc  jc  id,  (ki2.it  to  k.nillc  in  every  heart  not  chilled  by  ui 
ioii>  i.iuu\-ncc,  ur  h;.rdc:icd  ^y  inveterate  difai&'ction,  that  1  i 
(i'.iVo;  .-r  any  re^t'un  lor  which  it  can  be  oppofcd,  and  thercron 
th  -t  c.cry  L^tJ  wii:  concur  n\  it  with  no  lc&»  alaciity  and  oca 
1  now  rite  up  to  Ijcond  tt. 

It  n:.iy  iiuiccd  i...uii.iily  le  hoj^cJ  from  this  Houfe,  that  hi 
JlU/*  n'.-Ji'.i:cs  \\.[\  be  i\-^\\,\y  .;yro\cd,  f:nce  they  are  uich  a 
m^iLC  ALil  l^:ion  w.'il  :'.v.V  Auk,  \s)  \.uduic  ot  ovr^'^t  ^**^ 
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J  not  venture  to  defame,  and  fucb  as  thoie  who  will  not 
n  can  never  mention.  If  it  be  allowed,  that  the  intereft 
?  is  oppofite  to  that  of  Britain,  that  the  equipoife  of  power 
>ntincnt  is  to  be  prefer ved ;  if  any  of  the  counfcls  of  our 
defcrVe  our  attention,  if  our  viftories  at  Crefly  or  at  Ramil- 
xftly  celebrated  by  our  hifiorians,  the  wifdom  of  our  Sovc- 
ynduA  cannot  be  denied. 

rench,  my  Lords,  whom  our  armies  in  the  reign  of  Anne 
ig  before  them,  who,  from  dividing  kingdoms,  and  pre- 
laws to  mankind,  were  reduced  to  the  defence  of  their  own 

who  were  driven  from  intrenchmenJC  to  intrcnchment,  and 
e  fortification  to  another,  now  grown  infolent  with  the  plea- 
peace,  and  the  affluence  of  commerce,  have  forgotten  the 
Y  which  their  fchemes  were  baffled,  and  their  arrogance  re- 

by  which  their  fabric  of  univerfal  monarchy  was  fhattered, 
nfelves  almoft  buried  in  the  ruins. 

latcd  with  the  contemplation  of  their  own  force,  elated  with 
iber  of  their  troops,  the  magnificence  of  their  cities,  and  the 
e  of  their  treafury^  they  have  once  more  imagined  thcmfelves 

to  refiftance,  and  again  afpire  to  the  command  of  the 
! ;  they  have  now  for  fome  time  aflumed  the  haughty  ftilc  of 
iflators  of  mankind ;  and  have  expeded,  that  princes  fhould 
to  them  as  to  the  highcft  human  tribunal,  and  that  nations 
fubmit  their  claims  to  their  arbitration ;  they  have  already 
I  the  diftribution  of  dominions,  and  cxpc&  that  neither  peace 

*  concluded,  nor  war  proclaimed,  but  by  their  permifHon  or 

his  gradation  of  exorbitant  claims  and  oppreffive  meafures 
ey  ac  length  arrived,  my  Lords,  at  the  fummit  of  infolence  $ 
}  fteps  have  they  afccndcd  once  more  the  towering  throne  of 
il  monarchy ;  nor  was  any  thing  wanting  to  complete  their 
at  that  their  ancient  rival,  the  (jerman  empire,  (hould  be 
I  to  acknowledge  their  fovereignty,  and  that  the  fupremc  dig- 
Europe  fhould  be  the  gift  of  the  French  bounty. 
death  of  the  late  Emperor  without  fons,  furnifhed  them  with 
ortunity  of  executing  their  dcfign,  too  favourable  to  be  ne- 

•  They  now  imagined  it  in  their  power  not  only  to  difpofe 
Emperial  dignity,  but  to  divide  the  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
ikta  maugr pett/ favcreignties^  incapable  {vu&\^  gi  ovp^^^^t 

Q.  2  i^^m% 


taS  DEBATS      ON  {wO 

them,  and  unlikely  to  unite  in  any  commoii  ciiife»  or  to  pn 
confederacy  unbroken,  if  they  (hould  by  accident  agree  to  fiar 

They  therefore  fent  their  armies  into  Gcrmanyt  to  fnpi 
the  approaching  ele^ion,  and  by  hovering  over  tho  tcnriti 
princes  unable  to  refill  them,  extorted  voices  in  favour  of  till 
a  prince,  whofc  dominions  muft  by  their  fituation  always  obi 
to  compliance  with  the  demands,  and  to  concurrence  in  the  i 
of  his  protedors,  and  who  will  rather  aA  as  the  fubftitute  of 
than  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

But  it  was  to  no  purpofe  that  they  bad  graced  their  dependi 
titular  honours  and  enfigns  of  fovereignty  if  the  Houie  oi 
ftill  retained  its  hereditary  dominions,  and  preferveJ  its  1^ 
when  it  had  loft  its  dignity.  They  well  knew,  that  armi 
equally  formidable,  whether  commanded  by  an  Emperor,  oi 
ferior  Sovereign;  and  that  a  mere  alteration  of  nanK-^,  th 
might  afford  a  flight  and  tranfient  gratification  to  vanity,  wo 
duce  no  real  increafe  or  diminution  of  power. 

They  therefore  thought  it  neceilary  to  improve  the  prefcnt 
confufion,  and  excite  all  the  princes  of  the  empire  to  tc\  ; 
ancient  claims  upon  the  Auftrian  territories;   claims,  whi 
long  foever  they  had  been  forgotten,  howfoever  abrogated 
prcfcription,  or  annulled  by  fubfcquent  treaties,  were  now 
become  valid,  and  to  be  decided  by  the  arbitration  of  France. 

But  this  projcd  being  defeated  by  the  heroic  conflancy  of  th 
of  Hungary,  whofc  wifdom  and  refolution,  which  will  equal  h 
In  future  hiftorics  with  thofc  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  conquer 
jciEled  their  mediation,  and  refufed  to  own  her  right  doul 
fubmitting  it  to  be  tried ;  they  were  obliged  no  longer  to  i 
their  defigns  or  make  further  pretences  to  refpect  or  ten 
Her  (all  was  neccfiary  to  their  own  exaltation ;  they  therefore 
a  general  conflagration  of  war,  they  excited  all  the  priiwcs 
arms  againfl  her,  and  found  it  indeed  no  difficult  utx  to 
them  to  attack  a  princcfs,  whom  they  thought  unublc  to  1 
:rmv,  whom  they  believed  they  (houlJ  rather  pu.'iuc  tlun  rng: 
whofe  do;ninions  might  be  overrun  Without  blooJOa-d,  anJvbh 
ftiould  conquer  only  by  marching  againft. 

Such  a  combination  as  thi<,  a  combination  of  monarchs,  c 
each  appeared  able  singly  to  have  carried  on  a  wjir  agjinft  I 
thin{  but  the  hi^heft  device  of  magiunimity  «;uuid  tuvc  U 
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;n  of  rcfifting  ;  nor  could  that  refiftancc  have  procured  the  leaft 
Liitaiges,  or  retarded  for  a  Tingle  day  the  calamities  that  were 
stened,  had  it  not  been  regulated  by  every  martial  virtue,  had 
policy  united  with  courage,  and  caution  with  a£livity. 
Hhus  did  the  intrepidity  of  this  princefs,  my  Lords,  fupport  her 
laR  the  ftorms  that  (hoolc  her  kingdom  on  every  ftde ;  thus  did 
fe,  iKrhom  her  virtues  gained  over  to  her  fervice,  and  whom  her 
knple  animated  with  contempt  of  fuperlor  numbers,  defend  her 
inft  the  forces  of  all  the  furroundiiig  nations,  led  on  by  Monarchs, 
I  dated  widi  the  profpeci  of  an  eafy  conquefh 
bat  the  utmoft  that  could  be  hoped  from  the  moil  refined  ftrata- 
ps,  or  the  moft  exalted  courage,  was  only  that  her  fate  might  be 
\  that  (he  would  not  fall  wholly  unrcvenged,  that  her  ene- 
lirould  fuffer  with  her,  and  that  vi<5iory  would  not  be  gained 
X  a  battle.  It  v^s  evident,  that  bravery  muft  in  time  give 
CO  IVrength,  that  vigour  mud  be  wearied,  and  policy  exhaufted, 
by  a  conftant  fucceflion  of  new  forces,  the  moft  rcfolute  troops 
be  overwhelmed ;  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  could  only 
by  the  war,  the  fatal  honour  of  being  glorioufly  extinguiflied. 
(is  his  Majefty's  wtfdom  eafily  enabled  him  to  difcover,  and  his 
"s  incited  him  to  prevent;  he  called  upon  all  the  powers,  who 
promifed  to  preferve  the  Pragmatic  Sanftion,  to  have  regard  to 
£uth  of  nations,  and  by  fulfilling  their  engagements,  to  preferve 
rtics  of  Europe ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  his  remonArances  only 
led  a  new  inftance  of  the  weaknefs  of  jufticc,  when  oppofed  to 
or  fear.  All  the  potentates  of  the  continent  were  reftrained 
threats,  or  gained  by  the  promifes  of  P'rance  ;  and  the  difpofa^ 
pofleffions  of  the  Auftrian  Houfe,  feemcd  by  the  general  con- 
of  Europe,  to  be  refigned  to  the  family  of  Bourbon, 
tut  our  Sovereign  was  not  yet  difcouraged  from  aderting  the 
which  he  had  promi(%d  to  maintain,  nor  did  he  think  the 
or  treachery  of  others  a  fufiicient  reafon  for  refufuig  that 
ice,  which  juftice  and  policy  equally  required.  He  knew  the 
of  his  own  empire,  and  though  he  did  not  omit  to  cultivate 
IS,  he  was  confcious  of  his  ability  to  proceed  without  them  ; 
bid  dierefore  fliewed,  by  fending  his  troops  into  the  Auftrian  terri- 
Iries,  that  the  meafures  of  the  Sovereign  of  Britain  were  not  to  be 
lepdated  by  either  his  enemies,  or  his  confederates ;  that  this  nation 
s  jet  able  to  fupport  its  own  claims^  and  prote<5t  thofe  of  its  allies ; 
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and  that  while  we  attack  one  of  the  kiugdcois  of  the  Hi 
Bourbon,  we  are  not  afraid  to  fet  the  other  at  defiance. 

The  effirfift  of  this  conduct,  my  Lords,  we:c  iounediascl 
rent ;  the  King  of  Sardmia  engaged  to  oppole  the  entrioci 
Spaniards  into  Italy  ^  the  King  of  Pruffia  not  only  oude  : 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  he  was  more  to  be 
than  any  other  enemy,  but  entered  into  an  alliance  with  his  1 
who  has  made  no  fmall  addition  to  his  influence,  by  anochi 
with  the  mod  powerful  nations  of  the  North. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  are  the  dreadiul  arms  of  France,  wfa 
never  empIo)xd  but  in  the  dcteftable  and  horrid  plan  of  a 
flavery,  and  fupporting  opprefiion,  (lopped  in  the  full  career 
cefs.  Thus  is  the  fcheme  of  univerl'al  monarchy  once  more 
and  the  world  taught,  that  the  prcforvation  of  the  richu  < 
kind,  the  ftcurity  of  religion,  and  the  cftabliihincnt  of  pc 
not  impraclicable,  that  the  power  of  Britain  u  )ct  uuiiminili 
that  her  fpirit  is  not  yet  deprcift'd. 

By  his  Majedy's  conduct,  my  Lords,  the  reputation  of  ou 
try  is  now  raifed  to  its  utmoll  licight ;  we  are  now  cooudcrc 
arlMtcr<  of  empire,  the  protectors  of  right,  the  patrons  of 
and  the  fuitaioers  of  the  balance  of  the  world.  I  cannot  t 
b'!t  conclude,  that  no  man  in  this  illuilrious  AiTcmbly  wiu 
wuiir.j;  to  acknowledge  that  wiidom  and  firmnef>,  uh;i:h  i 
this  n^'iion,  but  the  greated  part  cf  the  uniierfc,  wiil  re 
^ith  ^raiiiude  in  the  remotcil  ages,  and  that  the  motiun, 
now  iiTond,  will  be  u::i\eri'aiiy  approved. 

'i'hc  Speaker  then  rca«l  the  motion,  and  aflced  in  the  ufu 
wiictht:r  It  was  their  Lordfhip'spieafure  that  the  qucAion  fliouk 
u^.on  which  LoidCH£5TLAiiELo  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  liic  k 
puri)irc:: — My  Lord>,  though  the  motion  has  been,  by  xt 
Lord  w.u)  made  it,  introduced  with  all  the  art  of  rhetoric,  4 
lorccd  by  him  that  Seconded  it,  with  the  urmoft  aidoui  d  xi 
t.v  ;.  .:  •. !l  r.ipt.;rt5  of  fatisfafiioa  and  gratitude;  though  ail 
r:'  -.'.luiv-  r.^- :-  b'.rn  rrcommendcd  t<^  our  appUufe^  as  proo^ 
l!;.wi<.il  i.iir'r-,  and  the  mc:l  fa^icious  policy;  and  tfaoua 
w .;.  I.:  Uii'.ii  i:i;c:;d*i!g  to  cHarge  them  with  ucakoefr  or  i 
c.r  i:i.*n  {\'c:,.nding  to  h.;ve  difcovercd  in  them  a  leccct 
ii'^'v.'.ncc  ar.\  ir.tcrcft  in  o;'pcriiion  to  th^t  of  BrlLun,  1 
dbJc  lo  prevail  upou  m)icU  \;>  ;u2?;d\  U^ufc  {cL\L^lca  wh«cl 
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cdncviring  widi  them,  and  from  approTUig  the  Addrc& 
propofed. 
inclined,  my  Lords,  to  favour  the  prelent  motion,  be- 
m9€  long  been  dedrous  of  feeing  the  ancient  method  of 
uidreflts  revived  by  this  Houfe  ;  a  method  of  Addrefs  bf 
r  princes  were  reverenced  without  flattery,  and  which  kft 
tjr  to  honour  the  Crown,  without  defcending  to  idolize  the 

'  not,  my  Lords,  what  advantages  have  been  procured  by 
repetition  of  the  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  however  gra* 
excellent.  For  ourfclves,  we  have  certainly  obtained  no 
idcnce  from  the  Crown,  nor  any  higher  degcee  of  honour 
le  people.  The  incenfe,  which  from  our  cenfers  has  &> 
lined  the  palace,  has  inclined  the  nation  to  fufped,  that  vra 
toough  inured  to  idolatry,  to  ofller  up  their  properties  for  a 
whenever  they  ihall  be  required ;  and  I  cauinot  diflemble 
rions,  that  a  long  continuance  of  this  cuftom  may  give 
licious  or  oppreffive  prince  in  fome  diftant  age,  when  per- 
beocficent  and  illuftrious  £unily  may  be  extind,  the  con* 
» demand  it. 

X  but  be  of  opinion,  and  hope  your  Lordihips  will  be  con^ 
poo  very  fhort  reflection,  that  there  is  a  ftile  of  fervility, 
becomes  not  this  Houfe  to  ufe  even  to  our  Monarchs:  wt 
Bonber,  indeed,  that  reverence  which  is  adways  due  from 
but  to  preferve  likewife  that  dignity  which  is  infeparable 
gendcncc  and  Iqgiflative  authority. 

le  ought  not  to  defcend  to  the  meaneft  of  flattery,  that  we 
pfdEerve  the  privilege  of  fpeakiog,  without  exaggerated 
€  9BSoSted  acknowledgments,  our  regard  not  only  to  our- 
It  to  our  Sovereign  ought  to  remind  us.  For  nothing  is 
kaC»  my  Lords,  than  that  no  Monarch  can  be  happy  vrhile 
t  are  miferaUe ;  that  the  Throne  can  be  (ecure  only  by 
uded  by  the  affe&ions  of  the  people ;  and  the  prince  can 
k  iDd  pveferve  their  affedions,  by  promoting  their  intereft, 
their  privilege* 
■f  Lords,  ihall  that  Monarch  diftinguiih  die  intereft 
whom  n  (hall  dare  to  approach  with  information  { 
|t|Mr  privil  .  be  fupported,  if  when  they  are  infringed* 
gB  casydaitf    And  who  fluU  dare  to  U7  ixv^  ^>]ic>\\c  %iifts- 
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aiice^,  or  private  wrongs  before  the  King  of  Britiiii,  if  Ae 
AflcmMy  of  the  nation  (hall  never  addreis  him  but  ia  li 
flattery  ? 

The  neceffity  of  putting  an  end  to  this  corrupt  cuftom,  \ 
every  day  more  and  more  urgent  i  the  affairs  of  Europe  ate 
ing  to  a  criils,  in  which  all  our  prudence,  and  all  our  inAoei 
be  required ;  and  we  ought  therefore  to  tike  care  not  to  per; 
rcfolutiuns  by  voluntary  ignorance,  or  deftroy  our  credit  by  i 
approbation  of  oieafures,  which  we  are  well  known  not 
derftanJ. 

I  fuppofe,  none  of  your  Lordfliips,  who  are  not  engagei 
adnuniilration  of  affairs,  wiil  think  it  derogatory  from  the  rq 
of  your  abilities  and  experience,  to  confcfs,  that  vou  do  not  yt 
the  circumft^nccs  or  confequcnces  of  the  mcaiures  which 
dcfircJ  to  applaud ;  mcafures  which  have  been  coo  lately  t 
d.lcovcr  their  own  tendency,  and  with  relation  Co  which  nc 
have  been  laid  before  us.  We  are  told  of  armies  joined,  a 
t.cs  concluded,  and  therefore  called  upon  to  praifc  the  wifdocr 
nei;otiations,  and  the  ufefulncfs  and  vigour  of  our  military  ] 
tions  ;  though  we  are  neither  acquainted  on  what  terms  our  : 
arc  furmed,  :ioron  what  conditions  our  auxiliaries  afllft  u«. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  fjrely  fuch  treatment  as  no  liberal  ni 
very  paticntiv  fupport ;  it  is  little  Icfs  than  to  require  that  wc 
follow  our  guides  with  our  eyes  (hut ;  that  we  ihould  p'ace 
confidence  in  the  wil'dofn  ctf  our  miniflcrs,  and  having  hrtl 
them  to  blind  ourfcIvc>,  afTiil  them  afterx^'ards  to  blind  the  pci 

The  lons^cr  I  dwell  upon  the  confideration  of  this  moc 
rnore  arguments  arill-  to  {xrfuaJc  me,  that  we  ought  noc  i 
a-  ree  to  it  My  Lord^,  the  Addrcf*  propolcJ,  IiIlC  the  Ipee 
is  o;*  3  very  cj:r;!:catcd  arl  intr:c;^.:e  kii:d,  2:id  compr 
fi  w  v/ords  maiiv  tra!n'..:ti<*.ns  of'  ';rcat  iin?Xiita!»cc,  cioudrd 
villi  an  ...It.;'  b;c\;U,  tl  a:  i).c  mind  m  iv  Ic  hindcrea  bv  iK 
t'l.l'j  (if  ii:..:  -  ,  f*)!!!  a  (i.lt::..t  ,:\A  d^.iilijTJte  conHdcr^tiao 
i:r*.:j:^.  Here  nf  ;vi 's  fi:  ir-'«  i  i!:'jn  confounded  v%rth  0{ 
!■:  wa:^  or;.*  t:c-  »ty  tui.v.^^'J  \v.::i  .'.iiothcr,  Ji.d  the  unioi 
H  .;v»-.cr:i:;s  \,!:li  oijf  ;  '.jpi,  mci.ff'id  ;.":inft  inthe  fame 
WiTli  il'c  S:.a:iilh  wjr.  Tlv;  tr  .-id  ti"  •:  r»:'4».;:r>n«,  fo  diff 
ll.c  :  :'iV-:C|  fj  Vi::j-;b  ;n  liiziz  cor.Lijuracc>,  who  can  vc 
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in  the  grofi  ?    or  who  can  diftinguiih  without  long  exa- 

I 

^  my  Lords,  that  I  (hall  not  be  charged  with  want  of  can- 

fuppoling  the  motion  not  to  be  an  extemporaneous  compo- 

t  to  be   drawn  up  with  art  and  deliberation.     It  is  well  . 

Iiat  the  Addrefs  is  often  concerted  at  the  fame  time  that 

is  tompofed ;  and  that  it  is  not  uncommon  to  take  advan- 
iie  fuperiority  which  long  acquaintance  with  the  queftion 
e  who  defen^  the  motion,  above  thofe  who  oppofe  it. 
e  indeed  told,  that  the  vifible  efFe£b  of  his  Majefty's  mea- 
vc  their  expediency,  and  that  we  may  fafely  applaud  that 
>f  which  we  receive  the  benefits.  But,  my  Lords,  the  ad- 
muft  be  feen  or  felt  before  they  can  be  properly  acknow- 
ind  it  has  not  been  (hewn,  that  we  have  yet  either  intimi- 
enemies  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  whofe  intereft  we  have 
ly  taught  to  believe  infeparable  from  our  own,  or  encourage* 
:w  allies  to  declare  in  her  favour. 

^utch,  my  Lords,  are  not  yet  royfed  from  their  (lumber  of 
' ;  and  how  loudly  foever  we  may  adert  our  zeal,  or  with 
pomp  we  may  difplay  our  ftrength,  they  (till  fcem  to  doubt 
'  integrity  or  force  ;  and  are  afraid  of  engaging  in  the  quar- 
hey  (bould  be  either  conquered  or  betrayed.     Nor  has  the 

of  our  army,  however  they  may  be  delighted  with  the 
|>ire4  them  with  more  courage,  though  they  are  enforced 
K>ps  of  Hanover, 
ddition  of  thefe  forces  to  the  Briti(b  army,  has  been  n^n- 

an  inflance  of  uncommon  attention  to  the  great  caufe  of 
liberty,  as  a  proof  that  no  regard  has  been  paid  to  private 
amd  that  all  confiderations  are  facrificed  to  public  good. 

no  fervice  can  be  fo  great  but  it  may  be  overpaid,  it  is 
that  we  may  judge  of  the  benefit,  to  inform  us  on  what 
has  been  obtained,  and  bow  well  the  a£t  of  fucceffion  has 
rve4  on  this  occafion. 

h  I  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  maxims 
:vaul  in  the  prefent  age,  and  have  had  too  much  experience 
^yes,  by  which  the  decifions  of  the  Senate  are  influenced, 
my  motioi)  of  my  own,  yet  thefe  reafons  will  withhold  me 
Citning  with  this.  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
w^  to  be  ppdponcd  to  another  day,  ui  YiYi\c:\i  i^^  W^wV^ 
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nay  be  ful!cr,  our  deliberations  be  afifted  bj  wiHomanla 
rienceof  more  than  thirty  Lords,  who  are  nc  abicnt,  andte 
jcSts  of  enquiry,  of  wiiich  many  are  new  and  t  nexp^deJ,  w 
more  accurately  confidcred ;  nor  can  I  prcYail  upon  myieil  tan 
to  general  declarations  any  other  than  general  anfwcrs. 

Lord  Carteret  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows :—»Mf  L 
As  there  hss  arifcn  no  new  queftion*  as  his  Majelly  in  afilb^ 
Queen  of  Hungary,  has  only  followed  the  advice  of  the  ScM 
am  far  from  being  able  to  dacover,  why  any  lung  ddibcntion  I 
be  ncctfiary  to  a  concurrence  with  the  motion  now  befofC  m 
whence  any  doubt  can  arife  with  regard  to  die  eficds  of  his  iUf 
meafurcs  ^  ciFecls  which  no  man  will  deny,  who  will  believe  i 
bis  own  e}'es,  or  the  teftimony  of  others  ;  effecls  which  every 
who  furveys  the  i\iic  of  Europe  muft  perceive*  and  which  o«r  fc 
amd  our  enemies  will  equally  confeft; 

To  thefe  meafures,  which  we  are  now  to  confider,  it  oi 
afcribed,  that  the  French  are  no  longer  lords  of  Germany  i  Am 
no  longer  hold  the  princes  of  die  empire  in  fubjeiiiion,  lay  prov 
wade  at  pleafure,  and  fell  dieir  friendfliip  on  iheir  own  tcri, 
thcfc  meafurcs  have  the  Dutch  been  delivered  from  their  ievr«r«i 
encouraged  to  deliberate  freely  upon  the  ftate  of  Europe,  wai 
pare  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanson.  Bnft  the  coa 
caufc  has  been  mod  evidently  advanced  by  paioing  the  King  of  ft 
by  whofe  defection  the  balance  of  the  war  was  turned*  and  at 
tliiriy  tliouCand  men  taken  away  from  the  fcalc  of  France. 

l*his,  my  Lords,  was  a  change  only  to  be  effcAed  by  a  pi 
expechition  of  opportunities,  and  a  politic  improvement  ol  cafiu 
vantages,  and  hy  contriving  methods  of  reconciling  die  inlen 
Pruflia  with  the  friend(hip  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  far  pci 
like  other  men,  arc  inclined  to  prefer  their  own  intereft  to  ail  « 
nioti\cs,  and  to  follow  that  fcheme  which  flull  promife  moft  gai 

1  h jt  ail  tiii^,  my  Ixirds  has  been  efle^ted,  cannot  be  denied ; 
c.'i  u  Ih'  1j:u  to  h.i\c  been  effeclcd  bv  anv  other  caufes  iha 
crndiu^  fif  Hr:rjiii :  had  this  nation  looked  either  witi 
fjMir,  or  nrjriigcuc  inachvity,  on  the  rihng  power  of  Fr 
t.'itut  Ics  of  the  continent ;  had  the  diftribution  of  empire  haeo  k 
ch/r^cr,  our  thoughts  confined  wholly  to  comi  rce,  and  oar 
fi*rv-t«  not  extended  beyond  our  own  illapd,  liberties  of  E« 
l^J  been  kt  an  tudf  the  Vtcndh  baA  tAaUU^       Thaatclvcawri 
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nflcffion  of  univerfal  monarchy,  would  henceforth  have  fet 
id  at  defiance,  and  wantoned  without  fear  in  oppreilion  and 
ce. 

fe.  my  Lords,  are  confcquences  of  the  meafures  purfued  by 
jcify,  of  which  neither  the  reality  nor  the  importance  can  be 
ned,  and  therefore  they  may  doubtlefs  be  approved  without 
on.  For  furely,  my  Lords,  the  addition  of  the  Hanoverian 
CD  the  forces  of  our  own  nation  can  raife  no  fcruples,  nor  be 
nted  as  any  violation  of  the  Act  of  Settlement. 
the  meaning  of  that  memorable  a£t,  I  believe,  I  do  not  need 
bnnation*  I  know  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation  fiiall  not 
aged  in  war  in  the  quarrel  of  Hanover ;  but  I  fee  no  traces  of 
rocal  obligation,  nor  can  difcover  any  claufe,  by  which  we 
bidden  to  make  ufe  in  our  own  caufe  of  the  alliance  of  Hano- 
r  by  which  the  Hanoverialfc  are  forbidden  to  aifift  us. 
ipe,  my  Lords,  this  reprefentatlon  of  the  ftate  of  our  tranf- 
i  with  Hanover,  will  not  be  charged  with  artifice  or  fophiftry. 
r  how  invidious  a  tafk  is  undertaken  by  him  who  attempts  to 
jiy  conne^on  between  interefts  Co  generally  thought  oppofite, 
1  fupported  in  this  apology  only  by  the  confcioufiicfs  of  integrity, 
e  intrepidity  of  truth. 

:  affiftance  of  Hanover,  my  Lords,  was  at  this  time  apparently 
try.  Our  own  troops,  joined  with  the  Heffians,  compofed  a 
too  (mail  to  make  any  efficacious  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of 
: ;  but  by  the  addition  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  became  fuffi^- 
f  formidable  to  oblige  her  to  employ  thofe  troops  for  the  fe- 
of  her  frontiers,  with  which  (he  intended  to  have  overwhelmed 
and  to  have  exalted  another  Spani(h  prince  to  a  new  kingdom. 
foniards,  deprived  of  this  a(fi(hmce,  harrafTed  by  the  Auftrians 
erpetiul  alarms,  and  debarred  by  our  fleet  from  the  fupplies 
are  provided  for  them  in  their  own  country,  muft  langui(h 
lenury  and  hardihips,  being  equally  cut  ofiT  from  fuccour  and 
Bight. 

iM,  my  Lords,  it  is  evident,  that  the  true  and  everlafting  inte- 
'  Britain  has  been  fieadily  purfued  ;  that  the  mcafures  formed 
it  have  been  not  only  prudent,  but  iticceisful.  We  did 
footmt  in  the  quarrel,  becaufe  we  were  not  able  to  form 
qr  fiiflkicntly  pi  rful.  An  advantageous  peace  is  only  to  be 
ed  bj  yijgorpi    preparations  for  war  ^  nor  \s  ii  to  ^  v;y.^2!xA 
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th.;t  our  enemies  fliould  court  our  frienJfliip,  till  chcf  fee  1 
oppufition  is  really  formidable.  Such,  my  Lords,  is  our  pidfl 
Vfc  may  rcafonably  hope  that  the  French  will  defift  from  their 
bccaufc  they  will  have  a  confederacy  to  oppofe,  more  powcf 
that  by  which  their  immortal  monarch  was  lately  hiambld 
hope  that  conduct  will  always  be  applauded  in  this  Honi 
enables  us  to  rc[:rcf^  the  arrogance  of  France. 

Lord  Westmorland  then  fpolcc  to  the  following  pu 
My  Lords,  1*hough  the  warmth  which  the  noble  Lord  n«s 
the  motion,  and  tlic  confidence  with  which  he  alierts  tbc  ] 
and  e£Scacy  of  the  mcafurcs  to  which  it  relates,  arc  fuch 
the  ftrength  of  his  conviction  as  leave  no  room  to  doubt  his  i 
yet  as  the  fame  arguments  do  not  operate  upon  different  mi 
the  fame  force,  I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  thought  lefs  fuicerr 
ftudious  of  the  public  happinefs,  ol*the  honour  of  the  crown. 
J  prefumc  to  diftcr  from  him. 

In  the  motion  now  before  us,  I  cannot  concur,  bccauic,  t 
(hould  be  allowed  to  contain  a  juil  reprcfentation  of  loretg 
yet  it  appears  to  me  to  omit  thofc  confiderations  which  I  thi 
duty  of  this  Houfe  to  oftcr  to  his  Majefty.  This  nation  s 
opinion,  expofed  to  enemies  more  formidable  than  the  Frcn 
do  I  think  that  we  are  at  Icifure  to  defend  the  libcrtie!»  of  £i 
we  have  nude  fome  provifions  for  the  iecurity  of  our  oh 
r(;4ulatc  t!.c  balance  of  power,  till  we  have  reflored  our  coi 
to  its  ancient  c()Ui!ibrium. 

'V\\M  there  arc  flagrant  proofs  of  the  moft  enormous  c< 
throughuut  tlic  whole  fubordinaiion  of  public  offices  ^  that 
lie  funds  are  only  nurfcries  of  fraud,  and  that  trull  of  ever; 
only  confidcrcAl  as  an  opportunity  of  plundering,  appears 
iMni  tie  univerfal  prevalence  of  luxury  and  extravagance, 
1 1  !.:r  ii ;  iHucncc  of  private  men,  from  the  wanton  riot  ol  the 
t  \,  n-:\\  fpltndour  of  their  equipages,  and  the  ofientJtious 
n  ic:  ut  their  luiiMini's. 

h  !»  cviJc;;t  i.k.vv tic,  that  corruption  is  not  confined  t 
fi.T.vts ,  that  thulc  uho  have  loll  their  own  integrity,  ha« 
\o  ::':u  'o  ileilroy  the  virtue  of  others  ^  that  attempts  have  Im 
In  u.\  .A  Vic  whole  nation  to  the  influLnce  of  currupcion 
I,   ..I..  :!;o  contagion  of  biibcry  from  tlic  hi^hcll  to  thclovi 
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I  tfaerefoic  necefliry,  before  we  engage  in  the  confidcratinn  of 
B  afiain,  to  profecute  the  enquiry  which  was  begun  in  the  hft 
^  CO  trace  wiclcednefs  to  its  fource,  and  ung  the  authors  of  our 
es  into  the  light. 

He,  my  Lords,  are  the  en(]uiries  which  the  general  voice  of  the 
t  importunately  demands ;  thefe  are  the  petitions  which  ought 
to  be  njefted  ;  all  parties  are  now  united,  and  all  animofities' 
pnibed ;  nor  u  there  any  other  clamour  than  for  enquiries  and 


B  other  HouTe,  my  Lords,  has  been  engaged  in  the  laudable 
pC  to  deteSt  thole  who  have  betrayed,  or  plundered,  or  corrupted 
country ;  and  furely  we  ought  to  have  To  much  regard  to  our 
lonour,  as  not  to  fuffer  them  to  toil  alone  in  a  defign  To  popular, 
1,  and  fo  necefiary,  while  we  amufe  ourfelves  with  applaudini^ 
igaciiy  of  our  miniftcrs,  who,  whatever  they  may  hope  them- 
,  or  promifc  others,  have  not  j-et  prevailed  on  any  foreign  power 
ocur  with  them,  or  to  interpofe  in  the  aiTairs  of  the  continent. 
tlierefofc  I  cannot  conceal  myfufpicion,  that  inftead  of  furnifli- 
tny  fubjcA  for  panegyrics  on  our  policy  and  caution,  we  are 
wafiing  ourtreafurcs  and  our  flrcngth  in  a  romantic  expedition. 
Bce  therefore,  my  Lords^  our  domcilic  evils  fcem  to  me  moll 
erous,  I  move,  that  in  order  to  tiieir  fpeedy  remedy,  and  that 
eoplc  may  fee  we  donot  forget  their  immediate  intereft,  this  ad- 
B  be  made  to  the  motion  now  before  us : 
And  humbly  to  alTure  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  apply  our  con- 
wd  perfeveriflg  endeavours  to  calm  and  heal  animofities  and 
ioBS,  unficafonable  as  they  arc  at  all  times,  and  moft  pernicious 
Bfrctcnt  jun&re,  which  the  true  fatherly  trndernefs  of  his  Ala- 
,  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  conftant  are  for  the  rights  and 
MS  of  bii  people,  has  fo  aiFe^ionaicIy  at  the  clofe  of  lad  fcilion 
■MiTT"''*^  from  the  throne,  by  fearcliing  thorouglily  and  efteflu- 
'ma  the  grounds,  which  are  or  may  be  aiHgned  for  public  dit- 
cm,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  rules  and  methods  of  Parliament." 
k»  additional  claufe  being  delivered  in  writing  to  the  Speaicer, 
nd  it  to  the  Houle,  but  laid  that  the  noble  Lord  fpoke  fo  low, 
he  could  not  tell  where  he  propofed  to  have  it  infcrted.  Lord 
VTMOKIAHD  then  directed  him  to  read  the  motion,  which  done, 
ifiRd  dot  his  cUufc  might  be  added  at  the  cad. 
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Upon  this  Lord  Raymond  fp  V9-*4lf  Lai 

addition  which  the  noble  Lord  I       1  tbc  Aktnh  p 

cannot}  in  my  opinion,  be  properly  ai      tied,  it  it  hm  bd  nk 
the  preceding  claufes,  but  is  rather  inconfifteut  wU 

Nor  do  I  think  it  only  ioiproper  with  regard  ip  the 
the  motion,  but  unncccflary  in  iiTelf ;  fince  it  hasM 
Majefty*s  Speech,  now  under  our  confideraCioQ  i  fioce  it  «i 
t.ite  none  of  our  enquiries,  which  1  lay  be  carried  00  with 
without  any  fuch  unfeafonable  declaration  of  our  dcfign. 

If,  therefore,  the  motion  for  the  amendroent  be  1 
flull  move,  that  the  firft  queftion  be  firft  put. 

[The  queftion  was  then  put  with  regard  to  die  firft  aocie 
paiicd  in  the  affirmative,  without  any  divifion.  j 
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Mi$iii9  in  tbi  Cmmittu  §f  Smpplies^  f§r  granting  ^^  fir  l6oe 

verian  J'rtsps  fir  tht  fiur  Mmhs  hji  /^. 

Sir  William  Yovce  opened  the  debate,  and  fpoke  in  i 
as  follows: — Sir,  'i'hou^h  the  general  ftate  of  the  kingdom 
rope  cannot  be  fuppoicd  to  be  whoUv  ujiknown  in  this  Afica 
fince  the  decifion  of  the  queftion  now  before  us,  muft  depe 
the  conceptions  which  etcry  man  has  formed  with  regan 
affairs  on  the  continent,  it  will  be  neceflanr  to  exhibit  then 
in  a  narrow  compft,  that  nothing  which  may  conuibote  tt 
furnution  may  be  overlooked  or  forgotten. 

Tlie  lite  Lmperor,  for  fome  time  before  his  death,  find 
there  remained  little  hopes  of  male  iflue,  and  that  his  £amtl 
be  CiUiiVquentl/  in  danger  of  lofiog  part  of  the  honours  and 
which  u  nad  fo  lung  enjoyed,  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  it 
hi'«  hereditary  dominions  which  he  enuiled  upon  hi!»  ddcft  d 
to  /*fe/crvc  ihcin  Jrom  bc\ci^  broken  into  fiJ^rociii*,  And 
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Ipig  ikt  miBerotts  pretenders  to  them ;  and  that  this  fettlement 
||{R  he  pccTervcd  from  violation,  employed  all  the  opportunities 
PJh  may  extracniinary  conjun6lures  prefented  to  him  of  obtaining 
mocvirace  and  ratification  of  the  neighbouring  ftates. 

it  wss  always  the  intereft  of  this  nation  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 

a  ceunccrbalance  to  the  power  of  France,  it  was  eafy  to 

from  us  a  folemn  acceffion  to  this  important  fettlement ;  and 

refere  promifed  to  fupport  it,  whenever  it  (hould  be  attacked. 

in  reality  only  a  promife  to  be  watchful  for  our  own  advan- 

CO  hinder  that  increafe  of  the  French  influence,  which  mufl 

:h  be  fatal  to  ourfelves. 

lil^  engagements  were  propofed  to  many  other  powers,  which 

by  moft  of  them  accepted,  and  among  others  by  France, 

conAderation  of  a  very  large  increafe  of  her  dominions ;  and  it 

iK^pcd^  that  whatever  might  be  determined  by  the  Eledors  with 

to  the  imperial  d^nity,  the  hereditary  dominions  to  the  Houfe 

:rta  would  remain  in  the  lame  family,  and  that  France  would 

ired  by  her  own  engagements  from  difturbing  the  peace  of 

tpiffc. 

no  iboner  did  the  death  of  the  Emperor  give  the  enemies  of 

of  Auftria  hopes  of  gratifying  without  danger,  their  refent- 

and  ambition,  than  almoft  all  the  neighbouring  princes  began 

e  their  pretenfiona,  and  appeared  refolved  to  recover  by  force, 

diey  alledged  to  have  been  only  by  force  withheld  from  them. 

were  ras&d  on  all  fides,  invafions  either  attempted  or  threat- 

froin  every  quarter,   and -the  whole  world  looked  upon  the 

T  of  Auftria  either  with  pity  or  with  joy,  as  unable  to  make 

ftaad  againft  the  general  confederacy,  and  under  a  neceffity  of 

to  die  moft  oppreiEve  terms,  and  purchafing  peace  from  her 

at  their  own  price. 

be  mentioned,  without  indignation,  that  this  univerfal 

m  was  fiDrmed  and  conduced  by  the  influence  of  the  French, 

having  agreed  to  the  Pragmatic  Sanation,  omitted  no  en- 

to  promote  the  violation  of  it ;  and  not  only  incited  the 

princes  to  aflfert  their  claim  by  promifes  of  afllftance, 

foored  numerous  armies  into  the  empire,  not  only  to  procure 

aad  without  the  leaft  regard  to  equity,  an  eledion  in  favour 

of  !     varia,  but  to  afHil  him  in  the  invafion  of  the  Au* 

of  which  xhe  kttlem^nt  had  been  tai\fve^  \>^  ^«it 
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concurrence,  purchifed  at  a  price 
thought  too  great,  even  chough  they 

The  pleas  which  they  advanced 
is  not  neccilary  to  relate;  fince,  however  artfully  cbcy  aByWl 
the  common  fcnlc  of  mankind  muft  perceive  them  co  be  bkk 
to  no  purpofc,  that  they  declare  themfelves  not  to  hsre  icoed 
their  promifc,  becaufc  they  enter  the  empire  only  as  anxiliaij 
their  tioops  act  under  die  command  of  the  Eledor  of  Bavarii 
he  that  furnilbes  troops  for  the  invafion  of  chofe  territttrifis  w 
is  obliged  to  protc£l,  may  very  juftly  be  confidered  at  a  mva 
he  who  ailills  a  thief,  partakes  the  guilt  of  theft. 

All  contracts.  Sir,  whether  between  ftates  or  private  perfi 
to  be  undcrilood  according  to  the  known  intention  of  the  two 
and  I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  pretended,  by  the  mod  hardened  a 
for  the  conduct  of  the  French,  that  the  late  Emperor  wot 
purchafed,  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  their  acceflion  to  the  Pragmatic  S 
if  he  had  fuppofcd,  that  they  Ail!  thought  themfelves  at  libern 
ploy  all  their  treafure  and  their  force  in  affifting  others  to  viol 

It  is  well  known,  that  an  unfuccefsful  war,  which  the  ¥r 
likewife  fuipefled  of  afElling,  had,  a  (hort  time  before  the  < 
the  Emperor,  weakened  his  forces,  and  cxhaufted  his  re\*enn 
that  therefore,  when  he  was  furprizcd  by  death,  he  left  his  £u 
povcriflicd  and  defcncelefs;  fo  that  his  daughter  being  withou 
or  armies,  and  preflcd  by  enemies  on  every  hde  of  her  doi 
was  immediately  reduced  to  fuch  diflrcfs  as  perhaps  ihe  only  y 
to  fupport,  and  fuch  difKcultics  as  no  other  would  have  eni 
the  lead  ho}K  of  being  able  to  furmount. 

In  the  firll  crulh  of  her  calamities,  when  (he  was  drirc 
torrent  of  invafion  from  fortrefs  to  fortrefs,  and  from  kini 
kin^^!om,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  moftof  the  guarantee 
Pras;m.itic  SanAion  flood  at  gaze,  without  attemptini*  th 
whii  h  ihc  inceflantly  called  upon  them  to  afford  her ;  and  w 
drcJ  ihry  coiiij  deny  upon  no  oiher  pretence,  than  that  they  w 
vinccJ  It  wi'uld  be  iiicficcluai,  that  her  luin  was  not  to  be  pt 
and  (hat  ftie  muft  be  fwailowcd  by  the  deluge  of  war,  whk 
pcjrcd  impoiFibic  to  rcl'ift  or  to  divert. 

The  Qiieen,  howe%'er,  deter mmed  to  aftcrt  her  rights,  an 
fend  l«cr  dominions  ;  and  therefore  adembled  licr  forces^  m 
iu^h  offoiiiiow^  that  funx  ot  her  cucmics  fu«dir^  ihc  war,  \ 
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r  CBConraged  only  by  a  belief  of  die  certainty  of  fuccefs, 
heocmie  more  hazardous  than  they  expeAed^  foonr  defifted 

daims,  and  confented  to  peace  upon  ftioderate  conditions ; 
oft  fiKinidable  of  her  enemies^  being  alienated  from  tho 
y  C3cpcrience  of  their  treachery^  and  perhaps  intimidated 
;rery  of  his  enemies,  was  at  laft  willing  to  become  neutral, 
r  Satisfied  with  the  recovery  of  his  own  claims,  without 
tie  Eleflor  of  Bavaria. 

ar  has  this  iliuflrious  princefs  ftniggled  in  th^  tempeft  of 
mt  with  very  littk  affifionce  from  her  confederates  j  but  it 
:  fuppofed,  that  thefe  violent  eflfbrts  have  not  c^diaufted  her 

or  that  (be .  muft  not  be  at  length  overpowered  by  the 
liich  the  French,  enraged  at  the  difiippointment  of  their 
are  fending  againft  her.  She  has  an  incfohteftible  claim  to 
nee,  promifed  by  the  moft  folemn  ftipulations,  and  there* 
o  be  withheld  upon  any  views  of  pre&ht  advantage.  The 
and  magnanimity  wiuch  (he  has  difcovered,  prove,  that  (he 
o  be  fupported  upon  the  common  principles  of  generofity, 
uld  not  fufler  a  bravo  man  to  look  idly  Upon  a  heroine 
;  with  multitudes  $  and  the  oppofition  which  (he  has  been 
ake  alone,  (hews  that  aifiihince  will  not  be  vain, 
confiderations,  though,  (Ince  the  Senate  has  determined  fft 

they  are  not  immediately  necedary  in  a  queftion  which  re- 

to  the  manner  in  which  that  ai&ftance  Ihall  be  given,  are 
miirely  oieleis ;  iince  they  may  contribute  to  overbalance 
lices  that  may  obftruA  the  fchemes  which  have  been  formed, 
cen  the  endeavours  <^  men  who  might  be  inclined  to  rejeA 
D(els  to  which  any  fpecious  objedkions  (hall  be  raifed,  or 
)t  time  in  deliberation,  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  adion* 
:  affiflance  of  this  diftrefled  Princefs  has  been  already  voted 
Date,  it  is  now  no  longer  to  be  enquired,  what  advantages 
ioed  to  this  nation  by  protecting  her,  or  whether  the  benefits 
f  will  be  equivalent  to  the  hazards  of  war  f  Thefe  queftions 
ly  determined.    It  has  already  appeared  neceflary  to  this 

reftore  the  balance  of  power  by  prefcrving  the  Houfe  of 
aad  the  only  queftion,  therefore,  that  remains  is,  by  what 
Aflfidl  endeavour  to  preferve  it  ?  and  whether  tiie  means  that 
dijlteen  lied ,  de(erve  oUr  approbation .' 


f  ^t  AEBATXON  [m 

Among  the  firvcral  fch         that  <   J  Ibr  Ait  ori 

peired  moft  proper  to  I      min     j  an  amf  m  I 

Countries,  whence  they       g     ^        7  to    iiaidi  wtuti 
prefence  might  be  required,  :       where  the/  mi^c  be  taOf 
with  neceflaries.    This  army         to  be  raifed  with  apein 
afikirt  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  could  admit  of  ao  ddaj  % 
troops  were  therefore  to  be  hired,  and  it  appeared  to 
to  hire  the  troops  of  Hanover  than  of  any  other  nati 

That  the  affairs  of  the  Queen  of  Hung^  wouU  adottt  < 

lay,  and  that  therefore  the  army  in  the  horn  Countries  * 

Tpeedily  to  be  formed,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one  due  < 

her  power  with  that  of  die  nation  againft  which  Ibe  was  cec 

a  nation  incited  by  a  long  train  of  fuccefs  to  afpirc  to  unhi 

narchy ;  a  nation  which  has  long  been  aflembling  armiet,  i 

mutating  treafures,  in  order  to  give  law  to  the  reft  of  rii 

which  luid  for  many  years  ftood  againft  the  united  force  i 

bordering  powers,  and  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  no 

its  full  ftrength,  much  left  when  its  treafures  had  been  « 

and  its  troops  deftroyed  in  an  unfortunate  war  before  tbc 

the  Emperor  ^  and  when  almoft  every  part  of  its  domir 

threatened  by  a  particular  power,  and  the  troops  of  cact 

were  employed  in  the  defence  of  their  own  towns  (  fe  Am 

armies  couM  be  collected,  bccaufe  no  place  could  be  Id 

defenders. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  Aiiftrian  dominions,  when  ik 
France  broke  in  upon  them  i  and  in  this  ftate  it  muft  real 
knowlcdgcd,  that  neither  courage  nor  prudence  could  procv 
that  no  ftratagems  could  long  divert,  nur  any  reiiftance  : 
fopcriority  of  power,  and  that  therefore  relief  muft  be  fpc 
efficacious. 

That  to  bring  the  relief  which  we  had  promikd,  with 
fuficicnt  to  procure  any  advantages  to  our  ally,  to  prefiwi 
vincct  from  being  laid  wafte,  her  towns  from  being  ftorme 
armies  from  being  ruined  j  to  repreft  the  confidence  of  th 
and  recal  them  fromcooquefts  to  the  defence  of  thetrown 
it  was  apparently  neceflary  to  hire  foreign  troops  i  for  ti 
over  all  our  own  forces,  had  been  to  have  vtmpfgd  the 
change  their  dc£gn  of  invading  the  Auft       dominiQaf^  a 
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;  Britiln,  and  attempting  to  add  this  kingdom  to  their  ofher 
i^  to  h^ve  railed  newr  troops  with  expedition  equal  to  the 
diat  demanded  them,  was  either  abfoiutely  impoffible,  or  a: 
^  dlScuIt ;  and  when  raifed,  they  would  have  been  only  new 
rhoy  whatever  might  be  tlieir  courage,  would  have  been 
fklli  in  v.^r,  and  would  therefore  have  been  diilruued  by 
5C1  they  ai&iled,  and  dcfplfcJ  by  thofc  whom  they  oppofed. 
}g  therefore  remained,  but  t!:?.t  auxiliaries  (hould  be  tried, 
cly  qucflion  then  to  be  decided,  was,  what  nation  ihould  be 
to  fupp^y  us  ?  Nor  was  this  fo  diincuk  to  be  anlwered  ss  in 
;mes,  fi:ice  there  was  not  trie  ufiial  liberty  of  choice  j  many 
•Ir:c-5  ".vho  fend  th:^ir  troops  to  Hght  for  other  powers,  were 
imc  Cither  influenced  by  the  promirt:s,  or  bribed  by  the 
>r  intimidated  by  the  forces  of  France  ;  fome  of  them  were 
in  fchemcs  for  enlarging  their  ov.n  dominions,  and  thcrc- 
c  unwlUing  to  fupply  others  withthcfe  trccps  for  which  they 
emfelves  projcccing  employment;  and,  perhaps,  of  fome 
might  rcifonrxiy  be  double  J,  \vhc'j:er  they  v.-o'^!d  nor  betray 
r  which  they  (ho aid  be  retained  to  fiipporr,  znd  whetiier  tbcy 
A.  in  fecret  wifli  the  depreflion  of  the  (^:ccn  of  Hungary, 
%  of  diofe  invaders  whom  they  promifcd  to  refi:^. 
midftall  thefeconHderations,  which  there  was  not  time  com- 
>  adjuft,  it  was  neccfTary  to  turn  their  eyes  upon  fome  power 
Dooeof  thefe  objections  cocli  be  mad^j  an:!  therefore  they 
tdj  fixed  upon  the  Elcclcrate  of  Hanover,  as  fubjcdl  to  the 
Miarch,  and  which,  therefore,  the  troops  might  be  propcrlv 
sd  as  our  national  allies,  whofe  i  me  reft  and  inclinations  mufi 
me  with  our  own,  and  whofe  fidelity  might  be  warranted  by 
Sovereign. 

I  no  final]  advantage  that  the  contrad  for  thefe  troops  could 
widiout  the  delay  of  tedious  negotiations;  that  they  were 
march  upon  the  firft  notice,  and  that  they  had  been  long 
in  die  czacteft  difcipline. 

oncunrence  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  cafily  determined  our 
I  in  their  choice,  and  the  troops  were  ordered  to  join  the 
in  die  low  countries;  a  ftep  which  fo  much  alarmed  the 
diat  they  no  longer  endeavoured  :o  p::fh  forward  their  con- 
Msr  appeared  to  entertain  2::y  other  deCi^n  tVaiY  ^2X  ol  ^* 
dkadeJreSj  ar^d  returning  in  iafe ty  totbcir  ovftv  co-iiXi^- 


which  ought  only  to  be  known  by  the  enemy  afccr  they  v 
cuted.  Uf  their  prudence,  their  fuccefs  is  a  fufiicient  ev.ii; 
tlieiffurc  I  cannot  doubt  but  Gentlemen  will  give  2  fancl^o 
conduct,  by  providing,  according  to  the  eftimates  before  1 
mittce,  for  the  fupport  of  troops,  which  have  been  ton 
great  ufc. 

Lord  PowLETT  roic  up  next,  and  fpoke  to  the  efieil  fi 
*— Sir,  The  Honourable  Gentleman  has  with  fo  much  cics 
elegance  difplayed  the  ftate  of  Europe,  explained  the  r.( 
hiring  foreign  troops,  and  Ihewed  the  realbns  for  which  the 
Hanover  were  preferred  to  thofe  of  any  other  nation,  thai 
it  not  to  be  of  any  ufi:  to  urge  other  arguments  than  xhoic 
4as  produced. 

As  therefore  it  is  indifputably  neccHliry  to  hire  tror^ps, 
can  be  hired  which  can  be  fo  fat'elv  truilcd  ;is  chofe  01'  H 
cannot  but  agree  with  the  Right  Honourable  Gcntlcmaii, 
j  Bicafure  of  his  Majefty  ought  to  be  fu^^portcJ. 

Sir  John  St.  Aubyn  then  fpokc  a^  f<j!low«  :— Sir,  It  L 

I    I  greateft  difficulties  that  I  rife  up  to  gi\c  \ou  this  trouble,  : 

'    I  cularly  after  the  Honourable  Genclen.rtn  with  whom   I  a: 

;  unequal  to  contend.    But  when  my  rS-^r.z  \s  required  to  a  p: 


1 
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h  country  Gemlcmen  have  not  that  fagacity  in  bufinefs,  and, 
mt  qf  proper  lights  being  afTordcd  us,  the  penetration  of  mi- 
;  into  public  affairs ;  yet  give  me  leave  to  fay,  they  have  one 
if  fenfe  which  miniilcrs  of  ilatc  fcldom  have,  and  at  this  time 
f  fe  acute  a  nature,  that  it  mud  overthrow  the  arguments  of 
oft    refined  adminidration ;   this  is  the   fenfe  of  feeling  the 
(ai  diftrefles  of  their  country,  the  utter  incapacity  it  now  lies 
of  fuftaining  the  heavy  burdens  that  are  impofing  upon  it. 
s  I  take  to  be  the  firft,  the  great  obje£l  of  this  day's  debate. 
Icr  well  your  ftrcngth  at  home,  before  you  entangle  yourfclves 
I ;  for  if  you  proceed  without  a  fufficient  degree  of  that,  your 
:  will  be  certain  and  (hameful,  and  may  in  the  end  prove  dan- 
;.     Without  this  firft,  this  neceflary  principle,  whatever  may 
;  machinations,  the  vifionary  fchemes  of  minifters,  whatever 
mgs  they   may  heighten  them  with,  to  miflead  our  imagina- 
diey  will  prove  In  the  end  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  to  preci- 
diis  nation,  by  empty  captivating  founds,  into  the  private  vievi's 
itrigues  of  fome  men,  fo  low,  perhaps,  in  reputation  and  au- 
%  as  to  be  abandoned  to  the  defperate  neceflity  of  founding 
I  poflefled  precarious  power  upon  the  ruins  of  this  country. 
a  to  the  confideration  of  our  inward  donr.eflic  {Ircngth,  what 
I  iffiftances  hare  we  to  juftify  this  meafure  ?  Are  we  fure  of 
fitive  aftive  ally  in  the  world  ?  Nay,  arc  not  we  morally  ccr- 
■C  our  nearefl,  moft  natural  ally,  difavows  the  proceeding,  and 
;  to  co-operate  with  us  ?  One  need  not  be  deep  read  In  politics 
ierflznd,  that  when  one  Hate  ferarates  itfe!f  from  another,  to 
it  is  naturally  allied,  it  muft  be  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  the 
I  is  delerted  which  is  in  common  to  them  both.    And  it  is  an 
dile  ruk  in  this  countrv,  a  rule  never  to  be  departed  from, 
can  no  caufe  exift  in  which  we  ought  to  engage  on  the 
without  the  aid  and  affidance  of  that  neighbouring  {{are, 
s  Ae  left,  the  certain  mark,  by  v.iiich  I  (hall  jiedgc,  that  the 
I  of  tfaif  country  is  not  at  prcfent  the  objea  in  purfuit. 
my  man  then  wild  eilicugh  to  imagine,  that  the  accefHon  of 
t  ihcmtkiiif  Hanoverian  merccRAries  will  compcnfatc  for  the  lofs 
rdlCBrd  ally?  No;  tyit  it  ';>  faid  that  this  indicates  ilich  a 
frari  idbhitic      witLlin  ou:iV:ves,  that  i:  will   induce  them 
■e  in.      Sir,    if       :y  |haJ   any   real  proofs   of   cut  fvimxv^^"^ 
TUmfkm,    ffa     fbe         :rc{i    of   this     countrv   v:2ls    to  >at 
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with  a  jealous  eye  upon  this  mcafurc^  they  coniidcr  k  at  ■ 
rrumciit  of  your  vvcakncl'c,  brcaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  feoRB 
fpirit  of  this  country,  anJ  may  therefore  Icflea  hit  Majcftja 
affections  of  hi?  psople. 

They  have  for  fome  yeari^V^-^  looked  upon  a  Britifli  pulian 
the  corrupt  engine  of  ariminlllratloni  to  exhauft  the  riches,  aa 
pair  the  (Ircn^th  of  this  country.  'Fhey  have  heard  it  tal^  I 
indeed  of  the  Houfc  ot  Auiiria,  when  it  was  in  your  power  li 
railed  her  to  that  ilaie,  in  which  ihe  was  properly  to  be  cod 
ab  the  fupport  of  the  balance  of  Europe,  if  timid  iicutialiCicf  ha 
ir.!c:vcned,  and  our  naval  flrengtli  had  properly  iiitrrpofiad  i 
afiifiance. 

7*hey  have  lately  looked  upon  this  prliamcnt,  an  J  with  the 
a  raiura!  ally  they  have  done  ii,  rcfcnting  your  injuricSa  fa 
\vlihiia:iding  the  power,  that  you  might  reftore  the  au±oc 
your  gcvcrnrnent,  demanding  conftitutiooal  iecuhues,  appoiu 
parliamentary  Cc:umiuce  for  inquiry  and  juflice.  Sir,  thq 
fee  that  inquiry  fupprcfled,  and  iufticc  diCippointed.  In  thts 
tion,  what  cxpcduiiuns  can  we  form  of  their  acccffion  to  us  ^  t 
blgly  indeed  of  vindiCiiinj  foic:^n  rights,  but  fo  weak  and  im 
at  lionic,  as  r.ut  to  be  able  to  recover  our  own  privileges  ? 

But  tills  mcaiarc  is  U\A  to  be  undertaken  i.i  ccni'cquencc 
r;d\icc  of  parliament. —  There  has  been  great  llrei's  laid  upon 
Ii  i.-s  been  loudly  pioviainied  fiom  the  Throne,  echoed  back 
from  hence,  and  xl^  whole  nation  is  to  be  amuicd  with  an  0| 
that  upon  litis  mcafure,  the  fate  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  the  t 
and  libcrtits  of  Europe,  the  falvation  of  this  country,  depend. 

But  was  this  fatal  meafure  the  recoiyiicndation  of  parliami 
was  it  the  od'iipring  of  fome  bold  c;itc:  prizing  nujuftcr^  bate 
the  iiiicrvjl  of  pa:hamcnt,  under  the  vings  of  prerogative  ^ 
to  prch;me  upon  the  corruption  of  thib  Houfe,  as  the  nccelurj 
of  his  adniiniftiation?  The  ohji-cl  iniccd  might  be  lecom 
but  if  jr./  wrong  meafure  is  undertaken 'to  attain  ift  diat  a 
furtlj-  (ho;iId  in:  Jiopt  ^  fur  it  is  equally  pilpable  toipurfue  J 
c:. :  ':  /  luJ  mrafaies,  21  it  is  a  bad  end  by^thofie  that  «i hooeft. 

I'ljt  ^s  T'mSj  A^itiriis,  I  wiih  (i cnt'.coKn  would  a  link  o 

t  r  t,  V  r.  .i  *.. !. «.':  i>:idiK'('d  it.-  Sir,  iti preceded ftocn  the  V 

e:  v>.,     ur  .  'i,  '..:•  IX  :':..!.  r.  r(  c::r  hsartH  inuncdlatdy  ab 

•*  ■  ■  r>"  i  .i-.^:  ]  .'^'\\  \.\.\\  \f«  cv\aVV\(!lv5L \«»  Cocnnittec  1 

';..;,  j.vj   :i   U   ;u>  tore-, '.  c  v.'a.u£v.«tv  v^^'^^^iaax  \\  cm 
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■7  akmg  with  it,  that  national  lecurities  and  granting  fup* 
BK  reciprocal  terms. 

Sir,  I  miift  own  for  my  part,  was  the  occafion  never  fo 
,  Hanoverian  auxiliaries  are  the  laft  that  I  would  vote  into 
liay  ;  not  upon  the  conlideration  onljr,  that  we  ought  other- 
ciqseft  dieir  afiftance,  and  that  we  fliould  rather  make  Aire 
n  that  might  be  engaged  againft  us ;  but  from  this  melan* 
pprchcnfion,  that  adminiftra^ions  will  for  ever  have  fagacity 

CO  find  out  fttch  pretences,  that  we  may  find  it  difficult  to 
of  theni  again* 

lea,  the  Elefbr  of  Hanover,  as  Ele^r  of  Hanover,  is  an 
ry  prince ;  his  dedoral  army  is  the  inftrument  of  that  power  ^ 
g  of  Great-Britain  he  is  a  reftrained  Monarch.  And  though 
t  fufped  his  Majefty,  and  I  dare  fay  the  hearts  of  the  Britiih 
p  are  as  yet  free  and  untainted,  yet  I  fear  that  too  Ions  an  in* 
tfe  may  b^et  a  dangerous  fiuniliarity,  and  diey  may  hereafter 
e  a  joint  inftrument,  under  a  left  gracious  prince,  to  invade 


Mqelly,  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  I  dare  iky  would  foon 
ne  die  danger  of  the  propofition  which  is  now  before  you. 
I  he  has  every  other  virtue,  he  has  undoubtedly  a  moft  paf* 
love  for  his  native  country,  a  paffion  which  a  man  of  any 
n  can  hardly  diveft  himfelf  of;  and.  Sir,  it  is  a  paffion  the 
ofily  to  be  flattered,  becaufe  it  arifcs  from  virtue.  I  wifti 
efe  who  have  the  honour  to  be  of  his  councils,  would  imitate 
el  example,  and  (hew  a  paflion  for  their  native  country  too ; 
ey  would  faithfully  ftand  forth  and  fay,  that,  as  King  of  this 
y,  whatever'  interefts  may  interfere  with  it,  this  country  is  to 
Erft^  his  principal  care  ;  that  in  the  aA  of  fettlement  this  is 
Mbeonditiop.  But  what  fluggifli  fenfations,  what  foul  hearts 
hofe  nen  have,  who,  inftead  of  condudHng  his  Majefty*$  right 
lei,  addrels  themfelves  to  his  paffions,  and  mifguidc  his  pre- 
rf  makinaa  voluntary  overture  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
I  dh  obtain  favour,  and  fecure  themfelves  in  power  ; 
thtt  as  a  fecondary  confideration,  which  in  their  own 
tobediefirft. 
have  sire  ^  loft  many  of  thofe  benefits  and  reftri£liona 
obtained  for  us  by  the  revolution,  and  the  acl  of  fettlc'^ 
For  6od'#  J    r,  kt  us  proceed  no  farther.    BvitVt  yi^  ^x^  ^ 

R  4.  ti^>a:^ 
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thus  to  go  on,  and  if,  to  procure  the  grace  ti  tkfoar^lkti 
this  is  Co  become  the  flattering  mcafurc  of  1  ery  faccditi 
nift ration,— this  country  is  uiidorie ! 

Mr.  Br. ADEN  then  rofc  up,  aiid  fpoke  to  the  faUowbif  par; 
Sir,  If  zeal  were  any  fccurity  againft  error,  I  fkouM  not  « 
oppofethe  Honourable  Gentleman  who  has  nov  declardiki 
ments ;  and  declared  them  with  fuch  ardour,  as  can  hwrAj  1 
duced  bu:  by  ftncerit)*  ^  and  of  whom  therefore  it  canooc  be  i 
that  be  has  delivered  his  real  opinion ;  that  he  fears  from  the  1 
which  he  cenfure?,  very  great  calamities ;  that  he  ihiaka  ik 
tianquiUicy  in  danger;  and  believes  that  his  duty  to  his 
ohlig^  him  to  fpeak  on  thii  occallon  widi  unufual  vehcmcnci 

But  I  am  too  well  acquainted  witiihis  candor  to  imagine, 
«pecb  bis  adertions  to  be  any  farther  regarucd  than  they  co 
or  that  he  defircs  to  debar  others  from  the  £imc  freedom  01 
whkh  he  has  himfclf  uled.  I  (hall  therci'ore  proceed  io  1 
km  opiriirn,  and  to  (hew  the  rcaibns  by  which  I  ;im  inl 
differ  fron)  him. 

The  arguments  upon  which  he  has  chiefly  infifted,  urn  ibi 
of  hiring  the  troops  of  Hanover  in  any  circumltances^  and  i 
propriety  of  hiring  them  now  wiiliout  (he  previous  approb 
t^ke  Senate. 

7'be  danger  of  trikirg  into  our  pay  the  forces  of  Hano* 
eontraricty  of  ihis  conduct  to  the  act  ot'  (ctdcmentB  and 
fradion  of  our  natural  privileges,  and  (he  violatioa  of  our  ! 
which  is  threatened  by  i^  have  been  aflerted  in  very  ftroej 
but  I  thiniiL  not  proved  with  proportionate  force;  for  wc  hai 
no  regular  dcdudion  of  confcquenccs  by  which  this  iknga 
be  ihcwn,  nor  have  been  informed,  how  the  engagement  of 
thouund  Hanoverians  to  fcrve  us  agaiuil  France  for  tkc 
yeai.  Cad  be  co:iliJcrcd  as  more  dell ru^tive  to  our  lJkn;cf 
^nv  Dthci  turccs. 

It  1^  nvii\.i  iiirinuate!,  that  tliis  comluft  will  tiirnifli  a  daj 
picccJer.tor  prclcrcncc  ^*ranteci  to  llanoi*cr  above  t>tlicr  nauoi 
li.ui  Mi!i  fictcrci.cc  I'l.^v  L:r.ij'j^!v  l^  adiancrJ,  till  in  time  h 
r-^  :y  "v  a  irr\  .!i;  niii4,ii. .  ik  jvlT.  rti-.I  ra  Hnuin  iti'cll',  and 
lore  :u\  tiKii  I  ar:M!!:y  oiivih:  tu  be  crullud  in  the  bcgi 
•j;L<.:-  ;*i:ij'J  wi'.«i  ^  di[;n.«:;ona:J  aShcrinicc. 
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r  to  fnfcr  die  intereft  of  Hanover  to  that  of  Britain  would  hm 
ttj  high  degree  criminal  in  a  Britiih  miniftry,  I  believe  no 
\  diis  Houfe  will  go  about  to  deny }  but  if  no  better  proof  can 
luced,  that  fuch  preference  is  intended  than  the  contrad  which 
aow  defired  to  ratify,  it  may  be  with  reafon  hoped,  that  fuch 
ns  treacfaery  is  yet  at  a  great  diftance ;  for  how  does  the  hire  of 
nan  troops  fliew  any  preference  of  Hanover  to  Britain  ? 
troops  of  Hanover  are  not  hired  by  the  miniftry  as  braver  o( 
Idlful  than  thoTe  of  our  own  country ;  they  are  not  hired  Id 
jid  or  to  inftruiS,  but  to  affift  us ;  nor  can  I  di(cover,  fup« 
it  poffible  to  have  laifed  with  equal  expedition,  the  fame 
r  of  forces  in  our  own  country,  how  the  miniftry  can  be 
1  with  preferring  the  Hanoverians  by  cxpofing  them  to  danger 
igue. 

if  it  be  confefled,  that  fuch  numbers  would  not  poffibly  be 
or^  It  leaft,  not  poffibly  difciplined  with  the  expedition  Ael 

of  Hungary  required,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  Hano- 
at  moft  not  preferred  to  our  own  nation  but  to  other' 

and  for  fuch  preference  reafons  have  been  already  given 
[  fliaUefleem  condufive,  till  I  hear  them  confuted, 
other  objedion  on  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  thought  it 
toinfift,  was  the  neglcd  of  demanding  Yrom  the  Senate  a  pre* 
pprobation  of  the  contr^it  which  is  now  before  us  ;  a  negled^ 
sfiinion,  fo  criminal,  that  the  miniftry  cannot  be  acquitted  of 
y  government,  of  fquandering  the  public  money  by  their  own 
y  and  of  afliiming  to  themfelvcs  the  whole  power  of  go« 

At. 

ifae  proof  of  this  enormous  ufurpation  has  not  yet  been  pro- 
for  it  does  not  yet  appear,  that  there  was  time  to  communis 
lir^figna  to  the  Senate,  or  that  they  would  not  have  been  de« 
by  communication ;  and  therefore  it  is  yet  not  evident,  but 
diey  are  cenfured  for  not  having  laid  their  fcheme  before 
',  Acy  ape  condemned  for  omitting  what  was  not  poffibly  to 
^  or  what  could  not  have  been  done,  without  betraying  their 
sd  iquring  their  country. 

■Bowed,  that  the  Senate  had  refolved  to  affift  the  Queen  of 
rj^  sod  therefore  nothing  remained  for  the  minifters  but  to 
t  mUk  tbdrutmoft  addrels  the  refolution  that  had  been  formed  \ 
b&gpa/eamon  of  this  dc/ign  they  ihou\d  be  {oundk  Xo  Vam« 
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erred  in  dicir  choice  of  means,  dieir  miilak         dMi  Chh  ■ 
may  juftly  be  Tulpccted,  are  to  be  imputed  to  Itt  hwSkf  ft 
nature,  and  rather  to  be  pitied,  and  relieved   ts  wiiatmmmt 
puniihcd  as  ci  im'.-s. 

But  I  doubt  not,  that  in  the  courfe  of  our  deKbentioat,  i 
find  rcafen  for  concluding  that  they  have  aded  mc  cnlj  mrik 
but  piudcncc  \  that  they  have  choi'cn  the  means  by  which  il 
end  which  the  Senate  propoicd,  the  fuccour  of  the  Qaeefi  a 
gar}',  and  confequencly  the  rc*cftabliihment  of  the  httlance  d 
will  be  moft  eafily  attained,  and  that  they  have  taken  into  tk 
this  nation  thoTc  troops  which  may  be  truftcd  with  the  create! 
rity,  as  they  have  the  fame  Prince,  and  the  fame  intereft. 

But  tiie  Hon.  Gentleman  appears  inclined  to  advance 
doctrine,  and  to  infinuatc,  that  when  any  vote  is  pafled  by  the 
the  niinidcrs  are  to  fuppofe  ibme  conditions  which  arc  to  be  ol 
thiMigh  they  were  never  mentioned,  and  without  which  the  i 
the  Senate  is  an  empty  found.  In  purfuance  of  this  fuppofii 
calls  upon  us  to  recoiled  the  time  and  circumftances  in  whi 
vote  was  pafled ;  he  reminds  us,  that  the  conceffion  wu  m 
fuddcn  exultation  of  our  hearts,  in  the  raptures  of  triumph,  an 
the  fliottts  of  conqueft,  when  every  man  was  forming  expe^ 
which  have  never  been  gratified,  and  planning  fchemcs  whK 
ucvcr  be  perfected. 

Uc  fecnu  therefore  to  think,  that  our  miniftcrs  infidioufly  i 
vanuge  of  our  intoxication,  and  betrayed  us  m  a  fit  oi  the 
jollity  to  a  promife,  which  whrn  made,  wc  hardly  underfio 
which  wc  may  therefore  now  retrafl.  He  concludes,  that  t 
ccflion  which  might  then  efcape  us  ought  not  to  have  been  i 
bv  our  miniilers,  and  made  the  foundation  of  their  conduce 
they  knew  it  was  made  upon  falfe  lupponiions  and  in  p;olp 
rcco.npLiice  that  never  would  be  grantco. 

1  hope  there  is  no  ncccfSty  for  dcclaiing,  that  this  reafeninj 
fdfcly  be  admitted,  fince  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  be  noc  a  i 
warrant  fur  any  mcafure,  no  man  can  undertake  the  admin 
of  our  afiairs,  and  that  government  which  no  man  will  ven 
fcrvc  muft  be  quickly  at  an  end. 

I  or  my  prt,  1  know  not  how  tiir  nation  or  the  Seiute  t 
diiappoKiccd  ot  any  juft  expectaiioru,  nor  can  1  conceive  thiti 
A/j/yoiiitmcnts  vacate  thcit  vuta^ot  uaM\^^\it«Ubiv.<Qti!(^u 
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mptthot  Aiai^  tne  minifti^  fufficiemly  juftified,  if  they  can 
'^iSfgf  hftfc  not  deviated  from  them. 
^PAi^BHPOir  fyclkc  next  to  the  efied  following :— Sir,  I  am 
A-thinldflg  diat  the  paft  condud  or  the  prefent  propofak  of 
Irj  dcferfc  approbation,  that,  in  my  opinion,  all  the  argti- 
|id&  have  been  produced  in  their  frivour  are  apparently  fal-* 
ind  even  the  pofitions  on  which  they^ire  founded,  and  which 
iowo  as  uncontrovertible,  are  generally  fklfe. 
Eift  afibrted,  that  we  are  indifpenfably  obliged  to  aflift  the 
i  Himgaiy  againft  France,  and  to  fupport  her  in  the  poT- 
r  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Auftrian  Houfe,  and  from 
r  precipitately  inferred  the  neceiEty  of  alTembling  armies,  and- 
peicenariefy  of  .exhajifting  our  treafure,  and  heaping  new 
I  upon  die  public. 

.we  concurred  wit{i  other  powers  in  promiling'to  fupport  the 
lie  Sanftion  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  do  I  intend  to  infinuate, 
bitli  of  treaties  ought  not  ftri<5Uy  to  be  kept ;  but  we  are  not 
.to  perform  more  than  we  promiled,  or  take  upon  ourfelves 
hen  which  was  to  be  fupported  by  the  united  ftrength  of  many 
lefc  and  of  which  we  only  engaged  to  bear  a  certain  part* 
p/t  undoubtedly  to  furni(h  the  troops  which  we  promifed,  and 
%  lave  lent  them^  when  they  were  firft  demanded ;  but  there  is 
fity  that  we  fliould  fijpply  the  deficiencies  of  every  other 
«nd  that  we  Ihould  determine  to  ftand  alone  in  defence  of  the 
tic  Sanfiion ;  that  we  ihould  by  romantic  generofity  impoverifli 
ipisy,  and  entail  upon  remoteft  pofterity  poverty  and  taxes. 
1^  to  be  honeft  at  all  events,  we  are  at  liberty  likewife  to  be 
m  at  our  own  expence,  but  I  think  we  have  hardly  a  right  to 
;  our  liberality,  when  we  contract  debts  for  the  advantage  of 
ife  of  Auftria,  and  leave  them  to  be  paid  by  the  induftry  or 
f  of  fucceeding  ages. 

fhenfiue  at  leaft  dubious,  whether  we  ought  to  hazard  more 
jpromifrd  in  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  confcqucntly 
k  propofition  of  thofe  who  have  undertaken  the  defence  of  the 
I  JRBcpiiics  to  be  better  eftablifhed,  before  it  becomes  the  bafis 
igunent. 

teng^  it  be  allowed,  that  wc  ought  to  exceed  our  ftipulations, 
npnore  dee|dy  in  this  caufe  than  we  have  promifed,  I  cannot 
whstt  principles  it  can  be  proved,  that  &xX&tti  ^osa- 


&nd  Hmnoverians  ought  to  be  I  Why       •  aol  ow  Ml 

which  have  been  tblongmainl  i  bo  <  ilyiar  OppMl 
Ihow  ?  Why  have  they  not         1.      br  mn  ftm  «fe « 

weapons  which  they  have  fo  long  carried,  and  tto  adfaflttltt 
exercife  which  they  have  been  taught  to  perform  fmh  b  m 
drefe  i  Why  have  they  not  at  length  been  ihewn  Car  what  At; 
long  received  their  pay,  and  informed,  diat  the  d«iy  ef  a  i 
not  wholly  performed  by  ftrutting  at  a  review  I 

If  if  be  ur2:ed,  that  fo  great  a  number  could  noC  be  fent  m 
kingdom  witiwnit  expofm;  it  to  infults  and  irrupuoi**  kt  rt 
membered  how  fniall  a  force  wai  found  fuflkienc  for  the  del 
the  kingdom  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  were  malii 
fleet  which  difputed  for  many  years  the  empire  tff  iht  fai ;  an 
appear,  whether  it  ought  to  be  imputed  to  prudence  or  lo  coi 
that  our  minifters  cannot  now  think  the  nation  lalii  without  di 
number,  though  our  fleets  cover  the  ocean,  and  ftoer  tnm  « 
to  another  without  an  enemy. 

But  to  (hew  more  fully  the  infufKcicncy  of  the  viadieatiai 
has  been  attempted,  and  prove,  chat  no  concefiofl  will  ca 
miniftry  to  defend  their  fchemes,  even  this  aflertion  fliall  he  m 
We  will  allow  for  the  prefcnt,  that  it  is  necei&ry  to  garrifbn  a 
with  numerous  Ibrces  againft  an  enemy  that  has  no  fleet.  I  wii 
that  invaders  may  be  convc>-ed  through  the  air,  ;:nd  that  the  i 
Ue,  the  dcuflable  Pretender  may  by  fome  fubterrinecMis 
enter  tnis  kingdom,  and  tiart  on  a  fudJen  into  the  Throne 
will  not  all  thfs  liberality  avail  our  minifters  ^>nce  it  may  be  o 
that  new  forces  might  cafily  have  been  raifed,  and  our  owi 
have  been  at  once  defended,  and  the  Queen  of  Hvngary  afi 
our  native  troops. 

Siiicc  tlic  neccflity  of  expedition  i«  urged,  it  may  reafonabi] 
q-iircii,  wh.it  it  w.is  that  appeared  to  immediately  recef&ry,  < 
h«%  been  biou^ht  to  pali  by  this  wonderful  expedition?  Was 
ccfiarv  to  t'urm  an  army  to  do  nothing  ?  Could  not  an  exfedi 
which  nutnini;  wav  (xiriuriTicd,  in  which  nothmg  was  attempti 
been  cieiavc-i  lur  a  fliort  time,  and  micht  not  the  i^ntcn  of  H 
have  been  piLi'.-.'vcil  it^iialiy,  wli'-tl'.ir  tr.c  tr.  ops  ol'  her  allies  A 
Uttrncu  in  her  country  ur  thtir  own  f 

Nothing  furcly  can  be  niuic  ridiculous  tf.an  to  rxpaciaae  of 
n&ecdity  of  roi&ng  with  oRptdiiunx  »sk  MtoXt^Wk^  «(  fuces 
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»  burthen  to  the  country  in  which  it  has  been  ftationed^ 
pay  b  now  denunded^  tfaoug|i  they  have  neither  feen 
Mr  a  batde  ^  though  they  haye  made  no  attempt  diemfelvesy 
ka4  noy  tfttt  might  have  been  made  by  the  enemy. 
•be  this  plea  yet  more  contemptibjie,  we  are  informed,  that  if 
wfed  an  army  of  our  countrymen,  they  would  have  been  un- 
ted  widi  arms  and  difcipline,  and  therefore  they  could  not 
le  uiiat  has  been  done  by  thcfe  far*famed  Hanoverians.  This 
[  cannot  underftand,  having  never  found,  that  the  Britons 
tajr  documents  or  rules  to  enable  them  to  eat  and  drink  at  the 
of  odiers,  to  baik  in  the  fun,  or  to  loiter  in  the^ftrect,  or 
any  of  die  wonders  that  may  be  afcribed  to  our  new  auxili- 
wA  therefiare  I  cannot  but  think,  that  all  the  atSHons  of  the 
iiths  for  which  thofe  forces  expe&  to  be  paid,  might  have 
lugbt  to  pals  by  new  raifed  Britons,  who  might  in  the  mean 
re  learned  their  exercife,  and  have  been  made  equal  to  any 
diers  that  had  never  fcen  a  battle. 

'  foreign  troops  were  oeceflary,  I  am  ftill  at  a  loft  to  find  out 
fe  itf  Hanover  were  chofen,  fince  it  appears  to  me,  that  by 
lit  bis  troops  to  Britain,  our  monarch  only  weakens  one  hand 
p^  the  ochf  r.  It  might  be  expeded,  that  he  Ihould  have 
A-  theft  troops  agsunft  France  without  hire,  fince  he  is  not 
IhI,  cilb^r  by  treaty  or  policy,  to  protefi  the  Houfe  of  Aufti ia 
m  of  Hanover,  than  as  King  of  Britain. 
ttaircfore  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  hirM,  without  die 
of  the  Senate,  they  have  hitherto  performed  nothiag ;  and 
•  seafimable  ^exped;  that  without  being  paid  by  Britain  they 
mploycd  agaiaft  the  French,  I  think  it  expedient  to  dtfcharge 
xn  our  fervice,  and  to  delay  the  pay  which  is  required  for  the 
:  moiiihs,  till  it  ihall  appear  how  they  bave  deferved  it. 
PoK  dien  role  and  fpoke  to  the  f<^lpwing  purport  :—-Sir^ 
i-  die  ohfervadons  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  muft  be 
to.  be  inBTnioBSj  and  though  the  eloquence  witb  which  be 
ipfd  dyem,  naturally  excites  attention  and  regard,  yet  I  ana 
ip.dedare,  that  I  haye  received  rather  pleafure  than  con* 
faqm.liis  ocatoqn  and  that  while  I  appJsAid  his  imaginadon  and 
^  I  €^ni|Ot  but  conclude,  that  diey  have  been  employed  in 
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I  flitll  not  indeed  attempt  to  confute  every  i  JKition  vfcid 
falfc,  or  detefk  the  fallacy  of  every  argument  wfakh  ippcu 
fbphiftical,  but  (hall  leave  to  others  the  ^jfAnce  of  ftei 
neceffity  of  engaging  in  the  war  on  the  continenc,  of  caopl 
large  force  for  the  prefcrvationof  die  Houfe  of  Auftria,  iDd, 
ing  that  army  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  of  taking  ai 
into  our  pay,  and  confine  myielf  to  this  Itogle  queftioot 
fuppofing  auxiliaries  nccellary,  it  was  not  prudent  to  hire  d 
of  Hanover? 

Nothing  can  be,  in  my  opinion,  more  apparent,  diaa  A 
ncceffity  of  hiring  troops  be  allowed,  which  furely  cannot  1 
tioncd,  the  troops  of  Hanover  are  to  be  chofen  before  any  « 
that  the  miniftry  confultcd  in  their  refolutions  die  real  inteid 
country,  as  well  as  that  of  our  ally. 

The  great  argument  which  has  in  all  ages  been  u&d  agai 
cenary  troops,  is  the  fufpicion  which  may  juftly  be  entertaine 
fidelity.  Mercenaries,  it  isobfer\'ed,  fight  only  for  pay,  wit 
affcdion  for  the  mafler  whom  they  ferve,  without  any  sc 
caufe  which  they  efpoufe,  and  without  any  profpeA  of  a 
from  fuccefs,  more  than  empty  praifes,  or  the  plunder  of 
and  therefore  have  no  motives  to  incite  them  againft  dax 
any  hopes  to  fupport  them  in  fatigues  ;  that  they  can  lofe  nc 
flight,  but  plunder,  nor  by  treachery,  but  honour ;  and  dk 
fore  they  have  nothing  to  throw  into  the  balance  againfl  tb 
life,  or  the  temptations  of  a  bribe,  and  will  never  be  aUc 
againft  men  that  fight  for  their  native  country  under  the  coc 
Generals  whom  they  efteem  and  love,  and  whom  they  cani 
or  difobey,  without  expoftng  thcmfclvcs  to  perpetual  exil 
capital  punifhment. 

I'hefe  arguments  have  always  been  of  great  force,  and 
that  nation  wbolb  defence  has  been  entruftcd  to  foreigners,  h 
been  thought  in  danger  of  ruin.  Yet  there  have  been  con 
in  which  almoft  every  flate  has  been  obliged  to  rely  upon  mes 
and  in  compliance  with  immediate  nccefSty,  to  depend  < 
fidelity  of  thofe  who  had  no  particular  intereft  in  fupporti 
But  widi  much  greater  reafon  may  we  trufl  the  fuccefs  of  d 
war,  in  fame  degree,  to  the  troops  of  Hanover,  as  they  an 
die  only  foreign  forces  againft  which  die  arj  aKata  abprf 
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F  ao  face.  Thej  are  foreigners,  indeed,  as  they  are  born  ia 
^  coantrjt  and  governed  by  laws  diflferent  from  ours ;  but  tbey 
B  UbjtSb  of  the  fame  prince,  and  therefore  naturally  fight  under 
■e  coaunands  they  have  the  fame  intereft  with  ourfelves  in  the 
t  conteft,  Aty  have  the  £ime  hopes  and  the  fiime  fears,  they 
Mi^tid  diemfielves  equally  to  their  Sovereign  by  their  bravery, 
an  netiliec  difcover  cowardice  nor  treachery,  without  filtering 
•  poniibment  that  can  be  feared  by  our  native  troops,  fince  their 
i£k  muft  be  cenfured  by  the  Cune  prince,  of  whofe  approbatioa 
ire  equally  ambitious,  and  of  whofe  difpleafure  they  are  equally 

L 

;  So  the  troops  which  any  neutral  prince  might  furnrih,  there 
d  be  reafon  to  fear,  diat  either  for  larger  pay,  or  upon  any  cafual 
fie  that  might  arife,  they  might  be  withdrawn  from  our  fervice 
i  they  were  moft  needed,  or  transferred  to  the  enemy  at  a  time 
I  his  diftrcfs  might  compel  him  to  oiFer  high  terms,  and  when 
bre  there  was  a  near  profpecl  of  an  advantageous  peace.  But 
e  troops  of  Hanover  no  fuch  fufpicion  can  be  formed,  fince  they 
oc  engage  againft  us  without  rebelling  againft  their  prince  i  for 
naoc  be  imagined,  that  his  Majefty  will  fight  on  one  fide  as 
kor  of  Hanover,  and  on  the  other  as  King  of  Britain }  or  that  but 
flKhv^  die  fuccefe  of  his  own  arms,  by  furniihing  the  troops  of 
over  CO  die  rarmiw  of  this  kingdom. 

dmclbre  appears  very  evident,  that  we  have  more  to  hope  and 
from  die  troops  of  Hanover,  than  from  any  other ;  fince 
the  &me  reafon  with  ourfelves  to  defire  the  fuccefs  of  the 
m  of  Hungary,  and  to  dread  the  increafing  greatnefs  of  the 
ich  ;  and  that  they  can  be  fufpeAed  neither  of  treachery  nor  de- 
It  is  not  very  confifient  with  that  candour  with  which  every 
to  diQmte  on  public  affairs,  to  cenfure  thofe  meafiires 
:h  hmve  been  propofed,  without  propofing  others  that  are  more 
Ue$  for  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  promote  the  bufinefe  of 
pabGci  aor  do  I  know  why  he  that  employs  his  (kgacityonly 
it,  ibould  imagine,  that  he  is  of  any  ufe  in  the  national 


bat  I  fliall  hear  many  objcdions  againft  the  ufe  of  tfaele 
p^  mod  dttt  on  this  queftion,  virulence  and  ri  iicule  will  be 
■fCOfloyed.  But  for  my  part,  I  (hail  be  VmIc  r.ffcAed  either 
i:Aefaa^tsr  diat  ma/  be  /aifed  by  fomc,  c:  \r.^  .??a\7^tivcvovi^fiBa^ 
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may  be  expreiled  by  others,  but  fliall  t 
thefe  mearures  till  better  fliall  be  propofed} 
uoops  ought  to  be  retained,  unlcfs  it  can  he 
may  be  had,  who  may  be  iefs  dangfsroiis,  or  of 

Mr.  Pitt  then  role  up,  and  fpoke  in  fubftaoctt  as  ihnaw> 
If  the  Honourable  Gentleman  determinea  t0  jbi»do»  his  p 
icjitiments  as  ibon  as  any  better  i  rafiires  mc  prapofadp  I  caoM 
bcitcvc,  that  the  miniftry  will  very  quickly  be  dtpoved  of  ok  d 
ablcil  defenders ;  for  1  think  the  i  leaiures  whick  have  kilhcm 
purfued  fo  weak  and  pernicious,  that  fcaroel j  anj  akeniMM  c 
propofcd,  chat  will  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation. 

He  has  already  been  informed,  that  there  was  no  neccfiiy  «f  I 
auxiliary  troops,  fince  it  does  not  yet  appear,  that  either  jiiii 
policy  required  us  to  engage  in  the  quarrels  of  the  contineni 
there  was  any  need  ot'  forming  an  army  in  the  Low  Conaln 
that,  in  order  to  form  an  army,  auxiliaries  were  nccdlary. 

But  not  to  dwell  upon  difputable  queftioas,  I  think  it  may  be 
concluded,  that  ihe  meafures  of  our  miniftry  have  been  iil  cooc 
becaufc  it  is  undoubtedly  wrong  to  fquander  the  public  money  wi 
cffc«5l,  uiid  to  pay  armies  only  to  be  a  fliow  to  our  Incnds,  ud 
to  our  cncinics. 

The  iroops  of  Hanover,  whom  we  are  now  czpeAed  to 
marciiL-^l  into  t!ic  Low  Countries,  indeed,  and  ftiU  rcmaia  i 
fimc  place ;  ihcy  marched  to  the  place  moft  diftant  from  cm 
leaf!  in  danger  of  ut\  attack,  and  moil  ft rongly  fortified,  if  ant  i 
had  been  dcii^iK-d  ;  nor  have  any  claim  to  be  paid,  but  dui 
left  their  own  country  for  a  place  of  greater  fecurity. 

It  is  i^Iwaysi  rcafonablc  to  judge  of  il^  future  by  tlie  paft »  acid 
fore  it  is  rcoioiuble  to  conclude,  that  the  Icr vices  of  thetc  s 
will  not,  next  year,  be  of  equal  importance  untfa  that  for  wtxict 
arc  now  to  be  paid  i  and  1  Ihail  not  be  lurpnaed^  though  tht  s 
ncnts  ot  th-j  mimftry  flxMjld  be  challenged,  after  fiich  aoothcr  gia 
campaign,  to  propoiie  better  men,  and  flumld  be  told,  that  tbr ■ 
of  this  nation  cannot  be  more  pio^Krly  vmpioyed  than  i»  h 
Hanoverians  to  esit  and  deep. 

But  to  prove  yet  more  particularly,  thu  better  mcaliirea  mi 
taken,  and  that  more  ulcful  trogps  may  be  retained,  and  thai  A 
fbie  the  Honouf^ble  Gciulenu:i  may  be  expedci  to  qiac  ihii 
whvtn  Ac  flow  aiih:rt^,  I  A\4'ii  {hcw^  Uui  ui  hix'ins  the 
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i^vehave  dbfiru^d  our  own  defigns;  that  we  have,  inftead 
i^g  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  withdrawn  part  of  her  allies  from 
id  ihai  we  have  burthened  the  naxion  with  troops,  from  whom 
ice  can  be  reafonably  expcded. 

advocates  for  the  miniftry  have  on  this  occafion  afFe£ted  to 
f  the  balance  of  power,   the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  and  the 
ibon  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  not  only  as  if  they  were  to 
chief  care  of  Brirainj   which,   though  eafily  controvertible, 
perhaps,  in  compliance  with  long  prejudices,  be  admitted,  but 
hey  were  to  be  the  care  of  Britain  alone  ;  as  if  the  power  of 
:  were  formidable  to  no  other  people,  as  if  no  other  part  of  the 
would  be  injured  by  becoming  a  province  to  an  univerfid 
chy,   and  being  fubje<^ed  to  an  arbitrary  government  of  a 
I  deputy,  by  being  drained  of  its  inhabitants,  only  to  extend 
iquefts  of  its  maiicrs,  and  to  make  other  nations  equally  mife- 
and  by  being  opprefled  with  exorbitant  taxes,  levied  by  military 
ions,  and  employed  only  in  fupporting  the  ftate  of  its  oppreflbrs. 
dwell  upon  the  importance  of  public  faich,  and  the  neceffity  of 
9&  obfervation  of  treaties ;   as  if  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  had 
igned  by  no  other  potentite  than  the  Kijig  of  Britain,  or  as  if 
iblic  faith  wcr:  to  be  obligatory  to  us  only. 
It  we  fhould  invioliibiy  obiL-rve  our  treaties,  and  obferve  them, 
k  every  other  nation  dioulJ  difrei^ard  them ;    that  we  (bould 
an  example  of  fiuclity  to  mankind,  and  {^and  firm,  though  v:c 
I  ftand  alone  in  the  pr::.dticc  of  virtue,  I  (hall  readily  allow; 
ncfiore  I  am  far  from  advifing  that  we  (hould  recede  from  our 
ktions,  whatever  wc  may  iuftcr  by  performing  them,  or  neglcwl 
pport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  however  we  may  be  at  pre- 
nbarraficd,  or  however  inconvenient  it  may  be  toafTertit. 
t  furcly  f(.-r  the  fume  realbn  that  wc  obferve  our  own  iripula- 
we  ought  to  incite  other  powers  like  wife  to  the  obfervation  of 
I  at  IcaA  not  con;ribute  to  hinder  it.     But  how  is  our  prcfent 
A  agreeable  to  thcfe  principles  ?  The  Pragmatic  Sanction  was 
mcd  not  orJy  by  the  King  of  Eritain,  bui  by  the  £le£lor  like- 
4  Hanover,  who  is  therefore  equally  obliged,  if  treaties  confU* 
lUigation,  to  defend  the  fioufe  cf  Aufhia  againft  the  attacks  of 
Bfeign  power,  and  to  fend  in  his  proportion  of  troops  to  the 
It  of  the  QuKcn  of  Hungary. 
11^  U.  S  V^Vt-vVtt 


7owiKitcan  wc  impute  this  negligence  of  cmtie«,  th 
of  jufUcr,  thi«  dcfc^l  of  companion,  hut  to  the  pcrnicio^ 
of  tholif  m-n  who  have  adviled  his  Majefty  to  hire  to  B: 
troops  wliich  he  flioiiM  have  cmpfoycJ  in  the  afEflance  of 
of  Hu!V/irv;  tor  ii  !S  nni  to  he  inij:;incd,  that  his  M-ijcft' 
or  k'ls  r«*a'.!  !  >  JMii  i.l'  ws  King  of  Uiicain,  th.:n  j'^  k!:: 
novcr ;  or  ih.it  he  woiil  1  no:  h:ivc  lent  hi*  propoxiion  o:  r:« 
Auililan  vT*u\\  hiid  rot  t^L*  tcmpiaticns  of  greater  pron 
dullrtotillv  I  :i.i  !?.-!•  irc  him. 

K:it  thi<;  i>i  not  fill  th:.t  may  he  iir^cd  agaiiift  this  condut! 
we  iirair-r.f,  »h;u  ihr  pi'.vcr  of  Fiance  is  Icfs,  or  that  hen 
Kf-  loir.i!»i  li'li-  ri»n.'.:y>'.  i  ilnn  to  Britain  ;  nor  is  it  Icfs  xu 
thi"  fcrurirv  c.f  H.  ::ovtT,  ih.it  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  (h» 
rOahlinieii  I!)  ir«  idrmcr  ^'.r.>  ulctir,  and  enabled  tofuf«port  ti 
of  Furcpc  3|;.iin(l  liic  br^lJ  attcn:pts  fur  univcrfal  moiurc^ 

If  thereto!  L-  oi.r  vili'.l.ip.c^i  be  an  nA  of  honeflv,  and  i 
conrcr.ti'jMCi-  i»f  trv-tic^,  why  may  it  not  cq'jJIy  be  r^quif 
novcr  ?  And  if  it  vc  a?i  acl  of  ^'tMicroflty,  wny  Ihould  ! 
:'.^o:ie  be  obli;!c>l  to  l.tcrii;rc  her  own  i.iiwTcll  to  that  of  o 
why  (hou!i!  the  Lic:«ur  of  Hanover  cx<.;i  rus  hberality  at  ti 
of  Ijriuin  ? 


19.}  H  A  »  O  V  ERIAN       TROOPS.  259 

Decefiary  to  mention.  I  doubt  not  but  mod  of  thofe  who  fit 
Houfe  can  recollect  a  great  number  of  inftances,  from  the 
le  of  part  of  the  SwediQi  dominions,  to  the  contra£l  which  we 
m  called  upon  to  ratify.  I  hope  few  have  forgotten  the  memo- 
lipulation  for  the  HeiEan  troops,  for  the  forces  of  the  Duke  of 
ibuttel,  which  we  were  fcarcety  to  march  beyond  the  yerge  of 
wn  country,  or  the  ever  memorable  treaty,  of  which  the  ten- 
is  difcovered  in  the  name ;  the  treaty  by  which  we  difunitcd 
es  from  Auftria,  deftroyed  that  building  which  we  may  per- 
ow  endeavour,  without  fuccefs,  to  raife  again,  and  weakened 
Y  power  which  it  was  our  intereft  to  ftrengthen. 
dwell  upon  all  the  inftances  of  partiality  which  have  been 
,  to  remark  the  }'early  vifits  that  have  been  made  to  that  de- 
I  country,  to  reckon  up  all  the  fums  that  have  been  fpent  to 
dize  and  enrich  it,  would  be  at  once  invidious  andtircfome; 
;e  to  thofe  who  are  afraid  to  hear  the  truth,  and  to  thofe  who 
willing  to  mention  facls  diihonourable  or  injurious  to  their 
f'y  nor  (hail  I  dwell  any  longer  on  this  unpleafnig  fubje£):  than 
re(s  my  hopes,  that  we  fhall  not  any  longer  fufFer  ourfclves  to 
ived  and  opprcflcd  ;  that  we  (hall  at  length  perforr.i  the  duty  of 
refentatives  of  the  people,  and  by  refufmg  to  ratify  this  con- 
hew,  that  however  the  intereft  of  Hanover  has  been  preferred 
miniilers,  the  Senate  pays  no  regard  but  to  that  of  Britain. 
Horace  Walpole  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :— 
hough  I  have  long  coiifuicrcd  the  mercenary  fcribbiers  of  dif- 
»n  as  the  difgracc  of  the  kingdom  and  the  peft  of  fociety,  yet 
lever  fo  fully  fcnhble  of  their  pernicious  influence* 
fc  hitherto  imagined,  that  the  weekly  journaliils  and  the  occa* 
ximphletecrs  were  tnc  uracks  only  of  the  lowcft  of  the  people  ; 
It  all  thofe  \vho:n  thv:ir  birth  or  fortune  has  exalted  above  the 
and  introduced  co  a  more  extenfive  converiation,  had  con- 
them  as  wrctclitrs  compelled  to  write  by  want,  and  obliged 
re  to  write  what  wtU  mofc  en^^age  attention,  by  flattering  the 
>r  the  malignity  of  numkinu  ;  and  who  therefore  propagate 
ds  themfelves,  not  becaufc  they  believe  them,  and  diiTeminate 
p  not  becaufe  they  art:  of  any  party,  but  becaufe  they  arc  eithipr 
1  to  gratify  thofe  ihi^t  employ  them,  or  to  amufe  the  public 
lovclties,  or  difturb  it  with  alarms,  that  their  works  may  not 
(regarded^  a;:d  d:cir  labour  be  fpt  ni  in  v&in. 


people. 

Of  this  deteftable  pamphirt,  I  know  not  the  author,  aor  I 
defcrves  chat  any  enquiry  ihuuIJ  be  made  afer  hinit  uccpl  b 
clamation  that  may  let  a  price  u|xin  his  head,  and  offin'  the  i 
v*:ird  for  difcoverin^  hi:r.»  as  is  given  tor  die  coiiviction  of  y 
Id's  criniiii-.ti :  ivu  c;in  I  tliii  k  ihe  lenity  of  the  government 
bediiiiii^iLfh^d  troiii  fupin^i.ctsanJ  r.c^li^cnce,  while  libels 
are  dilpericd  o::L'n!y  in  thr  Arrets  and  fold  in  (hops  wiliMMtf 
without  danger,  while-  i'  J  tion  is  profefTtdly  procnoced,  and 
or  fcncimencs  very  nca:!/  bordering  upon  treaibn^  pnp^g/m 
out  difcuife. 

'riickrilibltfr  *A  this  \v:«.k':J  trcacife  has  endeavoured  eo 
the  principles  of  his  M-mciV/'s  fjiihfu)  fubjcAfl,  not  only  by 
the  memo; y  uf  th'j  I.:?  Mi/.^,  whcfc  juliice,  humaxiity, and  ii 
arc  generally  icviicneci!,  hut  by  niiinuatirtg  likcwile, that  oui 
nio!l  i^r^ciuu)  Iovcli^mi  has  adt>p:cd  the  fame  fchtoies  ; 
dc^vouri  to  ar^r^r.l'i:.'  iIa:iuvL-r  at  the  expence  of  Britain  i 
the  me.-if;:rcs  that  huve  been  c^ken  with  regard  to  the  af&ir 
continent,  have  b.-.n  contrived  with  no  otiier  view  than  thai 
vancin;^.  thj  intc:c!':,  cn'jr^ing  the  Iniunds,  and  incrcafing  d 
of  the  Ilanovcruii  Tciritorics  ^  he  ducUrcSy  that  Britain  I 
llecitvi  h'.  the  rtilJcr  ot  Haiiovcr,  and  Chat  the  nation  u^ 
(iiviJc*  :::!  J  tvv'u  ::.^:e  iMi:2<.f:te  arJ  iirrcnncileaUe  partiet,  t 
jTtiiiittrbLJ  th.:  p:j'.-.i:c  ;*t:ac-.\  l^iitjna  .ind  Hanoverians. 

'J'ha:  he  hLmic!.,  w!i«.»c\Li  he  h^,  lor^sfor  thofe  times  of 

and  co.'iiuUon,  m'.v  Vc  eai;.y  belie',  vd,  and  the  number  of  tl 

have  t;.'.  fi«mL  w:!Ik-s  wiih  i.inifetf,  i>,  1  fear,  too  great  {  but 

thvir  hitpes  v>\\\  n.z  be  ciicuura^^rJ,  nor  their  dcligns  prae 

*t}..&  iiujiej  and  iliui  n^iie  \.t  ihcfc  wlio  arc  cntmAcd  lo  i 
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RiCry,  will  fuffer  tliemfclves  to  be  miiled  bj  fuch-  wicked 


VtroBNT  then  fpoke  to  this  efTeil: — Sir,  I  know  not  for 
(on  die  Honourable  Gentleman  has  thought  it  convenient 
[  the  deliberations  of  this  Houfc,  by  exp«itiating  upon  th« 
and  malignity  of  a  pamphlet,  of  which  the  author  is  un- 
of  which  no  man  has  attempted  the  vindication,  and  which, 

diligently  difperfed,  or  however  generally  credited,  appears 
had  no  great  influence  upon  the  nation,  nor  to  have  pro- 
y  efie£h  that  might  give  juft  occafion  to  fo  tragical  an  outcry^ 
es  as  vehement  and  bitter,  as  if  the  trumpet  of  rebellion  had 
sdcd,  as  if  half  the  people  had  taken  arms  againft  their  gn« 
as  if  the  commonwealth  was  on  the  brink  of  diflolution,  and 
ere  in  full  march  againft  the  metropolis. 
p2unphlct,  with  the  reft  of  the  people,  I  have  read ;  and 

am  far  from  thinking,  that  the  ccnfure  of  that  Honourable 
an  can  make  a  defence  ncceiTarv,  fince  indeed  he  has  con- 
Imieif  with  invedlive  inftead  of  argument,  and  whatever  he 
)prove,  has  confuted  nothing :  and  though  I  have  no  parti- 
ifon  for  expofing  myfelf  as  the  champion  for  this  author, 
he  may  be,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  affirm,  that  I  read  fome 
with  convi^lion,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  they  require  a 

anfwcr  from  thofe  which  have  been  yet  oflfercd ;  and  that 
:ffions  which  have  been  made  upon  the  people,  will  not  be 
}j  clamour  and  rage,  and  turbulence  ar>d  menaces,  which 
Jt  only  the  perfon  of  the  writer,  but  muft  leave  his  rcafons 
jI]  force,  and  even  with  regard  to  his  perfon,  will  have  very 
£1;  for  though  fome  men  in  power  may  be  offended,  it  will 
fy  to  quote  any  law  that  has  been  broken  by  him. 
is  occafion  I  cannot  but  animadvert,  I  hope  with  the  fame 
rom  the  Houfe,  as  has  been  obtained  by  the  Honourable 
in  v.'hom  I  am  now  follov/ing,  upon  an  expreffion  in  fre- 

among  the  followers  of  a  Court,  whenever  their  meafr.res 
red  with  fVirit  and  with  jiirtice.  The  papers  which  they 
infiite,  and  which  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the 

fupprelfing,  are  alierted  to  borJer  upon  treafon  ^  and  the 
re  threatened  with  punifhments,  when  they  have  nothing  to 

a  reply. 

S  3  ^  Treafon 
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Treafon  is  happily  defined  by  our  laws  >nd  therrfvt  ntiy 
miy  know  when  he  is  about  to  commit  it,  and  avcid  the  dltf 
punifliment,  by  avoiding  the  a£t  which  will  expofe  him  tok 
with  regard  to  the  borders  of  treafon,  I  believe  no  man  w3I  w 
tend  lo  fay  how  far  they  extend,  or  how  foon,  or  m-idi  bo« 
intention  he  rr.av  tread  upon  them.  Unhappy  would  be  the 
who  (hould  be  puniflicd  for  horAerln^  upon  guilt,  of  which  thd 
herders  arc  to  be  dilated  at  pleafure  by  his  judges.  The  li 
hitherto  fjppofcd  every  man,  who  is  not  fiuiitj^  to  be  hamn 
now  we  find  that  there  is  a  kind  of  medium  in  which  a  mail  i 
in  danger  without  guilt,  and  that  in  order  to  (ecuritr,  a  new 
of  caution  is  become  neceiTary ;  for  not  only  crimes,  but  the  1 
of  crimes  are  to  be  avoided. 

What  improvements  may  be  made  upon  this  new  fyf^em,  I 
the  borders  of  treafon  may  reach,  or  what  pains  and  peni!! 
defigned  for  the  ^srAT**'?,  no  degree  of  human  fagacitt  can 
vs  to  forefee,  Perhsps  the  borders  of  royalty  may  become  £k 
as  well  as  the  bori!er>  of  treafon  criminal ;  and  as  every  plii 
pcnfioner,  and  mini  iter,  may  be  faid  to  border  on  the  Court*  a 
fanctitv  mav  be  communicated  to  his  character,  and  he  :hat  lai 

mm  ' 

or  opiHifts  h'm,  may  border  upoTi  trralbn. 

To  di'.'mifs  this  cxprelTTon  with  the  cf»nrmpt  which  't  tftt'-r 
not  without  the  ftflr,nifin^  which  'i  r-irurjlly  rxr-tr*,  I  fiu 
obferve,  ihr.i  all  c\:ci.f;.'n  of  the  power  of  the  Crown  nuft  1 
g«roi.«  t!>  11?  ;  and  ihat  whocvrr  cn('c.-\nurs  to  fiinl  out  new 
c\    ^utit,    is  to  be   h'Oii^Lc!   (\"i,  not   a<   a    good   lubject,  but 

H:;\iv  th!j'  ?hciv?\  »!'?t  tK-  CL'iTuje  prn«!ifi— i!  a;3":irt  t?i»  pj 
:.  -J  ■  :::.:'.^''\-  .v  il  •■  :■  •..fn.rrutc,  I  ihjil  '.  c  nurc  in  rr^' ,ii-.* 
C'f  ?;i'.-  uiV'.iiiitrs  w!.;  ;;  h.-vr  hr.i'i'!  l!:c  lir  illciDjn  :i"  •  ^ 
f'.::".  Af'^.:t!or.^  vJi-i'i  I  r.i:u.iir  U  fi.;v'.^i.  j  to  ?.;\o.::,  ii.'v.t 
tht  V  Mil  l.t  be  f.illo,  r.nd  \vh:th  I  (•:•  •  jr»:i!ucc  \.\  xhw  i':*r 
foiiic,  wh  im  ;:it;:  iK-«i:'.ri*  n»..kc  rtwijU:..:.:(.J  ^::h  fs^li-c  «u. 
cr:  "Jt'-;  J.  f  f  cc.:.tu?ir  ;;  ih.m. 

!r  J!"  jfi-.'trd,  :hat  li.*  KviAn  r.:'-r.*r  :.-»  have  trearrJ  all  cii 
rrr"!*  w  ;h  (•«rttmjr.  ai.d  to  havr  piirfiirif  .-'li  tr!e*r  fchro 
t^r  fa.nr  rrnJ".  \r.ct  as  if  thrv  r.-J  :  \^  » iher  er.cmv  to  fear  d 
f-vr-  (A   Aijli:  a;   litis  iS  :nuceu  ih»  *  .-.awz^z  f'.  iVj  ka:::  r.  no 
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r  councils  and  of  our  arms  fo  much  diminiihed,  to  find  the 
a.«faich  lately  gave  law^  to  Europe,  fcarcely  admitted  to  friend* 
or.  thought  worthy  of  oppofition  in  enmity,  to  hear  that  thofe 
•»  which,  in  the  days  of  our  former  Moiiarchsy  (hook  the 
ps  of  the  continent,  are  pafled  by,  without. fear,  and  without 
i»  b/  armies  marching  againft  their  allies,  thcfe  allies  in  whofe 
ffaey  formerly  fought  in  the  field.  But  the  truth  of  the.aflertion 
.plain  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world  ;  and  .thofe  whofe  intereft 
f  be  to  conceal  from  their  countrymen  what,  is  known  to  all 
Dntincnt,  may  rage,  indeed, -and  threaten,  but  they  cannot  deny 
ar.^what  enterppze  have  we  hitherto  either  prevented  or  re- 
I?  What  could  we  have  done  on  one  fide,  or  fufiered  on  the 
I  if  we  had  been  ftruck  out  from  exiftence,  which  has  not  been 
cd,  or  not  done,  though  our  armies  have  been  reviewed  on  the 
pent,  and,  to  diake  yet  a  better  (how,  lengthened  out  by  a  line 
teen  thoufand  of  the  troops  of  Hanover, 
iaaflerted  in  the  fame.treatife,  that  the  troops  of  Hanover  can- 
6t  againft  the  King,  and  that  therefore  they  are  an  ufelefs  bur- 
to  the  State,  that  they  compofe  an  army  of  which  no  other 
i  will  be  found  but  that  they  eat,  and  eat  at  the  cxpence  of  Bri« 
This  aflertion  is  indeed  fomewhat  more  contcftable  than  the 
cr,  but  is  at  leaft  credible ;  fince  if  we  may  be  permitted  on 
as  on  other  occafions,  to  judge  of  the  future  from  the  pail,  we 
conclude,  that  thofe  who  have  let  pafs  fuch  opportunities  as 
enemies  have  in  the  height  of  contempt  and  fecurity  prefented 
icin,  will  hardly  ever  repair  the  effects  of  their  condud,  by  their 
ery  or  a£tivity  in  another  campaign ,  but  that  they  will  take  the 
df  Britain,  and,  while  they  fatten  in  plenty,  and  unaccuftomed 
enccj  look  with  great  tranquillity  upon  the  diftrcfles  of  Auftria, 
in  their  indolence  of  gluttony,  ftand  idle  fpeclators  of  that 
^  by  whicti,  if  it  be  fuffered  to  roll  on  without  oppofition,  their 
halcyon  territories  mud  at  laft  be  fwallowed  up. 
he  laft  aflertion  which  I  (hall  extract  from  this  formidable 
pUet,  is  more  worthy  of  attention  than  the  former,  but  perhaps 
be  fuijpeSed  to  border  more  nearly  upon  treafon :  I  (hall  how- 
yeature  to  quote,  and,  what  is  ftiU  more  dangerous,  to  de- 
it* 

ie  prapofed  that,  inftead  of  fquandering  in  this  time  of  danger 
gf-tbe  public  upon  tr$>ops  of  which  a\%  2X\i^^  ^o>^\- 


•      # 


Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  we  icnow  that  it  will  be  app 
great  purpofes  for  which  the  Senate  granted  it,  the  etlabii 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  tiie  reprciTion  of  the  Houfe  of  I 

This  propofal,  however  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
I  take  the  liberty  ot  recommentim^  to  the  confiderat! 
Houfe,  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  efl>:>flu4l  method  cf  prel 
remains  of  the  'jrtatnels  of  the  Hcu'."-'  ot  Auftria,  h  is  w 
that  thefc  troops  are  hired  at  a  rate  which  they  never  exprf 
tiiat  levy  money  is  paid  for  forces  levied  before  the  comn 
of  the  bar£3in,  ihat  thoy  nrr  paid  for  a  "tin;:  a  long  time  1 
bc^an  to  march,  an  J  ciiut,  tincc  thty  appeared  coconfider 
as  tngac:ed  in  ti.c  ^;u;:rrci,  their  m.^rch  has  been  their  i 
lormance,  amaiilinot  a  :Ji::l(  the  iiicrrv,  but  from  bim 
in  which  there  %^  js  n<Mhin&;  to  fear,  nor  any  thin;:  f^  c 
and  therefore  I  thirk  it  caimrt  be  denied,  that  the  publj 
might  hnvt  Ih-iti  I'ftrtr  trrpWiyed. 

The  lAinc  l^m  rc::ii::cd  to  ne  Queen  of  Hungary,  wi!! 
10  *iire  a  much  crca:cr  nux.ber  ot  troops  out  cf  her  o 
nions,  triiops  of  uhofe  cour.it^e  ibe  can  hive  no  doub%  : 
Adeliry  will  be  ftrrngthcncl  by  Cwrarrton  ir.tcreft  and  nai 
tirtii;  tTiKips  ihat  will  fl^ht  like  men,  dtrcniirnc:  their  wr.z 
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poflrffion  of  th«ir  own  territories ;  for  it  is  to  be  rc- 
chu  tber  tre  now  fighting  only  for  a  remote  intereft, 
ther  will  not  hazard  miich ;  a  firm  refiftance  will  esfily  in- 
to wait  for  fome  more  fsvourabk  opportunity,  and  there 
e  then  leifure  for  forming  our  rae?/ures  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
V  opportunity  may  never  be  oiiered  them. 
:  of  the  prefent  fcheme,  what  effect  can  be  expected  but  igno- 
mnd  (hame,  difgrace  abroad,  and  beggary  at  home  ?  To  this 
ce  what  limits  can  be  fet  r  When  is  there  to  be  an  end  of 
^  troops  who  are  not  to  march  againft  our  enemies  ?  as  they 
Z  all  times  be  of  equal  ufc,  there  vi'ill  he  at  dl  times  the  fame 
I  for  employing  them,  nor  can  there  ever  be  imagined  lefs  need 
t  troops,  than  in  a  time  of  war. 

ED  therefore  afraid,  that  in  a  (hort  time  the  Hanoverians  may 
ler  Britain  as  a  tributary  province,  upon  which  they  have  a 
to  impofe  the  mainten:;nce  of  (Ixteen  thoufandmen,  who  are 
ctnployed  only  for  the  defence  of  their  own  country,  though 
ffted  at  the  expence  of  thi^.  I  am  aFrzid  that  we  (hall  be  taught 
lagine,  that  the  appearance  of  the  Hanoverians  is  neceflary  in 
«n  country,  perhaps  to  check  the  infolencc  of  the  fons  of  free- 
wlio  without  fear  border  upon  trcnfon.  I  am  afraid,  that  his 
ttj  or  his  fucceiTor  may  he  advifed  by  fycophants  and  (laves  to 
die  guard  of  his  perfon  to  the  trufty  Hanoverians,  and  advifed 
lee  no  conhdcnce  in  the  natives  of  Britain. 
IT  my  part,  I  think  it  a  ver)'  wife  precept  by  which  we  arc  di- 
1  to  obviate  evils  in  the  beginning;  and  therefore  fince,  in  my 
sn,  the  influence  of  Hanover  muft  be  deflruclive  to  the  royal 
y,  and  detrimental  to  thofc  kingdoms,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
ir  it  by  voting  againft  any  provifion  for  thefc  ufclcfs  mcrcc- 
I,  and  declarini^  that  I  (hall  more  willingly  grant  the  public 
J  to  any  trdops  than  thofc  of  Hanover. 

ifd  PERcivALfpckc  ncxtas  follows: — 3ir,Ilookupon  ihcqucf- 
low under  your  confideraticn,  to  vary  very  little  in  reality  from  that 
i  was  d,:oat7d  here  the  firft  day  of  this  feffion.  The  principal 
in  the  debate  of  that  d2\\  was  the  fame  with  that  which  is 
s^ularly  the  deb?.te  of  this,  fVkcthsr  the  Hanm-crian  forca 
'Jr  ttth?:  inti  Britifh  pay  ? 

\  Ifliould  dicn  have  offered  my  fentiments  upon  this  (\iieftion^ 
fwber  Gcndemzn  had  not  delivered  my  knSc  vii  fo  rcvisJtw 


^ir,  there  ;Lrc  tluic  principal  con fiJi- tuitions  in  this  qucii 
Whether  wc  arc  tnalhii  il.j  Houk-  ot  Auftiia  aiiJ  bkUiKi 
at  .1!,  uy  or  ik<  ?  'i  \w:\  \v:;cl!:cr  wc  ou^lit  tu  do  it   with 
ic'.\.L  :  A:iJ  \Ai\)\  W'hvih'.:  :hc  ILnovcriaii  troops  (hould 
|uii  Cii  thai  tuu'C  ? 

As  to  the  ii:!i  confiJL'rjiijn*  a  new  iluilrinc  has  been  { 
inv:uii:2icJ  lur  lunie  niuiuhs  |uit,  tiiat  it  i^  ot'  no  imporu. 
nation  what  nuy  h.ipj  en  0:1  :hc  cunur.Lnt^  that  th;i  cou 
an  iil^uid  inircnLhcJ  within  i\>  own  natural  bounJarica,  it 
iccure  and  iiuconccrncd  in  aii  tl;c  ilonn&  ot'  the  red  of 
This  dotitrinc,  incontiticnt  aN  it  is  with  all  licnU:  and  re 4 
trary  as  it  \>  to  the  UDivcilal  piinci]-Jcs  ot'  pohcy  by  uhid 
tion  hath  hern  ^o\crncJ  tVom  the  tonqueii  tu  ihi^  hui 
0{'*.*nly  prui'olUd  ar.d  a\owi'd  hy  many  wahoat  thfic  « 
ihi'irh  no  I'tun  h.:s  vet  Viiitined  to  {»\vn  this  opiiuon  ^u 
dinciiy  in  thi.<  I  Ionic,  \Lt  Uuiic  CitMicniLn  c\ea  hcx< 
inaiiiL.Mii  it,  ui..  .i  :!ii'y  ar.,uc,  that  ia  no  caic  this  nat.o: 
atiiil  fir  l'.i[-.{ir:t  tr.t.  I ..'.-..-. e\*  nt  yow'r  wiihcut  the  concur  re 
P.'.ih.  1  .lis  i^iivi^  ip£\;tul>!)  ii»  {  iihl.iLt  ti»c  Uu:c  t'aul 
r:...i>  ;  •  rh^s  (t.i:i::iv  to  iIl'^^m:.!  \.\  ji\  Wl/AzivI^  to  Lc  a  p 
ii'  .  A:\d  i  and  I  1.1  ncc  u<'uiJ  tluM  r.wc   no  more   10  du  1 
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a  diverfion  in  the  great  aUempt  they  had  long  intended* 
Lttscked  the  Carthaginian^,  a  maritime  power,  potent  in 
icnfely  opulent,  pofiefled  of  the  trade  of  the  whole  world, 
Ucd  miftrefs  of  the  fea.     Yet  thefe  people,  who  enjoyed 

purfued  no  commerce,  and  at  the  commencement  of  their 
re  not  mailers  of  a  fingle  ihip,  at  length  prevailed  againft 
'  upon  their  proper  element,  beat  and  deftroyed  their  fleets, 
eir  dominions,  and  fubdued  their  empire.  From  whence, 
t  conclude,  that  we  cannot  wholly  rely  upon  our  iituation, 

folely  on  our  naval  power ;  and  I  may  venture  to  reafon 
axiom,  that  this  naticn  mujl  contribuU  to  fuPpcrt  the  Hafi 

and  tbi  balana  offswer  in  feme  degree. 
xt  queftion  that  occurs,  is,  in  what  degree  we  ought  to  do 
irhether  we  fhould  do  it  with  our  whole  force  ?  Takintr, 

our  footing  here  upon  this  axiom,  that  we  muft  contri* 
in  fome  degree,  and  taking  farther  to  our  aid  the  rea- 
thofe  Gentlemen,  who  think  it  a  work  of  fuch  extreme 
nd  aimed  def])erate,  the  natural  and  evident  conclufion  can 
is,  that  as  we  mu(V  do  it,  fo  we  muft  do  it  with  the  titmcji 
d  with  cur  whole  force. 

me  now  to  confider,  whether  the  Hanoverian  troops  (hould 
art  of  that  force  r  There  arc  feveral  conilderations  previous 
cilion  of  this  queftion.  Firft,  whether  they  are  as  cheap  as 
forces  we  can  hire  ?  Then  whether  they  are  as  good?  Next 
hey  are  as  propcTly  Jit uated ?  And  whether  they  are  as  much 
^§dupon  ^  If  as  to  every  one  of  thefe  particulars  theanfwer 
nade  in  the  affirmative,  1  think  it  will  go  very  far  tode- 
he  queftion  now  before  you. 

the  firft,  that  they  are  as  cheapo  nay,  upon  the  whole  much 
the  eftimates  now  upon  your  tabic,  notwithftanding  any 
fufficiently  demonftrate. 

iey  ere  as  goody  what  man  can  doubt,  who  knows  the  cha- 
cbe  German  nation  ?  What  man  can  doubt,  who  knows 
don  of  his  Majefty  to  military  difciplinc  ?  Thofe  Gentle- 
kaft  pretend  to  doubt  it,  who  fometimcs  do  not  fpare  re- 
ipoa  that  attention  which  they  infinuate  to  be  too  great, 
thefe  troops  are  not  properly  Jituated^  will  be  hardly  af- 
diis  tkiie,  when  they  are  a£lually  now  in  Flanders,  and  now 

with  our  troops.     Let  an)  muu  coi&v^t  ^^ 
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map  of  Furop?,  ler  h'm  obfenre  the  die  wv^  uri  1 

t  evir!«n?1y  fee,  that  ivhcth'-r  their  fen  let  ic  reqaind  ill 

whfrrhcr  upon  rtw  Rh?n-r,  '^r  in  the  heart        Gcrmuiy,  in  • 

^  of  thrfe  cafes,  the  f-Iinr.vcr.:in  forces  are  as  frwftrfy  arnm^ 

1  fuuaten  ai  cnj  frvc^f  in  Ei'^^z^^f, 

I;  remains  in  ihc  lai:  place  to  examine,  Whtihwr  men  tfl 
cmn  ht  hitUr  defended  9ip3K\  ar.d  I'urc  nnchiiig  can  be  won 
rhan  that  we  nvu y  rely  with  more  fecuricy  an  thcfr  than  m 
Thxy  src  fabjccts  of  the  £ime  prince,  and  of  a  prince  kA 
all  his  fubjects,  and  accufcd  by  ihoie  who  differ  in  wA 
front  me,  of  being  partial  againil  the  intereft  of  his  Gem 
nions.  Unk'&,  therefore,  wc  arraign  the  firft  principle  of 
a  free  government  can  be  fupporic^  anJ  without  whkh  e« 
cife  of  arbitrary  power  would  be  worriintL-d,  wc  muii  a! 
fuch  a  people  will  be  faithful  to  fuch  a  prince,  will  defend  hi 
ilrict  fidelity,  and  fupport  his  quarrel  with  the  utmoft  aeal 
seal  which  can  never  be  cxpe^ed  from  the  mercenary  trooj 
ether  foreign  power. 

Thifc  nnturally  leads  us  to  enquire  what  other  troops  wi 
pend  upon  ;  the  anfwcr  to  thi<  enquiry  is  fliorl  and  pol'itive 
■ft'airs  now  fland  abroad,  wc  C2n  Jc^xnd  upon  none  hut  1 
us  carry  this  conridtration  with  us  in  a  furvcy  ot  aI\  Kuro| 
«Y  ttth  iHt9  our  pay  iO,r,oo  cf  /'/  DiUhf  Would  this  be  li 
of  brinrring  [ir.ll:ind  int<»  alliar-.cc  wiih  us?  ^Vo'ulJ  they  ac 
own  I'^rH-ro-,  u.iuid  thry  cxeri  Jhcir  own  propei  force  *  W 
|>.iv  till  ir  own  r:  •j:':  \\\  p:il  cif  th  •  cr*!T.'m  ct:;e^  when  l\ 
T*".-  v.  x'fw  T'  ■'.  ')  '■■•■.  Mr  thir'i  ?  'I  hfy  w<»uid  a-^t  l»kc 
■'  iV  \  .1  '.  .'■/  //  .(I  /.•■  D.iT'.rN?  Is  tl.rrc  a  (icntle.TTij 
if  ii!  ■,  who  ;<  niji  ^i::;*. :;:iid  t**..*  \W^  jv»wrr  h:i^  K^m  wa 
l'>'»ic  litnc  p.'fl,  low.T'.i^  I  lie  i:  freft  of  Kr.i'Cr  ?  When 
1".  U  :.':.  p'  \a  \\\c  \..\\  mli.::.  r,  did  they  not  liirL'.ive  u«  ' 
ni»i  iVL'ii  nti:.L'  iim.Tfh  '  N.^y  t.'Mhcr,  are  they  not  in  ^11  >| 
n->w  u;«i»n  ilur  |>f)ini  ot'  Ikihi  rnijilotcd  in  a  quiirrcl  ot  tb 
•:  i',.i:;:ri.'l  \\\  nS-.i.h  thcv  uili  hate  i.tcA  of  all  their  force. 
;•  •;  ••..-4-  SaXfp*^  •  ,\r\  Hoii(*ui^l'l(*  ( tcmleman  fecmcJ  tot 
t'l-  ir  t*"  i\  he  Tt^mr  ]^>fn«Mliiv  c.t  tlii*,  snJ  perhaps  there  may 
w^''^  \\\'  Kiiif!  cif  i*ru{)ia\  views  rrc  knnwn,  ami  th?  pait 
reiblvL' T't  '  1;  lilt  Saxonv  is  (tiiunly  liow  toi»  much  e* 
anu  £.'iniio(  :...l   i  *  be  aUrmcd  ai  hib  growirj  power^  at  i 
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cf  his  arauef,  and  the  fecret  and  vaft  Jefi^ns  which 
B  to  mcdlute.  This  meafure,  therefore,  is  not  pra^tcabie 
picfeiu  conjimdiire }  that  eleflorate  cannot  hazard  its  own 
B  tbcfis  precarious  circumftances,  by  lending  out  fo  great  a 
its  troops.  Would  Gentlemen  advife  the  hire  of  Pruffian 
x»  fcrvc  us  in  this  coojundure  ?  They  who  do  advife  it,  muft 
the  part  (b  lately  a£led  by  that  prince,  and  the  variety 
with  regard  to  his  dificrent  aliies  within  the  fpace  of 
B  lail  years.  I  fliall  guard  mylelf  in  my  expreffions^  and 
m  a  proper  nfpcEt  in  difcourfing  of  fo  great  a  charaSer ;  but 
ifcy  dius  much,  that  the  miniftry  would  act  with  great  impru- 
ta  put  the  iafety  of  the  Britifli  troops,  and  to  rifque  the  fate 
axar*  upon  the  event  of  fuch  a  meafure.  I  need  not  (ay 
for  it  is  not  yet  proved  to  us,  that  this  prince  would  (I  wi(h 
pas  no  reaibn  to  believe  he  would  not)  lend  us  this  body  of 
l^  though  we  fliould  be  difpoftd  to  take  them  into  pay.  The 
ismtsni^  tttrefore^  new  alone  ronain -^  2iid  indeed  Trom  theni  we 
dy  xcighr  procure  a  greater  nunribcr ;  btit  I  leave  it  to  the 
est  of  anv  man  of  fenfe  and  ci:;doar,  whcrher  any  mir.ifter  or 
iboo  could  warrant  the  employment  of  16,000  Swlfs  in  this 
ti  For  when  we  reflect  upon  the  hriiatir.n  ot  thcfe  provinces, 
it  with  that  of  our  Uri:i:li  tro?:^s  \\\\o  ?.re  now  in  Flan- 
is  \;fibie  that  they  muft  pais  40c  n.:!^-  uj  jn  the  borders  of 
fisinked  by  the  itiong  n'.JCw-5  ui  i  r:i,.cc,  daiing  their  whole 
I,  expoled  to  the  garrifons  a::  J  ar:r»:cs  ;  no.;  that  frontier,  bv 
I  it  can  never  be  fuppofrJ  thi:  they  v.-o-jid  be  fuffcred  to  psl's 
lefird,  when  France  niuf:  u\  v..!'.  i:::o,v  the  intention  of  their 
h  to  be  for  no  other  end,  b-Jt  fj  make  ?.  conjunction  with  oUier 
sin  the  Britifli  pay,  in  order  r.^rcrv/irds  to  ir.va  jc,  cr  at  leaft  to 
the  views  of  that  kino^orr.  v.-::i;  their  ur.  tji  force. 
reafoni,  i>ir,  prove  in-.  iiiciMy  f,  n-ic,  v  :::  i:  v/e  are  to  aHift 
of  Auftria  hy  an  snr.y,  w,  :r.v::  r\  pr»j.l.:  .e,  niiy  of  ne- 
y,  in  part,  conipoi"-:  liiat  r.riiy  cf  iiij  li?.^  jv?r:r-.:i  troop;. 
<  yet  there  is  another  ft:fe  of  :;.'":  a-::lt!on,  •::i  alternative  of 
h  iboie  gentlemen  fecm  very  f.-rJ,  /;*.v.r/..r  ;;  'j.ytld  r.zt  he  hcztcr 

his  opinion  at  hrft  fight  is  cvticmeiy  p!-»u;V  1- ;  if  the  C^iecn  of 
gpry  has  been  able  tn  do  fo  it.sch  v.i: ;  an  sii  •.:  5  "o,?:"^/.  whir 
tftvBVCbe  able  to  co  with  a  m.lli^ii  invrc  :  Sir,  a  miiiion  more 

\\  c  u!d 
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would  hy  no  mczn?  anfwcr  in  the  fame  pr  tioa.  Vikm 
given  her,  which  with  the  beft  oecono  c  fufice  hum  I 
troops  in  mciion,  when  the  enemy  is  at  r  vcrj  gaicH  in 
immediate  ilake,  there  can  be  no  room  for  a  miwpplira 
But  a  fum  fo  immenfe  as  that  of  a  millioo  and  a  haI4  wvi 
the  eyes  of  a  court  fo  little  ufed  to  fee  fuch  fuma ;  and 
Bourable  Gentlemen  [Mr.  Horace  Walpole]  long  verM 
aiiairs,  and  well  acquainted  with  thefe  matters*  told  you  u 
debate,  would  be  much  of  it  fquandcred  among  the  Auftriai 
and  favourites.  I  make  no  fcrupic  to  add  lo  this  <iuc  I 
part  might  fail  to  the  (hare  of  miniAers  eilewhere.  BiK  thi 
tfacr  danger  which  Gentlemen  who  contenJ  for  this  meafi 
confider  :  can  they  who  profcf^  a  duLruA  of  all  Wimftcrs 
ticularly  thofc  who  arc  now  emplu\ed  at  home;  they  wSo 
argued  aeai^il  Jl  .otes  of  credit  upon  this  pimciplr,  loar 
an  oppoicuniiy  to  rnir.itlcrs  of  dcffwiiJii;^  inc  fc:%u>r,  ard  < 
lark|;e  funis  into  the  yiiu:  af  the  crown,  ut  into  thc:r  ^::r*Zi 
czii  they  now  .t.  ul-  I'.-r  t::i»  mtJiu:*.-,  wn.«.h  I  m.-v  1%  > 
would  be  in  ctu-Jt  :hc  mtiil  eni^rnu  u*)  vote  cif  crii.it  !hj 
^iven  in  the  woriii :  i.;c..:A-:ut'n  :i.i::ij^:e,  that  chc  uL;  :^ 
verian  forces  into  B:i:iih  prv,  i^  a  ti.T.ina!  cunip-iua:KC, 
onlv  to  cbntirm  a;*.  ::.:j:i;  ..:.ii  ;.  tt):!(.T;n«!  aiimi..iiixaiion. 
much  2 renter  a.*.  ".:><  toi  !.."jh  .i  yn^^  itV,  woulii  2i\  u'.tirnatif 
uri'o.'J?  Suppoir  d  njii.rur,  uiit'ir'n  i:i  n.ii  IKW  acquirru 
in 'ji&tidte  hi.T.fi  t*  u-i:;i  Tik  :  i;..i;.,  liii  uM  p:ooo!.:  a  U'oer 
|:icriith  the  coffL:s  r:  ...  •.:.'. :.\:\u^  » :•.  i  i.:^,  I'qvianJciCJ  ir 
purp«*U>,  that  r.  »  :::  :.  l..  ill  luvr  i:i-  J.irJii.c!s  to  come 
ment,  or  dare  lu  h.\  :  .:  i.i  : '.  ;  ^^  ,:  I',  .ui^-  if 'uiar  ir»:v 
this  HouL"  ?  W.  ::  i  -.c:-..  li  c  ,'i.  i  r».'  Jc-. ..".  1  ov  I'jch  a  m.w 
frii,  fo  iii>  li:?:  j^  «  ii  i.--  c.\-i:.  :v.  i:.^:i  uvsr  For  ut>o 
ihut  (iH.ir  i  It  I.  ..,■  oj  u  ;P  ir  »^i-j.;i  ui  iij.ijirv  mic 
duccd,  i:i  t:»c  c-vii  tu  :i  i.i  wii!,.ii  :  i.-  n  .*•  liav.  j*,  i.i  accept 
a:.J  :o  ^.\c  a  it.^  r"  .:*  J«  !  :  »!  :  .■  \m.  i.c  ''ti:i  •  Mowcou' 
\ciit  iiik  un. :*;::.....  4'^  if  t...^  r,,..J  Kjia'Cvii  ii^'O  c;)urt*' ' 
«.«ly,  thrrc;-  ;.-,  -.:;.:  •.    :     .■  li  ...  ;  ^:.^j^Q,'.  o-i  of  i«i  «a^ 

Oi««    1    Wilt   ■'-  :      ■  .   ••  ■    t*..^..!i     .^    .  ..'    •    .k .«!   b*  Ui*     lasiilC    111    ir« 

diltd  i  nirCiiK.;.:  1  ...      iji.:  :  .  .: c;  1m1^  ,t,   i:    i   c«j  :;^ 

OClcC^t  li*w.  k  I    ■   >.  ,  «   w  b>.i.i -•    ..  •     a     ]  ■  \.>.-v  Ilk,   ••)     tcin 
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in  Auftria  double  the  number  of  troops ;  yet,  if  no  more 
that  money  (hould  be  applied  (as  I  have  ihcwn  great  reafon 
fhat  it  would  not)  to  the  ufes  of  the  war,  it  is  evident,  that 
Id  deceive  yourfelves,  and  would  have  but  an  equal  number 
itregular,  undrfciplined,  and  much  worie  troops  for  it. 
Ar«  there  is  yet  a  ftronger  argument  againft  the  fupply  in 
ily.  What  are  our  views  in  fupporting  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
or  views  are  general  zni  partictdar\  general^  to  fave  the 
Attftria,  and  to  preferve  a  balance  of  power ;  particular^  to 
the  French  from  making  any  further  acquifitions  on  this  fide 
ers.  The  lirft  might  pofiibly  be  anfwered  in  a  good  degree, 
;  that  Princefs  an  equivalent  in  money ;  but  the  fecond  can-  ( 
ecuiely  provided  againft,  without  an  army  on  this  fide  of* 
in  the  Britiih  pay.  Sir,  is  it  not  natural  for  every  one  of  us 
i  our  vital  parts,  rather  than  our  ntoie  remote  members  ? 
t&ot  the  Queen  of  Hungary  (ftipulate  and  condition  with  her 
leafe)  apply  the  gr^teft  part  of  thefe  fubfidies  in  defence  of 
inions  in  the  heart  of  Germany  ?  Might  it  not  even  induce 
niarge  her  views,  and  to  think  of  conqiiefts  and  equivalents 
:  (he  has  already  loft,  which  it  might  be  vain  and  ruinous  for 
pport  her  in  ?  Would  (he  not  leave  Flanders  to  ihift  for  itfelf, 

0  be  taken  care  of  by  the  Dutch  and  Britain  ?  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
ce  fhould  find  it  no  longer  pofTiblc  to  make  any  impreiSon  on 
ritories  on  the  German  fide,  what  muft  we  expe£l  to  be  the 
lence  ?  I  think  it  very  vifible  Ihe  would  on  a  fudden  quit  her 
ire  and  deftru<3ive  projedh  on  that  quarter,  and  there  only 
n  a  defenfive  war,  while  (he  fell  with  the  greater  part  of  her 
t  once  upon  the  Low  Countries,  which  would  by  this  mcafure 
Uy  unprovided  ;  and  (l^c  might  there  acquire  in  one  campaign, 
my  poiSbility  of  making  head  againft  her,  (which  the  Dutch 
lardly  attempt,  and  could  certainly  not  alone  be-  able  to  effect) 

ihe  has  been  emleavouring  for  the  Lift  century  to  obtain,  and 
9  union  of  powers  could  be  ever  capable  of  regaining  fiom  her. 

1  will  be  efteAually  pre\'emed  by  an  army  paid  by  us  on  this 
Europe  \  an  army  ready  to  march  to  tiie  borders  of  her  conn- 
d  to  intercept  her  fuccours  and  fuppUes  for  the  Gorman  war ; 
f^  ready  to  proteil^he  petty  ft.ites,  whc^fe  intereft  and  inclina- 
apparently  muft  be  to  declare  for  U5,  and  to  join  their  forces 
^  when  tbc/no  Icngcr  fi::j  the  power  of  ¥r^uc^\  ^iv'aww^ 


weight.  Admit  that  the  funis  raircJ  up«Mi  the  fybject  angiic 
in  Li'iC  one  c.lTc  than  ihc  diIkt,  the  fums  rcnntccJ  out  of  tin 
v.'uuld  be  lahiiilciy  IcU.  Whatever  is  rc;niauJ  to  the 
Iliing«')i}',  is  buricU  isi  the  remoccll  parts  oi  Germany,  aad 
rciuin  to  us  \  whereas  la  a  war  carried  on  by  troops  an  on 
pii  this  fiile,  by  much  the  greater  part  of  the  cxpciue  ret-j 
ag::in  in  p.:rt  by  the  pay  of  officers,  by  iha  fupi^ly  of  pro« 
nccclUiies  in  a  country  exhauiled  by  armicf,  ammuiution« 
horus,  cl.>tiiing,  accoutrements,  and  4  muicitude  of  ochi 
which  I  nL;:J  not  enumc;4;e,  becauk  cxpeiience,  which  ia  it 
ic^foucr,  fuily  provcvi  u  in  tnc  cxaaipic  of  ths  IsJt  wv,  m 
clufion  of  which,  nuiwt'.hnaaoing  the  prodigious  Aims  ex 
at,  this  lution  lelt  no  icniVuic  clTccl  from  a  dimimicion  c 
rent  fpvcie. 

^ir,  1  was  prtparirJ  to  !:jvc  (ptskcn  much  more  br^cly  u 
je£l,  but  my  ililcuuitc  lu^  jiicady  been  d.awn  to  a  vrrca 
than  1  imagine  J,  !:i  ::  ..z\:w  upon  the  argument  di  js  tar 
therefore,  avoid  irc.ir;i::;;  yju  any  farther  upon  at  at  ite 
ihall  omU  obiei^c,  th  ii  *t\  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  futhcmi] 
iiril,  thut  we  mull  €tf*-.tt  she  Moufe  ol  AuUiu,  and  that  we 
Wiih  all  our  force  ,  next,  that  we  c^:i:iot  do  it  with  moae] 
in  out  with  a  land  ;.iniVi  •md  that  thi^  land  army  cannot  bi 
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in  it  both  with  lefs  inconvenience,  and  with  more  ability, 
k  is  poffible  for  me  to  do. 

which  Mr.  George  Grenville  replied   in  fubftance :-» 

Though  I  am  far  from  thinking  myfelf  able  to  produce,  without 

or  premeditation,   a  complete  anfwer  to  the  elaborate  and 

harangue  which  you  have  now  heard,  yet  as  I  cannot  be  con- 

of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  defended 

Q^  much  fubtiity,  1  flull  at  lead  endeavour  to  ihew,  that  my 

on  is  not  merely  the  effect  of  obdinacy,  a:id  that  I  have 

confidcred  the  propofals  of  the  minlllry,  before  1  have  ventured 

n  them. 

r  we  ought  to  think  ourfelves  indifpenfahly  obliged  to  main- 
ac  all  events,  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent,  to  maintain 
t  allies,  to  maintain  it  againft  a  combination  of  almoft  all 
I  fliall  not  now  enquire ;  I  will  fuppofc  it  for  once  o!ir  duty 
buggle  with  impoifibility,  and  not  only  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 
bia  when  it  is  attacked,  but  to  raife  it  when  it  is  fallen  ;  fallen 
■0*  own  negligence,  and  opprefied  with  the  weight  of  all  the  fur- 
iding  powers;  and  (ball  therefore  at  prefenr  only  enquire,  by 
a  means  we  may  atFord  that  afBilance  wi:h  moil  benefit  to  our 
m^  and  Icaft  danger  to  ourfelves. 

With  regard  to  our  ally,  that  afliftance  will  be  apparently  mod 
antageous  to  her,  by  which  her  ilrength  will  be  moft  increafed, 
I  therefore  it  may  perhaps  be  more  ufeful  to  her  to  find  her  money 
a  troops ;  hut  if  we  muft  fupply  her  with  troops,  I  doubt  not  but 
readily  appear,  that  we  may  cafily  find  troops  which  may  be 
ufe  and  lefs  expence  than  thoi'e  of  Har.ovcr. 
k  has  been  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  convenient  fituation  of 
fe  troops,  that  it  cannot  now  be  denied,  fince  they  are  a£ling  in 
Mders  in  conjunction  with  the  Britifh  forces.  This  is  an  aiTertion 
■hichv  though  it  was  uttered  with  an  air  of  victorious  confidence, 
■gh  it  was  produced  as  an  infuperablc  argument,  by  which  all 
fc  who  intended  oppofition  were  to  be  reduced  to  fxiencc  ^nd  de- 
ll^ oiany  objections  may  be  made,  which  it  wi:I  require  anocher 
equally  elaborate  to  remove. 
the  troops  of  Hanover  are  now  acring  in  coRJundlion  with 
,  I  know  not  how  any  man  can  alUrm,  unlefs  he  his  re- 
mi  inlelligence  by  fome  airy  meflcngers,  or  has  fome  fympathetic 
ivonication  with  them  not  inJuIged  to  the  iel\  ot  m^rvV\Tv^« 
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None  of  the  accounts  which  have  been  brought  hrdicr  of  ikti 
of  the  continent  have  yet  informed  us  of  any  adion,  or  tttSki 
sL&ion  -,  the  Hanoverians  have  indeed  been  reviewed  in  coaja 
with  our  forces,  but  have  hitherto  not  A7/i-,  nor  have  ike  : 
yet  cemented  tlic  alliance  by  any  common  danger,  or  (knm  yi 
they  are  friends  otherwife  than  by  flecping  and  eating  togcifc 
eating  at  the  expence  of  the  (ame  nation. 

Nor  am  I  at  prefcnt  inclined  to  grant,  that  either  anny  i%  i 
where  it  mav  be  of  mod  ufe  to  the  Queen  of  Hungarr;  C 
now  loiter  in  a  country  which  no  enemy  threatens,  and  !■ 
nothing  therefore  can  be  feared  ;  a  country  very  remote  from  1 
of  war,  and  which  will  probably  be  lad  attacked.  If  the  afl 
of  the  Queen  of  ilungary  had  been  deftgned,  there  appears  no 
why  the  Hanoverians  (houlJ  have  marched  thither,  or  why  tl 
porunt  conjuncliuii  (hould  have  been  formed,  fince  they  mi: 
much  lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  expence,  have  joined  the  Aw 
and  perhaps  have  enabled  thenv  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  F 
and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  army  which  wa<  fent  to  the  n 
Prague.  But  this  march,  though  it  would  have  been  ic(s  t 
would  have  been  mere  dangerous,  and  would  not  have  bcc 
confident  with  the  dcfigns  of  thofe  who  are  more  dcfirou* 
celving  wages  than  of  dcftrving  them  ;  nor  ii  it  Itkelv,  th. 
who  required  levy  money  for  troops  already  levied,  an  J  w 
mnndcd,  that  they  ihould  be  paid  a  Inng  time  be  A  re  they  l^ 
march,  would  hurry  them  to  ac^io.i,  or  endeavour  to  p:^z  a 
to  r>  gainful  a  :r:.dc  as  that  of  luring  troops  which  ;i:c  re-; 

'I'his  conduct,  however  vifiMv  abfjrd,  I  am  verv  f^r  f  o 
put  ill'*  either  to  c:).vjri:iec  or  ignor.m^rc  ;  fur  there  is  ir. 
I'.iipc^t,  that  iliey  marcLcd  ir.to  rl.  nJ^rs  or.ly  bccaule  thcv  co 
appear  in  anv  oi!;er  p'.*cc  as  He  allies  of  the  <^iccn  or  Ih 
Wiil.ciut  exiJohng  their  Sovereign  to  ir.c  imperial  interdtci. 

It  iN  thrreff»re  imi  only  crrl.iin,  that  thrfe  irr.op^,  thefc  briaf 
irT*.|>or:..nt  ircuip^,  have  not  \e:  lern  of  a::v  u:.* ;  but  probi^ 
no  u!c  :n  ructi.ied  i%>r:i.cm«  and  that  the  (v\c  view  of  thofc  «1 
iftroduceJ  them  into  our  t'ervice,  is  to  pay  their  court  by  cc 
Hanover  with  the  fpoils  of  Britam. 

Thar  th*s  is  in  reality  their  mtention,  appears  from  the  el 
to  which  an  appeal  i\a&bcci\  (o  cqi^cmX")  m^<,  but  which, 
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ompared  with  a  contr:ift  made  for  the  troops  of  the  fame  nation 
I  laft  war,  will  (hew  how  much  their  price  has  rifen  fince  their 
feign  was  exalted  to  this  throne ;  though  I  cannot  find  any  proof, 
lieir  reputation  has  increafed,  nor  can  difcovcr  from  their  anions 
iiidcrs  any  reafon  to  believe,  that  their  fervices  will  be  greater. 
is  now  to  little  purpofe  to  enquire,  whether  there  are  any  other 
5  that  could  have  been  more  properly  employed,  fince  it  is  cer- 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  general  character,  or  the  late  conduA 
!icr  nations,  it  is  the  intereft  of  Britain  to  employ  rather  any 
5  than  thefe,  as  any  evil  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  animofities 
€n  our  Sovereign  and  our  fellow- fubje£ls  ;  and  fuch  animofities 
inevitably  arife  from  this  deteftable  preference  of  the  troops  of 

bequeftion  was  carried  by  67,  the  Ayes  being  260 ;  Noes  193. 
iffiilr  %7as  again  debated  with  vehemence  upon  the  report  on 
ajr,  December  13,  1742,  upon  a  queftion,  whether  the  levy 
f  fhould  ftand  part  of  the  general  queftion,  which  was  carried 
'  Aw  230,  Noes  177.] 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

Ftbruary  i,  1742-3. 

rdir  §f  the  day  fir  taking  into  tonjidtration  the  fiveral  EJlimates  of 
Cberge  tftbt  Forces  in  the  Pay  of  Great-Britain  was  read^  upon 
\ch  £#ri  Stanhope  rofe  up^  andfpokeinfubftance  as  follows: — 

r  Lords,  I  have  always  underftood,  that  the  peculiar  happinefs 
t  Britifli  nation  confifts  in  this,  that  nothing  of  importance  can 
dertakes  by  the  government,  without  the  confent  of  the  people 
ofentcdby  the  other  Houfc,  and  that  of  your  Lordfhips,  whofe 
poflelBons,  and  the  merits  either  of  your  anceftors  or  yourfelves, 
pven  joa  die  privilege  of  voting  in  your  own  right  in  national 
RatlDoSa 
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The  advantages  of  this  conftitudon,  the  iriif  vhich  ilc 
upon  the  nation,  and  the  reflraint  which  it  li  upon  convpt  i 
ters,  or  ambitious  princes,  are  in  tfaemfelvei  too  obvious  lo  d 
explanation,  and  too  well  known  in  this  great  ASewMr^  by 
anceftors  they  were  originally  obtained,  and  prefervcd  at  the  fa 
hazard  of  life  and  fortune,  for  me  to  imagine,  that  I  can  Bttki 
cither  more  efteemed  or  better  underftood. 

My  intention,  my  Lords,  is  not  to  teach  others  die  fcgaid 
the  conftitution  of  our  government,  or  the  happineis  of  At 
demands  from  them,  but  to  (hew  bow  much  I  regard 
by  endeavouring  to  preferve  and  defend  them  at  a  time 
them  invaded  and  endangered. 

Upon  the  examination  of  the  eftimates  now  before  us,  I 
think  it  neceOary,  my  Lords,  that  every  man  who  values  i 
Ihould  exert  that  fpirit  by  which  ii  was  at  Arft  eiUbliihed  ^  dn 
man  Ibould  roufe  from  his  (ecurity,  and  awaken  all  his  vigihc 
all  his  seal,  left  the  bold  attempt  that  has  been  now  made  (ki 
it  be  not  vigoroufly  repreflcd,  be  an  encouragement  to  tb 
dangerous  incroachments ;  and  left  that  fabrick  of  power  flu 
deftroyed^  which  has  been  erected  at  fuch  expence  and  with  i 
hour ;  at  which  one  generation  has  toiled  after  another,  and  a 
the  wifdom  of  the  nioft  experienced  and  penetrating  ftatcimc 
been  employed  to  perfed  its  fymmetry,  and  the  induftry  of  d 
virtuous  patriots  to  repair  its  decays. 

I'he  firft  objefi  which  the  ellimatcs  force  upon  our  obfenrj 
a  numerous  body  of  foreign  troops,  for  the  le\y  ahJ  pra 
which  a  very  large  fum  is  demanded  ;  and  den:andvd  at  a  una 
the  nation  is  to  the  laft  degree  cmbarraflcd  anJ  oppretled,  wh 
engaged  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  empire,  aiiJ  Jmotl  ovcru 
with  the  debts  th^t  were  contracted  in  t'urmcr  confederacies  ;  ^ 
is  engaged  in  a  war,  not  tor  the  recovery  ot  Uirgoctcn  claims* 
the  gratification  of  reftlefs  ambition,  not  fur  the  confiimp 
exuberant  wealth,  or  for  the  difcharge  uf  i'jp;*iP.uou>  inhAbitaoi 
a  war,  in  which  the  mod  important  interci^f  ure  let  to  haas 
by  which  the  freedom  of  luvigation  mull  be  cither  eflablilked< 
a  war  which  mutt  determine  the  fovereignty  of  the  occaa,  di 
ml  commerce,  and  the  ftate  of  our  colonies ;  a  war,  in  wh 
nay  indeed  be  vidiorious  without  any  iocrcafe  of  oitf  icfi 
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:h  we  cannot  be  defeated  without  lofihg  all  our  influence 
;n  powers,  and  becoming  fubjed  to  the  infoience  of  petty 

ireign  troops  are  hired,  at  a  time  like  this,  it  is  natoral  to 
they  have  been  procured  by  contradis  uncommonly  frugal ; 

nation  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  lavifh  in  a  time  of  diftrefs. 
il,  my  Lords,  to  exped  that  they  (bould  be  emjdoyed  in 

of  the  utmoil  imporunce ;  becaufe  no  trifling  advantage 
icite  a  people  overburthened  with  taxes,  to  opprefs  them* 
any  new  expence  ;  and  it  may  be  juftly  fuppofed,  that  tbefe 
:  hired  by  the  advice  of  the  Senate ;  becaufe  np  minifter 
>ofed  fo  hardened  in  defiance  of  his  country,  in  contempt 
,  and  in  difregard  of  the  public  happinefs,  as  to  dare  to  in- 
eigners  into  the  public  fervice,  in  profecution  of  his  own 
emes,  or  to  rob  the  nation  which  he  profefles  to  ferve^ 
f  increafe  the  wealth  of  another. 
1  confideration  of  this  eftimate,  my  Lords,  all  thefe  ex« 

however  reafonable  in  themfelves,  however  confiftent 
eclarations  of  the  wifeft  ftatefmen,  and  the  praAice  of 
es,  will  be  difappointed ;  for  it  will  be  found  that  the 
hich  we  are  now  to  ratify  theprovifions  for  their  payment^ 
at  an  expence  never  known  on  the  like  occaiton  before^ 
lation  was  far  more  able  to  fupport  it ;  that  they  have  yet 
»yed  in  no  expedition,  that  they  have  neither  fought  a 
beiieged  a  town,  nor  undertaken  any  defign,  nor  hindered 
s  been  formed  by  thofe  againft  whom  they  are  pretended 
n  raifed  ;  that  they  have  not  yet  drawn  a  fword  but  at  a 
r  heard  the  report  of  fire-arms  but  upon  a  feftival;  that 
ot  yet  feen  an  enemy,  and  that  they  are  pofted  where  no 
kely  to  approach  them. 

my  Lords,  is  not  the  circumftance  which  oughf,  in  my 
oft  ftrongly  to  afFe£t  us ;  troops  may  be  raifed  without 
>yed,  and  money  expended  without  efied ;  but  fuch  mea- 
gh  they  ought  to  be  cenfured  and  rectified,  may  be  borne 
f  extraordinary  degree  of  indignation.  While  our  confti- 
ains  unviolated,  temporary  lofles  may  be  eafily  repaired, 
Rtal  mifcondudt  fpeedily  retrieved ;  but  when  the  public 
Bfrioged,  when  the  miniftry  afiiime  the  power  of  giving 
rojpcrties  of  the  people,  it  is  then  nectfiax^  to  tuxl^xvuxw^ 

T  3  comtccva 
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common  Jcgrre  of  vigour  and  refcntmcnt ;  it  U  »  ntaSuj  n 
the  incroachmcncs  ot'  lawlci's  power,  ai  Co  oppofe  the  loncM 
deluge;  whicli  may  be  perhaps  refiUcd  at  (irfl',  but  from  whxi 
country  that  is  once  overwhelmed  by  it,  cannot  be  recovoed. 

To  raife  this  ardour,  my  Lords,  to  excite  this  laudable  rckoK 
I  believe  it  \viil  be  only  ncccflarvto  obfervc,  tiiat  thofe  uoq(s 
raifcd  witiiout  the  advice  or  the  confent  of  the  Senate  ;  that 
burthen  has  been  laid  upon  the  nation  by  the  defpotic 
miniftcrs,  and  that  the  demands  made  for  their  fuppori  may  I 
to  be  a  tax  laid  upon  the  people,  not  by  the  Senate  but  b?  ifat< 

I'hc  motives  upon  which  the  miniflry  have  aAed  on  this  01 
arc,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  difcovercd,  and  indeed,  there  a^pcu 
littk  core  to  conce4l  them,  fuch  at  no  fubject  of  this  Crow 
dared  ti  proceed  upon  before  ^  they  are  Aich  as  the  Ai\  of  SettL 
that  a£k  to  which  our  Sovereign  owes  his  title  to  this  Yhrooe, 
fur  ever  to  have  excluded  from  Britilh  Councils. 

1  ihould  proceed,  my  Ix>rds,  to  explain  this  new  OMchod  < 
porerifliing  our  country,  and  endeavour  to  (how  the  prmcipk 
Vfhich  it  arifes,  and  the  end  which  it  muft  promote.  But  ion 
den  indifpofition  obliges  me  to  contract  my  plan,  and  coiKluik 
fooner  than  1  intended  with  moving,  **  That  an  humb!c  Adii 
prefented  to  his  Niajclly,  to  bcftecb  and  advife  his  Majcdr,  tki 
fidering  the  exccflivc  and  grievous  expences,  incurred  by  the 
number  cf  foreign  troops  now  in  the  pay  of  Cirtac-Britam  (ei 
fo  increatcd  by  the  extra<»rdinary  manner,  as  we  app:ch« 
nuking  the  clliinatcs  relating  thereunto,  and  which  do  not  ap 
us,  conducive  to  tiic  end  prupofed)  his  Majcllv  will  be  gn 
}'lcafcd,  m  co!npj:lion  to  his  people  loaded  already  with  fu 
nierous  and  heavy  taxc««  I'uch  large  and  growing  debts,  arvi 
annual  cxpenccs  than  this  nation,  at  «ny  time,  ever  before  lut 
to  cxoixrate  his  tubjects  oi  the  charge  and  burthen  of  thote  mc 
rics  whu  were  taken  into  our  fervice  lail  vcar,  without  the  ad 
conic nc  of  Parliament.*' 

Lord  Sandwich  fpoke  next  in  fupport  cf  the  motion  to  1 
lowing  eiTrcl  :<^-My  Lords  Though  1  hear  J  the  noble  Lord  * 
much  pleafurr,  that  I  could  not  but  wifli  he  had  bt*cn  able  to 
hif      itiments  more  fully  U|inn  thi»  imp<irtaiit  ati'air  ;  vet  I  thi 

<ion  fo  reafonable  and  juli,  that  thuugh  he  nu^ht  bave  ie\ 
'  bcyoad  the  dangcc  oi  oppoViUuiv^  ^^u^W  bn:  m^bt  hi* 
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ftiij  argwDeiits  in  defence  of  it,  which  perhaps  will  not  occur 
Cher  Lords ;  yet  I  (hall  be  able  to  juftify  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
Iccitre  the  approbation  of  the  unprejudiced  and  diilnterefted  ; 
efiwre  I  rife  up  to  fecond  it  with  that  confidence,  whicK  always 
Nn  a  confctouibefs  of  honeft  intentions,  and  of  an  impartial 
ifter  truth.  * 

Dcafures,  my  Lords,  which  have  ^ven  occaiion  to  this  mo- 
re been  for  fome  time  the  fub}e£l  of  my  reflcdioos  ;  I  have 
ired  to  examine  them  in  their  full  extent,  to  readied  the 

occurrences  by  which  the  miniftry  might  have  been  in- 
to engage  in  them,  and  to  difcover  the  certain  and  the  proba^ 
x|uences  which  they  may  either  immediately,  or  more  re- 
iroduce ;  I  have  laboured  to  coUcd  from  thofe  who  are  fi^ 
be  moft  acquainted  with  the  fiate  of  Europe,  and  die  fcbcme 
[b  policy  which  is  at  prefent  purfued,  the  arguments  which 
ifiered  in  favour  of  thefe  new  engagements ;  and  have  com*- 
:m  with  the  condud  of  former  ages  upon  the  like  occaiions  ; 
efult  of  all  my  fearches  into  hiftory,  all  my  converfadon  with 
is  of  every  party,  and  all  my  private  meditations,  bas  been 
at  I  am  every  hour  confirmed  by  fome  new  evidence  in  the 
which  I  had  firft  formed ;  and  now  imagined  myfeif  to  know 
t  firft  believed,  that  we  are  entangled  in  a  labyrinth  of  which 
6  to  be  fccn,  and  in  which  no  certain  path  has  yet  been  di£-< 
\  that  we  are  purfuing  fchemes  which  are  in  no  d^ree  necef* 
ne  profpcrity  of  our  country,  by  means  which  are  apparendy 

to  law,  to  policy,  and  to  juftice;  and  that  we  are  involved 
ugn  quarrel  only  to  wafte  that  blood,  and  exhauft  that  trea* 
uch  might  be  employed  in  recovering  the  rights  of  commerce, 
lining  the  dominion  of  the  fea. 

o&cute  the  war  againft  Spain  with  that  vigour  which  intcreft 
ntment  might  be  expected  to  produce,  to  reprefs  that  info- 
which  our  navigation  has  been  confined,  and  to  punifh  that 

by  which  our  merchants  have  been  plundered,  and  that 
»y  which  our  fellow-fubje^  have  been  enflaved,  tortured  and 
d,  bad  been  an  attempt  in  which  every  honeft  man  would 
isvc  concurred,  and  to  which  all  thofe  who  had  ienfe  to 
heir  own  intereft,  or  virtue  to  promote  the  public  happinefs, 
beeriiiUy  have  contibuted,  however  loaded  with  taxes,  op- 
paift  a  ftandinjr  aimj,  and  plundered  by  ibt  N^iXtoit;^  o\  ^ 


without  advantage,  while  our  moft  important  rights  arc  tc 
to  the  chance  ot'  ha  trie,  why  we  (hould  engage  in  the  d 
other  princes  more  than  our  ftipulations  require,  I  am  tx'* 
difcovcr^  nor  can  I  conceive  what  motive  can  incite  us,  afti 
fuflFered  To  much  from  a  weak  enemy  to  irritate  a  ftronrrr. 

To  the  mea fares  which  are  now  purfued,  were  there  no  < 
gument^  to  be  alledped  a^ninft  them,  I  (hould  think  it,  my 
fuAcient  ohjevfiion  that  they  arc  unneceflary,  and  that  thii 
time  for  political  experiments,  or  for  wanton  cxpenccs, 
think,  that  the  prefrnt  diftrefies  of  the  public  ought  to  rrfti 
Lordfliipft  from  approving  any  fteps  by  which  cur  burthens 
made  more  heavy,  burthens  under  which  we  are  alreadv  fmi 
which  a  peace  of  more  than  twenty  yein  hat  not  conn 
lighten. 

But  that  they  are  unneceflary,  my  Lords  i^  <^^  weakcft ; 
that  can  be  ufi'rrcJ  ;  for  they  are  fuch  as  tend  t:ot  only  to  <  b 
advanceiDCiit  Gt  more  aiivanrageouft  dc-ftgns,  buttubrinp  up 
beavieA  calamities ;  thcv  will  not  only  hinJcr  us  from  mere 
rircngth,  but  will  link  us  to  the  grcaicft  ilr^.ree  of  wcakn 
will  not  only  impovcnih  us  for  the  prciciit,  which  may  be  i 
the  effect  of  utctul  and  bcncficul  dcfigns,  but  may  dcpreiii 
a  nofiibilitv  of  recoverv.  and  redure  ui  in  receive  1aiip«  f« 
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thus  formidable,  neither  the  dominions  are  contradted, 
"ade  impaired,  nor  the  inhabitants  diminiibed.  The  French 
e  no  lers  numerous  than  under  their  late  mighty  monarcln 
tories  are  increafed  by  new  acquiGtions,  their  trade  has  long 
noted  by  the  deftru6tion  of  ours,  and  their  wealth  has  been 
iience  increafed.  They  have  not,  my  Lords,  like  this  un- 
fion,  been  exhaufted  by  temporary  expedients  and  ufdels 
ts ;  they  have  not  harafied  their  merchants  to  aggnuidiie 
:,  nor  thrown  away  the  opportunities  which  this  interval  pf 
afforded  them,  in  the  ftrugglcs  of  faction ;  they  have  not 
tiplying  officers  to  betray  the  people,  and  taxing  the  people 
t  their  opprcflbrs ;  but  have  with  equal  policy,  diligence^ 
;&,  recovered  the  lofles  which  they  then  fuftained,  and 
bemfelves  to  make  another  (tend  againft  a  general  con^ 

I  this  empire,  my  Lords,  arc  we  now  to  be  engaged  in  a 
lout  trade,  and  without  money,  loaded  with  debts,  and  ha* 
h  exa<^ions ;  for  what  confequences  can  be  expeded  from 
ur  troops  into  the  frontier-towns,  but  that  the  French  will 

with  beginning  hoftilities,  and  declare  war  againft  us,  or 
without  a  declaration;  and  that  we  (ball  be  obliged  to ftand 
linft  the  whole  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  while  all 
(It  allies  ftand  at  a  diftance  fpiritlefs  and  intimidated,  or  per* 
:tly  incite  our  enemies  againft  us,  in  hopes  of  iharing  our 
or  of  riAng  on  our  ruin. 

r  it  has  been  allcdged,  and  alledged  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
?,  as  it  is  reafonable  to  hope  nothing  could  produce  but  a 
efs  of  truth,  that  the  Dutch  have  already  confented  to  affift 
is  it  without  regret,  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  declare, 
lilertion  is  nothing  more  than  one  of  thofe  tranfient  vifions 
:h  it  has  been  for  a  long  time  the  cuftom  of  Britifti  minifters 

the  people,  to  pacify  their  clamours,  and  lull  them  in 
one  of  thofe  artifice*  from  which  nothing  more  is  expeSed 
it  (hall  operate  upon  the  nation,  till  the  circumftances  of 
» furnifh  out  another,  which  is  likewife,  in  a  (hort  time  to 
ed  only  to,  make  way  for  new  faUhoods  in  a  perpetual 

ny  Lords,  is  the  art  of  government  difcovered  by  the  won* 
kcttjr  of  modern  J&dtcbxcn  s  who  have  found  cmX^  i^i  vt.  \% 


baubles ;  and  would  readily  conclude,  thiit  our  minil 
ebltged  to  praflife  fuch  fallacies,  becaufe  they  couid  noc  pn 
us  by  motivcf  adapted  to  reafonablc  beings. 

But  if  we  K-flcc^  my  Lords,  upon  the  difTerent  princi 
which  reports  like  thtfe  are  propagated  and  cippoicd,  it  w:l 
difcovered  tint  their  fucccf^  is  not  to  he  imputed  either  t 
art  on  one  fide,  or  uncommon  weaknefs  on  the  other.  ] 
known  that  they  are  promoted  by  men  hired  for  that  pur 
brge  falaries,  or  henefic'al  employments,  and  that  thei 
oppoTed  only  from  a  dcfire  of  dctedinj:  fallhood,  and  adi-A 
public  happincf^:  it  is  apparrtit  that  thofe  who  invent,  \ 
circulate,  and  pcihaps  part  of  ihoTc  who  counteifcit  belief 
arc  incited  by  the  pr^'pcJl  c(  private  iiivantage,  and  i 
profit;  and  that  thr.ic  who  i\r,p  ihcm  in  tluir  c.  rctr  bv  cor. 
9n6  objections,  c^n  prrvjmfe  no  other  benrl-.t  to  thenife'\cs, 
which  tiicv  flt^ll  receive  m  common  with  everr  other  mem  I 
community;  and  thcrrfiirc  whoever  has  fuflicien;Iv  olHcn 
kind,  to  dilcover  the  rralrm  for  which  fclf- inlet  ell  h;s  in  ; 
ages  prevailed  ovi*r  public  fpirir,  will  be  able  to  fee  why  re 
theie  arc  not  always  fupprefTed  by  feafonabic  detections. 

A  minifter  ought  not  to  flatter  himfeif  that  he  has  always 
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B"  I  flnll  without  any  fcrujde  afirm  in  the  prcfence  of  this  auguft 
■emUvy  that  the  Dutch  have  hitherto  appeared  abfolutdy  neu* 
|l|  dnt  thej  have  not  (hewn  any  approbation  of  our  mcafures,  nor 
tnclinadoa  to  affift  us-in  them.  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  di£- 
this  a&rdon  may  be  to  thofe,  whofe  intereft  it  is  that  man* 
fliould  b:Ueve  them  of  no  lefs  importance  in  the  eyes  of  foreiga 
than  in  their  own,  and  ihould  imagine  that  the  remoteft 
of  the  world  are  influenced  by  their  motions,  and  direded 
couniels ;  but  however  they  may  relent  this  declaration,  I 
them  to  confute  it,  aiid  now  call  upon  them  to  (hew  that  tho 
have  engaged  in  any  meafure  for  the  fupport  of  the  Queen  of 

y- 

lace  augmentation  of  twenty  thouiand  men,  which  may  pof- 
be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  their  intention,  ihews  nothing  but 
chej  purfiie  .their  own  intereft  with  their  ufual  prudence  and 
Ifctkw,  and  with  fuch  as  it  is  to  be  wiihed  that  our  minifters 
tfd  condefcend  to  learn  from  them  ;  and  that  they  are  too  wife  to 
tr  die  towns  from  which  the  Auftrians  have,  by  our  perfuafions, 
Urawn  their  troops  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  Thej 
fee  dierefore  fubfiituted  new  garrifons,  but  feem  to  have  no  regard 
k  intereft  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  nor  any  other  view  than 
V«f  providing  for  their  own  fecurity,  waiting  the  event  of  the 
1^"  and  laying  hold  of  any  advantage  that  may  accidentally  be  of- 
Uthem. 

k  may  be  urged  farther  by  thofe  who  are  defirous  to  deceive 
|n»  or  willing  to  be  deceived  themfelves,  that  the  province  of 
■bod  has  pafled  a  vote  for  aiGfting  the  Queen  of  Hungary  witb 
|tty  thoufand  men ;  but  if  it  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  thh 
be  the  general  ad  of  the  United  States,  and  that  e\'ery  province 
in  own  particular  views  to  gratify,  and  its  own  intereft  to  re- 
with  the  general  good,  it  may  be  very  reafoiuibly  fufpeded, 
dii'  affiftance  is  }Tt  rather  the  object  of  hope  than  expedation  1 
juftly  be  feared,  that  before  fo  many  various  difpofitions  will 
kke^  and  fuch  different  fchemes  will  be  made  confiftent,  the  Houfe 
'Auftria  may  be  examined,  that  our  forces  may  be  deftroyed,  and 
annany  enflaved  by  the  French.  Then,  my  Lords,  what  will 
lain,  but  that  we  (hall  curfe  that  folly  that  involved  us  in  diftant 
■fcb,  and  that  temerity  which  fent  us  out  to  oppofe  a  ^owet 
U  we  couMnot  witUhnd;  and  which  incited  us  xo  "9?^^^  ^?t^ 
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treafure  in  foreign  countries,  which  we  maj  qukxly  wM  i 
defence  of  oor  own  i 

It  muft  be  indeed  confefled,  that  if  an  t...  jate  ia  lohe  i 
our  condition,  from  the  condud  of  our  minifters,  the  far 
baufting  our  treafure  muft  be  merely  panic,  and  the  prccc|0 
gality  which  other  States  have  grown  great  bjr  obfenriog,  ai 
abfolutely  unneceflary.  It  may  rcafonably  be  imagined  that  i 
fomc  fecret  mine,  or  hidden  repofitory  of  gold,  which  bo  d 
extravagance  can  drain,  and  which  may  for  ever  (mffij  t 
lavifb  cxpences  without  diminution. 

For  upon  what  other  fuppoiition,  my  Lords,  can  any  maa 
a  defence  of  the  contrad,  by  which  we  have  obtained  for  o 
paign  the  fervice  of  the  troops  of  Hanover  I  What  but  tl 
dence  of  funds  that  can  never  be  deficient,  could  influence 
conclude  a  (lipulation,  by  which  levy-money  is  to  be  paid  f 
of  which  not  a  fingle  regiment  was  raifed  for  our  fcrviccv  c 
prefent  occafion*,  which  were  eftabliQied  for  the  fecunr 
£lcSorate  of  Hanover,  and  would  have  been  maintained,  th 
had  not  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 

What  were  the  rcafuna  which  induced  our  miniftry  to  eon 
forces  of  Hanover,  it  is,  perhaps,  not  neceflkry  to  enquir 
only  motive  that  ought  to  have  influenced  them,  was  the  pr 
obtaining  them  upon  cheap  terms ;  for,  my  LfOrds,  if  the  t 
Hanover  cannot  be  obtained,  but  at  the  fame  expence  with 
Briuin,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover,  why  they  (houlJ  be  p 
I  have  never  heard,  my  Lords,  any  uncommon  inftancrs  oi 
lerian  courage,  that  (bould  incline  us  to  trull  the  caufe  of 
rather  to  that  nation  than  to  our  own  ^  and  am  inclined  ic 
that  Britain  is  able  to  produce  men  equal  in  all  miiitary  t 
any  native  of  that  happy  country ;  a  country  which,  thou; 
thought  worthy  to  be  fecured  by  a  neutrality,  when  all  itu 
bouring  provinces  were  cx(K>fcd  to  the  ravages  of  war,  I  ha 
heard  celebrated  for  any  peculiar  excelleiKies  ;  and  of  whid 
not  but  obferve,  that  it  was  indebted  for  its  fccurity  rath: 
precaution  of  its  prince,  than  the  bravery  of  its  inhabitants. 

This  demand  ot  Ic vy-money  fhocksevery  Briton  yet  more 
on  confidering  by  whom  it  is  required;   required  by  tha 
whom  we  have  raifcd  from  a  fictty  uomiiiion,  (or  which  hoa 
fBid  Co  a  (uperiur  power*,  and  viVv\^V\^9iik^^\^&T^auly  M 
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la  tfae  appearance  of  a  feparate  fovereignty,  becaufe  it  was  not 
th  die  labour  and  expcnce  of  an  invzilon ;  becaufe  it  would 
her  increaTc  riches  nor  titles,  nor  gratify  either  avarice  or  ambi- 
.  J  by  a  family  whom  from  want  and  weaknefs  we  have  exalted 
fc  Throne,  from  whence,  with  virtue  equal  to  their  power,  they 
f  ifliie  their  mandates  to  the  renr.otcft  parts  of  the  earth,  may 
bribe  the  courfe  of  war  in  diilant  empires,  and  di<^te  terms  of 
De  to  half  the  Monarchs  of  the  globe. 

ftcMxld  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  when  a  King  of  the  Houfe  of 
lovcf  furveys  his  natives,  reviews  his  troops,  or  examines  his 
KBue,  beholds  tfae  fplendor  of  his  court,  or  contemplates  the  eau 
t  of  his  dominions,  he  cannot  but  fometimcs,  however  unwil- 
ff^  compre  his  prefent  ftate  with  that  of  his  anceftors  ;  and  that 
m  be  gives  audience  to  the  ambafiadors  of  princes,  who,  per* 
Ig  oever  heard  of  Hanover,  and  dircds  the  payment  of  fums,  by 
fattUeft  of  which  all  his  ancient  inheritance  would  be  dearljr 
dbakd  i  and  reflecb,  as  furely  he  fometimes  will,  that  all  thefe 
ours  and  riches,  this  reverence  from  foreign  powers,  and  hia 
leftic  fplendor,  are  the  gratuitous  and  voluntary  gifts  of  the 
fttf  people  of  Briuin,  he  fhould  find  his  heart  overflowing  with 
iniced  gratitude,  and  fliould  be  ready  to  facrifice  to  the  hp.ppi' 
I  of  his  bene&dors,  not  only  every  petty  intereft,  or  accidental 
Eottion,  but  even  his  repofe,  his  fafety,  or  his  life ;  that  he  Ihould 
lody  to  eafe  them  of  every  burthen  before  they  complained,  and 
■d  them  with  all  his  power  before  they  requeftcd  his  affiftance ; 
t  he  Ihould  confider  his  little  territories  as  only  a  contemptible 
vioce  to  his  Britiih  empire,  a  kind  of  nurfery  for  troops  to  be 
plofed  without  haraffing  his  more  valuable  fubjecis. 
t  might  be  at  leaft  hoped,  my  Lords,  that  the  princes  of  the 
wk  of  Hanover  might  have  the  fame  regard  to  this  nation  as  to 
^frofn  whom  they  never  received  any  benefit,  and  whom  they 
1^  in  realty  always  to  have  confidered  as  enemies,  yet  even  from 
k  krj-money  was  not  always  required ;  or  if  required,  was  not 

ap  received. 

rhae  was  oncse  a  time,  my  Lords,  before  any  of  this  race  wore 

Crown  of  Britain ;  when  the  great  French  Monarch,  Lewis 

Vm  hdag  under  a  neceiEty  of  hiring  auxiliary  troops,  applied  to 

of  Hanover,  as  a  prince  whofe  neceiBtles  would  naturally 

him  to  let  the  Kves  of  his  fubjects  at  a  cYica^  tax.^«  '\>ca 
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Dake,  pleafcd  with  an  oppportunity  of  trafficking  wHi  bm 
Monarch,  readily  promil'ed  a  fupply  of  troops  ;  aiid  tirtnanfc 
money  to  be  paid  him,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  nStfbtt 
Hanoverian  reputation  was  not  then  raifed  lb  highii  ai  1 
French  King  fliould  truft  htm  with  his  money.  Lewis  fii 
and  made  no  fcruple  of  declaring  his  fuQncion,  tint  the  det 
levy-money  was  only  a  pretence  to  obtain  a  fnm  which  woa 
afterwards  be  repaid,  and  for  which  no  troops  wmdd  be  d 
and  therefore  with  his  iifual  prudence  infiiled,  that  the  troof 
firft  march,  and  then  be  paid.  Thus  for  fooie  time  tbe  trt 
at  a  ftand :  but  the  King  being  equally  in  want  of  men 
Duke  of  money,  and  perceiving,  perhap*',  that  it  was  really 
ticable  for  To  indigent  a  prince  to  raife  troops  wtthotit  fen 
niary  afEftance,  of&red  him  at  length  a  fmall  Turn,  which  w 
accepted,  though  much  below  the  original  demand.  Tb 
were  engaged  in  the  fcrvice  of  France ;  and  the  Duke  of 
thought  himfclf  happy  in  being  able  to  amufe  himfelf  at  hi 
With  the  rattle  of  monev. 

Such,  my  Lords,  were  the  conditions  on  which  th?  t! 
Hanover  were  furniflied  in  former  times ;  and  fure!r  wh; 
then  be  produced  by  the  Im'c  of  moncv,  or  the  awe  rf  a 
power,  might  now  be  expend  as  the  eficA  of  grat.t 
kindncfs. 

But  not  to  dwell  any  longer,  my  Lonls,  upon  part'cu'.jr 
ftaiKes  of  meafures,  of  which  the  whole  fchrme  i*  corrrjj 
apparent  intcrcft  of  this  empire,  I  (hail  nor  enquire  iirz} 
auxiliaries  are  employed  on  this  occafion  rather  than  Br.ror 
than  thofe  whofe  bravery  is  celebrated  to  the  moft  diftan;  cc 
the  earth  ?  whv,  if  mercenaries  are  neceflirv,  thofe  of  Hai 
preferred  to  others :  or  why,  if  thry  are,  ii:ifccd,  prefcriMr, 
now  to  be  hired  at  an  hiiihcr  rate  than  at  anv  former  time  '  I 
to  mc  of  far  mere  irrportjnce  to  undermine  the  founJarion, 
baiter  the  fuperftruflurc  of  our  prcfeni  fyftem  of  polir^cs 
j:  I  cater  uic  to  enquire,  m*hy  we  have  cni:3ged  in  a  wir  on  t! 
nent,  than  why  we  carry  it  on  with  ridiculous  profufion. 

It  Appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  there  are  many  reafor 

with  the  fame  circumftanccs,  would  hare  withheld  any  bj 

this  from  fuch  a  dangerous  inter^Ksfttion.     The  Dutch  we 

cootcizt  to  look  on  wi^hgui  a^QO^  ^}:m3i\&^i^  ^R'ttMt  \ 
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m  event,  and  lefa  embarrafled  on  any  other  fide.  We  arc  already 
Iged  in  a  war,  of  which  no  man  can  forefee  the  conclufion ;  hue 
Al  cannot  be  ended  unfuccefsfully,  without  the  utmoft  danger  to 
Boft  important  interefts ;  and  which  yet  has  hitherto  produced 
lofles  and  difgrace,  has  impoveriflied  our  merchants,  and  inti«- 
iled  our  iddiers.  Whether  thefe  loiVes  are  the  effedb  of  weak* 
or  treachery,  is  a  qucftion  which  I  am  not  ambitious  of  endea^ 
ing  to  decide,  and  of  which  the  decifion  is,  indeed,  by  no 
Di  neceflSury  in  the  prefent  debate ;  ftnce  if  we  are  too  weak  ta 
{gk  with  Spain,  unaflifted  as  (he  is,  and  embarrafled  with  dif* 
It  views,  I  need  not  fay  what  will  be  our  condition,  when  the 
le  Houfe  of  Bourbon  (hall  be  combined  againft  us ;  when  that 
»  which  ftood  alone  for  fo  many  years  againft  the  united  efibrtt 
wrope,  (ball  attack  us  exhaufted  with  taxes,  enervated  with  cor- 
KMi,  and  difunited  from  all  allies.  Whether  the  troops  of  Hanover 
affift  us  at  that  time,  I  cannot  determine.  Perhaps  in  the  de* 
Hon  of  the  Britifli  dominions,  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to 
re  a  more  valuable  and  important  country  by  a  timely  neutra* 
^  but  if  we  have  any  auxiliaries  from  thence,  we  muft  then  ne« 
irily  obtain  them  upon  cheaper  terms. 

'  our  inadivity  in  the  European  (cas,  and  our  111  fuccefs  in  tho(e 
kmerica  be,  as  it  is  generally  fufpeiSicd,  the  confequencc  of  per« 
mM  counlels,  and  private  machinations ;  if  our  fleets  are  fent  out 
i  orders  to  make  no  attempt  againft  our  enemies,  or  our  admi- 
eommanded  to  retreat  before  them ;  furely  no  higher  degree  of 
Ineft  can  be  imagined,  than  that  of  provoking  new  enemiea 
W€  we  have  experienced  a  change  of  counfels,  and  found  reaibn 
bee  in  our  minifters  and  ftatefmen  that  confidence  which  war 
lately  requires. 

liis  is  the  conduA,  my  Lords,  which  I  ihould  think  moft  ra- 
lly even  though  we  were  attacked  in  fome  of  our  real  rights, 
diough  the  quarrel  about  which  we  were  debating  was  our  own  ; 
lould  think  the  neareft  danger  the  greatcft,  and  fhould  advife 
under  foreign  infults,  till  we  had  redrcfltd  our  domeftic 
I  till  we  had  driven  treachery  from  the  Court,  and  cor- 
firom  the  Senate.  But  much  more  proper  do  I  think  this 
ii^  when  we  are  invited  only  to  engage  in  difiant  war,  in  a 
Moaboot  the  d<  inion  of  princes,  in  the  bowels  of  the  comi- 
t|-of  princys  7m  it  is  not  certain,  that  vfe  Ih^X^  x^cfAN^ 

8  ^\^KX 
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cither  advantage  or  fecurity  from  their  greatneisy  or  ikil « 
foficr  any  lofs  or  injury  by  their  bll. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  know  it  will  be  anfwered,  thit  dtt  < 
Hungary  has  a  right  by  treaty  to  our  affiftancc ;  and  tiai  m 
ing  guarantees  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandion,  we  tngBgtd  u 
her  in  the  dominions  of  her  ancefton.  Thitp  my  Lofds,  i 
fwer  of  which  I  do  not  deny  the  juftneft,  and  of  which  I  wiD  no 
to  invalidate  the  ftrength.  I  allow  that  fuch  a  fiipulaooa  w 
and  that  treaties  ought  to  be  obferved,  at  whatever  hasard, 
violated  faith.  It  has  been  indeed  objeAed,  that  many  wm 
gaged  with  us  in  the  fame  treaty,  whom  intereft  or  coward 
inclined  to  negled  it ;  and  that  we  ought  not  to  become  the 
garrifon  of  Europe,  or  to  defend  alone  thofe  territories,  to 
fervation  of  which  fo  nuny  States  are  obliged  to  contribiiti 
with  ourfclves.  But  this,  my  Lords,  appears  to  ixie  an  a 
of  which  the  ill  confcquences  can  never  be  fully  difcovcred 
gument  which  difiblves  all  the  obligations  of  contraAs,  dei! 
foundation  of  moral  juftice,  and  lays  fociety  open  to  all  the  i 
of  perfidy,  by  m2king  the  validity  of  oaths  and  contraAs  d 
upon  chance,  and  regulating  the  duties  of  one  man  by  the 
of  another.  I  pretend  not,  my  Lords  to  long  expener 
therefore  in  difcufling  intricate  queftions,  may  be  rafiiy  n 
But  as  ill  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  morality  is  feldom  di& 
when  it  is  clouded  with  an  intention  to  deceive  others  or  a 
I  (hall  venture  to  declare  with  more  conf.iirnce,  that  m  pr 
as  one  man  negletSIs  his  duty,  another  is  more  firiilUy  oc 
pra£H(e  his  own,  that  hi»  example  mav  not  help  forward  the 
corruption,  and  that  thofe  who  are  injured  by,  the  perfidy  oi 
may  from  his  fincerity  have  a  profpeA  of  relief. 

1  believe  all  politics  that  are  not  founded  on  morality 
found  fallacious  and  dc(^ru«flivc,  it'  not  immediately,  to  th 
praciile  them  ;  yet  confcquentially  by  their  general  vta^ 
difturb  focietv,  and  weaken  thole  obiicJtioas  which  maini 
order  of  the  world.  I  fhill  therefore  allow,  that  wh^t  ju; 
quires  from  a  private  man,  becomes,  in  prallel  circumiiar 
duty  of  a  nation  ;  and  fhail,  therefore,  never  advifc  the  vtoi 
a  folrmn  treaty.  The  ftipulations  in  which  we  engaged 
we  became  guarantees  of  the  Pragmatic  San<Elion,  are  4ou 
be  ob/crvcd ;   and  it  is,  tVwrtioie^  q\vc  qC  ^  Cbonfcft  oi 
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le  meafures  which  we  are  now  purfuing,  that  we  (ball  be 

at  a  greater  expence  than  fidelity  would  have  required, 

rxhauft  the  treafurcof  the  nation  vrithout  aiSfting  the  Queen 

ilain  this  aflertion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflary  to  take  a  view 
nftitution  of  the  German  body,  which  confifts  of  a  great 
»f  feparate  governments  independent  on  each  other,  but 
feme  degree  to  the  Emperor  as  the  general  head.  The 
Peach  ftate  are  governed  by  their  prince,  and  owe  no  alle- 
any  other  (bvereign ;  but  the  prince  performs  homage  to 
ror,  and  having  thereby  acknowledged  himfelf  his  feudatory, 
ent,  may  be  puniflied  for  rebellion  againft  him.  The  title 
nperor,  and  confequently  his  claim  to  this  allegiance,  and 
3f  ifTutng  the  Ban  againft  thofe  who  (hall  refufe  it,  is  con- 
'  many  folcmn  acknowledgments  of  the  Diet,  and  amongft 
the  grant  of  a  pecuniary  aid ;  this  the  prefcnt  Emperor  has. 
ly  received,  an  aid  having  been  already  granted  him  in  the 
1  fubfidy  for  eighteen  months ;  and  therefore  none  of  the 
Germany  can  now  be  employed  againft  him,  without  fub- 
?  prince  to  ^om  they  belong  to  the  cenfure  of  the  Ban, 
civil  excommunication. 

at  purpofe  then,  my  Lords,  are  we  to  hire,  at  a  rate  never 
lierhaps  demanded  before,  troops  which  cannot  ferve  'us 
ibje£ting  their  prince  to  the  charge  of  rebellion  ?  Or  how 
SJIk  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  colleAing  forces  which  dare 
;ainft  the  only  enemy  which  (he  has  now  to  fear  ?  Or  in 
difficulties  (hall  we  be  engaged,  (hould  the  ineftimable  do- 
f  Hanover  b^  fubjeded  to  the  imperial  interditSlion. 
my  Lords,  are  queftions  to  which,  I  hope,  we  (hall  hear 
:isfa£lory  anfwer  than  I  am  able  to  conceive  -,  for,  indeed, 
■e  what  remains,  but  to  confefs,  that  thefe  troops  are  hired 
military  (how,  to  amufe  this  nation  with  a  falfe  appearance 
r  the  preiervation  of  Europe,  and  to  increafe  the  treafures 
er  at  the  expence  of  Britain. 

ire  de(igns,  my  Lords,  which  no  man  will  avow,  and  yet 
die  only  defigns  which  I  can  yet  difcover ;  and  therefore  I 
e  an  die  meafures  that  tend  to  their  execution.  If  the  heat 
itbn,  or  the  afperity  of  refentment,  or  the  wantonnefs  of 
havr  hetnycd  me  inio  any  expre&oi\&  usinnox^"]  c!i  ^^ 
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dignity  of  this  Iloufe,  I  hope  they  will  be  fargivM  by  fom  Lw 
fuF  any  other  degree  of  freedom  I  flull  make  » Bpob^gyt  kfli 
a  peer,  a  right  to  deliver  my  opinioii»  and  m  i  BritOBi  tod 
independence  of  my  native  country,  when  1  fee*  or  imapai 
to  fee,  that  it  if  ignominioufly  aiid  illegally  fubjcded  Co  the  fn 
or  the  petty  intereft  of  the  province  of  Hanover. 

Lord  Carteret  then  roTe  and  made  anfwtr  Co  dit  6 
cfl'ea  : — My  Lords,  As  I  doubt  noC  but  I  (haU  be  able  lo  ji 
meafures  which  are  now  purfued^  in  fuch  a  maimer  at  wrn^ 
them  to  the  approbation  of  your  Lordihips,  I  propofed  Co  ha 
ohjedlions  that  fhould  be  made,  before  I  attenpied  a  vin 
that  the  debate  might  be  (hortened,  and  tlut  the  arguiaoMB 
fides  might  be  confidered  as  placed  in  the  full  ftrcngth  of  opf 
and  that  it  might  be  difccrned  how  objedions,  however  ijpc 
themfelves,  would  vaniOi  before  the  light  of  reaibn  and  tnid 

But  the  noble  Lord  ha&  made  it  neceflary  for  me  to  alter  ni 
by  a  fpeech  which  I  will  not  applaud,  becaufe  it  has,  in  myi 
ail  IH  tendency  ;  nor  cenfure,  becaufe  it  wanted  neither  the 
of  eloquence,  nor  the  arts  of  rvjibiiing ;  and  had  no  oche 
than  that  which  muft  always  be  produced  ^by  a  bad  caufe,  £ 
the  arguments,  anderrois  in  the  aflcrtions. 

This  fpeech  I  am  obliged  to  anfwer,  becaufe  his  Lordflup  1 
pleafcd  to  call  out  for  any  I>ord  who  will  aflert,  ihac  the  Dui 
agreed  to  concur  with  us  in  afifling  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
all  the  provinces  of  that  republic  have  agreed  to  aflUk  us,  i 
not  true ;  nor  do  1  know,  my  lA»rd9,  by  whom  or  upcn  w 
thority  it  was  aflerted  ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  prmioce 
hnd,  the  mod  important  of  all,  and  whofe  example  the  fell 
delay  ^o  follow,  has  been  obuined,  which  is  fuficient  to  en 
us  to  vigorous  refolutions,  by  which  the  reft  may  be  animal 
fprrdy  compliance. 

The  concurrence  of  this  province  has  been  already  the  conf 
of  the  meafure^  which  have  been  lately  purfued  -,  meaturcs  iron 
though  jull  and  lucccf&ful,  the  miniflry  cannot  claim  much  a| 
brcaufc  all  choice  was  denied,  and  they  were  oUiged  either  ii 
piff:%'e  fpcchitors  of  the  ruin  of  Kurope,  and,  by  confe^o 
Hri:ain,  nr  to  do  what  they  have  done.  And  fivtiy,  nay 
that  oecrlR?y  which  deprives  them  of  all  claim  to  panegyric, 
likewits  a  fudicicni  fccuriiv  Uom  cen&u««  TW(x«  ia^  indeed,  n 
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Jftf  oei|fiiic  from  judges  To  candid  and  exMrienced  as  your  Lord- 
lb  Co  whom  it  may  without  difficulty  be  proved,  that  the  balance 
l^cipe  has  already  changed  its  pofition,  and  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon' 
p«r  not  able  to  preponderate  againft  the  other  powers. 
^  CDtering  into  an  alliance  with  Sardinia,  we  have  taken  from 
jsxown  of  Spain  all  the  weight  of  the  territories  of  Italy,  of 
ch  the  Aui^rian  forces  are  now  in  poileflion,  without  fear  or 
fpg  of  being  interrupted  ;  while  the  pafles  of  the  o^ean  are  (hut 
he  fleets  of  Britain,  and  thofe  of  the  mountains  by  the  troops  of 


Phpfe  unhappy  forces  which  were  tranfported  by  the  Spanifh  fleets 
.90t  only  loft  to  their  native  country,  but  expofed  without  pro- 
lOjy  without  ammunition,  without  retreat,  and  without  hope : 
fcan  any  human  profped  difcover  how  thtry  can  efcape  deftrucliun, 
pa  by  the  fatigue  of  marches,  or  the  want  of  ncceil'aries,  or  the 
prior  force  of  an  army  well  fupplied  and  elated  with  fucccfs.  ^ 
rUsy  my  Lords,  is  an  embarraflment  from  which  the  Spaniards 
■U  gladly  be  freed  at  any  expencc,  from  which  they  would  bribe 
to  relieve  them,  by  permitting  the  demolition  of  new  fortrciTc ;, 
ieftortng  the  army  which  we  loft  at  Carthagena. 
P£  this  alliance  the  Queen  of  Hungary  already  finds  the  advan- 
i^^.as  .it  preferves  countries  in  her  pofleffion,  which  if  once  loft, 
wif^t  be  impoffible  to  recover  ;  and  fets  her  free  from  the  neceffity 
Avidiog  her  army  for  the  prote^on  of  diftant  territories. 
ri(iiS,-my  Lords,  the  Spaniards  are  obftruded  and  diftrufted  ;  of 
IT  srmies,  one  is  condemned,  to  wafte  away  at  the  feet  of  impalTable 
MCains,  only  to  hear  of  the  deftru6lion  of  their  countrymen  whom 
y  are  endeavouring  to  relieve,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  peace  In 
fe  legions  of  which  they  had  proje^^d  the  conqueft ;  and  the  other, 
i  BOre  unfortunate,  has  been  fuccefsfuUy  tranfported,  only  to  fee 
e  fleet  which  permitted  their  pafTage  preclude  their  fupplies,  and 
Hkr  their  retreat. 

Nor  do  we,  my  Lords,  after  having  thus  efficacioufly  oppotcd  one 
tke  princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  fear  or  fliun  the  refcntmeot 
Ae  others  we  doubt  not  to  fiiew,  that  Britain  is  ftill  able  to  retard 
of  the  haughty  French,  and  to  drive  them  back  from  the 
of  other  kingdoms  to  the  defence  of  their  own.  The  time 
hand,  my  Lords,  in  which  it  will  appear,  that  however  the 
of  Fraace  has  been  exaggerated,  with  wh?Llc*i^i  fem\\vj  \v« 

U  a  ip\ouK\^^ 


the  provinces  of  the  German  empire,  bccaule  they  cannot  a 
the  general  head.  I  caneafily,  my  Lords,  folve  this  difici 
my  long  acquaintance  with  the  conftitution  of  the  empire 
undcrftood  before  the  noble  Lord,  who  has  entcruinci  y 
difcourfc  upon  it,  was  in  being  ;  but  I  will  noc  cngrofs  i 
or  retard  vour  determination  by  a  fulwrfluous  dirquifitioa,  v 
be  now  fafcly  omiitcJ  ^  iincc  I  am  allowed  by  his  \|jjefli 
votir  LorJfliips,  that  the  Hcflian  and  Hanoverian  troojw  (k 
ployed  in  afTiflin^  the  Q^iccn  of  Hungary,  and  that  thcj  ha^ 
received  orders  to  make  the  preparations  neceflary  for  marc 
the  empire. 

After  this  declaration,  my  Lord*^,  the  moft  formidable 
againft  the  prefcnt  mcafures  will,  I  hope,  he  rM>  more  hca 
debate ;  for  it  will  be  by  no  means  proper  for  any  I^ord  ti 
by  enquiring,  whether  his  .Majcfty*s  refolution  is  not  a  bre 
imperial  conftitution,  or  whether  it  will  not  expofe  his  ck 
minions  to  danger.  For  it  is  not  our  proviiKc  to  jud^  o 
of  other  lUtions,  to  examine  when  they  are  violated,  or  i 
the  obfenration  of  them  \  nor  is  it  necdlary,  fincc  the  I 
liritain  and  Hanover  are  irreconcilcably  oppofKc,  to  cndi 
prcfcrvation  of  dominions  which  their  own  Sovereign  is  ii 
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duke  of  Bbdforo  fpoke  to  the  following  efFetS:  — My 
Die  aflurancc  which  the  noble  Lord  who  fpolce  laft  declares 

0  have  conceived  of.  being  able  to  demoiiftrate  the  propriety 
sfent  meafurcs,  muft  furely  arife  from  fome  intelligence  which 

1  hitherto  fupprefled,  or  fome  knowledge  of  future  events 
to  himfelf ;  for  I  cannot  difcover  any  force  in  the  arguments 
e  has  been  pleafed  to  ufe,  that  could  produce  in  him  fuch 
ce  of  fuccefs,  nor  any  circumftanccs  in  the  prcfcnt  appear- 
Europe,  that  do  not  feem  to  demand  a  different  condudl, 
cafoaablenefs  of  our  meafurcs  at  this  time,  at  at  all  others, 
evinced  by  arguments  drawn  from  an  attentive  review  of  the 
our  own  country,  compared  with  that  of  the  neighbouring 
i  for  no  man  will  deny,  that  thofc  methods  of  proceeding 
re  at  one  time  ufeful,  may  at  another  be  pernicious ;  and  that 
gradual  rotation  of  power,  or  a  cafual  variation  of  intereft, 
y  properly  produce  changes  in  the  coun&ls  of  the  moft  ftcady 
NOUS  adminiftration. 

therefore  proper,  in  the  examination  of  this  queftion,  to  con« 
Mt  is  theftate  of  our  own  nation,  and  what  is  to  be  hoped  or 
om  the  condition  of  thofe  kingdoms,  which  are  moft  enabled 
fituation  to  benefit  or  to  hurt  us :  and  in  enquiry,  my  Lords, 
iry  that  can  give  little  pleafure  to  an  honeft  and  benevolent 
t  immediately  occurs,  that  we  are  a  nation  exhaufted  by  a  long 
d  impoverifhcd  by  the  diminution  of  our  commerce ;  and 
it,  therefore,  of  this  firft  confideration  is,  that  thofe  meafures 
t  eligible  which  are  moft  frugal ;  and  that  to  wafte  the  public 
in  unnecellary  expcnces,  or  to  load  the  people  with  new  taxe^ 
difplay  a  mockery  of  war  on  the  continent,  or  to  amufe  our- 
Mir  allies,  or  our  enemies,  with  the  idle  oftcntation  of  un- 
Y  numbers,  is  to  drain  from  the  nation  the  laft  remains  of 
mt  vigour,  inftcad  of  aflifting  its  recovery  from  its  prefent 
s. 

noney,  however  valuable,  however  nece/Tary,  has  fometimes 
iprudently  and  unfeafonably  fpared ;  and  an  ill-timed  parfi- 
as  been  known  to  haften  calamities,  by  which  thofe  have  been 
I  of  all  who  would  not  endeavour  to  prefcrve  it  by  the  lofs  of 
[t  is  therefore  to  be  confidered,  whether  meafures  lefs  expen- 
iild  not  have  been  more  dangerous ;  and  whether  we  have  not, 
\g  foreign  troops,  though  at  a  very  h\g\\  T^itc^  2l\.  ^  i^V^  >9i\C\^ 

U    7  >«^>iN*^ 


204  nZBATBON  \t 

wouIJ  have  been  demanded  from  no  odier  natiofiv  jknk 

exemption  from  diftrefles,  infults,  and  invafions. 

I'hc  only  nations,  my  Lords,  whom  we  have  iny  nrafimtB 
of  a  defi^n  to  invade  us,  or  that  have  power  to  put  Mxtj  M 
in  execution,  are  well  known  to  be  the  French  and  SpaniaiA 
there,  indcc(),  it  may  juftly  be  expeficd,  that  they  will  omit  nc 
tunity  of  gratifying  that  hatred  which  diflference  of  religion  a 
trariety  of  intered  cannot  fail  to  continue  from  age  to  s 
therefore  we  oui^ht  never  to  imagine  ourfelves  fafe,  while  it  is 
power  to  endanger  u<.  But  of  thefe  two  nations,  mj  Lords, 
is  j!rcaJy  difarmcJ  by  the  navies  of  Britain,  which  confine  fe 
tri  t*«. ir  haib'">urs,  ar.d,  as  we  have  been  juft  now  inform* 
ilii';*  licr  armies  from  fupplies  :  the  other  is  without  a  fleet 
tranlpDit  an  army,  her  troops  arc  difpcrfed  in  different  cc 
and  iiT  treafuics  exhaulled  by  expeditions  or  negoCTatioos 
e-;  rnfnr. 

'I  htrc  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  no  danger  of  an  invafioi 
though  we  had  no  forces  by  which  it  could  be  oppoied  ^  bi 
Uh  \>  it  to  be  feared,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  fea  is 
\v!rh  our  Piips  of  war,  and  that  all  the  coaRs  of  Europe  a:r  a* 
a".  imcJ  !'V  the  nivii-s  of  Britain* 

Trii^  then,  my  Lords,  i*  furcly  the  time,  when  vre  cugh 
h  .vc  r.urificcd  any  imnieJiate  and  apparent  intcreft  to  the 
"•  Mipc«  fio.n  Spain  or  France,  when  we  might  without  dan 
.  ^\\\^  cm  al!!cs  ^^\xh  our  national  troops,  and  havefpared  tha 
V  v!'.  \\c  h^ic  ro!avi(h!y  bcftowed  upon  auxiliaries  ^  when  « 
t. .  :  ^!.  h;.\e  tlicwn  the  powers  of  the  continent  how  m 
!  .  :  :\  v..!i!ar  is  yet  to  be  feared,  and  how  little  our  Utr  * 
...<  are  to  be  impute  J  to  the  decline  of  our  courage 
ft  1  •    -n. 

I  i.-j  •■  ""r,  n\y  I.f)rd«,  no  man  will  confrfs,  that  foreign  tr« 
1 1*-.!  .  ..:  -^  iT-.orc  to  be  trullcd  for  their  (kill  or  braverr  t 
I  \\:\.  1  »  J  'j'.itj  the  palm  nf  courage  with  any  nation  ww 
ir^r.^ii^'  ;•!  the  !iri:i(h  name;  and  if  our  foldiers  are  not 
r  ..  "1  ;  li  rc:|\inc!  \v!:h  thofc  of  other  countries,  it  muft  l« 
i:.-t  :-xrs  have  been  i^n:;  pai»!  to  little  purpofe,  that  the  gT'rtt 
\  jws  hi«  l-ecn  ]nTr,'  riJiciTcJ  as  an  empty  fhow,  an  J  that  | 
i.   ^'  l\c:i  *ii::ci«.J  I  y  OUT  tr^aif^crs  and  gcnsrals  with  fallc  fea 
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l^irthmigli  I  am  far  from  believing,  that  the  army  has  been  fup« 
tttd  only  for  the  defence  of  our  country  ;  and  though  I  know,  tbar 
P^^ofioeit  are  frequently  engaged  in  employments  more  important 
opinion  of  their  dirediors,  than  that  of  regulating  the  difcipline 
regifnemBp  and  teaching  the  ufe  of  arms  and  the  fcience  of 
.yet^  as  I  believe  the  courage  of  Britons  fuch  as  may  often  fup«> 
want  of  (kill,  I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  they  are  at  leaft  as* 
ppidable  as  the  troops  of  other  countries,  efpecially  when  I  remem- 
t^  that  they  enter  the  field  incited  and  fupported  by  the  reputation 
j^eir  country. 

pVhy  then,  my  Lords,  is  the  nation  condemned  to  fupport  at  once 
[jlablL  barthen,  to  pay  at  home  an  army  which  can  be  of  no  ufe, 
to  hire  auxiliaries,  perhaps,  equally  unadlive  -,  to  make  war,  if 
be  intended,  at  an  unneceflaryexpence,  and  to  pay,  at  once, 
which  only  floats  upon  the  ocean,  an  army  which  only  awes 
▼ilfa^es  from  which  it  is  fupported,  and  a  body  of  mercenaries, 
ich  no  man  can  yet  conjecture  with  what  defign  they  have 
letaincd. 

they  are  intended  for  the  fupport  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 

indeed,  aflerted ;  and  this  contraA  has  been  produced  as  aa 

of  the  zeal  of  our  minifters  for  the  allertion  of  the  Pragmatic 

Uf  the  prelervation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  fup* 

of  the  ambitious  entcrprizes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but 

iy,  my  Lords,  had  the  affiftance  of  that  illuftrious  Princefs  been 

Eible  or  principal  intention,  had  they  in  reality  dedicated  the 
which  is  to  be  received  by  the  troops  of  Hanover,  to  the  facred 
;  of  public  &ith  and  univerfal  liberty,  they  might  have  found 
Wmds  of  promoting  it  much  more  efficacioufly  at  no  greater  ex- 
■ce*  Had  they  remitted  that  money  to  the  Queen,  (he  would 
pie  been  enabled  to  call  nations  to  her  ftandard,  to  fill  the  plains  of 
kmany  with  the  h^rdy  inhabiunts  of  the  mountains  and  the  deferts, 
|y»ba«e  deluged  the  empire  of  France  with  multitudes  equally  daring 
Sinpacious,  who  would  have  defceuded  upon  a  fruitful  country  like 
lltaea  on  their  prey,  and  have  laid  thofe  provinces  in  ruin  which 
Qwfinik  at  the  devaftation  of  neighbouring  countries,  fecure  in  the 
MiQmiii  of  their  mighty  monarch. 

Bftbia  method  of  carrying  on  the  v^r,  we  might  have  fecured  our 
Dy  from  danger  which  I  cannot  but  think  imminent  and  formidable^ 
bugh  it  teems  atprcfent  not  to  be  feared.    By  to  \2li^<&  titi  ^.^^vC\c>^   - 
•  U  4  v^ 
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to  her  tr  jopt,  (he  would  hare  been  enibled  to  fiufaate  tkofe  h 
which  her  fuccefs  may  incline  the  King  of  Pi  Co  fbrm  agMl 

for  with  whatever  iianquillity  he  may  nc  fei  a  Co  look 
general  commotion,  his  conJuA  gives  us  no  reaibo  Co  i 
he  has  changed  his  maxims,  that  he  is  now  forgetful  or  aq 
of  his  own  intercfl,  or  that  he  will  not  (hatch  the  firft  oppo 
of  aggrandizing  himfclf  by  new  pretcn(ions  to  the  ^ciccb  ef 
gary*s  dominion?. 

At  lc.:A,  my  Lords,  it  may  without  fcniple  be  aflencd,  c 
hopes  which  fon.c  cither  fuini  or  affciEl  of  engaging  him  ia 
fcilcrr.cy  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragnutic  Sainwlion,  ur 
chimerical.  He  who  ha^  hitherto  confidcred  no  interctl  but  h 
he  who  hiis  perliaps  endangered  himfelf  by  attempting  to  weal 
only  power  to  which  he,  as  well  as  the  other  princes  of  the  • 
cnn  have  rccimrlc  for  protection  from  the  ambition  of  Frant 
has  therefore  bioken  the  rules  of  policy  only  Co  gratify  a  ts 
paflion,  will  fcarccly  concur  in  the  exaltation  of  that  £unily 
he  h;is  To  lately  endeavoured  to  dcprefs,  and  which  he  has  f< 
exafperated  againft  him.  If  he  is  at  length,  my  Lords,  alai 
the  ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  has  learned  not  u 
tatc  thoL'  dcfigns  which  arc  in  reality  formed  againil  himtcir', 
not  he  iloubteJ,  that  he  looks  with  equal  fear  on  the  Houlc  oc'  j 
that  lie  knows  his  fafety  to  confift  only  in  the  weaknefs  of  boi 
th?.t  ia  any  contcd  beti^-cen  them,  the  utmoft  that  can  be  hopi 
him  is  neutrality. 

Hut,  my  Lords,  he  whofc  fccurity  depends  only  on  a  \\xp^ 
that  men  will  not  deviate  from  ri^ht  reafon  or  true  policy,  is  ii 
which  cm  .iflord  him  very  little  tranquillity  or  confuience:  w 
is  ncccilarily  to  be  prefervcd,  ought  to  be  defended,  not  on 
certain  and  conflant  danger,  but  from  cafual  and  poiSbic  v 
and  r.mon^ft  the  reft,  from  chofc  which  may  proceed  from  cb« 
bility  ofwiilfOrthc  depravation  of  undcrilanding  ;  norfliaU  « 
ciently  elbhli(h  the  Houfc  of  Auftri.i,  if  we  leave  it  liable  Co  be 
whencvir  the  King  of  Pruflia  (hall  feel  his  ambition  re-kin^ 
his  malevolence  excited ;  we  mutl  not  leave  it  dependent 
Cricnd(hip  or  policy  of  the  nciuihbouring  powers,  but  mull  ci 
once  more  to  awe  the  empire,  and  let  at  defiance  the  malice 

• 

enemies. 
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,  my  Lords,  might  have  been  done  by  a  liberal  fubfidy,  by 
rmies  might  have  been  levied,  garrifons  cftabliflied,  and  cities 
I  and  why  any  other  method  was  purfued,  what  reafon  can 
led  ?  What,  but  an  inclination  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  % 
irible  province,  and  to  deck  with  the  plunder  of  Britain  the 
ce  of  Hanover  i 

;  been  fufpeded,  my  Lords,  (nor  has  the  fufpicion  been  with* 
ndation)  that  our  meafures  have  long  been  regulated  by  the 
of  his  Majcfty's  electoral  territories ;  thefc  have  been  long 
ed  as,  a  gulph  into  which  the  trcafures  of  this  nation  have 
-own;  and  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  ftate  of  the  country 
ce  the  acccflion  of  fts  pfYnccs  to  this  throne,  been  changed 
any  vifible  caufe ;  affluence  has  begun  to  wanton  in  their 
and  gold  to  glitter  in  their  cottages,  without  the  difcovery  of 
»r  die  increafe  of  their  trade ;  and  new  doininions  have  been 
id,  of  which  it  can  fcarcely  be  imagined,  that  tbe  value  was 

of  the  revenues  of  Hanover. 

my  Lords,  is  unpopular,  illegal,  and  unjuft;  yet  this  might 
e,  in  confideration  of  great  advantages,  of  the  protection  of 
e,  and  the  fupport  of  our  honour.     But  there  are  men  who 

whifper,  and  who,  perhaps,  if  their  fufpicions  receive  new 
ttion,  will  publicly  declare,  that  for  the  prefervation  of  Hano« 

commerce  has  been  negle£ted,  and  our  honour  impaired  ; 
rcure  Hanover  firom  invafion,  the  Houfe  ^of  Bourbon  has  been 

and  the  family  of  Auftria  cmbarrafled  and  deprefled.  Theie 
:rt,  without  hefitation,  that  when  we  entered  into  a  league 
uice  againft  the  Emperor  and  the  Spaniards,  in  the  reign  of 
Emperor,  no  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  were  in  danger  % 

the  alarm  which  was  raifed  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  mea-r 
contrary  to  thofe  which  former  ages  had  purfued,  was  a  fi^U^r 
leftable  artifice  of  wicked  policy,  by  which  Britain  was  en* 
I  the  defence  of  dominions  to  which  we  owe  no  regard,  a$ 
receive  no  real  advantage  from  them. 

re  to  be  wi(hed,  that  no  late  inftance  could  be  produced  of 
regulated  by  the  fame  principles ;  and  that  this  (hameful,  this 
usputiality  had  been  univerfally  allowed  to  have  ceafed  with 
letgn ;  but  it  has  never  yet  been  (hewn,  that  the  late  neu- 
J  which  Hanover  was  preferved,  did  not  reftrain  the  ^rm% 
io ;  nor  whca  it  bds  been  afkcd,  why  thie  Sipaxo&Bi  ^xici^  h«^%^ 


lever,  nor  l>irge  revcirii'<,  n:)r  llar.«iing  anmieii  can  Iccwc 
pi  net's  or  his  pov«'cr  ;iity  '.'iiiKr  than  the  people  are  convuicc 
tender ::dV  and  rec::;rd,  ot  his  nttention  to  thetr  compUiars, 
zeal  tor  ihcir  intcrcft.  If  therefore  it  (hould  ever  be  gene 
lieved,  that  o!ir  Kin^  confiJcrs  this  nation  only  as  apncuJr 
ck-c^orai  dominions,  that  he  promotes  the  intercil  of  hiS  loii 
jedh  ac  ihe  expencv  of  thol'c  by  whom  he  has  been  caulied 
awful  ihrfiiu-,  and  thnt  uur  Luminerce,  our  tfcafiircs,  and  c 
arc  fjcrihccd  to  the  fafery^or  to  the  enlargemeof  of  diftant  ce 
irhat  can  be  expected  ?  W  hac  but  murmurs^  diCiffieAion,  and 
and  thetr  nntural  con feipic noes,  infurreclion  and  rebellion  i  i 
of  which  no  ir.an  can  iorcfcc  tlie  eveiu,  and  by  which  that  i 
perh::ps  be  p!  jccd  upon  the  throne,  whom  we  have  fo  wi&ieiy 
i;  -J  fo  !;»!fn.niv  abiurcJ. 

(>*.  t^■.5  i::^rL*afnnahle  regard  to  the  intcreft  of  Hanover, 
tTJ.-'t  v.h.c*;  v.v  are  now  confuicrin^  exhibici:,  if  not  a  projtf 
firer.t  t(»  ic  dirv-J,  \ct  fuch  an  aprnra  ranee  as  wc  ought  t«i^ 
fairs  and  fh.it  c^  tiis  Majiiiy  tn  obviate-,  and  therefore  1  li 
/ddii  fs  w*.!ch  1^  now  pr'.pfilcd  in  the  hiirhert  degree  reafonJ 
an  ifMM 'ncr  ',  that  bv  complying  with  our  requert,  h.s  \ta) 
trtii'n  rhc*  ariections  of  manv  of  h!s  lubjcc^,  whom  a  2u«{ 


.. .A-.- 
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seining  afperity  of  fentiment.  I  know,  that  the  opennefs  and 
if  mind  which  has  tncitrd  him  to  declare  his  opinion  with  fo 
wdorn,  Mrill  induce  him  Hkewife  to  retraxit,  when  he  (hall  be 
!d,  that  he  has  been  deceived  by  falfe  reprefentations,  or  that 
iirmed  his  condufions  too  baftilv,  without  an  attentive  exa* 

I  of  the  queftion  in  its  whole  extent. 

I,  therefore,  endeavour  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  all 
rafures  have  been  formed  which  we  have  heard  fo  wannljr 

;  and  (hew,  that  they  were  the  confequences  not  of  hade 
li^nce,  but  of  vigilance  and  circumfpection ;  that  they  were 
upon  a  deliberate  furvey  of  the  complicated  interefts  of  the 
n  powers,  and  diilated  not  by  a  partiality  to  Hanover,  but  a 
tttention  to  the  intereft  of  Britain. 

»  been  already  obferved  by  a  noble  Lord,  diat  there  was  no 
dlowed  us  ;  that  the  ftate  of  Europe  required,  that  we  (hould 
inactive ;  and  that  yet  there  was  no  other  method  of  a£tin^ 
[1  we  could  bencAt  our  allies,  or, injure  our  enemies;  and  that 
;,  though  our  interpoiition  had  not  produced  all  the  efieds 
ur  zeal  might  incline  us  to  wi(h,  yet  our  conduA  ought  not 
idemned  ;  becaufe,  though  we  did  not  prefs  forward  through 
eft  path  to  the  great  objed  of  our  purfuit,  we  exerted  our 
peed  in  the  only  way  that  was  left  open.  This,  my  Lonk, 
r  opinion,  a  ver)' juft  apology;  nor  do  I  fee,  that  this  vindi- 
in  be  confuted  or  invalidated  other  wife  f^n  by  (hewing,  that 
(erent  mcafures,  meafures  equally  reafonable,  were  equally  in 
er, 

ecaufe  the  plea  of  neceffity  may  perhaps  be  evaded  ;  and  be- 
is  at  leaft  pleafing  to  difcover,  that  what  was  neceflary  was 

convenient,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  (how,  that  our  meafures 
duced  already  fuch  effecb  as  have  fufficiently  rewarded  our 
\ ;  and  that  wc  may  yet  reafonably  hope,  that  greater  advan- 

II  ariie  from  them. 

^are,  indeed,  fome  whom  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  fatisfy,  fomt 
are  not  againfl  the  manner  in  which  the  war  is  profecuted, 
ift  the  war  itfclf ;  who  think  the  power  of  France  too  formi- 
be  oppofed,  and  the  Britiffi  people  too  much  exhaufted  or 
I  to  hold  any  longer  the  balance  of  the  continent. 
\  indeed,  my  Lords,  always  declared  myfelf  of  a  different 
kaibarc  frrqiicn:!y  ciideavoored  to  roufe  oi\i^n  fiQm^>L\tA 
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maxims  are  purfued.     Of  this  dlfpof         ic  it  so  Si^  fm 
contrary  meafures  have  been  fometimes  a      i  nncd  by  dK  A 
with  the  fame  vehemence  i  and  that  evi     a    iplumcc  with  i 
roands  has  not  fiilled  their  outcries.     When  cfae  miciftrj 
unwilling  to  engage  in  the  war  of  Germinj,  witbouc  ihc 
rence  of  the  other  powers  who  had  engaged  to  fupport  d 
matic  SaniSion,  they  were  hourly  reproached  with  being  i 
of  France,  with  betraying  the  general  caufe  of  Europe, 
repreffing  that  generous  ardour,  by  which  our. anccftorsb 
incited  to  ftand  forth  as  the  aflertors  of  univerial  liberr 
fight  the  quarrel  of  mankind.     They  were  marked  out 
cowards  or  traitors,  and  doomed  to  infamy  as  the  accoc 
tyranny,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft  their  allies,  then 
and  their  pollcrity. 

At  length  the  Britons  have  roufcd  again,  and  again  dcclai 
fclvcs  the  fupporters  of  right,  whenever  injured  ^  they  hj 
raifcd  their  ftandards  in  the  continent,  and  prepare  to  m^ 
through  thofc  regions  where  their  viAories  are  yet  cclcbr 
their  bravery  yet  reverenced.  The  hills  of  Germany  « 
found  with  the  (bouts  of  that  people  who  once  marchci  v 
liver^nce  through  all  the  obllrudiuns  that  art  or  power  cc 
againft  them,  and  which  broke  through  the  pfs  of  SchcL< 
to  rout  the  armies  that  were  ranged  bi-Mnd  it. 

Now  it  might  he  cxpvctid,  my  1.giu%,  that  at  Icaft  thoie  i 
before  diiTati^^ficJ,  (hcuU  declare  their  apj)robation ;  fur  fun 
peace  or  neutrality  is  i:npropir,  then-  i^  nothing  left  but  «: 
experience  (hcv.s  u:«,  th;:t  men  rLi..:-.cJ  to  blame  will  rx 
pretences  for  vtntiiig  thc.r  nuiignity  i  and  where  nothing 
tipiiity  ib  the  conlVqiM.rc  of  opp-jlitc  nieifurcs,  we  muft  n 
runcIuiK-,  that  ih^it  i^  .;  fixed  rctuiutiun  tubl^me,  and  tna 
dtcutioiisuill  be  i[;(.r.l-LtuaI. 

Sonic  have,  iiiJiCiU  :oi::iJ  out  a  n;:i!Jle  courfe  bctvera 
^ikI  jp[':>ilut:oii,  ;tr..i  lic^lare,  :h..t  thcv  think  thefe  mcii'i 
I  r;  h.ii:!: ,  [  vi  ;iiic  we  ...^vc  prucc-ced  II^  lar  to  retreat  with 
.rrJ  tr.at  tiiou::h  jc  ii.  li  a  hcttcr  iciieiiu  :ru^ht  have  been  lor 
(^..«,  wiiuh  has  iuthcito  :•  \-r'.  p'iri Jc^i,  c>j .;^c  not  now  to  be  C 

I,  niv  L(.'iii«,  !'..ii.i;j<i  .( iH  .|,.:  .-:  ,,.-r.  jriu;  in;f-wrtancc  u 
•n  ««|i....on  I)  w:.'.:i  :.;r  rr;f  .irr^s  «>(  :iic  i;  •vcrnrrcot  wil 
o:»iz :  i:  w  i '.  I  i ,  c  a  i . :  ^>  ^   lu . .  w  .k*.  w  As^Jt «;  c  \\\  ^  ;^'.;  >^;  u«d  ere  at  iic4 
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|ri  fo  aflert,  in  oj^fition  to  artful  calumnies  and  violent  inve£lives, 
|pt  Ihe  prefent  meafures  were  originally  right,  that  they  were  fuch 
H  prudeoce  would  dictate,  and  experience  approve,  and  fuch  as  we 
lll^  again  to  take,  if  we  have  again  the  power  of  choice* 
jfl  am,  indeed,  far  from  doubting,  but  thefe  meafures  will  in  a  fhort 
IPK  be  juftified  by  fuccefs ;  a  criterion  by  which,  however  unjuftly, 
k  greateft  part  of  mankind  will  always  judge  of  the  conduct  of 
|rir  Governors ;  for  it  is  apparent,  my  Lords,  that  howfoever  the 
Dch  power,  commerce,  and  wealth,  have  been  exaggerated  by 
that  either  love  or  fear  them,  they  will  not  long  be  able  to  ftand 
ft  US;   their  funds  will  in  a  ihort  time  fail  them,  and  their 
muft  be  dilbanded,  when  they  can  no  longer  be  paid,  left, 
of  prote&ing  their   country,    they  (hould  be  inclined   to 
r  it. 
The  abundance  of  our  wealth,  my  Lords,  and  the  profit  of  our 
merce,  are  fufficiently  apparent  from  the  price  of  our  ftocks, 
were  never  before  fupportcd  at  the  fame  height  for  fo  long  a 
;  and  of  the  fall  of  which  neither  an  aduul  war  with  Spain,  nor 
danger  which  has  been  fuggeftcd  of  another  with  France,  with 
in  the  full  poflcifion  of  all  its  beaded  advantages,  has  yet 
fecn  able  to  produce  any  token.     Another  proof  of  die  exuberance 
f  our  riches,  and  the  profperity  of  our  commerce  by  which  they 
re  acquired,  is  the  facility  with  which  the  Government  can  raife  in 
fe  inftant  the  greateft  fums,  and  the  low  intcreft  at  which  they  are 
bcained.      If  we  compare  our  ftate  in  this  refpe^l  with  that  of 
'jancc,  the  infuperable  difficulties  under  which  they  muft  contend 
lith  us,  will  fufficiently  difcover  themfelves.     It  is  well  known,  my 
dords,  that  we  have  lately  raifed  the  money  which  the  fervice  of 
wA  year  required,  at  the  intereft  of  three  for  a  hundred ;  nor  is  it 
kely  that  there  will  be  any  neceffity  of  larger  intereft,  though  our 
■mual  demands  were  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  laft  war.     But  the 
^irnch  are  well  known  to  raife  the  fums  which  their  exigencies  re- 
pice  on  very  different  terms,  and  to  have  paid  ten  for  a  hundred  for 
A  the  money  which  their  late  projects  have  required  j  projects  which 
hey  cannot  purfue  long  at  fuch  enormous  expence,  and  by  which 
keir  country  muft  in  a  Ihort  time  be  ruined,  even  without  op- 
!onion« 

While  we  can,  therefore,  raife  three  millions  for  lc&  than  the 
rRDcfa  caa  obtain  onr,  and  by  confcquence  fuppoti  ti^te^  it^totx^^ 

JSCa  vt. 
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It  the  fame  expcnct  ts  one  is  fuppoiteJ  in       ir  fenrke,  «c 
furely  no  reafon  to  dread  die  ruperioritjr  of  iMoAeft,ori 

that  they  will  conquer  by  exhaufting  us. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  haiT  deli'  'ed  my  opinion  wilk  ftvaia 
impartiality  \  and  (hall  patiently  b  irken  to  any  ubjuAiofli  iki 
arife  againft  it,  fupported  by  the  confeioufneft,  tkrt  a  cooA 
will  only  (hew  me,  that  I  have  been  raiftaken ;  but  will  not  1 
me  of  the  latisfa^on  of  refle^ng,  that  I  have  not  been  wam 
my  country ;  and  that  if  I  have  approved  or  defended  impropc 
fures,  I  at  leaft  confulted  no  other  intercft  than  diat  of  Britn 
Lord  Hervey  fpokc  next  to  the  Ibllowing  tfleA:— My 
It  is  not  without  that  concern  which  every  man  ought  to  feel  at 
parent  approach  of  public  calamities,that  I  have  heard  the  meaiitrr 
are  now  the  tubjc£t  of  our  enquiry  fo  weakly  defended,  whe 
vindication  is  endeavoured  with  fo  much  ardour,  and  labooi' 
fo  much  addrcfs. 

The  objcAions  which  prrfs  upon  the  mind,  at  the  firft  and  I 
view  of  our  proceeding?,  arc  fuch  as  require  the  ctefeil  an 
fuch  as  cannot  but  alarm  every  man  who  has  ftudied  the  inti 
his  country,  and  who  fmccrcly  cnicavoursto  promote  it;  ar.< 
fore  it  might  be  hoped,  that  thofc  who  appear  to  have  thou;*i 
infufHcicnt,  are  able  to  produce  in  oppofirion  to  them  the  ft 
areumcr.t5,  and  the  cleared  dcdu<5tions. 

When  we  attempt  the  confideration  of  our  prrfeni  conditv 
enquire  by  what  means  our  profpcrity  may  be  fccurcJ,  the  I 
flection  that  occurs,  is,  that  we  arc  trader^,  that  all  our  pom 
confequcncc  of  our  wealth,  and  our  %i"C3lth  the  produA  of  ol 
I:  is  wtH  know:*.,  that  trade  can  onlv  be  puriiied  under  the 
of  peace ;  that  a  nmion  vliich  has  a  l;u^er  commerce,  mu 
war  on  dtfadvantagcous  terms  avj.iinft  onr  thit  ha«  lef«  j  a< 
contiguous  countries,  thr  mote  fruitful  has  moP.  to  fear  ! 
inv.ifion  by  it^  neiih^^ntir. 

It  i)  vifi^ilf  1  iicwifc  to  inv  min  who  crnfider^  tf.e  fi?u 
Rritain,  that  there  i-  no  nctmn  bv  which  nur  trsde  can  in 
w.'.r  L»c  1  »  much  rbrtri:,^*d  .t-  bv  Kr:.«ici*,  of  wh'wh  ihc  cc 
■^^ipofitr  to  our*,  and  which  c?n  iViul  out  fma^l  vetTels  s 
oui  merchants  in  the  r.ou!l*s  ot  cur  h.\tVc;::i:«  or  in  the  ch 
which  we  bo.^fl  the  S<ni:ii.t'  Mt\  :  miiu  vW  th<  ic  who  hare  I 
irad  nt  ciic  :.ii(   wu,  in  Vk\uctvviie   ;>\\.^nL  la  much  honour 


m  >r4^3'3  T    ».  B       A    R    M    Y.  309 

liljb  MhiuUge,  know  that  the  privtteers  of  Francs  lojured-inr  mora 
its  navies  or  its  armies ;  and  that  a  thoufand  viiElorics  on  die 
where  we  were  only  contendin;^  for  the  rights  of  others, 
a  very  finall  recompence  for  the  obftriKSlion  of  our  commerce  § 
ca&he  feel  much  tcndernefs  for  mankind,  who  would  purcbafe 
ruin  and  diftrefs  of  a  thoufand  families,  induftrious  and  inn^ 
die  momentary  feftivity  of  a  triumph,  or  the  idle  glare  of  aii 
Dacion. 
Yet,  mjr  Lords,  diis  nation^  however  zealous  for  its  commerce,  if 
to  engage  in  a  war,  in  a  war  with  the  only  ftate  by  whicl^ 
commerce  can  be  impaired ;  it  is  about  to  fupport  new  armies 
he  continent  without  allies,  and  without  treafure. 

are  without  treafure,  and  that  our  trade,  by  which  only 
funds  can  be  fupplied,  has  lately  been  very  much  dimini/hed,  is 
eafy  to  prove  in  oppofition  to  the  fpecious  difplay  which  the 
Lord,  who  fpoke  laft,  has  been  }deafed  to  make  of  the  exube- 
of  our  wealth. 
If  the  abundance  of  oijr  riches  be  fuch  as  it  has  been  reprefented, 
are  no  mcafures  formed  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts } 
.which  no  man  will  lay,  that  they  are  not  in  themfelves  a  cala* 
and  the  fource  of  many  calamities  yet  greater ;  of  which  it 
t  be  denied,  that  they  multiply  dcpendance  by  which  our  con^ 
may  fometimes  be  endangered.  Why  are  thoie  debts  not 
My  upaid,  but  increaied  by  annual  additions  to  fuch  a  height,  that 
^€  payment  of  them  muft  (bon  become  dcfperate,  and  the  public 
mk  under  the  burthen  i 

That  our  trade,  my  Lords,  and  by  confcquencc  our  wealth,  is 
If  ble  diminilbed,  may  be  proved  beyond  controverfy,  even  to  thofc 
inteicft  it  is  not  to  believe  it,  and  upon  whom,  therefore,  it 
be  expelled,  that  arguments  will  have  a  great  tScSt.  The 
Induce  of  the  cuftoms  was  the  laft  year  lefs  by  half  a  million  than 
ha  mean  revenue ;  and  as  our  cuftoms  muft  always  bear  a  ccnain 
iraportioa  to  trade,  we  may  form  an  indifputable  eftimate  from  them 
■f  iia  iacreafe  or  its  decline. 

» '  The  rife  of  our  ftocks,  my  Lords,  is  fuch  a  proof  of  riches,  as 
irapGod  tumours  are  of  health ;  it  (hews  not  the  circulation,  but 
Bagnation  of  our  money ;  and  though  it  nuy  flatter  us  with  a 
iflieafaAoe  of  plenty  for  a  time,  will  (bon  prwc^  v\\ix'vc\%  V) 
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the  cfFcS  and  cauTe  of  poverty,  and  will  end  in  wakad 

dfftrudion. 

When  commerce  flourishes,  when  its  profit  is  certain  ud  i 
men  will  employ  their  money  in  the  exchange  of  commodna 
which  greater  advantage  may  he  gained,  thjn  by  putting  it  ii 
hands  of  brokers ;  but  when  every  Ibip  is  in  danger  of  bciac 
cepted  by  privarecrs,  and  the  infurer  divides  the  profit  ol 
voyage  with  the  merchant,  it  is  natural  to  choofe  a  Cxkr^  tbi 
lefs  profitable  traffic ;  and  rather  to  treafure  money  in  the  fund 
expofc  it  on  the  oceun. 

Bur,  my  Lords,  the  minifters  themiclres  have  fuficiently  d 
the'ir  opinion  of  the  ftate  of  the  national  %realth,  by  the  i 
which  they  have  taken  to  raife  thofe  fupplies  of  which  they  boa 
how  great  facility  they  arc  rstftd. 

When  they  found  ih?t  newexpences  required  new  taxes, 
nccellary  to  examine  i%hat  couKl  be  taxed,  or  upon  which 
the  nation  any  other  burtlicns  could  be  Uid  without  immedia; 
They  turned  over  the  catalogue  of  all  our  manufaclures,  and 
that  fcarcely  any  of  the  conveniencics,  or  even  the  necefTjries 
were  without  an  inip^ft.  They  examined  all  the  clallrs  • 
traders,  and  readily  difcovered,  tiiat  the  greatell  numSer  c 
who  endeavoured  to  fupport  themfelves  by  horcft  ind^f^rv 
ftri:j;^Hng  with  pcivcrty,  and  karccly  able  to  pro\ldc  to-ii 
would  be  nccefTiry  to-m-Trou*.  Thiry  Ciw  our  prii'on*  c:r  jd< 
debtors,  and  our  papers  nilid  With  tl.w*  i'..i::'.c«  of  b^r&ru; 
wi;om  many  may  be  fupjU'iLj  to  hj\c  Kiiic^rried  w:ii:oi.t  u 
e.x'Liavagancc,  or  fu!!y. 

Tlicy  faw,  iherelcrc,  my  LorJ?,  that  i:ulii*Vv  iruft  f:nk  urJ 
nwMition  to  i:s  !o.iJ,  a  coi.fiJerjtion  wn:^.''^  onjlJ  r.rord  no  p; 
the  abunJinwc  ui  our  \vc..!':i.  Tl.rv  fjw  ;Vjt  .».ir  cr»mmo^'-t.c» 
be  no  lor. ger  ma r. ufa wt  -  re  (i,  A  i : : t .  r  t .  x*.  s  v. :  re  i  r. rt  ra k-u 
li.cre:..rc  it  was  ncLCliii.y  to  r-i.c  iti^^ik'.  :  v  f'-ne  i  :!:::  r 
C;:ct  oli  thoft,- wr.ich  have  btc:;  :;;t:.Lr:'j  |,:a^:  •  ^i  v.crc  r:r *'-:•" 

Th;>,  my  I  oriir,  w.i  i.  •  c;fy  IaCk  ,  but  hrv.cv.;  u.;hw  j't, 
L.in  a^'cr..T.;:!:!hrj  ;  and  U^  ii\i*''c  l*  rat  po..:  ..  ur^  mull  pcl^i 
ini.h:.  J  tor  a  r.cw  rt.!«eint  '.if  fjpprr  i,:  the  cxi  '.i.crs  of  a  war. 

In  the  time  cf  iht  I^lc  mii.:'.':v  .:  hjd  bci :;  *:::•:-.  cd,  ihit 
Cimch  was   I'Lit  'lie  a   vkc  4\U'«v\  vA\Ai-;LI  anion^   the  c- 
pcopk  ;  sr.d  tJ.Jt  a^  :V/;  \^\xsA  ^\i\C\  '."rev  ^rw^iaWs  ^';;L5ik'« 
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p,  they  could  dcftroy  their  reafon  by  a  fmall  quantity,  and  at  a 
pl  cxpence,  the  confequence  of  general  drunkennefs  was  general 
ipefci  iince  no  man  would  work  any  longer  than  was  necefiary 
pyhim  afleep  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  day.  They  remarked 
■iriict  that  the  liquor  which  they  generally  drank  was  to  the  laft 
j^ce  pernicious  to  health,  and  deftru&ive  of  that  corporeal  vigour 
I  iriiich  the  buiinefs  of  life  is  to  be  carried  on ;  and  a  law  was 
pebrc  made,  by  which  it  was  intended  that  this  fpecies  of  de- 
jpchery,  fo  peculiarly  fatal,  ibould  be  prevented. 
;Againft  the  end  of  this  law  no  man  has  hitherto  made  die  leaft 

Elion }  no  one  has  dared  to  fignalize  himfelf  as  an  open  advo- 
for  vice,  or  attempted  to  prove  that  drunkennefs  was  not  inju- 
to  fociety,  and  contrary  to  the  true  ends  of  human  being.  The 
IBDuragement  of  wickednefs  of  this  (hameful  kind,  wickednefs 
todty  contemptible  and  hateful,  was  referved  for  the  prefent  mi- 
■by,  who  are  now  about  to  fupply  thofe  funds  which  they  have 
||iaufted  by  idle  proje^  and  romantic  expeditions,  at  the  cxpence 
{health  and  virtue;  who  have  difcovercd  a  method  of  recruiting 
Mies  by  the  defirudion  of  their  fellow-fubjecis ;  and  while  they 
fk  themfelves  the  aflertors  of  liberty,  are  endeavouring  to  enflave 
\h/  the  introdu£tion  of  thofe  vices,  which  in  all  countries,  and  ia 
feij  age,  have  made  way  for  defpotic  power. 
£ven  this  expedient,  my  Lords,  mud  in  a  fhort  time  fail  them ; 
r  produ£ls  of  vice  as  well  as  of  commerce  niuft  in  time  be  ex- 
ufted  i  and  what  then  will  remain  ?  The  honeil  and  induilrious 
ift  feel  the  weight  of  fome  new  impofition,  which  the  fagacity  of 
pcricnced  oppreiGon  may  find  means  to  lay  upon  them  ;  they  will 
;n  firft  find  the  benefit  of  this  new  law,  fmcc  they  may,  by  the 
;  of  thofe  liquors  which  are  indulged  them,  put  a  fpceJy  end  to 
It  life  which  they  made  unable  to  fupport. 

The  means  by  which  the  cxpcr.ccs  of  our  prefent  defigns  are  to 
fiipported,  fuch  means,  my  Lords,  as  were  never  yet  pradtifcd  by 
f  ftate,  however  exhaufled,  or  however  endangered,  means  which 
rife  nation  would  fcarcely  ufc  to  repel  an  invader  from  the  capital, 
to  raife  works  to  keep  off  a  general  inundation,  raifc  yet  ftronger 
of  indignation,  when  it  is  confidered  for  what  defigns  thefe 
are  required. 

We  are  now,  my  Lords,  raifing  armies,  and  hiring  auxiliaries,  for 
txftdition  of  which  no  neceffity  can  be  di{coN^i^^>  "accA  lx^aR& 
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which  neither  honour  nor  idvtncige  can  ea  Bti  %  wuti 
to  force  from  the  people  the  laft  rema 

harafs  with  exactions  thofe  who    .j ^ 

verty  ^  not  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  our  libcrcjr,  or  Ae  ddncii 
country,  but  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  SanAiMK  far  ikt 
cution  of  a  very  unjuft  fcheme  formed  by  the  late  King,  i»i 
he  purchaicd  at  diftcrcnt  times,  on  diiferenc  emcrgeacio,  At 
curcence  of  other  powers ;  but  to  which  he  fiulcd  co  pot  llle  hi 
of  confirmation,  perhaps  in  hopes  of  a  male-heir,  Mad  kek^i 
which  he  had  fo  long  and  lb  induftrioufly  laboured,  to  bt  i 
completed  by  the  kiiidnefs  of  his  allies ;  having  by  an  unftfo 
war  againft  the  I'urks,  exhauftcd  his  trcafuie,  and  weaken 

tCDOpS. 

Wlicther  we  (hall  now  engage  in  this  dcfign ;  whether  we  Iki 
the  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  begin  another  war  < 
continent,  of  which  the  duration  cannot  be  determined,  the  a 
ciiimatfH,  or  the  event  lorctten  ;  whether  we  fliall  con'snJ  ai 
with  ail  the  Princes  of  die  (loufc  of  Bourlxm,  and  entangle  ow 
ill  a  i.ibyrinth  of  different  fchcmes  \  whether  we  fliall  pruiroke  I 
to  interrupt  our  commerce,  and  invaJc  cur  cokniies  and 
without  the  afliftuice  of  a  fingic  nliy  i^^ainH  tiiole  powers  tr.ai 
fct  u!moil  all  turi>pe  nt  ot  fiance,  i!»  now  to  be  determined  bi 
Lofdfhips. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  expected,  that  the  French  will  treat  u«  O! 
auxiliaries,  and  lati^fv  ihcmfclves  with  attacking  us  only  wf.er 
find  themfelves  o'/pof^.l  hv  us :  tiiev  will  -undoubtrdk.  mv  I 
confiJcr  us  as  princip.iU,  fincc  thcv  can  fuffcr  little  more  l> 
cliriitcr  war  ?gai:jfl  us. 

Thcfc,  iry  I.c:d<,  arc  the  dan::cr*  to  Ve  feared  from  the  mc 
w'.ii.li  wc  arc  now  p'.nj.;Jcd  tu  piirfue  ;  but  perfuaded  bv  argu 
whi.'h,  in  mv  cpinii*n,  ou^lit  to  have  very  little  influence  upc 
End  wl'.-ch  have  nnt -yci  hti*i  jblr,  however  artfuKy  or  »e: 
enfc'rci;!,  to  p:t'\a:l  upon  the  I)utt.h  to  unite  with  u». 

It  i!i>,  liuleed,  been  a'lcricJ,  ihst  the  Dutch  appear  tnchi 
.".(Tilt  u*< :  but  oi  tnat  inclination  ft  rouge  r  proofs  ou^ht  lurrhr 
produced,  bcfjre  wc  t~ke  suxihailcs  mto  pay,  and  tranipon 
i.Mo  anoihiL-r  cou:i::y,  wliicli  lus  ban  lo  often  rrprrfcntrd  N 
btcw  railed  for  I  lie  defence  of  their  own,  ui  collcCI  nuiuey  frc 
pubhc  by  the  prupagauon  o(  wvc\x&wws.v^. 
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fiiTOurabfc  iBcltnuion  in  the  Dutch  I  tm  die  more  doubts* 
ie  it  is  contrary  to  the  expe^tions  of  all  mankind^  and 
Kims  by  which  they  have  gencraliy  regulated  their  condndw 
irc  been  many  late  inftances  of  their  patient  fubmiffion  to* 
;oo  of  privilegea  to  which  they  have  thought  themfch^es 
mi  of  cbetr  preference  of  peace,  though  fosietimes  purv 
th  die  loTs  of  honour ;  or,  what  may  be  fuppofed  to  toucfa* 
non  much  more  nearly,  of  profit,  to  the  devaftation  and 
nd  hazards  of  war ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  by  any 
r  their  charader,  that  they  will  be  more  zealous  for  the^ 
others  than  for  tfaenr  own ;  or  that  they  will,  for  the  fupport 
leen  of  Hungary,  facrifice  that  fecurity  and  tranquillity 
:y  have  preferred  at  the  expcnce  of  their  commerce  at  oner 
by  paf&ve  fubmifllon  to  infults  at  another. 

nation  like  diis,  my  Lords,  will  in  the  quarrel  of  another 

any  but  moderate  meafures,  is  not  to  be  expend :  it  ii; 
ibable,  that  they  may  endeavour  by  embaffies  and  negocia- 
J)uil  the  prdent  diiputes,  or  offer  their  mediation  to  the 
g  powers ;  but  I  am  very  far  from  imagining,  that  they 
n  thcmfelves  any  difpofition  to  raife  armies,  or  equip  fleets, 

will  endanger  the  barrier  which  has  been  fo  dearly  pur« 
r  expofi:  themfelves  to  the  hazards  and  terrors  of  a  French' 
I  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  any  tendencyr 
Tuch  meafures  now  appears,  it  is  only  the  efkA  of  the  pre- 

of  fome  vehement  declaimers,  or  the  fecret  machination 
irtfut  prcjedors  among  them,  who  have  formed  chimerical* 
a  new  fyftem  of  Europe,  and  have  in  their  imaginations 

the  diftribution  of  dominion  and  power,  or  who  perhaps 
iniflied  their  patrimonies  by  negligence  and  extravagance, 

to  repair  them  in  times  of  confufion,  and  to  glean  part  of 
eft  of  treafure  which  the  public  mud  be  obliged  to  yield  in* 
rar.  I  am  ftill  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  true  intereft  of 
lie  will  be  confulted,  that  policy  will  prevail  over  intrigue, 

only  moderate  meafures  will  be  purfued  by  the  general 
f  the  States. 

ate  meafures,  my  Lords,  if  not  always  the  moft  honourable' 
inion  of  minds  vitiated  by  falfe  notions  of  grandeur,  are  at' 
ijs  the  moft  fafe;  and  are,  therefore,  eligible  at  leaft^  till 
r  of  mAits  begins  to  open,  and  the  (ucceb  <A   a^  tcvot^ 


fchemes  it  is  not  impcfliblc  that  both  may  be  wrong,  aiui 
middle  way  only  may  be  Ufc ;  nor  is  it  uncommon  tor  i 
are  precipitately  flying  from  one  extreme,  to  ruQi  blin 
another. 

But  our  miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  found  out  a  method 
plicating  errors  wliic^.  iijnc-  cif  ihcir  prcileceluirs,  howi 
maiizcJ  for  ig nor;* nee  an^i  &L>i'urdtty,  have  hitherto  bee 
attain  ;  tiiey  have  been  abler  to  reconi  ile  the  extremes  ot 
to  eiulangcr  the  public  intcrcll  at  the  iamc  time,  by  iiuci 
romantic  temerity. 

No  accufation  againfl  the  late  miniftry  was  more  gene 
atrocious,  or  more  adajted  to  inccnlc  the  people,  th^ 
neglecting  the  war  acainit  bpain  :  this  was  the  luhfcci  o(  i 
vcclivcs  which  were  vtiitcJ  a^.:in.l  them  in  the  ^ciutc,  o: 
among  the  people  ^  tor  this  ihcy  were  char^t^d  w;;n  a  I'cci 
deracy  againft  their  courtry«  with  diiregard  oi'  i:>  c«immen 
arms,  and  with  a  d'.i'i^ii  tu  ruin  the  nation  tor  i:o  otricr  ci» 
puni(h  liic  merchants. 

To  this  accufalion,  my  LorJs  diiijenily  propagai 
lingly  received,  and,  to  cuntcfs  the  uuth,  conhi 
fomc    appearances,    do  ihofc  owe  their  power,    who   ik> 
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the  iaiaries  which  had  with  fo  much  eagernefs  been  coveted 
'  avarice,  than  they  forgot  the  complaints  of  the  merchants, 
m  of  commerce,  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  flag,  the  danger 
American  territories,  and  the  great  importance  of  the  war 
■in,  and  contented  themfelves  with  ordering  convoys  for  our 
■IS,  inftead  of  deftroying  the  enemy  by  whom  they  are 
d. 

fleets  which  are  floating  from  one  coaft  to  another  in  the 
nraoean,  and  which  fomedmes  ftrike  terror  into  the  harm* 
labitants  of  an  open  coafl:,  or  threaten,  but  only  threaten, 
tion  to  an  unfortified  town,  I  am  very  far  from  confidering  as 
mts  fitted  out  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  neither  feel  nor  fear 
*at  injury  from  them :  their  trade  may  be,  indeed,  fomewhat 
1 ;  but  that  inconvenience  is  amply  compenfated  by  their  de- 
uis  upon  our  merchants :  their  navies  may  be  confiined  to 
wn  po^ts,  or  to  thofe  of  Frances  but  thcfe  navies  are  not 
iceflary  to  them,  fince  they  are  not  fufiiciently  powerful  to 
us  on  the  ocean  ;  and  therefore  they  who  are  thus  confined* 
efs  than  thofe  who  confine  them.  We  have,  indeed,  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  ourfcives  Lords  of  the  fea,  and  of  ihaking 
fts  with  vollies  of  our  cannon  i  but  we  purchafe  the  trium[^ 
7  high  price,  and  (hall  find  ourfcives  in  time  weakened  by  a 
lAentation  of  fuperiority. 

only  parts  of  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  which  they  can  re- 
ny  hurt  from  our  forces,  are  thofe  countries  which  they  pofle(s 
:rica,  and  from  which  they  receive  the  gold  and  filver  which 
;  their  pride,  and  incite  them  to  infult  nations  more  powerful 
emfelves.  By  fcizing  any  part  of  thofe  wealthy  regions,  we 
op  the  fountain  of  their  treafure,  reduce  them  to  immediate 
I  and  compel  them  to  folicit  peace  upon  any  conditions  that 
1  condefccnd  to  offer  them. 

neceflity  of  invading  thefe  countries,  my  Lords,  was  per- 
anderftood,  and  very  diftindly  explained,  when  the  forces 
I  for  that  expedition  were  delayed,  and  when  the  attempt  at  Car- 
I  mifcarried ;  nothing  was  more  pathctical  than  the  complaints 
patriots,  who  fpared  no  labour  to  inform  either  the  Senate  or 
tion  of  die  advantages  which  fuccefs  would  have  procured. 
Mt  mrafures  have  been  taken  to  repair  our  lofles,  or  to  re^aia 
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#ur  honour ;  or  what  new  fch(      s  iiavo  cmmBi  At  a 

attack  more  forcible  upon  feme  wi  I 

£very  one  can  remember^  tgw»  MtwanHP  of  ihMci 
was  imputed  not  to  its  dificulty,  loriD  tbr  cousageof  chaSf 
nor  to  the  ftrength  of  thdr  cs,  biic  to  Ite  ¥nfrilf*^r^ 
oficcrs,  and  the  irrpropnety  of  the  ieate ;  ani  k  was,  i 
without  doubt  thought  not  inipolTxble  to  stuck  the  Spanifk 
with  fucccfs ;  but  why  tlicn,  my  Lords,  ha\w  tker  hiihena 
the  Spaniards  to  difcipliiie  their  troopc,  and  fliasigihtu  rim  i 
kiiiirey  that  at  length  they  n^ay  fccureSy  M  as  as  dc&juoa,  a 
derour  merchants  without  fear  of  vengvtnce? 

Thus,  my  Lords,  has  our  real  inteitrft  been  nrgteAed  ii 
ttot  of  any  other  fchemc  of  equal  adTaucagc.  buc  of  the  ea 
of  the  arliiters  of  Europe  ;  we  have  fufiined  our  traile  to  he  d 
and  our  country  impovertihcd  for  the  bke  of  boUuig  the  ii 
f9W€r\  that  variable  balance,  in  which  foUy  and  ambitioa  ai 
tually  changing  the  weights,  and  which  neither  policy  nor 
could  yet  preferve  ileady  for  a  fin^e  year. 

In  the  profccutiort  of  this  idle  ichemc,  vr  are  about  to  v 
the  maxims  of  wififom,  and  perhaps  of  juftice ;  we  are  j 
deftroy  the  end  by  the  means  winch  wc  make  ufe  of  to  pre 
to  endanger  our  country  more  by  attemptii^  to  hinder  the 
which  aic  pri'icclcci  in  Kuro|it,  than  tlK'ir  accumpiilhment 
danger  it,  and  to  deliver  up  ourUlves  to  Franca  bclorc  Ibi 
any  demand  of  I'ubmifliun  from  us. 

If  any  excuie  could  be  made  for  expeditions  fo  likely  a 
ruin,  it  mull  be  that  juilice  required  ihem  ;  and  rhat  if  we  ii 
at  Icaft  fufiVr  in  fuppoit  of  right,  acJ  in  an  honcll  eoda 
promote  the  execution  ol'  the  great  laws  of  moral  equity ;  tk 
fail  of  fuccefk,  we  (hall  always  have  the  ccnibiation  of  haviBi 
well,  an  J  ot'  ha*,  ir.^  (iclc:\  ci!  iht^fc  \  Ickoiics  which  wc  could  nc 

But,  upon  an  impcrtial  turvcy  ot  ihc  caufc  in  which  wc  a 
to  engage,  and  on  which  wc  are  abo;:t  to  haaarJ  our  owi 
iicr<«,  Aiid  (hat  of  otir  pwiicrity,  I  can  dilcoicr  no  fuch  appaicf 
on  the  t:Jt  or  ti;c  Queen  of  Hungary,  a*  ought  to  in«.;te  di^ 
tic>!i^  to  (i'jioi.ic  hLf  qiiarrc\  fi  raiic  .unwck  iw  Iter  faitiur, 
Cder  her  lauic  a>  uui  o:  humau  n.ituitr,  uivi  to  prc>iiCiKc  t! 
iuvadc  her  urriigiicb,  is  t«tc  tiicni.^s  ui  ^.a.ial  Im.iv:). 
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^atic  SanAton)  my  Lords,  by  which  &e  claims  all  the 
ominions  of  her  family,  cannot  change  the  nature  of  right 
»  nor'  invalidate  any  claim  before  fubfifting,  unlefe  by  the 
he  prince  by  whom  it  was  made.  The  Eledor  of  Bavaria 
»Fe  urge  in  his  own  defence,  that  by  the  elder  filler  he  has 
I  indifputfble  right,  a  right  from  which  he  never  receded, 
concurred  in  the  Pragmatic  Sanation  ;  he  may  therefbutf 
illuftrious  princefs,  for  whom  fo  many  troops  are  raifed^ 
om  fo  much  blood  is  about  to  be  ihed^  with  ufurpatton^ 
tion  of  the  dominions  of  other  potentates,  and  with  an 
lertioa  of  a  fid&  title. 

;  Pragmatic  Sandion  is  generally  underftood  to  be  unjuft, 
Bciently  from  the  condud  of  thgfe  powers  who,  though 
f  folemn  ftipulations  to  fupport  it,  yet  look  unconcerned 
4ation  of  it,  and  appear  convinced,  that  the  princes  who 
lividing  among  themfelvcs  the  Auftrian  dominions,  pro- 
IS  which  cannot  be  oppofed  without  a  manifeft  difiregard  of 

stenfions  of  thefe  princes  ought  indeed  to  have  been  more 
confidcred,  when  this  guaranty  was  firft  demanded ;  for 
It,  that  either  no  fuch  compact  ought  to  have  been  made, 
ought  now  to  be  obferved  ;  and  that  thefe  who  now  juilify 
El  of  it,  by  urging  its  injufticc,  ought  to  have  refufed  aa-> 
it  for  the  fame  reafon.     But  it  is  probable,  that  they  will 
eir  defence,  what  cannot  cafily  be  confuted,  that  their  con- 
obtained  by  mifrcprcfuntations  ;  and  that  he  who  has  pro- 
o  any  thin^  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  is  right,  is  not  bound 
smifc,  when  he  has  difcovcrcd  it  to  be  wrong* 
>ugh  jufticc  may,  my  Lords,  be  pretended,  I  am  far  from 
that  policy  has  in  reality  fupplied  the  motives  upon  which 
'crs  proceed.     Since  the  world  is  evidently  governed  more 
t  thanvirtue,  I  think  it  not  unrcafonablc  to  imagine,  that 
their  mcafurcs  according  to  their  own  expet^atioiis  of  ad- 
and  as  I  do  not  believe  our  countrymen  diftinguiihcJ  from 
F  mankind  by  any  peculiar  difrcgard  of  thcmfelves,  it  may 
proper  to  exnmine,  even  in  this  place,  v/hcthcr  by  reftoring 
of  Auftria  to  ifi<3  ancient  grcatncf^,  vvc  (hall  promote  our 
tineb,  or  that  of  tl)c  empire,  or  of  the  rcll  o^  KuropL% 
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To  ourfelves,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  aSftaaoecta 

in  time  of  danger  bj  this  Houfe,   he      i    *   mwcfffid*  or 
frieiuily ;  for  I  fuppofe  we  fluil  never         r  it  to  grow  poi 
fea  as  well  as  by  Iand»  and  by  lea  only  can  we  receive  bi 

injuries. 

What  advantages  the  red  of  Europe  may  pranife  tbemft 
the  rcftoration  of  the  Auftrian  power,  may  be  Icaraed*  a 
from  the  hiftory  of  the  great  Emperor  Charka  dK  Fifth, 
many  yean  kept  the  world  in  continual  alanna,  ranged  fra 
CD  nation  with  tnceflant  and  inlatiablc  ambitioo,  made  wai 
the  extindion  of  the  Protefiant  religion,  and  employed  hu  p 
his  abilities  in  haraffing  the  neighbouring  princes,  and  dxAm 
tranquillity  of  mankind. 

Nor  did  his  fucceflbrs,  my  Lords,  though  weakened  by  th 
of  his  dominions,  enjoy  their  power  with  greater  modcr. 
exen  it  to  better  purpofes.  It  is  well  known,  that  chey  end 
the  fubveriion  of  both  the  liberties  and  religion  of  the  I'o! 
ftatcs  of  the  empire,  and  that  the  great  King  ot  SweJen  m 
into  Germany,  as  well  for  the  piefervation  of  the  Proiellant 
as  of  the  rights  of  the  cle£lors. 

This,  my  Jx>rds,  is  fo  generally  known  and  confeficii,  thj 
dorf,  the  beft  writer  0:1  the  German  conilttution,  tuts  cc 
difadvantageous  to  the  empire  to  place  at  its  heaJ  a  pr.c.-.  :^ 
ful  bv  his  hereditar.  doni  ai-^ns,  fxnce  thcv  wil!  .v.w--^  [.: 
with  force  to  opprc:^  ilir  u^.'^ci  piiiivc^i  .m*!  ii  i*  ii«»t  »..■.-' 
that  he  who  ha>  the  poMtr  t,j  ^Ypio,  1^  ;j|^;air.cj  n*.  r 
juilice. 

It  appears  thcrrt'orc  to  mc,  n.v  Tonis  t^at  i\c  \" :  c.  .. 
Emperor  was  m?Jc  witi  ludiviri.t  ic.:aril  :o  :r.r  zr-..:..  z  " 
that  therefore  n^:tr.?r  roixv  nor  cquiiv  or»I  nc  u*  10  <  -i  .a 
diftcmit  from  the  oihcr  jHjwers  who  arc  uii:.cd  ::.  ihr  la.Tr 
nu-j.ts  of  w!. 0111  I  iiO  no:  Icarij  bv  a:iv  ot  the  C3.:i-*:'^:i  ^  . 
inlriL^ciicc,  :h-!  ar,;  \ :  r.j.r.  i:::cnJ  the  l\i;*p«M:  .■.  i  .c  .'. 
Sancti(;ii  :  •»•!  r. )  r;cw!-'.«  -  1  u*  liiTpMcC  l.a*  '.ct  ;r.i».  ;:^ 
any  of  the  utiur  {-vJWc:*  arc  h..ini:  juxraruv,  rr  ic*'.  ^:  .;/;  :' 
*'<  Ihcir  ::%)Oi*«,  cr  r'.:k::!^  any  u::cjin:::oa  prvpi: a! ;».•:**,  wk: 
Icrctr-kc::  zn  cxpc-iiti'Mv  .ij.Inlk  t!^e  l.mjcror  or  h»^  a..:.*. 

Vr:,  mv  Lo:J*«,  th.  v  :.  ;  r.^t  rrfrriir.^J  tro;n3;ta\.\.-::^  iS-  J 
by  Ikj  jI.  :*.r,  c'^*  ^v.u:;<»  ^>  may  Lc  iiuJc  to  IaK  prLi^iA^i  1^: 
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t  bimno  obedience  as  their  Sovereign^  nor  have  contributed 

icquifition  of  his  honours ;  they  have  not,  like  his  Majefty, 

lidr  votes  for  his  exaltation  to  the  imperial  feat,  nor  have 

ledged  his  right  by  granting  him  an  aid.    They  might,  there- 

ithout  charge  of  difloyalty  or  inconfiftency,  endeavour  to  de- 

lim ;  but  how  his  Majefty  can  engage  in  any  fuch  defigo, 

nng  sealoufly  promoted  his  advancement,  and  confirmed  his 

by  the  ufual  acknowledgment,  I  am  not  able  to  underftand* 

evident,  that  the  King  of  Prufllia  believes  himfelf  reftrained 

own  a£b,  and  thinks  it  abfurd  to  fight  againft  an  Emperor 

ained  the  throne  by  his  choice ;  he  therefore  has,  with  his 

fdom,  refufed  to  engage  in  the  confederacy,  nor  have  eidier 

;  or  conceffions  been  able  to  obtain  more  from  him  than  a 

Jtrality. 

her  indeed  any  more  than  a  neutrality  be  intended  even  by 

ipous  armament,  for  which  we  are  now  required  to  provide, 

I  allowed  to  doubt ;  fince  the  troops  that  are  hired  at  fo  high 

re  fuch  as  cannot  a£i  againft  the  enemies  of  the  Queen  of 

fj  without  breach  of  the  imperial  conftitutions. 

5  been  already  juftly  obferved  in  this  debate,  that  when  the 

r  has  obtained  from  the  Diet  an  aid  of  fifty  months,  that  ad 

lered  as  an  authentic  recognition  of  his  title ;  nor  can  any 

jerman  princes  afterwards  make  war  againft  him,  without 

ig  his  dominions  to  the  imperial  interdict,  and  lofing  the  pri- 

>f  his  fovereignty. 

the  prcfent  Emperor  has  already  received  this  acknowledg- 

nd  been  confefled  by  his  Majefty,  as  Eledlor  of  Hanover,  to 

ly  invefted  with  the  imperial  dignity,  is  well  known}  and 

z  I  cannot  by  a;iy  meihod  of  reafoning  difcover,  nor  have 

.d  any  man  able  to  inform  me,  why  the  troops  of  Hanover 

irn  before  thofc  of  any  other  nation,  for  a  defign  which  they 

execute  without  ruining  their  Sovereign  if  they  fail ;  and 

ig  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  if  they  ftiould  happen  to 
? 

lid  therefore  have  imagined,  that  the  afTiftance  of  the  Queen 
pry  was  only  pretended,  and  that  the  forces  were  only  de- 
>  breathe  the  air  of  the  continent,  and  to  difplay  tht'ir  fcarlet 
:xpence  of  Britain,  had  not  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  third 
ebate  informed  us,  that  they  wiil  in  rcaliij  mwcVi  \vXo  Citt- 
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many;  a  defign,  my  Lords»  (b  ro  ifiMafcltiiiirf^ 

ouff  that  though  I  cannot  doubt  i(      er        1       inaott«  1 
have  believed  it  on  any  other ;   a  dc      1  hi  kopc 

who  regards  the  weUare  of  this  kingdom  will  initSmgUf 
and  which  every  Briton  muft  mth  that  tome  lackj  aocidi 
iruftrate. 

To  lend  an  army  into  Germany,  my  Lordti  b  to  kasard  « 
country  without  ncccffity,  without  temptatiois  wicfiOHt  pnK 
poAbilit}' of  advantage ;  it  if  to  engage  inji  ^wrel  which 
idation  to  our  dominions,  or  rights,  or  commeict ;  ■  qaan 
which,  however  it  be  decided,  we  can  neidwr  hope  for  mnj 
of  our  wealth,  our  force,  or  our  inluence ;  but  which  may 
us  in  a  vifar  without  end,  in  which  it  will  be  dificok  to  db 
vidory,  and  in  which  we  muft  yet  either  conquer  or  be  iiado 

Surely,  my  Lords,  an  expedition  like  thia  waa  aevcr  um 
before,  widiout  confulting  the  Senate,  and  declaring  the  ma 
which  it  was  defigncd :  furely  never  was  any  fupplj  of  dm 
demanded,  without  fome  previous  difcoveriet  to  this  H006 
imporunce  of  the  fimrice  for  which  they  were  required  to 
On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  all  the  councils  of  the  gorcma 
covered  by  a  cloud  of  aiTecled  fccrecy,  nor  is  any  knowlr^ 
aCiirs  to  be  gained,  hut  from  papers  which  are  not  to  be  i 
here,  the  printed  votes  of  the  other  Houfe. 

I  am  alwi\'s,  my  I^rds,  inclined  to  fufjpeA  unofual  fecn 
to  imagine,  that  men  cither  conceal  their  meafures«  becaulc  t! 
not  defend  them  ;  or  affeJl  an  ^()])carance  of  conceal tng  then 
in  reality  chcy  have  vet  projeclcJ  nothing,  and  draw  the  ml  1 
loinmon  care,  only  left  it  fliould  be  difcovered  that  their  i^ 
brhiihi  it ;  as  when  palaces  arc  (hewn,  thofc  apartments  w 
em ;»fy,  are  carefully  I'^cknl  up. 

'I'o  i:nnfvr!i  my  oplfilon  wlthi»ut  refrrve,  I  am  not  fo  much 
to  h.  !r-. -,.  that  our  niinit^v*rs  i1«Ti?ns  are  bad,  a%  thjt  the 
rofhini:  ;  ?.*v?  t'lt'prc^  that  thi<  mi^'^ry  army,  fo  hvifiily  ^ 
C'»I!txU»!  :".  »;:i  tuv!:  JilTani  j>irt>,  is  to  regulate  its  m.Kioiff 
citicir,  r.:u!  to  wjit  ^itr.OMt  aAi^n,  fiil  hme  change  in  t 
nf  Firrpc  fli.::l  mukt  ii  more  cify  for  our  mimfters  to  far 
fi^  ••'nc. 

I  hr-\  rrr  I.orc?*    that  br  fjme  accident  more  favourable 
hMvv  zt  p:clcjic  rcaion  lu  cn\^C\)  out  Oetmui  cxpeditioa  wil 
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i,  tni  our  miniftcrs  fliall  awaken  from  their  prerent  dream  of 
*ing  Europe  from  the  French  ambition,  and  of  reftoring  the 
DC   greatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of.  Auftria.     I  hope  every  day,  as  it 
Id  their  experience,  will  diminifb  that  ardour  which  is  generally 
WcA  of  imper<ed  views,  which  is  commonly  raifed  by  partisd 
lerations,  and  ends  in  inconflderate  undertakings.    I  hope  they 
n   time  think  it  no  advantage  to  their  fellow-fubjeds  to  be 
ed  to  fight  the  battles  of  other  nations,  and  to  be  called  out 
v«ry  field,  where  they  fliall  happen  to  hear  that  blood  is  to  be 
I  hope  they  will  be  taught,  that  the  only  bulinefs  of  Britain  is 
icrce  ;  and  that  while  our  fhips  pafs  unmolefted,  we  may  fit  at 
nrhatrver  be  the  defigns  or  a6ltons  of  the  potentates,  on  the  con- 
c  ^  that  none  but  naval  power  can  endanger  our  fafety,  and  that 
not  neceflary  for  us  to  enquire,  how  foreign  territories  are 
buted,  what  family  approaches  to  its  eztindtion,  or  where  a  fuc- 
r  will  be  found  to  any  other  crown  than  that  of  Britain, 
thcfe  maxims  were  once  generally  underftood,  firom  how  much 
exity  would  our  counfels  be  fet  free  i  how  many  thouGuads  of 
ellow-fubje£b  would  be  prefer ved  from  flaugbter?    and  how 
I  would  our  wealth  be  incrcufed,  by  faving  tbofe  fums  which  are 
friquandered  in  idle  expeditions,  or  in  negotiations  equally  ufeleft, 
lerhaps  equally  expenflve  i  Had  thefe  principles  been  received  by 
orefathers,  we  might  now  have  given  laws  to  the  world,  and 
ips  our  pofterity  will  with  equal  reafon  fay,  How  happy,  how 
9  and  formidable  they  (houlJ  have  been,  had  not  wc  attempted 
c  and  to  hold  the  balance  of  power,  and  negle£led  the  iutereft  of 
mntry  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  the  Houle  of  Auftria  ! 
ins,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  and  enforce  my 
on  of  the  meafures  in  which  our  minifters  have  engaged  the 
fl  ;  and  hope,  that  I  ihull  not  be  accufed  of  being  influenced  in 
eterminations  by  perfonal  prejudices,  nor  of  having  changed  my 
ons  with  rcgr.rd  to  public  aH'^iirs,  in  confequcncc  of  any  change 
e  pericos  by  whom  they  arc  conducted,     f'or  if  my  fentiments 
ev^rr  been  thought  important  enough  to  be  retained  in  memory, 
,  with  the  utmoil  ccr.  tide  nee,  appeal  to  all  thofe  who  can  recoU 
ivhat  I  have  formerly  faid,  when  the  re-eftabliflimcnt  of  the 
e  of  Auftria  was  the  fubjcct  of  our  confuUations  -,  and  defy  the 
rigorous  and  attentive  examiner  of  my  conduct,  to  prove,  tbaC 
tfvcr  was  a  time,  in*  which  1  thought  it  oeccflaxy  oc  ts^dxtill 
*£.  IL  Y  \^\ 
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for  the  Britlfli  nation  to  be  entangled  in  dil    ites  oaikctti 
or  to  employ  her  arms  in  regulating  the  pri    nfioos  of 
powers. 

I  was  always  of  opinion*  my  Lords,  dut  peace  is  the 
ft Jte,  and  that  the  eafe  of  fecurity  is  to  be  pieferreJ  to  dtt  ki 
viAory.  I  always  thought  peace  particularly  neoefiuy  to  a 
people  I  and  as  I  have  yet  found  no  reafon  to  alter  my  km 
and  as  auxiliaries  cannoc  be  of  any  ufe  but  m  time  of  war,  1 1 
deavour  to  promote  peace  by  joining  in  the  motion. 

Lord  Cholmondiliy  Qwke  to  this  tSoSti^^hij  Laiii 
withftanding  the  atrocious  diarges  which  have  been  urged 
much  vehemence  againft  the  miniftry ;  notwiihftanding  i 
and  abfurdity  which  fome  Lords  have  imagined  themielvcs  i 
difcovercd  in  the  prefent  meafures,  I  cannot  yet  prevail  upoo 
whatever  may  be  my  veneration  for  their  integrity,  or  my  coi 
in  their  abilities,  to  approve  the  nK>tion  for  which  they  fo  e 
contend. 

To  comply  with  this  motion,  my  I^rds,  would  be,  in  my  c 
to  betray  the  general  caufe  of  mankind,  to  interrupt  the  fia 
the  aflerters  of  liberty,  to  give  up  all  the  continent  at  once 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  defeat  all  the  meafures  of  our  anccft 
ourfelves,  and  to  invite  the  oppreflbrs  of  mankind  tu  cxtco 
claims  of  univerfal  dominion  to  the  ifland  of  Britain. 

Of  the  meafures  which  we  arc  now  to  confidcr,  I  think  the 
at  once  obvious  and  unanfwerable ;  and  (hould  advife,  that  in 
exerting  an  ufelefs  fagacity  in  uncertain  conjectures  on  futu.T 
or  difpiaying  unfcafonable  knowledge  by  the  ciution  of  autk 
or  the  rccolIeAion  of  ancient  fa£b,  every  Lord  Oiould  attt 
compare  the  Rate  into  which  Europe  was  reduced  foon  after  th 
ot  the  late  Kmperor,  with  that  in  which  it  now  appears;  aodi 
ti  wh.it  ciiifes  fuch  fudden  and  important  changes  are  to  be  a) 
Hr  n  til  then  eafilv  difcover  the  eflicacv  of  the  Britifli  meafurr 
br  cnn\  incc.-*,  that  nothing  has  been  omitteJ  which  the  inte:c!l 
lutiun  r'Tj'jiicd. 

W'rx'A  1  hi^ar  it  afod  by  the  noble  Lords,  What  cfTcb  hii 
pri  Iiii.-.l  hv  our  armnments  and  cxpenco  f  \'\»i  what  c:id  aua 
a:r  li-rr  !,    rii!  \\}\y  our  ;irmie>  arc  tranfiMjitcd  into  KUnJcn  ? 
!!•/(  but  fil',<.  t,  m\  Lord*,  that  thi*  al^ectailon  o\  ignorance 
i/.tt-iided  to  iiiiiaic   tlicir  o;*^)o:;cnis -,  that  they  fup^rcfs  UH 
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dhejr  are  well  acquainted,  only  that  they  may  have  an  oppor- 
of  giving  vent  to  their  paffions,  of  difplaying  their  imagination 
li  reproaches,  and  exercifing  their  eloquence  in  fplendid  decla- 
Mm  I  believe  they  hide  what  they  know  where  to  find,  only 
ge  others  to  the  labour  of  producing  it ;  and  afk  queftions, 
muk  diey  want  or  defire  information,  but  becaufe  they  hope 
ty  thofe  whoie  ftations  condemn  them  to  the  u(k  of  anfwering 

efieSs,  my  Lords,  which  the  afliftance  given  by  us  to  the 
of  Hungary  have  already  produced,  are  the  recovery  of  one 
n,  and  the  fafety  of  the  reft;  the  exclufion  of  the  Spaniards 
aly  on  the  one  part,  and  on  the  other  the  confinement  of  them 
ithout  either  the  fupplies  for  war,  or  the  neceflaries  of  life. 
hj  my  Lords,  are  furely  great  advantages ;  but  thefe  are  not 
iteft  which  we  have  reafon  to  hope.  Our  vigour  and  refolu- 
fc  at  laft  animated  the  Dutch  to  fufpend  for  a  time  their  atten-» 
trade  and  money,  and  to  confider  what  they  feldom  much 
the  ftate  of  other  nations  ;  the  moft  rich  and  powerful  of  their 
es  have  already  determined  to  concur  in  the  re-eftabli(hment 
Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  if  the  approbation  of  the  reft  be  necef- 
is  likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  fame  method  of  proceeding. 
ij  my  Lords,  we  have  a  profpeft  of  doing  that  which  the 
rs  of  Queen  Anne,  whofe  fidelity,  wifdom,  and  addrefs,  have 
often  and  fo  invidioufly  commended,  thought  their  greateft 
p  and  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  their  abilities.  We  may  foon 
oother  confederacy  agaiixft  the  Hoiiie  of  Bourbon,  at  a  time 
pouis  XIV.  is  not  at  its  head,  at  a  time  when  it  is  exhaufted 
ufive  projtSts ;  and  when,  therefore,  it  cannot  make  the  fame 
ce  as  when  it  was  before  attacked. 

mrfuing  the  fcheme  which  is  now  formed,  with  ftcadinefs 
OUT)  we  may  perhaps  re-infbte  all  thofe  nations  in  their  liber - 
hon  cowardice,  or  negligence,  or  credulity  have,  during  the 
itory,  delivered  up  to  the  ambirion  of  France :  we  may  con- 
t  fwelling  monarchy,  which  has  from  year  to  year  torn  down 
indaries  of  its  neighbours,  within  its  ancient  limits,  and  dif- 
fbr  ages  from  giving  any  new  alarms  to  mankind,  and  from 
;aaj other  efforts  for  the  acquifition  of  univerfal  dominion^ 
f  re-eftablifh  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  as  the  great  barrier  of  tho 
bj  wliidi  it  &  prefervcd  on  one  pan  from  bluig  laid  wafte  by 
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the  barbarity  of  the  Turks,  and  on        o      '  fr  m 
politer  t)Taiiu,  and  over-run  by        ;  i  of  F 

£Icvatcd  wich  fuch  fuccefs,  and  cm  by  fiich  pn^ 

ought  furcly,  my  Lords,  to  prefs  forward  in  a  path^  vtaarc  i 
hitherto  found  no  difficulties,  and  which  kada  direAIy  fo  fat 
and  happinefs,  which'  no  dangers  or  terrors  can  hcrcaAcr  im 
we  ought,  inftead  of  relaxing,  to  redouble  our  cfibrta  ^  aa 
member,  that  by  exerting  all  our  ftrength  and  all  our  inducfl 
fliort  time,  we  (ball  not  only  fecure  ourfclvea  and  our  poAcr 
infulcnce  and  oppreflion,  but  (hall  eftablilh  ihe  iraaquillif] 
world,  and  promote  the  general  fclicicy  of  the  hunuB  ipena 

For  thc'fe  great  purpofes,  my  Lords,  are  thofe  auxiliary  i 
of  which  fome  Lords  now  require  the  difmiflEon,  and  tbaii 
tranfported,  which  part  of  the  nation  is  by  falfe  reports  iix 
recal ;  but  I  hope  that  fuch  unreafonable  demands  will  not  b 
fied,  and  that  the  faith  of  treaties,  the  ties  of  friendlhip,  xk 
juftice,  and  the  exptcbtions  of  our  allies,  will  eafily  prcr^ 
your  Lordfliips  to  dcfpifc  the  murmurs  of  prejudice,  and  tAc  i 
of  faAion. 

Lord  Bath  replied  to  the  following  efFeil  :<^My  Lords  ^ 
far  from  thinking,  that  my  ad%  ice  or  opinion  can  be  oC  an 
this  illuftrious  AITcmbly,  I  (hould  have  liilciied  in  Clcnce  to 
bate,  importsmt  as  it  is,  had  1  not  thought  it  my  duty  todcfi 
what  I  approved  in  the  council  \  and  coniidered  it  as  an  a<d  oc 
dice  and  mcaniicfs  to  toll  pafiively  down  the  Aream  of  popuiz: 
to  fuficr  my  reai'on  and  my  integrity  to  be  overborne  by  tbe 
\ulgur  cUmours,  which  haxebecn  ras/cJ  a^jainft  the  mcoiurc 
government  by  the  low  arts  of  e^aggcxation,  fallacious  rea 
and  partial  rrprL'tjr.:-ti«>:is.  It  is  not  without  concern,  mj 
tliat  cv-.n  in  thi<  Houfi:  1  obfcrve  foiiic  iiiclitiation  to  gratily  di 
(iiccs  uf  the  people,  ai\A  to  conhrm  them  in  their  contemp 
foreign  trinjps,  by  the  poor  artifice  of  contemptuous  ian^ua^ 
difpuic  about  woru>,  i^  indeed  I'cIJom  uieful ;  and  when  q 
fo  wviehty  a«  tl'.cfe  arc  before  us,  may  be  jullly  cenfurcd  as  in 
I  fluil  th::rci'orc  oi.ly  obi'crvc,  that  the  term  mif^enMrm^  wii 
the  motion  applied  to  the  tu.ccsof  Haaover,  ticcoii  dcli^M 
to  affcit  the  paflions  than  inQoencc  the  icalbn^  and  uHCttkd 
€Mfttb  a  partiality  which  cannot  be  julL£ed« 


it  is  fiur'more  neceflary,  my  Lords,  toconfider  upon  what 

die  tnx>ps  of  Hanorer  were  hired,  than  by  what  denomina- 

they  may  moift  properly  be  called ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  cndca^ 

to  explain  the  reafons  which  induced  the  miniftry  to  retain  them, 

which,  I  fuppofe,  have  prevailed  upon  the  Commons  to  provide 

fupport. 
has  been  afked.  Why  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  preferred  to 
of  any  other  nation  ?  And  it  has  been  infinuated,  th^t  our  de> 
lion  was  influenced  by  motives  very  different  from  that  regard 
every  Briton  owes  to  the  intcreft  of  his  native  country.  But 
imputation,  however  fpccious  and  however  popular,  it  may  be 
great  fecurity  replied,  that  there  was  no  preference,  becaufe  there 
choice  ;  that  there  was  a  necefiity  for  hiring  troops,  and  that 
troops  were  to  be  obtained  i  and  whoever  (hall  endeavour  to 
this  defence,  muft  engage  in  an  undertaking  of  which  I  can 
tMj  afirm,  that  he  will  find  it  very  difficult.  He  muft  (hew  what 
ver  would  have  been  able  or  willing  to  have  furni(hed  us  with 
lops  on  this  occafion ;  and  I  am  confident,  that  whoever  (hall  with 
bdefign  take  a  deliberate  furvey  of  the  feverai  kingdoms  and  ftates 

I  Emrop^,  will  find,  that  there  is  no  other  prince  to  whom  we  could 
we  applied  on  this  occa(ion,  without  greater  inconveniencies  than 

II  reafonabty  be  feared  from  the  prefent  ftipuUtion  with  Hanover. 
fFht  reaibns  indeed,  for  which  this  ftipulation  was  made,  appeared 
Fftrongy  when  it  was  confidered  in  the  council,  that  it  was  unani* 
tbidlj  determined  neceflary ;  nor  was  the  conclufion  haftily  made 
ft  sa  aflembly  of  particular  perfons,  who  might  be  fufpc£led  of 
ikmring  it  from  private  views,  and  of  being  convened  on  purpofe 
k'pot  it  in  execution  :  it  \vas  debated  by  a  great  number  with  great 
fctarity ;  nor  can  any  man  fay,  that  he  only  yielded  to  what  he  found 
'1b  vain  to  oppofe ;  for  the  confcnt  given  was  not  a  tacit  acquief- 

',  bilt  a  verbal  approbation.     So  far  was  this  part  of  our  mea- 

firom  being  the  advice  of  any  fmglc  man,  or  tranfaded  with  that 

iecnecy  which  is  the  ufual  refuge  of  bad  deftgns. 

keen  aflerted  likewife,  my  Lords,  and  with  much  greater 

of  jufticsi  that  this  whole  defign  has  been  formed  and 

widuHit  the  concurrence  or  approbation  of  the  Senate ; 

thcreibi    it  can  be  confidered  only  as  a  private  fcheme  to  be 

at  die  public  expence,  as  a  plan  formed  by  the  miniftry  ta 

ariM  ftaoMtc  thanfclvcs  at  the  hazard  q(  iSat  ta:uMStv« 
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Rut  even  this,  my  Lords,  is  a  mifr  itioii»  Aoq^  I 

reprcfcntation  more  artful,  and  more  d:  :ult  to  dcfettt  bSB 
order  to  the  jultification  of  our  meafures,  it  is  neccflay  •) 
review  of  paft  tranUctions,  and  to  confider  what  was  MB 
iin]}hcd  hy  torincr  determinations  of  the  Senate. 

The  period,  my  Lords,  to  which  this  confideratioii  will  BK 
carry  us  li:ick,  is  the  time  a:  which,  after  the  late  tedious  «v,  . 
w;>5,  on  v.niiicvcr  terms  concluded  with  France.  Ic  is  well 
th.u  the  (  onfcditates  demanded^  among  other  advmntageSt  a 
ot  rh.'C  part  of  1'' landers  which  had  been  for  many  jrears  in  I 
li-iIi'Mi  (it  Spain,  and  which  opened  a  way  by  which  the  aafa 
thr.-  iloufc  of  iiourbon  mijht  make  inroads  at  picture  into! 
r*.ii.io:is  of  cither  the  Aufirians  or  Dutch.  This  thej 
di.tiiy  intctctUd  in  preventing ;  and  as  we  knew  the 
p-i'tcrvitij:  the  cquipoilc  of  power,  we  likcwife  were  reoxMelye 
t.)  promote  ;try  lucii'uics  by  which  it  might  be  fecurcd.  Int 
111.11. •!,  the : '.  t'ori-s  nU  the  confederate  powers  naturally  united,  . 
their  united  influence  enforced  compliance.  But  though  it  w 
witii  no  ^rcjc  profundity  of  p<iliiical  knowledge  to  diCcorei 
whom  thele  provinces  fhould  be  taken  away,  to  whom  the? 
be  ^*,ivcn,  uas  a  quelUon  of  more  difficulty  ;  ftnce  they  migtu 
tlu*  power  tiiat  had  opportunities  of  improving  them,  fuch  an  u 
of  commerce  and  wealth  as  might  defeat  the  end  tor  which  the 
dciu.'.-.dcd,  and  deftroy  the  balance  of  power,  by  tranifcm 
much  weight  into  another  fcale.  And  mankind  has  Icarao 
L.>id>,  hy  e.x|H:ricnce,  chat  exorbitant  power  will  alwaj's  p 
e\i»rl-iu:it  pride  i  that  very  lew,  when  they  can  opprcis  with  ie 
will  be  contained  within  the  bounds  of  equity  by  the  reftrii 
11. ( r..:itv  or  or'  rcli;;ion  ;  an  1  that  therefore  the  only  method  01 
bllh  !. :  n  luitir.^  peace  is  to  uivide  power  fo  equally,  that  no 
nuy  ha\c  ;'.ny  certain  protpect  of  ailvantagc  by  making  wai 
am  tiicr. 

i  iir  t';  s  rcafon,  my  I#ord«,  it  was  apparently  contrary  to  c 

terttT  ti  yTM\t  thofe  provinces  to  thnfc  to  whom  by  their  fil 

thcv  mi  .'u  have  been  m^il  utVUi!.     Such  countries,  and  tuck 

factuxji  m  the  hands  of  a  people  \'crfeJ  perhaps  beyond  aH  < 

in        fcicnce  and  the  flrata?cras  of  trade,  and  always  wi 

ve  every  opportunity  of  iiu  reafing  their  riches,  wod 

ihcm \\\  A (hou VITA  \o ^i^Yoit %ti vevvcgcSl >& te  a 
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I  monarchs  of  the  world,  to  have  maintained  fleets  that 
re  covered  the  ocean,  and  to  have  obtained  that  univerfal 
to  which  the  French  have  fo  long  afpired,  and  which,  it  is" 
lore  for  the  intereft  of  mankind,  that  if  flavery  cannot  be 
,  thej  (hould  obtain,  as  they  would  perhaps  ufe  their  power 
:  generofity. 

me  realbn,  my  Lords,  naturally  made  the  Dutch  unwilling 
fe  provinces  in  the  hands  of  Britain  ;  for  we  likewife  make 
>n  of  trade,  though  we  do  not  purfue  it  with  the  iame 
r  to  confeft  the  truth,  with  the  fame  fuccefs  :  It  was  not 
to  be  imagined,  that  there  would  not  be  /ound  among  us 
i  of  iagacity  to  difcem,  and  of  induftry  to  improve  the  op- 
s  which  the  new  dominions  would  have  put  into  our  hands 
g  our  manu£iichures  in  parts,  where  at  prefent  they  are  very 
Hm*  Nor  was  this  the  only  danger  to  be  feared  from  fuch 
le  of  dominion :  The  Dutch  have  not  yet  forgotten,  that 
e  at  firft  reicued  them  from  flavery,  patronized  the  infanc]^ 
bate,  and  continued  our  guardianfli^ip,  till  it  was  grown  up 
ty,  and  enabled  to  fupport  itfelf  by  its  own  ftrength,  yet  we 
I  made  very  vigorous  attempts  to  reduce  it  to  its  original 
,  and  to  fink  it  into  pupillage  again ;  that  we  attempted  to 
e  moft  eflential  part  of  its  rights,  and  to  prefcribe  the  num- 
ps  that  it  ihould  maintain.  They  know  likewife,  my  Lords, 
le  natural  rotation  of  human  afiairs,  the  fame  counfels  may 
uture  reign  be  again  purfued,  or  that  fome  unavoidable  con- 
terefl  may  produce  a  conteft  that  can  be  decided  only  by  the 
nd  then  it  may  eafily  be  perceived,  how  much  they  would 
gtred  by  the  neighbourhood  of  Britifh  garrifons,  and  of 
,  where  we  might  maintain  numerous  armies  at  a  very 
lence.  It  is  therefore  no  fubjed  of  wonder,  that  a  nation 
I  fubtile  than  the  Dutch  ihould  find  out  how  much  it  was 
fttOtf  that  we  fbould  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  our 
id  ;  and  that  we  fhould  not  have  it  in  our  power  to  attack 
ik  armies  as  well  as  fleets,  and  at  once  to  obflrud  their 
m  and  invade  their  country. 

remained,  dierefore,  my  Lords,  no  power  but  the  Em- 

whom  thefe  provinces  could  be  configned ;  and  to  him, 

9  they  were  given,  but  given  only  in  trufl  for  the  joint  ad- 

itf the  whole  confederacy;  he  indeed  enjoys  \W\i  itrf^tv>sc^ 
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oo  condilidn,  tfiat  he  fliall  fupport  the  j  ncce&ry  id  A 

fence  9  but  he  cannot  tran&fer  them  to  any  ot  r  power*  m  i 
them  to  the  detriment  of  chofe  nationi  •  coaewral  i 
quiring  them. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  my  LorJs,  to  obferre,  that  on  li 
traA  depends  the  jufiicc  of  our  conducl  with  regard  to  the  C 
eftabliihed  at  OAend  for  carr)*ing  on  a  trade  lo  cbe  Lai 
Thefe  Provinces  were  granted  to  the  Confederate  PowcrSt  i 
figned  to  the  Emperor  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  tor  the  commoa 
k  wa5»  therefore,  plainly  intended  by^  this  contraA*  that  hi 
nf^  none  of  the  advantages  which  thel'e  new  dominiofis  afior.: 
to  the  detriment  of  thofe  powers  by  whofc  girt  he  emovcc  vn 
could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Dutch  and  Bnrains  debarred  ca 
from  thofc  opportunities  of  trade  only  to  e:;:;blc  the  Kmpcroi 
them  both. 

I'he  towns,  therefore,  my  Lords,  were  at  this  time  del 
by  the  Senate  to  be  the  geneial  pioperiy  uf  all  the  CVi 
Powers,  acquired  by  their  united  arms  ;*nd  tcibe  prcllrrveU 
common  advantage,  as  the  pledge  of  pi  ace,  and  the  paiU 
Europe.  If,  therefore,  it  fliould  at  any  time  happen,  t' 
ihouid  be  endangered  cither  by  the  wenkiu'U  or  nr^!rt*>  it 
of  thole  po%iPcrs,  the  reil  arc  to  exert  iheir  right,  and  einlc^vt 
prefcr\'ation  and  iecurity  ;  nor  is  there  any  new  tlipuat:cc 
ncceilary  for  this;  lince  with  rti'pecl  to  the  Confederates  K  i^ 
ia  the  original  ftipulation,  and  with  regard  to  the  Senate  Ai 
in  the  Mpprobatioa  which  was  bellowed  U|Xmi  that  conixAi:), 
WJS  made, 

The  time,  my  Lords,  in  which  this  common  ri^ht  is  to  b 
is  now  arrived  ;  the  Queen  of  H'inzsrr  invailed  in  her  it 
dominions  and  prcficd  on  every  Udc  by  a  geiKril  com?;? 
aliuoft  all  the  furrountim^  Princes,  declares  hedcit  no  longr 
fupport  the  garrifonsof  ihe  harrier^  and  informs  uf,  thai  tti^ 
to  rical  her  troops  ibi  the  defence  of  thcr  own  country, 
then  is  more  apparent*  my  Lords,  than  t.ut  e.:hcr  ihric  lai 
fill  agiin  iiitj  :hc  h.nJs  cf  the  I'lcnLh,  and  that  «*«  Inall  b« 
to  recover  tliem,  %i  ihev  <;an  evt  r  ^  rrcuvcreJ,  at  the  ea 

other  ten  years  war,  or  tliat  eiiLcr  we  or  the  Dutch  tr 
pt  to  f  tfaeplaic  U  ihvk  wih^h  tiic  ixciftsties  ol  ±i 

lo  wittidiA«« 
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t  the  towns  of  Flanders  (hould  be  refigned  gratuitouOy  to 
I  thait  the  enemies  of  mankind  fhould  be  put  in  pofieiSon  of  die 
ft  bulwarks  in  the  world9  furrounded  by  fields  and  paftures 
mainuin  their  garrifons  without  ezpence,  will  not  be  pro- 
J  any  of  this  Ailembly.  But  it  may  eaiily  and  naturally  be 
i,  that  the  Dutch  ought  to  garrifon  thefe  towns  as  mora 
intereftcd  in  their  preicrvation,  and  more  commodioufly  fitu- 
r  tbeir  defence  $  nor  can  it  be»  indeed,  denied,  that  the  Dutch 
juftly  cenfured  for  their  negle<^  as  they  appear  to  leave  the 

0  caufe  to  our  protection,  and  to  prefer  their  commerce  and 
lie  to  their  own  fafety  and  the  happinefs  of  the  'world. 

.,  my  Lords,  has  been  very  warmly  ailerted  in  their  own 
dies,  nor  have  there  been  wanting  men  of  fpirit  and  integrity 

1  them  who  have  dcfpifed  the  gold  and  promifes,  and  detected 
fices  of  France ;  who  have  endeavoured  by  all  the  arts  of  argu« 
md  perfuafion  to  roufe  their  countrymen  to  remembrance  of 
rmer  danger,  and  to  an  enquiry  into  their  real  intereft  ;  who 
Ivifed  the  levy  of  new  forces,  and  the  cftablifiimeat  c^  a  new 
;racy ;  who  have  called  upon  the  ftare  to  face  danger  while  it 
dtftant,  and  to  fecure  their  own  country  by  pouring  their 
IS  into  the  towns  and  citadels  by  which  tbeir  frontiers  ace 
ed. 

rir  arguments,  however  juft,  have  not  yet  attained  their  end, 
be  imputed  to  the  conftitution  embarrafled  by  the  combinatioa 
rent  interefts,  which  muft  be  reconciled,  before  any  refolution 
formed ;  a  iingle  town,  my  Lords,  can  by  refufing  its  confent 
tand  to  the  moft  necefTary  defigns,  and  it  is  eafily  to  be  ima- 
that  by  a  monarch  equally  crafty  and  rich,  a  fingle  town  may 
MS  be  bribed  into  meafures  contrary  to  the  public  intereft. 
■ly  Lords,  the  negligence  of  the  Dutch  is  a  motive  which 
to  incite  us  to  vigour  and  difpatch  i  ftnce  it  is  not  for  the 
'  the  Dutch  but  ourfelves,  that  we  defire  the  fuppreffion  of 
•  If  the  Dutch  are  at  length  convinced  of  the  eafe  of  flaver}', 
■k  liberty  no  longer  worth  the  labour  of  preferving  it,— if  they 
ft  Wkk  the  taft  of  labouring  for  the  happine(s  of  others,  and 
MUBM-  the  ftand  on  which  they  were  placed,  as  the  general 
Vik  worid,  (  i  ilge  themfelves  in  tranquillity  and  flumber, 
my  Lords,  give  way  to  the  fame  infatuation  ;  let  not  ua 
01        Mugt  that  roXk  tovvtrds  va  ti\  \i  Vn:^  '^- 
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vuHccil  triO  f.ir  to  be  rcGftcd.  Let  us  remember,  that  wt  uc  i 
our  prckrvation  only  to  ourfelves  and  redouble  our  cfbfts  ni| 
lion  as  oclK-rs  nrglccl  their  duty.  Let  us  (hew  mankind,  i 
arc  neither  afraiii  to  Hand  up  alone  in  defiance  of  jufticc  lal* 
(^nm,  nor  unable  to  maintain  the  caufe  that  we  have  and 
to  aflcrt. 

But  if  it  (hould  be  thought  by  any  of  this  noble  AflcnUy,  i 
concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is  afafolutely  neceflary  to  a  pra^pefl 
ccfs,  it  may  be  reafonably  anfwercd,  that  by  engaging  im  a 
which  can  leave  no  doubt  of  either  our  power  or  our  finccr 
corxurrencc  of  the  Dutch  is  moft  likely  to  be  obtained. 
methcMi  of  proceeding,  my  Lords,  was  fermed  the  laft  migt 
fedcracy  by  which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  almoft  Ihak 
ruins.  The  Dutch  then,  as  now,  were  flow  in  their  detenu 
and  perhaps  equally  diffident  of  their  own  ftrengtb  and  our  i 
nor  did  they  agree  to  declare  war  againft  France,  till  we  ha 
ported  ten  thoufand  men  into  Flanders,  and  convinced  the 
we  were  not  inviting  them  to  a  mock  alliance  ;  but  that  w 
hitcnded  the  redu^Slion  of  that  empire  which  had  Co  long  < 
kfelf  without  interruption,  and  threatened  in  a  Ibon  time  to 
up  sU  the  Wcftcrn  nations. 

Thus,  my  LorJ^^,  it  appears,  that  the  meafures  which  ha 
purfucd  are  juft,  politic  and  legal ;  that  they  have  been  prcfc 
ti.i  licLTccs  ot  former  Senates,  and  thereto; e  cannot  be  czt 
'^i\  it:...  V  ;  and  th.u  they  have  a  tendency  to  the  prckr%ac«oo 
t':\r.'.ij.u>  uituh  ic  was  once  thought  To  much  honour  to  . 
A  no  'i  II  jv  be  \ct  farther  urge  J,  that  thoui;h  they  arc  :o 
riilir«.ii  uuly  a>  the  tirft  tendencies  to  iccurc  greater  drfi^ns,  l 
alrc::/:y  pr^niucrJ  ciicwls  apparently  to  the  advantage  ol'  the  i 
c  UH,  M\l  Imic  ooli^ed  the  Fiench  tj  Jcfiti  irom  t.icir  puriti 
<sii!>  en  nt  Hungary,  anl  rather  to  require  how  they  ihaU  ttu 
ir...\  h'.'A  they  fluil  pr<>ccL*J  to  fartiur  coiii^ueils. 

ill  I ntv/.iiti nation  of  thil'c  meafures,  my  Lords  it  has  ioJ 
u:.;c.\  th.kt  .t  mvHlerrftc  cuiiuuci  i&  aIwA)s  eligible  ^  and  thai 
but  luiii  ar.i!  c(t.;:wl'4.)n  can  be  cxpcdcd  from  precipe tai 
tcn.rrity.  Mutlcuuioii,  my  !.ord>|  i»  a  very  captivating  (bui 
I  hope,  it  will  haic  now  no  iiiAucnceon  this  AflcmUy ;  be 
th.s  ovcafton  it  cannot  pcopciiy  be  cmplo)cd«  I  have  alw 
tau^hiy  t}ut  moUc:auoi\  i^  onV)  >&(\il  ici  (orttuo^ 

S 
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but  that  when  once  conviSion  is  attained,  zeal  is  to  take 
and  when  a  defign  is  planned,  it  ought  to  be  executed  with 

queftion  is  not  now,  my  Lords,  Whether  we  (hall  fupport 
sen  of  Hungary,  but  in  what  manner  (he  (hall  be  fupported  i 
ircfore  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  fuch  fupport  (bould  be 
her  as  may  be  efledual ;  and  I  believe  it  will  not  be  thought, 
t  can  alEfl:  her  without  exerting  an  uncommon  degree  of 
and  (hewing,  that  we  confider  ourfelves  as  engaged  in  a 
rhich  cannot  be  abandoned  without  difgrace  and  ruin. 
:  noble  Lord  had,  before  he  entered  upon  his  encomium  on 
Jon,  confidered  what  effe£k  could  be  promifed  from  his  &- 
Tirtue,  he  would  have  had  no  inclination  to  difplay  his  elo- 
upon  it.  By  moderation,  my  Lords,  uninterrupted  modera- 
onore  dian  twenty  years,  have  we  become  the  fcorn  of  man* 
nd  egcpoled  ourlelves  to  the  infults  of  almoft  every  nation  in 
Id.  By  moderation  have  we  betrayed  our  allies,  and  fullered 
nd(hip  to  lofe  all  its  value  ^  by  moderation  have  we  given 
merce  to  the  rapacity  of  an  enemy,  formidable  only  for  his 
ance,  and  fu&red  our  merchants  to  be  ruined,  and  our  failon 
nflaved.  By  moderation  have  we  permitted  the  French  to 
gain  at  general  dominion,  to  over-run  Germany  with  their 
and  to  endanger  again  the  liberties  of  mankind ;  and  by  con- 
fer a  very  few  years  the  (ame  laudable  moderation,  we  (hall 
f  encourage  them  to  (hut  up  our  (hips  in  our  harbour,  and 
a  tribute  for  die  ufe  of  the  Channel. 

;d  not  oblenre  to  your  Lord(hips,  that  all  the  great  a£Uons 
e  in  all  ages  been  atchieved,  have  been  the  tScSts  of  refolution, 
e,  and  daring  adivity,  virtues  wholly  oppofite  to  the  calmnefs 
eration.  I  need  not  obferve,  that  the  advantages  enjoyed  aC 
by  the  French  are  the  confequences  of  that  vigour  and  ex- 
^  by  which  they  are  diftinguiflied,  and  which  the  form  of 
iremment  enables  them  to  exert.  Had  they,  my  Lords,  in- 
pouring  armies  into  the  Auftrian  dominions,  and  procuring 
terror  of  their  troops,  the  election  of  an  Emperor,  purfued 
safiim  <tf  moderation  which  have  been  fo  pathetically  recom- 
i!  how  ea(3y  had  their  defigns  been  defeated  ?  Had  they  loft 
pcrihadipg  A  Queen  of  Hungary  by  a  folemn  embaflTy  to 
Mr  dtmuahm   or  attempted  to  influence  t^lEic  &vex.\>^  ^\c^ 
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nc:'cti&t  or.s,  armies  had  been  levied,  and  the  pjflet  of  Gem 
been  (hut  a^ainft  them  ;  they  had  been  oppofed  on  die  frn 
the:  own  don~.i:iion>,  hy  troops equallv  numcrcu*,  and 
their  own,  and  inftcaJ  of  imixifing  a  SoTcreign  on  the 
keen  perhaps  purfucd  into  their  own  countrr. 

But,  my  IjOtAsj  whctr^tr  moderation  was  net  rccomme: 
them  by  fuch   powcrt'ai  oratory  as  your  Lordihips  h^vc  hf 
whether  its  advocates  met  with  an  audience  no:   cai:  v  to  ' 
vinccd,  it  is  plain,  that  they  fcem  to  have  aclcJ  upon  lerr  ( 
principles,  and  1  wifh  their  policy  had  not  been  io  itron^'v 
by  its  fuccefs.     By  fendinjj  an  army  into  Germany,  my  Larli 
there  were  no  forces  ready  to  oppoi'c  tlicm,  they  reduced  ail  t 
Princes  to  immediate  fubmiilion,  and  oMisc  J  thole  to  wclton 
a«  friends,  who  would  gladly  have  umtcd  againil  tfiem  as 
veterate  enemies  of  the  whole  German  b:>Jy ;  and  who,  h 
been  firmly  joined  by  their  neighbours,  unocr  a  general  t'cr.x 
common  danger,   would  have  eafiiy   railed  an  arn.y  abic 
repelled  them. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  the  eficit  of  vigour,  an  effect  vcrv  i 
from  that  which  wc  had  an  opportunity  u(  expcricnkii.  -  ^s  i 
(cqiience  of  mo.ifrat'nn  \  it  was  to  no  pu-poie  tha:  wc  crvic 
fn  n!arm  mankind  hy  rcmonltrancr<i,  and  to  pmcuje  aajr 
i'T'rr.itii^  an.l  folir!tatif»n« ;  the  uniic:i'.l  j-anic  was  not  t*'b^: 
bv  jiWxcx.  jnd  exhortations  aid  \\w  (^:L*n  t-f  Hur^irv  mi 
fw:ik  under  the  wjit;h(  of  a  gciirral  coiiibiiiation  aga.nrt  ber, 
T\^\  3t  '..I ft  rik'n  up  \\\  I.cr  drrcnc?,  r.rj  wi:h  our  fwi.*rds  in  .*u 
u-(  an  example  to  the  natioiis  of  Kurrpc,  o:'cuuiaje  ar.i   -^m 

It  then  quickly  :?ppearcd^  my  Lorii<,  how  !ii:lc  i«  to  b:  c 
r;o:n  cold  pc*rfiulion,  and  how  nrcc.'uty  it  t>,  I'ui  hr  \\tk 
en|!:i'7?  others  in  a  t.itli:  of  ditliwul;?,  (h  .uld  lh<>\fc  h.nir..''  w. 
J -ri.iKr  :hr  Uhour  wrii«  h  he  rcco-iir.en«N,  No  fii*..[.:T  .^  aJ 
din 'i  o  jr  ui'c^lutioii  to  .uiiil  (.ur  ili(Hti.-*(iaf'.<,  ai  d  i-r<:e:cJ  .^ 
rn  M*rch  fr  tfif  relief  «>f  tiic  *Jricc:i  of  H  ::i7Jrv,  tJ'aii  ether 
41  \  '  vi'f  :,  r);.ii  thi-v  ha.i  tin*  f-nne  dnivi^ff^^^  tho-:***  t; 
t.iii  viX"  rhniijht  it  priMe.-.t  to  rur.rr.il  tr.rni :  :hai  thev  ecsuaJ 
ourtclvc^  hi  ted  and  fi^arcd  the  French  ;  thjt  fhev  werr  oeik 
KpreU  liicJr  i.fiJerce  a-id  rppofe  ihcir  cor.quctts  a:*d  oi.."r 
for  the  mm  ions  of  fome  power  wim  nii;;ht  ft.nd  -t  ihr  hcaJ 
conftdetJ^Vj  And  lead  them  {ot>^at^s  a^^\fv^*:^t.^c^^•t^ock<.ae 
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Ten!  promifes  of  dominion  made  by  the  Frendi,  by  which 
agns  of  Germany  had  been  tempted  to  concur  in  a  defigti 
y  thought  themfelves  unable  to  oppofe,  were  now  no  longer 
they  were  confulered  only  as  the  boafts  of  imaginary  great* 
:h  would  at  laft  vanifh  into  air ;  and  every  one  knew,  thtt 
Lte  defign  of  Europe  was  to  opprefs  equally  her  enemies  and 
ley  wifely  defpifed  her  ofFerSi  and  either  defifted  from  the 
which  they  had  been  incited  by  her,  or  declared  themfdvet 
mite  againft  her. 

my  Lords,  has  been  the  coniequence  of  a&mUing  Che 
ich  by  the  motion  now  under  our  confideration  feme  of 
ifhips  feem  defirous  to  difband,  an  inclination  of  which  I 
rover  from  whence  it  can  arife.  For  what,  my  Lords, 
be  confequence,  if  this  motion  fhould  be  complied  with? 
t  the  total  deftru£tion  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  power 
I  been  fo  laborioufly  formed  and  fo  ftrongly  compared  i 
die  immediate  ruin  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  which  die 
nbition  has  been  fo  long  reftrained  ?  What  but  the  fubver- 
liberties  of  Germany,  and  the  erection  of  an  univerfalem* 
'hich  all  the  nadons  of  the  earth  muft  become  vaflals  ? 
die  auxiliary  troops  be  difbandcd,  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
1  what  benefit  (he  has  received  from  them  by  the  calamities 
lofs  of  them  would  immediately  bring  upon  her.  All  the 
all  the  neighbouring  Princes,  who  are  now  awed  into 
filence,  would  be  revived,  and  every  one  would  again  be* 
t  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  or  feared  but  from  France.  The 
^ould  again  ru(h  forward  to  new  invafions,  and  fpread 
over  other  countries,  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  be 
kened  than  by  the  lofs  of  many  batdes  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
pport  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  appears  not,  indeed,  much 
the  attention  of  thofe  by  whom  this  motion  is  fupported. 
m  reprefented  as  a  Houfe  equally  ambitious  and  perfidious 
of  Bourbon,  and  equally  an  enemy  both  to  liberty  and  to 
on  ;  and  a  very  celebrated  author  has  been  quoted  to  prove, 
lie  intereft  of  the  Germans  themfelves  to  fee  aPrince  at  their 
}Ce  hereditary  dominions  miy  not  incite  him  to  exert  the 
lower  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  inferior  Sovereigns. 
r  to  the  confideration  of  thcfe  ohjefHons,  it  is  neceflary  to 
(1/  Lords,  that  national  alliances  are  not  Ute  U^^^s  ^^^ 
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my  opinion  only  to  be  choTcn,  when  peace  c  \ht  loapraji| 
and  to  be  continued  only  till  a  peace  iecure  \  equitable  caall 
lained.  In  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  the  world,  mj  Loids  «t  i|^ 
for  laurels,  nor  conqucfts,  but  for  cxiftcnce,  SbouM  ten 
France  prevail,  and  prevail  they  muft,  unlels  we  oppofe  fbm^ 
Britons  may  in  a  fliort  time  no  longer  be  a  natkm,  onr  libcititf 
be  taken  away,  our  conftitution  dcftroyed,  our  religion  peHbo 
and  prrhaps  our  name  aholiihed. 

For  the  prevention  of  cal.imitie?  like  thefe,  not  for  the  pctCai 
of  the  Ilowfc  of  Auftria,  is  it  nccefFary,  my  I^rords,  to  cdb 
army  ;  fur  by  an  army  only  can  our  liberties  be  prefenred,  ani 
a  peace  obtained,  as  may  be  enjoyed  without  the  impuDOi 
fupincnefft  and  flupivlity. 

Of  this  the  other  Houfc  ap(>ears  to  be  fufSciently  convincd 
has  therefore  granted  money  for  the  fupport  of  the  auxiiiarr  la 
nor  do  1  doubt  but  your  Lordfliips  will  concur  with  them,  wiie 
fliall  fully  confiJcr  the  motives  upon  which  they  may  be  fuppo 
have  prucecdcd,  and  reReJV,  that  by  difmiflfing  thefe  troops  «i 
facrifice  to  the  ambi:ion  of  the  French,  the  Houfe  of  AuCri 
liberties  of  Kurope,  our  own  happinefs,  and  that  of  our  poft 
and  that  by  rcfolving  to  exert  our  force  for  a  fliort  time,  v 
place  the  happinefs  of  nunUiiid  beyond  the  reach  of  attacl 
violation. 

LcrJ  CARTiarr  replied  to  the  following  effccl :— My  1 
The  confiderations  wliich  were  Lid  before  vou  bv  the  notie 
who  m.:dc  and  fccdiidod  &v  motion,  are  fo  important  in  them 
and  h.^.vc  been  urgtif  with  Co  much  force  and  judgment,  that 
nut  endeavour  to  ?.dd  anv  new  arjument^ ;  linee  whrrc  thr 
which  have  been  alrca  !v  c^tTcred.  it  is  not  hkriv  that  anv  i 
cfic'tiial  :  I5tit  1  fliill  iiidcivcnir  to  prrferve  thrm  in  !."^ci:  ful 
by  removing  the  nlijc*! lion ^  which  ha\ebe«"n  made  to  them, 

']  he  iu]h  caiiridcr.iti(}n  tkat  cLiiins  our  Jttcnt:o:^  i^  the  rrr 
due  to  the  Scrutt',  to  the  preat  council  c«t"  t'.c  nation,  wh.ch 
aliAa)»  ii)b-  c  j'li'jitcd,  whcr.  any  imjH)rtJii(  /  '.jn  i-  i  r^^rJ, 
r»*w  inc4lurcs  .iJiiptci,  clj  ri  i.iliy  if  liicy  arc  lach  a*,  c  .I'not  be  J 
I'V  Um  '  r.-..;u..*  piiSiiCi  aiiJ  I'uchks  an  ur.comin  <:i  ^tcrric  cf  c: 
i>  i  I'ccil.-.r}  to  fspp'^i. 

ThcL'  pii:-.!.  IcHj  i:.j  |.nr,!«,  which  I  fupp- iV  r.n  man  xlMc 
h^vc  been  .j  ,ii;lc  n- v^-.^v^i  l>^  O.v:  r.\vu./:\  ^n  i.  c  ^^:c.c:'*;  c<' 


^-  *^  T   H    t       ARMY.  337 

to  have  endeavoured  to  difcover  hf  a  bold  experiment, 
of  fervility  Senates  may  be  reduced,  and  what  infulcs 
Ught  to  bear  without  refcntment ;  for  thej  have,  with- 
cvious  hint  of  their  dcflgn,  made  a  contract  for  a  very 
ly  of  mercenaries,  nor  did  they  condcfcend  to  inform 
they  afked  for  money  to  pay  them. 
meafures  firft,  and  then  to  require  the  approbation  of 
ftead  of  advice,  is  furely  fuch  a  degree  of  contempt  as 
been  (hewn  in  the  moft  arbitrary  reigns,  and  fuch  as 
kavt  provoked  fuch  indignation  in  the  other  Houfe^  that 
'*iil  have  been  no  need  in  this  of  a  motion  like  the  prcfent. 
*y.  Lords,  in  proportion  as  the  other  Houfe  fecms  inclined 
pBcit  fubmiflion  to  the  dictates  of  the  miniftry^  it  is  our 
e  our  vigilance,  and  to  convince  our  fellow-fubjeftst 
Oppofition  to  all  encroachments,  that  we  are  not,  as  we 
metimes  ftiled,  an  ufelefs  AfTcmbly,  but  the  laft  refort  of 
the  chief  fupport  of  the  conftitution. 
ntdefign  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  dared  to  trample  upon 
appears  to  be  nothing  lefs  than  that  of  reducing  the 
itain  to  the  fame  abjefl  flavcry  with  thofe  of  France  i 
pcc^le  that  we  are  to  be  confidered  only  as  their  agents 
'^  fupplies  which  they  (hall  be   pleafed,  under  whatever 
to  demand,  and  to  regifter  fuch  determinations  as  they 
^fiend  to  lay  before  us. 

^9tf  on  of  our  rights,  my  Lords,  is  too  flagrant  to  be  borne^ 
^V«  the  meafures  which  we  are  thus  tvrannically  required  to 
^^alljr  conducive  in  themfelves  to  the  intereft  of  Britain, 
Irieod  might  reafonably  have  been  expcded ;  for  what  head 
iiigined  fo  ill-formed  for  politicks  as  not  to  know,  that  the  iirft 
ikitnuy  power  ought  to  be  in  themfelves  popular,  that  the 
|iof  the  efFed  may  be  a  balance  to  the  means  by  which  it  is 

kfe  wonderful  politicians,  my  Lords,  have  heaped  one 
jkfBii  another ;  they  have  difgufied  the  nation  both  by  tho 
end;  and  have  infulted  the  Senate  with  no  other  view 
'pondering  the  people.  They  have  ventured  without  the 
[t^* Senate  toipurfae  meafures,  of  which  it  is  obvious, 
ttdy  kc   :  fecrct,  becaufc  they  eafily  forcfaw  that  they 

z  1« 
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fijkiuUhip,  the  confequaicet  of  an  agrei  of 

and  affeciionsy  but  like  aflbciadoiis  of  c  m 

tioued  by  no  fimilitude  of  any  thing  fa  inter  h  ii  not  tki 
jieceflary  to  enquire  what  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  hat  ddcmdfa 
or  from  mankind ;  bccaufe  in  eft^  not  gratitude,  CBgi|Ci 
lupport  it.  It  is  ufeleTs  to  urge,  that  it  is  equally  frithkfc  ad 
with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  becaufe  the  queftion  is  not,  d 
both  fliall  be  deftroyed,  but  whedier  one  fliouU  ngc  wiibovtooi 
It  is  fufficient  for  us  diat  their  intcreft  is  oppofite,  and  that  n 
and  libeny  may  be  preserved  by  icir  mutual  jcalouly.  And  I 
left,  my  Lords,  that  were  the  Auftrians  about  to  attain  ml 
power  by  the  conqueft  or  inheritance  of  France  and  Spain,  it 
be  no  Ids  proper  to  form  confedei  icies  againft  them. 

The  teftimony  which  has  been  produced  of  the  conittuent 
weak  Emperor,  is  to  be  confidcred,  my  Lords,  as  the  opinioa 
author  whoTe  birth  and  employi  nt  had  tainted  him  with  aa 
cerate  hatred  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  filled  his  imagioatio 
an  habitual  dread  of  the  Imperial  Power.  He  was  bom,  my 
in  Sweden,  a  country  which  had  fuffered  much  by  a  long  war 
die  Emperor  i  he  was  a  minlfter  to  the  eloftors  of  Branded 
who  naturally  looked  with  envy  on  the  fupcriority  of  Aufiii 
could  not  but  wifli  to  fee  a  weaker  Prince  upon  die  Imperial  1 
that  their  own  influence  might  be  greater ;  nor  can  we  wondi 
a  nun  thus  born  and  thus  fupponcJ  fliould  adopt  an  opiai 
which  the  pride  of  his  mafter  would  be  flattered,  and  perki 
intereft  of  his  own  country  promoted. 

It  is  likewife,  my  Lords,  to  be  remarked,  that  there  was  tj 
fuch  neccfEty  for  a  powerful  Prince  to  ftand  at  the  head  of  th 
mans,  and  to  defend  them  with  his  own  forces  till  tbey  cod 
for  their  own  prefervation.  The  power  of  France  had  a 
arrived  at  its  prefent  height,  nor  had  their  monarchs openly  thr 
to  cnfla\  e  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  I'he  Princes  of  the  etnf 
then  no  opprcflion  to  fear,  but  from  the  Emperor ;  and  it  i 
wcnJcT,  that  when  he  wa»  their  only  enemy,  they  wilhcd  i 
|>oucr  \i'a%  reduced. 

How  much  Lhc  lUtc  of  the  continent  i^  now  changed,  is  i 
ctfllif;  :u  mcMion,  nor  what  ahcfation  ihit  i.hange  has  ina 
i{i:a  the  politicks  of  ull  nations  ;  thulc  v^ho  formerly  dreadc 
ok;,rwk(;!uicJ  by  the  Impeiial  )*r€aincrs  can  ns>w  on'y  hop 
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J  it  from  the  torrent  of  the  power  of  France ;  and  even 
ions  who  have  formerly  endeavoured  the  deftrudion  of 
may  now  rejoice,  that  they  are  (heltered  by  its  interpofiiion 
nts  more  acflive  and  more  oppreflive. 

ay  Lords,  though  it  (bould  be  granted,  that  the  Houfe  of 
ught  not  to  be  fupported,  it  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  follow, 
motion  deferves  our  approbation  -,  becaufe  it  will  reduce  us 
of  imbecility,  and  condemn  us  to  fiand  as  paffive  fpedators 
ifturbances  of  the  world,  without  power  and  without  in- 
ready  to  admit  the  tyrant  to  whom  chance  ihall  allot  us, 
ve  thofe  laws  which  the  prevailing  power  (ball  vo'uchfafe  to 

ler  we  ought  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  to  prevent  its 
rerfion,  or  reftore  it  to  its  former  grcatnefs,  whatever  may 
ivatc  opinion,  I  think  it  not  on  this  occafion  neceflary  co 
is  fufficient  to  induce  us  to  rejtSt  this  motion^  that  we 
be  at  leaft  in  a  condition  that  may  enable  us  to  improve 
K)rtunities  that  may  be  offered,  and  to  hinder  the  execution  of 
n  that  may  threaten  immediate  danger  to  our  commerce  or 

y- 

sr  popular  topiek,  my  Lords,  which  has  been  echoed  on  the 
xafion,  is  the  happinefs  of  peace,  and  the  bleffing  of  uoin- 

commcrce  and  undiilurbed  fccurity.  We  are  perpetually 
e  hazards  of  war,  whatever  may  be  the  fuperiority  of  ^our 
murage,  of  the  certainty  of  the  cxpences,  the  bloodfhed,  and 
lips,  and  doubtfulnefs  of  the  advantages  which  we  may  hope 
a ;  and  it  is  daily  urged  with  great  vehemence,  that  peace 
hardeft  conditions  is  preferable  to  the  honour  of  conquefis, 
:ftivity  of  triumphs. 

maxims,  my  Lords,  which  are  generally  true  in  the  fenie 
fir  authors  intended,  may  be  very  properly  urged  againft  the 
;ni  of  ambition,  and  the  romantick  undertakings  of  wanton 
^  but  have  no  place  in  the  prcfent  enquiry,  which  relates  to  a 
nade  by  caprice,  but  forced  upon  us  by  neceflity ;  a  war  to 

the  encomiums  on  peace,  mud  in  reality  incite,  becaufe 
le  is  the  end  intended  to  be  obtained  by  it. 
neceffity  of  peace  to  a  trading  nation  it  is  not  pofBble,  my 
I  be  ignorant  -,  and  therefore   no  man  can  be  imagined  to 

ftsce  of  war  as  eligible  in  itfclf.    War^  m^  l.o\^^^  \s  \tw 
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have  only  the  lecond  place  in  the  afivctlon  of  faeir  Soicwij 
has  this  fufpicion  been  made  lefs  by  the  larg^  ;  ^efEou  miel 
dominiuns  by  purchafes,  which  the  Eledors  ncrcr  apporaii 
make  before  their  exaltation  to  the  throne  of  Bricaiiit  ud  \ 
meafurcs  which  have  been  apparently  uken  only  to  aggnafiK 
vcr  at  the  expcnce  of  Britain. 

I'hcfe  mcafures,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  hr  firora  unpmifli 
Sovereign  or  his  Father  ;  the  wifdom  of  both  is  fo  wdl  koBi 
they  cannot  be  imagined  to  have  incurred,  cither  by  coon 
negligence,  the  difafFcdlion  of  their  fubjefls.  Thofe,  my  Loi 
only  to  be  blamed,  who  concealed  from  (hem  (he  fentimcoc 
nation,  and  for  the  (ake  of  promoting  their  own  intereft,  I 
them,  by  the  moft  deteftable  and  pernicious  flattery,  inf)  a 
which  could  produce  no  other  eflFcA  than  that  of  making  the 
unquiet,  and  of  exafpcrating  thofe  who  had  concuircJ  « 
warmed  zeal  in  fuppordng  them  on  the  throne. 

It  is  not  without  an  uncommon  degree  of  grief,  that  I  bear 
in  defence  of  this  contract,  that  it  was  approved  by  a  very  on 
council  I  for  what  can  produce  more  forrow  in  an  honcft  aad 
bread,  than  to  find  that  our  Sovereign  is  furrounded  by  cou 
who  cither  do  not  know  the  dcfires  and  opinions  of  the  ptojii 
not  regard  them ;  who  are  either  fo  negligent  as  not  to  « 
how  the  afteclions  of  the  nation  may  be  beft  preferved,  or 
as  to  purfuc  thofe  fchemes  by  which  they  hope  to  gratify  tk 
at  whatever  hazard,  and  who  for  the  lake  of  flattering  him  fin 
will  rifque  the  fufcty  of  his  government,  and  the  repofe  of  hd 

It  has  with  regard  to  thefe  troops  been  aflced  by  the  nob 
who  fpoke  lad,  what  is  the  intent  of  this  motion  but  to  diflua 
W  hat  c!fc  indeed  can  be  intended  by  it,  and  what  intention 
more  worthy  of  this  auguft  Aflembly  ?  By  a  fteady  purfuii 
ir.tcr.:io!i,  my  I«ords,  we  (hall  regain  the  efteem  of  the  natxoci 
this  iia::ii3  invafion  of  our  privileges  may  be  eafily  fuppo^Dd 
inipaired.  We  (hall  give  our  Sovereign  an  opportunity,  by  a  | 
conJcfccnfion  to  our  defires,  to  recover  thofe  aficctions  of  mt 
prriiicious  advice  of  flatterers  has  deprived  him ;  we  (haS  ck 
)»reccd'*nt  which  threatens  defliuclion  to  our  liberiics  and  I 
the  nation  free  from  an  univerfal  alarm.  Nor  in  our  present 
ii  to  be  mrntioncd  as  a  trifling  confideration,  that  we  (haD  hit 
wcdUh  of  ihc  luiion  ff otn  bcm^  iVi\Q^  ^toioi  oisu  cucrdui 
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nKis,  tnd  our  manufaflurcrs^  to  be  fquandercd  upon  foreigners  ; 
Wf  firagnerf ,  from  whom  we  can  hope  for  no  advantage. 
Sfttt  k  may  be  afked,  my  Lords,  how  the  great  caufe  of  liberty 
Ph^be  fupported,  how  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  to  be  prcfcrvcd  from 
M»  and  how  the  ambition  of  France  is  to  be  rcprcfled  ?    How  all 
is  to  be  effe£ted,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  my- 
qualified  to  determine  ;  but  furely  it  will  be  very  little  hindered 
difmiffion  of  troops,  whofe  allegiance  obliges  them  not  to  fight 
the  Emperor,  and  of  whom,  therefore,  it  docs  not  eafily  ap- 
how  they  can  be  very  ufeful  allies  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
t  whatever  fervicc  is  expected  from  them,  it  may  furely,  my 
be  performed  by  the  fame  number  of  Britifli  troops,  and  that 
r  may  be  fent  to  fupply  their  place,  without  either  delay  or 
Ity,  I  will  venture  to  fay  without  any  hazard.    If  it  be  objetSled^ 
,.,.,.  has  often  been,  that  by  (ending  out  our  troops,  we  (ball  leave  our 
BBntry  naked  to  invafion,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  aflc,  who  will 
■ide  us  ?   The  French  arc  well  known  to  be  the  only  people  whom 
kcan  fafpcdl  of  any  fuch  defign.     They  have  no  fleet  on  this  fide 
p  their  kingdom,  and  their  (hips  in  the  Mediterranean  are  blocked 
m  the  harbour  by  the  navies  of  Britain.     We  (hall  ftill  have  at 
a  body  of  fcven  thoufand  men,  which  was  thought  a  fulHcient 
icy  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  had  a  fleet  equal  to  our 
_     Why  we  (bould  now  be  in  more  danger  from  without,  I  can- 
it  dtfcover ;  and  with  regard  to  inteftine  commotions,  they  will  be 
kfcnted  by  compliance  with  the  prefent  motion.     For  nothing  can 
ci^  the  people  of  Britain  to  oppofe  thofe  who  have  openly  difmifTed 
^  troops  of  Hanover. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  yet  at  all  convinced,  that  the  end  for 
bidi  thofe  troops  are  faid  to  be  hired,  ought  to  be  purfued,  or  can 
attained  by  us ;  and  if  the  end  be  in  itfelf  improper  or  impofliblcj 
certainly  follows,  that  the  means  ought  to  be  laid  afide. 
Er%ve  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  continent,  we  (hall  find  no 
by  which  we  can  be  encouraged  to  hazard  our  forces  or  our 
J.  The  King  of  Sardinia  has  indeed  declared  for  us,  and  op* 
U  die  paflage  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  he  appears  either  to  be  deficient 
courage,  or  in  prudence,  or  in  force  ;  for  inftead  of  giving  battle 
bb  fronders,  he  has  fufFered  them,  with  very  little  refiftance,  to 
rude  hts  territories,  to  plunder  and  infult  his  fubje£b,  and  to  live 
hiapgieoprj  audit  aiBy  befuipeAed,  that  \f  Y\fi  c^naox^txN^^^^csk 

Z  3  ^'^"^ 
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out  of  his  country,  he  will  in  time  be  comcnt  to  fardLik  tho 
paiturc,  by  l*  ranting  them  a  paflage  through  ic,  aad  r^ibap 
the  dominion^  of  his  ally  to  be  ravagcdj  than  preicnrc  thea  i 
cxpcncc  ol'  his  own. 

If  wc  turn  our  cyos  towarJs  the  Dutch,  we  (hall  net  be  aoi 
couragLJ  to  engage  in  the  wars  on  the  continent  \  tor  wsttci 
been  aflcrtcd  of  their  rcaJincf»  to  proceed  in  conjun&fxi  «i 
they  appear  hitherto  to  behold |  with  the  mod  fupine  tr^~x».lj 
fubvcrfion  of  the  German  fvflcin,  and  to  be  &ti»ticJ  with  i 
diilurbcd  enjoyment  of  their  riches  and  their  trade.  Nor  h 
nny  appearance,  my  Lcirds,  that  their  concurrence  is  «.L-.hc 
by  a  fmgle  town,  as  has  been  infinuacc^! ;  for  the  \3Se  U  Jr.] 
town,  except  Amfterdam,  nuy  be  over- ruled,  ar«d  the  rci'^.: 
padeJ  the  neccflary  form,  when  it  is  oppolcd  by  only  one  w:w 

If  we  t:Lkc  a  vIlw,  my  Lrirds,  of  their  late  conduw^,  wit^ow' 
ing  niir  de  fires  to  mi  Head  uur  underftandings,  wc  ihail  ri.ii:  xx 
for  imagiiii:^^,,  that  they  pi«>pofe  any  fudden  alter atiua  of  ih: 
duel,  whicii  )i.is  been  hitheno  conftilcnt  and  lleady,  and  apj 
arife  fruiTi  clIaMIAied  piinciples,  which  nothing  has  lately  ha;; 
ineline  them  to  forfaiwc. 

\Vi;.M  ir.ey  were  folicited  I.)  1  c come,  l;ice  US  the  giiiTi 
I'aiuAtr,  t::.y  nude  nn  fcrui^le  of  returning,  w.ui  wr*a:ti 
p.»!;:ei.c:' ,  .wi  .:1;.muIc  rifiiuli  :;..•:  cu'd  tLkV  ^c  prc\a:'.:c 
fc;i..n:,  \\li..t  we  .ij^i-.  .".r  t.)  \':  i\k  ih-t  we  Were  honcurcJ  r.  b< 
!ii!::tii  ::j.  W  i  ,v.  W  :.:  :i  ;-:t-v  \\v;e  i..;;.d  u^..-  U)  :\\:.,  :.^. 
l.iiuin,  .:..!  :-..^-   -ji  lijc   1';  i^  ....:;,.  .-^jiwti.in,  5:.L.cviJei  :r. 

c   ■  ':a.t,  I .i  ..:Ii!v::''.e  \\.-L*'.d  )i...e  beo:»  to*  I.tv,  r.-.;  :*:•: 

il.it.iiiiy  «j:   ti.^-  I  ri..»\;  j>L::?'.Jy   i'.^  ..rjiird    ll'.e    K  ::g  «  :    i'j-J 
\'..i-\-\  ,  .11. ,i  w:;..!  :i.. .;..-»,  i:iy  Lo.J-,  cin   be  g.ven,  v.;-.   ;..: . 

n  uw  J..  '.;■;>. !  :■    ;.  ur.:..  J,  vi^ta  i:  :u  ^:i:  ha-.e  r>ccr.  \i\ ::  , 

ar:  .  .4'.'.  :;■  i  .I.  .  1:..^:  .  l),A  i"..y  urVir  i:;c  ^-^^m  »••'  H- 
I'e  .j  ,\v.iti*,  I.:',  to  iIk'.v  thi.:  own  power  a:.i  .4£.jc.<v; 
l.t\i./.  !.i4  ?  I  i  vJii  i:  l*e  i:;:a;;ined,  ihut  f.:y  h-*  p:e^-:!cJ  w.i 
<r  i. iw.!:.:...  r  I  i^,.\,  u;.ii  i.i  v\K;:L:np:  u:  :....:  «.At)  ::^-u;:c^ 
to  cii^.i^c  in  a  Civile  w;..ie  .t  u.i»  \tt  doultt;.!,  \fc  '.'.  cc::a.- 
themUUc^  jjlii:i-,.d  in  a':'..:;.!i:iing  it  when  it  i<  !  :},  a..d  «- 
thai  no  treaty  c«n  ubli^c  il.^\i\  lo  a^t  like  r.udni'.n,  i :  to  lu 
ixiipoiLbilitick. 
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diccefore  convinced,  my  Lordsy  that  they  will  not  enter  into 
£yc  treaty,  and  that  they  have  only  engaged  to  do  what  their 
creft  required  from  them,  without  any  new  ftipulation,  to  pre* 
eir  own  counti'y  from  invafion  by  fending  garrifons  into  the 
towns^  which  they  may  do  without  any  offence  to  France,. or  . 
rruption  of  their  own  tranquillity. 

f  odier  treaties  (lave  been  mentioned,  my  Lords,  and  men- 
Nrith  great  oftentation,  as  the  efFe£te  of  confummate  policy, 
rill,  I  fufpetfl,  appear  to  be  at  leaft  only  defenfive  treaties,  by 
le  contracting  powers  promife  little  more  than  to  take  care 
felves. 

i  ftate  of  the  world,  my  Lords,  when  all  the  powers  of  the 

It  appear  benumbed  by  a  lethargy,  or  ihackled  by  a  panic, 

purpofe  (hould  we  lavifb,  in  hiring  and  tranfporting.  troops, 

ith  which  contefts  of  nearer  importance  immediately  require  i 

veil  known  to  our  merchants,  whofe  (hips  are  every  day  feized 

teers,  that  we  are  9t  war  with  Spain,  and  that  our  commerce 

day  impaired  by  the  depredations  of  an  enemy,  whom  only 

1  n^ligence  enables  to  refift  us ;  but  I  doubt,  my  Lords, 

it  is  known  in  Spain,  that  their  monarch  is  at  war  with 

otherwifc  than  by  the  riches  of  our  nation,  which  are  dlf- 

among  their  privateers,  and  the  pr1  Toners  who  in  the  towns 

oaft  are  wandering  in  the  ftreets.     For  I  Icnow  no  inconve* 

War 

vhich  they  can  be  fuppofcd  to  feel  from  our  hoililities,  nor  in 
t  of  the  world  the  war  ngainil  thein  is  carried  on.  Before 
was  declared,  it  is  well  remembered  by  whom,  and  with  how 
lemence,  it  was  every  day  repeated,  that  to  end  the  war  with 
wc  ought  to  take  and  hohi     What,  my  Lords,  do  we  hoU^ 

have  we  taken  ?  What  has  the  war  produced  in  its  whole 
om  one  year  to  another,  but  defeat?,  lolles,  and  ignominy  f 
f  (hall  we  regain  our  honour,  or  retrieve  our  wealth,  by  en- 
n  another  war  more  dangerous  'out  IcT-.  r.ecelTary  ?  We  ought 
humble  Spain,  before  we  prcfurr.e  to   attack  France  ;  and 

attack  France  with  better  proJp'.-Cis  of  I'ucccfs,  when  we 
other  enemy  to  divert  our  attention,  or  divide  our  forces. 
ire  ought  indeed  to  make  any  attempt  upon  France,  I  am 
bclftg  convinced,  becaufe  I  do  not  now  difcovcr,  that  any  of 
ivet  fubiift  which  engaged  us  in  the  laft  confederacy.  The 
r  Ayftru^  though  overborne  and  diftrc^vid^  yivv:^  i^^vi  ^q\)^\*> 

2-V  ^^ 
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ful  in  itfelf,  ind  pofleflcd  of  the  imperial  crown.  It  is  bbvi 
almoft  below  the  hopes  of  recovery,  ihd  we  are  ifacrafat  i 
reftore  what  we  were  then  only  to  fupport.  Jut 
is  in  my  opinion  much  more  to  be  confideredt  tbe 
unanimous  in  one  general  refolution  to  repic6 
France  ;  no  hardfhips  were  infupportable  that  conduced  t»th 
end,  nor  any  taxes  grievous  that  were  applied  to  the  ftppoe 
war.  The  account  of  a  vi&ory  was  efteemcd  as  an  e^eiv 
ezciies  and  to  public  debts  i  and  the  pofleffions  of  us  and  oa 
ricy  were  chearfully  mortgaged  to  purchafe  a  triumph  over  d 
men  enemy.  Bur,  my  Lords,  the  difpofition  of  the  nation  \ 
gard  to  the  prefent  war  is  very  different.  They  diicover  n 
threatening  them,  they  arc  neither  invaded  in  their  posiclEoai 
armies,  nor  interrupted  in  their  commerce  by  the  fieeu  of  '. 
and  thercTorc  they  are  not  able  to  find  out  why  they  muft  bei 
to  an  enemy,  by  whom  they  have  been  long  purfued  w:tfa  i 
implacable  hatred,  for  the  fake  of  attacking  a  power  from  wb 
have  hitherto  felt  no  injury,  and  which  they  belie\x  c&n'not 
yoked  without  danger,  nor  oppofwJ  without  fuch  a  profiiUoi 
pence  as  the  public  is  at  prcfcnt  not  able  to  bear. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppolcJ,  my  LorJf,  that  the  bulk  of  th 
people  are  afic^J  with  the  diltre&s,  or  inflaxcd  by  the  mo^! 
Oi'  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  This  illuflrious  daugnter  oi 
whole  name  has  been  lb  often  echoed  in  thcfc  walls,  and  ui 
am  far  uom  denying,  that  (he  defcrves  our  admiration,  o 
pjfHnn,  and  al!  the  afHiUnce  which  can  be  given  hcr,contiAR 
the  re:!ard  due  to  the  fafctv  of  our  own  countrv,  i»  to  the 
{>.irc  o('  the  people  an  imaginary  princcfs,  whofc  fuftcrings  < 
vrtucs  make  no  othe*  iinpre:1ion  upon  them,  than  thole  « 
r^^'orJcJ  in  tlctUiOus  narratives  ^  nor  con  they  cauiy  be  pen' 
C'Vo  up  for  iier  itVici  the  produce  of  tncir  laihi>,  or  the  f 
liv.  :r  Cutniv.cri.e. 

bor.'.  ii:dt.<.d  there  are,  my  Lords,  whofc  views  are  mor 
f:;^,  .:  ii  v.!;«'!i-  lcntiinrn:»  arc  more  cx:uced  ;  tor  it  is  not  tc 
p.;  J,  I'l.tt  citiiir  icnt>\v:wJ.*e  or  ^encrofiiy  arc  confined  to  tli 
or  the  Court  :  but  ti)i.k',  my  Lord^,  thou-.ih  they  perhaps  is 
m-idy  appiove  the  end  wnith  the  mi niitry  pretends  to  piu 
\c{\  f^ti^ficd  with  tite  I'.rans  by  which  th"y  endeavour  to  i 
By  ti.cx  ir.ca  it  ';»  cji\\y  <l;Wo\'txtd^  \>iv.  >^c.W\|(.\mkich 
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jpUendj  expreTs  of  prevailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  unite  with  us 
fuppoit  of  the  Pragmatic   Sanflion,  are  without  foundation  ; 

fee  that  their  confent  to  place  garrifons  in  the  frontier  towns^ 
it  may  fiirnifh  a  fubjed  of  exultation  to  thofe  whofe  intereft 

■to  reprefent  them  as  ready  to  concur  with  us,  is  only  a  new 
Hrf  of  what  was  never  doubted,  their  unvariable  attention  to  their 
hn  intereft,  fince  th^  muft  for  their  own  fecurity  preferve  their 
■■  barrier  from  being  feized  by  France.  By  this  aEt  they  incur  no 
^  expence,  they  provoke  no  enemies,  nor  give  any  affiftance  to 
^K^ueen  of  Hungary,  by  which  they  can  raife  either  refentment  in  . 
|l  part,  or  gratitude  in  the  other;  and  therefore  it  is  not  hard  to 
krive  that,  whatever  is  pretended,  the  Dutch  hitherto  obferve  the 
Plexad  laws  of  neutrality;  and  it  is  too  evident^  that  if  they  re- 
Ib  their  affiftance,  we  have  very  little  to  hope  from  a  war  with 

IMor  is  this  the  only  obje£^ion  againft  the  prefent  meafures ;  for  it 
^generally,  and  not  without  fufEcient  reafon  fufpe£led,  that  the 
id  affiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  not  intended,  fince  the 
Ikips  which  have  been  hired  under  that  pretence,  are  fuch  as  can- 
lit  march  againft  the  £mperor.  It  is  known,  that  the  Heffians  have 
Klutdy  refufcd  to  infringe  the  conftitution  of  the  German  body, 
W  attacking  him  who  is  by  a  legal  grant  acknowledged  its  head  ; 
Pr  is  it  eafy  to  conceive,  why  there  fliould  be  a  dif^rent  law  for 
Pttover,  than  for  the  other  eleftorates. 
h  The  long  ftay  of  the  troops  in  Flanders,  a  place  where  there  is  no 

by  to  encounter,  nor  ally  to  affift,  is  a  fufficient  proof  that  there 
-Jiing  more  defignod  than  that  the  troops  of  Hanover  (hall  loiter 
h  the  verge  of  war,  and  receive  their  pay  for  feafting  in  their 
Nrters,  and  (hewing  their  arms  at  a  review;  and  that  they  in 
Ulity  defign  nothing  but  to  return  home  with  full  pockets,  and 
ijoy  the  fpoils  of  Britain. 

There  may  indeed  be  another  reafon,  my  Lords,  which  hinders 
e  progrcfs  of  the  united  forces,  and  by  which  the  Britons  and  Ha* 
werians  may  be  both  aifeded,  though  not  both  in  the  fame  degree^ 
is  by  no  means  unlikely,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  forbidden 
em  to  advance,  and  declared,  that  the  King  who  was  chofen  hf 
B  fiifir^e  (hall  be  fupported  by  his  arms ;  if  this  be  his  refolution, 
I  is  well  known  to  want  neither  fpirit  nor  ftrength  to  avow  and 
ffon  it;  ud  there  arc  rca/bns  Sufficient  to  conVmc^  >aA),  ^'^vVa 


gi6  bibatson'  (i 


has  declared  it,  and  that  our  troopt  are  n 
event  of  a  negociation  by  which  we  are  c      anMri«|  ta  | 
him  to  alter  his  dcfign,  if  indeed  it  be  that  he  ftoi 

it  i  for  it  is  not  certain,  that  the  Elcdor  of  Hanotcr  caa  i 
xeftoration  of  the  Houfi:  of  Auftria  to  an  hereditary  caiq 
the  imperial  dignity ;  nor  can  it  eafdy  be  fliewn  why  the  pa 
one  Houfe,  ihould  differ  from  thofe  of  all  Ac  cither  Piiaa 
German  empire. 

The  other  Princes,  my  Lords,  have  long  wifhed  fix  a  E 
whom  they  might  treat  upon  the  level;  a  Kmg  who  mighi 
dignity  only  to  their  votes,  and  who  therefore  would  be  m 
favour  them  in  gratitude  for  the  benefit.  I'hey  know. 
Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  confidered  their  aUvanci 
ihe  empire  as  the  confcquence  of  their  numerous  Coicct  a 
dominions,  and  made  ufc  of  their  exaltation  only  to  tyrina: 
the  appearance  of  legal  right,  and  to  opprcfs  thofe  a&  60 
whom  they  would  otherwifc  have  haraflcd  as  conquerors. 

Before  wc  can  therefore  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  tbi 
of  the  empire,  we  muft  inform  them  of  our  defign,  if  any  d 
been  yet  laid  out.  Is  it  your  intention  to  rcilorc  the  I 
Auftria  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  its  former  grcatncfs?  Th.t 
tainly  be  openly  oppo&d  by  all  thoie  powers  who  are  Aror.; 
(o  make  head  againft  it,  and  fccrcily  obilruct'jJ  by  ihoio,  w::. 
ncfs  makes  thvm  afiaid  ut  public  declaraiinns.  iJo  wu  : 
fupport  the  Pragmatic  Sandtion  ?  7'liis  can  only  be  lione  by  < 
(he  whole  power  of  France;  and  for  this  you  mull  ski.ciL 
vide  troops  who  Oull  dare  to  act  againft  the  prci'jiit  K.:.:^. 
it  api^ars,  my  Lorih,  that  we  arc  attcmptn;^  nothing,  or  «t 
impoiEbilities  ^  that  cither  we  have  no  end  in  \icw,  o:  ihj; 
made  ufe  of  an  abfurd  choice  ot  mjaus  bv  which  ;t  a 
attained. 

Whatever  be  our  dcflgn  with  regard  to  Germany,  the  «  j 
^pain  is  evidently  iicgkcU'd ;  and  indeed  one  pait  ct  cur 
proves  at  once,  that  we  intend  neither  to  affill  trie  Aattn 
to  punilh  the  Spaniards;  fince  we  have  in  a  great  mraiuii 
ourfcives  from  cither  by  the  neuualiiy  which  Captain  Man 
to  have  granted,  and  by  which  wc  have  allowed  an  af)<ua 
^  uoops  of  Spain,  which  (hill  fly  before  U;e  AuArians, 
Ariracecrs  whiwh  ihall  U  deukd  ^^  ms  t^v^  \xv  ^Iul  VUoucm 
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B  dic^'cfqre  convinced,  my  Lords,  that  our  deiigns  are  not  fuch 
J  are  represented,  or  that  they  will  not  be  accompliflied  by  the 
acs  taken.  I  am  convinced  in  a  particular  manner,  that  the 
I  of  Hanover  can  be  of  no  ufe,  and  that  they  will  rail'e  the  refent- 
of  the  nation  already  overwhelmed  with  unneceflary  burthens. 
»w  likewife,  that  they  have  been  taken  into  pay  without  the 
2t  of  the  Senate,  and  am  convinced,  that  if  no  other  objection 

be  raifed,  we  ought  not  to  ratify  a  treaty  which  the  Crown 
izdCj  without  laying  it  before  us  in  the  ufual  manner.  I  need 
berefore  inform  your  LordQiips,  that  I  think  the  motion  now 

your  confideration  neceiiary  and  juft ;  and  that  I  hope,  upon  an 
ire  examination  of  the  reafons  which  have  been  offered,  your 
hips  will  concur  in  it  with  that  unanimity  which  evidence  ought 
iforce,  and  that  zeal   which   ought  to  be   excited  by  public 

I  which  the  Duke  cf  Newcastle  msde  anfwer  to  the  following 
rt: — My  Lords,  I  know  not  by  what  imaginary  appcar:ij:ces 
blic  danger  the  ncble  Lord  is  fo  much  alarmed,  nor  what  frars 
ire  which  he  endeavours  with  fo  much  art  and  zeal  to  commu- 
:  Co  this  AHcmbly.  For  my  part,  I  can  upon  the  moft  atten- 
aivey  of  our  affairs,  difcovcr  nothing  to  be  feared  but  calum- 
ind  miireprLfencations ;  and  thefe  1  (hall  henceforward  think 
formidable,  fince  they  have  been  able  to  impofe  upon  an  un- 
nding  fo  penetrating  as  that  of  his  Lordfliip's,  and  have  pre- 
upon  him  to  believe  what  is  not  o:iIy  falfe,  but  without  the 
rancc  cf  truth,  and  to  believe  it  fo  n.'-mly,  as  to  aflcrt  'it  to 
Lordfliif'^. 

c  of  the  fac^s  which  he  h?.s  thus  implicitly  received,  and  thus 
ly  mentioned,  is  the  neu;r:/ii:y  fuppofcd  to  have  been  granted 
:  King  of  Si'-ily,  from  which  he  has  amufcd  hinifelf  and  your 
hips  with  dcLUcing  very  dcrftructive  confv.'quences,  that  perhaps 
IOC  to  be  allowed  him  even  upon  fL'ppofition  of  the  ncutialiry  • 
hicb  need  nor  i;ow  be  ciitputeJ,  bcc..i:fc  no  neutrality  has  been 
rd.     Captain  Mcrtin,   when  he  t:ja:e«i  with   the   King,  very 

• 

luflv  declined  any  ccclarations  cf  the  ipitcntionb  o:  the  Britifii 
.  on  that  particular,  and  confined  himillf  to  the  fubieJl  of  his 
{Cf  without  giving  any  reafon  for  hope,  or  defpair  of  a  neutra- 
So  that  if  it  ftu-ii  be  thoi^irht  necc:V-rv,  we  are  this  hour  at 
r  to  declare  war  ajai::il  ti:^-  K;r>g  oi  bicWv^  ^tv^  tc^^  Y^\ls\t. 
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the  Spaitiards  with  the  fame  freedom  on  his  coafls  at  on  diofei 
other  power,  anJ  prohibit  any  afliftaace  from  being  gpfoib] 
to  tbci'  armies  in  Itnly. 

His  Lordfliip's  notion  of  the  interpofillon  of  the  King  of  I 
in  the  King's  favour,  is  another  phantom  railed  hj  cilyouijr  ii 
rify  crcduilty ;  a  phantom  which  will,  I  hope,  be  entirely  dxS{ 
ib'hen  I  have  informed  the  Houfc,  that  the  whole  fufpiciaa  is  w 
foundation,  and  that  the  King  of  PrufEahas  mjide  no  dccUnt 
any  dcfign  tofupport  the  King,  or  of  oppofing  us  in  theperfen 
of  our  treaties.  This  Pilnce,  my  Lords,  however  powerful,  : 
or  ambitious,  appears  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  acquisitions,  aai  i 
to  reil  in  an  inoSenfive  neutrality. 

Such,  my  Lords,  and  fo  remote  from  truth  are  the  reprc&nt 
wliich  the  enemies  of  the  Government  have  with  great  zci!  as 
duftry  fcattered  over  the  nation,  and  by  which  they  have  cndcat 
to  obviate  thofc  fchcmes  which  they  would  feem  to  favour  ^  i 
finking  the  nation  to  a  dcfpair  of  attaining  thofe  ends  whid 
Jcclurc  at  the  f.ime  time  neceflary  not  only  to  our  happincis,  I 
our  prcR-rvation,  what  do  thry  Icfs  than  tcll  us,  that  we  m: 
content  toluok  una£li\e  on  the  calamities  that  approach  us,  aa 
pare  to  he  crufhed  by  that  ruin  which  we  cannot  prevent  ? 

From  this  Cf:!d  Jcjcclion,  my  Lords,  arifcs  that   deiVair  w'-.* 
mnjiy  Lords  have  expreflld  of  prcvallii^g  upon  the  Oauh  tj 
with  Ti?.     The  dt-tcrminatlons  of  ihat  jxroplc  are  irn'fcd  aiwi  * 
and  the  rcafun  of  their  flowncfs  has  bc*:ii  already   gi*. en;  bu! 
infornit  !,  that  tlie   general  fpirit  uliich  now  reigns  an^cn^  iv 
l.Ltly  i^'Oii  t'.>  over-rule  the  partiei:iar  intcrclls  vt  fir.^lc  pr-»»: 
and  cjn  produce  letters  by  which   it  will  appear,  that  hji  o-.'. 
town  oppnft-d  thofe  meafurcs   to  which  their  concurrent. e  ti 
(cAkhcdj  it  had  been  long    fincc  over-ru!ei!;    fcr  there  hj.*:! 
aiTifin  ;  (htm  nirn  equally  enamoured  of  the  magnani:ni:v  and 
rn%  ct  t'  p  ^^icen  of  Hungary,  equally  zcj!ou<  for  the  general 
f :  IT  .liVii-.r!,  cq'.ia!!y  ztalous  fur  the  lilKrriics  of  Kurcpe,  and  r^ 
cor;v;r:ci\!  f't  tlie  pL':t:Jv,  tlv  amMticn,  and  the  imV.cnce  of  Fr 
wj:h   .rv  I  r:J  in  ih.is  iVnirmbiy. 

!>..:.   n.en,    my  I-'-rcb,   have  long  endeavoured   to  rovk 
coii:ir''y  from  the  r.«:h  of  avarice,  and  the  fl umber  of  iranquiITt 
a;:;r.erou^  aiiJ  cxicnKvc  rt;:  -rd  for  the  univerial  happineft  of  i 
Iji.c'i  .iiki  :l,\:  nuw  \abou;\v.^  \v\\V.^  ij:ict^  KSks^")  v^  ^oca 
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m  that  anlour  with  which  they  are  themfelves  inflamed,  and  to  ex- 
*  chat  seal  for  public  faith,  of  which  their  fuperior  knowledge 
Mrs  them  the  neceffity. 

Wt  has  been  indeed  iniinuated,  that  all  their  confultations  tend  onlj 
jaface  garrifons  in  thofe  towns  from  which  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
ft  vritfadrawn  her  forces ;  but  this  fuppofition,  my  Lords,  as  it  is 
BOiU  any  fupport  from  fads,  is  likewife  without  probability.   For 
Tifon  the  barrier  towns,  requires  no  previous  debates  nor  deli« 
ons ;  fmce  it  never  was  oppofed  even  by  thofe  by  whom  the 
ice  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  been  mod  retarded.     Nor 
even  the  deputies  of  Dort,  whofe  obftinacy  has  been  moft  re« 
Je,  denied  the  necef&ty  of  fecuring  the  confines   of  their 
by  pofleffing  with  their  own  troops  thofe  places  which  the 
ians  are  obliged  to  forfake.    Their  prefent  difputes,  my  Lords, 
be  therefore  on  fome  other  qiieftion ;  and  what  queftion  can  be 
before  them  which  can  produce  any  difficulties,  but  that  whicb^ 
Is  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  San£tion  ? 
tbefe  deliberations  (hould  be  fo  hr  influenced  by  the  arrival  of 
army  in  the  pay  of  Britain,  as  to  end  in  a  refolution  to  fend  a 
tt  number  of  forces  into  Gerniiany,  it  will  not  be  denied, 
the  troops  which  give  occafion  for  this  debate,  have  really  beea 
to  the  common  caufe ;  nor  will  his  Majefty  lofe  the  aiFe£tions 
My  of  his  fubje£ls,  by  the  falfe  accounts  which  have  ,been  fpread 
invidious  preference  given  to  the  troops  of  Hanover* 

every  Government  ought  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  efteem 
confidence  of  the  people,  I  fuppofe  we  are  all  equally  con- 
but  I,  for  my  part,  am  very  far  from  thinking  that  meafures 
It  only  to  be  purfued  or  rejcded,  as  they  are  immediately  fa- 
or  difliked  by  the  populace.  For  as  they  cannot  know  either 
p  caufes  or  the  end  of  public  tranfa£lions,  they  can  judge  only 
^  fidlacious  appearances,  or  the  information  of  thofe  whofe  in- 
it  may  perhaps,  be  to  lead  them  away  from  the  truth.  That 
:h  will  be  moft  certainly  and  moft  permanently  popular,  wha 
ly  purfues  the  good  of  his  people,  even  in  oppofition  to  their  own 
iljudices  and  clamours ;  who  difregards  calumnies,  which,  though 
Wf  may  prevail  for  a  day,  time  will  fufficiently  confute,  and  flights 
Ippftioni  which  he  knows  may  be  anfwered,  aud  anfwercd  beyond 


A  iKTjr  wuiw    %.iiwiuii)    my    i«uius,    iiccauic    iiicy   woe  iiuix^    i 

procured.     Of  the  other  nations  from  whom  forces    hj 
been  hi  re  J,  fomc  were  engaged  In  the  care  of  protei^ii 
defign  of  extending;  their  own  dominions,  and  others  had 
levied,  nor  could  therefore  furnifh  them  with  fpccd  cnoj 
exigence  that  demanded  ihem. 

It  has  been  afl^ed  with  an  air  of  triumph,  as  a  qii^nioi 
no  anfwcr  could  be  given,  why  an  c^-jal  number  of  Rrfrot 
lent,  fir.ce  tlvlr  valour  mi^ht  be  eflcemcd  at  lea  ft  equal 
Hiinovtrian^ :  I  am  fni,  mv  Lords,  from  intendinz  :o  di 
reputation  i4"  the  Britllh  courjL-e,  or  detra«!l  Irom  ihat  pr 
has  been  jjained  by  fuch  j.'ail.ini  enterprifes,  and  prcfcrvcd 
fuccefTion  o\  d.in*:erf,  and  of  vJLtorics;  nor  do  1  cxpefl 
n.:iion  wil!  ever  form  a  »uft  claim  to  fu;xrr]oritv.  T 
the  re  fore,  my  Lords,  for  uhich  the  troops  of  Hanover  « 
wjs  not  that  the  braver v  of  our  countrymen  was  doubtec 
the  tLiniporLition  of  fuel;  r.u inbtrs  mi;:l'.l  iL'ave  us  raked 
f  lit-?  or"  an  enemy.  For  thcu/hthe  m  bic  Lord  ha^  dec! 
after  ha\ing  fcnt  fixtecn  ihnufand  into  F'landcrs,  wc  Ihoul 
ftTerved  for  our  dt fence  a  b<^dv  of  (i:\'ci\  th<)ufjnd  rcjsl  to 
the  pruteclinn  of  this  lcin;^i!L»m  wa>  intrullcd  in  the  l.:!( 
opih.on  will  upon  exaininatlLM-.  be  found  to  have  arifrn  t^r.? 
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|e  in  itfcif,  and  h'onourtble  to  the  nation,  it  was  complied  with ; 
I  as  many  of  our  native  troops  were  fent,  as  it  was  thought  con- 
Kent  to  fparc,  the  reft  were  necefl&rily  to  be  hired ;  and  it  is  the 
Inefs  of  thofe  Lords  who  defend  the  motion,  to  (hew  from 
iBnce  they  cotald  be  called  more  properly  than  from  Hanover. 
It  has  been  urged  with  great  warmth,  that  the  contract  made  for 
ife  troops  has  not  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  charge  which  the 
Ue  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  has  fbewii  to  be  ill  grounded  ; 
vnfe  the  former  determinations  of  the  Senate  enabled  the  Crown 
^  garrifon  the  frontier  towns  without  any  new  deliberations,  but 
bkh  may  be  perhaps  more  (atisfactorily  confuted  by  (hewing,  that 
^  an  accufation  of  neglefiing  that  which  was  in  reality  not  pof- 
|b  to  be  performed,  or  which  at  leaft  could  not  be  performed 
hkout  fubje£ting  the  Government  to  imputations  yet  more  dan- 
pKMS  than  thofe  which  it  now  fuflers. 

The  accounts,  my  Lords,  by  which  the  miniftry  were  determined 
fcnd  the  army  into  Flanders,  arrived  only  fifteen  days  before  the 
fs  of  the  Senate  ;  nor  was  the  rcfolution  formed,  as  it  may  eafily 
imagined,  till  feveral  days  after ;  fo  that  there  was  very  little 
for  fenatorial  deliberations,  nor  u'as  it  perhaps  convenient  to 
at  that  time  the  whole  fcheme  of  our  defigns. 
LBut  let  us  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  Senate  had  a  few  days 
mm  they  rofe  been  confultcd,  and  that  a  vote  of  credit  had  been 
^(atred  to  enable  the  Crown  to  hire  forces  during  the  interval  of  the 
tons,  what  would  thofe  by  whom  this  motion  is  fupported  have 
^d  ag.iinft  it  ?  Would  they  not  with  great  appearance  of  reafon 
Ute  alledged  the  impropriety  of  fuch  an  application  to  the  thin  rc- 
lilia  of  a  Senate,  from  which  almoft  all  thofe  had  retired,  whom 
rir  employments  did  not  retain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Court? 
^oald  it  not  have  been  echoed  from  one  corner  of  thefe  kingdoms 
another,  that  the  miniftry  had  betrayed  their  country  by  a  con* 
£t  which  they  durft  net  lay  before  a  full  Senate,  and  of  which 
tf  would  truft  the  examination  only  to  thofe  whom  they  had  hired 
approi'V  it?  Would  not  this  have  been  generally  aflertcd,  and 
nerally  believed  ?  Would  not  thofe  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
opportenw  of  the  Court,  have  urged,  that  the  King  ought  to 
insiprerogutvci-and  truft  thb  equity  of  the  Senate  for  the  ap- 
ObariCMl  of  his  fures,  and  the  payment  of  the  troops  which  he 
id'  itt4Ml  ibr-  4he  fu;'port  of  the  common  ca^ute,  x^  c^oS^  ^«3it 
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which  fo  mvch  seal  had  been  esprefledt  i 

with  juftice  be  iiifpeded,   chat  any  icafi 

denied?    Would  not  the  folicitatii      of      gn  K  of 

limits,  to  be  exerted  wholly  at  the  dilcntiop  of  the  miodlry,  h 

fured  at  a  precedent  of  the  utmoft  danger,  which  it  wm  the  k 

of  every  roan  to  oppofe,  who  had  noc  loft  all  regard  to  ihe  oo 

lion  of  his  country  ? 

Thefe  infinuations,  my  Lords,  were  fereieen  and  allowed 
Biiniftry  to  be  fpecious,  and  therefore  diey  detcnnined  id  avoi 
by  purfuing  their  fchemes  at  their  own  hazard,  without  anj 
fecurity  than  the  coniciouTneb  of  the  reftitudc  of  their  own  di 
and  to  truft  to  the  equity  of  the  Senate  when  chey  fliooM  I 
before  them,  at  a  time  when  part  of  their  cSeSts  might  be 
vered,  and  when  therefore  no  falfe  reprefentations  could  be 
miflead  their  judgment.  They  knew  the  zeal  of  the  Coanc 
die  great  caufe  ot  univerfal  liberty ;  they  knew  that  their  m 
had  no  other  tendency  than  the  promotion  of  that  caule,  and 
fere  they  confidently  formed  thofc  cxpedations  which  hare  c 
ceived  them,  that  the  pay  of  the  troops  would  be  readily  g 
and  ordered  them  therefore  to  march ;  though  if  the  Comma 
diCipproved  their  plan,  they  muft  have  returned  into  their  own 
tr}',  or  have  been  fupported  at  the  expence  of  the  electorate. 

The  objeAions  railed  againft  thefe  troops,  have  apparrndy  I 
influence  in  the  other  Houfe,  bec^ule  fuppiiet  have  been  | 
for  their  pay ;  and  I  believe  they  will,  upon  examinaboo,  be 
by  your  Lordihips  not  to  dcferve  much  regard. 

It  is  aficrteJ,  that  they  cannot  act  againft  the  Emperor  cftal 
and  acknowledged  by  the  diet,  without  fubjcding  their  cow 
an  interdid;  and  it  was  therefore  fufpoAed,  that  they  tro 
reality  be  of  no  ufe.  1  hit  fufpicion,  my  Ixirds  I  luppofc 
now  not  neceilary  to  cenfure,  fince  you  have  heard  from  hit  M 
thit  they  are  preparing  to  march  ;  and  as  the  confe^ucnccs  o 
Cwnduiit  can  only  affect  the  elciSorate,  its  propriety  or  legaLr 
rcearJ  to  th?  confticution  of  the  empice,  falls  not  propcriv 
our  conlidcration. 

How  his  iViajetly's  meafures  may  be  defended,  even  in  this 
I  fuppofe  I  need  not  inform  anyol'  this  Aflirmbly.  It  ii  well  k 
that  the  Emperor  was  choTcn  not  by  the  free  confent  of  the  i 
wbkh  every  elector  voted  &ccgidifv^\o  hk&Qwa  kni'e,  bus  by 
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■Iridch  one  Tote  bf  the  empire  was  fufpended  without  any  regard 
or  juftice,  and  in  which  the  reft  were  extorted  by  a  French 
r,  which  threatened  imnjediate  ruin  to  him  who  (hould  refufe  hit 
The  Emperor  thus  chofen,  was  likewife  afterwards  recog^ 
by  the  fanke  powers,  upon  the  fiune  motives,  and  Ae  ud  was 
as  the  votes  were  given  by  the  influence  of  the  armies  of 

'or  this  reafbn,  my  Lords,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ftill  refuies  to 

the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  die  ftile  and  honours  which  belong  to 

imperial  dignity ;  (he  confiders  the  Throne  as  ftill  vacant^  and 

ires  that  it  ihould  be  filled  by  an  uninfluenced  ele^oo* 

has  been  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  his  Majefty  gave  his  vote 

Elector  of  Bavaria ;  and  it  has  been  therefore  reprefented  as 

f  iaconfiftency  in  his  condud,  that  he  fliould  make  war  againft 

But,  my  Lords,  it  will  by  no  means  follow,  that  becaufe  he 

fcr  him,  he  thinks  him  lawfully  elected,  nor  that  it  is  unjuft 

fs  him  s  though  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  we  are  not  making 

to  dethrone  the  Emperor,  however  eleded,  but  to  fupport  the 

latic  Sanfiion. 

obfervation,  though  fomewhat  foreign  from  the  prefent  de* 

I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  lay  before  your  Lordftiips^ 

DO  fcni{des  might  remain  in  the  moft  delicate  and  fcrupulous« 

so  (hew  that  the  meafures  of  his  Majefty  cannot  be  juftly  charged 

ificoo(ift€ncy. 

irAil  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  greateft  benefit  which 
^  Queen  of  Hungary  has  received  from  thcle  troops;  for  it  is 
^^y  probable,  that  the  ftates  will  be  induced  to  concur  in  the 
iHUHon  caufe,  when  they  find  that  they  are  not  incited  to  a  mock 
Bafcderacy,  when  they  perceive  that  we  really  intend  to  ad  vigo- 
luflj,  that  we  decline  neither  expence  nor  danger,  and  that  a  com- 
Innce  with  our  demands  will  not  expofc  them  to  ftand  alone  and 
Hfifted  againft  the  power  of  Fraiice,  elated  by  fuccefs,  and  exaf- 
(talcd  by  oppofition. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  (hould  be  the  confequcnce  of  our  meafures, 
nd  this  confequence  is  perhaps  not  far  diftant,  it  will  no  longer  be, 
r,  aflerted,  that  thefe  mercenaries  are  an  u(elefs  burthen  to  the 
that  they  ar^  of  no  advantage  to  the  common  caufe,  ot 
bat  the  people  have  been  betrayed  by  the  roiniftry  into  expences, 
iy  that  Hanover  might  be  enriched.  Wt^en  ti[kft  ^i^ia^  coTif%d£« 
Voi>  II  A  a  ▼•^l 
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ftfcf  is  once  revived,  and  itvived  hj  vblmogmkBim 

ddlrudive  mcafurcsy  the  inTatiaUe  ;  sad  tke  9m 

criickj  of  the  French,  what  may  not  fr  is  of  libeny  | 
tptxpciki  May  they  not  hope,  my  Lonb»  that  dwfe  kn^ghti 
which  have  been  fe  long  employed  in  conqtiefb  aad  iBvi&ai 
have  laid  wafte  the  neighbouring  countrid  with  flaugjhtria  i 
Yaftations,  will  be  foon  compelled  to  retire  to  dieir  own  h 
and  be  content  to  guard  the  verge  of  their  native  pfoviaca 
we  not  hope,  that  they  will  foon  be  driven  from  their  pod 
they  will  be  forced  to  retreat  to  a  more  defenfibk  ftatmip  an 
the  armies  of  their  enemies  into  their  dominionB  i  and  thM  tl 
be  purfued  from  fortrefs  to  fortrefr,  and  from  one  imrenchi 
another,  till  they  ihaH  be  reduced  to  petition  for  peace,  and  | 
it  by  the  alienation  of  pSirt  of  their  territories. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  yet  fafely  alierted  that  the  1 
however  powerful,  are  not  invincible;    that  their  armies 
deflroyed,  and  their  treafures  exhaufted ;  that  they  may  thcf 
reduced  to  nareow  limits,  and  difabled  from  being  any  lot 
difturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  univcrfe. 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  their  wealth  is  not  the 
of  their  own  country;  that  gold  i^  not  dug  out  of  their  mo 
or  rolled  down  their  rivers ;  but  chit  it  is  gained  by  an  c 
and  fucceUful  commerce,  carried  on  in  many  parts  of  the  wi 
the  iJiminutiun  of  our  own.  It  is  known  likcwifc,  that  trade 
be  continued  in  war,  without  the  proteAion  of  naval  arms 
and  that  our  fleet  is  at  prefcnt  fuperior  in  flrength  to  thofii 
^reatcll  part  of  the  univcrfe  united.  It  is  therefore  rraCH 
bt  h(>ped,  that  though  by  aflifting  the  Houfe  of  Auliria  wi 
provoke  the  Ficnch  to  declare  war  ajtainfV  us  (heir  hoftdita 
produce  none  of  ihofe  calamities  which  (cxm  to  be  dmdcd 
of  tliis  AfiembiV :  and  that  IIkmjIJ  a  confrdencv  be  furmeJ  i 
vt  abic  to  retort  all  the  machination^  of  France  upon  be 
vould  ttsr  lur  (\o^iiKis  from  iter,  .i.iJ  annex  tbem  i 
icvffct^nt.L^. 

it  has  bcc:i  ur  :cJ,  that  no  fuch  fjcccls  can  be  rxpriled  i 
corduvt  wl.ich  we  have  lately  purfacd;  that  ue,  who  are  tha 
t!;r  rcic:u:ncnt  ut'  tiiC  mod  formidable  power  in  the  iintvcf 
lung  fu  fie  red  ourfclvcs  to  be  intuited  by  an  enemy  of  tar 
k}Tce;  mat  wc  have  been  dv.W9LVc^  u\  aLVoiMt  catcrpnfef,  and 


Ipfeot  appeared  to  defift  from  any  defign  of  hoftilides ;  that  the 
pniards  fcarcelj  peicefivt,  that  they  have  an  enemy,  or  feel  any  of 
m  icaiatnieies  or  inconveniences  of  war ;  and  that  they  are  every 
||  enriched  with  the  plunder  of  Briuin  Without  danger,  and 
Brilout  labour. 

pSThac  the  war  againft  Spain  has  not  hitherto  been  remarkably  fuc-. 
muft  be  copfejSed  -,  and  though  the  Spaniards  cannot  boaft  <» 
other  advantages  than  the  defence  of  ihcir  own  dominions,  yet 
may  perhaps  be  fomewhat  elated,  as  they  have  been  able  to  hold 
againft  an  enemy  fupcrior  to  themfelves.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am 
from  believing,  that  they  confider  the  war  againft  us  as  an  ad- 
IJWage,  or  that  they  dp  not  lament  it  as  one  of  the  heavieft  cala- 
iibes  that  could  fall  upon  them.  If  it  be  afked,  in  what  part  of 
Mr  dominions  they  feel  any  efte£b  of  our  hoftility,  I  fliali  anfwer 

t great  confidence,  that  they  feel  them  in  every  part  which  is 
d  to  the  evils  of  a  naval  war ;  that  they  are  in  pain  wherever 
■y  are  fenfiblc ;  that  they  are  wounded  wherever  they  are  not'  fiieU 
^d  from  our  blows,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  nations  of  the 
BQtinent. 

If  we  examine,  my  Lords,  the  influence  of  our  European  arma- 
we  lhall  find  that  their  ftiips  of  war  are  ftiut  up  in  the  har- 
ef  France,  and  that  the  fleets  of  both  nations  are  happily 
lodccd  up  together,  fo  that  they  can  neither  extricate  each  other 
^concerted  motions*,  in  which  our  attention  might  be  diftracted, 
fit  our  force  divided,  nor  by  their  united  force  break  through  the 
■ft  by  which  they  are  {hut  up  from  the  ufe  of  the  ocean. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  however  important  with  refpeft  to  us,  h 
mkMps  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  which  the  Spaniards  feel  from  our 
mnl  fuperiority.  They  have  an  army,  my  Lords,  in  Italy,  expofed 
»  «11  the  miferics  of  famine,  while  our  fleet  prohibits  the  tranfporta- 
i6o  of  thofe  provifions  which  have  been  ftored  in  veflels  for  their 
ijffijj  ahd  which  muft  be  probably  foon  made  defiencclefs  by  the 
Mot  of  ammunition^  and  h\\  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  without 
le  honour  of  a  battle. 

Bvt  what  to  the  pride  of  a  Spaniard  muft  be  yet  a  more  fevere 
ibdion,  they  have  on  the  fame  continent  a  natural  confederate, 
pho  is  yet  fo  intimidated  by  the  Britifii  fleets,  that  he  dares  neither 
flbili  them  refuge  in  his  dominions,  fi^r  fend  his  troops  to  their 
tflUboce.    The  Queen^  amidft  all  the  fcheme^  vib\^\i^t  >xv^>itn.^^ 

A  a  2  ^.vstewwv 


lortrcn^lh,  a  prop -^fitjon  of  whith,  it"  it  co-!J  1-c  .:*  ^^ud, 
Moiurchy  would  attird  (utiicicnc  proof',,  as  it  r  been 
time  fup ported  rii!y  by  the  power  ci  richcf.  It  :s  'he:; 
'iblf  to  weaken  Spain  more  I'pcedily  or  mere  cerraln'r, 
cerccpt.ng  or  obltrui^in^  the  nniiual  Supplies  of  goM  ar.^ 
flic  receives  from  her  American  provinces,  by  uh.ch  fn< 
enabled  to  thrcjtcn  Havrry  to  all  the  ncighbcjurin;:  n-t:; 
cited  to  begin,  wii!j  the  fubj^'i.lion  t^f  thi>  ifland,  her  m'. 
of  univciUi  mon.irc!3y,  and  by  which  (he  has  ftiU  coniin. 
hcrfelf  to  an  cf:-:  ;l!:y  u:rh  the  mort  powerful  natio:;«,  !; 
kingdom;!,  and  i\t  at  dihancc  th'.*  Auj^iian  power. 

Thefe  fiippiics,  r?v  I  r.uU^  arc  now,  if  not  uhc!!/,  yei 
irc^rure  withixld  ,  .nd  bv  all  t)ij  ctturs  wh.ch  the  Spa 
r:..kc,  they  arc  cx:..'.urtinj:  i::i-.r  v.'.i'-,  .ijid  u^iMig  i 
!':cn:!th  of  tr.elr  naiivc  count :".  W.ric  i!vv  ma-ic  w: 
ventitious  trca/urc",  and  only  ItjuaLdcrCki  <  ::c  ^car  w 
would  rep.iy  thcn^.  it  wjs  r..n  i^iy  ro  r'ur'.:Vc  i:  «.%■  !- n  • 
would  incline  them  to  hold  u'jt  ^-.'.ajili  iu,v.:!uv  s::cr.^! 
Cicy  were  or»Iy  e:i^.!i;cd  in  a  n-\.i!  w..r,  i..c;,  mi^:.:  h- 
Ivr  a  long  time  m  a  kind  cA  paiUvc  ubtt.na.  \  ;  and  wh..f 
engaged  in   ni>  forei^Mi  enter  prizes,  mi^ht  have  fi:p{M.rte< 
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^  and  have  formed  tbde  projeds  at  a  time  when  the  means 
pvfaing  them  are  cut  ofF.  They  have  by  one  war  increafed 
cxpences,  when  their  receipts  are  obftrutSled  by  another, 
this  ftate,  my  Lords,  I  am  certain  the  Spaniards  are  very  far 
thinking  the  hoftility  of  Britain  merely  nominal,  and  from  en- 
ing  in  what  part  of  the  world  their  enemies  are  to  be  found, 
troops  in  Italy  fee  them  failing  in  triumph  over  the  Mediterra- 
intercepting  their  provifions,  and  prohibiting  thofc  fuccours 
they  expeAed  from  their  confederate  of  Sicily.  In  Spain 
taxes  and  their  poverty,  poverty  which  every  day  increafes, 
them,  that  the  feas  of  America  are  pofiefled  by  the  fleets  of 
in,  by  whom  their  mines  are  made  ufelefi,  and  their  wealthy 
ions  reduced  to  an  empty  found. 
They  may,  indeed,  comfort  themfclves  in  their  diftrefles  with  the 
raotages  which  their  troops  have  gained  over  the  King  of  Sardi* 
Wy  and  with  the  entrance  which  they  [have  forced  into  his  domi- 
ms ;  but  this  can  afford  them  no  long  fatisfi£tion,  fincc  they  will 
Mnbly  never  be  able  to  break  through  the  pafles  at  which  they 
>ve  arrived,  or  to  force  their  way  into  Italy;  and  mufl  perUh  at 
t  feet  of  inacceffible  rocks,  where  they  are  now  fupportcd  at  fuch 
I  cjcpence,  that  they  are  more  burthenfbme  to  their  own  maflcr, 
ta  CO  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

Of  this  Prince  I  know  not  why  it  has  been  afTcrted,  that  he  will 
obably  violate  his  engagements  to  Britain  and  Auflria ;  that  he 
\A  purchafe  peace  by  perfidy,  and  grant  a  pafTagc  to  the  army  of 
loio.     His  conduct  has  certainly  given  hitherto  no  rcaPon  for  fuch 

r 

I  imputation ;  he  has  oppofed  them  with  fortitude  and  vigour,  and 
idcefa ;  nor  has  he  failed  in  any  of  the  duties  required  of  a  general 
'  an  ally  s  he  has  expofed  his  pcrfon  to  the  moft  urgent  dangers, 
d  bis  dominions  to  the  ravages  of  war ;  he  has  rejected  all  the  fo- 
icadons  of  France,  and  fct  her  menaces  at  defiance ;  and  furely, 
f  LfOrds,  if  no  private  man  ought  to  be  cenfured  without  jufl  reA- 
B,  even  in  familiar  difcourfe,  we  ought  ftill  to  be  more  cautious 
injuring  the  reputation  of  Princes  by  public  reproaches  in  the 

debates  of  national  Aflemblies. 

fame  licentioufneft  of  fpcech  has  not,  indeed,  been  extended 
■D  the  Princes  mentioned  in  this  debate.  The  Emperor  has  been 
Ottd  widi  remarkable  decency  as  the  lawful  Sovereign  of  Ge^- 
■on  tf  cae  whg  csmnot  be  oppofed  wUhouX  icbc^\Qii>  1)Xi^  ^^*2jivtj^ 

A  a  5  ^\\w«^ 
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whom  we  tbertfere  cinnot  cxped  diit  the  troopt  of  Hi— hi 
prefume  Co  wSt^  fince  they  muft  expoCe  their  coanrrj  to  thi  f 
of  the  imperial  incerdidl. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  thus  ardency  aflcrtcd  die  right 
Emperor,  who  have  reprcfcnted  in  fuch  ftrong  language  the  i 
violating  the  German  conditudons,  and  have  coomeodtd  i! 
trality  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  as  proper  to  be  imitated  by  all 
of  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  have  forgotten,  or  hoped  dn 
would  forget,  the  injuftice  and  violmce  by  which  he  cxahed 
€0  the  Throne,  from  which  chcy  appear  to  think  it  a  (acrilt| 
fempt  to  endeavour  to  thruft  him  down.  They  fuiget,  that 
the  votes  was  illegally  fufpciidcd,  and  that  the  reft  were  exi 
the  terror  of  un  nrmy.  'i^hcy  forgot,  that  he  invited  the  Vn 
the  empire,  and  thjt  lie  is  guilty  of  all  the  ravages  which  k 
committed  and  all  the  blood  that  has  been  (hed,  fince  the  dca 
Emperor,  in  the  ilcfencc  of  the  Pra>jntatic  SanAion  whtck  he 
diough  ratified  by  the  folcmn  confent  of  the  imperial  diet. 

In  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  oiy  Lords,  whic 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  except  his  MaieAy,  faw  viobted  with 
ccrn,  are  we  now  required  to  exert  our  force ;  we  are  requ 
to  perform  what  we  promifed  by  the  moll  folcmn  treaties 
though  thev  hnvc  been  broLcji  bv  the  cowardice  or  am-':itioc 
powcr«,  it  ^ill  be  cur  gicitcll  hcnuur  to  obfcn-e  with  c 
lidclity. 

With  tlw^  vx'W,  as  yoi:r  LordCiips  have  already  been  i 
t!ic  Ilanovciiaii   t:.:u|'%  Uil!    i:u:ch   into  the  cmptre ;  nor 
march  been  }.;;h^-ito  ilc!a\ed,  either  becaufc  thcic  was  \'ct  n 
khemc  pioJLcteJ,  or  bccaulV  they  were  obliged  to  wait  iot 
ini/Titm  o:  ihc  King  of  Fru^lia,  or  becaufc  they  intended  on!v 
y  uropc  w!;h  an  empty  Hinw  ;    they  were  detained,  my 
1  ianUtr^,  bccau/c  it  w.>  bclicveii,  that  thev  were  more  u;i 
;'.a:i  ihcv  wou!i.  be  in  any  other  place,  hccaute  they  at 
^uura^Li!  ti.e  ibtcs,  uiarmt-d  the  French,  dc.'cndcd  the  Low  i 
:..:.:  k;; :  the  cu.tiindmcation  open  between  the  Qticcn*s  « 
..  '  1  thoic  of  her  ull.cs.     Ncr  were  theic  adv^nuges,   ■ 
.  .i.;-.l;1^-.;1,  :ird  fuch  as  are  only  fuggrfted  by  a  warm  im 
:  r   t  :» t.-.idc!U  tri.:t  by  keeping  their  ttarion  in  iho4e  couai 
r  \  c  L^i^f  .  .d  the  It^te  of  she  war,  that  thcT  rii\  e  prrXc^d  1 
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all  opportunity  of  eftablifhing  herfelf  in  die  pofleflfon  of 
liat  the  French  forces,  inftead  of  being  fent  either  to  the 
f  the  King  of  Spain  againft  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  of 
m*,  for  the  recovery  of  thofe  dominions  which  be  has  loft 
licit  confidence  in  their  alliance,  have  been  neceilkrily 
n  to  the  oppofite  extremity  of  their  dominions,  where  (hey 
ife  either  co  their  own  country,  or  to  their  confederates. 
I  troops  of  Britain  and  Hanover,  therefore,  carried  on  thp 
ing  at  cafe  in  their  quarters  in  Flanders  more  efficacioufly, 
f  had  marched  immediately  into  Bavaria  or  Bohemia, 
ly  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  ihow  the  juftice  of  our 
;  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  meafures  by  which  we  have  endea- 
execute  them ;  and  doubt  not,  but  your  Lordihips  will, 
lering  the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  on  either  fide, 
vhich  your  own  reflections  will  fuggeft,  allow  that  it  was 
ft  but  neceilary  to  take  into  our  pay  the  troops  of  Hanover, 
port  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanction  and  the  preiervation  of 
3f  Auftria ;  and  that  fince  the  fiime  reaibns  which  induced 
nent  t6  hire  them,  ftill  make  it  neceilary  to  retain  them, 
-efer  the  general  happinefs  of  Europe^  the  oUervation  of 
I,  and  the  lecurity  of  our  own  liberties  and  tbofe  of  ou^ 
o  a  fmali  alleviation  of  our  preTent  expences,  and  unani- 
i£k  a  motion,  which  has  no  other  tendency  than  to  refign 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  purchale  a  ii^ort  and 
tranquillity  by  the  lofs  of  all  thoie  bleffings  which  make 
e. 

INS  DALE  fpoke  next  to  die  following  eflcd :— My  Lords^ 
nding  the  confidence  with  which  the  late  meafures  of  the 
t  have  been  defended  by  their  authors,  I  am  not  yet  fet 
the  fcniples  which  my  own  obfervations  had  raifed,  and 
!  been  ftredgthened  by  the  aflertions  of  tho(e  noble  Lords^ 
poken  in  vindication  of  the  motion. 
'  the  objedions  which  have  been  raifed  and  enforced  with 
er  of  argument,  have  yet  remained  unanfwered,  or  thofe 
idihave  beenbffered  are  fuch  as  leave  the  argument  in  its 
k.  Many  of  die  afiertions  whidi  have  been  produced  Teem 
of  hope  rather  than  conviction,  and  we  are  rather  told 
t  to  hope  from  future  meafujeSi  tha«;i  what  advantages  we 
«i  4ymii  Ae  paft. 

A  a  1.  \  ^-^-^ 
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I  an,  indeed,  one  of  ihofe  whom  it  I  fiadi  to  cmi 
the  propriety  of  engaging  in  a  new  war,  i  «  are  nafaooii 

chat  which  we  have  already  undertaken, of  pnirakiB|i 

powerful  enemy,  when  all  our  attempts  are  bafiled  by  a  wofei 
cannot  yet  fet  myfelf  free  from  the  apprehenfioa  of  new  dcin 
new  difgraces  from  the  arms  of  France,  after  having  long  fa 
little  we  are  able  to  punilh  the  inftdenoe  of  Spain.  1  cannoch 
chat  by  an  ill-timed  and  ufeleis  oppofition  Co  fcheniea,  which, 
ever  deftruAive  or  unjuft,  we  cannot  obviate,  we  (hail  Ubjjti 
felves  to  numberlcfs  calamities,  thai  the  ocean  will  be  coven 
new  fleets  of  privateers,  that  our  commerce  will  be  intemii 
every  part  of  the  world,  and  that  we  fliall  only  provoke  lu 
feiae  what  (he  would  at  leaft  have  fpared  fome  time  longer. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  granted,  that  the  Pragmatick  Saw 
obligatory  to  us,  though  it  is  violated  by  cvtry  odier  power,  t 
(hould  labour  to  reduce  the  powers  of  Europe  to  an  equipotict 
ever  accident  or  folly  produces  any  alteration  of  the  balaoa 
chat  we  are  now  not  to  prcferve  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  from  ! 
but  raiic  it  from  the  duft,  and  rellore  it  to  its  ancient  fplendor 
at  the  iiasard  of  a  war  with  that  power  which  now  gives  taw 
che  weftcm  nations;  yet  it  will  not  fuiely  be  aficrtcd,  that  %rc 
CO  be  without  limits,  that  we  ought  to  preterve  the  Houic  of 
not  only  by  the  danger  of  our  own  country,  but  by  it%  cca^i 
and  endeavour  to  avert  the  puflibility  of  flavery  by  Ij^jtctn.^  <m 
CO  miferies  more  fcvcrc  than  the  utmotl  ^rogance  u  Cw.iiq;;ift, 
moil  cruel  wsntonnefs  of  tyranny,  would  inflict  upon  us. 

I  have  ohfcrved,  that  many  Lords  ha\e  cxpreilcd  m  th;s  cc; 
uncommon  ardour  for  the  fupport  of  the  Q^ieen  uf  Hungary  ^  i 
without  pleafure,  that  I  ii:e  the  mod  laudable  of  ail  mc:;vcs, 
and  compaiCon,  operate  in  this  great  Alicmbly  with  To  muci 
May  your  Lordfhips  always  continue  to  ftand  the  great  advoc 
public  faith,  and  the  patrons  of  true  greatnels  in  Uilbeii 
magiunimizy  alwa)-s  gain  your  regard,  and  calamity  find 
under  your  ptuteclion. 

\  likewilcr,  my  Lords,  dcfire  to  be  remembered  among  the 
reverence  the  virtues  and  pity  the  miferies  of  this  iiluftrioitt  P 
who  look  with  Jctcilation  on  thofe  who  have  invaded  the  doe 
which  they  had  obliged  themieives  by  ibtemn  treaties  lo  dc&i 
ffAo  h^vc  uken  advanu|;t  oC  \]tv«  ^tiAt  A  ^^kMruc^  ^^finSt  i 
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nfiehcs  with  her  fpoils,  who  have  infiiked  her  diftidk  and 
I  her  misfortunes. 

f  Lords,  while  I  feel  all  thefe  Icntiinents  of  compaffion  for 
I  of  Hungary,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  forget,  that  mj 
cry  claims  a  nearer  regard  ;  that  I  am  obliged  both  by  in* 
duty  to  pre(erve  myfelf  and  my  pofterity,  and  my  feUow* 
Hn  thofe  miferies  which  I  lament ;  when  they  happen  to 
urever  diftant,  I  cannot  but  remember,  that  I  am  not  to 
ter  from  deftrudion  by  deftroying  myfelf,  nor  to  reicue 
the  ruin  of  Britain. 

.  I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  unwilling  to  affift  the 
Hungary,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  fix  the  limits  <tf  our  re* 
iquire  how  far  we  may  proceed  with  fafety,  and  what  ex- 
:  nation  can  bear,  and  how  thofe  expences  may  be  beft 
The  danger  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ought  not  to  have  an 
;h  would  be  reproachful,  even  if  the  danger  was  our  own. 
>t  fo  far  to  engrols  our  faculties  as  to  hinder  us  from  at* 
every  other  objed.  The  man,  who  runs  into  a  greatter 
Did  a  lefe,  evidently  fhews,  that  he  is  defiedive  either  in 
>r  in  courage,  that  either  he  wants  the  natural  power  <tf 
ing,  or  that  his  dread  of  an  approaching,  or  his  impatience 
t  evil,  has  taken  it  away. 

therefore  examine,  my  Lords,  the  meafures  widi  which 
are  intruded  with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs, 
uade  us  to  concur,  and  enquire  whether  they  are  fuch  as 
roved  by  us  without  danger  to  our  country.  Let  us  con- 
Lords,  yet  more  nearly,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  wet 
ouU  not  be  prevailed  upon  even  to  regard  as  the  dbjeA  at 
n,  were  we  not  dazzled  on  one  part  by  glaring  profjpeds  of 
nd  honours,  of  the  redu<Stion  of  France,  and  the  refcue  of 
of  the  propagation  of  liberty,  and  the  defence  of  religion, 
iated  on  the  other  by  the  view  of  approaching  calamities, 
!S  of  perfecution,  and  the  hardihips  of  ilavery. 
irts  of  exaggeration,  my  Lords,  have  been  pmStiki  to  le- 
to  th^  meafures  which  are  now  propofed,  and  indeed  all  are 
for  the  esqKnces  to  which  we  are  about  to  condemn  this 
fuch  at  it  is  not  able  to  bear,  and  to  which  no  Lord  in 
Jf9¥ki  confent  were  be  calm  enouglh  to  lyimber  the  fiims. 
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Tlie  time,  my  Lords,  at  which  we  1  II  thus  e^aiM 
which  we  (hall  be  reduced  to  an  abfolute  i  i  f  to  nife  aa  mm 
equip  a  fleet,  is  not  at  a  great  diftance.  If  w«.  -oce  profufianhi 
a  Ibort  time  continued,  we  fliall  quickly  have  drained  the  laft  ica 
of  the  wealth  of  our  country.  We  have  long  gone  on  from  ya 
year,  raifing  taxes  and  contracKng  debts ;  and  unlefs  che  nek 
Britain  are  abfolutely  unlimited,  muft  in  a  fliort  dme  reduce  As 
nothing.  Our  cxpcnces  are  not  all,  indeed,  equally 
fome,  though  the  method  of  railing  them  be  vezadous  and 
do  not  much  impovrrifli  the  nation,  becaufe  they  arc  refunded  I] 
extravagance  and  luxury  of  thofe  who  are  retained  in  the  py  d 
Court  i  but  foreign  wars  threaten  immediate  deftrudion,  fiaa 
money  that  is  fpent  in  diftant  countries  can  ne%'er  Call  back  iota 
former  channels,  but  is  diffipated  on  the  continent  and  irrcoo 
ably  loft. 

When  this  conCderation  is  prefent  to  my  mind,  and  on  this  « 
fion  no  nun  who  has  any  regard  for  himfelf  or  his  pofterity  can  ( 
it,  I  cannot  but  think  with  horror  on  a  vou  by  which  fuch  prodag 
funis  are  wafted  into  another  region :  I  cannot  but  trcmbSe  al 
fuunJ  of  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  a  foreign  war,  ^nd  think  a  Fn 
armv  Lndcd  on  our  coafts  not  much  moie  to  be  tirc^icJ  this 
aiiim.il  payment  to  which  wc  appear  now  tn  be  c>  nJeninci, 
ijuin  which  lioihiiig  can  pitTervc  us  but  the  Adarcu  which  *& 
^rupot'cd. 

liy  what  ar^uniCHiS  the  Commons  were  prrfiji«:J,  or  br  ^ 
moti\cs  ini.iU'd  to  vote  a  fupply  for  thr  I'lip^K-^rt  of  t..i>  inc;:* 
forcr,  I  have  not  yet  hi  aid  ;  nor  as  a  Member  of  tKi^  Houx, 
LorJs,  was  it  ncccflary  for  me  toci«quire.  Their  aut.'icrirv,  rv 
nicr.tioiu-d  with  (6  much  folcmnitv  on  tlus  occaf.on,  :\  :o  £ai 
i4)fl;k-:ucon  our  determinations.  If  they  arc  init}jke:v,  :t  :s  : 
rrccP.ary  for  us  to  enquire  with  uncommon  cau:iiin.  I?  itx^ 
ii'rrupt,  it  i>  more  necelHiry  for  us  to  prticrvc  our  irt:^ri!\.  i 
jfc  to  compiv  hiin.-ily  with  ii;cir  drcifions,  our  iLa<'u!eJi;r  cr  ca 
r  xr  J  re  o!  no  bcr.iiit  to  our  country,  wc  only  wafte  lire  ;n  u. 
:  :ci:.:.ii.fs  Jr..i  rr..iy  be  once  more  declared  ufclcf%  to  the  pub' ic. 

1  !.e  C'o::.r::.";i>,  rr.y  Lords,  do  rot   inugine  then: r«. Ives  ooi 

j::  ..:i..i  J  by  till- nai!f  :i,  to  coi-ilitut?  the  icgilluture.     'Ilic  pei 

V  :r:.  a.iy  u:;c(i[niiion  hr.it  pre;  ails  in  the  other  llnufc,  diAurbi  i 

ir  *i J  r :  ■*  ^  r  i  o vc  r  - 1  ulv  '*  vV.t  \i  CiCVum-.v.VAC'V^  ^  V.i\  ^  \«.^\\  \c;".^  ^ 
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to  expcA  rcclrefs  and  fecurity  from  our  calmer  counfels  ;  and 
confidcred  this  Houfe  as  the  place  where  rcafon  and  juftice  may 
iftard,  when  by  clamour  and  uproar  they  are  driven  from  the  other, 
this  occafion,  my  Lords,  every  Britain  Hxes  his  eyes  upon  us^ 
every  man  who  has  fagacity  enough  to  difcover  the  difmal  ap- 
of  public  poverty,  now  fuppHcates  your  Lordlhips,  by  agree- 
to  this  Addrefs,  to  prefcrve  him  from  it. 

Then  the  Speaker  fpoke  to  the  following  purport : — My  Lords, 
■riog  very  attentively  obferved  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  important 
kte,  and  confidered  with  the  utmoft  impartiality  the  arguments 
lich  have  been  made  ufe  of  on  each  fide,  I  cannot  think  the  quef- 
ID  before  us  doubtful  or  difficult ;  and  hope  that  I  may  promote  a 
Bedy  decifion  of  it  by  recapitulating  what  has  been  already  urged. 
It  the  debate  may  be  confidered  at  one  view,  and  by  adding  fome 
fervations  which  have  arifcn  to  my  own  thoughts  on  this  occafion. 
At  the  firft  view  of  the  queftion  before  us  in  its  prefent  ftate,  no 
In  can  find  any  reafons  for  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  Addrefs  pro- 
ttd.  This  Houfe  is,  indeed,  yet  divided,  and  many  Lords  have 
iken  on  each  fide  with  great  force  and  with  great  addrefs ;  but  the 
tiiority  of  the  other  Houfe,  r.dded  to  the  numbers  which  have  al- 
idy  declared  in  this  for  the  fupport  of  the  foreign  troops,  is  fuf- 
ient  to  turn  the  balance,  in  the  opinion  of  any  man  who  contents 
mielf  to  judge  by  the  firft  appearance  of  things  ;  and  mud  incline 
n  to  imagine  that  po&tion  at  Icaft  more  probable,  which  is  ratified 
the  determination  of  one  Houfe  and  vet  undecided  bv  the  other. 
I  know,  my  Lords,  what  may  be  objected  to  thefe  obfervations  on 
t  other  Houfe,  and  rcacil y  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  that  our  de-r 
xninations  ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  theirs.  But  on  this  occa- 
n,  I  Introduce  their  decifion  not  as  the  dccres  of  legiflators,  but  as 
t  refult  of  the  confidcration  of  wife  men  :  and  in  this  fcnfe  it  mav  be 
lc&  reafonablc  to  quote  the  determination  of  the  Commons,  than 
introduce  the  opinion  ot  any  private  man  whofe  knowledge  or  ex* 
rieoce  give  his  opinion  a  claim  to  our  regard. 
Nor  do  I  mention  the  wei^rht  of  authority  on  one  fide  as  fufficicnt 
infiacnce  the  private  determination  of  any  in  this  great  AfTembly. 
is  the  privilege  and  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  polIefTes  a  feat  in 
s  higheft  council  of  his  country,  to  make  ufe  of  his  own  eyes  and 
» own  underflanding,  to  rcjcfl  thofc  arguments  of  which  he  cannot 
\d  the  force,  whatever  efFcdl  they  may  have  up^^tv  o\!tMW^^  -wA  Vi 
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The  time,  my  Lords,  at  which  we  flialt  be  thus  rthwd 
which  we  (hall  be  reduced  to  an  abfolute  inabilitj  to  raife  aa  a 
equip  a  fleet,  is  not  at  a  great  diftance.  If  our  laie  profttfioi 
a  Ibort  time  continued,  we  fliall  quickly  have  drained  the  laft  f 
of  the  wealth  of  our  country.  We  have  long  gone  on  froB  i 
yesLTj  raifing  taxes  and  contracHng  debts ;  and  unlcfs  che  r» 
Briuin  are  abfolutely  unlimited,  muft  in  a  fliort  dme  reduce  i 
nothing.  Our  cxpcnces  are  not  all,  indeed,  equally  deftn 
fome,  though  the  method  of  raiftng  them  be  vexatious  and  opf 
do  not  much  impovrrifli  the  nation,  becaufe  they  are  refunded 
extravagance  and  luxury  of  thofe  who  are  retained  in  the  pay 
Court  I  but  foreign  wars  threaten  immediate  deftruclion,  fii 
money  that  is  fpent  in  diftant  countries  can  iKver  Call  back  ii 
former  channels,  but  is  diflipatcd  on  the  continent  and  im 
ably  loft. 

When  this  conCderation  is  prefent  to  my  mind,  and  on  tbii 
fion  no  nun  who  has  any  regard  for  himfelf  or  his  poftcrity  cai 
it,  I  cannot  but  think  with  horror  on  a  vote  by  which  fuch  pr« 
fums  are  wafted  into  another  region :  I  cannot  but  trcmbSc 
found  of  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  a  foreign  war,  and  think  a  ] 
army  landed  on  our  coafts  not  much  mote  to  he  lirc^JcJ  ti 
animul  pjyoicnt  to  which  wc  appear  now  to  be  c«  nirotrx' 
ijoin  which  iiothing  can  picfervc  us  but  the  Ad«i«'cu  whtcft  . 
propot'cd. 

liy  what  ar^umcnls  the  Commons  were  pcrfijJ^d,  or  rr 
moti\es  incited  to  vote  a  fupply  for  the  riipp«'»rt  <»r  c..i»  mc: 
force,  I  hare  not  yet  hcaid  ;  nor  as  a  Member  of  tr;M  iloi. 
Lores,  was  it  neceflary  for  me  toci>quire.  I'neir  au:r:Gr.r\\  * 
mentioned  with  (6  much  folemnitv  on  chis  occiKor.,  :s  :3  :. 
i4)fl;ieiKC  on  our  determinations.  If  thc-y  arc  mii^^ke:.,  :  . 
iieccHiiry  for  us  to  enquire  with  uncommon  c^a:i(.n.  I*  i: 
corrupt,  it  i>  more  necelFary  for  us  to  preiervc  our  irtt^nrii. 
^tc  to  comply  blindly  with  their  drcifions,  our  kiW'u'.cJj^r  or  i 
e::cc  arc  of  do  benefit  to  our  country,  we  only  w^ftc  ::tc  ;r. 
fr.lrn.i.iiies  ur.il  may  be  once  more  (ieclaied  ufclcfi  to  tr.e  pub* 

The  Coir.njon5,  rr.y  Lords,  do  r.ot   inujine  thcn:f».lvcs  a 

j::-.:^i..rJ  by  the  naiioii,  to  coMlitJl":  the  lcg:r.Jtu:e.     llic  ] 

w.'irn  ai)y  uncommon  heat  prevails  in  the  other  Moufe,  (!:!l.rb 

drbjrcs  ar.i  ovcr-iuUv  vV.evi  ^\«m\vA^\w.'^^\.i.^T:  •;,t.^>x\cr.t 
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to  expcA  rcdrefs  and  fecurity  from  our  calmer  counfels  ;  and 
confidercd  this  Houfe  as  the  place  where  reafon  and  juftice  may 
^lleird,  when  by  clamour  and  uproar  they  are  driven  from  the  other, 
ihis  occafion,  my  Lords^  every  Britain  iixes  his  eyes  upon  us^ 
every  man  who  has  fagacity  enough  to  difcover  the  difmal  ap- 
of  public  poverty,  now  fupplicates  your  Lordlhips,  by  agree- 
to  this  Addrcfs,  to  prefer\'e  him  from  it. 

fben  the  Speaker  fpoke  to  the  following  purport : — My  Lords, 
log  very  attentively  obferved  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  important 
I,  and  coniidered  with  the  utmoft  impartiality  the  arguments 
:h  have  been  made  ufe  of  on  each  fide,  I  cannot  think  the  quef- 
before  us  doubtful  or  difficult ;  and  hope  that  I  may  promote  a 
ly  decifion  of  it  by  recapitulating  what  has  been  already  urged, 
the  debate  may  be  confidered  at  one  view,  and  by  adding  fome 
Hervations  which  have  arifen  to  my  own  thoughts  on  this  occafion. 
At  the  firft  view  of  the  queflion  before  us  in  its  prefent  ftate,  no 
An  can  find  any  reafons  for  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  Addrefs  pro- 
ved. This  Houfe  is,  indeed,  yet  divided,  and  many  Lords  have 
Hken  on  each  fide  with  great  force  and  with  great  addrefs ;  but  the 
iVhority  of  the  other  Houfe,  added  to  the  numbers  which  have  al- 
^y  declared  in  this  for  the  fupport  of  the  foreign  troops,  is  fuf- 
Seot  to  turn  the  balance,  in  the  opinion  of  any  man  who  contents 
tnfelf  to  judge  by  the  firfl  appearance  of  things  ;  and  muft  incline 
n  to  imagine  that  portion  at  Icafl  more  probable,  which  is  ratified 
fthe  determination  of  one  Houfe  and  yet  undecided  by  the  other. 
I  know,  my  Lords,  what  may  be  objected  to  thefe  obfervations  on 
le  other  Houfe,  and  rcaaily  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  that  our  de« 
anninations  ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  theirs.  But  on  this  occa- 
Ml,  I  introduce  their  decifion  not  as  the  dccres  of  legiflators,  but  as 
|e  refult  of  the  confideraclon  of  wife  men  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  it  mav  be 
D  left  reaibnablc  to  quote  the  determination  of  the  Commons,  than 
^  introduce  the  opinion  of  any  privat3  man  whofe  knowledge  or  ex* 
erirocc  give  his  opinion  a  claim  to  our  regard. 
Nor  do  I  mention  the  weight  of  authority  on  one  fide  as  fufficient 
ftinfiBcnce  the  private  determination  of  any  in  this  great  Aflembly. 
:  it  the  privilege  and  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  poflefTes  a  feat  in 
le  higheft  council  of  his  country,  to  make  ufe  of  his  own  eyes  and 
h  own  underflanding,  to  rcjcft  thofe  aiiguments  of  which  he  cannot 
nd  the  force,  whatever  efFedl  they  may  have  u]jQtv  o\\tf:i^^  ^yA  v^ 
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difcharge  the  great  truft  conferred  upon  him  bj  coafiilrii^  i 
icience  but  his  own. 

Yet  though  we  are  by  no  mes  the  detcnniaJi 

other  men  to  rcprefs  our  enqui    s,  we  umj  certainly  make 

them  to  alHft  them  ;  we  may  very  property  tberefiDie  inquire  n 

fons  that  induced  the  other  Houfe  to  approve  thofe  biiis  wk 

brought  before  them,  fmce  it  is  not  likely  that  their  confeat  v 

tained  without  arguments,  at  leaft  probable,  though  they  are 

be  by  us  conftdered  as  conclufive  upon  their  authority.    T1 

advanuge  which  the  public  receives  from  a  kgiflature  iat 

feveral  diilin£l  powers,  is,  that  all  laws  muft  pals  through  nil 

beratjons  of  aA'cmbiics  independent  on  each  other,  of  virhick 

one  be  agtuted  by  facUen  or  diftracled  by  diviftons,  .t  nuyh 

that  the  other  will  be  calm  and  united,  and  of  which  it  can  hi 

feared  that  they  can  at  any  time  concur  in  meaiures  appirca 

firuciiive  to  the  con'inion wealth. 

But  thefe  enquiries,  my  T^rds,  however  proper  or  necefL 
to  be  made  by  us  not  in  folcmn  allemUies,  but  in  our  pcni 
rasters ;  and  therefore  1  fliaH  not  now  lay  before  your  Lurdibi 
I  have  heard  from  thofe  whom  I  have  confulted  for  the  lake  of 
Ing  information  on  this  important  qucAion,  or  Dull  at  ira!i  r 
it  as  the  opinion  of  the  Commons,  or  {.retcnd  to  adii  to  xt 
£uence  dificrcnt  from  thut  of  rtafon  and  truth. 

Thi:  arguments  which  have  been  offered  in  this  debate  for  * 
tioii,  arc  indeed  fuch  as  do  not  moke  any  uncommon  cxpedsc 
ccfl'jry,  they  will  not  di  ivc  tlie  a^lvocates  for  the  late  mcauici 
a  refuge  in  authority  inllead  of  reufon.  1  hey  require,  in  my 
only  to  be  confidcrcd  with  a  calm  attention,  and  their  force 
mediately  be  at  an  end. 

^'he  moll  piaufiblc  objection,  my  Ltu'd^,  i«,  that  the  mea 
v-hich  your  approbation  is  now  dcftred,  were  cnnciTtrd  andi 
without  the  concuirence  of  the  Senate^  and  it  \s  thcrrfor 
tiiJt  th^*y  catinoc  now  defer vc  our  approbation,  becau'x   :t 
alkvd  a:  the  proper  lime. 

In  order  to  an  five  r  this  obi  cation,  mv  I^rdc,  it  if  ncctttan 
fider  it  more  diit.nctiy  than  thufe  who  nude  it  appear  to  ha 
that  we  nuy  not  luflcr  ouiklvr^k   to  confound  quckliom 
pcrf mal,  to  cilfiaiu  one  object  fur  anoihf  r,  or  tu  be 
ili£ercnt  view;. 
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the  confent  of  the  Senate  was  not  aflced,  my  Lords,,  foppoiing 
^  and  a  negled  of  a  criminal  kind,  of  a  teode^cy  to  weakem 
irity  and  ihakc  the  foundations  of  our  conftitution,  which  is 
ift  that  the  moft  ardent  imagination,  or  the  moft  hyperbolical 
:an  utter  or  Arggeft,  may  be  indeed  a  juft  reafon  fix  invedivQ 
le  minifters,  but  is  of  no  force  if  urged  againft  the  nticaruics* 
auxiliaries  in  our  pay  may  be  right,  though  it  might  he  wrpog 
lero  without  applying  to  the  Senate ;  as  it  is  pr<)per  to  throw 
on  a  fire,  though  it  was  conveyed  to  the  place  without  diq 
hofc  from  whofc  well  it  was  drawn,  or  over  whofe  ground 
Tried. 

iberties  of  Europe  be  really  in  danger,  if  our  treaties  oblige 
ift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  againft  the  invaders:  of  her  69^ 

if  the  ambition  of  France  req^ires  to  be  repidbd,  aad  the 
r  Germany  to  be  animated  againft  bcr  by  the  4teitata  proQiedk 
Tous  fupport,  I  cannot  discover  the  propriety  of  this  mocioii^ 
pofmg  that  we  have  not  found  from  the. minifters  «U  lb« 
at  we  have  a  right  to  demand.  As  a  lawful  suthority  map 
^,  fo  right  may  be  fomctimes  done  by  an  unlawful  power  ; 
fy  though  ufurpation  ought  to  be  puxiiflied,  the  benefits  whidi 
1  procured  by  it,  are  not  to  be  thrown  away.  We  may  re-f 
roops  that  have  been  hired,  if  they  are  ufeful«  though  Vit 
nfure  the  miniftry  for  taking  them  into  pay. 
e  motioa  to  which  our  concurrence  is  now  jrequired,  is  .a 
y  which  we  are  to  punifh  ourfelves  for  the  crime  of  thp 
f  by  which  we  are  about  to  leave  ourfelves  dcfenceleft,  be^* 

have  been  armed  without  <nir  confent,  and  to  refign  up 
;hts  and  privileges  to  France,  becaufe  we  fufpe^  that  thejr 
been  fufficiently  regarded  on  this  occaiion  by  our  minifters. 

noble  Lords  who  have  dwelt  with  the  greateft  ardour  00 
Eon,  have  made  no  propofition.  for  cenfuring  thofe  whom 
lemn  as  the  authors  of  it,  though  this  objedhon  muft  ter^ 

an  enquiry  into  their  conduct,  and  has  no  rei^  relation  to 
queftioii  now  before  us,  which  is,  .Whether  the  auxiliaries 
'  vfe  i  If  they  are  ufeleis,  they  ought  to  be  difcharged  witb* 
tber  Kcafon;  if  thry  are  Jieceflary,  they  ought  to  be  retained, 
cenfure  may  fall  upon  the  miniftry. 

kideedl,  br  from  thinking,  that  when  your  Lordihips  havo 
f  ciamincJ  the  ainiir,  you  will  think  vout  ^\\\^«^ti^  vo^ 
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Tadcd,  or  the  public  trepanned  by  artifice  inlo  cspenfive  bb 
fince  it  will  tppeir,  that  the  miniftry  in  reality  preferred  i 
honeft  to  the  rifeft  methods  of  proceeding,  and  chde  n 
hazard  themrelves,  than  to  practiie  or  appear  to  praAife  av 
upon  their  countr)*. 

When  it  was  refolvcd  in  council  to  take  the  troops  of  [ 
into  the  pay  of  Britain,  a  refolution  which,  as  your  Lordfti| 
already  been  informed,  was  made  only  a  few  days  before  ihi 
rofe,  it  was  natural  to  conftdcr,  Whether  the  coofcnt  of  the 
fliould  not  be  demanded  ;  but  when  it  appeared  upon  reflect 
to  bring  an  afiair  of  fo  great  Importance  before  the  laft  reia 
a  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  far  the  greater  pirt  had  retiree 
care  of  their  own  affairs,  would  be  fufpecled  as  fraudulent,  an 
give  the  nation  reafon  to  fear,  that  fuch  nicaiurcs  were  intci 
the  minifters  were  afraid  of  laying  before  a  full  Senate, 
thought  more  proper  to  defer  the  application  to  the  neat  (cSi 
to  venture  upon  the  mcafures  that  were  formed,  upon  a  full  • 
tson  of  their  neceffity. 

This  conduA,  my  Lords,  was  exadly  conformable  to  the  d 
of  thofe,  by  whom  the  court  has  hitherto  been  oppofrd,  and  « 
fignalized  themfelves   as  the  moft  watchful  ^uarJuns  ol' 
Among  thcfe  men,  votes  of  credit  have  never  been  mcntio 
with  deteftation,  as  a£b  of  implicit  confidence,  by  which  th 

of  the   nation  are  thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  the  minii^ri 

• 

Iquandered  at  pic  a  fu  re.  When  it  has  been  urged,  that  emer 
may  arife,  during  the  recefs  of  the  Senate,  which  may  pre 
neceffity  of  expences,  and  that  therefore  fome  credit  ought  t»>  \ 
which  may  enable  the  crown  to  provide  againlt  acc.dcr.:s 
been  anfwered,  that  the  expences  which  arc  incurred  Jurtr.j; 
cefs  of  the  Senate,  will  be  either  neccllary  or  not ;  thjt  if  i 
necefTiry,  the  miniftry  have  no  reafon  to  dillruft  the  approb 
the  Senate,  but  if  they  are  ufelef>,  they  ought  not  to  expect  ;t 
that,  irilU'rfdot  tleilring  tube  exempted  from  any  fubfequen:  c 
and  to  be  fccurcd  in  exactions  or  prodi^ility  by  a  previous  \ji 
ou(rht  wri!ini;1y  to  adinsnilltr  the  public  affairs  at  their  own 
and  awaii  the  iudcmcnt  of  the  Senate,  when  the  time  fliail  c 
which  their  pr'cci.u::i^s  .:rc  laid  before  it. 

Such  have  htihciij  bt.n  t::c  icntiments  of  the  moft  zeakM 
catcf  fur  tlie  ri'hu  ui  vV.c  \^of\c  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ca^cA  Crooi  a 
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lefired  to  appear  under  that  character,  that  be  would  cenfure 
aiftry  for  having  thrown  them  Tel  ves  upon  the  judgment  of  the 
!,  and  neglected  to  fecure  tHemfelves  by  any  previous  applica- 
for  having  iruftcd  in  their  own  integrity,  and  txpoltd  their 
fl  to  an  open  examination  without  fubterfuges  and  without 
itions.  I  did  not  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  a  Senate,  upon 
decifion  all  the  meafurcs  which  have  been  taken,  fo  apparently 
It  would  have  been  ftiled  a  Senate  convened  only  to  regifter 
rtcrminacions  of  the  miniftry ;  or  that  any  of  your  Lordfhips 
think  his  privileges  diminiihed,  becaufe  money  was  not  dc- 
d  before  the  ufe  of  it  was  fully  known. 

re  lay  afide,  my  Lories,  all  enquiries  into  precedents,  and. 
It  regard  to  any  poiiiical  confidcrations,  examine  this  afFair 
ly  the  light  of  reafon,  it  will  furely  appear,  that  the  miniftry 
not,  by  any  other  method  of  proceeding,  have  ihewn  equal  re- 
0  the  Senate,  or  equal  confidence  in  their  juftice  and  their 
n.  Had  they  defired  a  vote  of  credit,  it  might  have  been  jufily 
?d,  that  they  required  to  be  trufted  with  the  public  money, 
it  declaring,  or  being  able  to  declare,  how  it  was  to  be  em- 
! ;  that  either  they  queflioned  the  wifdom  or  honcfty  of  the 
; ;  and  therefore  durfl  undertake  notliing,  till  they  were  fecure 
fupplies  neceflary  for  the  execution  of  it.  Had  they  informed 
loufes  of  their  whole  fcheme,  they  might  have  been  ftill  charged, 
larged  with  great  appearance  of  juftice,  with  havi.ii^  preferred 
own  fafcty  to  that  of  the  public,  and  having  rather  dlf^overed 
leiigns  to  the  enemy,  than  truftcd  to  the  judgment  of  tlie  Senate ; 
mid  any  cxcufe  have  been  made  for  a  condu^  fo  contrary  to  all 
•es  of  war,  but  fuch  as  muft  have  diibonoured  either  the  mi- 
;  or  the  Senate,  fuch  as  muft  have  implied,  cither  that  the  mea- 
ntended  were  unworthy  of  approbation,  or  that  they  were  by 
rans  certain,  that  even  the  beft  conduct  would  not  be  cenfured. 
efe  ^bjeclions  they  forefaw,  and  allowed  to  be  valid  ;  and  there- 
;eneroufly  determined  to  purfue  (lie  end  which  every  man  was 
ed  to  approve,  by  the  beft  means  which  they  could  difcevcr, 
3  refer  their  conduct  to  a  full  Senate,  in  which  they  did  not 
but  their  integrity,  and  perhaps  their  fuccefs,  would  find  them 
ators.  Infte^d  of  applying,  therefore,  to  the  remains  of  the 
Bons,  a  few  days  before  the  generzl  reccfsi  iofteaduf  allembling 
ricnds  hy  prlvBtc  incima cions,  atatim^  v^Yycci  tCkQ%.OL  ^^^^^ 
;.  //•  H  b  ^^^ 


I.oniihip  has  been  p!i.arc(i  to  rcnuiik,  ihAi  the  crti\%n  h^* 
a  crcr.iv,  and  to  a  Ik  why  thai  iivaty  \va>  itot  prcviuuily  la. 
Senate  for  its  ;»ppr()baui>n  ? 

1  know  not,  my  LorJ>,  wiih  what  |>ri>f>iiciy  this  coa 
troops  of  Hano\cr  can  I  e  termed  a  treaty.  It  is  uc!!  ! 
no  power  in  this  kli^jxdoni  can  tnitr  into  a  treaty  with  a  I 
except  the  King;  and  it  i^  equally  cercam,  that,  with  rci 
r.over,  iIto  fame  rijht  In  limited  to  the  Elector.  This  t; 
fore,  my  Ix»rd^,  i>  a  treaty  di  the  umc  per  ion  with  h;m! 
or"  which  the  two  cuaiitti parts  arc  to  receive  their  rati!ii 
bein^  figned  with  she  lame  hand.  This  furcly  is  a  trea 
kind,  fuch  as  no  national  alicmbly  has  vet  conhdcred. 
ij;!vT  power  of  Hri:..;n  than  its  K;nj,  or  in  Hanover  an] 
tii:  1  lvi'»r,  tiie  ri-ht  of  ciueriiu;  into  public  cngagcnic: 
y.r.  ■:.:  isa.e  be'-n  made;  but  as  the  cti:;fti!uiJon  '^:  bo:r 
for:nLd,  tile  trcatv  i<  mcre'.v  chimtrural  a.i!  abru'sirtv  i:rr 

Had  fu«.li  a  treat'.,  ::s  :s  tins  vjinly  im^^isieJ,  been  i 
it  WLvulJ  vet  be  a«  i::cuii:dtcnt  with  the  [undamental  cfUl 
xV.r  empirr,  to  require  (hat  before  it  was  ratiticJ,  i:  (bin;'. 
I.:id  before  the  Scrr.Tte.  Jo  make  treaties  a^  to  makr 
a*  knnwlrd^'d  and  ''llablKhtd  prern^^.ttive  -Jt  the  crown. 
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Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  miniftry  cannot,  in  my  opimdhj  be 
d  for  having  taken  them  into  Britifh  pay;  nor  can  we  refiife 
ncurrence  with  the  Commons  in  providing  for  their  fup- 
nlcfs  it  (hall  appear;  that  the  defign  for  which  all  our  prepara- 
ve  been  made,  is  fuch  as  cannot  be  executed,  or  fucb  as  ought 
K  purfued* 

ral  arguments  have  been  ofiered  to  prove  both  thefe  pofitions  ; 
»le  Lord  has  afferted,  that  it  is  by  no  means  for  the  advanuge 
if  ourfclves  or  any  other  nation,  to  fcftore  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
icient  elevation ;  another,  that  it  is  by  the  imperial  conftitu- 
ilawfu!  for  any  of  the  princes  of  Germany  to  make  war  upon 
pcror  folemnly  acknowledged  by  the  Diet.  Tiiey  have  en- 
ed  to  intimidate  us«  by  turning  our  view  to  the  difHculties  by 
nir  attempts  are  obilru^d ;  difficulties  which  they  aflect  to 
tc  as  infuperable,  at  leift  to  this  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
his  defign,  my  Lords,  has  the  greatnefs  of  the  French  power 
caggerared,  the  fiuth  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  queftioned, 
;  King  of  Pru^a  reprefented  as  determined  to  fupport  the 
ons  of  the  Emperor ;  with  this  view  has  our  natural  ftrengdi 
preciated,  and  all  our  meafures  and  hopes  have  been  ridi* 
with  wantonneis,  not  very  confiftent  with  the  charader  of  a 
patriot. 

of  thefe  arguments,  my  Lords,  have  been  already  anfwered^ 
wered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  has,  I  believe,  not  fiuled  of  con« 

every  Lord  of  their  infufficiency,  unlefs  perhaps  thofe  are 
ccepted  by  whom  they  were  offered.  It  has  with  great  pro* 
leen  obferved,  that  the  inconfiflency  imputed  to  his  Majefty 
fmg  the  Emperor  for  whom  be  voted,  is  merely  imaginary  i 

is  not  a  neceflary  confequence,  that  he  for  whom  he  voted 
fore  lawfully  eleiEled;  and  becaufe  his  Majcfty  does  not 
in  this  war  for  the  fake  of  dethroning  the  Emperor,  but  of 
ng  the  Pragmatic  Sanction ;  nor  does  he  oppofe  him  as  the 

the  German  body,  but  as  the  invader  of  the  dominions  of 

.  regard  to  the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  Auftrian  &mily 
refent  pofleffions,  and  of  railing  it,  if  our  arms  (hould  be 
•us,  to  its  ancient  greatnefs,  it  has  been  fbewn,  that  no  other 
5  aUc  to  defend  Europe  either  againtl  the  Turks  on  one  ^art, 
rencb  on  the  other ;  two  powers  cqual\)  ptQ(c&&^  tcii^  ^^ 
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ftruilive   intention   of  extending  their  dominiom   wMhoai 
and  of  trampling  upon  the  privileges  and  libcrtkfl  of  d  tlK 
mankind. 

It 'has  been  flicwn,  that  the  general  fcheme  of  policy  mir 
purfucd  by  our  anccllors  in  every  period  of  time,  fince  fhe  tj 
of  the  French  lircatncfs,  h;if  been  to  preferve  an  e<|uipoife  of 
by  which  all  the  fmallcr  ftatcs  areprefervcd  in  fecuricjr.  Ic  is  ap 
that  by  this  fchcmc  nione  can  the  kappincb  of  mankind  be  pn 
and  that  no  other  family  but  that  of  Auftria  is  able  to  bal 
Houfc  of  Uourbon. 

'I'his  eqiiipoifc  of  power  has  by  fome  Lords  been  imagir 
fchcmc,  a  plcafmg  fpeculation  which,  howe\Tr  ic  may  anii 
imagination,  can  never  be  reduccrd  to  practice.  It  has  been  ai 
that  the  ftatc  of  natio::s  is  always  variable,  that  dominion  is  ert 
tranitTred  by  amuition  or  by  cafuahics,  that  inheriuncrs  fii:  b 
of  heirs  into  other  hani!«,  and  that  kingdoms  are  by  ooe  ac 
divided  at  one  time,  anJ  at  other  times  coniblidatcd  by  a  di 
event ;  that  to  be  the  guardians  of  all  thole,  vphoTe  credulrty  c 
may  betrav  them  to  concur  with  the  ambition  of  an  artful  nr; 
and  to  promote  the  o^'p rcfHon  of  themfelvc^,  is  an  endlcfr  xJ^ 
that  to  obviate  all  the  accidents  by  which  provinces  may  char; 
m.^f^-■r«,  is  an  un-.^rtaicing  to  which  no  human  fore  right  ti  < 
that  \vj  h:ive  not  a  right  to  hinder  the  courfe  of  fuccedi^n  ! 
own  intcreit,  nor  to  obllrui^  thofe  contracts  which  inJep 
princes  «re  pcrluailcd  to  make,  however  contrary  co  their  g^sr; 
rel^,  or  to  the  general  advantage  of  mankind.  AnJ  it  nas  bcei 
duvled  bv  thofc  real'oncrs,  that  we  Ihould  (hew  the  hiehcll  dr: 
wiul'jm,  acd  the  rtucll,  though  not  the  moft  refined  po£:CT, 
tcndi::;;  tV.udily  to  our  own  intcrclt',  by  improving  the  d  tfieni 
our  nci^'hbours  to  our  own  advantage,  by  excendtng  our  con 
an  J  if.Lr.v.riiiL;  our  riches,  without  any  regard  to  the  Kapc--i 
«!ir  TV,  freedom  or  (i  a  very  oi  the  reft  ot  mankind. 

I  bclifvc  I  DciiJ  not  very  luborioullv  collet  ari!uments  to  > 
^  «-»••:  I.tTiitli'p':,  that  thii  llhcnic  ti  r-!:i:V4  nerh^cncr,  of 
tr.inv;i:;'ity,  ■<  t'lMi.illy  impruJc:;t  .^nJ  'jniTncrou*  ;  fiiKe  if « 
mi.'.c  thi*  hiiturv  of  the  WX  cmMrv,  wc  fa  ::l  eaftiv  d  iirovef, 
this  (;.ti:iwi  hid  not  intcrpt'tViJ,  t!ir  French  had  now  been  mii 
v\y.j:  ti:  -n  hii!f  Kuiop-*  •,  .\;'.^  t  cai\nf>t  he  irr:»?'rifd,  thiC  ihry 
/j-v  i-  :u!?*wreii  us  lo  f-n  0\^n\  a\  i-^v.jLWtt  \tv  tB.'^  Tsa.^^d^  ^tea 


►  »7€«-3-]  T   H    t       A   R  M   Y-  373 

diat  they  would  ha^ve  fpared  us  out  of  tendernefs,  or  forborne 
k  us  out  of  fear.  What  the  Spaniards  attempted,  though  un^ 
sfuliy,  from  a  more  diftant  part  of  the  world,  in  the  pride  of 
American  affluence,  would  certainly  have  been  once  more  en- 
ured by  France,  with  for  greater  advantages,  and  as  it  may  be 
ined,  with  a  diflerent  event. 
That  ic  would  have  been  endeavoured,  cannot  be  doubted,  becaufe 
endeavcnir  would  not  have  been  hazardous  ;  by  once  defeating 
fleet,  they  might  land  their  forces,  which  might  be  wafted  over 
i  a  very  (hort  time,  and  by  a  Angle  victory  they  might  conquer  all 
IC  ifland,  or  that  part  of  it  at  lead  which  is  moft  worth  the  labour 
r  conqueft ;  and  though  they  fhould  be  unfucccfsful,  they  could 
noriung  but  the  mortification  of  their  pride,  and  would  be  in  a 
time  enabled  to  make  a  new  attempt. 
Thus,  my  Lords,  if  v/e  could  prcferve  our  liberty  in  the  general 
ftjedion  of  the  weftern  part  of  the  world,  we  Ihould  do  it  only  by 
■rning  our  ifland  into  a  garrllon,  by  laying  afide  all  other  employ-^ 
than  the  ftudy  of  war,  and  by  making  it  our  only  care  to  watch 
coafts :  a  ftate  which  furely  ought  to  be  avoided  at  almoft  any 
and  at  any  hazard. 
I'  To  think  tiiat  we  could  extend  our  trade  or  increafe  our  riches  In 
kf  ftate  of  the  continent,  is  to  forget  the  effects  of  univerfal  empire, 
rbe  French,  my  Lords,  would  then  be  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  trade 
tf  diofe  provinces  which  fhe  had  conquered,  they  would  be  matters 
0f  all  their  ports  and  of  all  their  (hipping;  and  your  Lordfliips  may 
Wdiy  conceive  with  what  fecurity  wc  (hould  venture  upon  the  ocean^ 
ii  a  ftate  of  war,  when  all  the  harbours  of  the  continent  afforded 
lielter  to  our  enemies.  If  the  French  privateers  from  a  few  obfcure 
Mdks,  unfu|iportcd  by  a  fleet  of  war,  or  at  leall  not  fupportcd  by  a 
iMfy  equal  to  our  own,  cotild  make  fuch  devaftations  in  our  trade  as 
emUed  their  country  to  hold  out  againft  the  confederacy  of  almoft 
all  the  neighbouring  powers ;  what,  my  Lords,  might  not  be  dreaded 
ly  as,  when  every  (hip  upon  the  ocean  (hould  be  an  enemy ;  when 
fit  fliould  be  at  once  overborne  by  the  wealth  and  the  numbers  of 
aur  adver^ries ;  when  the  trade  of  the  world  (hould  be  in  their 
hands,  and  their  navies  no  Icfs  numerous  than  their  troops. 

I  have  made  this  digreflion,  my  Lords,  I  hope  not  wholly  without 
aeoefiqr,  to  ihew  that  the  advantages  of  preferring  the  equipoife  of 
lurope  air  not,  af  tbeylutve  been  fometimcs  CQQKft\Nc4)  ^m^vj  Sno!^^ 
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or  idle  notions  y  but  that  by  the  balance  ucioa  agaiii 

thcr,  both  the  fafety  of  other  countriea  and  of  oyr  ova  ia  piefc 
and  thit  therefore  it  nr<iulrc«  all  our  visilantc  and  all  our  itieht 
cn4hlifli  and  mamuu}  itt 

Ibat  there  may  come  a  time  in  which  thia  fchtaw  vdl 
longer  pr^dlcable,  when  a  coalition  of  dominiont  may  be  wcr 
and  when  pne  power  will  be  neceilarily  exalted  above  dM  r 
indeed  not  abiblutely  impoifiblc,  and  therefore  not  fo  be  perc«{ 
denied.  But  it  is  not  lo  be  inferred,  that  our  care  ia  rain  at  pi 
bccaufe,  perhiips  it  nuy  fomctime  be  vain  hereafter  4  <v  that  we 
now  to  fiiilc  into  tlavcry  without  a  ftruggle,  bccaufe  the  timi 
CQmc>  whv-n  out  lliongcll  effor-ts  will  be  incfirclual. 

It  ha>  indeed  kKcn  almnft  aflertcd,  that  the  f4Ul  hour  is  now  ai 
and  th;it  It  1^  to  no  purpnfc  that  we  endeavour  to  rmife  anv  f 
O)>politi«in  lo  the  univcrUl  monarchy  pmicitlrJ  by  I'lAncc.  V\ 
tcild,  ihAt  th«:  nation  is  rxhiiiUcd  und  dilpiritcJ  ^  that  wr  hafi 
ihoi  infuiriKv',  ni^r  rii'h':^«  iiiw  t'oiiiA;^^  rrmaiiiin^  \  that  wc  A 
jVtt  lo  ilaiid  .i1«inc  a^^ainlt  the  united  llouic  ut*  Bouibcn  •  t& 
Aii*(rinn«  1  annot,  nnd  that  the  Dutch  will  iioi,aflil)  u^  i  that  i:* 
<>l  ^.l{\llnla  will  dclcri  his  .iili.iniC  ;  th.it  the  Km^  ot  Piullia  K 
i'.>:iil  a^'.jinll  un  \  ainl  lIu'iiliMi-'i  th.it  l*v  cn|:a^;in|;  in  the  lupf 
tlir  l*r.iy  in.itiv  SjiiLlion,  wc  arc  about  to  iliaw  u|Kin  ouiklit 
iu::i  wiiivn  <.'\riv  other  power  hak  lorelceii  and  ihunrird. 

I  .un  In  hiMii  dcnyini*.,  inv  I.oid>,  th^t  the  powei  nl  Yu 
^'it*at  .Mid  tianprmis  i  but  cjii  di.i\v  no  lonfeiiuenvc  tturn  l^ut 
tion,  liut  ilut  ihife  (iiue  is  i«)  W  oppotcd  bctoic  it  i»  lliil  ^rca:ri 
t!n«  d.ir '.rr  to  be  ulivi.iud  wliilc  it  i»  yet  turmojiuabic,  aa 
iiiiMiiit.ilii('  1  tiiil  bclitvc  It  l\v  uiMiiiniiiy  and  courage. 

it  I  ■11  \i-'-.ilth«  my  I.nttU,  r,  dimtiulhrdi  it  is  tiinc  t->  cofibj 
K-riiiiif  1.0  III  tiut  iiJtuMi  by  which  we  h.ivr  Ih-«  11  diivrn  out  * 
ni.iK. !  <•  fit*  ci>iiliiuiii«  !'y  di  llinym^*.  the  :r  lhi{i|}4n|{«  and  inWi 
iiii*tiiLii  iti.>  i«.iu!'.:>.  If  oiii  couiji^',!'  iH  or)MiHt-«i,  it  I*  ik|«eA 
bv  -ur.  «'i.'i:v:  111  ilu  ii.auir  n|  liu  iidi.<!>iia:.s  i>l  this  iflaiui.  bu 
l<iri^  tftiih  ••!  tii.;t>>..tiiiM  tiinpiijiiiL"  w:th  ihr  dcinind^^  and  oC 
lu:3:ii.lL'*7i  1'^  the  iiiiuli',  ■•(  oilKr  naiuins^  to  wUirh  it  1%  neced 
I  ui   .(>•  end  hv  \ii*oHiii*^  '•  tolulifuis. 

If  u.jr  allies  jrv  t:moro  :%  and  wAvering,  it  11  nr^r.ury  to  c 

rage  thcin  by  \isortuii  mc'ifurri  ^  lur  as  tear,  lb  courafir^is  pco 

b/  rxanij)!e  .  ttic  bi  avcry  o\  atvtvyVt  xvnmx  taa.'M  \^\>^V.^.4  ia  armv 
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and  other  nations  will  be  afbamed  to  difcover  any  dread  of  that 
irhich  France  alone  fets  at  defiance.  They  will  be  lefs  afraid 
ire  their  intentions,  when  they  are  convinced  that  we  intend 
ort  them  ;  and  if  there  be,  in  reality,  any  prince  who  does 
Dur  our  defign,  he  will  be  at  leafl  lefs  inclined  to  obftrud  it, 
ids  the  oppofition,  which  he  muft  encounter,  more  formidable, 
this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  am  far  from  difcovering  the  juftneft. 
opinion  which  has  prevailed  very  much  in  the  nation,  on  this 
1,  that  we  are  not  to  a<^  without  allies,  bccaufe  allies  are  moft  * 
>  be  procured  by  a£ling,  and  becaufe  it  is  reafonable  and 
y  for  us  to  perform  our  part,  however  other  powers  may 
theirs* 

advice  which  the  Senate  has  often  repeated  to  his  Majefty, 
1  to  oppofe  the  progrcfs  of  France ;  and  chough  it  fliould  be 
» that  he  has  been  advifcd  to  proceed  in  concert  with  bis  aUies^ 
nud  be  underftood  to  fuppofe  fuch  allies  as  may  be  found  to 
jragc  and  honefty  enough  to  concur  with  him.  It  cannot  be 
i,  that  he  (hould  delay  his  afliftance  till  corruption  is  re- 
,  or  till  cowardice  is  animated ;  for  to  promife  the  C^ieen 
gary  afllftance  on  fuch  terms,  would  be  to  infult  her  caiami- 
d  to  withhold  our  fuccours  till  (he  was  irrecoverably  ruined, 
mate  could  not  infift  that  we  fhould  ftand  neuter,  till  all 
ho  were  engaged  by  treaty  to  fupport  the  Pragmatic  Sanation, 
ppear  willing  to  fulfil  their  ftipulations;  for  even  France  is 
imbered  among  thofe  who  have  promifed  to  fupport  the  Houfe 
'ia  in  its  poflefSons,  however  (he  may  now  endeavour  to  take 
ray. 

with  regard  to  that  power  from  whiqh  moft  a£Sflance  may 
nably  expelled,  nothing  would  be  more  imprudent  than  to 

chat  we  determine  not  to  aA  without  them ;  for  what  then 
)e  neccflary,  but  tliat  the  French  influence  one  town  in 
evinces,  or  one  deputy  in  their  aflemblies,  and  ruin  the  Houfe 
ria  in  fecurity  and  at  leifurc,  without  any  other  expence  than 
I  bribe. 
s  therefore  neceiTary  to  tranfport  our  troops  into  Flanders, 

the  world,  that  we  were  no  longer  inclined  to  (bnd  idle 
-s  of  the  troubles  of  Europe;  that  we  no  longer  intended  to 
ur(elve$,  or  our  confederates,  with  negociations  which  might 
us  treaties^  or  with  treaties  which  nvigVa  \m:  >^toVjtu  hjcv^x^-* 

B  b  4.  «H^x 
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therefore  afkcd,  why  they  did  nni  ftiid  a  liirjcr  i.-rc.:,   v*r. 
gaped  ill  hottii'.iie?,  which  cojid  ciily  ra-f?  the  ij  i^ritc:  i 
mies,  and  why,  il  they  intciidcd  war,  tly^'  did  nf>c  ra.t-.-  j!) 
cicnt  to  profecv;:c  it  ? 

An  army,  my  J-oid?,  an  army  truly  f'"irni'Jjl'K\  i«i  now 
afrrmhled  on  tlie  IronficrNof  France,  rr.i  iv  to  aif.ft  ojr  s 
put  a  ftop  trt  th."  \iolcncc  uf  invahor.s.  \Vc  nf»w  fee  om; 
aciin  united  with  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  and  ir.av  h»T»e  iv 
ilrivr  the  oppreliors  of  mankind  bcr'oio  u<.  liur  it  pw,  m 
clam«)ur  1^  propagated  thinuph  the  nation,  that  rhef'e  mcai 
have  been  fo  Inr.c  def.rcd,  are  perniciou-s  and  trcachcrnu 
arc  armed  not  againil  France,  but  a^^'"^  ourfclvc^  ; 
arn-.ies  aie  fenr  over  either  r.-^t  to  f'^-'t,  or  ro  f._;ht  in  a 
whiih  we  h.ivc  no  concern  ;  to  c.'ir.  xiclorics  froji  which 
will  recti \c  no  advanta^r,  or  to  brm^  new  diftonour 
tounrrv  bv  a  (ha;r.e;::l  :r'..i»:ti\i?v. 

'IV.i<  tlamni;,  y^■}^c''\  i?  it  h--l  be?n  conrr^d  to  the  ^ 
been,  perf:ap*,iit' no  great  m-.p  »:t.«"ce,  mr  coj^d  have  pre 
of  the  deliirns  c>f  thoie  bv  whori  .:  w^^  rai'e<,  has  bern 
in  ih:«i  Hou!r  as  an  arTumeat  in  favour  of  thi.*  tr.of.on  wl 
iirJer  the  confideraticn  vf  ycur  L'-'rriilr;^*  ;  and  it  n«  I 
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tD  be  dcTpifed,  my  Lords,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  preferved  without 
loning  much  more  valuable  confiderations.  The  inclinations 
die  people  have  in  all  ages  been  too  variable  for  regard.  But  if 
popularity  be  meant  that  fettled  confidence  and  lafiing  efteem, 
lich  a  good  Government  may  juftly  claim  from  the  fubjedt,  I  am 
from  denying  that  it  is  tjruly  defirable ;  and  that  no  wife  man  ever 
!garded  it.  But  this  popularity,  my  Lords,  is  very  confident 
contempt  of  riotous  clamours,  and  of  miftaken  complaints; 
M  is  often  only  to  be  obtained  by  an  oppofition  to  the  reigning 
pinions,  and  a  neglect  of  temporary  difcontents ;  opinions  which 
my  be  inculcated  without  difEcuky  by  favourite  orators,  and  dif- 
Btttents  which  the  eloquence  of  feditious  writers  may  eafily  produce 
n  ignorance  and  unconftancy. 

How  eafily  the  opinions  of  the  vulgar  may  be  regulated  by  thofc 
rho  have  obtained,  by  whatever  methods,  their  clleem,  the  debate 
if  this  day,  my  Lords,  may  inform  us  ;  fince  if  the  meafures  againft 
vhich  this  motion  is  intended,  be  really  unpopular,  as  they  have 
reprcfented,  it  is  evident  that  there  has  been  lately  a  very  re* 
'kable  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  ;  for  it  is  yet  a  very 
time  fince  the  repreflion  of  the  infolence  of  France,  and  the 
Belief  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  fo  generally  wifhed,  and  fo  im- 
I^Mtunately  demanded,  that  had  meafures  like  thefe  been  then  formed, 
5l  b  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  reconciled  the  public  to 
^kil  man,  whom  the  united  voice  of  the  nation  has  long  laboured  to 
overbear. 

It  is  indeed  urged  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  which  ought,  in 
-  ay  opinion,  to  proceed  from  ftron^cr  proof  than  has  yet  been  pro- 
itaced,  that  no  hoftilities  are  intended;  that  our  armaments  on  the 
continent  are  an  idle  (hew,  an  inoiFenfive  oftcntation,  and  that  the 
iMops  of  Hanover  have  been  hired  only  to  enrich  the  eleSorate, 
■■der  the  appearance  of  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  whom  in 
Rality  they  cannot  fuccour  without  drawing  upon  their  country  the 
imperial  interdid. 

It  has  been  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  meafures  have  been 
eoncerted  wholly  for  the  advantage  of  Hanover ;  that  this  kingdom 
•stobe  iacrificcd  Co  the  ele£^oratc,  and  that  we  are  in  reality  intended 
to  be  made  tributaries  to  a  petty  power. 

h  confinnation  of  thefe  fuggeftions,  advantage  has  been  taken 
Am  every  ciiciuDi^ance  that  could  admit  o{  m\t\e^dtift2X\Qxv.  'W^ 


It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  do  h  v  prohibits 
of  Hanover  to  feiul  hi»  troops  to  the  alfiftancc  of  the  Que 
gary;  he  muy  tii  coiil'equciicc  of  treaties  march  into  Gc 
attack  the  confederates  ot  the  Lmperor,  or  what  is  n 
tended,  even  the  Lmpcror  himfcif,  without  any  drcid  < 
rities  of  the  ban. 

Nor  does  the  continuance  of  the  forces  in  FUnden  ill 
u'illinL^neis  to  begin  hoftilities,  or  any  dread  of  the  pom 
Truslia,  whofe  prohibition  is  merely  imagiiury,  or  of  Fn 
not  Icfs  perplexed  by  the  neighbourhood  of  our  arny,  i 
other  method  that  could  have  been  taken  of  atuckiog  her 
obliged  to  have  an  equal  force  always  in  readioels  to  c 
motions,  (he  has  not  been  able  to  fend  a  new  army 
Auftrians,  but  has  been  obliged  to  leave  the  Emper 
mcrcv,  and  luffcr  them  to  recover  Bohemia  without  Uoi 
cftabiiih  ih'.-mfclvts  at  leifure  in  Bavaria. 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  advantage  which  baa  I 
by  thrir  refidcnce  in  Flanders ;  for  the  United  Provincci 
animated  to  a  concurrrnce  in  the  common  caufe,  and  bar 
to  far  to  depart  from  their  darling  neutrality,  as  to  fend  t« 
Idnd  of  thrir  forces  to  ganifon  the  harrier.     Of  which 


and  how  much  we  {hould  expofe  ourfelyes  to  our  enemies, 
a  precedent  be  eftabliflied  by  which  our  Generals  would  be 
ritated  to  form  any  private  defigns,  and  an  end  would  be  for 
tt  to  military  fecrecy. 

kt  neceffity  there  can  be  for  propodng  arguments  like  thele^ 
not,  indeed,  able  to  difcover,  fince  the  objections  which  have 
m  made  fecm  to  proceed  rather  from  obftinacy  than  convic^on ; 
ftthe  reflc&ions  that  have  been  vented,  feem  rather  the  produd  of 
W  irritated  by  malevolence,  than  of  reafon  enlightened  by  calm 
pfideration.  The  minifters  have  been  reproached  with  Hanove- 
j^meafures,  without  any  proof  that  Hanover  is  to  receive  the  Jeaft 
lantage;  and  have  been  charged  with  betraying  their  country  by 
^  who  cannot  ihew  how  their  country  is  injured,  nor  can  prove 
pKT  that  intereft  or  faith  would  allow  us  to  fit  inactive  in  the 
efent  difturbance  of  Europe,  pr  that  we  could  have  adted  in  any 
her  manner  with  equal  efficacy* 

It  is  fo  far  from  being  either  evident  or  true,  my  Lords,  that 
kitain  is  (acrificed  to  Hanover,  that  Hanover  is  evidently  hazarded 
i  her  union  with  Britain,  Had  this  eledlorate  now  any  other 
nereign  than  the  King  of  Grcat-Briuin,  it  might  have  been 
Mre  by  a  neutrality,  and  have  looked  upon  the  miferies  of  the 
^hbouring  provinces  without  any  diminution  of  its  people,  or 
hirbance  of  iu  tranquillity ;  nor  could  any  danger  be  dreaded^ 
any  inconvenience  be  feir,  but  from  an  open  declaration  in  favour 
the  Pragmatic  Sanation. 

M^hy  the  hire  of  the  troops  of  any  particular  country  fiiould  be 
ifidered  as  an  ad  of  fubmiffion  to  it,  or  of  dependency  upon  it, 
annot  difcover ;  nor  can  I  conceive  for  what  reafon  the  troops  of 
novcr  (hould  be  more  dangerous,  or  lefs  popular,  at  this  than  at 
f  former  time,  or  why  the  employment  of  them  fhould  be  con* 
!ied  as  any  particular  regard.  If  any  addition  of  dominion  bad 
in  to  be  purchafed  for  the  electorate  by  the  united  arm$  of  the 
ifederate  army,  I  fhould,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  cenfure  the 
erne,  as  contrary  to  the  interefl  of  my  native  country ;  nor  fhall 
f  Lord  more  warmly  oppofc  dcfigns  that  may  tend  to  aggrandifc 
Mher  nation  at  the  expence  of  this.  But  to  hire  foreigners,  of 
atevcr  country,  only  to  fave  the  blood  of  Britons,  is,  in  my  opi* 
«,  an  inftance  of  preference  which  ought  to  produce  rather 
nowlcdgmepts  of  gra  titude,  than  fallies  pf  iud\^taX\otu 
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Upon  the  moft  exaA  fijirey  of  this  debate,  I  wQl  baiiy  4 

that  I  never  heard  in  this  Houfe  a  qucftion  fo 
obftin^^ely  or  to  warmly  debated ;  but  hope  lie 

have  been  ufcfl,  however  artful,  and  the  declanuMioM 
been  pronounced,  however  pathetic,  will  have  no  efled 
Lord(hips.  I  hope,  that  as  the  other  Houfe  has  already 
fupport  the  auxiliaries  which  have  been  retained^  and 
been  proved  in  this  debate  to  be  retained  (or  the  ftrongcft  la 
and  the  moft  important  purpofes,  your  Lordihips  will  lhe««  k 
jeding  this  motion,  that  you  are  not  lefs  willing  to  coocia  k 
fupport  of  public  faith,  and  that  you  will  not  fuflrer  pofterity  10  c 
you  with  the  exaltation  of  France,  and  the  ruin  of  Luropc. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  determined  m  the  ncgatif 
90  againft  35. 

After  the  condufion  of  this  long  debate,  the  minitlry  dia  ai 
think  their  vidtory  in  repelling  this  cenfure  fuficientiy  appam: 
lefs  a  motion  was  admicceJ,  which  might  imply  a  full  aoU  lux. 
approbation  of  their  meal'ures ;  and  therefore  the  EjtI  o^  k 
rough  rofc,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efFcc):— My  Lords,  I 
been  juilly  obfervcJ  in  the  debate  of  this  day,  chat  the  opiD;c 
the  people  of  Britain  are  regulated  in  a  great  meaUre  by  rh;  ; 
miiuiiuns  of  this  Houfr ;  chat  thoy  confiJcr  chi«  as  the  plare  1 
truth  and  icafon  c  btain  n  ciiiiiid  :iiu:ii*nce  ;  as  a  place  urn 
juftice  and  Co  honour;  intJ  \^hich  paflion,  partiality  and  tactson 
bctn  very  r;irt-ly  kin  ami  to  ::itiui!c  ;  :ind  ihat  they  therefore  witc 
r'ccihons  r.^  the  grciiC  rulo  of  p'-liiv,  and  fljr.tling  maxjmsol 
and  rejciiv  briuvo  thtic  nteaf'.ir/^  necrflary  in  which  we  c« 
aiul  that  co'uluct  uni>!ain;:.ii\c  which  ha&  gained  our  approbate 

This  repuration,  my  L^ril*,  wc  ought  dthgrntlv  ro  preicr 
an  un started  vi^iUnce  fiir  the  hippincf<k  01'  our  ffllnw  fi.iS.c.'i 
wh)lr  wc  p\'(Ief$  it,  we  ought  likcA-ifc  tn  rmpW  it^  in  flue  a 
bcncf.cial  purf-ufec,  thai  the  cauk  aoJ  ti.c  cifcci  mav  rirc.pr 
pr(\li:''»-  r?v'h  n:!:rr  ;  thai  ihr  poop!r,  when  tbi-  priii')vritv  wr^ic: 
r.-jnv  i'v  ci'Trirr,  uclints  thrm  to  rep*.:".'  ;m  u%  an  imji^'.c.c « 
drncr,  ii>  .  r.n>l  th.u  confuUiicc  a  new  fuurcc  of  kiicitv  ;  tna 
r.jv  .*.v.rrr.ce  u^,  beuufe  ihry  .ire  Ircurc  and  happv  ;  aud  be  1 
ji'.d  njnjrv,  became  thtrv  rcvrr-.-nre  u^. 

'I  niA  ^r-a?  en'*,  my  Lir.r  ,  :t  w.li  nnt  he  *. rrv  d:/RcuIt  tn  ai 
f.",;  !jj:;U^tion  of  this  ex  \v:A  aA'.Vvivji^  wiivj  ^J.^Vn  >a^  \*:«i^  us 
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nifiure  railed  in  a  (hort  time ;  the  one  may  be  laid  too  deep 
undermined,  and  the  other  built  too  iirmlj  to  be  (haken ;  at 
ley  can  be  impaired  only  by  ourfelves,  and  may  fet  all  exter* 
lence  at  defiance. 

preferve  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  confequently  to 

\  them  without  force,  and  without  oppoiition,  it  is  only  ne- 

'that  we  never  willingly  deceive  them  y  that  we  expofe  the 

affairs  to  their  view,  fo  far  as  they  ought  to  be  made  public 

r  true  flate  ;  that  we  never  fufier  falfe  reports  to  circulate  un- 

fan£lion  of  our  authority,  nor  give  the  nation  reafon  to  think 

fatisiied,  when  we  are  in  reality  fufpicious  of  illegal  defrgn?^ 

t  we  fufpefl  thofe  meafures  of  latent  mifchiefs  with  which  we 

reality  completely  fatisfied. 

it  is  not  fufficient,  my  Lords,  that  we  publifh  ourfelves  no 
>us  reprefentations  of  our  counfels ;  it  is  neceflary  likewife 
e  do  not  permit  them  to  be  publiihcd,  that  we  obviate  every 
od  in  its  rife,  and  propagate  truth  with  our  utmoft  diligence. 
we  fufFer  the  nation  to  be  deceived,  we  arc  not  much  lefs  cri- 
than  thofe  who  deceive  it ;  at  leaft  we  muft  be  confcflTc'd  no 
to  aft  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  hsppincfs,  if  we  fufFer 
3e  interrupted  by  the  difperfion  of  reports  which  wc  know  to 
)nce  felfe  and  pernicious. 

thefe  principles,  which  I  fuppofe  will  net  be  conteftcd,  an  cafy 
:tion  may  be  made  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefcnt  day.  A 
m  has  been  debated  with  great  addrefs,  great  ardour,  and 
nbflinacy,  which  is  in  itfc!f,  though  not  doubtful,  yet  very 
lifFiifed;  complicated  with  a  great  number  of  circumftance**, 
tended  to  a  multitude  of  relations ;  and  is  therefore  a  fubje£b 
vhich  fophiftry  may  very  fafcly  praflife  her  arts,  and  which 
e  fhewn  in  very  different  views  to  thofe  whofc  intellectual  light 
nuch  con  traded  to  receive  the  whole  object  at  once.  It  may 
>c  aflerted  by  thofz  who  have  long  been  accuftomed  to  affirm 
It  fcruple  whatever  they  dcfiie  to  obtain  belief,  that  the  argu- 
in  favour  of  the  motion,  which  has  now  been  rejected  by 
^ord(hip«,  were  unanfwerable ;  and  it  will  be  no  hard  tafk  to 
fore  their  audience  fuch  reafons  as,  thouzh  thcv  have  beea 
ronfiired  by  the  penetratic::  and  expeiicnce  of  your  Lordfhip*, 
men  unacq'jiinred  with  po!!tic?,  anJ  remote  from  the  fources 
Wtgenccj  uppcar  very  forniiiaUc. 
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It  if  therefore  not  fuflicient  chat  your  Lo  liipB  haw  ii|i 
former  motion,  and  (hewn  that  you  do  not  bliitd/  Abppi 
meafures  of  the  government,  fuice  it  may  be  i  btcd,  wati  m 
appearance  of  reafon,  that  barely  not  to  admit  a  rooCiQa  by  1 
the  meafures  of  die  laft  year  would  have  been  at  once  ovcrtai 
annihilated,  is  no  proof  that  they  have  been  hUy  jvttd 
warmly  confirmed,  fmce  many  of  the  uaniaAiona  ought  hi 
at  lead  doubtful,  and  yet  this  motion  not  have  been  proper. 

In  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance,  my  Lords,  an  afiir  i 
Ae  intereft  of  all  the  wcllern  world  is  engaged,  it  it  nee 
take  away  all  fufpicions,  when  the  nation  is  about  to  be  iw 
a  war  for  the  fccurity  of  ourfelvcs  and  our  poftcritv;  u 
which,  however  profperous,  muft  he  at  leaft  expenfi%'e,  an 
is  to  be  carried  on  againft  an  enemy  who,  though  not  invin 
in  a  very  high  degree  powerful.  It  is  furcly  proper  to  ihei 
moft  public  manner  our  conviciion,  that  neither  prudence 
gality  has  been  wanting;  that  the  inconvenicncies  which 
always  felt  in  fuch  contentions,  arc  not  brought  upon  as  I 
tonnefs  or  negligence ;  and  that  no  care  is  omitted  by  wl 
are  alleviated,  and  that  they  may  be  borne  more  paticnti  v, 
they  cannot  be  avoided. 

This  attcftation,  my  Lords,  we  can  only  give  by  a  ibiem 
to  his  Majcily  of  a  tendency  contrary  to  that  of  the  moc 
rrjccled ;  and  by  luch  an  atteftation  only  can  we  hope  to  re 
courage  of  the  nation,  to  unite  thofe  in  the  common  caufe  c 
whc^m  fall'e  reports  have  alienated  or  Ihaken,  and  to  reAoi 
Alajcfty  that  cuniiJcnce  wh.ch  a!l  the  fubtilties  of  fa^on  h 
employed  to  impair.  I  therefore  mo\'e,  than  an  humble  A 
prcicnceil  to  his  Majcfty,  importing,  **  That  in  the  unfiei 
dangerous  htuation  of  affairs  in  Euiope,  the  fending  a  cot 
body  of  Hritifli  lorces  into  the  Auftrun  Netherlands  and  a 
i::^  (he  f-ime  wtth  ibzcz  ui  his  Miic(l\'9  electoral  troops 
Hcu:aii!k  in  il.e  lir.tiih  p:iv,  ar.d  thereby  in  conjui^^on  * 
^^ecn  of  llunc-iry,  tr>Jop>  111  the  Low  Countric*^,  locnung 
utmy  tor  the  iti^ii.e  of  tlic  common  caufe,  was  a  wile,  uli 
nccciUry  mcafurc,  manifcilly  tending  to  the  fup:wirt  and  en 
nunt  of  hts  M.i]illv'ft  a'i'.i<.>,  and  (iic  icol  aini  ettectual  a& 
the   (^icto  U    liua^afj,   a«;U  the   rdioiing   and   ouiacaai 
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t  of  power,  and  has  already  produced  very  advantageous 
iiences. 
Earl  of  Oxford  fpoke  next  to  the  following  cfFe^l: — My 
The  neceffity  of  fupporting  our  reputation,  and  of  preferving 
ifidence  of  the  public,  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  difpute, 
convinced,  that  from  the  inftant  in  which  we  fhall  lofe  the 
which  our  anceftors  have  delivered  down  to  us,  we  (hall  be 
^r  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  legiflature,  but  be  treated  by 
iple  only  as  an  Aflembly  of  hirelings  and  dependents,  convened 
plcafure  of  the  Court  to  ratify  its  dccifions  without  examina- 

0  extort  taxes,  promote  flavery,  and  to  fhare  with  the  mi- 
he  crime  and  the  infamy  of  cruelty  and  opprcffion. 

this  reafon  it  is  undoubtedly  proper,  that  we  avoid  not  only 
me,  but  the  appearance  of  dependence ;  and  that  every  doubt- 
ftion  fliould  be  freely  debated,  and  every  pernicious  pofition 
y  condemned ;  and  that  when  our  decifions  are  not  agreeable 
opinion  or  expedations  of  the  people,  we  (hould  at  leaft  (hew 
lat  they  are  not  the  effects  of  blind  compliance  with  the  de« 
of  the  miniftry,  or  of  an  implicit  refignation  tp  the  diredion 
irty.  We  ought  to  fhew,  that  we  are  unprejudiced,  and 
ohear  truth ;  that  our  dct?rminations  are  not  dictated  by  any 
influence,  and  that  it  will  not  be  vain  to  inform  us,  or 
to  petition  us. 

lefe  principles  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  has  made  the 
;  but  in  the  confequences  which  are  on  this  occaflon  to  be 
from  them,  I  cannot  but  diflfer  very  widely  from  him ;  for, 
opinion,  nothing  can  fo  much  impair  our  reputation,  as  an 

1  like  that  which  is  propofcd ;  an  Addrefs  not  founded  either 
ai£ls  or  arguments,  and  from  which  the  nation  can  collect 
hat  the  protection  of  this  Houfe  is  withdrawn  from  them,  that 
e  given  up  to  ruin,  and  that  they  are  to  pcrifh  as  a  facrifice  to 
nreft  of  Hanover. 

us  confider  what  we  are  now  invited  to  ailert,  and  it  will 
ippear  how  well  this  motion  is  calculated  to  preferve  and  to 
5  the  reputation  of  this  Houfe.  We  are  to  aflert,  my  Lords, 
ipriety  of  a  new  war  againft  the  moft  formidable  power  of 
iVerfe,  at  a  time  wbcti  we  have  been  defeated  and  difgraced 
conquefts  vn^  a  kingdom  of  inferior  force.  We  are  to 
our  readineft  to  pav  and  to  raife  new  tvx^^^  t\tv(;^  ti^  "w-u  ^^mv 
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thoG:  forces  have  gained  vidories  who  have  never  teeti  an 
dut  we  are  benefited  by  the  tranfportation  of  our  money 
T  country.  , 

aeceflkry  to  cenfure  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  fupported 
motiont  and  to  puniih  them  for  daring  to  ufe  argtmients 
Id  not  be  confuted ;  for  this  is  the  apparent  tendency  oi 
t  motion ;  let  us  not  lofe  all  confideration  of  ourfelves^ 
X  the  honour  of  the  Houfe  to  the  refentment  of  the 

part,  my  Lords,  I  (hall  continue  to  avow  my  opinion  in 
F  ccnfures,  motions  and  addreflcs;  and  as  I  ftruggltd 
foraaer  miniftry,  not  becaule  I  envied  or  hated  them,  ba 
Uapproved  their  condud;  I  (hall  continue  to  oppofe  mea- 
lly  dcftrudive  with  equal  zeal,  by  whomfoever  they  are 
>r  by  whomfoever  patronized. 

ARTERET  fpokc  next  to  the  following  purpofe:— My 
er  fo  full  a  defence  of  the  former  motion  as  the  late  debate 
::ed,  it  is  rather  with  indignation  than  furprize,  that  I 
which  is  now  oiFered.  It  has  been  for  a  long  time  the 
'  thofe  who  are  fupported  only  by  their  numbers,  to  treat 
lents  with  contempt,  and  whom  they  cannot  anfwer  to 
;  and  motions  have  been  made,  not  becaufe  they  were 
ght  by  thofe  who  offered  them,  but  becaufe  they  would 
)e  carried,   and  would  by  being  carried  mortify  their 

ly  Lords,  is  the  only  intent  of  the  prefent  modon  whicli 

te  no  ufeful  purpofe,  and  which,  though  it  may  flatter  die 

ft  be  confidered  by  the  people  as  an  infult ;  and  therefore, 

relieve  all  oppoiition  fruitlefs,  I  declare  that  I  never  will 

* 

[bew,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  oppofe  the  miniftry  for  tfaok 

huffing  the  public  counfels,  or  of  irritating  thofe  wfaoor  IT  • 

lefeat;  and  that  1  am  not  i£:aid  q(  trufting  my  conduft 

artial  examination  of  pofterity,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  enter, 

roteft,  the  reafons  which  have  influenced  me  in  this  day's 

s,  that  they  be  confidered  when  this  queftion  Ihall  no 

I  pcHnt  of  inteifeft,  and  our  prefent  jcaloufies  and  aaimo- 

wgotten. 

carried  ia  die  affirmative  by-^^  agidnft  ^.\ 
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THE  Bl'I    f'T  aiu^i^z  r-/   Defies  sn  Sfr.'i^:us  L\ 

r..:::'i;^  I'fm  tijiiin  t:  le  r.'J'.ilth  lifs  /f.^/rj/'.r,  a-^.*^  u>ri 
h  thf  Cirimzfi;  (9  the  Jl'jif:  "f  L^rdi^  frtiu.ti  t'^rt  :.-n  .2 

culur  Su-r.miti:^  as  in  C'.j'.i  :f:li  hi^hfj}  dr^t-n. 
77/  Bin  ".ici:  iKtltlo'i^  An  Act  for  rcjy.a'ir.3  ccrti.n    DuX:<r^  r 

rItuou5  L.(jU'  :*,  and  en  Licences  for   re:-  '.r^  the  t"-rr.-, 

|j;.ing  oihcr  Duties  ow  >p:r!tuous  Liquc:?,  ai  i  on  L:c:a 

retailing  the  faid  I^iquor^. 
The   Duties  uhi^h  u.-ri  ;•;.'   '  id  If  rr*ii7.\:\  t: '-.•  :•''   .-  - 
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Wp  cf  OxforJ  particularly  enqniredy  whether  it  bad  been  effic-^ 
put  in  fcrce^  and  ^fjlions  of  the  fame  Kind  were  afked  hj 
Lor.fJale  ami  others  y  to  which  the  Cc^nmijisners  anfwered^ 
f  had  been  diligently  and  vigor oufly  executed  fo  far  as  thfiy  or  tBcir 
r  bad  Power  to  enforce  it ;  but  that  the  Jujlices  had  not  always 
qualiy  xealous  infecohdlng  their  End  favours  ;  and  that  it  was 
tbi'e  to  difcsvt-r  all  the  petty  Dealers  by  whom  it  was  infringed^ 
uius  Liquors  ftill  continuing  to  be  fold  in  fniall  obfcure  ShopSy  and 
C^rrers  sf  the  Si » Vt/ s . 

.V  lias  y.fa  made^  that  three  of  the  Phyficians  of  mojl  Note  for 

Learning  and  Experience^   fhcidi  be  fummoned  to   attend  the 

',  t'j  dcclar:  their  O/inisn  with  Regard  to  the  EJ^estS  of  Spirit 

Liquors  upon  the  hunuin  Body.     But  this  was  rejc£ied  by  33 

(I  17. 

'  was  read  the  fzcond  Time  on  the  Day  cffointedy  when  the  ^uef 
ting  put^  whether  it  jhould  be  committed^  Lord  Hekvey  rofe^ 
^j^^  to  the  flly^i'ing  E^eti : 

^ords.  Though  I  doubt  not  but  the  bill  now  before  us  will 
noted  in  this  Houfe,  by  the  fame  influence  by  which  it  has 
nduclcd  through  the  other  ;  yet  I  hope  its  fuccefs  will  be  very 
t,  and  that  thofc  arts  by  which  its  confequcnccs,  however 
ble,  have  been  hitherto  concealed,  or  by  which  thofc  whofe 
it  was  to  h.ive  detected  and  expofcd  them,  have  been  in- 
o  turn  their  eyes  afide,  will  not  be  praclifed  here  with  the 
icacv,  though  they  (hould  happen  to  be  atitemptcd  with  the 
nhdencc.  I  hope  that  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  virtue,  and 
;ard  to  public  happincfs,  which  has  on  all  occafions  diftin- 
this  iliuftrious  Aflembly,  will  operate  now  with  uncommon 
and  prevent  the  approbation  of  a  bill,  by  which  vice  is  to 
:  legal,  by  which  the  fences  of  fubordination  are  to  be  thrown 
ind  all  the  order  of  fociety,  and  decency  of  regular  e(labli(h- 
>e  obliterated  bv  univerfal  licentioufnefs,  and  loft  in  the  wild 
3ns  of  debauchery ;  of  debauchery  encouraged  by  law,  and 
ed  for  the  fupport  of  meafures  expenfive,  ridiculous  and 
ICiry. 

w  of  fo  pernicious  a  tendency  fhall,  at  leaft,  not  pafs  through 

Mife  without  oppofition  \  nor  {hall  drunkennefs  be  bftablifhed 

us  without  the  endeavour  of  one  voice,  at  leaft  to  withhold 

jrcfs  i  for  I  now  declare  that  I  oppofc  xVk^  couvtawxafcta  ^\  ^\% 

C  c  2  ^^^-^ 
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bOI,  and  thart  I  am  determined  to  continue  mj  oppoClioft  i»  k 
the  fteps  by  which  the  forms  of  our  Houib  make  it  aecdby,  i 
Ibould  pafs  before  it  can  become  a  law. 

Nor  do  I  fpeaky  my  Lords,  on  this  occafioii,  whh  tktt  i 
and  mental  hefitation  which  are  both  natural  and  decent, 
queftions  are  dubious,  when  probability  feems  to  be  almoft  e 
divided,  when  truth  appears  to  hover  between  two  panics^  i 
turns  to  favour  every  fpeaker;  when  fpecious  argonienta  are  «] 
both  fides,  and  the  number  of  circumftances  to  be  coOcdkd,  : 
relations  to  be  adjufled  is  fo  great,  that  an  exaA  and  indubhib 
cifion  is  fcarcely  to  be  attained  by  human  rcalbn.  I  do  no 
Lords,  now  fpcak  with  the  diffidence  of  enquiry,  or  the  uncn 
of  conjedure,  nor  imagine  that  I  am  now  examining  a  poli:*: 
pedient  of  which  the  fucce&  can  only  be  perfectly  known  by  t 
encc^  and  of  which  therefore  no  man  can  abfolutely  detr 
whether  it  will  be  ufeful  or  pernicious,  or  a  metaph}'ixcal  dil 
which  may  be  difcufied  for  ever  without  being  decided. 

In  confidering  this  bill,  my  Lords,  I  proceed  upon  ftated  a 
irariable  principles.  I  have  no  facts  to  examine  but  fuch  as 
laft  degree  are  notorious,  fuch  as  have  been  experienced 
hour,  fmce  the  exigence  of  fociety^  and  (hall  appeal  not  to  tra 
opinion^,  or  cafual  aflcrtions,  but  to  the  laws  of  all  c 
nations,  and  to  the  determinations  of  every  man  whofi:  wifi 
virtue  have  given  him  a  claim  to  re  >ard. 

All  the  decrees  of  all  the  legiflators  of  the  earth,  cr  the  drci: 
of  wife  men,  all  the  obfcrvations  which  nature  furnifhes,  anJ 
examples  which  hiftory  afford^,  concur  in  condemning  thi*  bx;' 
us  as  a  bill  injurious  to  fociety,  dcftruc>ive  of  pri\ate  virtue,  i 
confequcnce  of  public  happinefs,  detrimental  to  iSc  human  i 
and  therefore  fuch  as  ought  to  be  rrjeclcJ  in  that  AllemS'v  :o 
the  care  of  the  nation  is  committed;  that  Aflembly  whKh  o*. 
meet  only  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and  of  which  the  m\ 
ought  to  have  no  ot.her  end  than  the  fupp: cifion  of  thoie  v. 
which  the  happ'ncfs  of  life  i^  obiUucled  or  impaired. 

l\hc  bill  now  before  )*c)u,  my  Lords,  is  fundamentally  w:o 

tt  is  tormcd  upon  a  hateful  projeA  of  increafing  the  coniuo^pc 

fp:rituou»  liquors,  and  confcqueiilly  of  promoting  drunkeiuieU  a 

a  people  reproached  already  for  it  throughout  tne  whole  wor*. 

LOntMktis  fuch  a  concaicvuuou  ul  ctvQtw\v\k\^  u^tn&  with  (o 

I 


of  milduds,  and  therefore  produces,  in  thofe  poinds  that  at- 

10  its  nature,  and  purfue  its  confequences,  fuch  endlefs  variet/ 

argument  againft  it,  that  the  memory  is  perplexed,  the  imagina- 

crowded,  and  utterance  overburthened.     Before  any  one  of  its 

icious  cfietSs  is  fully  dilated  a  thoufand  other  appear,  the  hydra 

(hoots  out  new  heads,  and  every  head  vomits  out  new  poifon  to 

fociety,  and  lay  the  nation  defolate. 

tl  am  therefore  at  a  lofs,  my  Lords,  not  how  to  raife  arguments 
^nft  diis  bill,  which  cannot  be  read  or  mentioned  without  fornifli- 
g  them  by  thou(ands ;  but  how  to  methodife  thofe  that  occur  to 
Eand  lUKier  what  heads  to  range  my  thoughts,  that  I  may  purfue 
defign  without  confufion,  that  I  may  underftand  myfelf  and  be 
erftood  by  your  Lord(hips. 
^^    A  multitude  of  confiderations  are  obvious,  all  of  importance  fuf- 
t  to  claim  attention,  and  to  outweigh  the  advantages  propofed  by 
hateful  bill,  but  which  cannot  all  be  mentioned,  or  at  lead  not 
ith  diat  exadnefs  which  they  deferve :  I  (hall  therefore  confine  my- 
at  prefent  to  three  confiderations,  and  (hall  entreat  the  attention 
jour  Lordihips,  while  I  examine  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  re- 
to  its  influence  on  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people,  the  ar- 
by  which  it  has  been  hitherto  fupported,  and  the  eSe<Eb 
ich  it  will  have  on  the  fmking  fund. 

The  firft  bead,  my  Lords,  is  fo  copious,  that  I  find  myfelf  very 

little  relieved  by  the  divifion  which  I  have  made,     The  moral  argu- 

^ttots,  though  feparated  from  thofc  which  are  either  political  or  tern- 

^.  porary,  are  fufficient  to  over-power  the  firongeft  reafon,  and  over- 

^  low  the  moft  e^^tenfive  comprehenfion* 

h  is  not  neceflary,  I  fuppofe,  to  (how  that  health  of  body  is  a 
bleffing,  that  the  duties  of  life  in  which  the  greateft  part  of  the  world 
is  employed,  require  vigour  and  a£iivity,  and  that  to  want  ftrength 
of  limbs  and  to  want  the  neceflary  fupports  of  nature,  are  to  the 
lower  dafles  of  mankind  the  (ame.  I  need  not  obferve  to  your  Lord- 
fliips,  whofe  legiflative  charadfcer  obliges  you  to  confider  the  general 
concatenation  of  fociety,  that  all  the  advantages  which  high  ftations 
or  large  pofleflions  can  confer,  are  derived  from  the  labours  of  the 
poor;  that  to  the  plough  and  the  anvil,  the  loom  and  the  quarry,  pride 
is  indebted  for  its  magnifictnce,  luxury  for  its  dainties,  and  delicacy 
for  its  eafe.  A  very  little  confideration  will  be  fufficient  to  fhow, 
Ctot  di^  lowed  orders  of  mankind  fupply  comtivccec  ^vvS\  tcAxcofn&- 
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practices  (hould  be  lupprcficd  by  which  the  lower  orders  c 
arc  enfeebled  and  enervated  ;  for  if  they  (hould  be  no  !cx 
bear  fatiguc'i,  or  hnrdfliips,  if  any  cpidcmica!  wrakr.*: 
(hould  be  dittufcd  among  them,  our  power  muil  l/e  -t  . 
mines  woidd  be  an  ufclefs  treafurc,  and  would  ro  lopj 
Cither  the  weapons  of  war,  or  the  ornaments  of  Jomelti 
we  (hould  no  lo;:::cr  ^ivc  law  to  mankind  bv  our  nav^l 
fend  out  armies  to  fi^ht  for  the  liberty  of  diilant  nations. 
no  longer  fupply  the  markets  of  the  continent  with  our  o 
or  (hare  in  ail  the  adv.'nta2es  which  nature  has  beftowed  t 
countries  ;  f  r  all  thcfc,  my  Lord?,  are  the  c(reds  of  i 
duftrv,  and  mechanic  labour. 

All  thefe  blcflings  or  convenlcncles  arc  procured  by  t; 
of  bovly,  which  nature  has  beftowed  upon  the  natiixs  of  t 
who  have  hitherto  been  remarkably  robuft  and  hardy,  abl 
long  fntiguc<,  and  to  contend  with  the  inclcmciKV 
climate^?,  the  violence  of'ftorms,  and  the  turbuK-nce  of 
who  have  therefore  extended  their  con q?ie (Is  with  uncocrr 
and  been  equally  adapted  to  the  tuiN  of  trade  and  of  w* 
excelled  thofj  who  tndenvourcd  to  rival  them  either  in  li 
workmanfliip  or  of  valour. 

But,  mv  K'>id'«,  if  the  ufe  of  fpiniuous  liquors  be  > 
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fcjeded  at  foreign  markets  in  &vour  of  thofe  which  other  nations 

|l  exhibit  of  more  value,  and  yet  at  a  lower  rate* 

Ho  fooner,  my  Lords,  will  this  bill  mike  drunkennefs  unexpenfive 

I  commodious,  no  fooner  will  (hops  be  opened  in  every  corner  of 
:  ftrects,  in  every  petty  village,  and  in  every  obfcurc  cellar  for  the 
ail  of  thefc  liquors,  than  the  work-rooms  will  be  forfaken,  when 
r  art.hcer  has  by  the  labour  of  a  fmall  .part  of  the  day  procured 
lac  will  be  fufficitnt  to  intoxicate  him  for  the  remaining  hours  ; 

he  will  hold  it  ridiculous  to  wafte  any  part  of  his  life  in  fuperfluous 
igence,  and  will  readily  afTign  to  merriment  and  frolicks  that  time 
iich  he  now  fpends  in  ufeful  occupations. 

But  fuch  is  the  quality  of  thefe  liquors,  that  he  will  not  long  be 
le  to  divide  his  life  between  labour  and  debauchery,  he  will  foon 
d  himfelf  difabled  by  his  excefles  from  the  profecution  of  his  work, 
J  thole  (bops  which  were  before  abandoned  for  the  fake  of  pleafure, 

II  foon  be  made  defolate  by  ficknefs  ;  thofe  who  were  before  idle, 
U  become  difeafed,  and  either  peri(h  by  untimely  deaths,  or  languifh 
mifery  and  want,  an  ufelefs  burthen  to  the  public. 

Nor,  my  Lords,  will  the  nation  only  fuffer  by  the  dedu£lion  of 
h  numbers  from  ufeful  employments,  but  by  the  addition  of  great 
iltitudes  to  thofe  who  muft  be  fupported  by  the  charity  of  the  pub- 

The  manufacturer,  who  by  the  ufc  of  fpirituous  liquors  weakens  ' 
limbs  or  deftroys  his  health,  at  once  takes  from  the  community 
which  he  belongs,  a  member  by  which  the  common  ftock  was 
reafed,  and  by  leaving  a  helplefs  family  behind  him,  increafes  the 
rthen  which  the  coqimon  ttock  muft  neceflarily  fupport.  And  the 
der  or  hufbandman  is  obliged  to  pay  more  towards  the  maintenance 
the  poor,  by  the  fame  accident  which  diminlCies  his  trade  or  his 
vcft,  which  takes  away  part  of  the  aiUftancc  which  he  received, 
i  laLiics  the  price  of  the  reft. 

I'nat  thefc  liquors,  my  Lords,  liquors  of  which  the  ftrength  is 
ghter.eJ  by  diitiiiation,  have  a  natural  tendency  to  inflame  the 
Oil,  to  confume  the  vital  juices,  deftroy  the  force  of  the  vcflels, 
itract  the  nerves,  and  weaken  the  fmqws,  that  they  not  only  dif- 
ier  the  mind  for  a  time,  but  by  a  frequent  ufe  precipitate  old  age, 
ifpcratc  diread'S,  and  multiply  and  increafe  all  the  infirmities  to 
.ich  the  body  of  man  is  liable,  is  generally  known  to  all  whofe  re- 
:d  to  their  own  health,  or  ftudy  to  preferve  that  of  others,  has  at 
f  time  engaged   them  in   fuch  cnc^uiries^  and  vrould  tu.^^  hc«.tL 
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sofc  ilmly  crpiiifltd  ibd  jMff  l^fffli 
been  iufitrod  M  htvc  fivcii  tiMeirc| 
jcitcfoij  propoKO. 

Wli3r  that  propbftl  wbi  rcjaABJ, 
die  difcufion  of  (b  importint  a 
icAtfed,  pofteritj  will  find  it  difiodt  M 
jour  Lordihipi  fiich  modvet  u,  I  liofe»  wil 
JdkttAAy.  It  win  be,  perbaps  dMM^  dnt 
known,  chovgh  not  acknowledged  i  and  dm 
pad  the  bID,  bad  no  other  care  than  to  MtnA 
in^t  prove  to  mankind,  that  diey  were  indaed  kf 
that  of  promoting  the  public  good* 

It  it  not,  however,  neceflarj  that  any  very 
Ihould  be  made  for  die  difcovery  of  that  which, 
concealed,  and  which  every  man  has  an  opportunity  of  icn 
that  pafles  through  the  ftreets. 

So  public,  fo  enormous,  and  (b  pemidovs  has  bcco  this  d 
wiediod  of  debauchery,  that  it  h»  eiciicd  and  bafled  dn,  diig 
the  magiftrates,  who  have  endeavoured  to  Hop  its  pfopun  or 
its  efiefis.  They  found  dieir  eflfbrts  inefbaoal,  and  their  di 
not  only  not  ufeful  to  die  public,  but  dangerovs  to  thn 
They  quickly  experienced,  my  Lords,  the  foOy  of  thofe  lam 
punifli  crimes  inftead  of  preventing  them ;  they  found  that  k| 
thority  had  little  influence,  when  oppofed  to  the  madneft  cf 
tudcs  intwicated  with  fpiritt,  and  that  the  voice  of  jnlbcc  s 
very  litde  heard  amidft  the  clamours  of  riot  mi  drunkenneft. 

We  live,  my  Lords,  in  a  nation,  where  the  cflcds  of 
liquors  have  been  for  a  long  time  too  wdl  known ;  we  kno 
they  produce  in  almoft  every  one  a  high  opinion  of  his  own 
that  they  blow  the  latent  fparks  ot  pride  into  flame,  and,  tb 
deftroy  all  voluntary  fubmiflion ;  they  put  an  end  to  fubordi 
and  raife  every  man  to  an  equalky  with  his  mailer,  or  his  go* 
'Ilicy  reprcft  all  that  awe  by  which  men  are  reftrained  wit 
limits  of  their  proper  fpheres,  and  incite  every  man  to  preft  up 
that  ftands  before  him,  that  ftands  in  the  place  of  which  that 
elevation  of  hcan,  which  drunkcnneis  beftows,  makes  him 
himfclf  more  worthy. 

PriJe,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent,  and  intrepidity  the  foAerar 
irnCTicnt ;  for  this  ttafon,  mtu  is^  ^^m^ft.  iLiiv|>  vodUncAi  u 
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to  quarrels  and  to  blood-flied ;  they  think  more  highly  of 

mrn  merit,  and,  therefore,  more  readily  conclude  themfelves 

they  are  wholly  divefted  of  fear,  infenfible  of  prefent  dan- 

fiiperior  to  all  authority,  and  therefore,  thoughtlefs  of  future 

cnt;  and  what  then  can  hinder  them  from  expreffing  their 

nt  with  the  moft  oflenfive  freedom,  or  purfuing  their  revenge 

die  moft  daring  violence. 

U9,  my  Lords,  are  forgotten  difpute»  often  revived,  and  after 
been  long  reconciled,  are  at  laft  terminated  by  blows ;  thus 
lives  deftroyed  upon  the  moft  trifling  occafions,  upon  provoca- 
often  imaginary,  upoi^  chimerical  points  of  honour,  where  he 
gave  the  offence,  perhaps  without  defign,  fupports  it  only  be- 
lie has  given  it ;  and  he  whq  refents  it,  purfues  his  refentment 
becaufe  he  will  not  acknowledge  his  miftake. 
us  are  lives  loft,  my  Lords,  at  a  time,  when  thofe  who  fet 
to  hazard,  are  without  confcioufnefs  of  their  value,  without 
of  the  laws  which  diey  violate,  and  without  regard  to  any  mo« 
N(s  but  the  immediate  influence  of  rage  and  malice. 
\V1ien  we  confider,  my  Lords,  thefe  efte£b  of  drunkennels,  it 
li  be  no  fubjed  of  wonder,  that  the  magiftrate  finds  himfelf  over- 
krne  by  a  multitude  united  againft  him,  and  united  by  general  de- 
iKbery.  Government,  my  Lords,  fubfifts  upon  reverence,  and 
titt  reverence  can  be  paid  to  the  laws,  by  a  crowd,  of  which  every 
Mtn  is  exalted  by  the  enchantment  of  thofe  intoxicating  fpirits,  to 
k  independence  of  a  monarch,  the  wifdom  of  a  legiflator,  and  the 
trepidity  of  a  hero  ?  when  every  man  thinks  thofe  laws  oppreflive 
at  oppofe  the  execution  of  his  prefent  intentions,  and  confiders 
try  magiftrate  as  his  perfecutor  and  enemy  ? 
Laws,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  reafon;  for  who  ever  attempted  to 
ftrain  beafb  but  by  force ;  and,  therefore,  thofe  that  propofe  the 
omotion  of  public  happinefs,  which  can  be  produced  only  by  an 
MiEt  conformity  to  good  laws,  ought  to  endeavour  to  preferve  what 
ay  properly  be  called  the  public  nafon-^  they  ought  to  prevent  a 
•neral  depravation  of  the  faculties  of  thofe  whofebenefit  is  intended, 
id  whofe  obedience  is  required ;  they  ought  to  take  care  that  the 
ws  may  be  known,  for  how  elfe  can  they  be  obferved  ?  and  how 
m  they  be  known,  or  at  leaft,  how  can  they  be  remembered  in  the 
rats  of  drunkennefs  ? 
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That  tl)e  laws  are  univerfally  efiad  aat^gA 

dais  of  mankind,  among  thofe      iota  e  limits  of  faa 

and  inftruclion,  makes  pofitive  o  li  '  dirc3iofli  • 
ccfbry  for  the  regulation  of  thi  -  condudb^  is  apparcm  froa 
prefentation  of  the  magiftrates,  i  whii^h  the  general  difwjkn 
great  city»  the  open  wickcdne  the  daring  infcJoiicc^  and  wi 
}icentioufncr$  of  the  common  people,  is  very  juftlj  dckTifaod. 

Their  wickedncfs  and  infolence,  my  Lords,  is  todocd  fi« 
order  is  almoft  at  an  end,  rank  no  longer  coolirrs  rcfpcd,  i 
dignity  aix'ord  fecurity.  The  fame  confidence  produces  id 
robberies,  and  thatinfcnfibtlity  with  which  debauchciy  anmil 
equally  againft  fear  and  pity,  frequently  aggravates  Uie  guilc 
bery  with  greater  crimes  ;  thofe  who  arc  io  unhappy  sa  to 
the  hands  of  thieves,  heated  by  fpirits  into  madmen,  feUoc 
without  fuftcring  greater  cruelties  than  the  lofs  of  money. 

That  the  ufe  of  thefe  poifonous  draughts  quickly  debJ*: 
limbs,  and  deftroys  the  ftrength  of  the  body ;  however  this 
may  impair  our  manufa^ures,  weaken  our  armies^  anJ  dim;. 
commerce ;  however  it  may  reduce  our  flceu  to  an  e.iiptv  itk 
enable  our  enemies  to  triumph  in  the  field,  or  our  civais  to 
us  in  the  market,  can  fcarccly,  my  Lords,  come  under  corjl. 
when  we  reflect  how  debauchery  operates  upon  the  mo:*!^. 

It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  m.iV: 
dlfablcd  in  a  (hort  time  from  executing  their  intentioriJ^,  b>  t 
caufes  which  excite  them ;  that  they  are  obiigcJ  to  ilop  in  la 
of  their  crimef,  that  they  are  prctcrvcd  from  the  hand  cx  itx 
tioner  by  the  I.quor  which  expo/cs  them  to  it,  and  tnat  p.l'ic 
difable  them  from  purfuing  their  viiiainief,  or  levcr>  put  u 
their  lives. 

It  is  happy,  my  I^ords,  that  what  is  thus  violent,  ca 
lading ;  thvt  thofe  li\cs  which  aie  employed  m  mifchicf,  are  i 
fhort ;  and  that  fmcc  it  is  the  quality  of  this  maligium  iH^Mi 
mpt  the  mind,  it  l;kewiiedeUro)s  the  body. 

But  this  cfleci,  my  Lords,  is  not  conAaut  or  regular  ;  ms 
times  continue  f4)r  many  ycar«,  to  fupply  the  expenccs  o.  drm 
by  rapine,  and  to  exafperate  the  tury  of  rapine  by  ctua 
And,  therefore,  though  there  could  be  any  one  fo  rcgaicitci 
ha;pi:;cfs  oi   mankind,  as  to  louk,    without   conctsu^   upu 
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hurry  themfclves  to  the  grave  with  poifon,  he  may  yet  be  incited 

lis  own  intereft  to  prevent  the'progrefs  of  this  praftice,  a,pra<5tice 

tends  to  the  fiihverfion  of  all  order,  and  the  dcftruftion  of  all 

is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  public  happinefs  mud  be  on  a 
pled  proportion  to  public  virtue  ;  that  mutual  truft  is  the  cement  of 
■Dety,  and  thf.t  no  man  can  be  trufled  but  as  he  is  reputed  honcfl* 
po  promote  truft,  my  Lords,  is  the  apparent  tendency  of  all  laws. 
pThen  the  ties  of  morality  are  enforced  by  penal  fandVions^  men  are 
■ore  afraid  to  violate  them,  and  therefore,  are  truded  with  lefs 
iger  ;  ^ut  when  they  no  longer  fear  the  law,  they  are  to  be 
lined  only  by  their  confciences  ;  and  if  neither  law  nor  confcience 
any  influence  upon  their  conduft,  they  arc  only  a  herd  of  wild 
:s,  let  loofe  to  prey  upon  each  other,  and  every  man  will  inflift 

ffiiffcr  pain,  as  he  meets  with  one  Wronger  or  weaker  than  himfelf. 

tThus,  my  Lords,  will  all  authority  ceafe,  property  will  become 
ngerous  to  him  that  poflcfies  it,  and  confufion  will  overfpread'the 
lole  community ;  nor  can  it  be  eafily  conceived,  by  the  mod  ex- 
loifive  comprehenfion  how  far  the  mifchiefs  may  fpread,  or  where 
pe  chain  of  deftruftive  confequences  will  end. 

If  we  confidcr  our  fleet  or  our  army,  my  Lords,  it  is  apparent, 
bat  neither  obedience  nor  fidelity  can  be  cxpcftcd  from  men  upon 
Hsom  all  the  ties  of  morality,  and  all  the  fandlions  of  law  have  loft 
Wir  influence  ;  they  will  mutiny  without  fear,  and  defert  without 
^Tuple,  and  like  wild  beads,  will,  upon  the  lead  provocation,  turn 
pon  thofc  by  whom  they  ought  to  be  governed. 

But  drunken nefs,  my  Lords,  not  only  corrupts  men,  by  taking 
way  the  fcnfe  of  ihofe  rcdrainis  by  which  they  are  generally  kept  in 
wc,  and  withheld  from  the  perpetration  of  villainies,  but  by  fuper- 
tdding  the  temptations  of  poverty,  temptations  not  eafily  to  be 
efifted,  even  by  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  open  to  the  confequences  of 
bcir  anions,  and  which,  therefore,  will  certainly  prevail  over  thofe 
rhofe  apprehenfions  are  laid  afleep,  and  who  never  extend  their 
ricws  beyond  the  gratification  of  the  prefent  moment. 

Drunkcnnefs,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent  of  idlenefs  ;  for  no  man 
ran  apply  himfelf  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  trade,  either  while  he  is  drink- 
ng,  or  when  he  is  drunk.  Part  of  his  time  is  fpent  in  jollity,  and 
>art  in  imbecillity  ;  when  he  is  amidd  his  companions  he  is  too  gay 
:o  think  of  the  confequences  of  ncgleding  b\%  txtv^o>jtv\^tv\.s  ^tA 
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friien  1^ has overburdiened hiinfelf  iridi liqaor,  biiiCMW 
too  fttt^  to  follow  it. 

Poverty,  my  Lords,  is  the  <  k  eoe6»  at  iii 

drunkennefs ;  the  drunk|jd*s  A  is  Utde  and  Us  opa 
g;rett ;  and,  therefore,  he  muft  Iboci  fee  htsfunilj  diWuKd, 
iiibftance  reduced  to  nothing :  and^  fiiidjt  my  Lordi»  is  ■ 
much  iagacity  to  difcover  what  will  be  the  coafequcaee  af 
produced  by  vice. 

It  tt  not  to  be  cxpe Aed,  Lords,  that  a  man  that  oorra| 
be  warned  by  the  appr  \  of  i  iiery»  that  Ik  will  irrnBifl 
derftanding,  and  awaken  i  at  ation  i  that  he  will  ipi^jfiM 
his  bttfineft  with  new  dilij  ice,  i  ideaTOur  to  recover,  l^aa 
of  application,  what  he  by  inattention,  and  niakc 

membrance  of  his  former '  »  and  the  difiotkies  and  difeafi 
they  brought  upon  him,  an  ment  to  his  induftry,  a  cool 

of  his  relblution,  and  a  fupport    >  his  virtue. 

That  diis  is,  indeed,  poffiUe,  I  do  noc  intend  to  deny, 
tare  poffibility  of  an  event  fo  ^r^H^^  b  the  utmoll  thtt 
admitted ;  for  it  can  fearcdy  be  expeded,  that  any  man  ft 
able  to  break  through  all  the  obftacles  that  will  obftnid  bi 
to  honefty  and  wifdom  ;  his  companions  will  endeavour  to  i 
the  in&tuating  amufements  which  have  fo  long  deluded  him  i 
petite  wiU  affift  their  foliciutions ;  the  defirc  of  prcfent  callr,  h 
all  mankind  are  fometimes  led  afide  from  \Hrtuc,  wiU  opera 
unufual  (Irength ;  fmcc,  to  rctrcive  His  mifconduifk,  he  a 
only  deny  himfelf  the  pleafure  which  he  has  fo  long  indulf 
mull  bear  the  full  view  of  his  diftrets  from  which  he  will  c 
turn  afide  his  eyes.  The  general  difficulty  of  refbrmati 
iiM:linc  him  to  feck  for  cafe  by  any  other  means,  and  to  dc 
ainendmcm  which  he  knows  to  be  neceflary,  from  hour  I 
and  from  day  to  day,  till  his  refulutions  arc  tuo  much  weal 
prove  of  any  effcA,  and  his  habits  confirmed  beyond  oppo£ik 

At  length,  neceffity,  immediate  neccflity,  prriles  upon  b 
family  is  made  cUmorous  by  vrant,  and  hi»  ca!U  of  natvrf 
luxury  are  equally  importunate;  he  has  now  !(»ll  his  crcda 
world,  and  none  will  employ  him,  becaufe  noiic  will  uufk 
ctr.ploymcnt  cantuH  immediately  be,  perhaps  obUined  i  bc( 
plrfcc  has  for  a  long  time  been  fupp!ied  by  other  <,  And,  evi 
cou/J  vbtziii  a  :t*£dm\]&oa\oVi\%  iwxs«t  WIvvcV^  Vvia  wants 
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great  and  too  prcffing  to  be  fupplicd  by  the  flow  methods  of 

r  induftry ;  he  muft  repair  his  loffes  by  more  efficacious  expe-> 

and  muft  find  feme  methods  of  acquifition^  by  which  the  im- 

mity  of  his  creditors  may  be  fatisfied. 

luftry  is  now,  by  long  habits  of  idlenefs,  become  almoft  im-» 

icable  ;  bis  attention  having  been  long  amufed  by  pleafing  objeds, 

diffipated  by  jdlity  and  merriment,  is  not  readily  recalled  to  a 
k  which  is  unpleafing,  becaufe  it  is  enjoined  ;  and  his  limbs 
^ated  by  hot  and  ftrong  liquors,  liquors  of  the  moft  pernicious 
(id,  cannot  fupport  the  fatigues  neceilary  in  the  pra£lice  of  his 
what  was  once  wholefome  exercife  is  now  infupportable 
le ;  and  he  has  not  now  time  to  habituate  htmfelf  by  degrees  to 

application  which  he  has  intermitted,  that  labour  which  he  has 

!d,  or  thofe  arts  which  he  has  forgotten* 
^la  this  ftate,  my  Lords,  he  eafily  perfuades  himfelf,  that  his  con- 
tbn  is  defperate,  that  no  legal  methods  will  relieve  him ;  and  that, 
srefore,  he  has  nothing  to  hope  but  from  the. efforts  of  defpair. 
!icfe  dioughts  are  quickly  confirmed  by  his  companions,  whcmi  the 
ne  mifconducl  has  reduced  to  the  fame  diftrefs,  and  who  have  a)«- 
idy  tried  the  pleafures  of  being  fupported  by  the  labour  of  others. 
bey  do  not  fail  to  explain  to  him  the  poffibility  of  fudden  affluence, 
d  at  worft  to  celebrate  the  fatisfadion  of  fhort-lived  merriment. 
e,  therefore,  engages  with  them  in  their  noSurnal  expeditions,  an 
bciation  of  wickednefs  is  formed,  and  that  man,  who  before  he 
led  this  infatuating  liquor,  contributed  every  day,  by  honeft  la- 
itr,  to  the  happinefs  or  convenience  of  life,  who  fupported  his 
Dily  in  decent  plenty,  and  was  himfelf  at  eafe,  become  at  once 
ferable  and  wicked  ;  is  detefted  as  a  nuifance  by  the  community, 
i  hunted  by  the  officers  of  juftice;  nor  has  mankind  any  thing  now 
wifli  or  hope  with  regard  to  him,  but  that  by  his  fpeedy  deftru£Hon 
!  iecurity  of  the  roads  may  be  reftored,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
^t  be  fet  free  firom  the  alarms  of  robbery  and  murder. 
Thefir,  my  Lords,  are  the  confequences  which  neceflfarily  enfue 
nn  the  ufe  of  thofe  pernicious,  thofe  infatuating  fpirits,  which  have 
fUy  alarmed  every  man  whom  pleafure  or  floth  has  not  wholly  en- 
oflfed,  and  who  has  ever  looked  upon  the  various  fcenes  of  lifk  with 
It  attention  which  their  importance  demand. 
Anaong  thefe,  my  Lords,  the  clergy  have  diftinguiOied  tbemfidves 
a  tealous  oppofitiaa  to  this  growing  evil,  ai»i  Y^a^xt  Ni^t«.<^^€a 

\ 
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hearers  with  the  warmcft  concern  againft  the  mifery  and  «i 
which  muft  always  be  the  attendants  or  the  followers  of  dniclca 
*  One  among  them,  whofe  merit  has  railed  him  to  a  lies:  ii 
auguft  Aflembly,  and  whofe  inftruclions  are  enforceJ  bj  the  iiac 
his  life,  has,  in  a  very  cogent  and  pathetical  manner  d-i^n 
enormity  of  this  dcteilable  fm,  the  univerCdity  of  its  pc^Talcaa 
the  malignity  of  its  effects ;  and  in  his  difcourie  on  the  irf 
of  this  city,  has  obfcrved  with  too  much  jufinefs,  that  the  ^ 
the  people  are  infected  with  this  vice,  and  that  raem  mi^-^Jkj  u 
Juxurhus. 

XIany  other  authorities  t  might  be  produceJ,  anJ  foo^  c 
have  now  in  my  hand  ;  but  the  recital  of  them  would  w«jc  i 
to  no  purpofe :  for  furely  it  is  not  neccflary  to  (how  by  z  Icn*  i 
tion  of  authorities  the  guilt  of  druRkcnncfs  or  to  proie  i 
Weakens  the  body,  or  that  it  depraves  the  mind,  that  ii  nukes 
kind  too  feeble  for  labour,  too  indolent  for  appiicatiOti,  IM 
for  ingenuity,  and  too  darini;  for  the  peace  of  fociety. 

This,  furely,  my  Lords,  is  therefore  a  vice,  which  ou^'-.t  » 
utmoil  care  to  be  difcouragcd  by  thofe  whofe  birth  or  ;:a:. 
conferred  upon  thtrm  the  province  of  watching  over  the  j  .1. 
pinefs  j  and  which  furely  no  prcifix-tt  <-f  prcfcnt  aJvir.tJ^ie,  r-'» 
ments  of  political  cor.veniencc,    wn\  prcv;ftii    ipja  i..;<»    Hj 
promote. 

That  ihe  natural  and  evident  tendency  of  iW.s  bill  ii  :h;  p:  pi 
of  JiuiikcniicU,  canaui  Iht  denied,  \i!:cn  i:  i^  c^iit'tvfercJ,  :'ma: 
incrcafe  the  tcmptatioi.s  to  it   by  nu*..:;^   tn^:  l:qaor,  wh  «.:) 
fivoi::i:c  of  the  cumiiiuii  people-,  m<jrc  c^nKno- ,  by  n;j.;.f.i 
places  at  which  \i  is  fulJ,  Ui  tItJt  none  can  \\,ir.l  jn  oppc::. 
\itK.ing  to  ary  fuJJcn  impul.l*  vi  !..>  ap^^-Me,  wh:ch  wJI  :.v^ 
more  |M)wcr fully  and   more  incciV-iitly  as  they  are  mj;e  i:n 
kikJ  nu»rc  eafiiy  gr;iti;ijd. 

In  defence  of  a  bill  like  thi*',  my  I.ord^,  it  ml^J".:  *p<  c:i 
that  at  leall,  many  f|Kcious  ar^u.iie;;ts  (bould  be  c  rtcrcj.  1 
be  iulUy  h(>pcd  tliat  no  man  uill  i: ..*  up  i:i  npixituion  tv.>  .  !  . 
heaven  and  earth,  to  the  wiil'om  cf  all  lc».r.aio:>,  anj  i^c  ci.^ 
c2  every  Ituman  being,  without  havii.g  tormci  fach  a  tt^a  c: 

•  Noift  B.fliop  of  Sjfum.  •♦  He  rcai  tkc  prcixble  to  a  forrcr  \ 
opiBiun  sti  ibc  College  of  Pb^fictaiu, 
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as  will  not  eafily  be  difconcerted,  or  having  formed  at  leaft 
chain  of  fophiftry  as  cannot  be  broken  but  with  difficulty. 
nd  yet,  my  Lords,  when  I  confidcr  what  has  been  offered  by  all 
have  hitherto  appeared  either  in  public  aflemblies,  or- in  private 
erfatton,  as  advocates  for  this  bill,  I  can  fcarctly  believe,  that 
perceive  thcmfelves  any  force  in  their  own  arguments  ;  and  am 
to  conclude,  that  they  fpealc  only  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
able  to  fay  nothing  in"  defence  of  their  own  fcheme  ;  that  their 
is  not  to  convince  by  their  reafons,  but  to  overpower  by  their 
imbers ;  that  they  are  themfelves  influenced  not  by  reafon  but  by 
Icefiity  ;  and  that  they  only  encourage  luxury,  becaufe  money  is  to 
niifed  for  the  execution  of  their  fchemes  ;  and  they  imagine,  that 
people  will  pay  more  chearfully  for  liberty  to  indulge  their  appc- 

than  for  any  other  enjoyment. 
The  arguments  which  have  been  offered,  my  Lords,  in  vindication 
this  bill,  or  at  lead  which  I  have  hitherto  heard,  are  only  two,  and 
kfe  two  fo  unhappily  afTociated,  that  they  dedroy  each  other ;  what- 
kr(hall  be  urged  to  enforce  the  ffecond,  muft  in  the  fame  proportion 
Validate  the  fiid  ;  and  whoever  ihall  adert,  that  the  iirfl  is  true,  muft 
faiit  that  the  fecond  is  falfc. 

Thefe  pofitlons,  my  Lords,  the  unlucky  pofitions  which  are  laid 
hwi  by  the  defenders  of  this  pernicious  bill  are,  that  it  will  fupply 
e  neceiSties  of  the  government  with  a  very  large  (landing  revenue, 
i  the  credit  of  which,  ftrengthened  by  the  additional  fecurity  of 
e  finking  fund,  a  fum  will  be  advanced  fufficient  to  fupport  the  ex- 
nces  of  a  foreign  war ;  and  that  at  the  fame  time  it  will  leflcn  the 
mfumption  of  the  liquors  from  whence  this  duty  is  to  arife. 
By  what  arts  of  political  ratiocination  thefe  propofitions  arc  to 
t  reconciled,  1  am  not  able  to  difcover.  It  appears  evtdcnt,  my 
ords,  that  large  revenues  can  only  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of  laro-e 
lantities ;  and  that  larger  quantities  will  in  reality  be  fold,  as  the 
ice  is  little  or  nothing  raifed,  and  the  venders  are  greatly  increafed. 
If  this  will  not  be  the  effeft,  my  Lords,  and  if  this  efFeft  is  not 
ipedted,  why  is  this  bill  propofed  as  fufficient  to  raife  the  immense 
ms  which  our  prefent  exigencies  require  ?  Can  duties  be  paid  with- 
it  confumption  of  the  commodity  on  which  they^re  laid  ?  and  is 
ere  any  other  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  than  that  of  drinking  them  ? 
Surely,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  expeded,  that  any  arguments  (hould 
I  admitted  in  this  Houfc  without  examiuauon  \  ^tv^  '^tK.vx.  mx'^x.'^ 
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jttftlj  imagined)  that  this  aflcrtlon  c     4  <  t  ofaed  m  U 

dcnce  of  an  implicit  reception*  I  ( te  c  be  propoCei  < 
thofe  who  hail  refigned  their  i      e  _'  to  tike  dtStmti 

miniftry ;  for  it  is  im|)lied  in  this  pofition,  that  die  picnrr  of 
modity  diminiihes  the  demand  for  it ;  apd  that  the  more  tr; 
ibid,  the  lefs  it  will  be  bought.  It  implici,  that  men  viU  Uf 
tary  reftraints  upon  themrclves,  in  proportion  as  they  arc  indi 
their  governors  ;  and  that  all  pcahibitory  lawa  ceod  to  the  pro 
of  the  practices  which  they  condemn  j  it  implies,  that  a  ftop  < 
be  put  to  fornication  by  increafing  the  number  of  proftuin 
diat  theft  is  only  to  be  reftraincd  by  leaving  your  doors  open. 

I  am,  for  my  prt,  convinced,  that  drunkards  as  well  as 
are  made  by  opportunity ;  and  that  no  man  will  deny  himk 
he  deiires,  merely  bccaufe  it  is  allowed  him  by  the  laws 
country. 

Tliis,  my  Lords,  is  fo  evident,  that  I  (hall  no  longer  dw 
the  aflertion,  that  the  unbounded  liberty  of  retailing  fpirits  w: 
fpiritsleft  ufed  in  the  nation ;  but  (hall  examine  thefecond  ari 
apd  confider  how  hi  it  is  poi&ble  or  proper  to  raiic  fupplics  i 
upon  drunkennefs. 

That  large  fums  will  be  raifed  by  the  bill,  to  which  the  co 
your  Lordihips  is  now  required,  I  can  readily  admit,  becj 
confumption  of  fpirits  will  certainly  be  greitcri  and  the  luenct 
for  retailing  them  fo  numerous,  that  a  much  lower  duty  iha*i 
pofed  will  amount  yearly  to  a  very  large  fum  ^  tor  it  the  lei 
drunkennefs  can  be  more  cheaply  obtained  by  buying  fpii» 
ale,  when  both  arc  to  be  found  at  the  fame  place,  it  is  cis 
which  will  be  prtt'crred  ;  this  argument,  therci'oic,  ts  irict. 
and  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  bill  without  danger  uf  cutiiu 

Rut,  my  Lords,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  governors  not  lb  b 
dr?in  the  purfe^,  as  to  regulate  the  morals  of  the  people;  i 
to  raife  taxes,  but  to  levy  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  mat 
burthcnfome,  an  J  to  apply  them  to  purpofes  which  may  be  s 
fui ;  not  to  (ai;'e  mu:tcy  by  corrupting  the  nation,  that  u  mav 
in  cnfluxin^;  it. 

It  has  Veen  mcntijncd  by  ax  cry  celebrated  writer^  as  a 
pra^iicc  in  the  cxcrcife  of  5v>vcinincn:»  to  ux  fuch  commA 
vf;c  «buied  to  the  iturcJic  ol  vice,  uHst  \kc  may  be  diicour 
tt.iTj  made  more  cxr^^^i^V.c  ,  ^:\^  >3Bkci^\>»\t:  v\fc  ^.<^cuQiuaitv 
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fet  free  from  it :   but  the  tax  which  is  now  propofed,  my 

,  is  of  a  different  kind  ;   it  is  a  tax  laid  upon  vice,  indeed, 

it  is  to  arife  from  the  licences  granted  to  wickednefs,  and  its 

uences  muft  be  the  increafe  of  debauchery,  not  the  reftraint. 

a  tax  which  will  be  readily  paid,  be'caufe  it  will  be  little  felt ; 

becaufe  it  will  be  little  felt,  it  is  hoped,  that  multitudes  will 

themiclves  to  it. 

ad  which  is  now  to  be  repealed,  was  indeed  of  a  very  dif<- 
it  nature,  though  perhaps  not  free  from  very  juft  obje£tions.  It 
this  advantage,  at  leaft,  that  fo  far  as  it  was  put  in  execution,  it 
Ikftruited  drunkennefs ;  nor  has  the  examination  of  the  officers  of 
■dfe  difcovered  any  imperfedion  in  the  law ;  for  it  has  only  failed, 
kaufe  it  was  timoroufly  or  negligently  executed. 
FiWhy  it  was  not  vigoroufly  and  diligently  enforced,  I  have  never 
^  been  able  to  difcover.  If  the  magiftrates  were  threatened  by 
|e  populace,  the  neceflity  of  fuch  laws  was  more  plainly  proved ; 
kr  what  juftifies  the  feverity  of  coercion  but  the  prevalence  of  the 
tine  i  and  what  may  not  be  feared  from  crowds  intoxicated  with 
iiits,  whofe  infolence  and  fury  is  already  fuch,  that  they  dare  to 
treatcn  the  government  by  which  they  are  debarred  from  the  ufe  of 
ton? 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  refle«Slion  that  ought  not  to  be  pafled  (lightly 
rer.  The  nature  of  our  conditution,  happy  as  it  is,  muft  be  ac- 
bowledged  to  produce  this  inconvenience,  that  it  inclines  the  corn- 
people  to  turbulence  and  fedition ;  the  nature  of  fpirituous  li« 
is  fuch,  that  they  inflame  thefe  difpofitions,  already  too  nnich 
liedominant  ^  and  yet  the  turbulence  of  the  people  is  made  a  reafon 
SrHceniing  drunkennefs,  and  allowing  without  limitation  thefale  of 
bofe  fpirits  by  which  that  turbulence  muft  be  certainly  increafcd. 

It  may  be  perhaps  urged,  (for  indeed  I  know  not  what  elfe  can  be 
lecently  alledged)  that  there  is  a  neceffity  of  raifing  money,  that  no 
nhcr  method  can  be  invented,  and  that  therefore  this  ought  not  to 
le  oppofed. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  minifters  generally  confider,  as  the  toft  of 
ach  man's  loyalty,  the  rcadinefs  with  which  he  concurs  with  them  in 
heir  fchemes  for  railing  money ;  and  that  they  think  all  oppofition  to 
hefe  fchemes  which  are  calculated  for  the  fupport  cf  the  government, 
be  tSeSt  of  a  criminal  difaffcdtion ;  that  they  dways  think  it  a  fu£« 
ient  vindknip.  of  anr^'  Jaw,  that  it  will  bfmj  *\a  Ntt^  Vw??  Wx»a\ 
VojL.  II  D  d  «^^ 
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and  that  they  think  no  meafures  pcraicioutt  nor  lava 
which  the  revenue  is  not  impaired* 

If  government  was  inftitiued  only  to  raile  moocjy  fhcfr 
fchemes  of  policy  would  be  without  cxcepiioa  i 
denied,  that  the  prefent  minifters  (hew  tfaemfelvcs  by  Ak  ci| 
uncommon  mafters  of  their  profcflkm.  But  the  end 
is  only  to  promote  virtue,  of  which  happinefs  is  the 
therefore  to  fupport  government  by  propagating  vice»  b  tafai 
by  means  which  deftroy  the  end  for  which  it  was  origtoally  cfal 
and  fDr  which  its  continuance  is  to  be  defired. 

If  money  therefore  cannot  be  raifed  but  by  thisbtO,  if  Ar  a 
of  the  government  cannot  be  defrayed  but  by  corrupting  the  mt 
the  people,  I  (hall  without  fcruple  declare,  that  money  ought 
be  raiied,  nor  the  defigns  of  the  government  fupported,  bto 
people  can  fuffer  nothing  from  the  failure  of  public  meafum,  c 
from  the  diflblution  of  the  government  itfelf,  which  wiU  be  ( 
to  be  dreaded  or  avoided  with  an  univerfal  depravity  of  morals 
general  decay  of  corporeal  vigour.  Even  the  inlblence  of  a  i 
conqueror  can  inflid  nothing  more  (evere  than  the  diicafo 
debauchery  produces  \  nor  can  any  thing  be  feared  from  the  £ 
of  anarchy  more  dangerous  or  more  calamitous,  than  the  rrk.: 
feditjon,  or  the  miferies  which  muft  enfuc  to  each  indiiic«4 
univerfid  wickcdnels. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  expedient  by  which  we  arc  nov  i 
raife  the  fu^^plies  for  the  prcfcnt  }'var ;  and  fuch  is  the  t^w 
of  taxation  which  the  fagacity  of  our  minifters  has  luck  !;.  u.:. 
A  foreign  war  is  to  be  fup|X3rtcil  by  the  deftruclion  ci'  cur  pi 
bomot  and  the  revenue  of  the  government  to  be  impro\eLi  b\  t.h 
of  our  manufaclurcs.  Wc  are  to  owe  henceforward  cur  pc 
epidemical  difeafes,  our  wealth  to  the  dcclenlioo  ot  our  coc 
and  our  (ccurity  to  riut  and  to  tumult. 

There  is  \ct  another  confidcration,  my  Lords  wh.ch  oc: 
to  be  regardLt!,  bctbrc  we  fufier  thK  bill  to  pafs.  ^!J:u  1 
merely  expert  mental,  and  have  been  made,  not  becaufc  the  tc; 
thought  them  imiit'putjbly  proper,  but  becaufc  no  better  cou^ 
time  be  ilruck  out,  and  bccjute  the  arguments  in  their  U\^ 
pearcd  (Irongcx  than  thofe  agamtl  tiiem,  or  becaufe  the  quel 
which  they  related  were  fo  d.«rk  and  intricate,  that  ncthuij 
6c  (/ctcimiiied  wiih  cctta^m^,  axvi  va  q^c\  TOA^boi  couU  t! 
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owed,  but  that  tf  malting  the  firft  attempts  at  hazard^  and 
ling  thefe  errors,  or  fupplying  tbefe  defe6h  which  might  here* 
K  difcovered  by  thoie  lights  Which  time  {hduld  aiFord. 
•ugh  I  am  far  from  thinking,  my  Lords,  that  the  queftion  rc- 
to  the  efieds  of  this  law,  is  eithei*  doubtful  or  obfcUre;  though 
xrtain  diat  the  means  of  reforming  the  vice  which  its  advocates 
id  it  is  defigned  to  prevent,  are  obvious  and  eafy  ;  yet  I  (hould 
loped,  that  the  projectors  of  fuch  a  fcheme  would  have  allowed 
ft  the  uncertainty  of  the  falutary  efFefb  expected  from  it,  and 
I  therefore  have  itiade  fome  provifion  for  the  repeal  of  it,  when 
old  be  found  to  fail.  ^ 

t,  my  Lords,  our  miniftcrs  appear  to  have  thought  it  fufficient 
lear  them  to  their  country,  and  immortalize  their  names,  that 
have  invented  a  new  method  of  raifing  money,  and  feem  to 
/cry  little  regard  to  any  part  of  the  art  of  government ;  they 
it  lead  in  their  own  opinion  have  deferved  applaufe,  if  they 
the  public  revenue  greater,  by  whatever  diminution  of  the 
:  virtue. 

ey  have  therefore,  my  Lords,  wifely  contrived  a  neceffity  of 
luing  this  law,  whatever  may  be  its  confequences,  and  how 
(bever  its  abufes  ;  for  they  not  only  mortgage  the  duties  upon 
for  the  prefent  fupply,  but  fuhftitute  them  in  the  place  of  ano«i 
fcurity  given  to  the  Bank  by  the  Pot-A£l ;  and  therefore,  iinc« 
I  not  be  eafy  to  form  another  tax  of  equal  produce,  we  can  havQ  , 
ittle  hope  that  this  will  be  remitted. 

ere  will  be  indeed  only  one  method  of  fetting  the  nation  free 
the  calamities  which  this  law  will  bring  upon  it ;  and  as  I  doub; 
jt  that  method  will  at  laft  be  followed,  it  will  ceruinly  deferve 
ttention  of  your  Lordihips,  as  the  third  confideration  to  which^ 
'  debates  on  this  bill,  particular  regard  ought  to  be  paid, 
at  the  licence  of  drunkennefs,  and  the  unlimited  coofumptioa 
rituous  liquors,  will  fill  the  whole  kingdoda  witiv  idlcnefs,  dif<» 
riots,  and  confufion,  cannot  be  doubted ;  Bor  can  it  be  quef^ 
I,  but  that  in  a  very  ibort  time  the  Senate  will  be  crowded  with 
ms  from  all  the  uading  bodies  in  the  kingdom,  fyr  the  regukti^n 
t  workmen  and  (enraots,  for  the  extinAion  of  turbulence  a{^ 
and  for  the  removal  of  irrefiftible  temptations  to  idlenefr  and 
Hiefe  fepcefcnutions  may  Jbe  for  a  time  neg|eSed,  but  muft 
€lB»hfb€swds  the  miflillers  w'^i be  o\i\i(<:4 \^icgti^^\%\is«% 

D  da  *«^ 
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for  the  {ame  reafon  that  induced  them  fe  k.    Uoii 

fickncfs  will  impair  our  manufaAurcs,  and  the      liaDCian  of  «i 

will  leiTcn  the  revenue. 

They  will  then,  my  Lords  ^"d  that  their  fchcfnct  with  «k 
'profpcAs  of  proht  it  may  now  flatter  them,  was  formed  with  i 
tenfive  views  -,  and  that  it  was  only  the  expedient  of  political  m 
which  facrificed  a  greater  diftant  advantage  to  the  immcdiaii 
£iclion  of  prefcnt  gain.  They  will  find,  that  thcj  have  c« 
the  people  withont  obtaining  any  advantage  by  their  Cfime,  ai 
they  muft  have  rccourfe  to  fome  new  contrivance  by  which  tiw 
errors  may  be  retrieved. 

In  this  diftrefs,  my  Lords,  they  can  only  60  what  indeed  tkr 
fecm  to  dcfi^^n ;  they  can  only  rw-peal  this  act  by  charging  the 
which  it  has  enabled  them  to  contract,  upon  the  finking  tas^ 
that  facrcd  depofit  which  was  (or  a  time  fuppofed  unaLen^bx 
from  which  arofc  all  the  hopes  that  were  fome  times  tormed  b 
Aadon,  of  being  delivered  from  that  load  of  impotls,  which  .: 
not  much  longer  fupport.  I  hey  can  only  give  kcuriiy  tor  it 
ithtf  bydifabling  us  for  ever  from  paymg  the  forn*er. 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  L^j  t  :'-^'.! 
nicious  in  its  immeJ^jtc  2nd  remoter  conrc-quer.v:':^  ,  .:  '.^.1 
corrupt  the  pec^le,  and  dclboy  tuir  trade,  and  .irivr.v.  re-*  .  .: 
that  fund  which  is  approj^ri.itcvl  to  ihr  n\  y\\  ufc!a.  .*!>  i  .:.!.raL  c 
political  purpofcs,  the  gradual  all'.\  i.-.tion  of  the  p;i'  !..  i..' :. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  th.:t  a  bill  of  i\\\\  porttnf  u^  »>  ..',  a  . 
with innumcrahle  mi^chict^,  a:.i!  without  oik  beiK::ti.i'  r.-r-.J-:. -.^ 
be  rejeiied  by  this  Houu,  without  ilvc  form  ot  co'iinwrmcr* .  1 
will  not  be  the  fubjcct  of  a  Jtbate  .i!»\o;i^rt  u*,  w::  iher  wr  ft- 
feat  to  poifon  the  n;!t:on^  :n\d  tii..t  inlicad  of  vni{ui(ijir,  w  ct" 
mcafures  which  are  now  puiAud  bv  the  min'.iVrv  *Hi-r.t  to  S 
ported  at  the  evpencc  ftf  viitur,  traii»|«iMlity  and  traJe,  wr  1 
examine,  whether  thcv  are  not  t'uch  n^  oii :.:?  to  be  opjx.tH  !i 
own  fake,  even  without  the  co.'.f.Jcration  ft  the  immenfc  ij:r.% 
they  apparently  demsnd. 

1  am  indeed  of  opinion,  thst  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  frhem 
not  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  nktiiMi,  and  brltexT  likewife,  that  t'*^ 
yrcry  little  profpedt  of  fuccefs.  I  am  at  lend  convtncf^!,  thi:  : 
n    !age  can  countervail  the  mikhicfs  of  this  detetlable  bill , 
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Ubjt&  perhaps  too  long;  yet  as  I  fpeak  only  from  an  unprcju- 
Ifcgard  to  the  public,  I  hope  if  any  new  arguments  (hall  be  at- 
)ted,  that  I  fliall  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  making  a  reply, 
ord  Bathurst  replied  to  the  following  purport:— My  Lords, 
ibt  not  but  the  noble  Lord  has  delivered  on  tliis  occafion  his  real 
ments,  and  that  in  his  opinion  the  happinefs  of  our  country,  the 
'd  which  ought  always  to  be  paid  to  the  promotion  of  virtue,  re- 
I  that  this  bill  fhould  be  rejected.  I  am  far  from  fufpefting,  that 
an  appearance  of  zeal  can  conceal  any  private  views,  or  that 
pathetic  exclamations  can  proceed  but  from  a  mind  really  affeded 
honcft  anxiety, 

lis  anxiety,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  diffipate  before  It 
een  communicated  to  others ;  for  I  think  it  no  lefs  the  duty  of 
'  man  who  approves  the  public  meafures,  to  vindicate  them  from 
prefentation,  than  of  him.  to  whom  they  appear  pernicious  or 
erous,  to  warn  bis  fellow  fubjefts  of  that  danger. 
my  Lords,  am  one  of  thofe  who  are  convinced,  that  the  biH  now 
e  us,  which  has  been  cenfured  as  fundamentally  wrong,  is  in 
y  fundamentally  right ;  that  the  end  which  is  propofed  by  it  is 
and  the  means  which  are  prefcribed  in  it  will  accomplifh  the 
>fe  for  which  they  were  contrived. 

he  end  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  is  to  diminifc  the  confumption 
Hilled  fpirits,  to  rcdrain  the  populace  of  thcfe  kingdoms  from 
jor  which,  when  ufed  in  exccfs,  has  a  malignity  to  the  laft  de-> 
dangerous,  which  at  once  inebriates  and  poifons,  impairs  the 
of  the  undcrftanding,  and  dcftroys  the  vigour  of  the  body; 
;o  attaio  this,  I  think  it  abfolutely  right  to  Uy  a  tax  upon  tfaefe 

(TS. 

F  the  vice  of  drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  no  man  has  a  flronger 
rrence  than  myfelf ;  of  the  pernicious  confequences  of  thefe 
rs,  which  are  now  chiefly  ufed  by  the  common  people,  no  man 
)re  fully  convinced,  and  therefore  none  can  more  zealoufly  wifli, 
irunkenncfs  may  be  fjppreiled,  and  diftiUed  fpirits  wltlibdd  from 
coplc. 

ic  diforders  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  are  undoubtedly  the 
quences  of  the  prefent  ufe  of  thefe  liquors,  but  thefe  are  not  its 
:  cfFcch.  The  offenders  againft  the  law,  may  by  the  law  be 
times  reclaimed,  and  at  other  times  cut  off;  nor  can  thefe 
tccSf  however  injurious  to  particular  peiforv^)  \ibl  ^xv^  ^^^x.  ^"^.^ 

P  d  3  ^^^ 
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pt^  iwff^  tht  pncnl  hi|i^MA»    Tl 

of  the  life  of  tgipu,.  are  that  idkatft  ani 

)iis  introduced  aoMog  the  cominoQ  poopky  %f  iri^tt 

inuft  be  oMniAedy  andimi  prefent  rifdwa  and  pln^  ^'■F'V 

inimlhed. 

this  pe|Bicioiii  pfacuce^  oijr  Lfovde^  ta drfvoHMfad  vdhv i 
coqU  be  leafonablj  bdieved  by  tfaofe  wliefe  iattnft 
pc  curiofity  induced  theai  to  enquire  iitto  dM  praflipe 
^afiaofmem  It  is  iroU  knotro,  that  ti|i 
jliftingoiflied  by  the  virtues  of  frugality, 
that  they  laboured  hard,  and  fpcnt  little  %  and  were  thtitfatt  j 
pmfidcred  as  an  innocent  and  ufefiil  part  of  the  commuoit;^  i 
imployniiint  and  parfimony  preierved  the 
the  general  infedion  of  vicp  which  fprea 
graders  and  men  of  eftates. 

But  even  diis  abftemious  dafs  of  men^  my  Lonia»  have  of  bi 
hfMsi  their  frugality,  and  fufiered  themfelves  to  be  tempted  b 
JrfUMUJng  liquor;  nor  is  any  thing  i)ow  more  common  than  to  I 
iv  fhofe  hottfes  ill  which  ale,  a  few  years  ago,  was  the  highefr  fk 
Iponury  to  which  diey  afptred,  and  to  fee  thofe  hours  wafted  in  ii 
pttipg  eirtertainmentSy  which  were  formerly  dedicated  wholly  1 
fan  of  their  ferms,  and  the  improvement  of  their  fortunes. 

TlupS)  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  corruption  is  becom 
fpMp  and  therefore  that  Tome  remedy  ought  to  be  attempted 
fUk  I  conceive  any  meafures  more  confident  with  juftke,  or 
}ikdy  to  produce  the  end  intended  by  them,  than  thofe  which  ar 
Hiered  to  your  confideration,  by  which  the  liquor  will  be  made  d 
foo  dear  to  be  laviflily  drank  by  thofe  who  arc  in  moft  danger  of 
k  to  exccft  I  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  retail  it  will  be  diou 
by  the  neceffity  of  taking  a  licence,  and  of  renewing  them  ever 
at  the  feme  expence. 

The  ineficacy,  my  Lords,  of  violent  methods,  and  the  m 
bBlty  of  f  total  deprivation  of  any  enjoyment  which  the  peopk 
by  cuftom  made  femili^r  and  dear  to  them,  fufiUriently  appears 
ibe  evf  nt  of  the  law  which  is  now  to  be  repealed.  It  is  wdl  ki 
that  bj  ^t  law,  the  ufe  of  Ipirituous  liquors  was  prnhihitad 
common  people  i  that  retailers  were  deterred  from  vcodii^  dM 
ibe  >itmoft  cncouraiieqKPt  that  could  be  given  to  talbraicm  aa 
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wen  indlad  bjr  every  art  tkat  couU  be  pra^ied,  and 
panMhcd  widi  die  utnu^  rigour. 
rd  what  was  die  efied,  my  Lords,  of  all  diis  dilig^nGe  and  vigour? 
icoeral  panic  fupprefled,  for  a  few  weeks,  die  prance  of  felling 
prohibited  liquors;  but  in  a  very  (hort  time,  neceffity  forced 
c,  who  had  nodiing  to  lofe,  to  return  to  their  former  trade;  thefe 
m  fuScTtd  femetimes  to  efcape,  becaufe  nodiing  was  to  be  gained 
informing  againft  them,   and  odiers  were  encouraged  by  their 
B^ile  to  imitate  them,  diough  with  tnom  fecrecy  and  caution  ;  of 
fe,  indeed,  many  were  punifhed,  but  many  more  efcaped,  and  fuch 
vere  fined  often  found  the  profit  greater  than  the  lofs. 
rhe  profpeck  of  raifing  money  by  dete^ng  their  pradices,  incited 
ny  to  turn  information  into  a  trade  ;  and  the  fecility  with  which 
crime  was  to  be  proved,  encouraged  ibme  to  gratify  their  malice 
perjury,  and  others  dieir  avarice;  fo  that  the  multitude  of  in-* 
nations  became  a  public  grievance,  andthemagiflrates  themfelvet 
nplained  that  the  law  was  not  to  be  executed, 
rhe  penuries  of  informers  were  now  fo  flagrant  and  common,  that 
people  thought  all  informations  malicious ;  or  at  leail,  diinking 
nfelves  oppreiled  by  the  law,  they  looked  upon  every  man  that 
moted  its  execution,  as  their  enemy ;  and  therefore  now  began  to 
!are  war  ag^iinft  informers,  many  of  whom  they  treated  with  great 
rlty,  and  fome  they  murdered  in  the  ftreets. 
\y  their  obftinacy  they  at  laft  wearied  the  magiftrntes,  and  by 
r  violence  they  intimidated  thofe  who  might  be  inclined  to  make 
overies;  fo  that  the  law,  however  jud  might  be  the  intention 
1  which  it  was  enaftcd,  or  however  fcafonable  the  methods  pre- 
bed  by  it,  has  been  now  for  fome  yc:irs  totally  difufcd  ;  nor  has 
one  been  punifheJ  for  the  violation  of  it,  becaufe  no  man  has 
d  to  offer  informations.     Even  the  vigilance  of  the  magiftrates 
been  obliged  to  connive  at  thefe  offence^:,  nor  has  any  man  been 
id  willing  to  engage  in  a  tafiC,  at  once  odious  and  endlefb,  or  to 
i(h  offences  which  every  day  multiplied,  and  of  which  the  whole 
y  of  the  common  people,  a  body  very  formidable  when  united, 
nniverfally  engaged. 

rhe  praAice,  therefore,  of  vending  and  of  drinking  diftilled  fpirits; 
prevailed  for  fome  time  without  oppofition ;  nor  can  any  man 
rr  a  tavern  or  an  alchoufe,  in  which  they  will  be  denied  him.^  or 
k  9hng  the  Erects  without  being  incited  to  duTvV  ^^m  ^x.  t:t^x>^ 

D  d  4  c^a^tflrt\ 
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corner ;  tititj  h%rt  been  foU  i  nlh  Mkfclfii 

and  fecurity  than  any  other  coi  ' ) 

great  city,  ^U  find  his  way  very  f— ^ ,  ^ 

are  (cUing  thefe  pernicious  liqugn  to  ^  grecdf  PV>liK*b< 
tbofe  whp  have  drank  them  till  i     f  are  ^nMf  to  laovc. 

But  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  ii  ficvcy  of  the  bee  law*  aai  i 
quendy  of  the  neceffity  of  another,  which  nay  noi  be  btaBfi 
^r  fo  violently  refiftcd,  is  given  by  the  peprra  wUch  fie  epi 
table.  From  thcfe  it  appears  that  die  quantity  of  %Rriia  iUSk 
ificreafed  from  year  to  year  to  the  prefent  time  i  aod»  dntte 
drunkennefs  is  become  more  prevalent,  and  the  ffaibns  ftir  rtp 
it  more  urgent  than  ever  before. 

Let  us  ther(;fore  calmly  confider,  my  Lords,  wh::t  cap  i 
eiugenc^  be  done ;  ^^^  <be  people  (hould  be  allowed  tu  poiUMi 
Iblves  and  their  pofierity  without  reftrainc,  is  certainly  not  the 
^  any  good  man ;  and  therefore,  we  arc  now  to  conliJcr  how 
be  prevented.  That  the  people  arc  infected  with  the  vice  oi'dn 
9tt^  that  they  debauch  themfdves  chiefly  with  fpihtuous  > 
and  that  thofe  liquors  are  in  a  high  degree  perniciou>,  ;>  c-. 
i>oth  by  thofe  who  oppofc  the  t^ill,  itnd  thofe  who  defenJ  !t  j*\ 
this  advantage  on  the  p.irt  uf  thofe  that  defend  it,  that  thr >  o 
pofe  a  probable  method  of  reforming  the  abufcs  wh  en  u:c>  «. 
I  know  that  the  warm  rcfchtmcnt  which  fonie  I^r.:«i  hjvc  «  r. 
pccafions  exprcllcd  againft  the  ilii'orucrs  winch  dittii.eu  ii^. 
fuppofed  to  produce,  may  naturally  incline  them  tu  with,  t: 
were  totally  prohibited,  and  that  th:s  UquUprt^  a>  it  \u>  beer. 
were  to  be  extinguifhcd  for  ever. 

Whether  fuch  wiihcs  arc  not  more  ardent  than  rational  ^  r 
their  zeal  againft  the  abufc  of  things,  indiit'ertni  in  thcfru-;. 
not,  as  has  often  happened  in  other  cafes  hurried  them  :i;to 
difcrett  ccnfure  of  the  lawful  ufe,  I  Ihall  not  now  cnqa.re  ^ 
it  is  ru|ierfluoub  to  difpute  about  the  prupiict)  of  racaiurcs  o« 
the  pofTihliity  may  be  juilly  qucftioncd. 

This  lalt  aJt,  my  Lords,  was  of  this  kind ;  the  duties  cA 
by  it  were  fo  high,  that  they  wholly  debarred  the  lower  cialic 
people  from  the  liquor  on  whi^h  they  were  laid  ^  and,  then 
was  found  by  a  very  (bort  expeiiehLC,  that  it  was  impofible 
ferve  it   from  violation ;  that  there  would  be   no  end  of  pc 

thok  who  ofiendcd  agiiofl  a  \  9ai\  ^Qeax  fet^\  .v^  ^x^aiwc«l  tatb 
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I  than  terror.  Thofe  who  have  fuffered  the  penalties  were 
ered  as  perfons  under  unjiift  perfecution,  whom  every  one  was, 
d  hy  the  ties  of  humanity  to  encourage,  reward  and  protect ; 
lofc  who  informed  againft  them  or  encouraged  informations, 
tetefted  as  the  oppreilbrs  of  the  people.  The  law  had,  indeed, 
Eecl,  that  it  debarred,  at  leaft  for  a  (hort  time,  all  thofe  from 
ng  fpirits  who  lived  in  reputation  ;  and,  therefore,  encouraged 

to  vend  them  in  private  places,  where  they  were  mor«  lUcely  to 
nk^to  excefs. 

zing,  therefore,  made  tria)  of  violent  and  fevere  methods,  and 
1  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  full  convid^ion  of  their  inefficacy, 
urely  proper  to  profit  by  our  experience,  by  that  experience 

(hews  us  that  the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  under  its  prefent  dif- 
^cmeiits,  has  every  year  increafed^  and,  therefore,  proves  a^ 
:he  unprontablcnefs  of  the  law  now  in  force,  and  th^  neceffity 
ne  other  by  which  the  fame  purpofes  may  be  more  certainly 
):cd. 
0  reformation  of  a  vice  fo  prevalent,  mud  be  flow  and  gradual  i 

is  not  to  be  hoped,  that  the  whole  bulk  of  the  people  will  at 
be  di veiled  of  their  habits  ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  rational  to 
V  ^'ur  not  wholly  to  debar  them  from  any  thing  in  which,  how- 
bfurdly,  they  place  tneir  happincfs,  but  to  make  the  attainment 
more  and  more  diflicult,  th;it  they  may  infenfibly  remit  their 
r,  and  ceafc  from  their  puri'uit. 
is,  my  Lords,  is  propofed   in  the  prefent  bill,  which  by  the 

which  are  to  be  laid  upon  diftilLd  fpirits  will  raife  the  price  a 
part,  and  as  it  is  reafonable  to  expe^,  hinder  a  third  part  of 
mfumption  *,  for  it  is  obferved,  that  thofe  who  drink  them  kt 
.lits  to  their  exceflcs,  but  indulge  their  appetites  to  the  utmoft 
ir  power  ^  if  he  therefore  who  ufcrd  to  fpend  three-pence  a  day 
rits,  can  now  have  no  more  than  could  formerly  be  bought  for 
xrnce,  he  mud  nccefijrily  content  himfelf  uith  only  two-thirds 

quantity  which  he  has  hitherto  drank ;  and  therefore  muft  by 

thouiih  perhaps  not  by  inclination,  be  Icfs  intemperate, 
s  not  to  he  doubted,  my  Lords,  but  that  fpirits  will,  by  this  ad- 
tal  duty,  be  made  one  third  part  dearer ;  for  it  has  been  hitherto 
red,  that  retailers  levy  upon  the  buyer  twice  the  duty  that  is 
0  the  government,  as  is  every  day  apparent  in  other  commodi-- 
to  that  the .  vcarlv  quantity  of  fpiiits  ¥f\)ibdi  \^  ^iSm^^)  ^x^^^c^ 


tfacie  liquors,  has  been  the  prance  of  n         g  tbcm  io  o 
bjr  perfbns  without  charaAer  ;  monty  %  w 

neither  feared  penalties  nor  inimaiy,  and  offended  agai 
decency  with  equal  fecurity.  But  when  the  cheapnri 
fliiU  make  it  convenient  for  every  man  that  pleafies  to  rr 
a  puUic  manner,  they  will  be  generally  drank  in  boil 
public  oflkers,  obferved  by  the  netgbbouring  inhabitaa 
quented  by  perfons  of  morals  and  civility,  who  will  a 
vour  to  reftniin  all  enormous  excefles,  and  oblige  the  n 
boufcs  to  pay  fome  regard  to  the  laws.  Thofe  wbofe 
too  importunate  to  be  relhrained,  may  now  gratify  ll 
being  tempted  to  enter  into  houfes  of  in£unyt  or  m 
beggars,  or  thieves,  or  profligates;  and  therefiwe,  the 
of  rpirits  fiiould  continue  the  fame,  its  confequences  will 
lince  they  may  be  had  without  the  neceffity  of  aflbi 
wicSccdncfs. 

But,  my  Lordff,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  br  tWi%  bil 
of  retailers,  at  leaft  in  this  city,  where  chcy  are  mot 
fl»y  bo  lefiened.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  reafon  fb 
afe  fold  in  cellars,  and  in  the  ftrcet^,  is  riie  dancer  of  r 
in  other  places  i  and  that  if  they       re  generally  fold  I 
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t  Me  to  purdnfe  %  licence,  even  at  the  cheap  rate  at  which  it 
W  propofed,  and  that  dierefbre  they  will  be  reflndned  from 
kade  by  a  legal  inability ;  for  it  is  not,  my  Liocds,  to  be 
led,  that  they  will  be  defended  with  equal  seal  by  the  poputace, 
the  liquors  may  be  had  without  their  affiftance,  nor  will  in« 
ion  be  equally  in&mous,  when  it  is  not  the  ad  only  of  profli* 
who  purfue  the  pra£Hce  of  it  as  a  trade,  but  of  the  proper 
s  of  every  place  incited  by  the  lawful  renders  of  the  fiunecom* 
es,  or  of  the  venders  themfelves,  who  will  now  be  numerous 
h  to  protect  each  other,  and  whom  their  common  iocereft  will 
againft  clandeftine  dealers. 

t  price  of  licences,  therefore,  appears  to  me  very  happily  ad* 
:  had  it  been  greater  there  would  not  have  been  a  fufficient 
tv  of  lawful  retailers  to  put  a  ftop  tp  clandeftine  fellers ;  and  if 
;  lower,  every  petty  dealer  in  this  commodity  might,  by  pre* 
g  to  keep  an  alehoufe,  continue  the  prance  of  affording  an 
ir  to  thieves,  and  of  propagating  debauchery* 
is,  my  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  bill  will  leflen  the  con- 
on  of  thefe  deftrudive  fpirits,  certainly  in  a  great  degree,  by 
;  the  price,  and  probably  by  transferring  the  trade  of  felling 
nto  more  reputable  hands.  What  more  can  be  done  by  human 
«•  induftry  I  do  not  conceive.  To  prohibit  the  ufe  of  them  is 
ibie,  to  raife  the  price  of  them  to  the  fame  height  with  that  of 
1  fpirits,  is  indeed  pra6ticable,  but  furely  at  this  time  00 
e  piethod  ^  for  fo  general  is  this  kind  of  debauchery,  that  no 

of  expence  would  entirely  fupprefs  it ;  and  as  foreign  fpirits, 
f  were  to  be  fold  at  the  fame  price,  would  always  be  preferred 

own,  we  fhould  only  fend  into  other  nations  that  money  which 
irculates  among  ourfelves,  and  impoverifh  the  people  without 
ting  them. 

:  regulation  provided  by  the  bill  before  us  is  therefore,  in  my 
n,  the  moft  likely  method  for  recovering  the  antient  induftry 
bricty  of  the  common  people  ;  and,  my  Lords,  I  (hall  approve 
experience  has  fhewn  it  to  be  dcfedive.     I  ihall  approve  it  not 

view  of  obtaining  or  fecuring  the  favour  of  any  of  thofe  who 
e  thought  to  intereft  themfelves  in  its  fuccefs,  but  becaufe  I 
me  new  law  for  this  purpofe  indifpenfably  neceiiary,  and  be- 
bat  no  better  cap  be  contrived, 
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We  are  now,  my  L<      »  to  c  Ae  f^tkami 

cocnmon  people.     We  a     en  i  rcferm  m  vi 

univerial ;  a  vice  which,  h       ^  _.*  i     r  ^  is  now  ao  1 

proachfuK    We  have  tried  t      force  of  violent  nwdiodi  i 
them  unfuccefsful ;   we  are  now  tbercfoie  to  ucac  the 
children,  with  a  kind  of  artful  indulgence*  and  to  take  ii 
fecretly  and  by  diegrces  what  cannot  be  wholly  dnial  dhoi 
exafperatiog  them  almoft  to  rebellion. 

This  is  the  firft  attempt,  and  by  this»  if  one  third  of  the 
tion  be  diminiihed,  we  may  next  year  doubk  the  duty,  ad 
augmentation  of  the  price  take  away  another  third,  and 
then  be  drank,  will  perhaps  by  the  ftrideft  moraliftt  be  i 
be  rather  beneficial  than  hurtful. 

By  this  gradual  procedure,  we  (hall  give  thofe,  who  h 
tomed  themfelves  to  this  liquor,  time  to  reclaim  their  app 
tbofe  that  live  by  diftilling,  opportunities  of  engaging  in  d 
employment ;  we  (hall  remove  the  diftemper  of  the  publ 
any  painful  remedies,  and  (hall  reform  the  people  infenfih 
exafperating  or  pcrfccuting  them* 

The  Bifiiop  of  Oxford  fpoke  to  the  following  purp 
Lords,  As  1  am  not  yet  convinced  of  the  expedience  of  th 
before  u^^,  nor  CAt\  difcpver  any  reafon  for  believing,  that  i 
tiges  will  countervail  the  mifchiefs  which  it  will  produce, 
my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  (hall  oppoic  it  as  dcftruclivc  to  r 
contrary  to  the  inviolable  rules  of  religion. 

It  appears  to  nu^  my  Lord^,  that  the  libcrtr  i*(  fellii 
which  are  allowed  to  be  equallv  injurious  to  health  and  %. 
by  this  law  become  general  and  boundleis ;  and  I  can  d: 
r.afon  for  doubting,  that  the  purchafcrs  will  be  mulcipli 
crcafingthe  numbers  of  the  venders,  and  the  increafr  oi  i 
diflilled  fpirits,  and  the  propagation  of  all  kinds  of  wick< 
the  fame ;  I  muft  conclude  that  bill  to  be  deitructive  to  the 
uhich  the  f^le  of  fpirits  will  be  incrcafed. 

It  has  been  urged  that  other  more  vigorous  tncthcxis 
tried,  and  that  they  are  now  to  be  laid  afide,  becaufe  cxpe) 
(hewn  them  to  be  ineffectual,  becaufe  the  people  unanimoui 
the  privilege  of  debauchery,  oppofcd  the  rxccutlon  of  ju 
porfued  thok  with  the  utmoft  malice  that  offered  infomaatic 
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I  tfaink,  my  Lords,  that  government  approaching  to  its 
,  that  was  reduced  to  fubmit  its  decrees  to  their  judgment 
tiefly  accufed  of  the  abufe  of  thefe  liquors ;  for  furely  when 

the  moft  corrupt  prt  of  the  people,  have  obtained  fuch  a 
ifluence^  as  to  dictate  to  the  legiflature  thofe  laws  by  which 
:  to  be  governed,  all  fubordination  is  at  an  end. 
ty  Lords,  I  hope,  I  (hall  never  fee  the  ftate  of  my  own 

hope  I  (hall  never  fee  the  government  without  authority 
obedience  to  the  laws,  nor  have  I,  indeed,  feen  any  fuch 
>n  this  occalion :  the  oppofition  that  was  made,  and  the 
that  was  excited,  were  no  greater  than  might  be  reafon* 
ed,  when  the  vice  which  was  to  be  reformed  was  fo  cnor- 
dominant,  nor  was  the  cfftSt  of  the  law  lefs  than  any  one 
w  fuch  oppofition  might  reafonably  have  conceived. 
:ity  alone  there  were,  before  the  commencement  of  that 
1  bundled  large  (bops,  in  which  no  other  trade  was  carried 
t  of  retailing  thefe  pernicious  liquors  ;  in  which  no  tempta-> 
auchery  was  forgotten ;  and,  what  cannot  be  mentioned 
rror,  back  rooms  and  fecret  places  were  contrived  for  rc- 
f  thofe  who  had  drank,  till  they  had  loft  their  reafon  and 
> ;  there  they  were  crowded  together  till  they  recovered 
ficient  to  go  away,  or  drink  more. 

ftllential  (hops,  thefe  ftore-houfes  of  mifchief,  will,  upox^ 
igement  which  this  law  will  give  them,  be  fct  open  again  j 
ions  will  be  hung  out  to  catch  the  eyes  of  paflcngcrs,  who 
>e  enticed  with  promifes  of  being  made  drunk  for  a  penny, 
iniverfal  debauchery  and  a(loni(hing  licentioufnefs  which 
on  to  the  former  a6t  will  return  upon  us. 
ittle  purpofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  licences  for  felling  dif- 

are  to  be  granted  only  to  thofe  who  profefs  to  keep  hoiife^ 
of  other  liquors,  fiiice  nothing  will  be  more  eafy  than  to 
►art  of  the  law.  Whoever  is  inclined  to  open  a  (hop  for 
'  fpirits,  may  take  a  licence  for  felling  ale  ;  and  the  lale  of 
>f  more  innocent  liquors  in  a  year  will  entitle  to  difpenfe 

impunity,  and  to  contribute  without  controul  to  the  cor- 
nankind. 

ifefled,  that  fince  this  law  was  made,  thefe  liquors  have 
nly  at  corners  of  the  fireets,  in  petty  (hops,  and  in  private 
i  ibertforc  it  muft  be  allowed^  that  *\l  ^^  c^s£>i\cv^n»^ 


lutt  bcffcilbd,  it  hu  at  kaft  imam 
fide  bad  been  penntttedi  fcr  ihe 
veftratnt,  and  eftry  reftrabu  OMftoi 
tice,  fince  tbofe  that  feDovrit  udir 
i^goroully,  if  tbat  reftiaint  were  lake] 
totally  hindeted,  would  at  leaft  be  a 
Ubertji  and  where  the  temptation  it 
babiy  be  overcome  by  it. 

But»  my  Lords,  however  the  law 
been  duded  and  defied,  however  dmnlrmneft 
protefied  by  die  inlblence  which  it  prodnoca, 
ftehared  by  the  multitiides  of^^fenders  I  am 

it  has  in  many  parts  retcued  tht  people  from  the  mifai 
baochery,  and  only  £ulcd  in  others  by  the  negligence  m 
whom  the  execution  of  it  was  committed* 

N^gendy  and  fiundy  as  it  was  eaKcuted,  it  did  in  ei 
nnny  from  purfuing  this  deftniAive  kind  of  trade ;  and  e 
■mrftr^*^  idelf,  almoft  a  total  ftop  was  for  a  time  p«t  to 
%irits ;  and  had  the  magiftratet  performed  their  du^  with 
and  fcfolutiony  it  is  prohaUe,  that  no  plea  would  have  an 
vour  of  this  bin  from  the  inefficacy  of  the  bft. 

I  cannot  indeed  deny,  that  the  multitude  of  folfe  iafor 
niflied  the  magiftratet  with  a  very  ijpecious  pretence  far  lela 
vigilance ;  but  it  was  only,  my  Lords,  a  fprctotts  praan 
warrantable  reafon  1  for  the  (ame  diligence  flmuld  have  bei 
puniOi  £dfe  informers  as  dandeftine  retailen ;  the  traders 
and  in  peijury  fhould  have  been  both  purfued  with  inccdiu 
thefword  oTjuftice  ihould  have  been  drawn  againft  them,  1 
it  have  been  laid  afide,  till  either  fpecics  of  wickedoeft 
exterounaced  • 

In  the  execution  of  this,  as  of  other  penal  laws,  my  Lor 
be  always  poiSble  for  the  judge  to  be  miOed  by  blk  telUsm 
diirefore  the  argument  vrhich  hik  informations  fumiib  wm 
againft  every  other  taw,  irhere  information  is  encourageii. 
Ix>rdi,  it  has  been  long  the  pradici 
CodeteAeach  other  ^  and  when  any  enormous  crime  is 
prodaim  at  once  pardon  and  rewards  to  him  tbat  lllal  4il 
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ho  inconveniencies  have  ariien  from  it,  that  can  reaibnabl/ 

fl 

is  to  lay  it  afide. 
nary  may  in  the  execution  of  diis  law  be  deteAed  by  the  (ame 
as  on  other  occafions^  and  whenever  it  is  dete£ted,  ought  to 
ifly  punilhed ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  in  a  (hort  time  the 
ies  and  inconveniefuies  which  are  aflerted  in  the  preamble  of 
II  to  have  attended  the  putting  the  late  aSi  in  execution^  would 
JjlHj  have  vaniihed ;  the  number  of  delinquents  would  have  been 
|»  day  leilened,  and  the  virtue  and  induftry  of  the  nation  would 
|il  been  reftored. 

^  ia  not  indeed  aflerted,  that  the  execution  of  the  late  a6l  was 
Ipfible,  but  that  it  was  attended  with  difficulties ;  and  when,  my 
IJby  was  any  defign  of  great  importance  eSefbd  without  difficult 
^1  It  is  difficult,  without  doubt,  to  reftrain  a  nation  from  vice, 
|to  reform  a  nation  already  corrupted,  is  ftill  more  difficult.  But 
bodi,  however  difficult,  are  neceflary,  it  is  the  duty  of  Govern- 
pit  to  endeavour  them,  till  it  (hall  appear  th^t  no  endeavours  can 
^esed* 

for  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  eafily  perfuaded  to  believe  diat 
■iffiieis  will  fuccecd,  where  affiduity  has  failed ;  and  therefore  if 
pe  true,  as  is  fuppofed  in  the  preamble,  that  the  former  a^  was 
tSeAual  by  dny  defers  in  itfelf,  I  cannot  conceive  that  this  will 
|nte  with  greater  force.  I  cannot  imagine  that  appetites  will  be 
Hkned  by  leflening  the  danger  of  gratifying  them,  or  that  men 
IM>  will  break  down  the  fences  of  the  law  to  pofTefs  themfelves  of 
lit  long  habits  have,  in  their  opinion,  made  neceflary  to  them,  will 
|lc&  ic^  merely  becaufe  it  is  laid  in  their  way. 
With  regard  to  this  a6l,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  enquired,  whether 
is  likely  to  be  executed  with  more  diligence  than  the  former,  and 
lether  the  fame  obflaclcs  may  not  equally  obftru^  the  execution 
both. 

The  great  difficulty  of  the  former  method,  a  method  certainly  ia 
M  reafonable  and  efficacious,  arofe  from  the  neceffity  of  receiving 
brmations  front  the  meanefl  and  moft  profligate  of  the  people, 
10  were  often  tempted  to  lay  hold  of  the  opportunities  which  tha^ 
r  put  into  their  hands,  of  relieving  their  wants,  or  gratifying 
ir  relentment ;  and  very  frequently  intimidated  the  innocent  by 
cats  of  accu(ations,  which  were  not  eaflly  to  be  confuted.  They 
se  tbercfore  equally  dangerous  to  thofe  tkot  o^>e^t^  ^<^  -iS^-^cc^^ 
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to  diofe  that  dHinegardcd  it ;  n 

execution^  and  raifed  proTccuti^  k 

noochcr  crime  than  that  of  _  ■ 

An  abufe  fe  notorious,  my  L  w&^  prodttoed  b  gcaeuldM 
of  all  informen,  or  at  lead  comruntd  with  other CBofta  u\ 
it}  and  that  deteftation  becai  t  fo  prrvaknt  in  iko 
populace,  that  at  laft  it  becai  to  the  higheft  dfcgfce 
attempt  the  conviAion  of  thole,  who^  io  the  moft 
temptuous  manner,  every  day  violated  die  laws  of  their 
in  time  the  retailers  trufting  to  the  protedioa  of  the  people,  I 
all  cautions,  at  lead  in  this  great  city,  and  profecuted  ihdi 
pradice  with  the  utmoft  fecurity. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  the  chief  £ffic$ltf  and  imimtwmUwa 
difcovcred  in  the  law  which  is  now  to  be  repealed,     llwi 
execution  obftruAed,   and  the  proviliont  enaded  by  it  iri 
fc^al.    I'his  defcA  therefore  ought  to  be  chiefly  regaidej 
new  regulations.     But  what  fecurities,  roy  Ixmk,   are 
againft  the  fame  evil  in  the  bill  before  us  ?  Or  why  fliould 
gine  that  this  law  will  be  executed  with  left  oppoGtioo  than 
Tlie  informers  will  undoubtedly  be  of  the  fame  clafe  as  bcim 
are  ftill  to  be  incited  by  a  reward ;  and  therefore  it  mat 
fonably  feared,  that  they  will  ad  upon  the  fame  motives,  an^ 
iecuted  with  the  fame  fury. 

To  obviate  this  inconvenience  appears  to  me  very  eafv, 
verting  the  duty  upon  licences  to  a  large  duty  upon  the  In 
be  paid  by  the  diftiller ;   the  payment  of  which  will  be 
enaded  by  proper  officers,  who,  though  their  emplo)-ment  \% 
reputable,  purfue  it  at  leaft  without  any  pcrfonal  dan^r «  : 
inform  their  fuperiors  of  any  attempts  to  dcfrnuJ  the  ic%cni 
out  being  cenfurcd  as  officious  ur  revengeful,   and   there 
without  any  terrors  to  hinder  them  from  their  duty. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  indeed,  that  the  price  of  a  licence  m 
fmall,  that  none  who  are  iiKlined  to  deal  in  fpirits,  wtli  m 
fecure  themfeives  from  punifliment  and  vexation  by  prom 
and  that  no  man  will  (ubjed  himfelf  to  the  malice  of  a  proA 
carrying  on  an  illicit  trade,  which  the  annual  expene^  «i 
ftillings  will  make  legal. 

If  this  argument  be  juft,  my  LorJs,  and  to  the  gfCBcd 
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n  the  confumptTon  of  diftillcd  liquors  ? — It  is  confefled  that 
hinder  nobody  from  felling  them  ;  and  it  has  been  found  by 
ience,  that  nothing  can  reftrain  the  people  from  buying  them^ 
^uch  laws  as  hinder  them  from  being  fold. 

is  plea,  therefore,  by  removing  an  objcftion  to  a  particular 
will  ftrengthen  the  great  argument  againft  the  tenor  of  the 
that  inftead  of  Icflening,  it  will  increafe  the  confumption  of 
liquors  which  arc  allowed  to  be  deftruftive  to  the  people,  to 
ble  the  body,  and  to  vitiate  the  minds,  and  confcquently  to  im- 
the  {Irength  and  commerce  of  the  nation,  ajid  to  dcftroy  the 
inefs  and  fecurity  of  life. 
"That  tiic  cheapnefs  of  licences  will  induce  multitudes  to  buy 
,  miiV  be  expedcd ;  but  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  every  one  will 
to  fell  fpirits  without  a  licence  ;  for  they  are,  as  I  am  informed, 
every  hour  in  the  ftrects  by  thofe  to  whom  twenty  (hillings 
a  very  large  fum,  and  who  therefore  will  not,  or  cannot  pur- 
a  licence.  Thefc  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  detected  znA  pu- 
but  there  is  no  proviiion  made  for  difcovering  them,  but 
has  been  found  already  to  be  incffccturJ. 
It  appears  therefore,  my  Lord*^,  that  this  bill  will  increafe  the  num- 
of  lawful  retailers,  without  diminifliing  that  of  private  dealers  ; 
that  the  opportunities  of  debauchery  will  be  multiplied,  in  pro- 
ion  to  the  number;:  who  (hall  take  licences. 
^  There  is  another  fallacy  by  which  the  duties  upon  diftillcd  liquors 
ive  been  hitherto  avoided,  and  which  will  ftill  make  this  bill  equally 
kfs  as  the  former,  for  the  ends  which  arc  to  be  promoted  by  it. 
It  is  expeSed,  my  Lords,  by  thofe  who  purchafe  fpirits  from  the 
illers,  that  they  (hould  be  of  a  certain  degree  of  ilrength  which 
y  call  proof:  if  they  are  of  a  lower  degree,  their  price  is  dimi- 
fliflied;  and  if  of  a  higher,  it  is  raifed  proportionally;  bccaufe  if  the 
ipirits  exceed  the  degree  of  (Irength  required,  they  may  be  mixed 
#ith  other  liquors  of  little  value,  and  (till  be  fold  to  the  drinker  at 
the  common  price. 

It  is  therefore  the  praftice  of  the  di  ft  illers  to  give  their  fpirit^ 
thrice  the  degree  of  ilrength  required,  by  which  contrivance,  though 
they  pay  only  the  duty  of  one  pint,  they  fell  their  liquors  at  the 
price  of  three  \  becau(e  it  may  be  increafcd  to  thrice  the  quantity 
diftilled,  and  yet  retain  fufficient  ftrength  to  promote  the  purpofcs  of 
wickedncfs. 
Vql.U.  E  c  'Ytis 
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This  praAice,  oiy  Lords,  flmuU  be  like  ;  obviaitdi  k 
one  gallon,  after  having  paid  the  prdent  itjvbidb  •!■ 

it,  may  be  multiplied  to  three,  the  addi  iricc  will,  is  ri 

quantities  which  are  ufually  demanded,  beoome  im|HfccptMt 

But  tu  (hew  yet  further  the  incflkacy  of  thii  bilU  kt  «  ) 
what  will  not  be  found  by  cxper  enoe,  that  m  halfpenny  ii  a 
the  price  of  every  pint,  it  will  yet  be  very  pnAkable  to  1 
dninkenncfs  for  a  penoy,  fince  a  very  liiiall  quantity  of  tbeit 
liquors  is  fufficient  to  intoxicate  thofe  who  have  not  been  ha 
to  tlic  ufe  of  them ;  who  though  their  reformation  is  Mid 
to  be  defired,  do  not  To  much  demand  the  care  of  the  legiiL 
thofe  who  are  yet  untainted  with  this  pernicious  prailice,  j 
may,  perhaps,  by  the  frequency  of  tenpution,  and  the  pci 
of  example,  be  induced  in  time  to  tafle  thefe  execrabk  bqui 
pcrifh  in  their  iirft  efiays  of  debauchery*  For  fuch  is  the  q 
thefe  (pints,  that  they  are  fometimes  fatal  to  thofe  »ho  iad 
venture  upon  them  without  caution,  and  whole  fiomack  k 
been  prepared  for  large  draughts,  by  proper  gradations  of  i 
ranee ;  a  fingle  fpoonful  has  been  found  fufficient  to  hurry  v 
dren  to  the  grave* 

It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  thofe  whole  flat:on«  * 
ployments  make  it  their  duty  to  fuperintend  the  conti^J 
fellow-fubjects,  ought  to  contrive  fome  other  law  oo  this  o 
ou^ht  to  endeavour  to  rcfcue  the  common  people  from  the 
tion  which  is  become  i;?neral  a.nongft  them,  and  to  wittihi 
them  the  means  of  wickcdnefs.  Hut  inflead  of  compln 
their  prejudices,  aiid  flattering  their  appetites,  they  (hould  ea 
authority  with  which  tiicy  ate  intruded  in  a  fleady  and  reft. 
pofition  to  prcJomin.int  vices;  and  without  ha\ing  rrc 
gentle  arts  and  temporizing  expedients,  fnatch  out  of  the 
at  once  thole  iulhumtnts  which  are  only  of  ufe  for  crimi 
pofcs,  and  uice  from  their  mouths  that  draught  with  which, 
delicious  it  nuy  fecm,  they  potion  at  once  themiclvcs  ai 
poOtrity. 

I'he  only  argument  which  can  be  oflfered  in  defence  of 

is  the  neceifity  of  fupporting  the  expcnces  of  the  war,  aod 

ficulty  of  railing  money  by  any  other  method.    The  neccCt 

war,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  about  to  call  in  qucfhon,  oor  1 

conHBtnt  with  mv  cVvai^ci  V)  cKas\\ofe  1^  ^oRd^MaA  voL^hac 
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plh  carried  on;  but  this  I  can  boldly  aflert,  that  however  juft^ 
cr  neceflary,  however  prudently  profccuted,  and  however  fuc- 
iilly  concluded,  it  can  produce  no  advantages  equivalent  to  the 
tional  fobriety  and  induftry,  and  am  certain  that  no  public  ad- 
Btage  ought  to  be  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  public  virtue. 
Sut,  oiy  Lords,  I  hope  we  are  not  yet  reduced  to  the  unhappy 
hoice  either  of  corrupting  our  people,  or  fubmitting  to  our  ene-r 
ics  I  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  fupplies  may  be  obtained  by  methods 
B  pernicious  to  the  public,  and  that  funds  fufficient  for  the  pre- 
wtt  occafion  may  be  eftabliihed  without  a  legal  eftablifhment  of 
iinkennefs. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  we  (hall  not  fufFcr  our  endeavours  to  be 
fefflcd  by  the  obflinacy  of  drunkards ;  and  that  we  fhall  not  dcfift 
^imi  endeavouring  the  recovery  of  the  nation  from  this  hateful  vice, 
ecaufe  our  firft  attempt  has  failed,  fmce  it  failed  only  by  the  negli- 
jfaice  or  the  cowardice  of  thofe  whofe  duty  required  them  to  pro- 
tece  the  execution  of  a  juft  law. 

Againft  the  bill  now  before  us  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  de*» 
3are,  as  it  appears  to  me  oppofite  to  every  principle  of  virtue,  and 
srery  juft  purpofe  of  government ;  and  therefore,  though  I  h|ve  en- 
pofled  fo  much  of  your  time  in  fpeaking  on  a  fubjefl  with  which  it 
eannot  reafonably  be  expelled  that  I  fhould  be  well  acquainted,  I 
hope  I  (hall  eafily  be  pardoned  by  your  Lordfhips,  fince  I  have  no 
private  views  either  of  intereft  or  refentment  to  promote,  and  have 
poken  only  what  my  confcience  dilates,  and  my  duty  requires. 

Lord  Talbot  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purport: 
^My  Lords,  I  am  afhamed  that  there  fhould  be  any  neceflity  of 
ippofing  in  this  AiTembly  a  bill  like  that  which  is  now  before  us ;  a 
nil  crowded  with  abfurdities,  which  no  ftrcngth  of  eloquence  can 
aeaggerate,  nor  any  force  of  rcafon  make  more  evident. 

This  bill,  my  Lords,  is  however  the  firft  proof  that  our  new  mi- 
ttfters  have  given  of  their  capacity  for  the  taik  which  they  have  un- 
lertaken ;  this  is  a  fpecimen  of  their  fagacity,  and  is  defigncd  by 
hem  as  an  inftance  of  the  gentle  methods  by  which  the  expences  of 
he  government  are  hereafter  to  be  levied  upon  the  people.  The 
lation  fball  no  longer  fee  its  manufaftures  fubje£led  to  impofts,  nor 
he  fruits  of  induftry  taken  from  the  laborious  artificer ;  but  drunken- 
yeh  {hall  hereafter  fupply  what  has  hitherto  been  paid  by  diligence 
Bid  trzBci  the  rcAraints  of  vice  (hall  be  u\l<:u  vmcj^  iSpi't  \i-5rAvi\^ 

E  c  a  ^ 
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of  virtut  and  rdigioa  bi 
overfpread  tbe  land^  that  the  C 
executed* 

WhtLt  are  the  projeas,  my  Lo  Is^  fhat  «t  to  W  ffaiitl 
means,  it  is  not  my  pcercni  pur|  A  toMquifc:  k  is  not  mi 
to  add  any  aggravations  to  the  ]  ifeni  dnrge^  or  to  ttammm 
has  been  the  farmer  conduA,  or  rfaac  will  be  the  fiMnse  aSi 
Amhi  who  lie  open  by  their  pr  t  propoU  to  the  OMft  m 
accufations ;  who  are  publicly  <  leavonring  ths  fvopagiaM  < 
moft  pernicious  of  all  vi<  o  aiv  hying  foifini  in  Aa  i 

their  countrymen,  poifon  by  i  not  only  die  body*  bnt  the 

is  contaminated ;  who  are  a  ng  to  eftabiifli  by  a  law  a  p 

produSivc  of  all  tbe  mifc:  bich  hnman  nauirc  is  incat 

practice  which  will  at  once  i  difealca  and  feditioii»  and  pi 

beggary  and  rebellion. 

This,  my  Lords  is  the  expedient  by  which  tbe  acutenefr 
miniftry  pvopofes  to  raife  the  fupplies  of  the  prefem  ycart  \ 
this  they  hope  to  convince  the  nation  that  they  are  qualified 
high  trufts  to  which  they  are  advanced ;  and  that  they  om 
exaltation  only  to  the  fuperiority  of  their  abilities,  the  extent 
knowledge,  and  the  maturity  of  their  experience :  by  this  i 
ftroke  of  policy  they  hope  to  lay  for  their  authority  a  fii 
durable  foundation,  and  to  poflcfs  themfdves,  by  this  hapf 
tiivancc,  at  once  of  the  confidence  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
tions  of  the  people. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  fo  little  convinced  of  their  ahd-.tk 
amldft  all  the  exultation  which  this  new  (chemc  produces, 
venture  to  predict  the  decline  of  their  influence,  and  to  fix 
riod  of  their  greatnefs  i  for  I  am  perfuaded,  that  notwithflxfii 
readincfs  with  which  the)  have  hitherto  facrifkcd  the  intercft 
country,  notwithnanJing  the  dcfpcr ate  precipitation  with  wfai 
have  blindly  engaged  in  the  moft  dangerous  mcafLrt*,  thry  t 
be  able  to  cuniinuc  a  year  in  their  (ircfent  ttatitin^. 

I'hc  bi!l  now  under  our  conCdcration,  my  Lord>,  will  undc 
make  all  thofc  their  enemies  whum  it  does  not  corrupt.  f«: 
can  We  expected  from  it,  but  uni\crt;I  difortler  and  boundkis  i 
ncfi  ?  W  ickcdncfs  made  iiiUilent  by  Ute  protection  oi  the  fa 
dilbrdcr  promoted  by  all  thofe  whofc  wealth  is  iocicaloi  by 
rrcai<r  of  the  revenues  oi  th«  VjOKxttttsuct^ 
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h  been  urged,  my  Lords,  in  defence  of  this  bill,  that  it  was 
ry  to  raife  money,  and  that  money  could  only  be  raifed  by 
Ing  the  confumption  of  diftilled  fpirits,  it  would  have  been 
It  that  it  was  well  calculated  to  promote  the  purpofes  ia- 
;  but  furely,  to  affert  that  it  will  obfttudl  the  ufe  of  thcfe 
,  is  to  difcovcr  a  degree  either  of  ignorance,  of  effrontery,  or 
,  by  which  few  ftatefmen  have  been  hitherto  diftinguifhed. 
'e  receive  without  examination  the  eftimates  which  have  been 
wn,  and  allow  the  duty  to  rife  as  high  as  thofe  by  whom  it 
c6^ed  have  ventured  to  aflert,  the  price  of  thefe  liquors  can 
:d  but  a  halfpenny  a  pint ;  and  there  are  few,  even  among  the 

of  thofe  who  indulge  themielves  in  this  fatal  luxury,  whom 
nt  of  a  fmgle  halfpenny  can  oftcnxJebar  from  it. 

though  thefe  accurate  calculators  (hould  infift  that  men  may 
nes  be  compelled  to  fobriety  by  this  addition  to  the  expence 
ig  drunk,  yet  how  far  will  this  reftraint  be  found  from  being 
ent  to  the  new  temptation,  which  will  be  thrown  into  the 

thoufands,  yet  uncorrupted,  by  the  multitude  of  new  (hops 
ill  be  opened  for  the  diftribution  of  poifon,  and  the  fccurity 
debauchery  will  obtain  from  the  countenance  of  the  legif» 

It  will  be  the  confequences  of  any  encouragement  given  to  a 
ready  almoft  irrefiftibly  prevalent,  I  cannot  determine ;  but 
lothing  is  too  difmal  to  be  expedled  from  univerfal  drunken- 
om  a  general  depravity  of  all  the  moft  ufcful  part  of  man* 
Tom  an  epidemical  fury  of  debauchery,  and  an  unbounded 
ion  from  rcftraint. 

r  little  any  encouragement  is  wanting  to  promote  the  con- 
m  of  thofe  execrable  liquors,  how  much  it  concerns  every 
ho  has  been  informed  of  their  quality,  and  who  has  (ben  their 
icn'ces,  to  oppofe  the  ufe  of  them  with  his  utmoft  influence, 
from  the  enormous  quantity  which  the  ilills  of  t^iis  nation 
y  produce. 

number  of  gallons  which  appears  from  the  accounts  on  the 
»  have  been  confumed  laft  year,  is  feven  millions ;  a  quan- 
icient  to  deftroy  the  health,  interrupt  the  labour,  and  deprave 
rals  of  a  very  great  part  of  the  nation ;  a  quantity  which,  if 
iffered  to  continue  undiminifhed,  will,  even  without  any  legal 
igement  of  its  ufe^  in  a  fiiort  ticac  dc&to^  \2cv^  Vik^vcal^^^ 

E  c  3  ^^ 
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flie  poUIc ;  and  bjr  cfiaa 

of  inanufaciurcrs  aod  I'Xhucrs,  tjaod 

Inftesui  therefore  of  promoung  a  :  fb  r  rkkndy 

Co  focxetv^  let  us  oppafe  it  with  kc  moft  vigorovs  ciofiBi 
begin  our  oppoficicn  by  rejccling  is  bill,  zni  chca  coa&der,  « 
the  execution  of  the  former  law  lall  be  cnfbfccd,  or  vbetk 
tber  more  efficacious  can  be  formed. 

Lord  CHoLMOSDCt£Y  then  fpoke  to  the  foUowing  rfivfl 
Lords,  Though  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right  of  crcrj  pcriiati 
Aficmbly  to  utter  his  icntiments  iith  freedom,  jet  fiuvly  d 
ought  to  rcftx^n  us  from  vi  ic,  and  jiitticc  frooi  andcicn 
proaches  ;  we  ought  aot  to  c  c  any  condufl  with  o>orc  i 
than  it  defcrves,  nor  condcn  anj  man  far  pradices  of  whac 
innocent. 

This  rule,  which  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  be  controfrrtcd,  has 
mj  cpinion  been  very  carefully  obferved  in  this  debate ;  Ibi 
nothing  is  more  unjuft  than  to  allert  or  iniinuate  that  ika  G 
mcnt  has  looked  idly  upon  the  advances  of  dehaachcry,  or  ki 
fered  drunkennefs  to  prevail  without  oppofition. 

Of  the  care  wcr.  vhich  this  liccntioufiieis  has  been  oppo^ 
other  proof  can  be  required,  than  the  laws  which  have  in  d 
lent  reign  been  made  a^ainft  it.  Soon  after  the  fuccefioo 
Majefty,  the  ufc  of  compound  fpirits  was  prohibited ;  but  :i 
being  eluded  by  fubi^icuting  liquuis  (o  drawn,  as  no:  to  be  i:\ 
in  the  (lacutes,  it  was  foon  after  repealed ;  and  the  people  wen 
lime,  in«iced,  fufTercd  to  urink  diftillcd  liquors  u.thoct  re 
becaufe  a  proper  mctiiod  of  rciUatnin^  them  was  not  c^:.  r 
found. 

How  difiiwult  it  was  to  contrive  means  by  which  this  \  .^.c 
fafely  be  picventcd,  appeared  more  plainly  iIkui  ^iterwaros 
tiic  outrageous  liccntioufncfs  of  the  |:(*puijce  maoc  it  ncvci 
co.iKivc  fi.rnc  new  law  by  which  tlic  ufc  cif  that  liquor  n-- 
jirolt  biteJ,  to  wi:;ch  io  much  mlolciurc,  ivlicncK  aitd  dtU^w 
Vi::''  imputed. 

Tlij  law  which  it  is  now  propf^Tcd  to  repeal,  wa<  thrn  ? r 
prtmoud  l»y  thole  who  were  then  moll  diitipgLilhcd  lor  t.*u 
Cue  and  their  piudencc.  Every  man  who  bad  any  rr-^ard  i 
bappinefs  of  the  public^  w.is  alarmed  at  the  inundation  ol  I  cc 
nefi  thdt  o\erf.<Jwcd  i\V;^  o\>|,  ^i\&  V^xtv  vo  vv\\.^d  uCU  to  i 
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parts  of  die  kingdom ;  and  it  was  determined  that  nothing 

»  total  prohibition  of  diftilled  liquors  could  preferve  the  peace, 

reftore  die  virtue  of  the  nation* 

law  was  therefore  made,  which  prohibited  the  retail  of  diftilled 
■its  ;  and  it  was  expeded  that  the  people  would  immediately  re- 
nt to  the  ufe  of  more  innocent  and  healthful  liquors,  and  that  the 
r«r  art  of  fudden  intoxication  would  be  wholly  fupprefledj  but 
Ml  how  little  knowledge  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  nation  this  hope 
ms  formed,  the  event  quickly  difcovcred ;  for  no  fooner  was  the 
ivling  liquor  withheld,  than  a  general  murmur  was  raifed  over  all 
of  this  great  city,  and  all  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  tefti- 
their  difconte^t  in  the  moft  open  manner.  Multitudes  were 
^mediately  tempted  by  the  profpedi  of  uncommon  gain,  to  retail 
Mi  prohibited  liquors  *,  of  thefe  many  were  detected,  and  many  pu- 
Bflied ;  and  the  trade  of  information  was  fo  lucrative,  and  fo  dofely 
pBowtd,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  the  law  would  produce  the 
■bfi  expeded  from  it,  and  that  the  moft  obftinate  retailers  would, 
^  repeated  profecutions,  be  difcouraged  from  the  praAice. 
*'  Bat  no  fooner  did  the  people  find  their  favourite  gratification  in 
Mri  danger,  than  they  unanimoufly  engaged  in  its  defence;  they 
Bfcoveied  that  without  informers,  the  new  law  was  without  opera- 
;  ^nd  die  informers  were  therefore  perfecuted  by  them  without 
,  and  without  remiflion,  till  at  laft  no  man  would  venture  to 
provoke  the  refentment  of  the  populace  for  the  reward  to  which  in** 
ivmation  entitled  him. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  one  law  has  been  eluded  by  artifice,  and  ano- 
ther defeated  by  violence  ;  the  practice  of  drinking  fpirits,  however 
pernicious,  ftill  continued  to  prevail ;  the  magiftrates  could  not  punifh 
8 crime  of  which  they  were  not  informed,  and  they  couid  obtain  no 
information  of  a  pra£tice  vindicated  by  the  populace. 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  allowed  that  the  cuftom  of  drinking  diftilled 
liquors,  however  prevalent,  has  yet  arifen  to  the  height  at  which 
the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  feems  to  imagine  it  arrived;  for 
though  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  fcvcn  millions  of  gallons  are  an- 
nually diftilled,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  whole  quantity  is 
Wafted  in  debauchery ;  fome  is  exhaufted  by  the  neceflities,  and  fome 
by  the  conveniencies  of  life ;  a  great  part  is  exported  to  other  coun- 
tries, and  the  diftillery  promotes  many  other  purpofes  than  thofe  of 
riot  and  licentioufiieis. 

E  c  4  'Vw.^. 
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That  too  much,  however,  is  ufed  by  the  conn  noo 
intemperance  has  for  fomc  time  prevailed  in  a  <icgrce 
any  former  age,  cannot  be  dr nied ;  and  iheritfure 
reclaiming  them  ought  to  be  tried.  What  the:i,  mj  Lark 
be  done?  The  rlnl  law  was  eluded,  the  fecond  is  cfcned^  ! 
was  executeJ,  but  produced  no  rcftraint ;  the  fecond  prodaa 
ftraint  fo  violent,  th^t  it  cannot  be  execulrd. 

That  the  picfcit  law  is  incfTcclual,  cannot  be  djubtrd  \ 
who  aflcrt,  that  the  quantity  of  fpirits  dilViUed,  has  every 
creafcd;  and  thrre  U ems  to  remain  therefore  no  dcber  ciioi 
that  of  fuficrin^  t'.iis  increafe  to  procccd»  or  to  endeavour  to 
it  by  new  rcgulat-on^.  l^hc  prefirnt  law  ought  to  be  repeal 
caufe  it  is  ufclcfs ;  but  furely  Tome  other  oo^ht  to  fupply  1: 
which  may  be  more  caftly  enforced,  and  IrU  rtulenily  oppoied 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will,  in  my  opinioa 
all  the  purpufcs  of  the  laft,  wichout  noifcw  and  without  difti 
By  k'flcning  the  price  of  licences,  it  will  put  a  fit  p  to  ch 
retail ;  and  by  ratfing  that  of  the  liquors  it  wi;l  hinier  the  < 
people  from  drinking  them  in  their  uiual  Lxccf5.  Thofe  m 
hitherto  loil  their  rcafon  and  limbs  twice  a  dav  bv  thc:r  d 
ncfs,  will  not  be  able,  under  the  intended  rej:u!:.:.rr»s,  to  con 
fame  crime  twice  in  a  week ;  and  as  tiic  tta^jucon  uf  t 
vi!l  be  taken  away,  i:  '.i.iy  be  hoped  that  ilic  vxxi  ^cncr^t.on 
full  into  the  I'aint.-  \i«.c. 

Since  thcrcfoio,  rr.v   I.o:d*,  tlie  ;ir.":n.t :it>   i:i   u%r*nrc! 
a  re  a  t  1  r .".  -    p  1 .1  ■.  j  :".  :■ !  i*  .1  ru!   1  \'  C\:  .•  ■.*  <  ;    i .  i: :  c  tr.  e   i. . . ;  ^  1  a  ^  .x  - 
W(»r:liv  ul  i;.;-*  Ar.ljr.'pli',  aiui  :''ic  nu-i  .  d   pf-p.::*-   lucr;  .s 
lu'jfo  I" I  p:  -J-ice  iJij  ihtcS  Wni.h  ihw-  p:.''.^:  rs  lJ  the    i 
and  fiiicc   t'lc    opii;..»:>  <  r*  ih:^   H  '»:.'f   arc  at   iiitl  Jsx.^c  ;. 
O'licr  hii  j-.-lltd":  y.ir.  .il  v.  i;;...ut  c  j-jv-.h:!^;-,  wt  r-Ujihr ::  ir^ 
Oi-in»0':,   ;.  *:  to  rt;.!  .:  v.  :.\  prtf  \iu<^fc,  .  .t  Utriiz:     :  :. 
n'littif,   tJij:  ::  ni--.    ic   i.-,  coni.iiertd  :   .'.:..  :    .-.■   %:   .^:.: 
cannot  l:  ^..:*.  licJ,  uj..  vul  ;•.  pr^-j.r  ..li'. '.  .  ■..». 

I.orJ  C'a*^  :^:<^^  i,    '  •/  :•■..•.  1  ..   w..  ,    ::   -  .'.! 

The  l..!i    Ti   vvuiJt:   I..;  i  <.;...  It:-;. uj    ..•  p...zs    ii»    i:.r    :«*  « 
rnucii  nu*'.   tli'iVi  ff  j-r  i  t;..  ;;  ..    r,>  ?n  l.a^e  ler-i  pj=.:   ;  > 
c:  :.r  li-^  u'l-,  t   .''-u.  ;i  ..    .^i\   .;  wa>   :u.....I   u.i.»  :  e   u'.r'.c 

• 

Jm/Cj  nor  c»:\  I  1L1..1L ;  ...^  ^.   .x..  .. .»  v<./:.  \\...J«i  umc  L< 
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id  to  prcTs  it  forward  here,  conflftent  with  the  importance  of 
infequences  which  may  be  with  great  reafon  cxpeSed  from  it. 
has  been  urged,  that  where  fo  great  a  number  have  formed 

attons  of  a  national  benefit  from  any  bill,  fo  much  deference, 

^  Seaft,  is  due  to  their  judgment,  as  that  the  bill  (bould  be  confi- 
in  a  committee.     This,  my  Lords,  I  admit  to  be  in  other  calcs 
f  3^^  ^^^  reafonable  demand,  and  will  readily  allow  that  the  pro- 
not  only  of  a  confiderable  number,  but  even  of  any  fingle 
I,  ought  to  be  fully  examined,  and  regularly  debated,  according 
the  ufual  forms  of  this  Aflembly.     Rut  in  the  prefent  cafe,  my 
ds,  and  in  all  cafes  like  the  prefent,  this  demand  is  improper, 
fe  it  isufelefs ;  and  it  is  ufelefs,  becaufc  we  can  do  now,  all  that  we 
do  hereafter  in  a  committee.  For  the  bill  before  us  is  a  money  bill, 
uch,  according  to  the  prefent  opinion  of  the  Commons,  we  have 
rig^C  to  amend ;  and  which  therefore  we  have  no  need  of  con- 
ing in  a  committee,  fince  the  event  of  all  our  deliberations  muft 
that  wc  are  either  to  rejeS  or  pafs  it  in  its  prefent  ftate.     For  I 
no  Lord  will  think  this  a  proper  time  to  enter  into  a  con- 
fy  with  the  Commons  for  the  revival  of  thofe  privileges  to 
I  believe  we  have  a  rieht,  and  fuch  a  controverfv  the  lead 
ipC  to  amend  a  money  bill  will  certainly  produce. 
To  defire  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  may  be  confidered 
a  committee,  is  only  to  defiic  that  it  may  gain  one  ftep  without 
.^Pppofition ;  that  it  may  proceed  through  the  forms  of  the  Houfc  by 
'health,  and  that  the  confideration  of  it  may  be  delayed  till  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Government  (hall  be  fo  great,  as  not  to  allow  time 
for  raifing  the  fupplics  by  any  other  method. 

But  this  artifice,  grofs  as  it  is,  the  patrons  of  this  wonderful  bill 
Jiope  to  obftrudt  a  plain  and  open  detection  of  its  tendency.  They 
hope,  my  Lords,  that  the  bill  (hall  operate  in  the  fame  manner  with 
the  liquor  which  it  is  intended  to  bring  int©  more  general  ufe  ; 
and  that  as  thofe  that  drink  fpirits  are  drunk  before  they  are  well 
aware  that  they  are  drinking,  the  eifeAs  of  this  law  (hall  be  per« 
ceived  before  we  know  that  we  have  made  it.  Their  intent  is  to 
give  us  a  dram  of  policy  which  is  to  be  fwallowed  before  it  is  tailed, 
and  which,  when  once  it  is  fwallowed,  will  turn  our  heads. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  wc  (hall  be,  fo  cautious  as  to  examine 
the  draught  which  thcfc  (late  empirics  have  thought  proper  to 
ofier  usj  and  I  am  confident  that  a  very  Uule  eximvcoxv^ysv  ni^V 
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convince  us  of  the  pernicious  qinlitiBi  of 

fliew  that  il  can  have  no  other  efibft  fih      diat  of 

|NlbltC. 

The  bw  before  us,  my  Lords,  feems  to  be  die  cflcAoT  A 
tice  of  which  it  is  intcnc!cd  likewife  to  be  the  canfet  >■ 
dilated  by  the  liquor  of  which  it  (b  efie^luaUy 
for  furcly  it  never  before  was  conceived  by  any  man  ii 
the  adminiftratioii  of  public  affairs,  to  raife  tixet  by  the  de 
of  the  people. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  but  die  deftnifiion  of  all  die  bmA  I 
and  uieful  part  of  the  nation  can  beexpeAed,  from  die  licoi 
is  now  propofed  to  be  given  not  only  to  drunkenncft,  bot  to  < 
nefs  of  the  moft  dcteftable  and  dangerous  kind,  to  tke  i 
only  of  intoxicating,  but  of  poi(boous  Uquors. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  abfurd  than  to  afirt,  tkat  d 
fpirits  will  be  hindered  by  the  bill  now  befoce  its,  or  indec 
will  not  be  in  a  very  great  degree  promoted  by  it.  For  m 
duces  all  kind  of  wickcdnefs,  but  the  profpecl  of  inpsM 
part,  or  the  foliciution  of  opportunity  on  the  other  ;  cidm 
have  too  frequently  been  fufficient  to  overpower  the  fenfe  c 
lity,  and  even  of  religion  ;  and  what  is  not  to  be  feaied  6a 
when  they  (hall  unite  their  force,  and  operate  together;  wh 
tations  (hall  be  increafcd,  and  terror  t^ken  away  ? 

It  is  allowed  by  thofc  who  have  hitherto  dtfputed  on  ath< 
this  queftion,  that  the  people  appear  obftinatcly  enamourci 
new  liquor  i  it  is  allowed  on  both  parts,  that  this  hquor  cor 
mind,  enervates  the  body,  and  delhoys  vigour  axid  t.rfu 
fame  time ;  that  it  makes  thofe  who  drink  it  too  idle,  aiid  c 
for  work;  and,  while  it  impovcr-fhcs  them  by  the  prefect 
difables  them  from  retrieving  its  ill  coniiequenccs  by  K 
induflrv. 

It  might  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  had 
a^iretd,  would  not  eafiiy  And  any  occalion  of  liiiputc ;  nc 
any  man,  unacquainted  with  the  motives  by  which  ticruti 
bates  arc  too  often  influenced,  furpecl  that  after  the  pcrnM:i 
litic^  of  this  liquor,  and  the  general  inclination  among  the  { 
the  immoderate  ufe  of  it,  hid  been  generally  admitted,  it  could 
wards  enquired,  whether  it  ou^ht  to  be  made  more  commoci, 
dkfj  umvcMi  thixll  ior  poiioii  ou^^\  t^  be  cwcovua^cd  OYtb 
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^Hfmd  whetber  a  new  ftatute  ought  to  be  made  to  fccure  drunkards 
il^gratification  of  their  appetites. 

Jfi  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  the  defign  of  this  bill  is  to  prevent 
jpMiiifli  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  is  to  trample  upon  common  fenfe,  and 
■Bhte  the  rules  of  decency  as  well  as  of  reafon.  For  when  did 
pOMB  hear,  that  a  commodity  was  prohibited  by  licenfmg  its  fale  ? 
}jf0t  to  ofier  and  refiife  is  the  fame  action  ? 
t  is  indeed  pleaded,  that  it  will  be  made  dearer  by  the  tax  which  is 
mAhI,  and  that  the  increafe  of  the  price  will  diminifh  the  numbers 
■c  purchafers ;  but  it  is  at  the  fame  time  expedled,  that  this  tax 
I  liipply  the  expence  of  a  war  on  the  continent :  it  is  ailerted 
10tifr%  that  the  confumption  of  fpirits  will  be  hindered,  and  yet 
lit  will  be  fuch  as  may  be  expe£led  to  furnifh,  from  a  very  fmali 
LA  revenue  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  armies,  for  the  re-eftabliih- 
K  of  the  Auftrian  family,  and  the  repreffion  of  the  attempts  of 
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Ij,  my  Lords,  thefe  expe^btions  are  not  very  confiftent,  nor 
ji^k  be  imagined  that  they  are  both  formed  in  the  fame  head,  though 
f  auy  be  exprefled  by  the  fame  mouth.  It  is  however  fome  re- 
pMncndation  of  a  ftatefman,  when  of  his  aflertions  one  can  be 
|ri  reafonaUe  or  true ;  and  in  this  praife  cannot  be  denied  to  our 
^t  minifters ;  for  though  it  is  undoubtedly  falfe,  that  this  tax  will 
fai  the  confumption  of  fpirits,  it  is  certainly  true,  that  it  will  pro* 
ce  a  very  large  revenue,  a  revenue  that  will  not  fail  but  with  the 
iple  from  whofe  debaucheries  it  arifes. 

Dur  minifters  will  therefore  have  the  fame  honour  with  their  pre- 
:eflbrs,  of  having  given  rife  to  a  new  fund,  not  indeed  for  the 
ment  of  our  debts,  but  for  much  more  valuable  purpofcs,  for  the 
Jtation  of  our  hearts  under  oppreflion,  for  the  elevation  of  our 
Its  amidft  mifcarriages  and  difappointments,  and  for  the  chearful 
port  of  thofe  debts,  which  we  have  loft  hopes  of  paying.  They 
refolved,  my  Lords,  that  the  nation,  which  nothing  can  make 
c,  (hall,  while  they  are  at  its  head,  at  leaft  be  merry ;  and  (ince 
>lic  happinefs  is  the  end  of  government,  they  fecm  to  imagine  that 
y  (hall  deferve  applaufe  by  an  expedient  which  will  enable  every 
n  to  lay  his  cares  afleep,  to  drown  forrow,  and  lofe  in  the  delights 
drunkennefs  both  the  public  mifcries  and  his  own. 
Surely,  my  Lords,  men  of  this  unbounded  benevolence,  and  this 
dted  genius,  deferve  fuch  honours  as  were  never  ^^idb^Coc^s  ^^^^ 


4a8  o  k  b  a  r  b 

defenre  to  bcftride  a  butt 

to  have  their  countenances  e:  i 

to  be  fold  by  the  licence  wned.    Tl^ 

mt  leaft  remembered  to  i.  ■ilhrhimjrpnliiMi— il 

all  expedients  for  raifing  ta     i  bad  been  empfejedt  SbtmH 

snethod  of  draining  the  laft  reli<  lies  of  the  public 

a  new  revenue  to  the  goveri        t ;  nor  wiH  tlioft^ 

after  enumerate  the  feveral  fui       now  eftihlMhed 

among  the  benefa^ors  to  their  couatr|^  the  ainffrjont 

Jrinking  fund. 

May  I  be  allowed,  my  Lords,  to  congratulate  mj  coniBr) 
AUow-fubje£b  upon  the  happy  times  which  are  now  appioai 
which  no  man  will  be  difqualified  for  the  privilege  of  beta 
when  all  difcontent  and  difloyalty  fliall  be  forgotten,  and  ife 
though  now  confidered  by  the  miniftry  as  their  enemies, 
knowledge  the  lenity  of  that  government,  under  which  aQ 
are  taken  away. 

But  to  a  bill  for  fuch  defuable  purpo(es,  it  would  be  pn 
Lords,  to  prefix  a  preamble,  in  which  the  kindnc(s  of  oar  n 
fliould  be  more  fully  explained,  that  the  nation  may  not  mt 
indulgence  for  cruelty,  nor  conftdcr  their  bcrrf^iclors  a«  tJH 
cutors.  If  therefore  this  bill  be  confi^icrcJ  and  amended,  j 
elfe  ihould  it  be  confidered  })  in  a  committer,  I  f!u!l  humKv 
that  it  (hall  be  introduced  in  this  munncr  :  **  Whereas  tWe  *' 
the  prefent  miniftry,  whatever  they  are,  cnnnot  he  executed 
a  great  number  of  merccnmies,  which  m-TCenaric*  cannot 
without  money;  and  whereas  the  prefent  dif{Hifi:iun  cf  th:%  i 
drunkennefs  inclines  us  to  Inrlieve,  that  they  will  pay  m*  :c  c 
for  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  diftilled  liquors,  than  for  i 
conceflion  that  can  be  made  by  the  government,  be  it  rna^.V 
King's  moft  excellent  Miijtfty,  that  no  man  lha!I  hereafter  b 
the  right  of  being  drunk  on  the  following  conditions.*' 

This,  my  Ix>rd$,  to  trifle  no  longer,  is  thepri>prr  prrjrnb! 
bill,  which  contains  only  the  conditions  on  uhich  tKc  pe^ii 
kin'^om  are  to  be  allowed  henceforward  to  riot  in  dcbauc 
debauchery  licenfcd  by  law,  and  countenanced  by  the  maj 
for  there  is  no  doubt  but  thofe  on  whom  the  inventors  of  this 
I  ai       rity,  will  be  dneclcd  to  affift  their  mafters  in  tbe 

c  ige  the  conIam^\o\\  ol  iiEaxV\Q}a«aa  l(^m  wUich  fii 
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are  czpeded,  and  to  multiply  without  end  thofe  licences 
to  pay  an  yearly  tribute  to  the  crown. 
lis  unbounded  licence,  my  Lords,  that  price  will  be  leflened, 
increafe  of  which  the  expe£btions  of  the  efEcacy  of  this  law 
j  for  the  number  of  retailers  will  leilen  the  value  as  in 
cafes,  and  leflen  it  more  than  this  tax  will  increafe  it.  Be- 
lit  is  to  be  confidered,  that  at  prefent  the  retailer  experts  to  be 
the  danger  which  he  incurs  by  an  unlawful  trade,  and  will 
ift  his  reputation  or  his  purfe  to  the  mercy  of  his  cuftomer^ 
it  a  profit  proportioned  to  the  hazard  ;  but  when  once  the  re- 
fliall  be  taken  away,  he  will  fell  for  common  gain  ;  and  it  can 
be  imagined,  that  at  prefent  he  fubje<Sls  himfelf  to  informations 
Ities  for  lefs  than  fix-pence  a  gallon. 
fpecious  pretence,  on  which  this  bill  is  founded,  and  indeed 
ily  pretence  that  defcrves  to  be  termed  fpecious,  is  the  pro- 
of taxing  vice ;  but  this  maxim  of  government  has  on  this 
in  been  either  miflaken  or  perverted.  Vice,  my  Lords,  is  not 
:ly  to  be  taxed,  but  fupprcfTcd  ;  and  heavy  taxes  are  fometimes 
jOoly  means  by  which  that  fapprcflion  can  be  attained.  Luxury, 
Lords,  or  the  excefs  of  that  which  is  pernicious  only  by  its 
may  very  properly  be  taxed,  that  fuch  excefs,  though  not 
ly  unlawful,  may  be  made  more  difHcult.  But  the  ufc  of  thefe 
which  are  fimply  hurtful,  hurtful  in  their  own  niture  and  in 
ty  degree,  is  to  be  prohibited.  None,  my  Lords,  ever  heard  in 
*  nation  of  a  tax  upon  theft  or  adultery,  bccaufe  a  tax  implies  a 
nee  granted  for  the  ufe  of  that  which  is  taxed,  to  all  who  (hall  be 
ling  to  pay  it. 

Drunkenncfs,  my  Lords,  is  univcrLlly  and  in  ail  circumflances  an 
I,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  taxed  but  puniffacd ;  and  the  means 
t  not  to  be  made  eafy  by  a  (light  impoft  which  none  can  feel,  but 
be  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  people,  and  fecured  by  the 
vicft  taxes  levied  with  the  utmofl  rigour.  I  hope  thofe,  to 
)fe  care  the  religion  of  the  nation  is  particularly  coikfigned,  will 
nimoufly  join  with  me  ia  maintaining  the  ncceility,  not  of  taxing 
!,  but  fupprcfling  it  ;  and  u:utc  for  the  rejection  of  a  bill,  by 
ch  the  future  as  well  as  prefent  h2ppinefs  of  thoufands  muft  be 
Toyed. 

Aird  Lonsdale  fpoke  as  follows : — My  Lords,  The  bill  now 
ut  us  has,  from  its  firft  appearance  in  the  oihcr  H<>u&^  &^^^4v<c^ 


ll 
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mc  of  fuch  imporunce  is  to  deferre  ilcft 

demand  the  moft  diligenl  enquiry  ;  I 

with  uncommon  care,  and  purfucd  :  t  .  Mpuries 
could  expect  any  aiTiAance  for  dUawerii^  hs  tendency 
qucnces,  with  the  niceft  and       tt  anxiocis  vigilance. 

That  my  attention  and  dil  ice  may  not  wiiolly 
gratification  of  idle  and  ufcl  1  iriolityt  it  it  proper  to  i 
Lordihips  of  their  refult;  by  ich  1  hope  to  cooTinoe  jtm^ 
myfclf  convinced,  that  this  bill  cannot  become  a  hw^vid 
danger ing  the  lives  of  thoufai  s,  without  diiperfing  difa 
the  nation,  or  without  multiplying  crimes  beyond  the  poi 
rcllraint  or  punifliment ;  that  it  wiD  fill  the  land  with  coiii 
a  time,  by  infatuating  the  people,  and  afterwards  by  it  dci 
dcftroying  them. 

All  my  enquiries  my  Lords,  have  had  one  conftanc  and 
eficcl.  On  what  fide  focver  I  have  turned  my  fpccuhbom 
found  new  arguments  againft  this  bill,  ^nd  have  dtfcoveied  1 
chiefs  comprized  in  it ;  mifchiefs  which,  however  fame  ma 
vnur  to  overlook  them,  and  others  to  defpife  tkem,  will  be 
a  (hort  time  too  general  to  be  conceakd,  and  too  formidi 
ne;:LLtcd. 

The  hid  con<iJcration,  in  which  the  neceffity  of  deliber 
this  bill  engaged  me,  related  to  the  quality  of  the  liquon  « 
mentioned  in  it.  With  regard  to  this  quell iun,  my  Lor 
was  lu)  poOibihty  of  Ion;;  I'ufpcnce  ;  for  the  peraicii/u»  ctFevii 
were  cunteiFcd  equally  by  all  thole  who  cuuiuenonccd  and 
ti'.i^  new  project ;  nor  could  any  man  take  a  furvey  of  thi^  c 
out  meeting  in  his  way  fuch  obtedb  as  might  make  all  fartbr 
(u{Krfljo!is.  The  idlenefs,  the  infulence,  the  debauchery  ol  t 
ir.o;)  people,  and  their  natural  and  certain  confcquence«, 
di:'eait.-N,  mifcrv  and  wickednefs,  are  to  be  obferved  witbou' 
tLiUiun  of  indulging  fuch  difagreeable  fpeculations  ^  in  evei 
this  ^rcat  metropolis,  whoever  (hall  pafs  along  the  ftrem^ 
wretches  il (etched  upmi  the  pavement,  infenfibic  and  mocioc 
only  remo\cd  by  the  charity  of  paflengers  from  the  d2:\gcT 
cruflied  by  carriage?,  or  trampled  by  horfcs,  or  ftrangled  wit 
the  common  fewers  ;  and  others  lefs  hclplefs  perhaps  I 
dangerous,  who  have  drank  too  much  to  firar  pumOment, 
enough  to  hindct  them  koiw  ^tQNQVlvtv^'\\\'K\v.^>^E^adk.i|i 
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sfadofi  of  dninkennefs,  entided  to  treat  all  thofe  with  con- 
bom  their  dreis  diftinguilhes  from  them,  and  to  rerent  everf 
liich  in  the  heat  of  their  imagination  they  fuppofe  themiUves 

with  the  utmoft  rage  of  re&ntment,  violence  of  rudeneb, 
ilicy  of  tongue. 

an  can  pais  a  fingle  hour  in  public  places  without  meeting 
fStSy  or  hearing  fuch  expreflions  as  difgrace  human  nature  i 
rmnnot  be  looked  upon  without  horror,  or  heard  without  in- 
B,  and  which  there  is  however  no  poffibility  of  removing  or 
ng,  whilfl  this  hateful  liquor  is  publicly  fold. 
le  vifible  and  obvious  cScSts  of  thefe  pernicious  draughts, 
ofienftve  or  inconvenient,  are  yet  much  lefs  to  be  dreaded 
ir  more  flow  and  fecret  operations.  .  That  excefs  of  diftilied 
(flames  the  poor  to  infolence  and  fury ;  that  it  expofes  them 
hurt  by  making  them  infenfible  of  danger,  or  to  puniibmenC 
ng  them  fearlcfs  of  authority,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  the  moft 
ifequence  of  their  ufe ;  for  thefe  effects,  though  their  fine*- 
nakes  it  neceflary  to  fupprefs  them,  with  regard  to  each  indi- 
re  of  no  long  duration  ;  the  underflanding  is  in  a  Abort  time 
d  after  a  fingle  debauch,  and  the  drunkard  may  return  to  his 
lent. 

hough  the  pleafures  of  drunkennefs  are  quickly  at  an  end, 
k  are  of  longer  continuance.  Thefe  liquors  not  only  in- 
he  mind,  but  poifon  the  body ;  nor  do  they  produce  only 
ary  fury,  but  incurable  debility  and  lingering  difeafes ;  thejr 

fUl-  our  flreets  with  madmen,  and  our  prifons  with  crimi- 
t  our  hofpitals  with  cripples.  Thofe  who  have  for  a  time 
the  public  walks  with  their  infults,  quickly  difturb  them  with 
lentations,  and  are  foon  reduced  from  bullies  to  beggars,  Bn4 
to  folicit  alms  from  thofe  they  ufed  to  threaten  and  infult. 
loes  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  my  Lords,  only  impoverifli  the  public, 
ing  the  number  of  ufcful  and  laborious  hands,  but  by  cutting 
:  recruits  by  which  its  natural  and  inevitable  lofles  are  to  be 
The  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  impairs  the  fecundity  of  the 
ace,  and  hinders  that  increafe  which  Providence  has  ordained 
ipport  of  the  world.  Thofe  women  who  riot  in  this  poifonous 
:ry  are  quickly  difabled  from  bearing  children,  by  bringing 
felves  in  a  (hort  time  all  the  infirmities  and  weakiiefies  ot 
I  what  is  yet  more  deftru^vc  to  g<(u«ni  ba;;i|MM&^  \it^>)n^ 
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children  difeafed  from  their  birth  by  the  vices  if  their  pMBfl 
drcn  whofe  blood  is  tainted  with  inveterate  and  accumufatd 
dies,  for  which  no  cure  can  be  expeAed  ;  and  who  thercCBR 
additional  burden  to  the  community,  and  mull  be  fupponci  t 
a  miibrablc  life  by  that  labour  which  they  cannot  fliare,  M 
be  protected  by  that  community  of  which  they  cannoc 
the  defence. 

Thus,  niy  Lords,  is  the  great  fource  of  power  and 
up,  the  numbers  of  the  people  arc  every  day  dimtn'ihcd,  aoi 
fcqucncc  our  armies  muit  be  weakened,  our  trade  abanJai 
our  lands  uncultivated.  To  dimiaifh  the  peo}.)1e  r.f  any  x:a:t< 
mod  atrocious  political  crime  that  it  is  p>>:]i'.i!'.-  to  comT. 
tends  not  to  cnAave  or  i:upoveri(h,  but  to  3M::i!i:late  ;  ::o:  t.; 
nation  miferable,  but  to  make  it  no  longer  a  r..ition. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  elVccls  of  diftiileJ  li\.jiioi *;  tiic-I> 
I  would  not  have  iliocked  vou  with  the  enunv.r^iii'n,  had  it 
with  a  deftgn  of  preventing  them  ;  and  lurcly  i.-^  nt^:i  \v:'.i  be 
with  fo  trivial  an  offence  as  nej;:lij|:ence  of  d.licacv,  when  hr 
ing,  not  for  the  honour  ur  tiic  life  of  a  f.n^le  nun,  but  f-^r  : 
of  the  prefent  age,  the  health  cf  poller  ay,  a;iJ  the  tx  ilc;i. 
Britifh  people. 

Alter  having  examined  the  nature  of  thcfe  !:.',uor*,   it  .« 
to  enquiic,  how  much  they  a; e  in  ufc ;  \vhc:!irr  rr..:.ik.r.i  - 
know  their  quality,  ami  avi>id   ni\6  d^ifil  tiie  n  i  *:••   r?":.r 
or  whether  they  are  copfiilcu'd  r.s   inofferiU^i.,  r.:.d   d:a:ik.   '. 
liquors  to  raifc  the  fpirits,  or  to  gl  idJcn  tiic  her:  -.   whc 
m;ike  part  of  focialentertainmcr.t^,  and  wliethi-i  thr-  .::r  h:rkJ 
at  public  tables,  without  any  fufpicion  of  thrir  (m^.I  c-  :  ;>^;n 
It  is  well  known,  my  Lord^,  that  thriV  !i.; -^  :^  :;.\r   : 
luiv:  in  ufc  amnrip.  the  comir.on  people.     S[*  i    *»  wvrc  -t 
imported  from  toreii'n  cf^uniric^,  nnJ  w^ri   Iv,  v«m:.  Z'  v  . 
for  the  luxuiies  ol  tiie  vu'jar.      In  ti:nL    .:    w..»  *.!^^...  ,-.. 
w:is  praLlic:.M:  t<i  Jraw  fio.n  ^raln,  and  <j:  u  i   ;•:»».....    or 
lui!,  futh  ln-jiiorN  ;>•  thm:  :h  ro:  cnu.:'!y  ,»*v..!  :  .^   to   .»ir.»-. 
With  ihofe  of  otiui  si.iTiuii^,  r   u  mhbJ  uui:\    :  ...i:  .•   ;    .,:  :.- 
Cjiirditv,  and  m;;;:it   Ic  atlurdcJ   ai  an   ju:y   lat:,    •^J   c... 
gc:'.rra!lv  purtiiiUd. 

This  cikovcr*. ,  my  Lord*,  ea\e  ji:r  t  m'*'-  r,  'V  t-iec  of 
H  h 2L  h  h^s  bee n  i'.»  -  •v  Vv^v  w. u .  .v  n  v i\  ^  ^^  -.. » .^  >i  v* . »  .v.  \V. . ,  r.i 
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ogrefi  of  vfaichy  fioce  the  duties  were  laid  upon  its  produce^ 

iccount  may  be  eafily  obtained,  which  I  thought  fo  necef- 

iir  deliberatioiis  on  this  bill)  that  I  have  procured  it  to  be 

this  account,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  difcovered,  what  cannot 
i  without  the  utmoft  grief,  that  there  has  prevailed  for  many 
Idnd  of  contagious  infatuation  among  the  common  people, 
I  they  have  been  incited  to  poifon  themfelves  and  their  chil* 
th  diftiUed  fpirits  ;  they  have  forfaken  thofe  liquors  which  in 
mes  enlivened  their  converfation  and  exalted  their  merriment, 
aid  of  ale  and  beer,  rioted  of  late  in  diftifled  fpirits. 
umazing  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  fpirits  for  the  laft  ten 
i  a  proof  too  evident  of  the  prevalence  of  this  deftru^ve  fpe« 
irunkenneis ;  and  I  (hall  therefore,  without  troubliog  your 
>s  with  earlier  accounts,  only  mention  in  round  numbers,  the 
ncitics  for  which  the  duty  has  been  paid  for  a  few  years  in 
od.  In  the  year  1733,  the  number  of  gallons  diftilled  was 
iUions  and  nine  hundred  thoufand,  which  in  1735  was  in^ 
to  live  millions  and  three  hundred  thoufand :  foon  afterwards 

was  made  which  we  are  now  perfuaded  to  repeal,  by  the 
)n  of  which,  however  feeble  and  irrefolute,  the  number  was 
in  the  firft  year  afterwards  to  three  millions,  and  might  per-* 
fteady  perieverance  haye  been  every  year  lei&ned ;  but  in  a 
ne  the  people  prevailed  in  the  conteft  with  the  legiflators,  they 
ited  information,  and  wearied  profecution^  and  were  at  length 
to  indulge  themfelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  favourite  vice 

any  farther  moleftation. 

effe  As  of  this  indulgence,  my  Lords,  have  been  rtry  remark-* 
or  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  government  betrayed  great  weak« 
Itiffering  the  laws  to  be  over-ruled  by  drunkenncfs,  and  the 

and  moft  profligate  of  the  people  to  fet  the  ftatutes  at  de- 

for  the  vice  which  had  been  fo  feebly  oppofed  fpread  wider 
ler,  and  every  year  added  rtgularly  another  million  of  gallons 
quantity  of  (pints  diftilled,  till  in  the  laft  year  they  atofe  to 
kiUions  s^nd  one  hundred  thoufand  gallons. 
,  my  Lords,  is  at  prefent  the  flate  of  the  nation :  twelve 
i  of  gallons  of  thefe  poifonous  liquors  are  every  year  fwallowcd 
nhabiiants  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  this  quantity,  enormous  as 
ill  probably  every  year  increafe,  till  the  ivumVKi  ^  xhit  ^<s\fA 
//•  F  f 


ot  It  but  trcqtK'tit  opportunity  f  VVc  are  however  aoout  1 
pra£lice  of  drinking  fpirits,  by  making  fpirits  more  eaf 
cured ;  wc  arc  about  to  hinJer  them  from  being  bought,! 
the  vender  from  all  fear  of  punifhmcnt. 

It  has  indeed  been  aflertcJ,  that  the  tax  now  to  I 
thefe  liquors  will  have  fuch  wonderful  ciFed«,  chat  thoi 
prcfcnt  drunk  twice  n  day,  will  not  be  henceforward  ah 
the  fame  crime  twice  a  week  ;  an  afl*ertion  which  I  cc 
without  wondering  at  the  new  difcoverics  which  miniftt 
can  fometimes  make. 

In  deliberations  on  a  fubjecl  of  fuch  importance,  ni 
man  ought  to  content  himfclf  with  conjeclurC)  where  ci 
at  whatfoever  expcnce  of  labour,  be  attained  ;  nor  ouj 
to  negleifl  a  careful  and  attentive  examination  of  hi«  ik 
he  offers  them  in  public  confultations  ;  fur  if  they  wcr 
and  no  man  can  be  certain  that  he  is  in  the  ri^ht,  w! 
brought  his  own  opinions  to  the  teft  of  enquiry,  he  ex 
to  be  detetled  in  ignorance  or  temerity,  and  to  that  co;i 
fuch  detcvlion  naturally  and  jullly  produces  ;  or  if 
fubmit  their  reafon  to  hii  authority,  and  neglcA  to  exam 
tioiis,  in  confidence  that  he  has  fufficiently  examined  t 
he  may  fuffcr  what  to  anhoncft  mind  mud  be  Ur  mnrr 
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or  to  (bcw,  if  it  be  found  ialfe,  how  little  confident  afiertions 
to  be  regarded. 

twice  a  day,  and  twice  a  week,  the  noble  Lord  will  not 

the  proportion  to  be  as  (even  to  one ;  and  therefore  to  prevent 

iiie(f  in  the  degree  which  he  perfuades  us  to  exped,  the  price 

lEquor  muft  be  raifed  in  the  fame  proportion ;  but  the  duty  laid 

i;tiie  gallon  will  not  increafe  the  price  a  fifth  part,  even  though  it 

not  be  eluded  by  diflHling  liquors  of  an  extraordinary  ftrength  ; 

81  fifth  part  of  the  price  is  therefore,  in  his  Lordfhip's  eftimate,  equal 
Ae  whole  price  feven  times  multiplied.  Such  are  the  arguments 
idi  have  been  produced  in  fovour  of  this  bill ;  and  fuch  is  the  dili- 
gence with  which  the  public  happinefs  is  promoted  by  thofc  who  have 
Ihipcs  of  being  enriched  by  public  calamities. 
I:  As  the  tax  will  not  make  a  fifth  part  of  the  price,  and  even  that 
Ik^f  be  in  fome  mealure  evaded,  the  duty  paid  for  licences  fcarcely 

Etrves  confideration ;  for  it  is  not  intended  to  hinder  retailers,  but 
make  them  ufeful  in  fome  degree  to  the  miniilry,  by  paying  an 
rlj  tax  for  the  licence  of  poironing. 
^  It  is  therefore  apparent,  upon  the  noble  Lord's  fuppofition  that 
price  of  the  liquor  will  be  raifed  in  coofequence  of  this  tax, 
no  man  can  be  hindered  from  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  his  ufual 
Luchery,  which  however  would  be  fome  advantage  to  the  public  ; 
even  this  fmall  advantage  cannot  be  expefted  from  the  bill,  be- 
one  part  will  obftrud  the  benefits  that  roi^ht  be  hoped  from 
;r. 
The  duty  upon  liquors,  however  inconfiderable,  will  be  neceilarily 
\m  augmentation  of  the  price  to  the  firft  buyer,  but  probably  that 
aig;iiientation  will  be  very  little  felt  by  the  confiimer.  For,  my  Lords, 
il  muft  be  confidered,  that  many  circumftances  concur  to  conftitute 
'Ihe  price  of  any  commodity ;  the  price  of  what  is  in  itfeif  cheap,  may 
be  raifed  by  the  art  or  the  condition  of  thofe  that  fell  it ;  what  is 
engrofled  by  a  few  hands,  is  fold  dearer  than  when  the  fame  quantity 
is  difperfed  in  many  ;  and  what  is  fold  in  fecurity,  and  under  the  pro- 
ie£Hon  of  the  hw,  is  cheaper  than  that  which  cxpofcs  the  vender  to 
pralecuticn>  and  pensiilcs. 

At  prefcnt,  my  Lords,  diftilled  fpirlt*;  arc  fold  in  oppontion  to  the 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  it  is  realon.iblc,  ;;s  has  been 
obferved,  to  believe  that  an  extraordinary  profit  is  expeAed, 
HO  mao  WiJJ  incur  danger  without  adviViX^j^^^    \\v>  ix \ftfc- 
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lent  retailed  for  die  greateft  part  bj  indigent  pe  btm^ 
fuppofed  to  buy  it  in  hrge  quantities,  and  c«i  ilqmrfy  Mil 
cheapeft  rate ;  and  who  muft  of  ncceiBty  gain  .  large  fni^l 
they  are  to  rubfift  upon  a  very  finall  ftodc. 

Thefe  caufes  concurring,  may  be  eafdy  imagined  to  rakl 
more  than  a  fifth  part  above  the  profit  which  if  eapcAii 
traffic  i  but  when  this  bill  ihall  become  a  law,  the  neccCiyi 
profit  will  no  longer  fubfift ;  for  there  will  then  be  no  dangn 
tailing  fpirits,  and  they  will  be  chiefly  fold  in  houfies  by  pafi 
can  afford  to  purchafe  them  in  great  quantities,  vtho  can  bi 
by  the  diftiller,  for  the  ufual  time  allowed  in  other  trades ;  i 
therefore  may  fell  them  without  any  exorbitant  advantage. 

Bcfules,  my  Lords,  it  is  rcafonable  to  imagine,  that  Ac 
profit  to  the  retailer  is  very  great,  fmcc,  like  that  which  a.-ii 
the  clandefline  exportation  of  wool,  it  is  fufficient  to  temp 
tudes  CO  a  breach  of  the  law,  a  contempt  of  penalties,  and  a 
of  the  magiftrate«  *,  and  it  may  be  therefore  imagined,  that 
room  for  a  confiderable  abatement  of  the  price,  which  mat 
much  more  than  is  added  by  this  new  duty. 

I'his  deduction  from  the  price,  my  Lords,  will  probab'r 
produced  by  the  emulniion  of  retailers,  who,  when  the  tr^Jc 
fafc  and  public,  will  endeavour  to  attrafl  buyers  by  low  r: 
what  the  noble  Lord,  whofc  ingenious  afTertion  I  am  now  c 
has  declared  with  refpecl  to  traders,  thiit  for  a  tax  or  a  pec 
^y  commodity,  they  oblige  the  conrumiTN  to  advance  twj  \ 
nc^t  univerfally  true  ^  and  I  believe  it  is  as  likely,  thjt  the  pe 
infiA  upon  having  the  fame  liquor  at  the  ufuil  prue,  wthc* 
to  the  tax,  as  that  the  venders  will  lie  able  to  ra4ie  tn...-  .  r. 
unrca!'o:uh!c  proportion.  The  obllinacy  of  the  peo{' '.*  m  :-*. 
thi^  llijuur,  my  Lords,  has  already  appeared  ;  arJ  I  a-n  tr 
believe,  ilut  ihcy  whj>  haie  coiifeii'cdly  conquered  :he  l''j::f. :t 
not  fiiftir  thcmlelves  to  be  overcome  in  the  Ume  cauie  bv  :* 
t>t  alchnu'ij-iceepcrs, 

I  am  therefore  confident,  my  L'>rJ^,  th.it  this  bill  wlI  pr 
bcnencial  ctfcwtN  cvcji  in  thiN  ciiv  ,  a:) J  thnt  in  the  vour.tr 
the  ule  of  Iplrits  was  hindered  bv  the  Lit;  Ir.v,  or  where  . 
might  have  hiren  hir.iicred  in  ^  '^rc  ir  nienlurr,  it  *.vil!  prop^gati 
nefs  and  debauchery  in  a  cJi-^rcc  lu-icr  \et  k.ittv^ii  ,  the  i 
■Vcciiti juliicls  wiU  bicak  at  oi\*c  u^ow  w,  -^w^  ^  \>i^^v^ ^\«ci 
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:  win  produce  a  wanton  enjoyment  of  privileges  which  had 
ien  diought  (o  valuabk,  had  they  never  been  taken  away, 
rhile  the  crowds  of  the  capital  are  every  day  thinned  by  the 
diftributers  of  poifon,  the  coiintryt  which  is  to  be  confidered 
urfery  in  which  the  human  (pedes  is  chiefly  propagated,  will 
I  barren ;  and  that  race  of  men  will  be  intercepted,  which  is 
i  the  liberty  of  the  ndghbooriag  nations  in  the  next  age» 
I  to  extend  our  commerce  to  odier  kingdoms,  or  repel  the 
bments  of  future  ufurpatioo. 

bill,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  produce  none  of  the  advan* 
hich  thofe  who  promote  it  have  had  the  confidence  to  promife 
ic.  But  let  us  now  examine*  wfaedier  they  have  not  been 
gacious  in  fecuring  the  benefits  which  diey  exft£t  from  it 
^es. 

one  of  the  intentions  of  it  is  to  raiie  a  fum  to  fupply  the 
exigencies  of  the  government  is  not  denied ;  that  this  is  the 
cntion  is  gienerally  believed,  andl>e]ieved  upon  the  ftrongeft 
;  for  it  is  the  only  efied  which  it  can  poffibly  produce ;  and 
;nd  ic  is  calculated  with  all  the  (kill  of  men,  long  verfed  in  the 
t  art  of  contriving  taxes  and  of  ratfing  money, 
/e  already  (hewn  to  your  Lord(hips,  that  (even  millions  of 
of  fpirits  are  annually  diftilled  in  this  kingdom ;  this  con- 
n,  at  the  fmall  duty  of  ftx-pence  a  gallon,  now  to  be  impofed, 
xiuce  an  yearly  revenue  of  175,0001.  and  the  ux  upon  li- 
may  be  rated  at  a  very  large  fum ;  fo  that  there  is  a  fund 
It,  L  hope,  for  the  expences  which  a  land  war  is  to  bring 


)• 


Are  are  not  to  forget,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  the  produce 
rft  year,  and  that  the  tax  is  likely  to  afford  every  year  a  larger 
;.  As  the  confumption  of  cbofe  liquors,  under  its  late  dif- 
rments,  has  advanced  a  million  of  gallons  every  year,  it  may 
>nably  imagined,  that  by  the  countenance  of  the  legiflature,and 
teSion  of  authority,  it  will  increafe  in  a  double  proportion  ; 
t  in  ten  years  more,  twenty  millions  will  be  diftilled  every  year 
ieftru£tionof  the  people. 

i  far,  my  Lords,  the  fcheme  of  the  miniftry  appears  profper- 
ut  all  profperity,  at  leaft  all  the  profperity  of  di(honcfty,  mDft 
have  an  end.  The  practice  of  drinking  cannot  be  for  ever 
cd,  becaufc  it  will  hurry  the  prcfcut%ttv^x2A\^Tv\»\W^v*^> 
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and  prerent  the  produSionofaii  ;        1    reiMM 

the  conrumpcion,  and  the  coi  e  at  an  tai  % 

confumers  are  deftroycd. 

But  thi«,  my  Lords,  cauinot  Ipeedilj  happen,  nor  have  our  1 
any  dread  of  miferies  which  art  only  to  fall  in  diftant 
another  generation.  It  is  fufficient  for  them,  if  their 
fupply  thofe  exigencies  which  their  counfels  have  brought  1 
public ;  if  they  pay  their  court  to  the  crown  widi  fucccft, 
ever  difndvantage  to  the  people, •  and  continue  in  power  cilli 
enlarged  their  fortunes,  and  then  without  punifluncnt  retiR 
them. 

But  I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  we  (hall  a<3  upon  very  diflFcrca 
pies ;  that  we  (hall  examine  the  mod  diftant  contiquencc 
refolutions,  and  confider  ourfelvcs,  not  as  the  a«:ent«  of  the  < 
levy  taxes,  but  as  the  guardians  of  the  people  to  promise  tl 
happinefs ;  that  we  (hall  always  remember,  that  happmrtt 
produced  only  by  virtue  ;  and  that  fincc  this  bill  c:in  tend  o: 
increa(e  of  debauchery,  we  (ball,  without  the  formality  oi  a  < 
ment,  unanimoufly  reje£t  it  with  indignation  and  abhorrence 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  to  the  following  cfiTccil :  —  M) 
The  bill  now  before  us  has  been  examined  with  the  u:mo:l  ji 
and  oppofed  with  all  the  arts  of  eloquence  and  areumenL:?>i 
has  any  topic  been  forgotten  that  could  fpeciouflv  be  cmplovx. 
it.  It  has  been  reprd'cnted  by  feme  as  contrary  to  policy, 
others  as  oppufttc  to  religion  ;  its  cont'equcnces  ha\e  been  < 
with  all  the  confidence  of  prediction,  and  the  motives  upoti 
has  been  formed,  declared  to  be  fuch  a«,  1  ho^n.-,  <.^cr\  cn^; 
who  projected  or  defends  it. 

It  has  txrcn  aflertcd,  that  this  bill  owes  its  cxii^cncc  ool 
nccefTity  of  railing  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  unneccliary  troo^^ 
enipK»ycd  In  ufelefs  and  dangerous  expeditions  ;  and  th^t  tr.> 
defend  it  h^vc  no  ri-gard  to  the  hitppinefs  or  virtue  of  the  peoj 
any  other  iiclii:n  than  to  raifc  Ui;'p)ie»,  and  giatif)  the  miniftr 

In  purfuance  of  tln^  khcnic  of  argutnent,  the  conkqucncei 
bill  hj\c  been  very  arttully  deduced,  and  vcr)  copioudy  cij 
and  it  has  iKcn  aflcrted,  that  by  palHng  it,  wc  (hall  (hew  o 
the  patrons  of  vice,  the  Ucfead(.;s  of  debauchery,  aiul  the  pci 
of  drunktnncfs. 
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n  declared*  that  in  coniequence  of  this  law,  by  which 
ftiUed  liquors  is  intended  to.  be  rcftrained,  the  retailers  of 
5  multiplied^  and  multiplied  without  end ;  till  the  corrup- 
ts already  too  exttnfive^  is  become  general,  and  the 
.nsfortned  into  a  herd  of  drunkards, 
ard  to  the  ufes  to  which  die  money  which  (hall  arife  from 
ft  be  applied,  though  it  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned 
te^  I  (hall  pafi  it  over,  as  without  any  conne&ion  with 
i  before  us.  To  confound  difierent  topics,  may  be  ufeful 
ofe  defign  is  to  impofe  upon  the  inattention  or  weaknels 
>onents,  as  they  may  be  enabled  by  it  to  alter  fometimes 
the  controverfy,  and  to  hide  their  fallacies  in  perplexity 
on,  but  always  to  be  avoided  by  thofe  who  endeavour  to 
d  to  eftablifli  truth,  who  difpute  not  to  confound  but  to 
and  who  intend  not  to  difturb  the  public  deliberations  but 

lerefore,  my  Lords,  only  endeavour  to  fhow  that  the  con^ 
of  which  fome  Lords  exprefs,  and  I  believe  with  fmccrity, 
ful  apprehendons,  is  not  in  reality  to  be  feared  from  this 
t  will  probably  promote  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  declared 
ilated,  and  that  it  will  by  no  means  produce  that  bavocic 
man  fpecltrs  which  fecms  to  be  fufpecled,  or  difFufe  that 

through  the  people  which  has  been  confidently  foretold, 
rfcnt  fiatc  of  this  vice,  my  Lords,  has  been  fully  explained 

thofe  who  oppofe  the  bill  as  by  thofe  who  defend  it.  l^he 
tilled  liquors  is  now  prohibited  by  a  penal  law,  but  the 

of  this  law,  as  of  all  others  of  the  fame  kind,  necefiarily 
.  regular  information  of  the  breacii  of  it  to  be  laid  before 
rate.  The  people  confider  this  law,  however  juft  or  nc- 
i  an  acl  of  the  moft  tyrannical  cruelty,  which  ought  to  be 
nth  the  utmoft  fteadinefs  and  vigour,  as  an  infupportahlc 
:om  which  they  ought  at  any  rate  to  fet  themfelvcs  free. 
ave  determined,  therefore,  not  to  be  governed  by  this  law, 
:onfequcntIy  endeavoured  to  hinder  its  execution ;  and  fo 

have  been  their  efforts,  that  they  have  at  laft  prevailed. 
ey  only  oppofed  it  by  their  perfeverance  and  obftinacy,  they 
»  perfift  in  the  pradlice  of  retailing  liquors  without  regard  to 
ics  which  they  might  incur  by  it ;  and  therefore  as  one  was 
fon,  his  place  WRS  immediately  fuppWcAV)'^*  ^LXkpvV^v:^  \  "mnACo 
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frequent  were  Ae  informitions  and  fe  fi  far 

chief  magiftrate  of  the  metropolit  lUicklj  m  d 

Houfe,  the  unpleafing  neceffity  to  i  %  riib|cABd  by  i 

of  fining  and  imprifoning  wit    ut  eiid»  and  witbooc  hopca 
curing  the  reformation  that  was  intended. 

Thus  they  proceeded  for  fomc  time,  and  appeared  to  I 

the  magiftrates  would  after  a  while  connive  at  a  pradke,  «h 

fliould  find  no  degree  of  feverity  fuScient  to  fuppreft)  that  tlM 

fink  under  the  fatigue  of  punifhing  to  no  purpofe,  chat  they  i 

degrees  relax  their  vigilance,  and  leave  the  peopk  in  quiet  | 

of  that  felicity  which  they  appeared  to  rate  at  fo  high  a  price 

At  length,  my  Lords,  inilead  of  wearying  the  magiftra: 

grew  weary  themfelves,  and  determined  no  longer  co  hear  pe: 

for  their  enjoyments,  but  to  refift  that  law  which  they  c 

evade,  and  to  which  they  would  not  fiibmit.     They  thercfoi 

mined  to  mark  out  all  thofe  who  by  their  informations  proo 

execution,  ds  public  enemies,  as  wretches  who  for  the  (ake 

ward,  carried  on  a  trade  of  perjury  and  perfecution,  and  who 

their  innocent  neighbours  only  for  carrying  on  a  lawful  cm{ 

for  fupplying  the  wants  of  the  poor,  relieving  the  wrannc: 

labourer,  adminiftring  foljcc  to  the  dcjeficJ,  and  cori2ia!>  c^ 

The  word  was  therefore  given  that  no  informer  (houlJ  he 

ami  when  an  offender  was  fummoncd  by  the  civil  ofliceis^ 

watched  at  the  door  of  the  mngillratc  to  rcfcue  the  priionri 

difcover  and  fcize  the  wicnefs  upoji  whole  ccllimo:;v  he  was  re 

and  unfortunate  was  the  wretch  who,  with  th^.   in^patatio! 

crime  upon  him,  fell  into  their  hand« ;  it  is  mc\\   rcn.cm 

every  man  who  at  that  time  wa»  convcrfant  in  tM^  c:ty,  u 

outcries  of  vengeance  an  informer  w.is  purfucJ  iii  ti.c  pujl 

and  in  the  '^pen  day  *,  with  wh^t  c\v:Iamation$  cif  triumpr 

feizrd,  aiul  Mtth  what  r^jc  ut  cruelty  he  was  tormented. 

C>ne  ii.fta.ic  of  their  fury  I  very  particular!;.'  remember, 
was  pailin^  ..Ion:;  ih.-  Arcets,  the  alarm  was  given  that  h< 
nilurnier  a^ainft  the  rr*ta»lers  of  fpirituous  liquors  the  pcpj 
I  nnudia:rly  r.athcrcJ  .is  in  a  lime  of  common  d^r.ger^  and 
the  purfuit  as  of  a  binft  of  prey,  which  it  was  crs'^iriat  .-.  •:  t. 
the  -nan  difcovi  red,  either  by  coiilViouh.ili  cr  rr.lcV.  :< 
d.inger,  and  fled  for  his  life  with  the  uvniut  p:eci-.ta?.  .n 
/ioulckcc]Kr  durft  affo; \V.\u\  Ctvdvci^  vvx  c\n  \:..\^-:.^<k  i-^ 
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ds,  and  tbe  popuhce  rolled  <m  after  him  with  a  torrent  not  to 
ied  ;  and  he  was  upon  the  point  of  being  overtaken,  and  like 
idlers  deftroyed,  when  one  of  the  greateft  perfbns  in  the  nation^ 
g  the  tumult,  and  enquiring  the  reabn,  opened  his  doors  to 
trefied  furtive,  and  iheltered  him  from  a  cruel  death, 
n  afterwards  there  was  a  ftop  put  to  all  information  i  no  man 
ifterwards,  for  the  fake  of  a  reward,  ex^fe  himfelf  to  the  fory 
people,  and  the  ufe  of  thefe  deftrudUve  liquors  was  no  longer 
3cd.  How  much  the  pra£Hce  of  this  kind  of  debauchery  pre- 
,  after  diis  (hort  reftraint,  and  how  much  the  confumption  of 
kftrudive  liquors  has  increafed,  the  noble  Lord  who  (poke 
5  verj  accurately  informed  us,  nor  can  any  argument  be  offered 
e  preient  bill  more  ftrong  than  that  which  his  compuutionti 
Iready  fiu'niflied. 

,  if  it  appears,  my  Lords,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  after  fitch 
itic  teftimonies,  that  (even  millions  of  gallons  of  fpirits  are 
year  confumed  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  of  thefe  hr  the 
ft  quantity  is  wafted  in  the  moft  flagitious  and  dcftrudive  de» 
:ry ;  it  is  furcly  at  length  neceflary  to  confider  by  what  means 
onfumption,  which  cannot  be  flopped,  may  be  leflened,  and 
ce  obflrudled,  which  cannot  be  reformed, 
opening  a  fufficient  number  of  licenfcd  (hops,  the  number  of 
n(ed  retailers  will  be  neceflarily  le(rened,  and  by  rai(ing  the 
of  the  liquor,  the  quantity  which  the  poor  drink,  muft  with 
certainty  be  diminifbed ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  the 
rr  of  chofe  who  will  pay  annuaUy  for  licences,  can  be  equal  to 
•  the  petty  traders,  who  now  difpofc  of  fpirits  in  cellars  and  in 
eets }  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that  fince  there  will  be  fewer 
,  lefs  will  be  fold. 

le  Lords  have  indeed  declared  their  fufpicion,  that  the  number 
mfed  ihops  will  be  fuch  as  will  endanger  the  health  of  the 
,  and  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  one  has  fo  (ar  in- 
1  his  imagination,  as  to  declare  that  he  expe<5ls  iifcccn  hundred 
to  be  iet  open  for  the  fale  of  fpirits,  in  a  (hort  time  after  the 
anon  of  this  law. 

;  be  anfwered,  that  no  fpirits  can  be  fold  but  by  thofe  who  keep 
c  of  public  entertainment  by  a  licence  from  the  juftices  of  the 
the  opponents  of  tl.e  bill  have  a  reply  ready,  that  the  juftices 
kc  ail  opportunities  to  promote  the  itvci^2^fc  ol^"tit.N^Tv>afc^  "ww^ 
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will  always  grant  a  licence  when  it  is  dcouadeJ,  withoi  nq 
the  mirchicT»  that  may  ariie  from' the  increafe  of  the  leticja  « 
ntfs  and  receptaclo  of  vice ;  and  tha^  therefore  to  allow  U 
grsnt  licences  for  the  nruii  of  any  commodity  u{K>a  wbick  i 
laid,  is  to  permit  the  fale  of  it  without  limits. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  argument  wi«l  vanifli,  when  i:  i«  coe 
that  thofe  jufticcs  to  whom  the  law  commits  the  fupenr.teikac 
public  houfes,  are  fuper intended  chemfeltes  by  men  woo  dem 
authority  from  a  higher  power,  and  whofe  cenfurcs  are  mrve  fc 
ble  than  judicial  penalties.  Tlie  condiid  of  the  juftices  ny 
as  of  every  other  pcifon,  lies  open  to  the  obicrvatinn  of  die  rr 
clergy,  by  whofj  couukls  it  is  to  be  regulated,  and  by  »rv 
monitions  it  ought  to  be  reformed^  admonitions  which  ZAiii 
fuppofcd  to  be  without  force  from  men  to  whom  the  great  pr 
of  preaching  virtue  and  truth  is  committed,  and  whole  prord 
fo  much  reverenced,  that  reputation  and  infamy  arc  gcocn 
thvir  power. 

Shi-jiJ  thcjuftices,  my  Lords,  abufc  their  authority,  either  i 
increafe  of  tn-j  revenue,  ur  any  other  purpofe,  what  co«U  they 
bur  !i»  be  n:arktd  (.ui  on  the  next  day  of  publiv.*  worlhip  for  rr; 
»:wl  Jcri.':{)r, :  \'.'i*..u  could  ihcy  hope  but  thit  tritir  cii'nc-*  it.  ' 
t'ir-lav'.'il  i:;  :hc  mdll  oJioub  view  to  their  nfiirhbou:*,  ;.;'.. r  c 
a  ;c)  tn^ir  u^;  .-iKlant>  ^  and  tlut  all  thufc  fium  w'lom  nataie  ot  u 
teaches  thim  to  dcl'ire  fiiiiuiOilp,  rcvcuncc,  or  ellecni«  « 
L:ii^!.l  U)  Ldiij'ili;  :■  'u  ;is  tr.e  ll-ivo  f»t'  |x>wvtr  ^r.J  the  age 
%ii'...inyf  J^  li*^  pr«  jMj..iors  of  dcbauchcrv,  J^d  the  cnca 
rn.:..'Kin<i  ? 

ThTL  i',  tlicrcluri-,  my  Lord*,  rc^fon  to  ht  }'c  th-t  the  b 
be  uK'*i-,  b.c.iiifc  it  \v;Il  be  hindered  irom  bciii^  ■.!w::.:r.en:ai  i 
there  is  i:\  aUfuuil*:  iicccfTity  cf  doing  fonu:h.**^,  ^nd  no 
ij-.n^n!  ijii  ;i(  j?:tl"r:it  be  propok-J,  I  think  tr.u  ought  ns< 
Tr»i..'t  !.  \V  c  ii..*.  r  f.;;2nd  bv  experience  tlut  the  public  i»  nol 
rtio»ii'.:il  .!t  >ir.'.  ,  .nil!  fhj;  liic  proj^nfs  frtioi  iiircupiion  tor^i 
f'on  n\u'.\  bi  :r  .•!iu!  ^  and  as  this  bill  ^nri.rccs  fomc  dc^ 
aiv.i  m! I iv.nt,  ;:  i^  at  I^af!  more  eligible  thja  tiic  j>rr tent  law, 
is  wholly  w:t:iujt  cftCwt,  bccauic  no  man  will  dare  to  piai 
ution. 

'cry       n  inuf^  be  convin.i-J  by  hi«»  own  exp-'Ir-nce  of  ?' 
Ch  whion  V):a',  hAV/,>i  w  Vvr;ivju::l: .'.      I  nr.  V.:    jr: 


v::. 
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whidi  jtt  I  canoot  prevail  upon  myfclf  to  forbear  ;  this 
nee  is  the  ufe  of  too  much  (huff,  to  which  it  is  well  known 

many  perfons  of  rank  are  not  lefs  addiSed  ;  and  therefore  I  do 
er  that  the  law  is  inefie^al,  which  is  to  encounter  with 
^habits  and  appetites  of  the  whole  mafs  of  the  common  people. 
IfFor  this  reaibn,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  what  has  been 
ended  in  this  debate,  any  new  law  that  may  put  the  enjoy- 
of  this  liquor  yet  farther  from  them,  by  faciliuting  profccutions, 
enforcing  penalties,  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  natural  force  of 

people  is  fuperior  to  the  law,  and  that  their  natural  force  will  be 
pned  for  the  defence  of  their  darling  fpirits,  and  the  whole  nation 
pAaken  with  univerial  fedition. 

It  has  been  obje^d  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  tax  now  propofed 
fiich  as  never  was  raifed  in  any  government,  becaufe,  though 
^mrf  may  confeflfedly  be  taxed,  vice  ought  to  be  conftantly  fup« 
tfled ;  and  this,  in  his  Lordihip's  opinion,  is  a  tax  upon  vice. 
Bis  Lordlhip's  diftinSion  between  luxury  and  vice,  between  the 
t  of  things  unlawful,  and  the  excefs  of  things  lawful,  is  undoubt- 
i]r  juft,  but  by  no  means  applicable  on  this  occaiicn  ;  nor  indeed 
B  the  noble  Lord  with  all  his  art  been  able  to  apply  it ;  for  he  was 
lig^  to  change  the  terms  in  his  argument ;  and,  inflead  of  calling 
LS  tax,  a  tax  upon  llrong  liquors,  to  ftigmatill:  it  with  the  odious 
fcDation  of  a  tax  upon  drunkennefs. 

To  caD  any  thing  what  it  really  is  not,  and  then  to  cerifure  it,  is 
ijcalys  too  eafy,  my  Lords,  to  be  done  with  fj^ycfs.  To  coii- 
fe  the  argument  it  is  only  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  this  tax  is  not 
ax  upon  drunkennefs,  but  a  tax  laid  upon  (Irong  liquors  fur  the 
rvcDtfon  of  drunkennefs  i  and  by  confequencc,  fuch  as  falb  within 
:  compafi  of  his  own  definition. 

Yhat  it  is  jiot  a  tax  upon  luxury  cannot  be  inferred  from  the  in-» 
lEtioe  of  tbofe  whom  it  is  intended  to  reform  ;  for  luxury  is,  my 
iffds»  miaudum  peffidentisy  of  different  kinds,  in  proportion  to  dif- 
ent  conditioiis  of  life,  and  one  man  may  very  decently  enjoy  thoic 
fcacics  or  pleafures  to  which  it  would  be  foolith  and  criminal  in 
■tbcr  to  afpire.  Whoever  fpcnds  upon  fuperfluities  what  he  mufl 
Sit  for  the  oeceffities  of  life,  is  luxurious  y  and  excefs  therefore  of 
dlled  fpirits  may  be  termed  with  the  utmoft  propriety  the  luxury  of 
:  poor. 
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This,  my  Lords,  appeared  to  be  vp  o  of  tke  aoH 
who  fpoke  fo  copioufly  on  this  quel     i  beginoing  ef 

bate  ;  of  this  opinion  was  the  Rev.  Pre  icn  be  Mtrm 

neceffity  itfelfwas  bicd/fu  luxurious^  and  of  this  opinion  fliuft  cvi 
be  who  advifcs  fuch  a  duty  to  be  laid  upon  tfacfe  liquon  as 
once  debar  the  poor  from  the  ufe  of  tbem  \  for  fuch  a  propc 
dently  fuppoies  them  unneceflTary,  and  all  enjoyinent  of  chu 
neceflary  is  a  degree  of  luxury. 

To  tax  this  luxury,  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  pcmidoa 
others,  is  now  propofed  ;  but  it  is  propofed  to  tas  it  only  to  i 
it,  to  fupprefs  it  by  fuch  flow  degrees  as  may  be  borne  by  the 
and  I  hope  a  law  To  faluury  will  not  be  oppofed  only  because 
afibrd  the  government  a  prefent  fupply. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  to  the  kk 
efic£t : — My  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  debate  woa 
been  much  (borter,  had  not  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoke 
fuffcrcd  themfclvcs  to  be  led  away  either  by  their  own  ical, 
zeal  of  their  opponents  from  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion,  ti 
I  fliall  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  their  attention,  thaf  this  im; 
controverfy  may  have  at  length  an  end. 

The  point,  the  only  point  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  now  to  be 
dercd,  is  this :  The  people  of  this  nation  have  for  feme  iime  p 
a  inofi  pernicious  an  J  hateful  kind  of  debauchery  ;  againil  «h^< 
ral  )a\v>  have  been  already  rnade^  which  experience  hj«  (hcwi 
fo  fill  \vi:iuiiit  cfrci5>,  i!i:it  ihe  diforJer  ha*  cvrrv  vejr  incrcaici 
them  ;   [u//.V  //!v  Dukf  A\:ifp€iiking^  the  Bijhcf'  of  Oxf-,-  i  .-.^ 
'•ut  rit.f.ticn  ts^i't  cv.:f'iiifJy  **  Yc^,  that  is  the  true  Itj'c  «  ?  f  < 
::f : *:  :l /:u i  (ht:  Dul i  //cy prd.^  and  aH\  J  u httht    : ::   L:' -V •  / 
.t.ik'tien  to  vi.iLj  -uh  jnf\itrfd  tttit  h  hsJ  n:    Ifh-n    -f   :•;:. 
^-  ■•:  i  ard  h  thrrtcf,-  froarJtil,]  A  new  lawt."  .reiorc  :*  p:«  ,■> 
itverc  iiJted  than  tiie  furmvr,  but  which  it  is  .lopcJ  will  he 
re  .iff  :i  norc  efficacious;  this  law  having  p.ilcd  through  i* 
lloutc,  IS  now   in  the  common  couifc  ot   our  prii^jJurc  to 
fiilercd  by  us  in  a  Cu.iimittce. 

We  .iir-   now,  mv  I.*ord^.  therefore  to  refol\c,  whrihef  a 

the  rtf(«r:narion  i»f  this  flacrant  vice  defer\e»  a:u  f  ^'ihcr  liel? 

V. htth'.r  v/e  (hall  join  wtih  the   othti   Ho'itt:  :r.  t';:eir  e  '.Jcai 

(efttire  the  ancient  fobiictv  ^^nJ  virtue  uf  ihc  iiii'.fi*  \  ^'^'^'C*  cr 

cf'.n  til fiippr obalt v!\  o\  iW. \i    jlUc^'^\ ^  vva^-^'a*, ^^ :■;   vi.c t .:  i r . as 
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thdr  defigB,  and  debar  them '  from-  uiing  tbe  opportunitiei 
lucceeding  years  majr  aflfbrd^  and  the  new  lights  which  expe* 
may  fup[dy  for  improving  thU  eflay,  however  imperfe&y  to  a 
and  uoexoepcionable  law. 
le  preUtes  whofe  laudable  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  virtue 
prompted  them  to  diftinguiih  tbemfelves  on  this  occafion  by  an 
imon  warmth  of  oppofitioo,  ought,  as  they  appear  fuUy  fen- 
of  the  calamities  which  intemperance  brings  upon  mankind,  to 
ler  likewife  the  coniequences  of  refufing  to  examine  in  a  Com- 
a  Bill  profefledly  drawn  up  to  reftrain  intemperance.  They 
It  to  remember,  that  by  rejcding  this  Bill  without  a  particular 
linadon  of  the  leveral  clau(es  which  it  contains,  and  without 
kfe  particular  objedions  which  fuch  examinations  necefiariiy  pro- 
ice,  we  (hall  difcover  a  contempt  of  the  wifdom  or  virtue  of  the 
Ibcr  Houfe,  which  may  incline  them  in  their  turn  to  obftrud  the 
Cafures  of  the  government,  or  at  leaft  to  neglect  that  evil,  however 
>^at,  for  the  redreis  of  which  they  have  no  reafon  to  exped  our 
NKurrence. 

Thofe  whofe  particular  province  it  is  to  infpe^l  the  lives  of  the 
Uiple,  to  recal  them  from  vice,  and  ftrengthen  them  in  virtue, 
touU  certainly  re&eSt  on  this  occafion,  that  the  fafeft  method  ought 
ft  be  chofen ;  and  therefore  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  promoted  ^ 
ecaufey  not  to  afiirm  too  much,  it  is  pof&ble  that  it  may  produce 
Nne  degree  of  reformation ;  and  the  word:  that  can  be  feared  is, 
utt,  tike  the  prefent  law,  it  will  be  inefFc^tual ;  for  the  corruption 
ad  licentioui'nefs  of  the  people  are  already  fuch,  that  nothing  can 
icreafe  them. 

The  Bi(hop  of  Sarum  then  fpoke  to  the  follcwing  purpofe:— My 
ords,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  the  noble 
>iike^  that  the  bill  now  before  us  ought  to  be  committed  without 
rther  oppofitlon,  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  un* 
orthy  of  the  honour  of  this  Houfe,  or  more  unfuitable  to  the  cha- 
i£ler  which  thofc  who  fit  on  this  bench  ought  to  defire,  than  to 
5rec  to  any  vote,  wliich  may  have  the  moft  diftant  appearance  of 
>probation. 

That  a  bill  drawn  up  for  the  reformation  of  manners,  for  the  rc- 
raint  of  a  predominant  and  deftru^ive  vice,  for  the  promotion  of 
irtue,  and  the  enforcement  of  religion,  ought  at  leaft  to  be  calmly 
id  particularly  confidered,   that   the  Uu4a\a\^  ^txAieaNwcis  ^\  >^^ 


Commont  mglit  not  to  be  SSotimmM'^f^ 
taiptiKMis  icjcCuon  oC  the 
ftttainment  of  a  purpofe  (b  Upponmfc 
fiUe  mediod  cf  perfuafion ;  bur,  n^ 
iriio  tome  toddfterate  iqpon  this  bBI 

A  very  flight  and  curibry  penifid  ef  tte  %■»  Hf 
fipate  aH  the  mifts  which  cfaineoanitflBprifei 
law  now  propofied  can  noAtr  be  aUal  mat 
miR  operate  veiy  powerfuDy,  dim^||h  IW'S 
agfceable  to  its  titk. 

To  prevent  the  excefive  life  of  any  thio^  bf  aBswiif  k 
§M  without  leftraint,  is  aki  expedient  whkh  the  wiHon  of  i 
mer  age  ever  difcovetedi  it  b  indeed  -a  iiiHacy  too  graft  ts 
mitted,  even  by  the  moft  incoofidetaie  ncg|igeiioe»  or  the  md 
temptuous  ftupidity  \  nor  am  I  at  aD  inclined  to  believe  i 
Commons  vrtll  impute  the  rejefliop  9f  tUs  bill  to  oor  §/k% 
virtue,  or  think  that  we  have  defeated  any  endeavooia  fer  A 
preffion  of  wickcdnefe. 

It  has  been  aiSrmed,  that  though  by  die  bill  the  fde  ia  poi 
it  is  permitted  only9  hecaufe  it  cannot  be  hindered ;  and  that  tk 
is  raifcd  fo  high,  that,  though  the  bwfal  venders  nay  be 
the  number  of  the  purchafers  muft  be  dtminiflked.  Bm 
argument,  like  all  others  that  have  yet  been  advancedt  is  cs 
by  the  bill  itfelf,  from  which  the  tax  now  propofcd  appoKS 
liich  as,  when  fubdivlded  bv  the  finall  tneafures  in  vrhkh  si 
fell  thefe  liquors,  will  fcarcely  be  perceived,  and  srfaich,  tho 
may  enrich  the  Government,  will  not  impoverifli  the  people*  i 
by  deftroying  their  health,  and  enervating  their  limbs. 

The  tax,  my  Lords,  even  fuppoling  it  paid  without  any  a 
of  evafton,  is  fo  low,  tha:  in  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  the  qiiansity 
tfaie  lower  people  ufually  demand  at  once,  it  docs  not  amonflt  \ 
denomination  of  money  i  and  fo  fmall  an  addition  vril  be 
overbalanced  by  the  iaie  of  a  hrger  quantity  than  fuionilj  s 
cannot  be  doubted  but  the  pradice  which  prevailed  in 
the  law,  w.ll  grow  yet  more  predominant  by  its 
and  that  therefore  the  advantiLge  of  a  large  and  quick  Calc  vriS 
the  price  more  than  fo  flight  a  tax  can  poffibly  increafe  lU 

I'he  noble  Duke  has  endeavoured  to  reduce  us  to  dUkuU 
urging,  that  (iivcc  ibc  eo^i^\QKi  qI  ^^  ^eo^oaauQ^V. 
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t  willingly  to  agree  to  any  law,  of  which  the  title  declares  that 
intended  to  produce  a  reformation,  becaufe  the  worft  that  can 
red  15,  that  it  may  be  without  efFed. 
Bkit,  my  Lords,  fuch  is  the  enormous  abfurdity  of  this  bill,  that 
'  plea  can  be  offered  for  it  with  the  leaft  appearance  of  reafon ; 
j^  the  greateft  abilities,  when  they  are  exerted  in  its  defence,  are 
fb  only  to  (hew  by  fruitlefs  efforts  that  it  cannot  be  vindicated. 

t5  ftate  of  the  nation  be  really  fuch  as  has  been  fupopfed,  if  the 
deteftable  and  odious  vice  has  overfpread  the  kingdom  to  its 
taoft  limits,  if  the  people  are  univerfally  abandoned  to  drunken- 
A,  (loth  and  villainy,  what  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  trifle  with 
iibtful  experiments,  and  to  make  laws  which  mud  be  fufpeded  of 
aScacy  ?  In  the  difeafes  of  the  fbte,  as  in  thofe  of  the  body,  the 
oe  of  the  remedy  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  ftrength  and 
iger  of  the  difeafe ;  and  furely  no  political  maUdy  can  be  more 
tnidable  than  the  prevalence  of  wickednefs,  nor  can  any  time 
luirc,  more   firmnefs,   vigilance,    and  aftivity  in    the   Icgiflative 


That  the  law,  therefore,  may  be  without  cfFevSt,  is,  in  the  prefent 
te  of  corruption,  if  it  has  been  truly  reprefented,  a  fufficient  rea- 
I  for  reje^ng  it,  without  allowing  it  to  be  committed ;  becaufe 
sre  is  now  no  time  for  indulgence,  or  for  delays :  a  nation  unU 
rially  corrupt,  muft  be  fpeedily  reformed,  or  fpeedily  ruined.  Thofe 
bits  which  have  been  confefled  to  be  already  too  powerful  for  the 
w%  now  in  being,  may  in  a  (bort  time  be  abfolutely  irrefiftible ; 
i  that  licentioufnefs  which  intimidates  the  ofHcers  of  juftice,  may 
another  year  infult  the  legiflature. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  yet  willing  to  hope  that  the  noble  Duke*s 
potmt  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  people,  was  rather  a  rhetorical 
aggeration  uttered  in  the  ardour  of  difpute,  than  a  flri£l  aflertion 
fkA% ;  and  am  of  opinion  that,  though  vice  has  indeed  of  late 
cad  its  contagion  with  great  rapidity,  there  are  yet  great  numbers 
infedrd,'  and  cannot  believe  that  our  condition  is  fueh,  as  that 
thing  can  make  it  more  mlferable. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country,  my  Lords,  thefe  liquors  have  not 
tbecn  much  ufed,  nor  is  it  likely  that  thofe  who  have  never  fold 
•TO,  when  the  law  allowed  them,  will  begin  an  unncccfTary  trade, 
len  it  will  expofe  them  to  penalties.  But  a  new  Jaw  in  favour  of 
rits  will  produce  a  general  inclination,  ^v\A  u  VI\t\\  ^l  wsvsjSaXxwv 
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will  incite  every  one  to  take  a  licence  for  the  retvi  of  tt 
liquor  ^  and  fo  every  part  of  the  kingdom  will  1  e  c<|iallj  Mi 
and  no  place  will  be  without  a  vender  of  ftatutabk  poifas. 
luxury  of  the  vulgar,  for  luxury,  in  my  opinion,  it  may  ve 
perly  be  called,  will  fttll  increafe,  and  vices  mnd  difiafea  wiS  i 
with  It. 

There  is  at  leaft  one  part  of  the  nation  yet  untaiotcdi 
which  defcrves  the  utmoft  care  of  the  legiflature,  and  wkid 
be  endangered  by  a  law  like  this  before  us.  The  chJdn 
Lords,  to  whom  the  aflfairs  of  the  prefcnt  generation  muft  be 
ferred,  and  by  whom  the  nation  muft  be  continued,  are  tm 
ignoble  part  of  the  public.  1  hey  are  yet  innocent,  2nd  a 
province  to  take  care  that  they  may  in  time  be  virtuous ;  vc 
therefore  to  remove  from  before  them  thofe  examples  that  ■ 
fc£l,  and  thofe  temptations  that  may  corrupt  them.  Wc  os 
reform  their  parents,  left  they  (hould  imiute  them  ^  and  10  < 
thofe  provocatives  to  vice,  by  which  the  prefcnt  generahoob 
intoxicated,  left  they  (houid  with  equal  force  operate  upon  ibe 

There  is,  therefore,  no  occafion,  my  Lords,  for  any  funk 
beration  upon  this  bill ;  which,  if  the  nation  be  yet  in  any  pi 
uinteJ,  will  infe<5l  it ;  and  if  it  be  univcrfally  corrupted,  Wi 
no  tendency  to  amend  it  i  and  which  wc  ought  for  thefe  real 
reject,  that  our  abhorrence  of  vice  may  be  publicly  known,  a: 
no  part  of  the  calamities  which  wickednefs  muft  produce,  1 
imputed  to  us. 

Lord  Delawar  then  fpoke  to  the  following  cScct  :—Mt 
As  I  am  entirely  of  opinion  that  a  more  accurate  examiu 
this  bill  will  evince  its  ufct'ulncfs  and  propriety  to  many  ui  the 
who  arc  now  moft  ardent  in  oppofing  it,  I  cjniKU  but  Curk 
ceflary  to  confuicr  it  in  a  Committee. 

It  is  to  bo  remembered,  my  LorJ^,  that  this  bill  is  intcik 
two  purpoli's  of  very  great  impoitance  to  the  publit:  ^  it  is  li 
that  the  111  cities  of  mankind  (hull  be  iccurcd  bv  the  fame  pn 
by  \sh\y^h  the  vicrs  of  our  own  people  jrc  to  be  reclaimed,  a 
plicS  for  c.irr\it:^  on  ti;c  war  (hall  be  r^tild  by  a  reformation 
mamuiN  of  (hr  (>eople. 

This,  my  Lords  is  furely  a  great  and  i:cr.iTou>  c^i'^n^ 
complication  of  public  benefits,  worthy  the  ni<*ll   r\A*icJ  «.rt 
Chc  niUl  refined  poYicv  \  ;u\A  \\\v)vl^  \x  o\x\  va  wh.ta  v.cw»  k 
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le  reconcHed^  fliould  appear  not  to  be  abfoluteljr  perfed,  it 
!t  be  allowed  to  defenre  regard;  nor  ought  we  to  rejeft 
▼ery  cautious  deliberation  any  probable  method  of  reforming 
on,  or  any  eafy  way  of  raifing  fupplies. 
encroachment  of  ufurpation  without,  and  the  prevalence  of 
liin,  is  a  conjun^on  of  circumftances  very  dangerous ;  ai^ 
ve  both  by  the  fame  means,  is  an  undertaking  that  furely  can- 
:rve  either  ccnfure  or  contempt ;  if  it  fucceeds,  it  may  de- 
he  loudeft  acclamations ;  and  if  it  foils,  muft  be  at  lead 
i. 

ule,  my  Lords,  of  fpirituous  liquors,  though  in  the  excefs 
frequently  to  be  obferved,  undoubtedly  detrimental  to  multi* 
»  not,  in  a  proper  degree,  either  criminal  or  unwhoiefome  ; 
efore  ought  not  to  be  prohibited  by  a  tax  fo  heavy  as  has  been 
I  by  a  noble  Lord,  who,  if  he  purfues  his  reafoning,  muft 
to  tax  in  the  dune  proportion  every  other  liquor  that  can 
er  to  vice. 

however,  certain,  that  too  much  b  wafted  in  riot  and  de« 
f ;  and  that  therefore  fome  addition  to  the  price  of  this  li* 
ght  to  be  made,  that,  though  the  ufe  of  it  may  be  continued, 
h  may  be  reftrained. 

t  will  be  die  efieds  of  this  Bill,  and  whether  either  of  thefe 
are  to  be  expeded  from  it,  can  be  known  only  by  an  impar* 
ninadon ;  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  difcufled  with  dut 
f  which  is  peculiar  to  a  Committee. 

LoNSDALX  here  got  up  again,  and  fpoke  to  this  purpofe  :-— 
rds.  That  a  Bill  which  (hall  reftrain  the  exceft  of  drinking 
liquors  without  hindering  their  moderate  ufe,  will  deferve 
lufe  of  every  lover  of  his  country,  I  cannot  deny ;  but  that 
I  Bill  can  be  contrived,  may  very  juftly  be  doubted ;  for  in 
on  to  their  price  they  will  always  be  ufed,  and  nothing  can 
xceft  but  a  high  tax,  fuch  as  I  have  already  propofed, 
)iU  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  indeed  by  no  means  ob- 
e  moderate  uie,  becaufi;  it  w31  give  an  unbounded  licence  to 
i  luxurious  excefs ;  if  thotfore  nothing  more  be  intended 
Committee,  than  to  confider  how  far  this  Bill  will  promote 
mation  of  the  peopir»  it  is  furely  not  neceffiuy  to  engage  in 
ler  enquiries* 
IL  G  g  V. 


this  L.li  but  ihc  pionu)ti(*:i  ('t  ilcb.iuchcry,  the  ii^.^rcai.: 
iicis,  the  lubvcriion  of  onlcr,  vi\d  the  decay  of  inuullry 
ot  ililca'e,  and  the  r.igc  ot  want. 

But  that  this  iiill  will  not  produce,  at  leaft  for  u>ric 
addition  to  the  public  revenue^,  has  not  yet  been  proi-c 
it  is  allowed  th^t  it  will  rail'c  money,  I  60  not  wor.ci 
flcadily  defended,  bccaufc  nothing  more  is  expected  tro: 
I  h.ivc  not  yet  convcnl-d  c:k>;i  :h  with  ilatefmcn  to  pc 
lh*:t  t''c  govtrnint-nt  nuj.i  vt  be  fupporced  by  means  ci 
end  for  which  government  is  inftituted,  I  am  AiU  a 
this  Hill  ou^ht  to  be  rt';rctcd  with  contemou  becaiife 
the  wealth  c*t  the  nation  with.>ut  any  equivalent  advani 
at  onrr  imp  *vtrll'h  the  pcoplv*,  and  corrupt  them. 

Lord  Ii.AV  xhin  Ipokc  tc»  t!)i<  tfi'.cl:— My  Lords 
be  (A  opinii  n  that  il.is  dtb.tc  v.,\i  Wki\  carried  on  with 
bv  iui  ir.can*:  ntetliarv,  ar.d  :h::C  th:*  o-uoltion  ha«  Km 
a  nvlt.iiwtn  7ral,  that  ihi.*  (•♦•■. ^t^  o\  this  Hill  h.'.\e  t»r  r 
|X'rhap>on  both  fHir**,  aii.l  that  the  opiniu:)s  vh!ih  hjxc 
niih  relation  to  it,  are  not  li-aMy  fo  oppofiic  a^  ihcy  ..}  ji 

Thole  who  oppoi'i-   li.e  ii:!!,  think  the   duty  u}-'  n 
hiuh  :**   to  hindrr  ti?n»   I'l-bauihcrv  which   fo  mu  h  ;*• 
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s,  will  be  patiendy  obeyed ;  diis  therefore  may  be  very  pro- 
ronfidered  as  the  firft  tax  neceflary  to  be  laid,  which  though  it 
>roduce  no  great  eSeds  in  itfelf,  may  at  lead  make  way  for  a 
I  that  (ball  be  more  fenfibly  felt,  til]  at  length  thefe  fatal  fpirits 
e  raiied  to  a  price  at  which  few  will  be  able,  and  none  willing, 
chafe  one  pleafure  of  drunkenneis* 

it  is  not  impofiible  that  even  this  tax,  with  the  other  provifions 

bill,  may  produce  the  reformation  which  is  unanimoufly  de- 

and  as  violence  (hould  never  be  ufed  till  gentle  methods  have 

ried,  this  bill  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  pafled,  and  therefore 

referred  to  a  Committee  without  further  debate ;  for  it  will  be 

It  both  by  our  allies  and  our  enemies,  that  a  great  part  of  this 

bl y  is  very  indifferent  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  if  we  delay 

)plies,  by  difputing  in  what  manner  they  fhali  be  raifed. 

le  queftion  being  then  put,  whether  the  bill  (hall  be  commit- 

was  carried  in  the  afilrmative.     And  the  Lords  Ddawar  and 

y  being  appointed  tellers,  the  numbers  were 


Its  —  59 

s  —  23 


Not  Contents  —  38 

Proxies  -—  16 


82  I  54 

ras  remarked  on  this  occafion,  that  there  being  ten  prelates  in 
>u(e,  they  all  divided  againft  the  queflion  ;  upon  which  the 
f  Cheftcrfield  feeing  them  come  towards  him,  faid,  he  doubted 
lad  not  miflaken  the  fide,  not  having  had  the  honour  of  their 
ny  for  many  years. 

o  days  after,  the  fame  bill  was  confidered  by  the  Houfe  of 
in  a  committee  to  which  all  of  them  were  fummoned,  and 
>ned  another  very  important  and  curious  debate. 


G  g  2  Friday 
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Fihrmary  t3»  I74ft-3* 


Thi  titli  $f  the  hiU  •»  SpirUmmi  Lifmn  Mig  rmi^  mm  ffffji 
tbtm  tbefnamUi  W€s  r$mlj  impmtitig^  ^  Am  mhtfwmpmii^ 
^  Urn mti ime^wvmUmiiS Imi atuaU Ai fm^  Ai M ^Qlk 
^  in  iMi€mi§n^  mtd  tktjkmt  hmi  mti  ^mm/imtd^MmlmM 
*  tbi  pmfrfa  imtniii^  Ae  C%wmmm  ttmg  igfinnr  m  f«j 
mHigkrjfi^a  m  Ai  mfiift  mmmir^  J§gmmiAf  rma  mt^ 
Zifumrs^  birmfUr  mtminudf  md  nfmiAifr^mi 


Lord  HiETiT  fpoke  to  the  eflbft  fcUoviag :— JLlj  Loi4» 

^Vfiuubuidiiur  fout  uKCMtts  Efffsmttitt  wIiicb  V0V  iwpq  ido  mbmcb 
Houfe  to  permit  this  bill  to  dcape  die  cenfoffe  it  deferred,  a 
admitted  to  >  farthcrnnwnmitkm  in  >  comniiteee»  I  anftflicai 
that  nodiiiigcaajiifilj  be  ofeed  in  its  defence;  andamnoirf 
dedare  mj  epinioo,  tbae  it  it  not  approved  even  bj  dMfewke 
cats  it;  of  wbom  I  canooc but  belkve, fipom long cqwricHe t 
judgment  and  dieir  knowledge,  that  they  oonfider  it  only  aa^i 
mmmner  of  raifing  money,  as  an  expedient  rather  necdaty  Ai 
gtble,  and  fuch  as  only  the  exigencies  of  the  government  cod! 
prevailed  upon  them  tt>  propofe  %  fmr  nothing  is  more  cviieai 
that  it  cannot  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  former  biD« 

This,  however  harfli  it  may  appear,  and  howcvti  inconfifb 
diat  ddicacy,  with  which  the  debates  of  this  angufi  Affaahi 
generally  been  carried  on,  muft  furdy  be  pardoned  on  this  oi 
if  (or  no  other  realbn,  at  leaft  for  this^  that  it  is  not  cafy  to  foi 
it  is  impoffibic  wholly  to  fuppreis  it  in  the  mind ;  and  to  fa 
fpeak  what  cannot  but  be  thought^  is  no  port  of  the  duty  of  i 
counTellor. 

The  condiiA  of  diofe  whofe  fbtion  futjjeAs  them  to  the  refii 
of  the  miniftry,  or  who  maybe  reifiNiably  imagined  to  caped 
from  them,  has,  throughout  all  our  deliberatioos  on  th^  bil 
fuch  as  evidently  discovers  their  only  care  to  be  the  impo^ui 
new  tax,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  6ind.  lliey  dqnot 
urge  ferioufly  any  other  argument  than  the  neoefity  of  raii^g 
or  to  oppofe  the  objefiions  that  have  been  ofbmd,  far  any  oiko 
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To  odier  argument  can  indeed  be  urged  in  vindication  of  a  bill 
ch  every  principle  of  policy  or  juftice  muft  incite  us  to  condemn  i 
il  by  which  the  fenfe  of  morality  and  religion  will  be  exdnguiihed, 
the  reftraints  of  law  made  inefie&ual ;  by  which  the  labourer 
manufaAurer  will  be  at  once  debilitated  and  corrupted,  and 
irfaich  the  roads  will  be  filled  with  thieves,  and  the  ilreets  with 
gars. 

t  appears,  my  Lords,  from  the  pigiPrs  on  the  table,  that  feven 
lions  of  gallons  are  every  year  diftilled  ;  and  experience  (hews  us, 
t  the  quality  of  the  liquor  is  fuch,  that  a  quarter  of  a  pint  is  fuffi* 
It  to  intoxicate  the  brain.  Upon  this  computation,  my  Lords, 
I  reafonable  to  believe,  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  labouring  hands 
his  nation  are  detained  from  their  proper  occupations  by  this  kind 
Irunkennefs ;  and  confequently  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  trade 
;very  year  loft,  or  perhaps  a  twentieth  part  of  our  people  every 
r  hurried  to  the  grave,  or  difabled  from  contributing  to  the  public 

Pbele,  my  Lords,  are  no  doubtful  h&s  or  conjedural  calculations, 
f  are  confirmed  by  the  moft  inconteftible  evidence,  and  eftablifhed 
ill  die  demonftration  of  arithmetic ;  and  therefore  your  Lordfhips 
in  no  danger  of  error  from  cither  ignorance  or  uncertainty,  but 
ft  determine,  if  you  approve  this  bill,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
rers  of  conhri£Hon,  and  muft  fet  afide  teftimony  and  reafon  at  the 
e  time. 

rhefe  fads,  my  Lords,  are  fo  plain,  that  the  warmeft  advocates 
the  bill  have  tacidy  acknowledged  them,  by  propofmg  that,  if  it 
bund  inefFedual,  it  fhall  be  amended  in  the  next  feffion.  What 
R  this  propofal  may  have  upon  others,  I  know  not;  bi|t  for  my 
:,  I  (hall  never  think  it  allowable  to  fport  with  the  profperity  of 
public,  or  to  try  experiments  by  which,  if  they  foil,  the  lives  of 
ifands  muft  be  deftroyed. 

uch  a  (cheme,  my  Lords,  very  ill  becomes  tho{b  to  whom  their 
rftors  have  tranfmitted  the  iliuftrious  character  of  guardians  of 
people  ;  for  furcly  fuch  cruelty  was  never  practifed  by  the  utmoft 
itonnefs  of  tyranny,  or  the  moft  favage  rage  of  invadon.  No 
I  ever  before  conceived  the  defign  of  fcattering  poifon  for  a  certain 
od  of  ume  among  the  people,  only  to  try  what  havoc  it  would 

G    g    J  ^WtaftL 
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What  will  be  the  effeas  of  unrcftrained  i  UcedMUw 
may  be  known,  without  the  guilt  of  fo  drcadi  in  enperimer.:* 
by  obferving  the  prefent  conduct  of  the  people,  even  while  tb? 
hindered  from  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  pleafuref,  by  the  t:::) 
a  penal  law.  Whoever  (hall  be  fo  far  touched  with  the  ir:r: 
the  public,  as  to  extend  his  enquiries  to  the  loweft  dalles  o:  tac 
pie,  will  find  feme  difeafcd,  arid  others  vitiated ;  he  will  ^nd 
imprifoned  by  their  creditors,  fikl  others  ftarving  their  chilJrco 
if  he  traces  all  thefe  calamities  and  crimes  to  th?ir  ori^'iul 
will  find  them  all  to  proceed  from  the  Jove  of  diAiCcd  liquors. 

I  knov.',  my  Lords,  that  in  anfwer  tn  all  the fe  expofi  j:^:  o:i^ 
thoafand  more,  it  will  be  ur.!cd  bv  the  minifters  ai^u  ti.-..r :: 
that  tiierc  is  no  other  method  to  be  found  of  raifmg  :he  t'^/p  •' 
that  the  demands  of  the  government  mull  be  tkUbncJ  «:  u:. 
rate,  and  by  whatever  means. 

Though  I  am  very  far  from  approving  this  atlcnion,  1  . 
wonder  at  its  prevalence  among  thofe  who  are  cnricheJ  b\  cv: 
and  whofe  only  claim  to  the  preferments  which  th:ry  enjoy  ar;ir 
their  readinefs  to  concur  in  every  fcheme  for  increafing  the  b 
of  the  puMic  ;  and  therefore  (hall  never  expecl  ilicir  kpprol. 
any  propolj!,  by  which  a  ntw  tax  may  be  retarded.  Yet  I 
but  declare  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  ou^ht  to  fulpenJ  c^:  p- 
ing««  that  the  Commons  may  difcovcr  what  danger  thci:  :a.j 
f  rccipitation,  or  b!ii:d  compliance,  has  brou-^i.i  u:^  *n  i\c  - 
and  that  the  peop!*.*  may,  by  fo  fignal  a  proof  of  our  wi-.-pj  ■^' 
be  alarmed  againlt  any  attempt  of  the  fame  kind  u:;Jcr  z.  \ 
adminiftration. 

Thi<,  mv  Lord«,  will  Ivj  confiicrivl,  not  or.lv  bv  rctlc:  *., 
uU  the  wife  and  honed  men  o\  the  prefent  turc,  ^^  ^  -:^.^: 
regard  for  virtue,  and  imr  altcntma  to  the  pulvc  u-. !'j:r. 
coniiucl  ^*ill  be  iLvictiy  .ipproved,  c\en  by  th*>»'c  who  r-.;i 
thcnilelve^  obliged  to  uppofc  it  in  public  ;  and,  as  it  will  be  n 
and  decent,  may  probaWy  prefcrve  the  nation  without  irnta: 
other  Houfe. 

I  therefore  move,  m;  Lords,  that  inftcad  of  proceeding:  in 
perfluous  h^rms  ut  a  Committee,  we  (hould  rcfumc  the  Hou 
endeavour  to  obtain  farther  intormation. 

Aftet  a  (hort  filence,  I.o:  J  Cholmondelcy  fpcke  lo  ikti 
My  Lords,  The  o\>ki\4Uov\&  ytYtlidk^  <Kk^^i^  ^MSLs^vftoxI^  a 
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forced  in  the  late  debate,  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to 
on  this  occafion,  are  in  themfelves,  indeed,  fufficiently  perti- 
md  have  been  urged  by  his  Lordfliip  with  uncommon  fpirit 
gance  ;  but  he  ought  to  have  reflected,  that  general  declama-- 
re  improper  in  a  Committee,  where  the  particular  claufcs  of  the 
;  to  be  fcparntcly  confidered. 

}pok^  therefore,  that  inftead  of  wafting  that  time,  of  which  the 
:cs  of  the  public  now  require  an  uncommon  frugality,  in  ufe- 
toric,  and  untimely  vehem'cnce,  we  fliould  proceed  to  examine 
r  the  diftinil  paragraphs  of  this  bill,  by  which  it  may  more 
ppcar,  wiK'thcr  it  ought  to  be  rejected  or  approved, 
mnot  indeed  be  propofed,  that  any  of  the  claufes  (hall  be 
rd  in  this  Committee;  for  the  claims  of  the  Commons,  and 
ftinacy  with  which  they  have  always  adhered  to  them,  on 
cr  they  are  founded,  is  well  known.  I  am  old  enough  to  re- 
r  the  animofities  which  have  arifcn  between  the  two  Houfcs, 
ttemprs  to  acljuft  this  part  of  their  prctcnfions ;  animofities 
at  this  time  may  be  not  only  dangerous  to  ourfelves,  but  fatal 
rcat  part  of  mankind,  and  which  it  ought  therefore  to  be  our 
care  not  to  excite. 

1  Aylesford  :  —  My  Lords,  Though  the  confideration  of 
in'£l:  paragraphs  of  the  bill  be,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  very  juftly 
:d,  the  proper  bufincfs  of  the  Committee  ;  yet  fince,  as  he  has 
c  obfervii.1,  the  prcfent  ftate  or  our  aft'airs  requires  unufual  ex- 
n,  I  thinic  vvc  may  very  properly  fpare  ourfelves  the  trouble  of 
ring  par.!^;i  apiis  which  we  cannot  amend  ;  and  which  are  in 
Ives  fo  clear  and  fo  obvious,  that  they  may  be  underftood  in 
ill  extent  upon  a  curfory  pcrufal. 

,  my  Lord>,  though  I  think  it  not  proper  to  follow  our  ufual 
1  of  confidcring  tiyj  parisgraphs  diilindly,  which  can  only 
:he  bill  forward  tov/aivis  the  tliird  rcadi!j^,  as  it  has  already 
jrccd  iiito  the  Committee;  yet  1  t.iink  it  not  neceflary  to 
the  other  Iiouil',  alaim  our  a'.!iv~,  or  encourage  our  enemies, 
^t;ng  that  bill  by  which  it  \s  \iMc:\-ucd  ih.u  tlic  fvjp;/iics  Ihall  be 
1  here  is  an  eafy  and  moderate  n;cthod  by  v/hich  the  fame 
iv  be  attained  without  any  difturbance  of  the  public,  any  im- 
:nt  of  the  fchemcs  of  the  government,  or  any  juit  offence  to 
tmmons* 

G  g  4  Inftead 


L'oid  IiAY  .— Mv  hoTLi.  If  wr   raniirr   ir«  rrc 

C ore  rrio'  t .  ajj) a  j^t  :V- : ':» .  r : j-it-  .'•   v  : r   w-i :  i  tr.r  r  n 

motion,  and  iVrctt  iht  ir-tiLw^jr^  of  :?t  zteihoit  wh:c 

Tnt  «!2..''m  wh'ch  he  fuppoie-s  u«  to  g.rc  the  Cor 
ponin^  the  bill  before  ui^  the  obirn^t:Qn&  vh:ch  L^e^ 
ojr  co:id'j3,  the  new  inforsutjons  which  tbej  viD  r 
rew  biil  which  they  wiil  fend,  are  raerehr  inuginaij. 
cor.fider  themfelves  a«  concerned  in  the  delij  or  ex; 
pPHiedare,  but  wi'l  iip^e  us  to  ad  upon  our  ova 
it  ;s  net  r.cceflan-  f^r  them  to  cxiaiine,  and  wiO  bf 
another  bill  for  fup|dies,  l11  they  are  intomied  that  tha 

1  iius  my  Lordf,  we  fhall  only  retard  the  fuppliea, 
i.-i^,  or  being  able  to  alter,  the  method  of  rmiiing  thri 
paU  that  bill,  without  examinatioo,  which  we  now  nc^I 
I  lell  we  (bould  pafs  i: ;  or  perhaps  initate  the  Conmoi.i 

of  our  condu3,  which,  if  thry  Ihouli  rcfohe  toconiid 
probably  coi;fid<r  only  to  cenJ'urc. 

I^rd  AYLEsroaD:^My  Lord«,  I  am  no  ftrangcr 

nf  rhr  C'!cimfnnn&  to  1      fo!e  :     i  indenendent  ri^ht  ot  ft 
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ny  Lords,  I  cannot  think  the  poffibilityof  an  ill  conlequencc 
Qcnt  fufiicient  to  flicw  the  unrearoiiaUeiie<s  oif  my  propofid; 
inconveniencies  that  may  arife  from  poftponing  the  bill,  are 
fible,  but  the  calamities  that  we  (hall  bring  upon  our  country 
g  it  are  certain. 
vc  are  likewife  to  confider,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  events,  of 

can  only  be  faid  that  they  may  happen,  may  alfo  not  happen. 
re  fled,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  an  Allembly  of  reafon- 
igs,  that  it  is  filled  by  the  reprefenutives  of  the  Britifli 
oy  men  who  will  (hare  the  calamities  of  die  public,  and  whofe 
t  is  equally  with  ours  to  prevent  the  deftrudion  of  our  com* 
he  decay  of  our  manufadures,  the  corruption  of  the  prefent 

the  ruin  of  pofterity,  1  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  apply 
es  to  a  candid  review  of  the  bill  which  they  have  fent,  and 
heat,  jealoufy,  or  difputes,  explain  it  as  they  may  do  by 

which  will  be  no  deviation  froai  the  rules  which  they  have 
id  for  themfelvcs,  and  by  which  they  may  (ecure  the  happi« 
leir  country  without  receding  from  their  own  preten(ions. 
3uke  of  Bedford  :— My  Lords,  The  propo£d  made  by  the 
»rd  appears  to  me  fo  prudent  and  equitable,  fo  moderate  and 
able,  and,  in  my  opinion,  fuggefts  fo  eafy  a  method  of  recon- 
e  pretentions  of  the  Commons  with  the  neceffity  of  amending 
that  I  cannot  but  think  it  worthy  of  the  unanimous  appro« 
:  your  Lordfhips. 

very  far  from  conceiving  the  Commons  to  be  an  Aflembly 
ieaf  to  rcafon,  or  imagining  them  (b  void  of  all  regard  ice 
nefs  of  the  public,  as  that  they  will  facrifice  it  to  an  obfti- 
^rence  to  claims  which  they  cannot  but  know  to  be  in  them- 
pu table,  and  of  which  they  muft,  at  leaft,  allow  that  they 
fo  far  juft  as  they  contribute  to  the  great  end  of  government, 
ral  good. 

:ft  they  (hould  by  any  pcrverfc  and  unfeafonable  obftinacy 
ore  to  the  prefcrvation  of  their  own  power,  than  to  the  pro- 
>f  the  happinefs  of  their  conftitucnts,  a  method  is  now  pro- 

which  the  errors  of  this  bill  may  be  corrc<5led,  without  any 
n  of  either  Huutc.  The  Commons  may  eafily  be  informed 
angers  which  arc  juftly  dreaded  from  this  bi}l  ^  and  may 
prepare  another,  by  which  a  tax  of  the  fame  kind  may  be 
lout  a  general  licence  of  druukcnivtt^  *,  oy  \i  ^  \swt.^^  ^ 


which  thc-y  have  hitht-rto  pr  »|i(»li.J. 

Ill  order  to  the  cftlctu.il  n  iir.iint  orili:  comnion  \  .. 
ufc  of  thcfc  pcrniciou:*  liquoi-,  thc-y  .i::>p«  {>)<•  ikc;:--, 
a  very  l:irgc  duty  to  be  paid  hv  ilic  dilMlcr,  \vh:<.ii  m  ^:. 
ducc  ill  fomc  degree  the  erte».l  which  lii.'.  c.xj  jct  ii  .:i\ 
produce  it  by  giving  rife  to  inn;i:Tieral>ic  trauds  u:'J  i  ^  ■ 

The  immediate  confequcitce  or  a  hj.ivy  djty  \%<:l<]  i  ! 
our  diftillery,  which  is  now  a  very  cx:'jnri\c  a;iJ  pr* •:-.': - 
^hich  gicat  multitudes  are  e.-npIi'Vcd,  \^ho  mui;  i:i.t^:i 
ccli'ation  ot'  it,  linic  into  poxcitv.  Qjr  llii!^,  ir.\  L<: 
fupply  our  natives  with  liquor^  which  t.icy  uL'd  rur.nt..- 
from  foreign  countries,  and  t he:  c fore  incrcafe,  or  at  L-a:* 
wealth  of  our  country  j  but  they  iikcA  ii\:  f.irr..i:i  la:^..  .^ 
exportation  to  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  oih-.r  plac-.^.  i- 
will  the  duty  propoi'cd  to  be  laid  upon  this  !iyj'»E  u'kc  ; 
]  this  trade  will  be  at  an  end,  and  itX'Mi:  wr.d  i*    .v  :  •  .  ■ 

reduced  to  fupport  ihcmfclvcs  by  other  c::.,  .  »  •!.    iis 
countries  in  which  our  fpirits  are  now  dra;ir.,  ^^.'.  rj   ; 
from  other  nations  with  liquors  at  oih'l*  c:.....p..  j.:. :  :-- 

It  may  be  propofcd  as  an  «.v|Ki:  ■.•.:   i   :   :..c   p.i..*. 
foreign  trade,  th.it  thj  dutv  Ih./i  -.'l-  k-;   .  i;   ..ii  ex,*  r;.: 
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be  very  little  dearer  than  at  prefent,  and  drunkcnnefs  and 
y  will  {till  prevail. 

lefe  arts,  and  a  thoufand  others,  will  be  praclifed  by  the 
obt;;in  this  infatuating  liquor,  cannot  be  doubted.  It  can- 
lagincd  that  they  will  forbear  frauds,  who  have  had  recourfc 
?,  or  that  thofe  will  not  endeavour  to  elude  the  government, 
alreadv  defied  it. 

igorous  law  will  be  either  fecretly  evaded,  or  openly  violated; 
re  reftraint  will  be  (ha ken  oft  cither  by  artifice  or  vice ;  nor 
ice,  however  dangerous  or  prevalent,  be  correJ^  but  by 
es,  by  ftraightening  the  reins  of  government  imperceptibly, 
)era'Jdirig  a  iecond  flight  reftraint,  after  the  nation  has  been 
ime  habituated  to  the  flrfl. 

ie  government  proceeds  by  thefe  eafy  and  gentle  methods  of 
)n,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  negligence,  but  necefSty  ; 
has  the  government  been  from  any  connivance  at  this  vice, 
med  force  was  neccfl'ary  to  fupport  the  laws  which  were 
eftrain  it,  and  fecure  the  chief  perfons  of  the  ftate  from  the 
the  populace,  whom  they  had  only  provoked  by  denying 
pernicious  liquor. 

therefore,  my  Lords,  all  oppofition  to  this  predominant  in- 
has  appeared  without  efFedl,  fmce  the  government  evidently 
wet  to  conquer  the  united  and  incciiant  ftruggles  for  the 
drunkennefs,  what  remains  but  that  this  vice  fhould  pro* 
:  advantage  to  the  public,  in  return  for  the  innumerable 
:h  arife  from  it,  and  that  the  government  (houid  fnatch  the 
rtunity  of  taxing  that  vice  which  cannot  be  reformed  ? 
uty  arifcs,  indeed,  from  a  concurrence  of  different  caufcs, 
ifigns  in  the  government,  and  of  bad  inclinations  in  the 
I'he  tax  is  juii,  and  well  meant;  but  it  can  be  made 
to  fupport  the  cxpenccs  to  which  it  is  appropriated,  only 
olution  of  the  populace  to  continue  in  fome  degree  their 


it  1  ~ 


t  • 


ir,  my  Lords,  from  thinking  this  method  of  raifmg  money 
►r  its  own  fake,  or  julHnable  by  any  other  plea  tlian  that  of 
If  it  were  poiTible  at  once  to  extinguish  the  thirfl  of  fpirits, 
/ho  had  any  regard  for  virtue,  or  for  happincfs,  would  pro- 
jgment  the  revenue  by  a  tax  upon  them. 


aficdions  fro  this  pcrmcious  cnjojrment,  by  making  c 
of  it  every  year  newhat  more  diflktilc :  but  we  muf 
their  wifhes,  and  exafperate  their  refentment,  by  depr: 
once  of  their  whole  felicity.  By  this  method,  my  Lord: 
bttt  we  (hall  obtain  what  we  have  hitherto  endeavoured 
fuccefs  ;  and  I  believe  that  though,  in  open  defiance  of 
^irits  are  now  fold  in  every  ftreet  of  this  cit}\  a  nntie 
in  a  (bort  time,  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  to  ott 
oients,  and  the  vice  of  drinking  fpirits  will  be  fergoctei 

Lord  HiRTEY  then  rofe  up  again,  and  fpoke  to  the 
ing : — My  Lords,  Though  1  have  always  coofidered  i 
once  wicked  and  abfurd,  I  imagined  till  now  that  the 
it  would  have  been  able  to  have  argued  at  leaft  fpecioufl] 
falidly,  in  defence  of  it ;  nor  did  I  imagine  it  to  have 
indefenfible,  till  I  dilcovered  how  little  the  extenfire  kf 
long  experience,  and  the  penetrating  fecefight  of  the  ool 
%oke  laft,  enabled  him  to  produce  in  vindication  of  it. 

His  Loffdlhip*s  argument  is  reducible  to  this  Angle  \ 
the  drinking  diftilled  liquors  cannot  be  prevented;  an 
he  drew  this  inference,  that  fmce  it  is  a  point  of  wi 
misfortunes  to  advant:     •,  we  ought  to  contrive  mctb 
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fattion  and  deferts  his  charge,  nor  deierves  any  ocher  charader 

that  of  lazincfs,  negligence,  or  cowardice, 
lie  prefervation  cf  virtue  where  it  fubfifts,  and  the  recovery  of  it 
PC  it  is  loft,  are  the  only  valuable  purpofes  of  government.  Laws 
A  do  not  promote  thefe  ends  are  ufelefs,  and  thofe  that  obvtats 
■  are  pernicious.  The^overnment  that  takes  advantage  of  wicked 
[nations,  by  accident  predominant  in  the  people,  and,  for  any 
porary  convenience,  inftead  of  leading  them  back  to  virtne^ 
^es  them  deeper  into  vice,  is  no  longer  a  facred  inftitution,  be- 
fe  it  is  no  longer  a  benefit  to  fociety.  It  is  from  chat  time  a  fyftem 
vickednefs,  in  which  bad  ends  are  promoted  by  bad  means,  and 
;  crime  operates  in  fubordination  to  another. 
lot,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  ihew  the  unreafonableneft  of 
;  inference,  becaufe  the  aflertion  from  which  it  is  deduced  cannot 
proved.  That  the  exceffive  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  cannot  be  pre- 
ned,  is  a  very  daring  paradox,  not  only  contrary  to  the  experience 
all  paft  times,  but  of  the  prefent ;  for  the  law,  which  is  now  to  be 
Kaled,  did  in  a  great  degree  produce  the  efieds  defired  from  it, 
I  the  execution  of  it  was  fufpended,  not  by  the  inability  of  the 
^ftrates  or  obftinacy  of  the  people,  but  by  the  artifice  of  minifters, 
10  promoted  the  fale  of  fpirits  fecrctly,  for  the  fame  reafon  which 
ntcs  our  prefent  more  daring  politicians  to  eftablifh  the  ufe  of  them 

a  law. 

The  defeds  of  this  law,  for  that  it  was  deleave  cannot  be  denied, 
ye  in  the  manner  of  levying  the  duty ;  for  had  half  the  duty  chat 
IS  demanded  from  the  unlicenfed  retailers,  been  required  from  the 
liUer,  there  had  been  no  need  of  informations ;  nor  had  we  been 
inned  with  the  difmal  accounts  of  tfie  rage  and  cruelty  of  die  peo« 
;,  or  the  viofent  deaths  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  grow  rich  by 
mmencing  profecutions.  Tlie  duty  had  been  regularly  paid,  the 
(uors  had  been  made  too  dear  for  common  ufe,  and  the  name  of 
rics  had  been  in  a  ihort  time  forgotten  amongft  us. 
From  this  defed,  my  Lords,  arofe  all  the  difficulties  and  inconve- 
mcics  that  have  impeded  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  prevented 
e  eStSts  that  were  expected  from  it,  and  by  one  amendment  they 
ight  be  all  removed. 

Bat  iaftead  of  endeavouring  to  improve  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy 
bicfa  was  before  piropofed  for  this  univerCiI  malady,  we  are  now  told, 
at  it  was  too  forciUe  to  take  eflfed,  and  t\i2A.  \x  oi^'j  IsSh^^  V^,  "^^esk. 


4^4  DtBATS     ov  [m 

Thcfe  caudont  are  in  d      bill  Tery  tHj  dbbrmL 

trade,  which  all  aUow  to  admi  p        to   lebavchenr,  ■ 

todifeafes  will,  by  die  prov     ns i  L -^    ..ik  away  bjr  4e 

and  the  bealdi  and  virtue       die  peo|ik  will  be  preferred  or  if 
mithout  murmurs  or  commodons. 

We  muft  confider,  likewife,  my  Lords,  the  necrfitr  d  i 
fupplies,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  beea 
upon  the  fcheme  which  is  now  under  your  confideracion. 

In  examining  the  neoeffity  of  procuring  fupplies,  I  flull  doc 
tiate  upon  the  prcfeot  danger  of  die  liberties  of  all  chi«  part  < 
vrorld  I  upon  the  dtftrels  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  need 
prelerving  the  balance  of  power,  or  the  apparent  deOtr^  < 
antient  and  incefint  difturbers  of  mankind,  topics  which  hjvt 
on  former  occafions  fufficiendy  explained. 

It  is  now  only  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftate  of  our 
requires  expedition,  and  that  a  happy  peace  can  only  be  en 
from  a  fttcce&ful  war,  and  that  war  can  only  be  made  fucccH 
vigour  and  difpatch. 

If  by  liberal  grants  of  money,  and  ready  concurrence  in  a 
ceflary  mcafures,  we  enable  his  Majefty  to  raife  a  powrr?.^. 
there  is  no  rcafon  to  doubt  that  a  fingle  campign  may  procure 
chat  it  may  eftablifli  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  raife  our  al!  c 
were  fo  lately  diftrefled,  to  their  former  greatnefs. 

Thefe  fupplies,  my  Lords,  which  are  fo  e«'identl y  nccefla:;, 
by  the  method  now  propofed,  be  eafily,  fpcedily,  ari  chc^,-^  t 
Upon  the  fecurity  which  this  a^^  will  afford,  large  fums  arc  . 
ofTcred  to  the  government  at  the  low  intcreft  of  three  i^  a  ra 
bjr  thofe  who,  if  the  conditions  of  the  loan  are  change  J,  u ..!  ? 
demand  four  in  a  few  days,  or  raife  money  by  a  comr:r.ar.oc 
rate  of  five  or  fix  fur  a  hundred ;  of  which  I  would  r  <  r 
how  much  it  will  embarrafs  the  public  meafures  or  h^w  cr. 
wUl  cncuuiage  our  enemies  to  an  obftinate  rcfalancc. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  inconvenicncies  to  be  feared  f  a 
ing  this  bill,  or  from  poftponing  it ;  by  which  is  pLuruv  i? 
oiiiy  a  mere  gentle  and  tender  manner  of  rcjccling  it,  by  h^s* 
the  Commons  your  difapprobation  of  it,  and  the  ncccjity  of  i 
up  another,  which  you  cannot  do  without  hazarding  the  pcAce 
nation  and  the  fate  of  the  war. 
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t  Commons,  who  are  not  obliged  to  enquire  what  reception 
iUs  find  here,  may  perhaps  not  immediately  prepare  another, 
Ser  time  to  elapfe,  till  neceffity  ihall  oblige  us  to  comply  with 
aeafures  which  we  cannot  approve* 

ry  may  likewife^  by  a  kind  of  fenatorial  craft,  elude  all  our  pre- 
is,  and  make  the  rejedion  of  the  bill  inefFedual,  as  was  once 
when  a  bill  for  a  tax  upon  leather  was  rejeSed ;  the  Corn- 
determining  not  to  be  dire<^d  in  the  methods  of  raiiing 
,  Tent  up  the  fame  bill  with  only  a  fmall  alteration  of  the  title, 
a  duty  upon  tanned  hides,  which  the  Lords  were,  for  want  of 
obliged  to  pafs* 

,  my  Lords,  (hould  the  other  Houfe  difcover  in  this  fmgle 
;e,  any  uncommon  degree  of  flexibility  and  complaiiance, 
they  patiently  endure  the  rejedion  of  the  bill,  admit  the 
?  of  the  reafons  upon  which  your  Lordfbips  have  proceeded, 
Ilingly  engage  in  drawing  up  a  new  (cheme  for  raifing  fuppHcs  ; 
pon  this  fuppofition,  which  is  more  favourable  than  can  rea- 
f  be  formed,  the  bufinefs  of  the  year  will  be  very  much  per- 
»  and  the  new  bill  hurried  into  a  law  without  fuflicient  caution 
beration. 

r  fefHon  is  now,  my  Lords,  fo  far  advanced,  that  many  of  the 
ions  have  retired  into  the  country,  whofe  Jdvice  and  affiftance 
;  neceJiary  in  the  proje^on  of  a  new  money  bill,  fo  that  the 
ill  muft  be  formed  in  a  ihort  time,  and  thin  Houfe  ;  and,  in- 
the  multiplicity  of  confiderations  neceflary  to  another  bill  of 
ind,  is  fuch,  that  I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  advife  or 
ike  it. 

:  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  muft  flrtke  out  another 
r  for  a  confiderable  impoft,  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
»  is  in  itfelf  no  eafy  tafk.  This  fchcme  muft  be  fo  adjufted  as 
onfiftent  with  all  the  other  taxes,  Ivhich  will  require  long  con- 
»ns  and  accurate  enquiries.  It  muft  then  ftruggle,  perhaps^ 
h  an  obftinate  and  artful  oppofition,  before  it  can  pafs  through 
rms  of  the  other  Houfe;  and,  when.it  comes  before  your 
ips,'  may  be  again  oppofed  with  no  lefs  zeal  than  the  bill 
us,  and  perhaps  likewife  with  equal  reafon. 
hek  dangers  and  difficulties  will  be  avoided  by  trying,  for  a 
l^ear,  the  experiment  which  i$  noyv  propofed ;  and  which,  if 
oM  fail)  may  be  better  adjufted  in  the  time  of  leifure^  which 
.U.  H  h  *  ^^ 
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the  beginning  of  the  next  feffioo  will  ediy  sloii;! 

which  time  I  am  afraid  no  amendment  can  |        Ij  be  mdr. 

It  has  been  propofed,   indeed^   bj  1 e  Lord,   dnt 

{hillings  (hould  be  laid  upon  every  gaUon  of  diftiUcd  H^aon,  1 
would  undoubtedly  leflen  the  confumpdon,  but  would  n  ik 
time  deftroy  the  trade ;  a  trade  from  which  large  profin  mn 
time  gained  ;  iince  our  diftillcrs  have  now  acquired  fuch  flcE 
the  mod  delicate  palate  cannot  diftinguifll  their  liquon  fros 
which  foreigners  import. 

If  the  duty  be  raifed  to  the  height  propofed,  it  muft  be  aBov 
be  re-paid  for  all  that  (hall  be  exported  ;  otherwife  foreign  9 
will  deprive  us  of  this  part  of  our  trade ;  and  it  has  been  1! 
fliewn,  that  by  mock  exportations  the  duty  may  be  frequentlj  n 

Thus,  my  Lords,  there  will  be  difficulties  on  either  haoi 
duty  fo  high  be  paid,  the  manufacturer  will  be  mined  ^  ii  &t  be  ei 
the  confumption  will  be  leflcned. 

One  inconvenience  will  eafily  be  difcovered  to  be  tbe  nee 
confequence  of  any  confiderable  advance  of  the  price,  ^^'e  x 
certain  that  an  aA  of  the  Senate  will  not  moderate  the  pific: 
alter  the  appetites  of  the  people ;  and  that  they  will  not  be  Iz 
firous  of  their  ufual  gratifications,  becaufe  they  are  denied 
The  poor  may,  indeed,  yield  to  neceffity,  unlefs  fiiey  find  tbeta 
able  to  refift  the  law,  or  to  evade  it  i  but  thole  who  can  a?: 
pleafe  their  tafte,  or  exalt  their  fpiriu  at  a  greater  ezpenct,  w. 
r;ot  as  before,  but  widi  this  difference,  that  their  exccdcs  wu 
duce  no  advantage  to  the  public. 

If  an  additional  duty  of  three  (hillings  be  bid  upon  every  ga- 
dillilled  liquors,  the  produA  of  our  own  diftillery  will  be  dearer 
tholi;  liquors  which  are  imported  from  foreign  parts;  and,  the: 
it  cannot  but  be  expeAed  that  the  money  which  now  c^rr 
amongft  us,  vrill  in  a  (hort  time  be  ciandeftinely  canied  izt:> 
countries. 

Such,  my  Lords^  will  be  the  efieA  of  thofe  taxes  whuh  1 
flrongly  recommended  i  and,  therefore,  they  ou^ht  no:  to  bi 
pofed,  till  all  other  methods  of  proceeding  have  been  fuuiid  incSt 

It  is  poffible,  inJeed,  that  the  regulation  fpecifieJ  ir.  this  b.l', 
not  produce  any  beneficial  cfTcA,  and  tlut  the  prefeat  p? a«:bcc  < 
baucbery  may  ftiU  continue  among  the  people  ^  but  it  u  ai 
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HKIe  that  this  tax  may^  by  increafing  the  price,  augment  the 
ue  at  the  fame  time  that  it  leiTens  the  confumption. 
is  propofal  has  by  fome  Lords  been  treated  as  a  paradox  ;  but 
certainly  fufpeded  it  of  falfehood,  only  for  want  of  patience  to 
the  calculations  neceflary  in  fuch  difquifitions.  The  tax  of  the 
B  year  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds; 
mB  tax  is  now  doubled,  fo  that  the  fame  quantity  would  produce 
Kee  hundred  and  forty  thoufand ;  but  if  one  third  lefs  fhould  be 
ftrnfunicd,  the  prefent  tax  will  amount  to  no  more  than  two  hundred 
mi  twenty  thoufand  pounds ;  and  when  fifty  thoufand  licences  are 
kded,  the  revenue  will  gain  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  though 
lie  third  part  of  the  confumption  fhould  be  hindered. 
^But,  my  Lords,  fuppofing  no  part  of  the  confumption  hindered,  I 
kuinot  think  that  bill  fhould  be  rejeAed,  which,  in  a  time  of  danger 
Hbe  the  prefent,  fhall  add  to  the  public  revenue  an  annual  income  of 
re  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  leflening  any 
nufoAure,  without  burthening  any  ufeful  or  Yirtuots  part  of  the 
iiadon^  and  without  giving  the  leafl  occafion  to  any  murmtirs  among 
■te  people. 

^^^  It  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  diat  whatever  <^arniption  fhall 
llPerail  amongfl  us,  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  this  bill,  which  did  not 
fetake,  but  find  the  nation  vitiated,  and  only  turned  their  vices  to 
Ifttblic  advantage ;  fo  that  if  it  produces  any  diminution  of  die  fale  of 
^jNrits,  it  is  indifputably  to  be  applauded  as  promoting  virtue.  If  the 
■de  of  fpirits  flill  continues  the  fame,  it  will  deferve  fome  degree  of 
commendation,  as  it  will,  at  leafl,  not  contribute  to  the  increafe  of 
^Nrice,  and  as  it  will  augment  the  revenue  without  injuring  the  people  | 
Ibr  how,  my  Lords,  can  we  be  cenfured  for  only  fuflering  the  nation 
ho  continue  in  its  former  flate  ? 

^  Lord  Talbot  then  fpoke  in  fubflance  as  follows : — My  Lords,  if 

\rt  confider  the  tendency  of  the  argument  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord» 

the  only  argument  on  which  he  appears  to  lay  any  flrefs,  it  will 

fcve,  if  it  proves  any  thing,  what  cannot  be  admitted  by  your  Lord* 
juij  without  bidding  farewel  to  independency,  and  acknowledging 
Nliat  you  are  only  the  fubfKtutes  of  a  higher  power. 

It  appears  by  the  tenor  of  his  feafoning,  that  he  confiders  this 
Houfe  as  only  obliged,  in  queflions  relating  to  fupplies,  to  ratify  the 
lietenninations  of  the  other;  to  fubmit  implicitly  to  their  difhites, 
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and  receive  their  fovereign  commtfiili»  vilhoal  dvim  cite 
fule  compliancey  or  delay -it. 

If  we  conjoin  the  reafoning  of  tfie  noUe  Lo(d,irii0  Ijftkt  I 
that  of  one  who  fpoke  before  in  finrour  of  the  biDt 
to  difcover  the  full  extent  of  our  power  on  ftieb 
was  pieafed  to  inform  us^  that  thougjb  we  were  mt  Ebcitj i»i 
the  paragraphs  of  this  biU^  we  had  no  rig|ht,  at  ledl  mo  | 
amend  diem ;  beauifein  monej-binSytbeCoflUDoai  httmi 
choice  th^  that  of  pafling  or  lejefii^g  diefli* 

ThiSf  my  Lords,  might  have  been  thoi^lbt  aCiKrirK  coi 
of  tbofe  privileges  which  your  anceftort  tnmfinicted  to  fiM» 
€>omnions  needed  to  have  defired  no  farther  concefioos  fi 
Aflembly,  finoe  this  was  a  pubEc  coofefioo  of  a  fiibor£ng 
and  adaitted  either  that  part  our  ancient  rig^its  had  been  givi 
that  wc  were  al  prcfent  too  much  deprefled  to  dare  to  ailint  i 

We  migMf  however,  ftill  comfort  ourfelves  with  die  peat 
iMConHitJ  poOeflon  of  the  akernativei  we  might  ftill  bd 
wittt  wo  caidi  aat  apptore  we  might  rcjeA,  without  irrit 
formidMe  ComrnMi.  Bat  noWf  my  Lords,  a  new  dofl 
been  vented  among  us ;  we  are  told  not  only  that  we  muft  m 
a  money-billy  but  that  it  will  be  to  no  purpofe  to  njcSt  it ; 
die  other  Houfe  will  fend  it  again  without  altering  any  thia| 
tide,  and  force  it  upoA  us,  when  there  is  no  time  for  a 
expedient. 

If  this,  my  Lords  fliould  be  done,  I  know  not  how 
might,  at  its  fecond  appearance,  be  received  by  odier  Locdi 
psfty  I  fliould  vote  immediately  for  rejcding  it,  wttfaoot  i 
viating  or  mollifying  expedients.  I  fliould  rcjeA  it^  m 
even  on  the  Uft  day  of  the  fcinon,  without  any  regard  to 
tended  ncceffity  of  raifing  fupplies,  and  without  fuffcring  : 
be  terrified  into  compliance  by  the  danger  of  the  HouCr  of 
for  though  I  think  fhe  balance  of  power  on  the  continent 
to  be  prefcrved  at  the  hazard  of  a  fleet  or  an  army,  I  canno 
of  equal  importance  to  us,  with  the  cquipoife  of  our  own 
mcnt  ^  nor  can  i  conceive  it  my  duty  to  cnflave  myfelf  to  i 
freedom  of  another. 

The  danger,  therefore,  of  diiguAing  the  Commons;,  at  tft 

other  junAure,  flull  ne%'er  influence  me  to  a  tame  rc£gnat! 

privileges  of  out  own  Uovife  \  uqi  &cn&  V  ^^i^voi^^  iOaw  i 
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jhrgjoinents  which  are  intended  only  to  operate. upon  our  fear; 
||^  therefore,  unleTs  there  (hall  appear  fome  better  plea  In  favour  o^ 
p  bin,  I  fliall  think  it  my  duty  to  oppoTe  it. 
PPriie  odier  plea  is  the  difficulty,  or,  in  the  ftile  of  the  noble  Lord 
\f^  fpoke  laft,  the  impoffibility  of  raifing  fupplies  by  any  other  me- 
pi.  That  it  is  not  eafy  to  raife  fupplies  by  any  new  tax  in  a 
toon,  where  almoft  all  the  necellaries  of  life  are  loaded  with  im«- 
As,  muft  be  readily  allowed ;  but  that  it  is  impoffible,  the  folly  of 
It  people,  which  is  at  leaft  equal  to  their  poverty,  will  not  fufier  mo 
ignmt. 

I  One  other  expedient,  at  leaft,  has  been  already  difcovered  by  the 
imderful  fagacity  of  our  new  minifters ;  an  expedient  which  they 
moot,  indeed,  claim  the  honour  of  inventing,  but  which  appears  fo 
oofermable  to  the  reft  of  their  condud,  and  fo  agreeable  to  their 
rinciples,  that  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  very  often  pradife  it,  if  the 
Mttinnancc  of  their  power  be  long  enough  to  admit  of  a  full  ditplay 
f  their  abilities. 

Amidft  their  tendemeis  for  our  manufadures,  and  their  regard  for 
ommercc,  they  have  eftabljfhed  a  lottery  for  eight  hundred  thou- 
lod  pounds,  by  which  they  not  only  take  advantage  of  an  inclination 
M>  pfcdominant,  an  inclination  to  grow  rich  rather  by  a  lucky 
asard,  dian  fuccefsful  induftry ;  but  give  up  die  people  a  prey  to 
bek-jobbers,  ufurers,  and  brokers  of  tickets,  who  will  plunder  them 
ridioiit  mercy,  by  the  encouragement  of  thofe  by  wImmi  k  might 
e  hoped,  that  they  would  be  protend  ftom  plunderers. 

All  lotteries,  my  Lords,  are  games  which  are  not  more  honeft  Of 
lore  ufeful  for  being  legal ;  and  the  objedion  which  has  been  made 
J  all  other  games,  and  which  has  never  yet  been  anfwered,  will  be 
Mind  equally  valid  when  applied  to  them.  They  engrofs  diat 
ttcntion  which  might  be  employed  in  improving  or  extending  our 
aaouiadures ;  they  fwallow  that  money  which  might  circulate  in 
tfefiil  trade  -,  they  give  the  idle  and  the  diligent  an  equal  proCpefi  of 
iches ;  and  by  conferring  unexpeded  wealth  upon  tfaoib  who  never 
efervcd  it,  and  know  not  how  to  ufe  it,  they  proqipie  ea^travagance 
nd  luxury,  infolence  and  diftbluteoefs* 

But  thefe  confequences,  my  Lords,  and  a  diouCmd  others  equally 
tnportant,  equally  formidable,  may  be  objeded  without  effeA,  againft 
mjf  fcheme  by  which  money  will  be  raifed ;  money !  die  only  end  at 
fmr  minifters  have  aimed  for  almoft  half  ^  c^T!d>&x^  \  xd^^\»i^^^ 
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by  whicb  only  thej  hsve  pre  T  A0 

obedience  of  the  Senate ;  I 

wifdom  9t  one  titneY  and  of  coan       it  i  •     •      1 

To  gain  mooey^  my  Lordt,  I  7  Ipave  inpred  tnit  l^ii 
ing  a  lottery;  and  they  are  about  to  ftcrifin  fkm  ka 

virtue  of  the  people^  to  thf  p  vi^jpti  ^a  trade  hf  iphid 
nay  be  furnifhed  to  the  governi  at.  Thia»  my  Lofdib  ii  ik 
defign,  however  diey  may  mBt^  or  whatefcr  they  amy 
endeavour  to  protcd  cither  the  trade  or  lifva  of 
becaufe  they  exped  a  continuance  of  taxes  firom 
more  deiperate  meafurea  are  neceiiary  for  the  lame  purpel 
mm  their  trade  by  one  prcged,  and  deftroy  their  lives  by  anod 

Lqrd  L<  DALE  next  fpoke  to  this  efiea:«-My  Lords*  1 
willKMitl  noft  grief  and        ^nationi  that  I  find  this  Ho 

fldercd  by  (91         10  haye  fpoken  in  vindication  of  this  bill,  ai 
to  comply      th  !    fpri  it  up  by  the  Coramoos  fa 

money,  h(      vcr  e  to  t  he  public,  or  however  coa 

the  dida    i  of  o     co  e,  or  convidions  of  oiir  reafak 

What  is  this.  Lords,  but  once  tmire  co  vote  oarfch 
lefs  ?  W]  b  be  the  firft  that  (hall  deftroy  the  conftiti 
the  govern  it,  and  give  up  that  liberty  which  our  a 
eftaUiflied  } 

That  this  is  really  the  defign  of  any  of  the  noUe  hm 
have  fpoksA  in  vindication  of  the  bill,  and  have  aflerted  the  1 
of  paiRng  it,  without  any  attempts  to  amend  it,  I  am  very  I 
affirming;  but  crrtainly,  my  Lords,  this,  and  this  only,  it  tl 
fequence  of  their  pcfitions,  with  whatever  intention  they  n 
advanced  them ;  for  how,  my  Lords,  can  we  call  ouriel%cs  i 
dent,  if  we  are  to  receive  the  commands  of  the  other  lloufe  ? 
vrhat  propriety  can  we  afltimc  the  title  of  legiflators,  if  w 
pafs  a  bill  like  this  without  examination  i 

l*iie  bill  now  before  us,  my  Ixv df ,  is  of  the  utmoft  imp<H- 
die  happtneft  of. that  nation  whofe  welfare  we  have  hither 
imagined  to  fuperintend.  In  this  bill  are  involved  noc  c 
trade  and  riches,  but  the  lives  and  morab  of  the  Britifli  peof 
can  we  (ufTcr  it  to  paft  mnamined,  without  betraying  the  n 
wickcdnefs  and  deftrudion. 

Should  we,  on  this  occafion,  fuller  ourfelves  to  be  dagrad 
/eyidators  to  mcScngjett  (torn  ii^  C^founooek  ^  >hft  TWwdw  1 
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rontent  only  to  tranffBit  the  laws  which  we  ought  to  amend, 
ign  ourielves  up  implicitly  to  the  wifdom  of  tho&  whom  we 
rmerly  confidered  as  our  inferiors,  I  know  not  for  what  pur- 
i  tix  here.  It  would  be  my  counfcl  that  we  (bould  no  longer 
to  prcfervc  the  appearance  of  power,  when  we  have  loft  the 
:e,  or  fubmit  to  flure  the  drudgery  of  government,  without 
ig  of  the  authority. 

time  of  fuch  defperation  is,  indeed,  not  yet  arrived ;  but 
A  of  fervile  compliance  will  bring  it  nearer ;  and  therefore, 
ds,  for  die  iake  of  ourfelves,  as  well  as  of  the  people,  I  join 
le  Lord's  motion  for  refuming  the  Houfe,  that  farther  infor- 
may  be  obtained  both  by  ourf^lves,  by  the  Commons,  and 
lation. 

Duke  of  Newcastle  dien  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  die  cflSsft 
Ig : — My  Lords,  I  believe  no  Lord  in  this  Aflembly  is  mom 
for  the  advantage  of  the  public  than  myfelf,  or  more  defifous 
rve  the  lives,  or  amend  the  morals  of  the  people ;  but  I  caii» 
ik  that  this  character  can  juftly  imply  any  diflil(e  of  the  bill 
fore  us. 

liould  admit  what  the  noble  Lord  has  aflened,  diat  the  lives 
irals  of  the  people  are  afFeded  by  this  bill,  I  cannot  yet  fee 
;  inference  is  juft,  or  that  our  compliance  with  |be  motion  is 
e  neceflary. 

under  the  prefent  regulation,  the  miferies  €^  the  nation  are 
ly  increafed ;  that  corruption  fpreads  every  day  wider,  and 
lery  makes  greater  havock,  is  confefled  on  all  fides;  and 
e  1  can  difcover  no  reafon  for  continuing  the  laws  in  their 
ftate,  nor  can  think  that  we  ought  to  decline  any  effperiment 
:h  that  diforder,  which  cannot  be  increafed,  may  poffibly  \m 
» 

confefled  by  the  noble  Lords,  who  decbre  their  approbation 
notion  for  pofiponing  the  confideradon  of  this  bill,  that  they 
lothing  lefs  than  a  gende  and  tacit  manner  of  dropping  it,  by 
;  the  Commons  that,  though  tp  avoid  offence  they  do  not 
ly  rejed  it,  yet  they  cannot  )q>proveit,  and  will  not  pafs  it| 
t  therefore  the  neceffity  of  raifing  fupplies,  requires  that  ano^ 
(bould  be  formed,  not  liable  to  the  fame  objedions. 
confequence  of  this  procedure,  my  Lords,  can  only  be,  that 
he  Commons  will  form  another  bill  for  railing  mone^^  or 

H  h  ♦  ^^^ 


that  they  wn  fena  wp  dUs  ^pMt'iMV  <ii  wMKVli^  ttF| 
iterations  as  not  tbe  happiadi  tf  AtMia^'tat  tl* H 
Scgfttc  dctiiind» 

if,  iaretnm  for  opr cntefowi  tiftrfbmi  atilt^^ 
dibik  tbemielvcs  die oolj  mdUUitoMl  JiJ^iib  dqpta 
again  wfdi  otilj anodier  dflei  npfca^aqf  lMri^4rfliKl| 
the  ^x^  but  a  new  pccaficm  of  mmipMi  lai 
confinBatkm  of  eke  power  of  tbe 
fenatorin  cbtcaneiry,  at  once  penuooQi  to 
nioiit  to  oarUvct  i  •*•-.* 

Thatthr  Comaons,  in  feo&ig  bttcka  bSdnlteli 
in  this  Hoofe»  widi  oidy  a  change  in  the  tide,  aA  cowtrwj 
of  fenatorial  confulutiom,  though  coofiftentiy  with  A* 
fonm^  cannot  be  denied :  bat  as  each  Hoofe  ia  withoati 
denoe  on  the  other,  fuch  deviauom  from  the  tuiiKlphi  i 
ffitution,  however  bjurious  to  our  authority; 
mental  to  the  aattoo,  cannot  be  pvnifliedy  aoi 
than  by  catidon  and  pnidenct. 

If,  therefore,  the  Commont,  as  diey  have  fanacriy  d 
miim  the  biB  without  aheration,  we  Ihall  only  have  if 
own  aothorjty,  and  fliaken  the  foundations  of  our  gova 
fruideis  oppofition.  Nor  (haD  we  gain  any  advann^e, 
Ibould  comply  widi  our  expjAations^  and  employ  the  fid 
remains  in  contriving  a  now  tax ;  for  oomipdoo  wmtik  i 
widiout  oppofitlon,  die  people  onift  grow  every  day  m 
and  debauchery  will,  in  a  fliort  time,  grow  too  fa 
fuppreiGMl* 

Wid)  regard  to  the  bill  before  us,  the  only  qoeftioo  th 
fory  or  proper,  is,  whether  it  will  promote  or  hinder  tlie  i 
of  diflilled  liquors  ?  for  as  to  the  effeds  of  thofo  liqoon 
vindicate,  and  that  oppofe  this  biU^  are  of  the  (ame  opim 
will  readily  allow,  that  if  the  law  now  propofed  fludl  1 
incrcafe  the  confumption  which  it  was  intended  to  dimisu 
immediately  to  be  repealed,  as  dcftrudivc  to  the  people,  a 
f o  the  end  for  which  it  vras  defigned ;  but  if  th^  addit 
fliall  produce  any  degree  of  rtftraint,  if  they  fluJI  hiodi 
fumption  even  of  a  very  fmall  part,  I  think  it  moft  bo  i 
(he  provifions  are  juft  and  ufefiil ;  fince  it  has  alre^y  wm 
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kce  is  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  torn  up  at  once;  and  that  there- 
£  is  to  be  pruned  away  by  imperceptible  diminution, 
bether  the  provifions  now  offered  in  the  bill  might  not  admit  of 
MFeuients ;  whether  fome  other  more  efficacious  expedients  might 
c  difcovered ;  and  whether  the  duties  might  not  be  raifed  yet 
r,  with  more  advantage  to  the  public,  may  undoubtedly  admit 
ng  difputes,  and  deep  enquiries;  but  for  thefe  enquiries  and 
:es,  my  Lords,  there  is  at  prefent  no  time :  the  affairs  of  the 
nent  require  our  immediate  interpofition,  the  general  oppreflbrs 
?  wefteVn  world  are  now  endeavouring  to  extend  their  domi- 
y  and  exalt  their  power  beyond  the  poflibility  of  future  oppo- 
;  and  our  allies,  who  were  ftruggling  againil  them,  can  no 
r  continue  their  efforts  without  affiftaiice, 
a  time  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  proper  to  delay  the  fup- 
!>y  needlefs  controverfies ;  or,  indeed,  by  any  difputes  which 
without  great  inconvenience,  be  delayed  to  a  time  of  tranquil- 
a  time  when  all  our  enquiries  may  be  profecuted  at  leifure, 
every  argument  may  be  confidered  in  its  full  extent,  and  when 
iprovement  of  our  laws  ought,  indeed,  to  be  our  principal  care, 
refent  it  appears  to  me,  that  every  method  of  railing  money, 
ut  manifeil  injury  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  deferves  our 
bation ;  and  therefore  that  we  ought  to  pafs  this  bill,  though  it 
1  not  much  hinder  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors,  if  it 
3arely  appear  that  it  will  not  increafe  it. 

is  at  lead  proper,  that,  at  this  preffing  exigence,  thofe  that  op- 
the  bills  by  which  fupplies  are  to  be  raifed,  fhould,  by  offering 
expedients,  (hew  that  their  oppofition  proceeds  not  from  any 
:c  malevolence  to  (he  miniflry,  or  any  prepofleffion  againfl  the 
:  meafures,  but  from  a  fteady  adherence  to  jufl  principles,  and 
npartial  regard  for  the  public  good ;  for  it  may  be  fufpe£ted, 
be  who  only  bufies  himfelf  in  pulling  down,  without  any  at- 
:s  to  repair  the  breaches  that  he  has  made  with  more  fit  or 
le  materials,  has  no  real  defign  of  ftrengthening  the  forti-* 
>n. 

las  beea  propofed,  indef^d,  by  one  of  the  noble  Lords,  that  a 
F  three  (hillings  a  gallon  (hould  be  laid  upon  all  diftilled  fpirits, 
:olleded  by  the  laws  of  excife  at  the  ftiU->bead,  which  would 
lefs  fccure  a  great  part  pf  the  people  from  tl^e  temptations  to 

which 
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lily  to  be  defirnl. 

that  fiicb  duties  will  niie  ibe  price  of  Ail 
(fiAillcd  among  us,  above  that  of  foreign  cooiiinc*;  aal  Ml 
lore  not  ooljall  ourfbirif;n  tude  of  tbif  kind  would  be  w^Ht 
deftrojKil,  but  that  manjr  ol  iSofc  who  now  dnafc  tmr  9m»,\ 
only  becanfe  tbey  are  chapet,  will  then  puRhafe  ibafrrfl 
countriet,  which  are  genaail)  allowed  to  be  more  plcaCnt. 

That  this  ii  nally  die  Date  of  the  affair,  1  do  ooc  «&■, 
now  relate  only  what  I  have  hcatd  from  others  i  but  (urdy  Ak 
fitjda  of  lb  heavy  a  duty  Tcquirrt  a  long  cnnGdvraiioo ;  av 
be  im^opcr  to  mentioii  my  obj<3iuns,  the  dilcuffioo  td  wki 
■ioatribute  to  our  infomution. 

But  any  oiber  regulations  tlian  tbofe  now  oiK:rcd,  wil  ■■ 
nutnycntiuirics,  and  lb  long  coniultaiton,  that  (be  Senate  «■ 
to  be  difiniflcd  fron  At\i  aitrndincr,  before  any  idbM 
formed ;  and  when  once  the  fupplm  arc  provided,  we  AuU  h 
felvea  iriiliged  tokave  the  Uw  relating  to  fpitituous  ii^am 
prefent  ftate. 

I'hen,  my  Lord*,  will  the  enemies  of  Ae  (BvanHMtt  1 
that  they  have  a  new  opportunity  of  gratilyiiig  Anr  ariip 
ccnfuring  ut  at  wholly  negligent  of  the  p 
us  with  looking  without  concern  upon  the  i 
and  the  poverty  of  the  people,  without  any  < 
wants,  or  care  of  their  reformation. 

That  to  continue  the  ptefent  law  any  longer,  will  h«  i 
araule  ourfelvcs  with  incficAual  provifions,  b  miiiiifJj  al 
nor  it  there  any  diflerence  of  opinion  with  regard  to  ite  fnt 
of  the  vice  which  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  hinder.  1 
law  was  well  intended,  but  was  dieted  by  anger,  ai^  anj 
veal ;  and  therefore  was  too  violent  to  be  executed,  wdL  M 
reforming,  cxafpcraccd  the  nation. 

No  fooncr,  therefore,  did  the  magifiratcs  difcovcr  An  ■ 
rcfoluiion  of  the  people,  their  furious  perlecutioa  tt  nrfaiai 
ihcir  declared  hatred  of  all  thofc  who  concurred  in  deprwii 
ol  this  dangerous  {Jeafure,  than  they  wcte  induced,  kf  R| 
their  own  (afety,  to  relax  that  Icverity  which  was  enjoioid,  ■ 
coiiicnicd  to  purchafe  UOkxi  b^  %TUvf^\n^ot,  at  kal^  by  i 
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ik  pafEons  of  the  inuhitude,  which  they  could  not  hope  to 
the  practice  of  drinking  fpirits  continued,  and  the  con* 
iras  every  year  greater  than  the  former. 
my  Lords,  is  the  prefcnt  Aate  of  the  nation ;  a  ftate  fufS* 
plorable,  and  which  all  the  laws  of  humanity  and  juftice 
us  to  alter.  This  is  the  univerfal  declaration.  We  all 
t  the  ptople  grow  every  day  more  corrupt,  and  that  this 
1  ought  to  be  flopped  J    but  by  what  means  is  yet  un« 

:  methods,  and  extremity  of  rigour  have  been  already  tried, 
Y  defeated;  it  is  therefore  propofed  to  try  more  eafy  and 
;u]ations,  that  (hall  produce,  by  flow  degrees,  the  reforma- 
h  cannot  be  effe&d  by  open  force ;  thefe  new  regulations 
»  many  Lords  not  fufliciently  coercive,  and  are  ima« 
I  lefs  Ukely  to  reform  a  vice  fo  inveterate,  and  fo  firmly 
I. 

opinions  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  the  hope  of  recon« 
lit  mufl  yet  obfcrve,  that  the  confumption  of  thefe  liquors, 
>ther  commodities,  'can  only  be  leflened  by  proper  duties^ 
ivery  additional  impofition  has  a  tendency  to  leflen  them  ; 
,  fo  far  as  it  extends,  it  can  produce  no  ill  cfFeds,  deferves 
bation  of  thofe  who  fmcerely  defire  to  fupprefs  this  odious 
has  fo  much  prevailed,  and  been  fo  widely  difFufcd. 
ideed,  poflible,  that  the  duties  now  propofed  may  be  found 
lent;  but  for  this  defeft  there  is  an  cafy  remedy.  The 
t  be  found  by  the  experience  of  a  fmgle  year  to  be  too 
y,  in  the  next,  be  eafily  augmented,  and  fwelled,  by  annual 

even  to  the  height  which  is  now  propofed,  if  no  remedy 
'  can  be  found. 

be  objected,  that  this  fund  will  be  mortgaged  for  the  pay- 
Ke  fums  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  war ;  and  that  there- 
late  of  the  dutv  cannot  afterwards  be  altered  without  in- 

the  public  creditors,  and  a  manifefl  violation  of  the  faith 
nate  :  but,  my  Lords,  though  in  the  hurry  of  providing  for 
;  and  important  war,  the  Commons  could  not  find  any 
hod  fo  eafy  of  raifing  money^  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
y  confiJer  the  flate  of  the  nation  at  leifure,  they  will  eafily 
is  tax,  if  it  fhall  appear  inconvenient,  and  fubflitute  fome 

injurious  to  the  happinefs  of  the  public. 
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It  was  not  impoffiblc  for  them  to  dris  is  Ae] 

•f  this  feffioD  I  nor  can  it  be  fuppdcd,  ncn  i#  lo^f 

public  afiairs,  could  not  caftly       e  I  wnmf  «Ai 

but  it  may  be  imagined,  that  bej  chofe  this  onof  aaj 
fiifpcding  that  it  would  bei  cd  |  and  bcKevcd^  dMl  A 
once  railing  fupplies,  and  pr <       ii^  the  virtue  of  Aie  fM| 

Kor  indesd,  mjr  Lords,  does  it  jd  ||pctf«  thfll  ikcf 
miftakcu }  for  ti)ough  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Loik  f 
the  bill  are  acute  and  plaufible,  yet  fincf  diey  ^(pm^  ftti 
fumption  of  thcfe  liquors  is,  at  laft»  to  be  hiiiiewi  tffi 
price,  it  is  reafcmabk  to  concci  ^  that  eterj 
price  muft  produce  a  proportioi  ite  diminotiQii  of 
and  that  therefore  this  duty  II  contribute  in 
leformation  of  the  people.  It  xam  at  kaft  ia  she  hi||| 
probable,  that  it  cannot  incn  ibeevilwhichktaifiaeBM 
and  that  therefore  we  may  r  fonably  concnr  ia  it*  as  k  i 
the  government  with  fuppl  rithout  aay 
that  pay  them* 

The  Bifliop  of  Oxford  next  ^poke  to  tkk 
This  fubjed  has  already  been  fo  acotdy  confidere^  aad  i 
difcufled,  that  I  rife  up  in  d  lair  of  propofiag  any  thi 
explaining  any  argument  more  dearly,  or  urging  k  bm 
cf  darting  any  other  fufcje^l  of  confideration,  or  potntii 
circumftance  yet  untouched  in  thofe  that  have  been  propa 

Yet,  my  Lords,  though  I  cannot  hope  to  add  any  d 
knowledge  which  your  Lordfihips  have  already  obtaiaed  i 
jzA  in  debate,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  add  one  voice  to  the 
to  declare,  that  in  the  balance  of  my  underftaodiag,  the 
againft  the  bill  very  much  outweigh  thofe  that  have 
its  favour. 

It  is  always  prefunicJ  by  thofe  who  \  indicate  it,  that 
tation  of  the  price  wiil  neceilarily  produce  a  proponionatt 
the  confiiirption.  1  his,  my  Lords,  ii  the  chief,  ifooct 
gun^cht  thac  l:a«'  b;cii  ;:dva:iCi'J,  except  that  which  is  4tm 
ncccfiity  ot  r»>iriii^  I'liiplics  and  the  danger  of  4i%uftiaj 
liouk*.  Hut  thib  arj^ufucnty  my  Lords,  is  evideody  Mi 
therefore  the  hill,  il  It  pafii:,  muft  pa&  * '  at  a  (iajk  ft 
immediate  ccn^cuictKC. 
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P  US  examine,  my  Lords,  this  potent  argument,  which  has  been 
jplveiy  urged  by  all  who  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  bill, 
ftlK>ed  from  one  to  another  with  all  the  confidence  of  irrefi-aga* 
'^l  let  us  confider  on  what  fuppoiitions  it  is  founded,  and  we  (hall 
find  how  eafily  it  will  be  diffipated, 

is  fuppofed  by  this  argument,  that  every  drinker  of  thefe  liquors 
it  as  much  as  he  can  poflibly  procure ;  and  that  therefore  the 
additional  price  muft  place  part  of  his  pleafure  beyond  his  reach* 
ty  my  Lords,  cannot  be  generally  true ;  it  is  perhaps  generally, 
it  noiverfally  falfe.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  man/of  thofe 
►  eomipC  their  minds  and  bodies  with  thefe  pernicious  draughts, 
riKnre  the  neceffity  of  conftraining  their  appetites  to  efcape  fo 
I  an  expence  as  that  which  is  now  to  be  impofcd  upon  them  ; 
I  even  of  thofe  whofe  poverty  can  fipk  no  lower,  who  are  in  reality 
tofted  by  every  day's  debauch,  it  is  at  leaft  as  likely,  that  they 
I  in6ft  upon  more  pay  for  their  work,  or  that  they  will  fteal  with 
re  lapacity,  as  that  they  will  fufTer  themfelves  to  be  debarred  from 
plcafures  of  drunkennefs. 

t  is  not  certain,  that  this  duty  will  make  thefe  liquors  dearer  to 
k  who  drink  them  ;  fmce  the  diftiller  will  more  willingly  dedu£l: 
n  hh  preleat  pr(^t  the  fmall  tax  that  is  now  propofed,  than  fufFer 
trade  to  link  ;  and  even  if  that  tax  (hould  be,  as  is  ufual,  levied 
o  the  retailer,  it  has  been  already  obferved,  that  in  the  quantities 
eflary  to  drunkennefs,  it  will  not  be  perceptible. 
)ut»  my  Lords,  though  this  argument  appears  thus  weak  upon 
firft  and  flighted  confideration,  the  chief  fallacy  is  dill  behind^ 
ok  who  have  already  initiated  themfelves  in  debauchery,  deferve 

die  chief  confideration  of  this  Aflembly ;  they  are  for  the  greateft 
t  hopelefs  and  abandoned,  and  can  only  be  withheld  by  force  from 
iplying  with  thofe  defires  to  which  they  are  habitually  enflaved. 
ey  may  indeed  be  fometimes  punifhed,  and  at  other  times  reftrained, 
cannot  often  be  reformed. 
fbofe,  my  Lords,  who  are  yet  uncorrupted,  ought  firft  to  engage 

care;  virtue  is  eafily  preferved,  but  difficultly  regained.  But 
thofe  what  regard  has  hitherto  been  (hewn  ?  What  efFefh  can  be 
e&cd  from  this  bill,  but  that  of  expofing  them  to  temptations, 
placing  unlawful  pleafures  in  their  view  ?  Pleafures  which,  how- 
r  unworthy  of  human  nature,  are  feldom  forfaken  after  they  have 
:e  been  taded. 
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In  die  connjcration  of  the  oot  k  btoli 

bered,  that  multitudes  ire  already  cor           i  a  ad  the 
more  dangerous,  in  proportion     ^       .    ^tn  are 

To  ftop  the  prc^rcfs  of  t  peftilcnce,  mj  Lor^  o« 
the  governing  paffion  of  our  linds  i  to  thia  point  ongh 
sums  to  be  direAed,  and  for  s  end  ought  all  o«r  pnjc 
calculated. 

But  how,  my  Lords,  is  this  purpofe  promoted  by  m  law  w1 
a  licence,  an  unlimited  and  cheap  licence  for  die  fak  of  ik 
to  which,  even  thofe  who  fupport  die  bill,  impute  tbc  ptdn 
tion  of  the  people  ?  This  furely  is  no  rational  fcheme  of  frf 
nor  can  it  be  imagined,  that  a  favourite  and  inveterate  vio 
extirpated  by  fuch  gentle  methods. 

Let  us  confider,  my  Lords  more  nearly  the  effcAa  of 
invented  regulation,  and  we  (hall  fee,  how  we  may  expedl 
the  recovery  of  public  virtue.  A  law  is  now  to  be  icf 
which  the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  is  prohibited,  but  whid 
been  for  feme  time  put  in  execution,  or  not  with  vigour  fii 
furmount  the  difficulties  and  inconveniencies  by  which  i 
tion  was  obftru£led.  The  k  is  however  yet  in  force,  : 
ever  fells  I'pirits  mull  now  fell  tbrm  at  the  haaard  of  proiec 
penalties,  and  with  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  kindneis  i: 
of  the  purchafer. 

It  cunaoc  be  fuppofed,  my  Lords,  but  that  a  law  Tke 
have  fome  cfftx^  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  fume  are  ho 
others  timorous  ;  and  that  among  the  wretches  who  are  0 
fufpedcd  of  this  kind  of  debauchcr}*,  there  are  fbme  in  wl 
not  fafe  to  confide  ;  they  therefore  muft  fometinies  be  hinA 
dcftroying  their  rcjfon  by  other  reftraints  than  want  of  bki 
when  they  are  truflcJ  with  the  fecret  of  an  illegal  trtde,  ■» 
dearer  rate  for  the  danger  that  is  incurred. 

But  uhcn  this  law  is  re  pc  ale  J,  and  every  ftreet  and  aller  h 
liccnfed  to  diftribute  this  delicious  poifon,  what  can  we 
The  mod  fanguinr  advocate  for  the  bill  cannot  furely  hope, 
nf  thofe  who  now  lirink  fplrli^  will  refrain  from  tfacm,  col 
ther  are  fold  without  Jan^cr  \  and  though  what  cannot  be  p 
even  hoped,  (hould  be  admitted,  that  fome  muft  content  d 

th  a  fmallcr  quantity  on  accojiit  of  the  advanced  pricc^ 

y  take  all  oppxvuuuc^  ol  ^'^^ms.W^v  ^  >«\^  ^^k:>|  V^t^ 
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re  liquor,  all  that  either  honeft  labour  or  daring  theft  wilt 
iiey  muft  always  be  examples  of  intemperance ;  fuch  exam- 
from  the  experience  of  late  years,  we  have  reafon  to  believe 

many  imitators  j  and  therefore  will  promote  at  once  the 
tion  of  fpirits,  and  the  corruption  of  the  people. 
i  is  always  to  be  found  in  wickednefs  a  deteftable  ambition  of 
profelytes :  every  man  who  has  fuffercd  himfclf  to  be  cor- 
is  defirous  to  hide  himfelf  from  infamy  in  crowds  as  vicious 
If,  or  deiires  companions  in  wickednefs  from  the  fame  natural 
on  to  fociety,  which  prompts  almoft  every  man  to  avoid 
ty  on  other  occadons. 

ever  be  the  reafon,  it  may  be  every  day  obferved,  that  the 
afure  of  the  vicious  is  to  vitiate  others ;  nor  is  it  poffible 
der  an  hour  in  the  aflemblies  of  debauchees  of  any  rank, 
obferving  with  what  importunity  innocence  is  attacked,  and 
ny  arts  of  fophiftry  and  ridicule  are  ufed  to  weaken  the  in« 
^f  virtue,  and  fupprefs  the  ftrugglcs  of  confcience. 
fatal  art  by  which  virtue  is  moft  commonly  overborne  i9 
lent  repetition  of  temptations,  which,  though  often  rejeAed, 
}me  unhappy  moment  generally  prevail,  and  therefore  ought 
loved;  but  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  place  always  in  light, 
hat  purpofe  will  it  be,  my  Lords,  to  deprive  nine  hardened 
es  of  a  tenth  part  of  the  liquor  which  they  now  drink,  which 
moft  that  this  duty  will  eflfect  ?  If  they  have  an  opportunity 
ipdng  one  by  their  folicitation  and  example,  the  difference 

nine  and  ten  acts  of  debauchery  is  of  very  fmall  importance 
cind,  or  even  to  the  perfons  who  are  thus  reftrained,  flnce 
bearance  of  the  utmoft  excelles  is  only  the  efkd  of  their 

not  of  their  virtue. 

far  is  fiich  reftraint  from  being  equivalent  to  the  cornipticfii 
nind,  yet  pure  and  undebauched !  to  the  fedudtion  of  one 
im  virtue,  and  a  oew  addition  to  the  intereft  and  prevalence 
ednefs  ?  If  it  be  neceflary,  that  the  fupplies  fhould  be  raifed 
{overnment  by  the  ufe  of  diis  pernicious  liquor,  it  is  defirable 
ImmiU  be  confined  to  few,  and  that  it  fhould  rather  be  fwaU 
a  large  qoantities  by  hopelefs  drunkards,  than  offered  every 
o  the  taflt  of  innocence  and  youth,  in  iicenfed  houfes  of 
eis. 
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The  conrumption  will,  for  a  t         be 
with  this  important  diiierence» 
linued,  not  promoted ;  and  as        ^ .  nd  the  hmk  I 

grees  of  the  preTent  race  of  pta^  it  night  hm  hofoi^  ti 

pofterity  would  be  uniofe^ied. 

But  under  the  prefent  fcheme  of  reguUliooH 
will  be  propagated  under  the  countenance  of  the 
that  kind  of  wickednefs  by  which  the  natioa  b  fe  i 
has  increafed  yearly  in  oppofition  to  a  penal  b 
<inly  be  faffcred,  buc  encouraged,  and  ei^y  noi 
protection. 

Thus,  if  wc  pafs  the  bill,  we  (hall  not  even  be  able  to 
petty  merit  of  leaving  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate ; 
away  the  prefent  rcftraints  of  vice,  without  fubftitutiag 
place ;  we  (hall  perhaps  deprive  a  few  hardened  drunkards  if  •: 
part  of  the  liquor  which  they  now  iVallow,  but  flull  open,  SflH 
to  the  expecbtioo  of  the  noble  Lord,  fifty  thousand  hoofesef  It 
debauchery  for  the  ruin  of  millions  yet  untainted. 

To  leave  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate,  which  is  allowl  i 
hands  to  be  a  ftate  of  corruption,  ieems  to  be  the  utoioft  hI 
of  one  of  the  noble  Lor  Js  who  have  pleaded  with  the  grritell  m 
for  this  bill ;  for  he  concluded,  with  an  air  of  triumph^  hf « 
how  \vr  can  Imt  cenfured  for  only  fuffcring  the  tution  to  cooDi 
its  U'Ttncr  llatc  ? 

Wc  m.n'  be,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  ccnliired  is  nrti 
our  truft,  and  enemies  to  our  country,  if  we  permit  aavvcc  t 
vail,  when  it  is  in  our  power  tofupprefs  it.  We  maybe  cuifa 
juftice,  by  pofterity,  a>  the  abettors  of  that  dehauchery  hf 
poverty  ar  J  diicafc  ih^il  be  cnu;lcd  upon  them,  contemaid 
prefent  a^  :hc  flatterers  of  thofe  appetite*  which  we  ought  m  ■ 
and  infultcd  by  that  p<»pui.ice  whom  we  dare  pot  oppofe. 

lh.\  i\'U\c  of  our  predeccflbrs  endeavoured  the 
people,  h.id  they  contented  thcmfclves  always  to  leiite 
thcv  r  iml  it,  there  had  been  Ion?  a^o  an  end  of  all  the  ori 
kcurtTv  ot  uKictyj  for  the  natural  depravity  of  htimai 
aluuvs  a  ter.Jcncv  from  Kfs  to  greater  evil;   and  tile 
ibhich  had  made  us  t'uus  wickcti,  will,  if  n     o      sted*  make  m 

Since  the  noble  Lord  thmics  it  not  neceflary  to  attempc  th 
mation  of  th:  pcof^o*  V»  \\v  r\\  Yavc  ^^>xt^^^  ^Vakmctfc  caic 
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ich  he  has  proved,  that  a  large  fum  will  be  gained  by  the  go- 
nt,  though  one  third  part  of  the  confumption  be  prevented . 
is  of  very  little  importance  to  difcufs  the  confequcnces  of  an 
1^  which  will  never  happen.  He  fhould  firft  have  proved^  that  a 
■d  part  of  the  confumption  will  in  reality  be  prevented,  and  then 
siiighc  very  properly  have  confoled  the  miniftry,  by  {hewing  how 
Ml  they  would  gain  from  the  refidue. 

that  this  bill,  as  it  now  iiands,  will  produce  a  large  revenue  • 
the  government,  but  no  refurmation  in  the  people,  is  aflerted 
hofe  that  oppofe,  and  undoubtedly  believed  by  thofe  that  defend 
but  as  this  is  not  the  purpofe  which  1  am  moft  defirous  of  pro- 
ing,  I  cannot  but  think  it  my  duty  to  agree  to  the  propofal  of  the 
<  Lord, 'that  by  poftponing  the  confideration  of  the  bill,  more 
ft  information  may  be  obtained  by  us,  and  the  Commons  may  be 
cued  at  the  danger  into  which  the  nation  has  been  brought  by 
r  precipitation, 
-ord  Bath  then  rofc  again,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  cfFcfl : — 

Lords,  As  the  noble  Lord  who  has  juft  fpoken  appears  to  have 
apprehended  fonic  of  my  aflertions,  1  think  it  neccflary  to  rife  again, 
1 1  may  explain  with  fufficient  clearnefs  what  perhaps  I  before  ex- 
iled obfcurely,  amidft  the  number  of  different  confiderations  that 
wdcd  my  imagination. 

fV'iih  regard  to  the  diminution  that  might  be  cxpe£led  from  this 
,  I  did  not  abfolutcly  aiTcrt,  at  lead  I  did  not  intend  to  aflcrt,  that 
lird  port  would  be  taken  ofF^  but  only  advanced  that  fuppofition 
he  balls  of  a  calculation,  by  which  I  might  prove  what  many  Lords 
»red  to  doubt,  that  the  confumption  might  pof&bly  be  diminilhcd, 
yet  the  revenue  increafed. 

Jpon  this  fuppofition,  which  muft  be  allowed  to  be  reafonable, 
1  the  purpo&s  of  the  bill  will  be  anfwered,  and  the  public  fupplies 

be  raifed  by  the  fuppref&on  of  vice. 

riie  diminution  of  the  confumption  may  be  greater  or  lefs  than  I 
t  fuppofed.  If  it  be  greater,  the  revenue  will  be  indeed  lefs  aug- 
itcd;  but  the  purpofes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lords 
I  oppofe  the  bill,  are  more  to  be  regarded,  will  be  better  promoted, 
all  their  arguments  againft  it  will  be,  at  leaft,  defeated  -,  nor  will 
miniftry,  1  hope,  regret  the  failure  of  a  tax  which  is  deficient  only 
lie  fobriety  of  the  nation. 
^OL.  IL  I  i  K 
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If  the  diminution  be  lefs  than  I  have  fupp  sd,  yet  if  Aa 
diminution,  it  cannot  be  faid,  (hat  the  bill  has  been  vboB} 
thlit,  or  that  the  miniftry  have  not  proceeded  eitherwiibiM 
ment  or  better  fortune  than  their  predeccflbrs,  or  that  they: 
at  Iw-aft,  taken  advantage  of  the  errors  that  have  been  comni 
ir.uit  be  owned,  that  they  have  cither  reformed  the  nation,  c 
poi:itcd  out  the  way  by  which  the  reformadoo  that  has  bee 
dcfircJ,  may  be  cfTctcd. 

l^hat  this  tax  will  in  fome  degree  hinder  drunkeaneftv  it  i 
able  to  expef^,  becaufe  it  can  only  be  hindered  by  taxing  d 
which  arc  ufed  in  exccfs;  but  there  yet  remain9  concn 
weight  of  the  tax  that  ought  to  be  laid  upon  thexn,  doui 
nothing  but  experience  can,  I  believe,  remove. 

By  experience,  my  LorJs,  wc  have  betn  alre^y  tat 
taxes  may  be  fo  heavy  as  to  be  without  eiFccl  -,  that  rcttrar 
fo  violent  as  to  produce  impatience ;  and  therefore  it  is  pre  j 
next  eflay  to  proceed  by  flow  degrees,  and  gentle  meth^v^ 
duce  that  efTctEl  imperceptiMy  which  we  f.rJ  ouiKi\cs 
accompHQi  at  once. 

1  cannot  therefore  think,  that  the  iuty  i?f  tiifee  ft.,  re 
can  be  impofed  without  lictcating  our  own  dcil^n,  a:  ^  c 
the  people  to  find  out  fomc  method  of  eludmg  the  ?aw  I.kc  t 
was  pra^ tiled  after  the  Ach  bv  which  in  the  fecond  vejr  vi  : 
Alajcdy,  live  fiiillings  wore  imj^ofcJ  upon  cvcrv  l'-I!-:i  of'  < 
waters,  aflcT  which  it  is  well  known,  that  the  dirtillers  l"! 
fpiiit  undrr  the  contemptuous  title  of  y. '.v/;r;\j.' ^r,.-;  .V,  iv 
bcii»ir  univerially  tvaded,  w;in  U*on  afier  lepcjlcd  a*  u:ck".«. 

Such,  my  Lord's,  or  worW',  will  be  the  confcc^uence  i 
which  the  nohL*  I^orJ  has  propoIiiJ  ;  for  if  it  cannot  I 
fpiiits  w;il  be  brnu^^ht  fr^.m  nai.or.s  that  have  been  ml 
burtl'.en  their  own  (.omnii'i  iric^  with  fu\:h  infupporta^W  if 
the  empire  will  foon  be  ii::|:i)vcrifhed  by  the  exportation  of  i 

Lord  ItFRVhv  ai)Ucriif  in  fubiiance  as  fuHowv  :-»> 
1  u:i\  very  tJi  f  om  i  ii?!k:f*j  the  .u^ument^  of  the  ncMe  L< 
can  infiuciK'c  mrndchrou^  ti>  pr.iinote  the  real  and  durabN 
ul  thiir  coui.trv  ;  tur  he  :>  1  *.!;tvii»:s  only  about  the  pro:;^ 
liriti:!)  manufaLl<:rc<,  a;i:!  ;m  ;"  i  rr>at:onof  tiK  Br;l.(h 
hailbcwn  ury  little  rc^.id  lo  L.uuii  iirxuc. 
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part  of  his  argument  is  therefore  not  neceflary  to  be  anfwercfd, 

fuggeftion  upon  which  it  is  founded  were  true,  fmce  it  will  l>e 

ient  to  compare  the  advantage  of  the  two  fchemes.     And  with 

to  his  infmuation,  that  leoatorial  brandy  may  be  revived  by  a 

duty,  I  believe,  firft,  that  no  fuch  evafion  can  be  tontrived, 

Lin  the  next  place,  am  confident,  that  it  may  be  defeated  by 
lening  the  new-invented  liquor,  whatever  it  be,  if  it  be  equally 
■emicious,  with  aii  equal  tax.  The  path  of  our  duty^'  my  Lords,  is 
Sun  and  eafy,  and  only  reprefented  difficult  by  thofe  who  are  inclined 
Id  deviate  from  it. 

*  Lord  Bathurst  fpoke  next  to  the  effect  following  :-^My  Lords, 
^Hiatever  mcafurcs  may  be  pradifed  by  the  people  for  eluding  the 
(orpofes  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  whatever  induftry  they  may 
hirent  new  kinds  of  fenatorial  brandy,  or  by  whatever  artifices  they 
■my  efcape  the  diligence  of  the  officers  eitiployed  to  colled  a  duty 
levied  upon  their  vices  and  theit  pleafures,  there  isj  at  leaft,  no 
^ger,  that  they  will  purchafe  froni  the  Continent  thofe  liquors 
Mhich  we  are  endeavouring  to  withhold  firom  them,  or  that  this  bill 
will  impovcriih  our  country  by  promoting  a  trade  contrary  to  its 
>iBCcreft. 

What  would  be  the  confequence  of  the  duty  of  three  fhillings  a 
gallon,  propofcd  by  the  noble  Lord,  it  is  eafy  to  judge.  What,  my 
Lords,  can  be  expedted  from  it,  but  that  it  will  either  oblige  or  en- 
courage the  venders  of  fpirits  to  procure  from  other  places  what  they 
can  no  longer  buy  for  reafonable  prices  at  home  i  and  that  thofe 
drunkards  who  cannot  or  will  not  fuddenly  change  their  cuftoms,  will 
purchafe  from  abroad  the  pleafures  which  we  withhold  from  them^ 
ind  the  wealth  of  the  nation  be  daily  diminiihed,  but  the  virtue 
Ikck  encreafed  ? 

Thus,  my  Lords,  (hall  we  at  once  deftroy  our  own  manufafture 
ind  promote  that  of  our  neighbours.  Thus  fhall  we  enrich  other 
^ernments  by  diftreffing  our  own,  and  inftead  of  increafing 
bbriety^  <Milj  encourage  a  more  expenfive  and  pernicious  kind  of 
iebauchery. 

In  the  bill  now  tmder  our  confideration,  a  middle  way  is  propofed, 
yy  which  reformation  may  l)e  introduced  by  thofe  gradations  which 
lave  always  been  found  neceflary  when  inveterate  vices  are  to  be 
encountered.  In  this  bill  every  neceiiary  confideration  appears  to 
Mvc  been  regarded,  the  health  of  the  5W>^\«  ^\Y^^  ^\^fet^^^^  -wv^ 

li  2  ^"^^ 
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their  \irtue  rccovereJ,  without  deftroying  tbeir  trade  or  hti 
their  manufaflurers. 

'I^he  efficacy  of  this  bill  feems,  irfdccd,  to  be  anovred  br  km 
the  Lords  who  oppofe  it,  Ance  their  chief  objedxen  has  mini 
their  doubts  whether  it  can  be  executed.  If  a  law  be  iddd 
itfclf,  it  is  of  no  importance  whether  it  is  esecaced  or  noc; 
thercfoie,  I  think,  it  may  fafely  be  inferred,  that  they  who  utki 
ous  how  it  may  be  enforced,  are  convinced  of  its  vlcfiilactt. 

If  this,  my  Ix>rds,  be  the  chief  ob)edion  now  reiwainuigi  a  I 
confidcration  will  eafily  remove  it ;  for  it  is  well  knowti,  Aa 
only  ob(lru£tion  of  the  former  law  was  the  danger  of  inf<v7r 
but  this  law,  my  Lords,  is  fo  contrived,  that  it  will  prorvrti 
execution  of  ttfelf ;  for  by  fetting  licences  at  {6  low  a  pna, 
number  will  be  multiplied,  and  e^ery  man  who  has  taken  a  .^e 
will  think  himfelf  juftified  in  informing  againft  him  that  Hull  1 
Ipirits  without  a  legal  right. 

If,  therefore,  there  fliouIJ  be,  as  a  noble  Ix>rd  has  very  mfo 
fuppofed,  fifty  thoufand  iicenfed  >'enders  of  dieie  liqnor»,  then 
likewifc  be  htty  thoufand  informers  againft  unlawful  traders ,  i; 
the  liquors  may  then  always  be  had  under  fanAion  of  the  lav 
populace  will  not  intcreft  thcmfcives  in  that  proceti  which  can 
no  tendency  to  obftru£l  their  pleafure. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  flial!  we,  by  agreeing  to  this  M'!,  mikc 
that  will  be  at  once  ufcful  to  the  government  and  bercfci*  ; 
people,  which  will  be  at  once  powerful  in  its  cifeAs  and  ca» 
exccut'i^n  ;  :«nJ  tbertforc,  ii;ilcad  of  attending  any  n*orr  :•  t"« 
tr.J  impracticable  kJ-cmes  of  heavy  taxes,  rik:rrru>  ;r-i.i^- 
fuJJcn  :c\  rr:'.r.:ior.<,  and  violerK  rclhaint*,  1  hope  wc  Ci^  .  •- 
moullv   .">proM:  :h;N  niL-rV.ot*,  i; 'ai  whivh  la  m-i.h  r..-.v   .c  .. 

L^:d  L'  * ;.  ri  kk  i  tu-ii  r.  iV  'ip  ar.J  fjvoke  in  fubftar-rc  ai  •. 
— ^ly  L«»:J^,  !iuM:^Ii  ihx  iiub!'.-  L»vJ  \%ho  ;u^  been  p'ratc-  s 
u^  ti»  .III  iir...:"in".r.js  concurri'iK'.'  w<:h  hirn;.-^l  and  h:«  aUbcu:e« 
fninii::-.    .:•  -.M.iii.     "i    » .\     '.it.:  an^i  won.. tr-wr»'K.ii'  '::'!,  f 
V  hich  11  :  »  iCii.n  the  io:iui  .    ■:  i»:i  »  f'  :'.  ii'ts.  with^.'u:   Irv.c:. 

drink:.*,  bv  Ull:n'  th;  r  *■•.     ..;*.  i.i:-:   :  .l:vv.•\^  bcio:.  ::,.:  .-  p 
conquer  !i^btt>  by  contiaum^  itu.:i,  ai..!  Correct  \  ice  ^\    t:- 

iccording  to  ihc  \o^efc  ttcV^iwv.:^  W*  ^\\u&l  ^v>Kk\:.M;.\  v-wi 
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Lords,  fuch  is  my  obftinacy,  or  fuch  my  ignorance,  that  I  can* 

yet  comply  with  his  propofal,  nor  can  prevail  with  myfelf  either 

concur  with  mcafurcs  fo  apparently  oppofite  to  the  intereft  of  the 

lilic,  or  to  hear  them  vindicated,  without  declaring  how  little  I 

vc  them. 
During  the  courfc  of  this  long  debate  I  have  endeavoured  to  reca- 
lculate and  digeft  the  argpmcnts  which  have  been  advanced,  and 
ve  confidered  them  both  feparate  and  conjoined  j  but  find  myft^lf 
|hc  &mc  diftance  from  conviSion  as  when  I  entered  the  Houfe  ; 
do  I  imagine,  that  they  can  much  affccl  any  man  who  does  not 
^untarily  aflift  them  by  (Irong  prejudice. 

In  vindication  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  told,  that  the 
en:  law  is  ineftcftual ;  that  our  manufacture  is  not  to  be  deftroyed, 
^^T  not  this  year  j  that  the  fccurity  offered  by  the  prefent  bill  has 
S^^iduced  great  numbers  to  fubfcribe  to  the  new  fund  ;  that  it  has  been 
^kpproved  by  tijc  Commons  ;  and  that,  if  it  be  found  ineffectual,  it 
y  be  amended  another  feffion, 

All  thefe  arguments,  my  Lords,  I  ihall  endeavour  to  examine, 

ufe  I  am  always  defiroys  of  gratifying  thofe  great  men  to  whom 

^bc  adminiftration  of  aflairs  is  entrufted,    and  have  always  very 

^autioully  avoided  the  odium  of  difaffe6lion  which  they  will  undoubt- 

^y  throw,  in  imitation  of  their  predeceffors,  upon  all  thofe  whofe 

wayward  confciences  (hall  oblige  them  to  hinder  the  execution  of 

dieir  fchemes. 

With  a  very  ftrong  defire,  therefore,  though  with  no  great  hopes 
of  finding  them  in  the  right,  I  venture  to  begin  my  enquiry,  and 
engage  in  the  examination  of  their  firft  afTcrtion,  that  the  prefent 
bw  againft  the  abufc  of  ftrong  liquors  is  without  effed. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  portends  well  to  my  enquiry,  that  the  firft 
pofition  which  I  have  to  examine  is  true,  nor  can  I  forbear  to  con- 
gratulate your  Lordfliips  upon  having  heard  from  the  new  miniftry 
one  ailcrtion  not  to  be  contradicted. 

It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  from  daily  obfervation,  and  demonftrable 
from  the  papers  upon  the  table,  that  every  year,  fince  the  enaction  of 
the  laft  law,  that  vice  has  increafed  which  it  was  intended  to  reprefs, 
and  that  no  time  has  been  fo  favourable  to  the  retailers  of  fpirits  as 
that  which  has  palled  fince  they  were  prohibited. 

It  may  therefpre  be  expected,  my  Lords,  that  having  agreed  with 
the  miflifters  In  their  fundamental  propo^Uoxv^  \  ScoSX  ^oiOk^>^\  ^\^ 


486  DEBATBOir  [n 

them  in  the  conrequcnce  which  d^  draw  from  it ;  and  Iv 
lowed  that  the  pnrfent  law  is  ineflTcdual,  fliotdd  admic  that  u 

jicccffary. 

Bur,  my  Lords,  in  order  to  difcovcr  whether  this  confci|i 
neceflary,  it  muft  firft  be  enquired  why  the  prefent  law  is  of  n 
For,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found,  upon  rcflexron,  that  t 
certain  degrees  of  corruption  that  may  hinder  the  effects  ct 
laws.  The  magidrates  may  be  vicious,  and  forbear  to  erjf: 
law,  by  which  themfelves  are  condemned ;  they  may  be  indd 
inclined  rather  to  connive  at  wickediKfs  by  which  they  are  no 
themfelves,  thqn  to  reprcfs  it  by  a  laborious  exertion  cf  ri 
thority;  or  they  may  be  timorous,  and,  inllcaJ  of  awin^  ne 
may  be  awed  by  them. 

In  any  of  thcfe  cafes,  my  Lords,  the  law  is  not  to  be  co« 
for  its  inefficacy,  (ince  it  only  fails  by  the  defci^l  of  tiiofe  «1 
direfi  its  operations;  the  bed  and  moft  important  ]z^s  will  cc 
very  little  to  the  (ecurity  or  happinefs  of  a  people,  it  no  t 
integrity  and  fpirit  can  be  found  amongft  them.  K\cn  t 
beneficial  and  ufeful  bill  that  minifters  can  poffibly  imj^Tn* 
for  laying  on  our  eftates  a  tax  of  the  fifth  part  of  their  \a:] 
would  be  wholly  without  cfTefl,  if  collectors  cr>uld  no:  be  obc 

I  am  therefore,  my  LorJs,  yet  doubtful,  whether  the  ir.zi 
the  law  now  fubfifting  ncccflarily  obliges  us  to  pro\  iJe  -:.  *. 
thofc  that  declared  it  to  be  ufclefs,  owned  at  the  f.imc  :  '*  -, 
man  endeavoured  to  enforce  it;  fo  that  perhaps  its  o...y  ci 
be,  that  it  will  not  execute  itfelf. 

Nor  thou jh  I  (hotild  allow,  that  the  law  i<  M  prcfv  nt  lOi; 
din:cu!ties  which  cannot  be  brnkcn  ihro-.igh,  but  bv  mm 
fpliii  aiul  Jicivtv  than  the  iT.iniftirs  n..iv  b*.  inc!ii»ed  to  i! 
coinitiirtion^  of  the  p<acc,  yrt  it  can  only  be  coIlcc^cJ  tha: 
law  is  nectll.irv,  nut  that  the  law  r.ow  prr'^dcJ  u.!I  S 
a:Uant.-:L:c. 

(iieat  ufr  ha<  brtn  m;;Jc  of  thi*  incfficacy  c{  the  prcfcn 
t!ecry  the  pro|K>!al  m«tic  by  i!>c  noMo  I.ord  fur  l-^jinji  j  h 
upon  th'Jl-  pcinicious  liqMur^.  Hiu;h  duti-'S  have  alrcadv,  i' 
i.iformid,  been  tried  withou:  advantage  ;  high  dutie*  are  a:  i 
inipofed  upon  thofc  fpirits  which  are  retailed,  \rt  we  fee  thi 
day  ibid  in  the  ftrects  wiihovi  the  v^Y^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  requTi 
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it  will  be  folly  to  make  a  fecond  eflay  of  means  wbich  have 
hf  the  experience  of  many  years,  unfucceftful. 
'  bas  been  granted  on  all  fides  in  this  debate,'  nor  was  it  ever 

fe€m  any  other  occafion,  that  the  confumption  of  any  com- 
b  rooft  eafily  to  be  hindered  by  raifing  its  price,  and  its  price 
1^  be  rauied  by  the  impofition  of  a  duty ;  this,  m}^  Lords,  which  is, 
^ppole,  the  opinion  of  every  man,  of  whatever  degree  of  experience 

tmderftanding,  appears  likewife  to  have  been  thought  by  the 
$  of  the  prefcnt  law ;  and  therefore  they  imagincJ,  that  they 
efiev^ually  provided  againft  the  increafe  of  drunkennefs,  by  laying 
that  liquor  which  (hould  be  retailed  in  fmall  quantities,  a  duty 
Uch  none  of  the  inferior  claflcs  of  drunkards  would  be  able  to  pay. 

Thus  n^y  Lords,  they  conceived,  that  they  bad  reformed  the 
louDon  people  without  infringing  the  pleafures  of  others,  and  ap- 
lauded  the  happy  contrivance  by  which  fpirits  were  to  be  made  dear 
riy  to  the  poor,  while  every  man  who  could  afford  to  purchafe  two 
pAms  was  at  liberty  to  riot  at  his  eafe,  and  over  a  full  flowing 
■mper  look  down  with  contempt  upon  his  former  companions^ 
ow  Tudilefsly  condemned  to  difconfolate  fobriety,  or  obliged  to  re- 
fit  themfelves  with  liquor  which  did  no  fpeedy  execution  upon  their 
arcs,  but  held  them  for  many  tedious  hours  in  a  languiihing  pof* 
effion  of  their  fenfes  and  their  limbs. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  intention  was  fruf^ated,  and  the  proje£(, 
ngenious  as  it  was,  fell  to  the  ground  ;  for  though  they  had  laid  a 
IX,  they  unhappQy  forgot,  that  this  tax  would  make  no  addition 
>  the  price,  unlefs  it  was  paid ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  paid, 
nlefs  fome  were  impowered  to  colled  it. 

Here,  ray  Lords,  was  the  difficulty,  thofc  who  made  the  law  were 
Klined  to  lay  a  tax  from  which  themfelves  fhould  be  exempt,  and 
lerefore  would  not  charge  the  liquor  as  it  ilTued  from  the  ftill ;  and 
rhen  once  it  was  difperfed  in  the  hands  of  petty  dealers,  it  was  no 
>nger  to  be  found  without  the  affiftance  of  informers,  and  informers 
oulJ  not  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  perfecution,  without  the  confcnt 
f  the  people. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  the  law  of  which  the 
rpeal  is  propofed,  fince  it  appears  already,  that  it  failed  only  from  a 
artiality  not  eafily  defended,  and  from  the  omiffion  of  what  is  now 
ropofed,  the  colkdlion  of  the  duty  as  the  liquor  is  diftilkd* 

114  ^^ 
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If  this  method  be  followed,  there  will  be  nolongtr  wnjm 
formation  or  of  any  rigorous  or  new  meafures  ;  ihe  Cuw 
that  collect  a  fmallcr  duty  may  levy  a  greater,  nor  can  thtj  I 
deceived  with  regard  to  the  quantities  that  are  made  ;  'he  dc 
Icaft,  that  can  be  ufed,  are  in  ufe  already ;  they  are  frei^ucm*. . 
and  fupprcfTcd  ;  nor  will  a  larger  duty  enable  the  dtitil.ers  toi 
vigilance  of  the  officers  with  more  fucceis. 

Againll  this  propofal,  therefore,  the  ineflicacy  nf  il^c  yr- 
can  be  no  objection  \  but  it  is  urged,  that  fuc'Y  iiurics  v  .luk 
the  trade  of  oiiHIling,  a:>d  a  noble  Lord  h.As  been  pIcjicJ  U 
great  tcndernci'**  for  .i  m.i.aif  jcl-ire  fo  beneticial  ."ind  cxv  •  -vc 

I  c?n ii.it  bu:  Jornctimcs  wonJcr,  my  Lonl^,  at  trie  a:n-/  : 
of  iira.Iccls,  which  every  day  furnilhcs  fume  oppiirt'.jn  :y  c: 
obferiin^,  and  which  cannot  but  be  remaikrj  o«i  t-if  < 
when  cnc  prcxiucss  agaiijft  a  propofal  the  %'cry  j:^-i'C* 
another  otters  in  its  favour.  That  a  Uijc  i^utv  ic.  oi  ^: 
would  ilcrtroy  or  very  much  impair  the  trade  ol  diltii'i.:.:,  -» 
fuppolcd  by  thole  who  defend  it,  for  they  propowd  ;t  tniv 
end ;  and  what  better  method  can  they  prop  jfe,  when  tncv ; 
to  deliberate  upon  a  bill  for  the  prevention  of  the  excrJi\ 
diiVilled  liqur>r9  ? 

The  noblr  L-ord  has  been  pleafed  Lindly  to  inform  u«, 
t:aile  of  diftiliing  is  verjr  cxtenfive,  th.it  it  employe   :rrcjt  : 

and  that  thty  have  ai^rivcd  at  rxv^uifitt  fKiil,  and  the  r^r  r^ . 

thf  Ccmfcqucncc — the  traJc  of  Jiftillmg  is  mil  be  diiVoiir-.j'.^ 

Chwc  nioic,  m/  I-uiiis  allow  me  to  woiMtr  ar  the  d  !T"::: 
cr;-lioii<i  of  (jitTeitni  vimleri^anding*.  It  ap^H.W'*  ton.r,  that 
ipliitN  which  the  diftillcrs  produce  arc  allowed  to  cn^jcLle  t 
am!  vit'a:c  llx  hiocd,  to  porvcrt  the  hiarc»  and  obUurc  iJw  » 
th.it  the  number  ot  diihlL^rs  Ihouid  be  no  irguuient  in  thrir 
For  I  nt'vtr  Lcard  that  a  law  a^ainfl  theft  was  rcpc.*.!c-*  r%i 
■  becaule  ihicif*  weie  numerous.  It  .ppears  tfi  mc,  r  v  L*- 
if  U>  formiJahle  a  boJy  l.c  c:iijrcJtr.t:tJ  j^aintt  ihc  \irtiic  r; 
of  their  fellow -t in /'•n>,  it  ts  trnic  to  put  an  end  t-i  :rv  n-. 
to  intrrpofe,  while  it  i>  ve:  in  our  powrr  to  {[^sp  the  d.it:  jjt. 

A 5  little,  my  Loid>,  ,.iv.  I  artccte.l  with  the  merit  o:  ir.c  \ 
(kill  which  the  diltillers  are  iuid  to  have  attained,  tr:at  it  i 
opinions  no  faculty  of  yrcat  ufe  to  mjnLnid,  co  prrp^re 
^K>iiun  J  nor  Ihatt  I  c\w  cot\uvW\c  ';ivn  v\\vt\^j\^w  ^i«.\^'^^ 
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,  beciuife  he  has,  by  long  praaice,  obtained  great  dexterity 
trade. 
<dicir  liquors  arc  fo  delicious,  that  the  people  are  teni(9ted  to 
dcftruclion,  let  us  at  length,  my  Lords,  fecure  them  from 
Cital  draughts,  by  burfting  the  vials  that  contain  them  ;  let  us 
at  once  thcfe  artifts  in  flaughter,  who  have  reconciled  their 
trymcn  to  fickncfs  and  to  ruin,  and  fprcad  over  the  pitfals  of 
Mocbery  fuch  baits  as  cannot  be  refifled* 

jl^be  noble  Lord  has  indeed  admitted,  that  this  bill  may  not  be 
pnd  fufficientiy  coercive,  but  gives  us  hopes  that  it  may  beim- 
oved  and  enforced  another  year,  and  perfuzdes  us  to  endeavour  the 
Cormation  of  drunkenncfs  by  degrees,  and  above  all,  to  beware  ac 
vfent  of  hurting  the  mannfaSlure. 

-J^  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking,  that  there  are  this  year 
mf  peculiar  reafons  for  tolerating  murder  ;  nor  can  I  conceive  why 
fee  manuia<^ure  (hould  be  held  facred  now,  if  it  be  to  be  deftroyed 
Kreaftcr ;  we  are,  indeed,  defired  to  try  how  far  this  law  will 
perate,  that  we  may  be  more  able  to  proceed  with  due  regard  to  this 
aluable  manufaidyre. 

With  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it 
(ill  only  enrich  the  government  without  reforming  the  people,  and 
.believe  there  are  not  many  of  a  different  opinion ;  if  any  diminution 
)f  the  fale  of  fpirits  be  expected  from  it,  it  is  to  be  confldered,  that 
his  diminution  will  or  will  not  be  fuch  as  is  defired  for  the  reforma- 
ion  of  the  people  ^  if  it  be  fufficient,  the  manufacture  is  at  an  end, 
>nd  all  the  reafons  againft  a  higher  duty  are  of  equal  force  againft 
his  ;  but  if  it  if  not  fufficient,  we  have,  at  lead,  omitted  part  of  our 
luty,  and  havenegleded  the  health  and  virtue  of  the  people. 

I  cannot,  my  Lords,  yet  difcover,  why  a  reprieve  is  defired  for 
his  manufa^ure,  why  the  prefent  year  is  not  equally  propitious  to 
be  reformation  of  mankind  as  any  will  be  that  may  fucceed  it.  It  is 
rue  we  are  at  war  with  two  nations,  and,  perhaps,  with  more  ;  but 
rar  may  be  better  profecuted  without  money  than  without  men,  and 
?e  but  little  confult  the  military  glory  of  our  country,  if  we  raife 
upplies  for  paying  our  armies,  by  the  deftrudion  of  thofe  armies  that 
?c  are  contriving  to  pay. 

We  have  heard  the  neceffity  of  reforming  the  nation  by  degrees 
irged  as  an  argument  for  impofing  firft  a  lighter  duty,  and  after- 
vards  a  heavier  i  this  complaiiance  for  wvckc^Me&^  tsiN  V.^\4s^  V:^  tv^\. 
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fo  dcf:n!ible  ss  :htt  it  (hould  Egi^HMfll 

ihcrcforc,  I  Qui:  er.'y   relate  a  r 
walker,  upon  at  pr-rslkl  occal 

This  man,  who  mu:l  be  rci  rmbeic^  ky 
was  remarkable  for  vigour,  both  of 
upon  water  for  his  drink,  and  chiclj 
Aiftcnance  ;  he  was  one  day  rtci 
friends  who  love  J  wine,  and  who 
to  the  profpcrlt}'  of  this  fpiritu§u% 
great  earndlncfs,  to  quit  a  courfe  of  1; 
his  intellects  would  equally  be  deftroyed.  Tae  rr 
convinced,  and  told  him,  that  he  wouli  cor.Sx^  t.  lj*  : 
thought  he  could  not  change  his  couric  of  Lrz  sz  onr? 
leave  oft*{lrong  liquore  by  degrees.  By  degroe^,  L-i  zz£ 
in.li^ii.ition  !  if  you  (hould  unhappily  fall  iczo  rrs  ^« 
t.uitioii  u»ur  fwivants  not  to  pull  you  out  but  by  irj-rr* ' 

"i'la>  anfM'cr,  my  Lords,  is  applicable  in   n*    rrr«r 
nation  i>  funk  into  the  louxd  ftate  of  corrupc:c^  i^c  rr 
tinly  \iiious  but  infolcnt  beyond  example,  xtcr  ac-:  ar. 
l.iws  hut  defy  them,  and  )Tl,  fomc  of  your  Lot  rii  r<  in 
»M^  thin*  b\  degrees. 

I  am  nil  cutily  pLrfuadjd^  my  Lords,  that  our  r?.-. ^r 
len.l  to  Uipply  ll»c  defects  that  may  hereafter  he  u-ic^^;.-?- 
ii  w»lUK»iiiU!ii">  proJucc  money,  perhaps  much  more  zT^r 
t^>ixiu:t  iu>ni  It ;  I  doubt  not  but  the  licenfcJ  rtt^ilc-^  \ 
\Um\  ntty  thout.irul,  and  the  quantity  retai!cJ  mud  :-:::t 
iiuiubif  ol  u-taikis.  A.^  the  bill  will  therefore  anf«e: 
ii. til. did  hv  it,  I  do  not  e.xpect  to  fee  it  altered,  ii*r  I 
I  buMVi-d  ininttU'iN  dcfirous  of  amending  their  own  crTOi%| 
uu'  tuch  ^s  pioduce  a  denciency  in  tne  revenue. 

rilidc^«    my    Lords,    it    is  n«>t    certain,   that   when 
iniiii^jjrcd  to  the  public  creditor*,  they  can  prevail  up-*- 
inons  to  change  the  fccurity  ;  ihcv  may  continue  the  b.!! 
the  re^fons,  whatever  they  are,  for  which  they  ha\e  julTc 
good  ir.ti' lit  ions  i(  t-ur  n;in:ftir*,  however  fincere,  rr.iv 
and  drunkeiinc^,  UjiA  diunkenneh,  eftabliOied  in  the  ra 

This,  my  Loio^,  in  very  reafonablc;  and  therefore 
fxrnouifelvesfor  the  fafcty  of  the  nation,  while  the  poi 
our  own  hatvl^,  ?.;;\d  Vf"\\^o\i\  tc-^i^x^  \»^<c  c';^\Ti\^ML «i  y. 
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Houfe,  fhew  that  we  are  yet  the  chief  guardians  of  the 
the  mod  vigilant  adverfarics  of  wickcdneft. 
^ready  compliance  of  the  Commons  with  the  meafures  pro- 
Ais  bill,  has  been  mentioned  here  with  a  view,  I  fuppofe,of 
ring  us,  but  furely  by  thofe  who  had  forgotton  our  indepen- 
or  refigned  their  own.  It  is  not  only  the  right,  but  the  duty 
Houfe,  to  deliberate  without  regard  to  the  'determinations 
other  J  for  how  would»the  nation  receive  any  benefit  from  the 
powers  that  compofe  the  legiflature,  unlefs  their  dctermina- 
_  re  without  influence  upon  each  other  ?  Jf  either  the  example 
■diority  of  the  Commons  can  divert  us  from  following  our  own 
lifiions,  we  arc  no  longer  part  of  the  legiflature;  we  have  given 
fur  honours  and  our  privileges,  and  what  then  is  our  concurrence 
|bTery,  or  our  fuffrage  but  an  echo  ? 

%c  only  argument  therefore  that  now  remains,  is  the  expediency 
pratifying  thofc  by  whofe  ready  fubfcription  the  exigencies  which 
Ixiuncils  ofiour  new  ftatefmen  have  brought  upon  us,  and  of  con- 
tog  the  fecurity  by  which  they  have  been  encouraged  to  fuch  libe- 
X)ntributions. 

ublic  credit,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  of  very  great  importance,  but 
ic  credit  can  never  be  long  fupported  without  public  virtue  ;  nor 
ed  if  the  government  could  mortgage  the  morals  and  health  of 
people,  would  it  be  juft  or  rational  to  confirm  the  bargain.  If 
miniftry  can  raifc  money  only  by  the  deftruftion  of  their  fcllow- 
^,  they  ought  to  abandon  thofe  fchemes  for  which  the  money 
rcdiary :  for  what  balamity  can  be  equal  to  unbounded  wick- 
fs? 

jt,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  neceflity  for  a  choice  which  may  coft 
r  our  minifters  fo  much  regret ;  for  the  fame  fubfcriptions  may 
rocured  by  an  offer  of  the  fame  advantages  to  a  fund  of  any  other 
,  and  the  finking  fund  will  eafily  fupply  any  deficiency  that  might 
ifpe£led  in  another  fcheme. 

o  confefs  the  truth,  I  (hould  feel  very  little  pain  from  an  account 

the  nation  was  for  fome  time  determined  to  be  Icfs  liberal  of 

contribution,  and  that  money  was  withheld,  till  it  was  known 

hat  expeditions  it  was  to  be  employed,  to  what  princes  fubfidies 

to  be  paid,  and  what  advantages  were  to  be  purchafed  by  it  for 

country.     I  ihould  rejoice,  my  Lordj,  to  hear  that  the  lot- 

by  wl.ich  the  deficiencies   of  this  dfcty*  a^^t  to  \«.  Vsyyjvv^^^^ 

5  ^^ 
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to  difcern  the  fratid,  and  to  p  MMaocc^  I] 

may  be  gainers,  to  a  |         bj  g   slefl  nMhn 

uinly  lofe,  ^nd  in  which  n  can  ffeafanaMj  rzpcA  d 

be  the  happy  favourite  tone*   en  whon  a   pm 

conferred. 

The  lottcrie*^  my.Lords,  ich  farmer  niniflcrs  haw 
have  always  been  cenfured  by  tfaofe  *tl|pC  ftw  their  natvn 
tendency ;  they  have  been  a  dend  as  legal  cheats^  bj 
ignorant  and  the  rafli  are  defi  iided»  and  the  fbbde  ud 
eftcn  enriched ;  they  have  been  aHowed  to  divert  the  | 
trade,  and  to  alienate  them  from  ufcful  induftry.  A  i 
mwafy  in  his  circumftances,  and  idle  in  his  difpoTition,  < 
remains  of  his  fortune^  and  buys  tickets  in  a  luterjr,  r 
bufincfs,  indulges  himfeir  in  lazinefs,  and  waiu,  in  (m 
phctf  the  event  of  his  adventure.  Another,  inftead  of 
his  ftock  in  a  fhop  or  warehoufe,  rents  a  garret  in  a  prj 
and  makes  it  hi^  buHncfs,  by  &lfe  intelligence,  and  cbtmer 
to  ratfe  and  fink  the  price  of  tickets  alternately,  and  taka 
of  the  lies  which  he  has  himfclf  invented. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  traffic  that  is  produced  by  th> 
raifing  moneys  nor  were  thefe  inconvcniencies  unkno 
prcfent  miniflcrs  in  the  time  of  their  predeccllbrs,  wSooi 
failed  to  purfue  with  the  loudeft  clamour*,  whenever  the 
of  the  government  reduced  them  to  a  lottery. 

If  I,  my  Lords,  might  prct'ume  to  recommend  to  ou 
the  mod  probable  method  of  raiHng  a  large  fum  for  the 
the  troops  of  the  elcdlorate,  I  (hould,  inftead  of  the  tax  : 
now  propofcd,  advife  them  to  ethbliOi  a  certain  number 
whccl-barrows,  on  which  the  laudable  trade  of  thimUe 
mi^ht  be  carried  on  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  (hoe-l 
cor.tribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  by  i 
apples. 

Ha\ing  new,  my  Lords,  examined  with  the  utmoft  c; 
the  fcafri  ^  which  have  hfcii  cifFcrcd  in  defence  of  the  bill 
r«>iicral  the  rtfult  of  my  ei.quiry.  'I'he  arguments  have  b 
cATclI  U{Hin  my  under  ft  jndmg,  that  as  every  man  judges  o 
himfclf,  I  cainiot  b'*lieve  that  they  have  any  influence^  ( 
fhofe  lliat  otVti  ihtm  ■,  ah^X  >ivt\\Ao\^  \  ^nx^t^tcusmi^Oiy 
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the  refuk  of  confiderations  which  have  been  hitherto  con« 
and  is  intended  to  promote  deftgns  which  are  never  to  be  diC- 
by  the  authors  before  their  execution, 
regard  to  thcfe  motives  and  defigns,  howevel*  artfully  con- 
pd,  every  Lord  in  this  Aflcmbly  is  yet  at  liberty  to  offer  his  con- 
jures ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  venture  to  lay  before  you  what  hat 
hi  in  my  rr.ind,  without  pretending  to  have  di (covered  abfolute 
iinty,  what  fuch  accompiifhed  politicians  have  endeavoured  to 
■cal. 

Vhcti  I  confidcr,  my  Lords,  ihe  tendency  of  this  bill,  I  find  it 
nlated  only  for  the  propagation  of  difeafes,  the  fuppreffion  of 
iftry,  and  the  deflru£lion  of  mankind ;  I  find  it  the  moft  fatal 
ine  that  ever  was  pointed  at  a' people,  an  engine  by  which  thofe 
»  are  not  killed  will  be  difabled,  and  thofe  who  preferve  their 
It,  will  be  deprived  of  their  fenfes. 

This  bill  therefore  appears  to  be  defigned  only  to  thin  the  ranks 
Dankind,  and  to  difburthen  the  world  of  the  multitudes  that  in- 
k  it ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  flrongeft  proof  of  political  fagactty 
our  new  minifters  have  yet  exhibited.  They  well  know,  my 
ds,  that  they  are  univerfally  deteftcd,  and  that  wherever  a  Briton 
eftroycd,  they  are  freed  from  an  enemy  j  they  have  therefore 
3ed  the  flood-gates  of  gin  upon  the  nation,  that  when  it  is  lefs 
lerous,  it  may  be  more  eafily  governed. 

)ther  minifters,  my  Lords,  who  had  not  attained  to  fo  great  1 

wledge  in  the  art  of  making  war  upon  their  country,  when  they 

id  their  enemies  clamorous  and  bold,  ufed  to  awe  them  with 

ecutions  and  penalties,  or  deftroy  them  like  burglars,  with  pri- 

and  with   gibbets.     But  every  age,  my  Lords,  produces  fome 

rovcment,  and  every  nation,  however  degenerate,  gives  birth  at 

e  happy  period  of  time  to  men  of  great  and  enterprifing  genius. 

our  fortune  to  be  witnefi'es  of  a  new  difcovery  in  politics ;  we 

congratulate  ourfelves  upon  being  contemporaries  with  thofe 

who  have  fiiewn  that  hangmen  and  halters  are  unneceflary  in  a 

,  and  that  nJniftcrs  may  efcape  the  reproach  of  deftroying  theif 

r.ics,  by  inciting  them  to  destroy  themfelves. 

'his  new  method  may,  indeed,  have  upon  different  conftitutions 

fFcrent  operation  ;  it  may  cJcftroy  the  lives  of  fome,  and  the  fenfes 

thcrs  ;  but  either  of  thefe  effects  will  anfwer  the  pu^pofes  of  the 

ftry,  to  whom  it  is  indifferent,  provided  \ti^  u^uo^V^^^om^t^'vc^- 
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fenfible,  whether  peftilenoe 
mad  or  dead,  the  greateft 
diere  it  no  hope  of  the  c 

F     this  pu  ^  Lg       irhat  oooU 

out  I     eftab        i  at  of  m 

li      po    n  I    y      ^  }  poMba  to 

ite  while  it     J  1        tb,  and  i»  Ui  oolf  by  ii 

Fn  the  firft  ii  nt  that  \  f  of  the  OMMta  of  the  ■! 
gn  c  lora  and  ttirbu]<  t»  a  craftj  hiidiag  naj  I 
the  ughter-ho     »  and  p^  bim  wkk  ikd 

woriti  I  or,  till  he  it  no  longer  able  to  fpcak  or  thud 
Lords,  •  n  can  be  more  i  greeaUe  to  our  miniflas  ll 
a  tber         k  nor  think,   except  thofe   wbo    %e 


.♦ 


But,  '  Lords,  the  miniftcrs  ought  to  reled,  that 
tfie  people  of  the  prefent  age  are  their  eneasie^  yet  they 
wo  trial  of  the  temper  and  inclinations  of  pofterity  j  om 
may  be  of  opinions  very  difierent  from  ourti  they  may  | 
piove  of  wars  on  the  continent,  while  our  piantatiaas  a 
and  our  trade  obftru^led  i  they  may  think  the  fopport  of 
of  Auftria  of  more  importance  to  us  than  our  ova  di 
may  perhaps  fo  far  differ  from  their  fothers,  as  to  imagii 
fures  of  Britain  very  properly  employed  in  fupporting  the  i 
sncreafing  the  fplendor  of  a  foreign  elcdorate. 

Since  therefore  it  will  not  be  denied  by  our  minilla 
afledion  and  gratituJe  of  pofterity  may  atone  for  the 
blindnefs,  and  malice  uf  the  prelent  age ;  finoe  thofe  meai 
are  now  univerfally  cenfurcd,  may  at  fome  diftant  time 
with  equal  unanimity;  why,  my  Lords,  Ihould  they  c 
vei^eance  to  the  fucceeding  generation  i  why  fhould  the] 
to  torture  their  limbs  with  pains,  and  load  their  lives  wit! 
of  their  parents  i  why  (hould  they  hinder  that  trade  to 
muft  owe  all  the  comforts  which  plenty  aiFord^  ?  why  flio« 
deavour  to  intercept  their  exiftence,  or  fuffer  them  to  ca 
be  wretched  ? 

If  I  may  unce  more  declare  my  femiments,  my  Lords,  I 
minifiers  do  not  fo  much  wiih  to  debiliute  the  bodies  as 
Handings  of  pofterity,  nor  fo  ardently  defirc  a  race  cf  ex 
foots.     For  ctipfAts,  uv^  \^i&%^  cia  mikit  w^  ^^uoa  aa  a 
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a  red  coat  wfth  a  tolerable  grace ;  but  fools  are  known  by 
rricncc  to  be  the  principal  fupport  of  an  army>  fince  they 
mly  perfons  who  are  willing  to  pay  it ! 
ever,  my  Lords,  be  the  true  reafons  for  which  this  bill  is  Co 
promoted,  I  think  they  ought,  at  leaft,  to  be  deliberately 
i ;  and  therefore  cannot  think  it  confiftent  with  our  regard 
lation  to  fuffer  it  to  be  precipitated  into  a  law.  The  year, 
I5,  is  not  fo  hr  advanced  as  that  fupplies  may  not  be  raifed 
other  method,  if  this  (hould  be  rejeded  ;  nor  do  I  think  that 
t  to  confent  to  this,  even  though  our  reftifal  (bould  hinder 
lies,  fmce  we  have  no  right,  for  the  fake  of  any  advantage, 
certain  or  great,  to  violate  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth, 
thoufands  to  deftniAion,  and  to  fill  the  exchequer  with  die 
the  lives  of  our  fellow -fubje£ts. 

rs  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  fufier  ourfelves  to  be  driven 
with  fuch  hafte  as  may  hinder  us  from  obferving  whither  we 
g ;  let  us  not  be  perfuaded  to  precipitate  our  counfels  by 
10  know  that  all  delays  will  be  detrimental  to  their  defigns, 
iela3rs  may  produce  new  information,  and  they  are  confcious 
bill  will  be  lefs  approved  the  more  it  is  underftood. 
irery  reafon  which  they  can  ofier  againft  the  motion,  is,  in 
ion,  a  reafon  for  it ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  readily  agree  to 
the  claufe,  and  no  left  readily  to  rejeA  the  bill, 
aft  reafon  and  evidence  are  vain,  if  neither  juftice  nor  coai-> 
an  prevail,  but  the  nation  muft  be  deftroyed  for  the  fupport 
overnment,  let  us  at  leaft,  my  Lords,  confine  our  aflertioiis^ 
-eamble,  to  truth ;  let  us  not  affirm  that  drunkennefs  is  efb'* 
>y  the  advice  or  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual,  fince  I  am, 
t  not  one  of  them  will  fo  hr  contradid  his  own  dodrine,  at 
for  a  bill  which  gives  a  fandion  to  one  vice,  and  minifters 
lities  and  temptations  to  all  others ;  and  which,  if  it  be  not 
repealed,  will  overflow  the  whole  nation  with  a  deluge  of 
efs. 

It  AY  next  fpoke  to  the  tffc&  following: — My  Lords,  I 
rnded  for  a  long  time  to  the  noble  Lord,  not  without  fome 
f  uneafinefs,  as  I  think  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated 
kion  neither  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  this  Ailembly,  nor 
4e  rules  which  ought  to  be  ever  venerable,  the  great  rules  of 
id  bumanir/.     Yet  being  novr  armed  ax  ^  Vim^t  ^\\i^>a^^ 
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which  the  paffions  grow  calm,  and  pttkncc  t  iDj  pmraii  < 
fuddcn  difguft  or  perturbation,  I  forbore  Co  dticoncert  hia, 
I  have  known  interruption  produced  bj  o  lighter  prora 

It  is,  my  Lords,  in  my  opinion,  a  juft  maxim,  that  our 
tions  can  receive  very  little  affiftance  from  merriment  and 
and  that  truth  is  feMom  difcovered  by  thofe  who  are  chicif 
to  ftart  a  jeft.  To  convince  the  underftanding,  and  to  t 
^ncy,  are  purpofes  very  different,  and  muft  be  promoetd  bj 
means ;  nor  is  he  always  to  imagine  himlclf  fupcrior  in  tb 
who  is  applauded  with  the  loudeft  laugh. 

To  laugh,  my  Lords,  and  to  endeavour  to  communicate 
mirth  to  others,  when  great  affairs  are  to  be  confidered,  is 
to  negleA  the  end  for  which  we  are  aflemblcd^  and  the  n 
which  the  privilege  of  debating  was  originally  granted 
doubtlefs,  my  Lords,  our  honours  and  our  power  were  not 
upon  us,  that  we  might  be  merry  with  the  better  grace,  o 
might  meet  at  certain  times  to  divert  ourfelves  with  turoiog 
affairs  of  the  nation  to  ridicule. 

But,  my  Lords,  ftiU  lefs  Jerenfible  is  this  pra«ftice,  wfac 
contriving  the  relief  of  mifcry,  or  the  reformation  of  \( 
calamities  are  preying  upon  thoufands,  and  the  happincis  a^ 
the  prcfent  age,  but  of  poUerity,  muft  depend  upon  our  re 
He  that  can  divert  himftlf  with  the  fight  of  mifcry,  has  t. 
little  claim  to  the  great  praife  of  humanity  and  tendcmCi[» , 
be  be  juftly  exempted  from  the  cenfure  of  incrcafinz  t 
waftes  in  laui^hter  aiiu  jocoiarity  that  time  in  which  he  tr  ^ 
diem. 

The  bill  now  before  us  has  been  repreicnted  by  t!icfe  tr 
it,  as  big  with  dcftrucbon,  and  dangerous  both  to  ihc  \.\i 
the  virtue  of  the  people.  \Vc  have  been  told,  that  it  w;! 
fill  the  land  with  fickncG  and  wlch  villainy,  and  that  i:  h  J! 
lame  time  fatal  to  our  trade,  and  to  our  power;  \et  thai.: 
willing  to  be  lhoui|;lu  fearful  of  a'.l  thrfc  cvti^,  urJ  ar Jc: !. 
of  averting  them  irom  their  touiitry,  car.not  Atih^ut  lai.^.: 
tion  the  bill  which  they  oppi>ic,  or  tnumciate  the  ic:i 
which  they  dread  from  it,  in  any  other  lan^uaL;c  ihan  thai 
and  burlufque. 

•       ly,    my   Lordi,   fuch  cinducl   gi\es  reji'on  for  qi 
t    ir  bumaiviy,  Kti  \W\i  l\tv>:*.u\>|  \  \o\  \\  \W>i  tcwv 
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calamities,  bow  can  they  be  at  leifure  for  mirth  and  gaiety  I 
tcan  tbcy  fport  over  the  grave  of  millions,  sind  indulge  their  vaia 
|bIo,  when  the  ruin  of  their  country  is  approaching  ? 
Ipt  without  enquiry,  whether  they  who  oppofe  the  bill  will  grant 
k  oppofition  hypocritical,  or  their  patriotifin  languid^  J  (hall  lay 
^>ptnion  of  this  new  regulation  before  your  Lordfhips  with  equal 
dom,  though  with  lefs  luxuriance  of  imagination,  and  lefs  gaiety 
■nguage. 

9r  this  bill,  notwitbftanding  the  acutenefs  with  which  it  has  been 
mined,  and  the  acrimony  with  which  it  has  been  cenfured,  I  am 
afraid  to  affirm,  that  it  is  neither  wicked  nor  abfurd,  that  all  its 
Is  axe  confident,  and  that  the  effi^cls  to  be  expe^ed  from  it  are 
riety  and  health.  I  cannot  find  upon  the  clofeft  examination, 
ler  that  it  will  defeat  its  own  end,  or  that  the  end  propofed  by  it 
liferent  from  that  which  is  profeflTed. 

jThe  charge  of  encouraging  vice  and  tolerating  drunlcennefs,  with 
ich  the  defenders  of  this  bill  have  been  fo  liberally  afperfed,  may  be, 
my  opinion,  more  juftly  retorted  upon  thofe  that  oppofe  it;  who, 
ugh  they  plead  for  the  continuance  of  a  law,  rigorous  indeed,  and 
U  intended,  own  that  it  has  by  the  experience  of  feveral  yea^ 
;n  found  inefFciStuaU 

What,  my  Lords,  can  a  drunkard  or  a  profligate  be  fuppofed  to 
[b,  but  that  the  law  may  flill  remain  in  its  prefent  flate,  that  ht 
y  ftill  be  purfued  in  a  track  by  which  he  knows  how  to  efcape, 
I  oppoied  by  reftraints  which  he  is  able  to  break  ?  What  can  he 
ire,  but  that  the  book  of  (latutes  fhould  lie  ufelefs,  and  that  no 
^  ihould  be  made  againft  him,  but  fuch  as  cannot  be  put  in 
cution? 

rhe  defe£b  of  the  prefent  law  are  indeed  very  numerous ;  nor 
;bt  it  to  be  continued,  even  though  no  other  were  to  be  fubftituted. 
eems  to  fuppofe  the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  abfolutely  unlawful,  and 
refore  impofed  upon  licences  a  duty  fo  enormous,  that  only  three 
ne  taken  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  the  people  were  therefixe 
iged  to  obtain  by  illegal  methods  what  they,  could  notperfuade 
mielves  wholly  to  forbear. 

rbe  method  of  deteding  offenders  was  likewife  fuch  as  gave  op- 
tunity  for  villainy  to  triumph>«V|nr  ^ojiocence,  and  for  perjury  to  - 
iW  rich  with  the  plunder  of  thevp^Qi»    Even  charity  itfelf  might 
puniued  by  it  j  and  be  diat  gtre  a'glaft  o(..  ((\t\X&  X«  %  tM>t^\ivcccccg^v^ 
foi.  a,  K  k.  ^'^^ 
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tinder  poverty «  or  ficknef^  or  £1  mIhI  mut^ 

of  (pints  without  a  licence.  i 

Ihefe  defcds,  which  were  not  hm wm wd^i 

excited  a  diflikc.  No  man  e  irccd  the  eaecution  cf  %  lal 
every  man  knew  that  on  foi  occdiooi  he  mig^  VmUi  hnA 
and  they  whofufTercd  for  the  vidaJonof  it^weic  oficopiliallfi 
whofe  office  obliged  them  to  punifli  them.  Thus  the  bw,  dvl 
ing  been  executed  a  few  months  with  figoiir9  was  laid  aidr  m 
pri^Sticable,  and  appears  now  to  be  taritij  fC|KaliJ|  Ibritii^ 
lently  an  empty  form  without  efieA. 

If  therefore  the  ufe  of  fpirits  be  fo  defcuftivc  at  is  geoodf 
lowed,  it  is  forely  neccflary,  that  the  legiflacure  fliouLl  at  bfta 
^e  dcfeds  of  the  former  law^  and  the  nation  (houki  not  be  te 
and  ruined,  without  fome  endeavours  for  its  pfefenraiioa  \  m 
my  opinion,  to  by  a  double  duty  upon  tbiele  liquors,  is  vary  nl 
and  prudent.     An  increafe  of  the  price  muft  leifiui  the  codaafi 

To  what  degree  the  confumption  will  be  diminilhcd  by  tik 
duty,  I  am  not  able  to  foretel ;  but  undoubtedly  (bme 
be  produced,  and  the  leaft  diminution  will  afibrd  us  this 
the  evil  does  not  increafe  upon  us,  and  that  this  law  is  dtercioR 
than  that  which  we  have  repealed. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  approve  the  prefintt  biB,  m 
enquiring  whether  it  is  perfed ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  in  the  | 
exigence,  that  the  nation  will  gain  foroething  by  the  chuif 
the  people  will  be  drawn  nearer  to  fobriety,  temperance,  and  m 

Thus,  my  Lords,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  dctcnai 
of  the  other  Houfe,  I  think  die  biU  fufidendy  defenlible  bt 
and  policy ;  nor  can  I  conceal  my  opinion,  that  tfaofe  wfaoef 
are  the  real  enemies  of  their  cauntry. 

[The  quef^ion,  Whether  the  Houfe  (bould  be  now  icfme 
then  put,  and  determined  in  the  negative  by  56  agaiaft  35. 

The  other  claufcs  were  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  courfe  of  their  proceedings  then  required,  that  a  day 
be  appointed  for  the  Uiird  reading,  and  Lord  Sandwich  i^ 
rcftr,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efficA :  J 

My  Lords,  As  the  im|>orta|icc  of  the  bill  now  bcibce  as  jd 
m:!nus  the  maturefl  coniiiIcrati<^  it  is  not         out  unvfittl  a 

1 1  obicrve  the  abfcnce  of  many  Lords,  for     liofe  wiiSoai  1 
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their  penetration  and  their  integrity.  I  (hould  hope,  that  all  thofe 
o  feel  in  their  hearts  the  love  of  their  country^  and  are  confcious  of 
lities  to  promote  its  happinefs,  would  afTemble  on  this  great  occa* 
S)  and*that  the  colled^ive  wifdom  of  this  Houfe  would  be  exerted, 
en  the  lives  and  fortunes,  and,  what  is  yet  more  worthy  of  regard, 
!  virtue  of  the  people  is  involved  in  the  queftion. 
As  there  can  be  no  avocations  which  can  poifibly  withhold  a  wife 
n  from  counfcls  of  fuch  rfloment  to  his  country,  to  himfelf  and 
his  pofterity ;  as  there  is  no  intereft  equivalent  to  the  general  happi- 
'5,  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  either  bufinefs  or  pleafure  detain  thole 
o  have  not  attended  at  the  examination  of  this  bill  ;  and  therefore 
igine,  that  they  are  abfent  only  bec^ufe  they  have  not  been  fuffi- 
nt!y  informed  of  the  importance  of  the  queftion  that  was  tins  day 
be  difcufled. 

t  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  neceflary,  in  my  opinion,  that  on  the 
of  the  third  reading  they  be  again  fummoned  to  attend,  that  the 
'  which  is  allowed  to  be  only  an  experiment,  of  which  the  event 
bfolutely  uncertain,  may  be  examined  with  the  utmoft  care  ;  that 
its  confcquences  may  be  known,  fo  far  as  human  wifdom  is  able  to 
over,  and  that  we  may  at  leaft  be  exempt  from  the  imputation  of 
ig  negligent  of  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  of  being  defirous 
ivoiding  information  or  enquiry,  left  they  (hould  retard  our  mta« 
:s,  or  contradict  our  ailertions. 

iut  fmce  it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  my  Lords,  that  many  of  thofe 
>  might  affift  us  in  this  difficult  enquiry,  are  now  in  the  country, 
[  neceflary,  that  our  fummons  oiay  have  the  eSe£t  which  i$  defired, 
lefer  the  reading  ibr  fbme  time*  For  to  what  purpofe  will  it  be 
equire  their  pretence  at  a  time,  at  which  we  know  it  is  impoffible 
them  to  comply  with  our  orders  i  To  dire<5l  what  cannot  be  done, 
jrely  in  its  own  nature  abfurd  and  contemptible,  and. on  this 
afion  will  expofe  not  only  our  underftanding  but  our  honefly  to 
bts;  for  it  will  be  imagined,  that  we  are  onl^  endeavouring  to 
:e  falfe  (bows  of  caution  and  accuracy,  and  that  we  in  reality 
re  to  determine,  without  the  concurrence  of  thofe  whpfc  prefence 
publicly  require, 
therefore  move,  that  the  third  reading  of  this  bill  may  be  de-i 

d  five  days,  and  that  immediate  fummoni  be  ifllied  for  all  Lords 
ttend.- 

/.     K  k  2  U«4 
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Lord  CARtERET  fpokc  next  infubib  iDovs:«llyL 

If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lords  to       bate  onoc  Hi 
ufctulnefs  or  expedience  of  this  bill,  if  they  I      e  mj  nrv  «|i 
to  produce,  or  are  defirous  of  another  opportuAicj  to  icpai 
which  have  been  already  heard,  I  hope  they  will  not  kng  vii 
either  from  themfelves  or  their  opponents,  that  CktisfiiidioiL 

Your  Lordftiips  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  ftatr  of  the  f 
and  know  fo  well  the  danger  of  the  liberties  of  die  cootJitf 
pov^xr  of  the  enemies  whom  wc  are  to  oppofe,  the  dicaM  < 
quences  of  an  unfuccefsful  oppofttion,  and  the  neceflity  cf  vfH 
expedition  to  procure  fuccefs,  that  it  cannot  be  neceflary  to  v] 
impropriety  of  delaying  the  bill  from  which  the  fuppljcs  vc 
expected. 

The  convenience  of  defcning  this  bill,  however  pliuilbiv : 
iented  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  is  o\crbalaa 
the  necefSty  of  confidering  it  to-morrow.  Neceffity  is  an  arp 
which  no  acutenefs  can  overthrow,  and  againft  which  cloqoeae 
be  employed  to  little  purpofe.  I  therefore,  my  I..ords,  oppoi 
motion,  not  that  it  is  unreafonable  in  itfelf,  but  >^fyaiifir  it  c 
be  admitted  ;  I  rccomniend  ditpatch  on  this  occafion,  not  bcc. 
i<t  barelv  right,  but  bcLaujc  it  is  abfolutely  nccciiary. 

Lord  Hervey  then  rofc  up  and  fpoke  to  the  following  cSi 
My  Lords,  It  is  alw.tys  the  lall  refource  of  minifters  to  cal 
meafures  ncccilary  which  they  cannot  (hew  to  be  juft  ^  and 
they  have  trird  all  the  arts  of  fallacy  and  illufion,  and  found  t^ 
baffled,  to  it ar.d  at  luy,  becaufe  they  can  Ay  no  ion^r,  looc 
opponents  boldly  iu  the  face,  and  itun  them  with  thz  fora 
fuund  of  r.rccJlitv. 

But  it  ;s  generally  the  fortune  of  minifiers  to  ditcorcr  cc 
much  fooner  trun  they  uhofe  eyes  arc  not  Ourpened  by  empto]i*! 
thry  txequrntly  call  that  neceflity,  on  which  no  other  man  »ou 
ttuw  ih^  title  of  cNprJiency;  and  that  is  fcldom  neceflary  to  be 
U'liich  others  do  not  think  ncceiury  to  be  avoided. 

At  prcfcnr,  my  LorJ<,  1  fee  nothing  necclury,  but  what  u  ti 
ficr'^ii'arv  ataUtime<,  that  wc  do  our  duty  to  our  couiary,  an 
ch-r?  o  If  truO,  wi;ho"t  fufTering  ourfclves  to  be  tcni£cd 
^^r\.\  ^.j>^t\  Jur.^crs,  or  u:i:::i*J  by  imaginary  benefits.  The  war  ' 
! ; :':  J  :l  ^':  ^i:cc  Mic  nccciTtty  gf  tlii^  bill,  is,  in  my  opiiuon,  net  i 
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in  itfclf :  and  if  your  Lordfliips  differ  from  me  in  that  fcntimcnt, 

lift  yet  be  allowed,  that  there  is  time  fufficicnt  to  provide  fupplics 

new  methods. 

Jlut,  my  Lords,  if  the  motion,  in  which  I  concur,  be  over-ruled 

a  pretence  of  neceffity,  it  will  fliew  an  eager  defire  to  haften  a  bill, 

if  referred  to  any  twelve  men  not  of  either  Houfc  of  the  Senate, 

ahiination  would  terminate  in  this,  that  they  bring  it  in  guilty 

wilful  murder. 

Lord  Cholmondeley  fpoke  next  in  fabftance  as  follows  : — My 

As  there  is  no  doubt  but  particular  meafurcs  may  be  fome- 

necefGiry,  I  difcover  no  reafon  that  ought  to  hinder  the  men- 

of  that  neceffity  ;  for  furely  where  it  can  be  afTcrted  with  truth, 

is  the  moft  powerful  of  all  arguments,  and  cannot  be  wifely  or 

!y  negledled. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  my  Lords,  I  can  difcover  no  impropriety  in 
doning  ir  ;  for  I  fuppofe  that  noble  Lord  did  not  intend  to  reftrain 
to  the  moft  rigorous  fenfe ;  he  did  not  mean,  that  there  is  the  fame 
of  reading  this  bill  to-morrow  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  as 
extinguifliiog  a  fire  for  the  prefervation  of  a  town ;  but  that  the 
bns  for  difpatch  abfolutely  overbalanced  all  the  pleas  that  could 
lie  offered  for  delays. 

This  neceffity,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  afliamed  to  aflert  after  him  ; 
nor  can  I  think  it  confiftent  with  common  prudence,  in  the  prefent 
ficuation  of  our  affairs,  to  defer  the  third  reading  beyond  to-morrow ; 
for  the  fupplies  which  this  bill  muft  produce,  are  to  be  employed  in 
attempts  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  which  cannot  fail  without 
die  ruin  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  an  irreparable  injury  to  this 
nation. 

I  cannot  therefore  but  confefs  xiiy  furprizc  at  the  vehemence  with 
which  this  bill  is  oppofed ;  vehemence  fo  turbulent  and  fierce,  that 
(bme  Lords  have  been  tranfported  beyond  that  decency  which  it  is 
our  duty  and  our  intereft  to  preferve  in  our  deliberations ;  nor  have 
reftrained  themfelves  from  expreffions,  which,  upon  reflection,  I  be- 
lieve they  will  not  think  defenfible ;  from  among  which  I  cannot  but 
particularize  the  horrid  and  opprobrious  term  of  murder. 

The  reverend  Prelates,  who  have  fpoken  againft  the  bill,  may  be 
eafily  believed  to  be  as  zealous  for  virtue  as  thofe  who  have  indulged 
themfelves  in  this  violence  of  language;  yet  they  K2lm^  tsrn^x  ^Va:i^4. 
tbofe  who  defend  the  meafures  now  propofed  nvv^  xVi^  ^>i^x  ^^  tccs^n 
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but:  have  decently  delivered  their  own  opiiuonSy    idMSl  fcpadl 
thofe  who  differ  from  them. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  as  I  cannot  think  tne  QOtioii  far  §m 
delay,  feafoivible  or  proper,  or  neoeflary  to  the  Jifcorci;  cf  u 
or  conuftent  with  the  welfare  of  the  nadoOf  tt  h  n^ieiblaMi  m 
againfl  it,  .  •      • 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  fpoke  nest  infubftance  as  fbDo«s>- 
Lords,  The  ardour  with  which  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  fdoi 
indignity  offered  to  the  bill,  fhe>irs  only  that  he  himfidf  tfpm 
.but  not  i\\jLi  it  defer ves  the  approbation  of  die  Houfe. 

I  think  it  of  u(r,  notwithftanding  the  pbufiUe  pleas  of  dct 
or  politencfs,  that  every  thing  (hould  in  this  Houfe  be  called  1 
iright  name,  that  we  may  not  difpute  for  one  thing,  and  voce  for 
ther  i  and  fince  the  bill  will  certainly  deftroy  multitudfrs,  it  it 
motes  the  fale  of  diftilled  fpirits,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  i 
promote  it,  I  know  not  by  what  appellation  to  denominate  ia  c 
if  that  be  denied  me,  which  has  been  already  uicd* 

[The  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion  in  form,  ^  Is  it  your 
^  (hips  pleafure,  that  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  be  put  off  & 
^  days  ? "   It  was  refolvcd  in  the  negative  by  52  to  29. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  bill  (hould  be  rpad  the  third  tii 
the  day  following,  and  that  the  Lords  (hould  be  fummoneJ  to  j 

On  tlie  next  day  the  Houfe,  according  to  the  order,  mc: 
another  debate  enfued,  ^hich  was  begun  by  Lord  HctvtY 
fpoke  i|i  fubftance  as  follows:] 

My  Lords,  The  tendency  of  the  bill,  which  wo  are  now  to  aj 
or  rejcd,  is  fo  apparently  dcftniciive  to  the  ends  of  goverr.nsc 
apparciuly  dangerous  to  public  happincfs,  and  fo  contrary  t3  i! 
iVitutions  of  the  moil  celebrated  lawgivers,  and  the  policy  of  vm 
flour  iihin^  nations,  that  I  ilill  continue  to  think  it  my  duty  to  £ 
againll  it. 

AhnoA  every  Icgiflatcr  of  the  world,  my  Lords,  from  vh 
or!^i:..il  he  derived  his  authority,  has  exerted  it  in  the  prohib^i 
fjth  t'ooils  as  tended  to  inj*jre  the  health,  and  deflroy  the  vi; 
the  poo;  !c  for  whom  he  defigned  his  ioftitutions. 

I  he  LMcat  iiiiUucW  of  the  Jews,  whodelivcrcd  his  laws  by 
siithorii; ,  pro:..hKcd  the  uk  of  fwiiie\  Bcfli,  for  no  otber  cai 
fjr  OS  !;uma;\  rcavcMi  \%  aV\«  \o  dv&oxtt^  than  that  it  cormpi 

:od,  and  produced  \o^\3cv^.o\XkC  ^\W)k\  %aiJiTQA«&(a^^jiaid^%S 
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ity ;  and  therefore  in  prohibiting,  after  his  example,  the  ufe 
rs  which  produce  the  feme  effefls,  we  fhall  follow  the  au- 
tf  the  great  Governor  of  the  univerfe. 
luthor  of  another  religion,  a  religion  founded  indeed  on  fuper- 
id  credulity,  but  which  prevails  over  a  very  great  part  of  the 
IS  laid  his  followers  under  reftraints  ftill  more  fevere  ;  he  has 
1  them  todifpel  their  cares,  or  exalt  their  plcafures  with  wine, 
(bed  from  their  banquets  that  ufeful  opponent  of  troublefome 
1,  and  doomed  all  thofe  who  receive  his  law,  not  to  fobriety 
It  to  abftinence. 

luthority  of  this  man,  my  Lords,  cannot  indeed  be  urged  as 
tionable  and  decifive;  but  the  reception  of  his  impoilure 
t  lead,  that  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  human  nature, 
:  he  knew  how  to  adapt  his  forgeries  to  the  nations  among 
le  vented  them  ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  but  the  prohibition 
was  found  generally  uCbful,  (ince  it  obtained  fo  ready  a 
ice. 

itions  in  the  world,  my  Lords,  in  every  age  of  which  there 
my  hiftorical  accounts,  have  ^reed  in  the  neceffity  of  laying 
upon  appetite,  and  fetting  bounds  to  the  wantonnefs  of  luxury; 
^iilature  has  claimed  and  pradifed  the  right  of  withholding 
afures  which  the  people  have  appeared  inclined  to  ufe  to  ex- 
d  preferring  the  (afety  of  multitudes  whom  liberty  would  de- 
)  the  convenience  of  thofe  who  would  have  enjoyed  it  within 
:s  of  reafon  and  of  virtue. 

ivelfare  of  the.  public,  my  Lords,'  has  always  been  allowed  the 
law ;  and  when  any  governors  facrifice  the  general  good 
)  private  views,  or  tempor^y  convenience,  they  deviate  at 
m  integrity  and  policy,  they  betray  their  truft,  and  negle<^ 
ereft. 

prohibition  of  thofe  commodities  which  are  inftnimental  to 
not  only  di(^ted  by  policy  but  nature  ;  nor  does  it  indeed 
much  (agacity,  when  the  evil  is  known,  to  find  the  proper 
I  for  even  the  Indians,  who  have  not  yet  reduced  the  art  of 
lent  to  a  fcience,  nor  learned  to  make  long  harangues  upo^ 
rent  interefts  of  foreign  powers,  the  neceffity  of  raifmg  fup- 
'  the  importance  and  extent  of  manufadures,  have  ye|  been 
difcover,  that  diflilled  fpirits  are  pernicious  to  focie^,  and 
:  ufe  of  tbem  cao  only  be  btndettd  b^  ^igVi&^vucci^^^  ^^« , 

Kk4  '^ 
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For  this  fiifcnj  mf  Loc  t^  Aiit  Mii| 

lididotts  poifon  fluMild  be  n%  ihif  luvt^ 

us  to  confine  this  fount           w  — —  ,^fefye»iitii 

I     I  o        jTt      thout  p  txi  Aem  riiofe  mmdnimki 

tc     jy  b J 1               J      >i  eft  oicil0iPi4.  • 

ij          It  mtb  iftke  to  kem'^Mi  the  id 

ifp    I     Io<         the  firft  el     mis  of  civfl  wifloai»  vc  hvc 

1  right  to  boaft  of  ionfigltt  and  luwpkJp  ^  « 

fu       confeis,  that  we  have  hil  rto  vitiitd  oyrfelwi  opoa « 

■ 

with  very  little  reafont  fince  :  ia?e  not  lemei  hem  m  | 
oiiher  we^tb  or  virtue^  either  p    »  or  coounerce. 

The  m^ms  of  our  poUticiai     mj  Lords  differ  widely  iSrei 

of  the  Indian  fiivagesy  as  they ;    :  the  eftxb  of  locker  coofcii 

and  reaibnings  formed      mh         \  esdcnfive  views.     What 

myLordsy  would  have^c        i       to  hinder  his  coomiyc 

dru      nneft,  by      c  li     or  in  their  houfaa  whidi  i 

d  to  excels ;  or      niu]     ve  difcovered,  that  prohftitioQ  oi 

caufe  of  b<  ,    lat  to  fubdut  the 

If         to        it      ^     td  that  what  was  ali 

mid  received  7    1       bidiansy  in  the  fimpliacy 

unacqi  I  with  European  and  Jritifh  fefinements,  ioagia 

|o  put  an  end  to  the  ufe  of  any  thing,  it  was  only  necc&ry  a 
away ;  and  conceived,  that  they  could  not  promoce  fiabrid 
effedually,  than  by  allowing  the  people  nochio|  with  which  lb 
be  drunk. 

But  if  our  pditicians  (hould  fend  miffiooaries  So  teach  thea 
of  government,  they  would  quickly  be  (hewn,  that  if  they  wc 
complifli  their  defign,  they  muft  appoint  every  tenth  man  amoi 
to  diftribute  fpirits  to  the  nine,  and  to  drink  them  himfeif  i 
quantity  they  lliall  defirc,  and  that  then  the  peace  of  their  < 
will  be  no  longer  didurbed  by  the  quarrels  of  dehaochery. 

It  is  indeed  not  without  amazement,  that  I  hear  this  bill  i 
dcfendeJ  as  a  Ichcmc  for  fuppreffing  druokcnncfr,  and  fio 
Lr):«h,  who  admit  that  fi:'ty  thoufand  houfes  will  be  opened 
uuMtc  faic  ot  tpiritSy  aIIck  t!iat  a  lefs  quantity  of  fpirits  wiH  b 

I  he  t~ou:;dacion  of  this  opinion  is  in  itfeif  very  unceitai 

z;oiiaiig  more  is  urged,  but  that  all  who  fell  under  the  UaEb 

licence.  Will  be  ready  to  iir'^orm  againft  thofe  by  whom  no  lioc 

hcQ'j  put cii-iJ'cd  i  ifciiA  \liJ^'.  uvc\t;Vi\^  to>^  ^fnfca>>  ^cflqcAriL ^ 
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hurt  a  greater  number  who  now  fell  fpirits  in  oppofitioo  to  the 

l^~    .AH  this,  my  Lords,  is  very  far  from  certainty ;  for  it  cannot  be 

vcd,  that  there  arc  now  io  great  a  number  of  retailers  as  this  zSt 

J  produce  :  it  is  likely  that  fccurity  will  encourage  many  to  eneage 

ihis  trade,  who  are  at  prcfent  deterred  from  it  by  danger.     Ic  19 

le,  that  thofe  who  purchafc  licences  may  neverthelefs  forbear  to 

ute  thofe  that  fell  fpirits  without  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Iiey  may  forbear,  my  Lords,  from  the  common  principles  of  hu- 

ity,  becaufc  they  think  thofe  poor  traders  dcferve  rather  pity  than 

^Xuiifhment ;  they  may  forbear  from  a  principle  that  operates  more 

'•^equcntly,  and  too  often  more  ftrongly,  a  regard  to  their  own  interefl*. 

^Thcy  may  themfelves  offend  the  law  by  fome  other  parts  of  their 

^ondud,  and  may  be  unwilling  to  provoke  an  infpe£lion  into  their 

aAions,  by  betraying  ofHcioufly  the  faults  of  their  neighbours  ; 

they  may  be  influenced  by  immediate  terrors,  and  expect  to  be 

knafeed  to  death  by  the  rage  of  the  populace. 

An  thefe  confiderations  may  be  urged  aga^ft  the  only'  fuppofition 

has  been  made,  with  any  fliew  of  rcafon,  in  favour  of  the  bill ; 

of  tbeie  various  circumftances,  fome  one  or  other  will  almoft  al* 

y$  be  found.     Every  man  will  have  cither  fear  or  pity,  becaufe 

almoft  every  good  man  is  inclined  to  companion,  and  every  wicked 

man  is  in  danger  from  the  law ;   and  1  do  not  fee  any  rcafon  for 

imagining,  thai  the  people  will  tolerate  informers  more  willingly  now 

than  in  the  late  years. 

But  fuppofc  it  fliould  be  granted,  though  it  cannot  be  certain,  and 
has  not  yet  been  (hewn  to  be  probable,  that  the  clandeftine  trade  will 
be  interrupted ;  I  am  not  able  to  follow  thefe  minifterlal  reafoner^ 
immediately  to  the  confcquence  which  they  draw  from  this  conceiEon, 
and  which  muft  be  drawn  from  it,  if  it  be  of  any  ufe  in  the  decifion 
of  the  quedion,  nor  can  ice  that  the  confumption  of  ipirituous  liquQrs 
will  be  made  lefs. 

Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  the  premifes  and  the  confequences  to- 
gether, without  fuffering  our  attention  to  be  led  affray  by  ufelefs  di* 
greffions.  Spirits  will  be  now  fold  only  with  licence  !  therefore  lefs 
will  be  fold  than  when  it  was  fold  only  by  ftealth  ! 

Surely,  my  Lords,  fuch  arguments  will  not  much  influence  this 
Aflcmbl y.  Why,  my  Lords,  fhould  lefe  be  bought  now  than  for- 
inerlj  ?  It  is  not  denied,  that  there  will  be  m  tNti^  ^^ka  'a^Xvcxx&d^ 

5  ^v 
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fiiapiy  where  dnmlox 

inviting  to  wretches 

H  yoa  ihould  favourably        }  faU|  ]cl  lAf  I 

thufc  m-ho  now  buj  any  fuppot       aotlcj,  buj  left  wiieB  Aeii 

is  taken  awa?  ? 


If  It  be  a»ed,  chat  I 

firaiot,  the  intended  ad  le  no  akcntion.    Tbeie 

prohibition  now,  there  will  be  noiDiaal  prahibilion 

therefore  the  law  will  only  p  t  what  its  advocam  oyeftl 


an  yearly  addition  to  the  ae  of  the  guvunuuc.    1 

Lor<:$,  kt  us  at  laft  enquire  to  iriiat  it  is  to  be  impmedt  I 
preu:ut  law  fweib  i  book  to  no  ptirpofi:  ?  and  « 

per nicious  trade  is  car  oo  i  confidence  and  fecvntj,  i 
fition  to  the  law  ?     It  ;  fit  "dj  be  confefledy  that  the  ; 

meiit  has  wanted  autho  f  to  execute  its  own  laws ;  that  tke 
lure  has  been  awed  by  i  populace,  by  the  dregs  of  the  pope 
drunkards  and  the  hL-^gors !  Yet  when  the  proTifions  mah 
f  xccution  of  a  law  fo  lalutary,  fo  juft,  and  ib  oeceflary,  wc 
defective,  why  were  not  others  fubiHtuted  of  greater  eficacy 
when  oiie  informer  was  torn  in  pieces,  were  there  not  new  1 
propofjd  tu  procccl  thofe  who  fliould  by  the  Cune  oSence  dJf 
pcc^ic  aftcrwarJs  ? 

Ti.j  law,  n:y  LurJs,  has  f^iilcJ  of  a  great  part  of  its  effri 
h;ii  i.iikd  by  co\varc:cc  on  one  part,  and  ni\;!iccncc  on  aho^ 
ihu'j  h  the  «!  uy,  ;is  Ii  wa^  lufJ,  ua>  in  illicit  ft>nicwhat  ./.v 
woi:la  hovvLvcr  ria\'c  bc^ix  enforced,  could  the  revenue  hai 
?s    mu^h  by   tne   putiiilinicnt  as  waf  gained  by  the  tele: 

It  has  hi)wtvcr  uimc  effect  ;  it  may  be  imagined,  that  no 
be  truiltJ,  \^h.ic  he  is  not  known,  and  that  feme  men  a 
tvo  \v-  !i  to  be  ttuilcd  ;  and  therefore  many  mull  be  oc 
li'ic!'.  *i.i  rrotn  diiiiL.ni;  f)>iiit«,  while  the  law  remains  in  il 
{iau  i  who,  when  houfes  arc  fctopcn  hy  licence,  wi!I  nc«ci 
ijppoitunity  of  complying  with  their  api^'tites,  but  may  at 
ip.tt.»  vonlidi fitly,  and  cJI  fur  poifun,  and  mingle  with 
sfieiiiulio  nut  only  to  pibvc  ice  each  other  to  intempera 
kind  of  brutal  emulation  and  obilreperous  merriment. 

'rhii  bill  therefore,  my  Lcrd>,  i»,  as  it  has  been  tcrmec 
cypefiAcnt ;  an  wpeivtuow,  «vij  V.qv>^  5&^h«|^^>s^«>s 
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dd  hazard  but  empirical  politicians.  It  is  an  experiment  to 
low  far  the  vices  of  the  populace  may  be  made  ufefiil  to  die 
ent,  what  taxes  may  be  railed  upon  poifon,  and  how  mudi 
t  may  be  enriched  by  the  dcftniftion  of  the  fubje<^* 
ndency  of  this  bill  is  fo  evident,  that  thofe  who  appeared  2$ 
ates  have  rather  endeavoured  to  defeat  their  opponents  by 

dieir  propofals  with  abfurdity,  than  by  extenuating  the  ill 
nee  of  their  own  fcheme. 

principal  charge  is,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the  bill  recom- 
otal  prohibition  of  all  fpirits.  This  aflertion  gives  them  aa 
ity  of  abandoning  their  own  caufe,  to  expatiate  upon  the 
ufes  of  fpirits,  of  their  efficacy  in  medicine,  and  their  conr 
in  domedic  bufmefs,  and  to  advance  a  multitude  of  pofitions 
ey  know  will  not  be  denied,  but  which  may  be  at  once  madQ 
them  ;  by  afl'uring  them,  that  no  man  deiires  to  deftroy  the 
for  the  pleafure  of  deftroying  it,  or  intends  any  thing  more 
le  provifions  which  may  hinder  diftilled  fpirits  from  being 
common  people  upon  common  occafions. 
I  thus  obviated  the  only  anfwer  that  has  hitherto  been  made 
ong  arguments  which  have  been  offered  againft  the  bill,  I 
[are,  that  I  have  heard  nothing  elfe  that  deferves  an  anfwer, 
in  pofCbly  make  any  impreffion  in  favour  of  the  bill ;  a  bill, 
::,  teeming  with  fedicion  and  idlenefe,  difeafes  and  robberies  ; 
It  will  enfeeble  the  body,  corrupt  the  mind,  and  turn  the 
this  populous  kingdom  into  prifons  for  villains,  or  hofpitak 
cs ;  and  which  I  think  it  therefore  out  duty  to  rcje(3. 
^ossDALE  next  fpoke  to  the  cfkSt  following  :—»My  Lords, 
»n  which  we  are  now  finally  to  determine,  is  of  fuch  a  tendency 
nnot  be  made  a  law,  without  an  open  and  avowed  difregard 
rules  which  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  the  general  intereft 
n  nature  to  preferve  inviolable.  It  is  oppofite  at  once  to 
pts  of  the  wife,  and  the  pradice  of  the  good,  to  the  original 
s  of  virtue  and  the  eflablifhed  maxims  of  policy. 

however,  only  condder  it  with  relation  to  policy,  becauie 
confiderations  will  naturally  coincide ;  for  policy  is  only  the 
n  of  prudence  with  goodnefs,  aad  direSs  only  what  virtCto 
icular  occurrence  requires  to  be  immediately  pradifed. 
fl  principle  of  nolicy,  my  Lords,  teaches  us,  that  die poiver 
ncfs  of  SL  4^t^ir4^s  frotu  the  i^ud^lW  ^\t^\^^^VWNMr 
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luibited  dominions  are  an  rve  orif  mm 

the  nation  to  which  they  bel        ^  a     nd  of 

ncntS)  which  mull  be  thr  „.j T 

luifit  for  rcfiftance  and  retreat. 

In  the  prefent  war,  my  Lonis,  if  the  namfaer  of  o«r 
eqtial  to  that  of  the  two  nations  againft  which 
narrowneft  of  our  dominions  would  gpve  os  a  icfiftlcft 
we  have  fewer  pofts  to  defend^  e  night  fend  more  farcci  I 
our  enemies,  who  muft  be  weak  in  every  part,  becaaie  ihcyi 
difperfed  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  toncat  of  war,  aa  ai 
water,  is  only  violent  whik  it  i$  confined,  but  lofea  its  ibfa 
more  djffufed. 

In  confequence  of  this  my  Lords,  it  is  propufed, 

caufe  we  are  at  war  againft  t  »  nighty  p^ivcrs,  we  Oiafl  a 
to  deftroy  by  fpirits  at  home  tfa  who  cannot  fidl  by  the  fm 
enemy,  and  that  we  endeavour  to  hinder  tiie  prodo^on  of 
generation  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  and  has  in  fk 
been  univerially  allowed,  that  the  prefent  practice  of  drinki] 
will  not  only  deftroy  the  prefent  race,  bat  deUUtate  the  next 

This  furely,  my  Lords,  is  a  time  at  which  we  ought  it 
oufly  to  watch  over  the  prcfervation  of  thofe  lives  which  wt 
compelled  to  expofe,  and  endeavour  to  retrieve  the  lofles  oi 
encouraging  induftr}*,  temperance,  and  fobricty. 

Another  principle  of  government  which  the  wifdom  of  our 
tors  eftabliflied,  was  to  fupprefs  vice  with  the  utmoft  dili^. 
as  vice  muft  always  produce  mifery  to  thoSe  whom  it  infii 
danger  to  thofe  who  are  conddcred  as  its  enemies,  it  is  coi 
the  end  of  government ;  and  the  government  which  encoun 
is  neceflarily  labouring  for  its  own  deftru£Hon  ;  for  the  gooc 
fupport  it,  bccaufc  they  are  not  benefited  by  it,  and  the  wi 
bctr.ty  it,  becaufc  they  are  wicked. 

How  little  then,  my  Lords,  do  our  fagacious  politicians  ui 
their  own  intcreft  by  promoting  drunkcimcfs  and  luxury, 
the  natural  train  of  confcquences  are  idleneff,  neccffity,  wi 
dcfperation,  fcdition,  and  anarchy!  How  little  do  they  u. 
whit  it  is  that  gives  ftjdiility  to  the  fabrick  of  our  confti^ 

ry  imagine  it  can  long  ftand,  when  it  is  not  fupportcd  by 
confcqucncc  of  ihcCc  tv.oxlttvs^  another  may  be  advan 
r     cs  whtch  icud  i^  xtft^aox  iv4«.x  *fc  ^»k^  «  x>s« 
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(hould  be  interdifted  ;  for  fincc  the  ftrcngth  of  the  commu- 
nfifts  in  the  number  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  no  trade 
to  be  cultivated  v/hich  does  not  contribute  to  the  one 
other;  for  the  end  of  trade,  as  of  all  other  human  attempts,  is 
inment  of  happinefs. 
ffiiy  trade  that  conduces  not  to  the  happinefs  of  the  community  by 
ng  cither  the  number  or  the  virtue  of  the  people,  be  induftri- 
cultivated,  the  legiflature  ought  to  fupprefs  it ;  if  any  manu- 
Bntc  that  adminifters  temptations  to  wickedncfs  be  flodri&ing  and 
finrive,  it  has  already  been  too  long  indulged  ;  and  the  govern- 
lbtC)ii:^tdne  for  its  remiffi)efs  only  by  rigorous  inhibition,  feverc; 
fecutions,'  and  vigilant  enquiries. 

|*Iiat'thc  tr^e  of  diililling,  my  Lords,  had  advanced  fo  faft  among 
^that  our  manufacturers  of  poifon  are  arrived  at  the  utmoft  degree 
till  in  their  profeiEon,  and  that  the  draughts  which  they  prepare 
cdily  fwallowed  by  thofe  who  rarely  look  beyond  the  prefent 
ijfik^  or  enquire  what  price  mull  be  paid  for  the  prefent  gratifica- 
^^  that  the  people  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  daily  ftupe* 
lion ;  that  they  are  become  mutinous,  if  they  are  retrained  from 
rand  that  the  law  which  was  intended  to  fupprefs  their  luxury  can* 
Wrthoot  tumults  and  bloodfhed,  be  put  in  execution,  are,  in  my 
on,  very  afFe£ling  confiderations,  but  they  can  furely  be  of  no 
pche  defence  of  this  bill. 
foe  more  extendve  the  trade  of  diftilKng,  the  more  muft  fwallow 
i}poi(bi^  which  it  affords ;  the  more  palatable  the  Jiquor  is  made, 
^inorC'  dangerous  is  the  temptation  5  and  the  more  corrupt  the 
j^tc  arc'bccofpe,  the  more  urgent  is  the  neoeffity  of  extirpating 
6t  that  ^>ave,iorrupted  them. 

^  atA^n6t^..p»y  Lords,  lefs  convinced  of  the  importance  of  trade^ 
Q^pfe  Lor^  who  have  fpoken  in  the  moft  pathetic  language  for 
^c}>hiindance  of  the  manufacture ;  but  my  regard  for  irade  na.- 
iHy  determines  me  to  vote  againft  a  bill  by  which  idlenefs,  the 
[  of  commerce,  muft  be  encouraged,  and  thofe  hands,  by  which 
;  trade  Is  to  be  carried  on,  muft  be  firft  enfeebled  and  foon  after- 
rds  deftroycd. 

^or  is  this  kind  of  debauchery,  my  Lords,  lefs  deftruSive  to  tht 
:reft  of  thofe  whofe  riches  confift  in  lands,  than  of  thofe  who  are 
;aged  in  commerce ;  for  it  undoubtedly  hinders  the  confumption 
almoft  every  thing  that  land  can  produce  i  of  that  corn  wKlchL 
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lliould  be  ibade  into  bread,  and  i 

of  that  flcfli  which  is  fed  for  the  r    i 

ihoiild  be  worked  into  doth.    It  ea 

croufly,  but  with  too  much  tnith>  t  lat  ftiong  Iii|iiars 


people,  meat,  drink  and  clothes ;  that  diej  drpeod  opoa  d^i 
for  fuftenance  and  warmth,  and  it  they  defiie  t0  facgec  AM 
in  drunkennefs  rather  than  fupply  them.  If  wt  tbercfav  a 
this  queftion  with  regard  to  t  e,  we  flnll  find,  that  Ae  ■ 
which  is  fpent  in  drunkenm  I  be  advantage  only  of 

would  fupport,  if  otherwife  exp  ed,  a  great  number  «f 
huibandmen,  and  traders ;  (ince  one  man  employed  at  the  fl 
fupply  with  the  means  of  debauchery  fueb  numbers  as  couU  i 
furniflied  with  innocent  viduals  uid  warm  clothes,  but  by  il 
duftry  of  many  hands,  and  the  concurrence  of  many  trades. 

Numbers,  my  Lords,  are  necefiary  to  fucccfi  in  comama 
war ;  if  the  manufii£lurers  be  labour  wiD  be  dear,  and  Ae 

of  the  commodity  muft  always  be   roportkNiedtotbepriceof  fa 

Thete,  my  Lords,  are  the  arg  imeats  by  which  I  have  h 
been  incited  to  oppofe  this  bill,  ^  rhich  I  have  not  found  that 
its  defenders  can  elude  or  repel ;  for  they  content  themidf  rs 
cowardly  conceffion  to  the  multitude,  aOow  them  to  proceed  an 
ednefs,  confels  they  have  found  tbemielves  unable  to  oppoi 
fovercign  pleafiire,  or  to  withhold  them  from  purfutng  their  o 
clinatiuiis;  and  therefore  have  fagacioufly  contrived  a  fchet 
which  they  hope  to  gain  fomc  advantage  from  the  vices  whic 
Ciinnot  reform. 

But  who,  my  Lords,  can,  without  horror  and  inJignattoc 
thc'fc  who  arc  tntruflcd  with  the  care  of  the  public,  cootn^ 
take  advantage  ct  the  ruin  of  their  country  i 

I^t  others  >  my  Lords,  vote  as  their  confciences  will  dircd 
I  (hall  li^ewii'o  follow  i\\c  dictates  of  my  heart,  and  Oull  av* 
concurrence  with  a  fc!:eme,  which  though  it  may  for  a  time 
the  government,  mull  Jeftruy  the  flrength  and  t.rtue  of  the 
aiul  at  once  impair  our  trade  and  dcf  npulate  our  country. 

Lor  J  Cartfri  T  thcu  rofc  up,  and  f|H>ke  in  fubftance  as  i 
•*My  Lords,  thf  waimth  with  which  thiS  debate  has  been  i 
carried  on,  and  with  uhich  the  progref^  of  thi«  bill  has  been  c 
is,  in  mv  cp':)ion,  to  be  iiriputed  to  ftronj:  prvjuti:cr>,  formo 
the  cjuelVion  \vus  \\\ft  v^o^^Ac'i.-,  V;  >«\Cx;L\k^teftxi^\^  Lotds  hai 


'|9^.3  SPXRITITOVS     LIQJVORS.  5lf 

rd  to  warm  declamations  and  violent  invcftiyes ;  v/ho  having 

heated  their  minds  with  fufpicions,  have  not  bct-n  aMe  to  con- 

the  propoiiiions  before  them  with  calmncfs  and  imoartikllty  j 

It  have  purfucd   their  fir  ft  notions,  and  have  employed  thtir  elo- 

:ncc  in  difplaying  the  abfurdity  of  pofitions  never  advanced,  and 

raifchief  of  confcqucnces  which  will  never  be  produced. 

It  18  firft  to  be  confidercd,  my  Lords,  that  t>.h  bill  is  intended,  not 

promote,  but  to  hinder,  the  confumption  of  ipirituous  liquors  ;  it 

therefore   by  no  means  nccellary  to  expatiate  upon  that  which  is 

Puppofcd  in  the  bill,  the  pernicious  quality  of  fpirits,  the  dcteft;  ■  '^ 

iturc  of  drunkenncfs,  the  wickednefs  or   mifcries  which  art-  '•:    - 

"^Soced  by  it.     Almoft  all  ;hat  has  been  urged  by  the  noble  J  f  :■.' .  w'^- 

%)ave  fpoken  with  the  grcateft  warmth  againft  the  bill,  may  reaioi.aMy 

^)c  conceived  to  have  been  advanced  for  it  by  thofe  who  projected  it ; 

-^  whom  it  may  be  juftly  imagined,  that  they  were  fully  convinced 

low  much  fpiiits  wcreabufcd  by  the  common  people,  and  how  much 

that  abufe  contributed  to  the  wickednefs  which  at  prefent  prevails 

amongil  us,  fmce  they  thought  it  ncceflary  to  prevent  them  by  a 

new  law. 

But,  my  Lords,  when  they  Taw,  that  the  abufe  of  diftilled  liquors 
was  in  a  very  high  degree  detrimental  to  the  public,  they  faw  like- 
wife,  that  the  trade  of  diftilling  was  of  great  ufc ;  that  it  employed 
great  numbers  of  our  people,  and  confumed  a  great  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  our  lands  ;  and  that  therefore  it  could  not  be  fuppreflcd. 
Without  injuring  the  public,  by  reducing  many  families  to  fudden 
poverty,  and  by  depriving  the  farmers  of  a  market  for  a  great  part  of 
their  corn.  In  the  plains  of  the  Weftern  part  of  this  ifland,  the 
grain  that  is  chiefly  cultivated  is  barley,  and  that  barley  is  chiefly 
confumed  by  the  diftillers ;  nor,  if  they  ftiould  be  at  once  fuppreflcd, 
could  the  hufbandman  readily  fell  the  produce  of  his  labour  and  his 
grounds,  or  the  landlord  receive  rent  from  his  eftate  ;  fmce  it  would 
then  produce  nothing,  or  what  is  in  effcft  the  fame,  nothing  that 
could  be  fold. 

It  is  indeed  pofliblc,  my  Lords,  that  the  Dutch  might  buy  it ;  but 
then  it  muft  be  confidcred,  that  we  muft  pay  them  money  for  the 
fi&vour,  fmce  we  allow  a  premium  upon  exportation,  and  that  we 
ihall  buy  it  back  again  in  fpirits,  and  confequenlly  pay  them  for 
manufafturing  our  own  produft.  For  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that 
any  law   will  immediately  reclaim  the  difpofiuows^  o^  iq,(q^^  the 


51t  toSBA.TBOir 

t 

tppedtet  of  die  people.  Thejr  m  wdl  kiMnm  ^ 
before  they  were  made  in  our  lOMtiy,  ^aad  >d  iiiid%p 
prefem  in  many  kinds  of  luxury  uMch  are  Tecloadcd  wiikftii 
lax.  It  it  not  dierefore  probable,  diatopon  die  i 
duty  diey  will  immediately  defift  from  drinki^  Ipiriia  i 
^ed,  atnow,  drink  tbofe  which  can  be  ONiftcafiiypfocMai^ 
by  a  high  tax  fiiddenly  impofed,  foteign  ipirita  be 
our  own,  foreign  fpirits  will  only  be  ufcd,  on 
ftroyed,  and  our  people  will  yet  notbeiefarmed. 

That  heavy  taxes  will  not  deter  die  people  fioai  m^ 
joymeot,  has  beien  already  fliewn  by  the  unfijccrftfulaefc  ef 
attempt  to  reflrain  diem  from  the  ufe  of  %iriti,  aodnaybeeii 
dilcovered  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco*  whidi  b  univerfilly 
common  people^  though  a  Tcry  high  duty  is  laid  upoo  k^ 
n  King  thought  it  fe  pernicious  that  he  employed  his  pea  agi 
The  Commons  therefore  prudendy  IbriMm  eo  ufe  violent  oi 
whidi  might  di^ft  the  people*  but  wludi'Aej  had  no  icaAa 
Lere  iiimcient  to  reform  them*  and  dmugiie  it  moie  capid 
proceed  by  more  gentle  methods,  which  ougbt  operate  by  impi 
ble  degrees,  and  which  might  be  made  oaore  fetcibk  and  com 
if  they  Qiould  be  found  inefFe^al. 

Another  evil  will  by  this  method  likewife  be  avoided,  whic 
certain  confcquence  of  high  dudes;  this  tax  will  produce  n 
deftine  frauds  nor  rebellious  defiance  of  the  legiflature*  the  < 
will  not  be  tempted  to  evade  this  impoft  by  perjuries  an 
praAifcd  where  the  profit  of  them  is  great,  nor  finugglers  to  s 
in  numerous  troops  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  carry  ti 
liquors  through  the  country  by  foicc,  in  oppofition  to  the  ol 
the  cuftoms,  and  the  laws  of  the  nation.  That  this  liki 
pra£liied  upon  other  occafions  to  efcapc  heavy  taxes,  aD  the 
papers  inform  us  ;  nor  are  there  many  months  in  which  femi 
King's  officers  arc  not  maimed  or  murdered  doing  of  their  dot 

All  thefe  evils,  my  Lords,  and  a  thoufand  others,  will  be 
by  an  eafy  tax ;  in  favour  of  which  I  cannot  but  wonder, 
Ihould  be  ncceflary  to  plead  fo  long,  fince  every  nation*  whi 
any  preteoTion  to  civility  or  a  regular  government,  will  agn 
heavy  impofts  are  not  to  be  wantonly  in£ided*  and  thaa  fer 
never  to  be  pra£lifed  till  lenity  b^  failed. 
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^Aerefc    '  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  juftice,  reafon,  and 

ffice,  unite  in  favour  of  this  bill ;  and  that  nothing  is  to  be 

from  it,  but  that  it  will  not  be  fufHciently  coercive,  nor  re- 

die  abufe  of  fpirits  fo  much  as  is  hoped  by  thofe  that  have  flood 

in  its  vindication.     That  it  can  encourage  drunkcnnefs,  or  in«- 

che  confumption  of  diflilled  liquors,  is  furcly  impoffibic ;  for 

are  now  drunk  without  reilraint ;  and  therefore  no  redraint  will 

taken  away  :  and  fince  their  price  muft  be  increafed  by  a  double 

r,  it  may  reafonably  be  conceived,  that  thofe  who  now  fpend  all 

they  can  gain  by  their  labour  in  drunkennefs,  muft  be  content 

lefs  than  before,  becaufe  they  will  have  no  more  to  fpend  ;  and 

:  has  hitherto  enabled  them  to  riot  in  debauchery,  will  no  longer 

liifficient  for  the  fame  purpofes;  the  fame  excefs  vrill  require  more 

ier,  and  more  OLoney  cannot  be  had. 

I  do  not  affirm,  my  Lords,  that  the  fuccefs  of  this  bill  is  demon- 

'Xnbly  certain ;  nor  can  I  deny  that  many  arguments  have  been  aU 

"^edged  againft  it  which  cannot  caHly  be  confuted  ;  all  that  I  can  ven* 

ture  to  aflert  is,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  reafons  for  the  bill  prepon- 

derate,  not  that  thofe  againfl  it,  are  without  weight. 

Of  this,  at  leaft,  we  are  certain,  that  the  bill  can  produce  no  ill 
con&quences ;  and  that  if  the  experience  of  the  enfuing  year  (hall 
Ihew  it  to  be  inefFeflual,  it  may  be  amended  in  the  next  feiSon  by 
new  provifions,  which  we  fhall  be  then  more  able  to  adjuft  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

All  laws,  efpecially  thofe  which  regard  complicated  and  intricate 
afl^s,  have  been  perfected  by  degrees;  experience  has  difcovered 
thofe  deficiencies  which  fagacicy  could  not  forefise,  and  the  progrefs 
of  human  wifdom  has  been  always  flow.  I'o  charge  any  fchcn:e 
with  imperfection,  is  only  to  alledge  that  it  is  the  production  of  men, 
of  beings  finite  in  their  capacity,  and  liable  to  error :  nor  do  I  fee 
vrhat  fan  be  recommended  to  fuch  beings,  more  than  what  the  go« 
vernment  is  now  endeavouring  to  practiie,  that  nothing  fhould  be 
done  precipiutely,  and  that,  experience  fhould  always  be  trufted  ra- 
ther than  conjechire. 

Lord  Lonsdale  next  fpoke  to  the  efiefl  following : — My  Lords, 
The  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  by  no  means  influenced  me 
to  alter  my  opinion  \  nor  do  I  now  rife  up  to  pronounce  a  recanta- 
tion of  any  of  my  former  aflertions,  but  to  explain  one  of  thein 

which  the  nobis  Lord  has  been  pleafed  iq  cqiiU^n^iXi% 
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to  obtjin  from  .l^rand  beer  the  Lme  ri;no;3t:on  \.:  : 
ic!-XJiion  of  tluir  carts ;  and  that  therefore  n.Tt 
brc:wci],  ::s  there  would  be  more  purcluicrs  :  if  thir 
quantity  of  malt,  which  is  fuflicicnt,  Mten  oi^'iilcJ, 
toxicatlon,  would,  when  brewed  into  ale,  have  the  1 
coiifumpiinn  would  tt'.W  l>e  the  fame,  whetl.;r  -It-  i,; 
Mit:;  but  it  is  ccitain,  that  the  'ourih  |>^;:  ni  I'le  :t-.i 
ccflary  to  furnilh  ale  for  a  Jtbauch,  will,  when  vxjIUl 
fufficii'iit  to  fjiisfy  the  niotl  grccily  d[ui:iuiril  i  and 
evident,  that  he  who  tiiinks  ale,  confumcs  more  ba.-'Li 
in  fuur  than  he  uho  indulges  the  ufe  of  fpiiiUi  fvppol 
equally  eiiniinal  in  the  excefs  of  their  enjoymentf. 

The  noble  Lord  has  ulctn  orcafion  to  i;:cntioa  < 
iiiflance  of  the  cuftiii;.cy  with  which  the  iier-i  le  perk 
ticc  to  whii  J  thcv  srr  uliiiJcd.  Of  the  ol-flii-tcy  cf 
LorJ',  1  a^l  fuflicivntly  convinced  ;  bu!  h'-,ic  [l;;t  .1 
able  to  oiiTi'ywi.T  the  It^idattirc,  who  cu.  ht  lu  cnft; 
and  ir!\)jjuraic  their  efforts  in  proj'oriion  to  itc  atroc 
Cor;'.ip:l.!n  whith  they  are  cn<k'av>>u[ing  to  f.tirjuic  : 
fo  nv  .-Illy  (if  'government,  as  to  bilitve  •'  ur.-b'.i:  to  re 
ncl'i  or  laxiiry,  or  i:i  danger  of  bciii;;  fabvLii^J  in  a 


Dcilc  his  follcitudc  for  the  diftillcry;  for  when  it  is  once  granted, 
Spirits  corrupt  the  mind,  weaken  the  limbs,  impair  virtue,  and 
!cn  life,  any  arguments  in  favor  of  thofc  who  maaufjclurc  them 
t  too  late,  fmcc  no  advantage  can  be  equivalent  to  the  lols  of 
fty  and  life.  When  the  noble  Lord  has  urged  that  the  diftillery 
loys  great  numbers  of  hands,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  cncou* 
J,  may  it  not,  upon  his  own  conccffion,  be  replied,  that  thofe 
bcrs  arc  employed  in  murder,  and  that  their  trade  ought,  like 
of  oilvw-r  murderers,  to  be  flopped  : — When  he  urges  that  much 
ur  crain  is  confumcd  in  the  ftill,  may  we  notanfwer,  and  anfwer 
itijly,  that  it  is  confumed  by  being  turned  into  poifon,  inftead 
:e:.d  :  And  can  a  flronger  argument  be  imagioed  for  the  fup- 
on  of  this  dctcflable  bufinefs,  than  that  it  employs  multitudes, 
:hat  it  is  gainful  and  cxtenfive  ? 

or  can  I  di.cover,  my  Lords,  how  the  care  of  preferving  the 
!ery  is  confificnt  with  the  ends  which  the  preamble  in  this  bill 
res  .to  he  prcpofed,  or  which  the  advocates  for  it  appear  to 
.*.  If  th?  confumptron  of  diftilled  fpirits  is  to  be  hindered,  how 
r  diflillcry  to  remain  uninjured?  If  the  trade  of  diftilling  is  not 
impaired,  v.-h:it  (hall  hinder  the  confumption  of  fpirits?  So  far 
is  bill  operates,  the  diftillers  mud  be  impoverifhed  by  it ;  and 
:y  may  properly  and  juftly  fufFer  a  fmall  diminution  of  their 
r  for  a  fmall  advantage  to  the  public,  why  will  not  a  greater 
it  be  equivalent  to  a  greater  diminution  ? 

Dthing,  my  Lords,  is  more  r.pparent,  than  that  the  real  defign 
is  tnll,  however  its  defenders  may  endeavour  to  conceal  it  in  the 
of  fophiftry,  is  to  lay  only  fuch  a  tax  as  may  increafe  the  rcve- 
and  that  they  have  no  defire  of  fupprcffing  that  vice  which  may 
ide  ufeful  to  their  private  purpofe,  nor  feel  any  regret  to  fill  the 
•quer  by  the  flaughter  of  tht  people. 

>rd  Aylesford  then  rofc  up,  and  fpcke  to  the  following  piir- 
— My  Lords,  The  noble  Lord  who  fpolce  laft  in  defence  of  this 
fchcme,  appears  to  have  imbibed  very  ftrong  prejudices  in  favour 
c  diillllery,  from  which  he  finds  it  practicable  to  draw  large 
for  the  fupport  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  already  formed, 
vhich  he  therefore  confiders  as  the  moil  important  and  bene  ti- 
rade of  the  Britifh  nation. 

is  not  improbable,  my  Lords,  that  in  a  fhort  time  all  the  pro* 
is  which  have  bcjsa  made  by  the  pTo\\f\gtv  ^1  o>xt  -wv^^^vs^v*  ^^'i. 


JftS  B  B  »  A  t  s    o  Hi    &c»  ^.^      (ril 

Ae  fupport  of  the  wooOea  manifcftirife;  will  be  ^amfiBmli 
encouragement  of  the  dUHDery,  iridch  appeait  to  be  at  pitfe 
mgning  favourite ;  for  it  is  evident^  that  both  manuftctjra  i 
fubfift  together,  and  that  either  muft  be  rontinncd  bj  the  i 

the  odier. 

Of  tbefe  rivals,  which  is  doomed  to  fidl,  we  maj  coBjeflbai 
the  encomium  juft  now  beftowed  upon  the  prudence  of  che 
nons,  bj  whom  the  dariing  diftilkry  has  been  fi>  tenderlj  tr 
yet  that  die  trade,  in  which  the  bounty  of  nature  has  enabln 
excel  all  odier  nations  df  the^vorld,  may  not  be  fuffered  to  pt 
fiknce,  I  will  cake  diis  opportunity  to  declare,  that  this  hcaftc 
dence  con,  in  my  opinion,  produce  no  other  effcAs  tlun  p 
and  ruin,  private  calamities,  and  general  wickednefs ;  chit  i* 
couraging  drunkenncfs  at  the  expence  of  trade,  it  will  f^op ; 
currents  by  which  the  gold  of  foreign  nations  has  flowed  vfi 
and  expofe  us  to  conqucft,  and  to  flavery. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  ddatp.    The  qoeftion  being  pu! 
determined  in  hyqm  of  the  Ufr  b|  57  ag^inft  38. 


THE     END. 
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